



MEETING OF THE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE

LOUISIANA STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE COMMISSION

MINUTES OF MEETING
DATE:
May 21, 2013
TIME

10:30 a.m.
PLACE:
Louisiana Retirement Systems Building


Mr. F. Travis Lavigne Jr., Commission Chair, called a meeting of the Louisiana Student Financial Assistance Commission to order at 10:50 a.m.

The following members of the Commission were present:



Mr. F. Travis Lavigne, Jr.



Mr. Scott Ballard



Dr. Sandra Harper



Mr. Michael Murphy



Ms. Wendy Simoneaux


Dr. Larry Tremblay


The following members were absent:


Dr. Toya Barnes-Teamer



Ms. Erin Bendily



Mr. Raymond Brandt



Mr. Jeffery Ehlinger, Jr.



Ms. Lakeisha Ford



Mr. Willie Hendricks



Mr. Myron Lawson



Mr. Jimmy Long



Mr. Richard Maciasz


Mr. Winfred Sibille



Mr. Stephen Toups



Six members were present which did not represent a quorum; therefore, in accordance with the Meeting Notice, the Chairman called the Executive Committee of the Louisiana Student Financial Assistance Commission to order.

The following members of the Commission’s Executive Committee were present:

Mr. F. Travis Lavigne, Jr.

Dr. Sandra Harper

Dr. Larry Tremblay


The following member was absent:



Mr. Jimmy Long


Three members were present with did not represent a quorum.  Mr. Lavigne temporarily

appointed Mr. Ballard, Ms. Simoneaux and Mr. Murphy resulting in a quorum.

The following members of the Authority were present:



Ms. Barbara Baier



Mr. John Williams


The following staff members were present: 
  
  
Ms. Melanie Amrhein


Dr. Sujuan Boutte’



Ms. Alice Brown



Ms. Wendy Dalawari



Mr. Kelvin Deloch



Mr. Shannon Domingue



Mr. George Eldredge

Ms. Carol Fulco


Ms. Robyn Lively


Mr. Jason McCann


Ms. Nyetta Meaux


Mr. Richard Omdal


Ms. Deborah Paul


Ms. Devlin Richard


Ms. Ryan Shaw


Mr. Gus Wales
Under Introductions and Announcements, Ms. Amrhein introduced Ms. Nyetta Meaux, 
College Access Challenge Grant Director.  Mr. Lavigne welcomed Ms. Meaux.



 The minutes of the April 18, 2013 meeting of the Louisiana Student Financial Assistance Commission were presented for review and approval.  Dr. Harper made a motion to approve.  Dr. Tremblay seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.


Mr. Lavigne offered a public comment period.  There were no comments.

Under Program Updates, Mr. Wales presented the Outreach Report for April 2013.  He stated there were a total of 26 outreach events with a total attendance of 3,774.  Mr. Wales stated the highlight of the month was the Financial Literacy for You (FLY) Tour.  He stated the tour is a series of skits, spoken word and song.  This tour is done across the state each year and promotes the programs of the agency as well as financial literacy tips.  Mr. Wales stated the tour was conducted at seven schools around the state.  Two of the schools were parish-wide events and all of the schools in the parish were bused to the host school.  Mr. Wales reported that over 2,700 students saw the FLY Tour this year.  He reported the skits are now posted on LOSFA’s YouTube site.      

Mr. Hart presented the Federal Fund and Agency Operating Fund financial statements for the period ending April 30, 2013.  Mr. Hart reported the fund balance of the operating fund is $4.6 million and a fund balance of $6.9 million in the federal fund.  Mr. Hart discussed the operating statement of the federal fund for the federal fiscal year through April 30, 2013.  He stated for the month of April, the agency has in increase of $106,000 with a decrease of $79,000 for the year.  Mr. Hart stated the agency’s reserve ratio is .636% which is well over the minimum reserve ratio of .25%.  He reviewed the current month and year-to-date net assets of the operating fund for the month of April 2013.  Mr. Hart stated the fund ended the month with an increase of $624,000 and a decrease for the federal fiscal year of $714,000. 

Mr. Lavigne asked if the year-to-date losses may become typical in future years?  Mr. Hart stated it will depend on whether the agency is required to use its operating fund to pay expenses for program awards in addition to the operating costs.   


