OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
SEPTEMBER 22, 2015
1:15 PM

5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD
VETERANS AUDITORIUM

BATON ROUGE, LA
PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Skains called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M. He gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Ms. Laura Edwards.

Members and Alternate Members present: Mr. Reggie Skains, Chairman; Mr. John Compton, Secretary/ Treasurer; Dr. Rogers Leonard, LSU AgCenter; Mr. Ruben Dauzat; Dr. Ernest Girouard, and Mr. Ed Yerger  

Members absent: Mr. George Guillory, Vice Chairman and Randell Fletcher
A quorum was present.

Others Present: Mr. Britt Paul, USDA-NRCS Assistant State Conservationist;  Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF-OSWC; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Laura Edwards, LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Faran Dietz, OSWC/Capital SWCD; Ms. Caitlin Lambert, LDAF-OSWC
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Chairman Skains asked if there were any comments from the public or Commissioners.  Mr. Ruben Dauzat said that Mr. Charlie Dupuy was at home with his family but his health is continuing to decline. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the August 25, 2015 State Commission minutes and there were none.  Chairman Skains said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the August 25, 2015 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Dauzat made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed of the August 25, 2015 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Skains said they would now take up Unfinished Business and asked Mr. Spicer to review the items with the SSWCC.
NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement    
Mr. Spicer said Commissioner Strain signed two copies of the 2015 Cooperative Agreement for $600,000 and Amendment #01 for $334,000 and the agreements were sent back to NRCS on September 17, 2015 for further processing.  Mr. Britt said they were signed and sent to Washington, but with the new processing system, it takes longer to get approval and it is harder to track the status of agreements.
Affordable Care Act (ACA)
Mr. Spicer said beginning in 2015, employers are subject to the EMPLOYER SHARED RESPONSIBILITY that requires large employers to offer affordable minimum essential health coverage to all full-time employees who are employees that work 30 or more hours per week.  He said reporting for about 24 months, starting July 1, 2014 is required for all covered individuals including active employees and their dependents, retirees, surviving spouses, and COBRA qualified beneficiaries.  He said noncompliance with this provision results in heavy fines for the state as all State Agencies are reported under one tax ID, OFFICE OF STATE UNIFORM PAYROLL (OSUP) for the STATE OF LOUISIANA, so each State Agency must verify their data base for correctness.  He said if only one full time employee in any State Agency received a premium tax credit, then OSUP could be fined possibly as much as $80 million.  He said should the Sate be fined all State Agencies will be assessed their share of the penalty according to how many full time employees they employ.

Mr. Spicer said that LDAF HR is in the process of gathering and verifying data on each person and their dependents insured with OGB by October 31, 2015.  He said they are also coding and inputting each employee and supervisors recurring weekly work schedule because they have to track each person for almost two years to be sure they are insured or not eligible to be insured by OGB.  He said under the new ACA rules, every person working approximately130 hours per month must be offered affordable insurance and each State Agency must prove that affordable minimum essential coverage was offered to each person and that the premiums are not more than 9.5% of the employee’s household income.
Chairman Skains asked how will the board supervisors report their hours worked.  Mr. Spicer said we will use the beginning and ending times shown in the district board minutes to track the hours that board supervisors work each month.  He said they will only report supervisors that are receiving per diem.
Mr. Spicer said LDAF HR is continuing their training of ACA responsibilities, the codes, and forms to input data into the OSUP system.  He said the districts are required to maintain ACA records and that ACA training is also being offered free to the SWCDs so the districts will know how to keep employee payroll records in the district offices and how to comply with data requests from OSWC and LDAF HR. 

State Commission Convention Election – Area III and Area IV 
Mr. Spicer said the Convention Election letters were sent August 31st  to the twenty districts in Areas III and IV requesting the names of delegates and alternate delegates to attend the October 27th State Commission Convention Election in Crowley.  He said the letter requests the districts to send OSWC the names of their delegate and alternate delegate to attend the convention by October 13th.

Mr. Spicer said as of today, out of the twenty districts, we have received delegate and alternate delegate names from four districts.  

