OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
OCTOBER 27, 2015
1:15 PM

157 CHEROKEE DRIVE
LSU ACADIA AGCENTER AUDITORIUM

CROWLEY, LA
PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Skains called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M. He gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Mr. Joey Breaux.

Members and Alternate Members present: Mr. Reggie Skains, Chairman; Mr. George Guillory, Vice-Chairman; Mr. John Compton, Secretary/ Treasurer; Mr. Randell Fletcher; Mr. Chris Carter and Dr. Ernest Girouard, LSU AgCenter. 

Members absent: Mr. Ruben Dauzat, LACD President; Mr. Ed Yerger and Dr. Rogers Leonard, LSU AgCenter.
A quorum was present.

Others Present: Mr. Kevin Norton, USDA-NRCS State Conservationist;  Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF-OSWC; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Mr. David Daigle, Crescent SWCD; and Ms. Amy Robertson, USDA-NRCS State Public Affairs Specialist.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Chairman Skains asked if there were any comments from the public or Commissioners and there were none.  
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the September 22, 2015 State Commission minutes and there were none.  Chairman Skains said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the September 22, 2015 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Fletcher made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed of the September 22, 2015 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Carter and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Skains said they would now take up Unfinished Business and asked Mr. Spicer to review the items with the SSWCC.
NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement    

Mr. Spicer said Ms. Edwards and LDAF IT are in the process of inserting the new 2015 Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement district funding amounts, updating logins, hourly wages, and report formulas in the LDAF intranet Farm Bill Program. He said they are trying to have it ready for districts to enter their data by November. He said this Farm Bill 2015 Cooperative Agreement has two programs: 76t-EQIP $220,000 and 95-CSP/CStP – Conservation Stewardship Program $480,500.  Mr. Spicer said the funding for CStP is double that of EQIP because of the heavy workload the NRCS is anticipating as a result of increased participation in the Conservation Stewardship Program.  

Affordable Care Act (ACA)

Mr. Spicer said beginning in 2015 employers are subject to the EMPLOYER SHARED RESPONSIBILITY that requires large employers to offer affordable minimum essential health coverage to all full-time employees, those who work 30 or more hours per week.  He said employers are required to count and average every employee’s weekly work hours during the ACA Initial Stabilization Period (ISP), starting July 1, 2014 to determine which employees are considered full-time and which are part-time. He said LDAF and SWCDs are required to offer OGB health insurance for all full-time employees and to have on file a record of the employee’s OGB health plan or the Acknowledge Offer and Decline Health Insurance Coverage Forms for plan years 2015 and 2016.  He said OSWC is in the process of getting status forms from every SWCD employee and supervisor regarding health insurance.

Mr. Spicer said we are in the OGB open enrollment period: October 1 – November 15, 2015 and OSWC is in the process of notifying those full-time employees determined by the ACA ISP that they are eligible for OGB health insurance so they may either choose an OGB health plan or to get the Acknowledge Offer and Decline Health Insurance Coverage Forms for plan years 2015 and 2016 for the employer files.   

Mr. Spicer said LDAF HR is in the process of gathering and verifying data on each person and their dependents insured with OGB by October 31, 2015 and that SWCDs are gathering and verifying information on the retirees and supervisors listed on their district’s monthly OGB premium invoice.  He said OSWC and HR are also coding and inputting each employee and supervisors recurring weekly work schedule because they have to track each person for almost two years to be sure they are insured or not eligible to be insured by OGB. He said the  ACA requires every person working approximately130 hours per month be offered affordable insurance and each State Agency must prove that affordable minimum essential coverage was offered to each person and that the premiums are not more than 9.5% of the employee’s household income.

Mr. Spicer said noncompliance with these provisions results in heavy fines for the State as all State Agencies are reported under one tax ID, OFFICE OF STATE UNIFORM PAYROLL (OSUP) for the STATE OF LOUISIANA, so each State Agency must verify their data base for correctness.  He said if only one full time employee in any State Agency received a premium tax credit, then OSUP could be fined. He said should the State be fined, then all State Agencies will be assessed their share of the penalty according to how many full time employees they employ.

Mr. Spicer said LDAF HR is continuing their training of ACA responsibilities, the codes, and forms to input data into the OSUP system as OSUP creates the new procedures to comply with each ACA mandate.  He said districts are required to also maintain ACA records and that ACA training is offered free to the SWCDs.  He said each secretary should attend the training so they will know how to keep employee payroll records in the district offices and how to comply with data requests from OSWC and LDAF HR. 