Mr. Hart presented a report on LOSFA’s 2013 Recoveries.  Mr. Hart noted the first group of data is the 2013 Monthly Plan Recoveries by Type.  This information was received from the contractor, Sallie Mae.  He noted there is a monthly variance shown for months January through April that relates to the actual recoveries.  Mr. Hart explained the same data was used to show year to date information.  For example, for the first four months of calendar year 2013, the agency is $2.1 million better than what the contractor had projected.  Mr. Hart discussed the Monthly Recoveries by Type and the Year-to-Date Recoveries by Type.  Ms. Amrhein explained this report shows the comparison of actual figures versus projections and past performance.  
Mr. Hart presented the report on federal fund projections.  He explained that changes are being seen in recoveries and Sallie Mae has revised projections based on this.  Mr. Hart stated that delinquencies are down 26% from the previous year, the agency’s loans in repayment has only dropped 7%, and the late aged performance (accounts over 240 days delinquent) have improved which has contributed to an increase in the agency’s overall cure rate to 93%.  He reported that claims are down 5 to 7% across the industry; however, through April 2013, the agency’s claims are down by 39% from 2012.  Mr. Hart explained that, because of the changes being seen, the updated projections show that the agency’s reserve ratio will grow to over 1% by 2018.  Mr. Ballard asked why this would happen?  Mr. Hart explained the reason is due to claims being low.  The agency’s assets will not be depleted to play claims on defaulted loans.  Mr. Ballard asked why claims are lower?  Ms. Amrhein explained due to better default aversion efforts and fewer loans in the portfolio.  Mr. Ballard stated that less was borrowed.  Ms. Amrhein explained students are still borrowing; however, they are borrowing under a different program.  The agency has not guaranteed any loans since 2010.  Ms. Amrhein stated this is the loan program that no longer exists.  Student loans are now taken out through the federal government.  She stated that although the agency ceased guaranteeing loans in June 2010, the agency continues to maintain the portfolio of loans that were guaranteed prior to that date.  Those loans will stay in the portfolio until they are either paid in full, purchased in default, or discharged.  
Ms. Amrhein stated that some of the numbers that Mr. Hart was discussing earlier, i.e., the 93% cure rate, is an indication that the economy is better and borrowers are able to keep their loans out of default.  The loans become delinquent but the borrowers are able to bring them current to avoid defaulting.  She noted there are many default management tools available.  Ms. Amrhein stated when default rates increase; schools get penalized so the schools are actively participating in default management and prevention.  Mr. Ballard asked if there is a point when the dollars meet a certain amount in the reserve that the money can be allocated for other things?  Mr. Hart stated the federal government could possibly ask for it back because this is the federal government’s money available specifically for the purchase of claims.  
Mr. Hart presented the report on operating fund projections.  He explained that for 2013 the agency received state general funds in the amount of $2,132,414.00.  Mr. Hart explained the defaulted loan collection retention is what was projected as net profit for the agency.  He stated the agency has a diminishing amount of administrative and program fee income which is the default aversion fee and the account maintenance fee.  Mr. Ballard asked if that is predetermined by a set percentage?  Mr. Hart confirmed.  Mr. Hart stated the figures listed under expenses for 2013 are the best estimate at the time the projections were prepared of what the operating expenses were going to be for each program.  Mr. Hart explained that in the 2013 mid-year budget cut by Executive Order from the Governor and with the cuts to higher education, which the agency was included, required the agency to pay $878,635.00 out of the operating fund for Earning Enhancements for the START Saving Program.  
Mr. Hart discussed the fees paid to Sallie Mae.  He stated Sallie Mae receives 25% of the amount earned for the Account Maintenance Fee (AMF); 25% of net collection retention; fees paid to collection contractors; rehab discounts which are discounts on rehab loans that are put out for auction; and Student Assistance Corporation (SAC) is paid .15% of first time default aversions.  Mr. Hart explained that for following years, he has inflated all amounts by 3% per year.  Mr. Hart explained that he took the total amount the agency would generate and backed out the $2,132,414.00 paid by the state general fund which left the agency with net expenses of $15,235,128.00 versus revenues of $16,199,475.00 which gives a profit of $964,347.00 for 2013.  
Mr. Hart stated the Executive Budget recommendation for 2014 not only took all state general funds for operations but an additional $1,480,844.00.  He explained if this does happen and the agency is not able to successfully get that backed out, he has projected a loss of approximately $597,000 for the 2014 year.  The losses become more of an issue when you get to years 2016 and 2017 assuming the agency does not receive any state general funds to operate.  
Dr. Harper asked if that is a good assumption to project the agency not receiving SGF in the future?  Ms. Amrhein stated that based on the projections that have been shared with the Governor’s Executive Staff and on the profits they see immediately, they are substituting what they had given us in SGF with what the agency is projected to make in revenues.  This was shared with the Executive Staff and it was explained that those funds will not continue to exist.  There is hope that state general funds will be available in the future; however, no assurances have been given to that effect.  Ms. Amrhein stated that currently it looks like it will be year to year based on the agency’s projections because everything so far has been based upon the anticipated revenues.  Dr. Harper stated that if this “pans out” in four years the agency will have no net assets.  Mr. Hart confirmed.    
Mr. Hart stated that in discussions with other guaranty agencies, which are also state agencies, it is not highly unusual to ask GA’s to fund their operating costs.   
Dr. Tremblay stated it was discouraging that funds were taken from the Earning Enhancements because those funds are different from operating funds.  He stated those funds are part of a program responsibility.  Ms. Amrhein explained that was a decision that LOSFA had to make.  She stated the agency was only told the amount that had to be cut.  Ms. Amrhein stated that GO Grant and TOPS could not be cut and those were the only two programs with SGF besides Earning Enhancements (EE).  After scrutinizing what was committed in EE’s to account owners, it was determined that this amount was unallocated EE’s.  She explained the funds may not have to be replaced if not needed; however, if they are needed they will be replaced with federal funds.  