Chairman Skains said if there were no questions, we will move to the next agenda item, the NRCS Report.
NRCS State Conservationist Report

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Britt Paul, Assistant State Conservationist, to give the NRCS report. Mr. Paul said that Mr. Norton sent his apologies for not attending but he had a scheduling conflict and was at a tri-state meeting in Mississippi.  He thanked the Commission for having him and provided each person with a copy of  the Louisiana Conservation Update for this month.  He said this month’s Conservation Update focuses on the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA) and its 25th anniversary.  He said NRCS is a member of the task force along with four other agencies and they have been involved with many coastal restoration projects in the last 25 years.  He said the Conservation Update states: “over the past 25 years CWPPRA has authorized funding for 204 projects, of which 101 have been constructed. NRCS is the federal sponsor of 67 of the total projects and has completed construction on 43 and have also partnered with U.S .Fish and Wildlife to design and oversee construction on 14 of their sponsored projects.”  Mr. Paul said the Conservation Update also highlights some of the projects currently under construction: LA39 Coastwide Vegetative Plantings that is in its 5th year and has installed 217,000 wetland plants; LA-3b Coastwide Nutria Control Program that is in its 14th year providing trappers incentive payments to harvest nutria.  He said nutria are herbivores and that prior to the program it is estimated that they damaged about 100,000 acres of  marshland each year but with the trappers harvesting an average of 337,071 nutria annually, the damage has been reduced to about 6,000 acres in 2015.  He said another project is the CS-29 Black Bayou Culverts project where ten large box culverts were installed in Black Bayou at the intersection of LA Hwy 384 that lets floodwater escape the Mermentau River Basin and prevents saltwater from entering the Mermentau Basin from the Calcasieu River.   He said another project is BS-16 South Lake Lery Shoreline and Marsh Restoration project in Plaquemines Parish to restore acres damaged around Lake Lery and surrounding wetlands during Hurricane Katrina in 2005.  He said there will be a 25-year celebration held October 14th at 10:00 AM at Grand Isle State Park in Grand Isle, Louisiana and everyone is invited; he said there will be a few speakers, lunch and then field tours. Mr. Paul said also in the Conservation Update are several more articles: 2015 International Year of Soils, regarding the state’s soil treasures; an update on the Strike-Force Initiative; Story From the Field on a farmer in Bossier Parish continuing the family legacy of farming; the Vermilion River Cleanup on October 24th being partnered by several groups and agencies such as the Vermilion SWCD and Dr. Ernest Girouard; and the last article on the NRCS Conservation CLIENT GATEWAY.  Mr. Paul encouraged the Commission to try using the Client Gateway and to encourage their SWCD board members to sign up and use the Client Gateway.  Mr. Paul said, with that, I conclude my report and asked if there were any questions.
Mr. Spicer said that on their Spring visit with Congress, they discussed the renewal of the Restoration Act, and Congressman Garret Graves assured them he would be working for its renewal.  Mr. Paul said the Act’s authorization will expire in 2019, in four years, but it is not too early to start working on its renewal.  He said there have been some conversations with Congressmen Graves and Boustany and there is some concern with the amount of restoration dollars coming into the State.  Mr. Paul said this program has been around 25 years and actually gets project on the ground; it does not spend a lot of funds on studies.  He said this program is more about implementing projects whereas other sources of funds frequently require a lot of studies before project implementation starts.  He said projects funded under this Act puts actual coastal protection and restoration projects on the ground. 
Chairman Skains thanked Mr. Paul for the report and said the next item is Correspondence. 

Correspondence

Chairman Skains said he would briefly review the correspondence and if anyone had any questions or comments, please speak up.
Chairman Skains said the first item is a press release regarding USDA designating 20 parishes as natural disasters areas in Louisiana due to the drought. He said three months ago it was 33 parishes due to the floods, now another 22 due to drought, making it a total of 55 parishes out of 64 that have had disasters this year.  He said farmers can contact the local FSA office for more information regarding the natural disaster program.
Chairman Skains said the next item is a news article regarding Pigweed plaguing Louisiana Farms.  He asked Dr. Rogers Leonard if he had any comments on this.  Dr. Leonard said there are a couple of different resistant pigweeds in Louisiana. He said of the several different resistant varieties in Louisiana, the Palmer Amaranth pigweed is one of them and has been in Louisiana for several years but they have found about a dozen others that have been recently identified too, one is a water hemp which is very similar to Palmer pigweed and easily confused. He said the infested acreage is expanding each year, but this does not mean that every pigweed is herbicide resistant although some are resistant to glyphosate herbicides so farmers are using a combination of products and rotating the use of different herbicides to get the level of control they want.  He said they need to kill it all, they do not want a green field, they want to kill it all to a scorched earth or the surviving pigweed will cause problems down the road by coming resistant to the herbicides.  He said the best method of controlling pigweed is not to spread its seeds from an infected field to clean field, the farmer should clean the equipment before moving it from field to field.  He said we have a herbicide resistant pigweed in west Louisiana that was also found in Tennessee and Mississippi; pollen can travel long distances. 
Chairman Skains said the next article regards LDAF finding a credit card skimmer on gas pumps in Baton Rouge and advising debit and credit card users to watch their bank accounts closely and report any fraudulent charges.  Mr. Spicer said LDAF has been working with the FBI since June when they discovered the first skimmer inside a gas pump and most of the skimmers were at gas stations on heavily traveled highways.
Chairman Skains said the next news release regards a five year $3 Million grant awarded to LDAF by FDA to support food safety efforts for humans and animals thru lab test sampling.  He asked Dr. Leonard to comment.  Dr. Leonard said Dr. Mark LeBlanc will help to upgrade protocols to ensure that the same procedures are used throughout the United States. He said food safety is more serious than most people realize. 