EPA/DEQ Dairy Inspections / Transfer of Dairy Cleanout Equipment

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission members.  Mr. Spicer said that he continues to communicate with both the DeSoto and Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCDs regarding the transfer of the DeSoto’s dairy cleanout equipment.  He said currently the districts are communicating by phone.   Mr. Spicer said it appears that the Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD is of the opinion that if they cannot acquire all of the equipment including the tractor, trailer and truck that they would not be able to implement a program to assist the dairymen in the area with cleaning out their waste lagoons.
Mr. Guillory said that the Commission should let the DeSoto SWCD know that it is in the best interest of the district cooperators in the southeast part of the state to transfer the equipment to the Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD and after further discussion the Commission instructed Mr. Spicer to contact the DeSoto SWCD regarding the transfer of the dairy cleanout equipment.  Chairman Skains said it is the consensus of the Commission that Mr. Spicer instructs the DeSoto SWCD to provide to the Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD and the State Soil and Water Conservation Commission a detailed written proposal stating what their district will require to transfer the entire dairy cleanout system including vehicle, power units, and trailer to the Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD.  Mr. Spicer said he would contact both districts to let them know the Commission is interested in the districts moving forward with the transfer of the equipment to ensure that the dairies in southeast Louisiana have access to cleanout equipment so they can meet state and federal water quality protection requirements.
NRCS State Conservationist Report
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Kevin Norton, State Conservationist, to give the NRCS report.  Mr. Norton began by introducing Amy Robertson who recently accepted the position of NRCS State Public Affairs Specialist.  He said Ms. Robertson came to NRCS from the US Forest Service where she served as public affairs specialist for many years.  Mr. Norton then handed out copies of the new Conservation Update and highlighted a tremendous undertaking by a Northeast SWCD cooperator who has fully implemented a variety of conservation practices to address wildlife habitat, water quality and quantity, soil health and other resource concerns.  Mr. Norton gave detailed updates on the upcoming soil health initiatives planned for the week of November 17, 2015 in commemoration of the 2015 International Year of Soils, accomplishments and upcoming activities of the Louisiana StrikeForce Initiative and other conservation related events and ceremonies to take place around the State.  Mr. Norton said that the NRCS will be operating under a continuing resolution until December 12th, after which time they will anticipate an advisory allocation to proceed with normal operations.  He said upcoming EQIP funding is expected to be near the same as last year.  He said that he plans to be able to set aside $450,000 for district Farm Bill allocations and that this agreement will be aligned with the State fiscal year for operational convenience.    Mr. Norton also suggested that a clearer set of guidelines and priorities regarding districts use and expenditure of their allocated Farm Bill contribution agreement amounts should be established.  

Mr. Norton said that three Conservation Innovation Grants (CIGs) were recently awarded to the LSU AgCenter; these CIG awards were to focus on: (1) Irrigation technology, (2) cover crop innovations, biomass and nutrient management, and (3) integrating legumes in grasslands.  Mr. Norton said this concluded his report.

Chairman Skains thanked Mr. Norton for the report and said the next item is Correspondence. 

State Commission Convention Election Results – Area III and Area IV 
Chairman Skains said the next agenda item is the State Commission Election Convention results for Area III and Area IV.  He said the State Commission conducted Area III and Area IV State Soil and Water Conservation Commission Election Conventions earlier in the morning.

Chairman Skains said the voting results of the Area IIl Election Convention are as follows:

Area III – State Commission Member

Mr. Randell Fletcher

Grant Soil and Water Conservation District

Area III – State Commission Alternate Member

Mr. Larry Sayes

Avoyelles Soil and Water Conservation District
Chairman Skains asked if there were any public or Commission comments regarding the election and there being none, he requested a motion to accept the election results.
Motion: Mr. Chris Carter made a motion and it was seconded by Mr. John Compton to accept the results of the Area III Election Convention with Mr. Randell Fletcher as Member and with Mr. Larry Sayes as Area III Alternate Member to the State Commission.  Motion passed unanimously.

Resolved, Mr. Randell Fletcher, Grant Soil and Water Conservation District will serve as the Area III Member of the State Commission and Mr. Larry Sayes, Avoyelles Soil and Water Conservation District will serve as Area III Alternate Member of the State Commission with their terms beginning October 27, 2015 and expiring October 27, 2018.

Chairman Skains said the voting results of the Area IV Election Convention are as follows:

Area IV – State Commission Member

Dr. Ernest Girouard
Vermilion Soil and Water Conservation District

Area lV – State Commission Alternate Member

Mr. Earl Garber
 Acadia Soil and Water Conservation District

Chairman Skains asked if there were any public or Commission comments regarding the election and there being none, he requested a motion to accept the election results.
Motion: Mr. Chris Carter made a motion and it was seconded by Mr. George Guillory to accept the results of the Area IV Election Convention with Dr. Ernest Girouard as Member and with Mr. Earl Garber as Area IV Alternate Member to the State Commission.  Motion passed unanimously.

Resolved, Dr. Ernest Girouard, Vermilion Soil and Water Conservation District will serve as the Area IV Member of the State Commission and Mr. Earl Garber, Acadia Soil and Water Conservation District will serve as Area IV Alternate Member of the State Commission with their terms beginning October 27, 2015 and expiring October 27, 2018.

Chairman Skains congratulated the newly elected Members and Alternate Members on the State Commission.  

Correspondence

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said the first item is a resolution from the Louisiana Water Resources Commission urging the Governor and State Legislature to appropriate dedicated, recurring funds for the long-term maintenance of a water resource monitoring network and associated planning that will provide for the successful management of Louisiana’s water resources into the future. He said funding the monitoring system is critical for gathering information needed to manage the state’s water resources.  Mr. Spicer said he would recommend that the Commission support the resolution.  Mr. Fletcher said that he would make a motion for the Commission to pass a resolution supporting the Louisiana Water Resources Resolution and to request that the Commission request LACD to pass a resolution supporting the Louisiana Water Resources Commission funding resolution.  
Chairman Skains asked if there were any public or Commission comments regarding the Commission passing a resolution supporting the Louisiana Water Resources Resolution and there being none, he requested a motion.