Mr. Lavigne stated that TOPS is funded with SGF.  He asked if this goes away, how will TOPS be administered?  Dr. Harper asked if there is anyone actually asking this question?  Ms. Amrhein stated the people that should be asking that question have not done so.  Dr. Tremblay stated the way to bring this situation to the surface is for the first thing to be cut is the ability to administer TOPS which would get everyone’s attention.  Mr. Lavigne stated this message needs to be sent in writing to the Governor’s Executive staff.  Ms. Amrhein asked the Chairman if he would like LOSFA staff to prepare a letter for his signature?  He confirmed.  Dr. Tremblay suggested waiting until the current legislative session is over before submitting a letter.  He stated if it does not directly impact this year’s session, there is a chance it may get lost in the shuffle.  Mr. Ballard stated his suggestion is to submit it now and a few weeks after the session has ended.  
Dr. Boutte’ presented the GO Grant update as of May 16, 2013.  She explained the report shows a detailed view by school of the 2012-13 allocation, regular billed amount and allocation balance.  Dr. Boutte’ stated the current balance in GO is $96,249.00.  She stated the good thing is that there were more requests made for additional funding than initial funding left.  The smaller schools with the smaller balances were made whole.  The larger schools received approximately half of what was requested.  Dr. Boutte’ stated she is confident the funds will be expended without giving summer awards.  

Dr. Boutte’ presented the John R. Justice program update as of April 30, 2013.  The Second Circuit continues to be the only district in which no applications have been received.  Dr. Boutte’ explained that efforts have been made including press releases, a letter sent to the Shreveport Bar Association Executive Director to make sure individuals in the Second Circuit are aware of this program.  Dr. Boutte’ stated that she has also contacted former Chairman Levy of the Board of Regents who lives in that area.  Mr. Levy informed Dr. Boutte’ that in the Second District there are more public defenders that have experience and thus do not have a lot of loan debt.  Mr. Levy was not surprised that staff was having difficulty giving away money to pay student loans.  Dr. Boutte’ stated the deadline has been extended for this district only to June 7, 2013.  This will allow more time for outreach in the Second District; however, it will also allow staff to begin making award selections in the remaining districts.  

Dr. Boutte’ stated in efforts to ensure all of the awards are made each year, staff has suggested having a waiting or alternate list in which letters will go out informing applicants that if the first applicant does not work out for whatever reason, they may be considered for funding and ask them to submit their information if they wish to be considered.  Mr. Ballard stated that approach sounds very efficient and members agreed.   

Dr. Boutte’ explained that staff has already sent a notice to the Federal Program Director asking that in the event, after doing all of the additional outreach for the Second District, there are still no applicants, would it be acceptable to redistribute that money to one of the applicants on the wait list in another district?  She explained that staff is waiting on a response from the Federal Program Director and after that is received; the issue will be brought back to the Commission for approval.  