Chairman Skains said the next article states that some Gubernatorial candidates’ TV ads are focusing on reducing the number of vehicles used by State employees.  He said this always comes up in a Gubernatorial election.  He said according to the DOA in August 2015, there are 10,543 state vehicles being used in various agencies.  He said at the cost of $10 million all of the vehicles are being outfitted with GPS devises that will feed data to computerized database on how, when, and where each vehicle is being used and this is expected to save the State $30 million in fuel, maintenance, and insurance costs.
Chairman Skains said the next two articles regard LDAF’s one of a kind 18-wheeler outfitted with stainless steel cages, air conditioning and running water ready to rescue and evacuate pets during disasters.  He said the impetus behind the mobile pet center occurred during Katrina; so many people would not evacuate without their pets and at that time only people, not their pets could be evacuated.  He in 2006 the federal Pets Evacuation and Transportation Standard Act was passed to assist in evacuating and sheltering animals so people can be co-located with their pets and in the same year, Louisiana enacted its own pet law, the Pet Evacuation Bill, Act 615. Chairman Skains said the new mobile 18-wheeler pet shelter was unveiled and toured August 27, 2015 by many officials and agencies.
Chairman Skains said the next article regards 25 complaints of water in the gas at Sam’s Club on Siegen Lane in Baton Rouge and it advises anyone who purchased the bad gas to contact the Sam’s Club manager.
Chairman Skains said the last article regards LDAF’s plan for the Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) that migratory birds heading south can spread the disease to poultry farmers and backyard enthusiasts’ flocks. He said the CDC states that no human HPAI infections have been detected and considers risk to people low, but they recommend vaccinations for commercial famers and backyard hobbyists.  He said the article advises all poultry farmers and hobbyists to be vaccinated against the flu to prevent co-infection with HPAI as such co-infection gives the two viruses opportunity to exchange genes and could result in a new type of flu virus. Also, he said, no live poultry or poultry products may enter Louisiana from a HPAI infected zone until the quarantine is lifted and it cautions people to wash their hands thoroughly when handling any wild birds as an infected bird may not seem ill but be infected.  
Mr. Spicer asked Mr. Leonard if they had anyone operating a composting facility.  Dr. Leonard said they do, but it is all internal for LSU only where they turn over the waste materials on the campus and use it for all the trees and landscaping; they do not have an active research operation.  Mr. Spicer said then we do not have a specialist in the state to assist with composting.  Correct, Dr. Leonard said, but this particular issue is big with the AgCenter because under consideration is one of the 4-H programs, the poultry operations, and if that goes through then the AgCenter will not have the poultry fair at the livestock show this year.  Dr. Leonard said the concern is that one way for the flu to spread throughout the state is through backyard operations and most of the other southern states right now have suspended poultry in the 4-H program.  Mr. Spicer said he spoke recently with a man in Lafourche Parish that was bringing in chicks to raise for eggs and meat products.  He said the man had never heard of the HPAI flu so how many other backyard producers are out there that because of lack of awareness can easily contribute to the spread the flu?
Dr. Girouard said they had a lot of dead animals on the coast after Hurricane Rita and asked if there is a better way to handle these dead animals.  Mr. Spicer said not that he was aware of; that in most disasters it is a local decision on how to dispose of dead animals.  Mr. Paul said there was an attempt to do something through FEMA and APHIS and they came out with a strategy but it does not get to the level of detail that you would need to make quick decisions nor how to generate the documents FEMA required to give you the authority and money to go do what is needed to be done; he said getting that document is what takes time.  Dr. Girouard said they had a grant but by the time they got the authority to pick the animals up to transport them to Bossier Air Force Base, it was all liquid. He said the Police Jury was paid by FEMA to pick up debris and dump it at the solid waste site and then FEMA turned around and paid them to haul the debris off to another site, so they got double pay for the debris and that is why they would not let us use the tree wastes as a fuel source. 
Chairman Skains asked if anyone had any questions or comments and there were none.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this agenda item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said there were three resignations this month and they are:  Mr. Jerry Carter, elected position, Bodcau SWCD; Ms. Clara Kleinpeter, appointed position, Iberia SWCD who resigned due to ill health; and Mr. Robert Freeman, elected position, Iberia SWCD, who resigned his elected position so he can be appointed to fill the vacant appointed  position of Ms. Clara Kleinpeter. 
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the supervisor resignations.

Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to approve the resignations of Mr. Jerry Carter, elected position, Bodcau SWCD; Ms. Clara Kleinpeter, appointed position, Iberia SWCD; and Mr. Robert Freeman, elected position, Iberia SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Dauzat and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said there are several requests for the State Commission to appoint supervisors to a new term in office this month and they are:

Iberia SWCD, Mr. Robert Freeman appointed to fill the vacant appointed position of Ms. Clara Kleinpeter.  Term will begin November 27, 2015 and will expire on November 27, 2018.

Bodcau SWCD, Mr. Obie Hamiter appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Jerry Carter. Term will begin September 22, 2015 and will expire on June 30, 2016.

Caddo SWCD, Mr. LeRoy Kirby, III, reappointed to fill his vacant appointed position. Term will begin November 18, 2015 and will expire on November 18, 2018

Capital SWCD, Mr. John Compton, reappointed to fill his vacant appointed position. Term will begin November 23, 2015 and will expire on November 23, 2018

Feliciana SWCD, Mr. Dan DeLee, reappointed to fill his vacant appointed position. Term will begin November 23, 2015 and will expire on November 23, 2018

Lafayette SWCD, Mr. Eddie Blanchard appointed to fill the vacant appointed position of Mr. Eugene Landry. Term will begin September 22, 2015 and will expire on June 11, 2018.

Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the resignations, appointments and reappointments.

Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to approve the appointments and reappointments of supervisors Mr. Robert Freeman, appointed position, Iberia SWCD; Mr. Obie Hamiter, elected position, Bodcau SWCD; Mr. LeRoy Kirby, III, appointed position, Caddo SWCD; Mr. John Compton, appointed position, Capital SWCD; Mr. Dan DeLee, appointed position, Feliciana SWCD; and Mr. Eddie Blanchard, appointed position, Lafayette SWCD. The motion was seconded by Mr. Dauzat and passed unanimously.

EPA/DEQ Dairy Inspections

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission members.  Mr. Spicer said they had a meeting in Amite three weeks ago with approximately twenty-five dairymen from Tangipahoa and St. Helena parishes and the Dallas, Texas EPA inspection staff. He said the morning meeting went well with the producers and the meeting after lunch was with EPA, NRCS and state agencies.  Mr. Spicer said it was made clear by EPA that if the dairymen fail to comply with the EPA cease and desist orders to stop discharging into water of the U.S. that will likely be issued in the near future, then they could be fined a huge fine of up to $30,000/day.  He said the other issue is by them not complying with EPA environmental quality regulations they will be jeopardizing the whole industry to be placed under EPA’s Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFO) rules and then they will have to do quarterly sampling, plus meet the requirement for a discharge permit and pay an annual fee and after being cited by EPA there is no federal cost-share of any kind available once that happens.  Mr. Spicer said they also met with the Tangipahoa-St Helena SWCD Board to discuss the board acquiring the dairy cleanout equipment from the DeSoto SWCD.  He said the Tangipahoa-St Helena SWCD Chairman asked to look at the equipment before they accepted it.  Mr. Spicer said that he is trying to get photos of the equipment to the Tangipahoa-St Helena SWCD Board for their review and they will decide if they wish to accept the cleanout out equipment and if so, to prepare an agreement to transfer it from the DeSoto SWCD and then bring it into their district.  He said they will also need to determine how to manage the use of the equipment.  Mr. Spicer said it may take some time before it all gets worked out.
Chairman Skains asked if the DeSoto SWCD can sell the equipment if it was purchased with federal grant dollars.  Mr. Spicer said it belongs to the DeSoto SWCD and it was purchased with EPA 319 grant funds and the DeSoto SWCD cost-shared primarily by program participants’ in-kind contributions.  Mr. Spicer said it is his understanding that the DeSoto SWCD has also put money into the equipment for repairs since the grant has expired.  Chairman Skains said, so, the dairymen will be out of business before they get the cleanout equipment to Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD. Mr. Spicer said there is a new vendor preparing to start operating in the area and has already purchased new equipment.  Mr. Spicer said the problem is that there was only one vendor in that area and he passed away and it is his understanding there is a dispute over the equipment so it cannot be used.  He said this new vendor purchased new equipment that was to be delivered last week.  Chairman Skains asked if there were any questions and there were none.
Other Business  