Dr. Tremblay asked to comment on the previous update.  He stated that it seems the point has been reached where the expectation for need-based financial aid is that the GO Grant will get $26 million and it does not matter whether $30, 40, 50 million is needed; the program receives $26 million.  Dr. Tremblay stated with the “more or less” language for TOPS, it is obvious that all of the energy goes to locate resources for the merit-based aid and the need-based aid continues to be underfunded.  He stated that as a Commission, a case can be made that the need-based financial aid is at least as important as the merit-based aid, if not more important.      
            Ms. Amrhein presented the TOPS update.  The report shows the TOPS payments made by school and type of award as of May 10, 2013.  She explained that what are not shown on the report are the invoices from schools that are being held because the funds are not available to pay them.  Ms. Amrhein stated the TOPS summary shows a minimum and maximum estimate of where TOPS bills will be at the end of the year.  It looks to be somewhere between $192 million and $194 million.  Ms. Amrhein presented an internal BA-7 which was approved by the Office of Planning and Budget for an additional $8.5 million to fund the remainder of the TOPS bills pending.  This will bring the total appropriation for the year up to $192,085,151.  She stated this should take care of the remaining in-house invoices.  Ms. Amrhein stated there will be other bills submitted that will have to be paid out of next year’s appropriation.  She stated this happens every year.  

Ms. Baier asked if the students know that their TOPS award has not been paid.  Ms. Amrhein explained there are different policies at different schools.  Some schools will allow the student’s account to show that a pending TOPS award is forthcoming but others will require the student to pay and the student get reimbursed when the funds become available.  Ms. Amrhein explained both scenarios can cause cash flow issues either for the school or for the student.  She explained that one of the problems last year was the implementation of a new software system at most of the schools.  It was not showing accurate information on the school’s end or on the agency’s end.  Ms. Amrhein explained that LOSFA tries to work with the schools so as not to make the student responsible.  

Mr. Ballard asks how delinquent are the TOPS payments currently?  Ms. Amrhein explained that when the funds are available to LOSFA, the TOPS payments are made weekly.  He asked what happens when the funds are unavailable?  Ms. Amrhein explained that a letter was sent to all the institutions in February when the agency staff knew there would not be sufficient funds to cover all TOPS bills.  Dr. Purcell, Commissioner of Higher Education, also approved and signed the letter that went out.  

Mr. Ballard asked, for example, how LSU handles the issues of students receiving fee bills with TOPS anticipated payment listed on the bill?  Ms. Simoneaux explained that when it is not paid, the student will be inconvenienced because the system will not allow them to register for the next semester with an outstanding balance on their fee bill.  She explained that some fee bills have to be flagged or programs rewritten to allow these students to register even though the TOPS award has not been paid.  Mr. Ballard confirmed that the school has to manipulate ways for this to happen?  Ms. Simoneaux agreed.  Mr. Ballard stated he feels there is an obligation by the state when awarding these students for their hard work.  He stated from a percentage perspective more students are qualifying for TOPS, which is a good thing because the program is doing what it is intended to do.  Mr. Ballard stated students cannot be held responsible when the funds are not available.  
Dr. Boutte’ explained that the majority of the students that have received the TOPS award and the agency is waiting on funds; these students are being issued a credit with pending funds.  

Mr. Lavigne stated with the facts as they are with TOPS, he feels a letter to the Chairman of Senate Finance, the Vice Chairman and other permanent members and possibly the House Appropriations Committee as well may be beneficial. 

 

Dr. Boutte’ presented an update on the Louisiana Connect portal as of May 15, 2013.  Dr. Boutte’ stated there are currently 126,649 total active users on the portal and the numbers are increasing each week even after the deadline for counselors entering the Individual Graduation Plans (IGP).  The statistics are showing that students are going into the portal and doing the things that research has shown are more related or correlated to positive enrollment in post-secondary education.  For example, making their college lists, making their career lists, researching employers, etc.  Dr. Boutte’ stated outreach efforts continue.  There were several meetings within the last month.  One with bringing the Lafayette GEAR Up Program on board.  Another with being proactive with bringing the private schools on and assessing what issues they have.    

Ms. Amrhein presented the Final Program Review Determination conducted by Federal Student Aid.  Ms. Amrhein stated the audit has been closed with no findings.  This audit covered the Federal Fund, the Agency Operating Fund, the Investment Analysis, Managerial Control and Data Security and Disaster Recovery Plan.  