Chairman Skains asked Dr. Leonard if he had any comments.  Dr. Leonard said the AgCenter is having a nursery landscaping field day at the Hammond Station on October 8th and on the same day a Beef Cattle and Forge Field Day at the Dean Lee Research Station in Alexandria.  He said they were working with the veterans group in collaboration with LDAF, NRCS, and FSA to try and help bring veterans into the beginning farmer network.  He said there will be an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) workshop on October 7th at the Dean Lee Research Station. 
Chairman Skains thanked Dr. Leonard for his comments and asked if there are any other comments from the Commission or the public; there were none.

Mr. Spicer said he had one other item, the Saline SWCD had an audit citation this year for exceeding their budgeted expenditures by $2,400.  He said this is the third year in a row they exceeded their budgeted expenditures.  Mr. Spicer said it is the responsibility of the State Commission to contact the board and stress the seriousness of the citing and to let the Commission know in writing how the district plans to remedy the situation. He said the district was not cited for misuse of funds but for management of their budget.  He said it is against State law to exceed budgeted expenditures and if not corrected it could affect future funding.  He said each district is required to prepare and review a monthly budget report that is approved by the board at each meeting.  Mr. Spicer said the monthly budget report in this case was included but the column showing the remaining balance was not completed.  He said had it been completed the board would have known they were overspending and they could have revised the budget categories.  After a discussion, Chairman Skains asked for a motion to direct Mr. Spicer to send a letter to the Saline SWCD from the State Commission stressing the importance of completing and reviewing their monthly budget report and not exceed their budgeted expenditures and request the district provide the Commission in writing the corrective action they will take addressing the audit citation.  He said he recommends that the district seek, if needed, assistance from the OSWC in the future.

 Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion for Mr. Spicer to send a letter to the Saline SWCD from the State Commission stressing the importance of completing and reviewing their monthly budget report and not exceed their budgeted expenditures and requesting the written corrective action by the board of the audit citation and recommending that the district seek assistance from the OSWC in the future.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Mr. Breaux said some of the Program Assistant positions have been filled in the D’Arbonne, Lafayette, Avoyelles, and Jefferson Davis SWCD offices.  He said the Madison SWCD interviewed two individuals, but declined to hire either of them so they are re-advertising the position.  He said in addition to these new hires, there will be another four or five NRCS positions filled soon and everyone involved wants to see these contract position hires sped up, but it may not happen.
Chairman Skains asked Ms. Lambert and Ms. Dietz if they had any comments; there were had none.
Mr. Spicer said he spoke to the Wyndham Garden Hotel in Lafayette and their renovations will be completed in November.  He said they have the first, fourth and fifth floors completed along with all the meeting facilities, the bar and restaurants, and everything in the lobby except the new furniture.  He said he agreed to inspect the hotel on October 3rd.  Mr. Dauzat said Mr. George Guillory is working on a menu for the Sunday evening social and is looking for a location as close to the hotel as he can to hold an off-site social.
Next meeting

Chairman Skains said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 27, 2015 at 1:15 P.M. in the LSU Acadia AgCenter Auditorium, 157 Cherokee Drive, Crowley, Louisiana and for those Commission members interested in attending Areas III and IV Election Convention, it will start at 11:00 AM.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Skains asked if there were any other comments from the public or Commission members and there were none.  
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Skains said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to adjourn at 2:08 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
/s/ Reggie Skains______
Reggie Skains, Chairman 
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