Ms. Amrhein presented a report conducted by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor’s Office on TOPS Performance.  She explained the report was made public a couple of weeks ago and the press likes to pick up on what they see as negative; i.e., the number of students that lost their TOPS award and how much that costs the state.  She explained that staff sees that as an opportunity that the students had to engage in post-secondary education based on the success that they had in high school and how most of those students did continue on in college and graduate.  

Mr. Murphy asked if a trend is seen in the report?  Ms. Amrhein stated there is not a trend seen and things have been fairly consistent.  She stated that she thinks it will be seen that fewer students lose the award since the Commission changed the rule to allow summers to count for the credit hours.  


Dr. Harper explained that she noticed in the report the correlation between the different categories and the ability to succeed and not have the award canceled.  Ms. Amrhein stated that based on the ability of the student is where those qualifications come from.  The students on the opportunity award do not have the higher ACT score.  Dr. Harper also made the statement that this report could also show where money could be “shaved” off to use in need-based aid.  

Mr. Eldredge stated the program is an opportunity program.  The purpose was to provide an opportunity to students if they met a certain level.  He noted that Appendix A, which is the response that Ms. Amrhein submitted, has some very important bullet points.  One being that 80% of the money spent on TOPS was for students who actually completed their eligibility.  Another point is these students continue on even if they lose their TOPS.  


Dr. Boutte’ stated one of the things LOSFA is interested in, specifically with respect to GEAR Up, is if the agency is afforded another opportunity to write for an additional GEAR Up Grant, to use a transition year, as in a service offering more support to students from the time they graduate from high school and transition into the first year of college.  She noted the Federal Government is supportive of this effort.  

Mr. Eldredge presented the legislative update as of May 20, 2013.  He discussed the bills which are being considered for this legislative session that affect the role, scope or mission of the agency.  Mr. Eldredge discussed the bills that are moving through Committee.  
HB 243 – Carter

TOPS:
Provides that students graduating with an International Baccalaureate Diploma from out-of-state or out-of-country high schools approved by the International Baccalaureate Organization are eligible for a TOPS award, provided they meet the other eligibility criteria (3 points higher on ACT, Louisiana residency, U.S. citizenship, etc.).  Effective for students who graduate from high school in 2010 and thereafter.

Mr. Eldredge stated this bill has passed through the Senate Ed Committee and will be debated this afternoon on the Senate Floor.  If passed on the Senate Floor, it will be enrolled  and go to the Governor.  Mr. Eldredge gave a brief description on an International Baccalaureate Diploma.
 
SB 202 – Nevers

TOPS:
Revises core curriculum requirements to provide additional rigor and provides a 5.0 grading scale to be used for AP and IB courses when calculating the grade point average for TOPS awards.  Amendments “undelete” older core requirements, add dual enrollment courses to the 5.0 grading scale and “undelete” the provision requiring Board of Regents input when adding equivalent courses.


Mr. Eldredge stated this bill is an effort by the Department of Education and the Taylor Foundation as an effort to make the core more rigorous.  Mr. Eldredge included a list of courses added and deleted by Senate Bill 202.  He stated if there are any amendments on the Floor, this could change.  Mr. Eldredge explained they have added AP and IB courses into the statute.  This bill is scheduled to be debated this afternoon.  Mr. Eldredge was told by House Education staff there may be an amendment added which makes it clear that gifted courses will be treated as core courses if they match up to the core.  


Dr. Tremblay noted that the Department of Education and the Taylor Foundation are the ones who made the decision as to what courses are added and what courses are deleted from the Core.  He stated he is surprised to see that courses such as Physics II and IB Biology III have been deleted.  Mr. Eldredge stated the reason that he was given for the changes is that they wanted to force students who wanted a TOPS award to take AP courses.  

Under Committee Reports, it was proposed that the Commission receive the approved minutes of the Advisory Committee that were adopted at its last meeting on March 15, 2013.  Ms. Simoneaux made a motion to approve.  Mr. Murphy seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Under New Business, it was proposed that the Commission consider and act upon requests for exception to the TOPS regulatory provisions that require students to enroll full-time, to remain continuously enrolled, and to earn at least 24 credit hours during the academic year.  Staff recommended approval of requests submitted by James (413582), Justin (424404), Linsey (472491), Jessica (133994), and Chad (567546).  There were no recommendations for denial.  Dr. Harper made a motion for approval.  Mr. Murphy seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  


Mr. Eldredge presented some statistical information regarding the TOPS exceptions.  He reported that Exceptional Circumstances since the beginning of the year include 32 approvals, 24 denied based on rules and 5 have been deferred to obtain additional information to possibly recommend them for approval.  
 


It was proposed that the Commission adopt the monetary amount that will constitute the Weighted Average Award Amount, for TOPS recipients who attend institutions that are members of the Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (LAICU) during the 2013-14 academic year.  Mr. Lavigne stated the new weighted average is computed to be $4,086.00 per year.  Dr. Harper made a motion for approval.  Ms. Simoneaux seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

The Chairman called a recess of the Louisiana Student Financial Assistance Commission at 12:19 p.m.  


Mr. Lavigne reconvened the meeting of the Louisiana Student Financial Assistance Commission at 1:25 p.m. and met jointly with the Louisiana Tuition Trust Authority.    
It was proposed that the Commission and Authority receive and review the agency’s Strategic Plan for FY 2014-2015 through FY 2018-2019.  Mr. Lavigne explained the Strategic Plan must be review and revised every three years.  He stated the Strategic Plan was revised due to the outsourcing which occurred and the tremendous number of employees that were involved.  Ms. Amrhein stated changes were also made to the Strategic Plan this year because the focus is shifting.  College access has always been a priority with the agency but it has previously been through financial aid programs and monetary access to access post-secondary education.  The shift is now not only on the financial end but on information as well and making sure that students are academically, financially and emotionally prepared for college.  Ms. Amrhein stated the Strategic Plan has also been revised to include the Louisiana Connect Portal and all of the avenues that will open for college access in the state.  Ms. Amrhein noted the plan must be submitted by July 1, 2013.  She also commended the staff for the amount of effort placed into revising the Strategic Plan.  Dr. Harper made a motion to approve.  Mr. Williams seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

It was proposed that the Commission and Authority receive the Ad Hoc Personnel Committee report and recommendations and act thereon.  The report was presented as follows:
Mr. Lavigne, Commission Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:20 p.m.  Mr. Lavigne, Dr. Tremblay, Ms. Baier, Dr. Harper, Ms. Simoneaux, and Mr. Williams were present.  Mr. Ehlinger, Jr., Mr. Lawson, Mr. Sibille, and Mr. Toups were absent.  Six members were present for a quorum.


Mr. Lavigne announced that Ms. Amrhein will be retiring effective August 23, 2013.  He expressed the gratitude of the Commission and stated how much she will be missed by all.


Mr. Lavigne asked Dr. Tremblay to serve as the Committee Chair.  Dr. Tremblay accepted.  He also noted that Ms. Amrhein’s physical last day will be May 31, 2013 as she has accrued leave and has chosen to use it.


Dr. Harper moved to allow the Interim to apply for the permanent position.  Ms. Simoneaux seconded and it passed unanimously.  


Dr. Harper made a motion to have a maximum amount of $2,500 used for advertising in the Advocate, The Chronicle, and industry websites.  Ms. Baier seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  


Dr. Tremblay asked for comment about wording of the advertisement.  Mr. Ballard stated the ad could be condensed and still contain the pertinent information.  


Dr. Tremblay suggested that the advertisement begin on June 3, 2013 in the Advocate and responses must be submitted by July 3, 2013.  Dr. Tremblay stated the language should read that responses will begin to be reviewed on July 3, 2013.  Dr. Tremblay stated that he is confident that the agency staff will handle the advertisement, dates, etc. properly.  The committee agreed.


Dr. Tremblay suggested that the start date for the permanent position to start on September 1, 2013 or soon thereafter.  The committee agreed.



It was proposed that the committee recommend an Interim Executive Director beginning June 1, 2013 and setting compensation for that appointment.  

Ms. Simoneaux made a motion recommending Dr. Sujuan Boutte’ as the Interim Director beginning June 1, 2013.  Ms. Baier seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  


Ms. Baier made a motion to set the compensation of the Interim Executive Director to $121,000.  Mr. Williams seconded the amended motion and it passed unanimously.
Dr. Harper made a motion to approve.  Mr. Ballard seconded the motion and it passed unanimously


 There being no further business, Mr. Murphy made a motion to adjourn at 1:35 p.m.  Mr. Ballard seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

APPROVED:







F. Travis Lavigne, Jr.






Chairman 
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