Motion: Mr. Fletcher made a motion for the Commission to pass a resolution supporting the Louisiana Water Resources Resolution and to request the LACD to pass a resolution supporting the Louisiana Water Resources Commission funding resolution.   The motion was seconded by Mr. Carter and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is the State Commission letter to the Saline SWCD regarding their audit citation of overspending their approved budget and requesting the district provide the Commission the corrective action it will take to assure that the citation would not occur again.  Mr. Spicer said there is also a letter from the Saline SWCD Board outlining the corrective action the board will take to ensure they are not cited again.  

Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members regarding the State Commission accepting the corrective actions taken by the Saline SWCD board to ensure they are not cited again and there were none.  Chairman Skains said if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion.
Motion:  Mr. Compton made a motion for the State Commission to accept the corrective actions taken by the Saline SWCD board to ensure they are not cited again.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Carter and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a letter from the Crescent SWCD requesting the State Commission’s approval for Chairman Ms. Rebecca Livaudais and the district secretary, Ms. Nina Ockman to attend the NACD Annual Meeting in Reno, Nevada on January 30-February 3, 2016.   Chairman Skains asked if there were any public or Commission comments and there being none, he requested a motion to allow Ms. Livaudais and Ms. Ockman to attend the NACD annual meeting and be reimbursed according to the SSWCC’s PPMs and State Law.

Motion:  Mr. Compton made a motion approving the Crescent Chairman Ms. Rebecca Livaudais and the district secretary, Ms. Nina Ockman to attend the NACD Annual Meeting in Reno, Nevada on January 30-February 3, 2016 and be reimbursed according to the SSWCC’s PPMs and State Law.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a thank-you letter from Mr. Kevin Norton to all NRCS employees and Conservation District Partners expressing his thanks for being such a solid team of technical professionals that worked together to accomplish so much in the 2015 federal fiscal year. 
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a press release stating Commissioner Strain was the recipient of the Monte M. Lemann Award, the highest Civil Service Award presented to “men and women who have supported the civil service system through exceptional leadership, but who are not civil service employees.”  He said this award is in recognition of state leaders who fight for the principles of the Civil Service Merit System and to build a good image of Louisiana’s public servants.  Mr. Spicer said it is not often that a statewide elected official receives this award.
Mr. Spicer said the next news release regards the U. S. International Trade Commission’s ruling that Mexico’s sugar industry harmed American producers roughly $1 billion by dumping cheap subsidized sugar onto the US market and the ruling will lead to a fairer price for sugar.
Mr. Spicer said the next news release states on September 25, 2015 Mr. Alan Tiemann, a farmer from Nebraska, Mr. Tom Sleight, US Grains Council President/CEO, Commissioner Strain and other representatives toured farms with the Chinese Minister of Agriculture Han Changfu and his delegation to see a soybean harvest and to learn how U.S. farmers plan, make decisions, and produce their crops.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is an email from USDA Farm Service Agency stating Winn Parish was designated as a primary natural disaster area due the recent drought and lists the programs available to eligible farmers and ranchers in the area.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a NACD eResource news brief and an important article in it regards Waters of the US (WOTUS).  He said the US Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit issued a nationwide stay on the EPA and the Army CORPS’s implementing the WOTUS rule.  He said this expands the stay formerly granted in August by a judge in North Dakota to thirteen states and although it is not a final ruling, it does provide a temporary delay in the implementation of the rule until the courts make a final ruling and then it will likely be appealed to the Supreme Court.  He said also in the NACD eResource news brief is information on the NACD annual meeting being held in Reno, Nevada January 30 – February 3, 2016.
Mr. Spicer said the next four items are about various fires around the state, arsonists being arrested, the statewide burn ban beginning October 16 for private burning but the ban does not apply to planned burns by farmers.  He said in two of the LDAF press releases, due to the combined joint investigations by LDAF, State Fire Marshalls Office and the Sheriff’s Offices has resulted in the arrest of two men for aggravated arson in the burning of woods fires and structure fires.  He said one man from Jonesboro was a volunteer firefighter who was paid for call out to fight fires.
Chairman Skains asked if anyone had any questions or comments and there were none.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this agenda item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said there was one resignation this month:  Mr. Fred Huenefeld, Jr., appointed position, Boeuf River SWCD.
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the supervisor resignation.  Mr. Spicer said that Mr. Huenefeld served on the Boeuf River SWCD for over fifty-four years.  He said Mr. Huenefeld is to be commended for his dedicated service to his district and the state.  He said he served as an LACD officer and also on the State Soil and Water Conservation Commission.
Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to approve the resignation of Mr. Mr. Fred Huenefeld, Jr., appointed position, Boeuf River SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said there was one request for the State Commission to appoint a supervisor to a new term in office this month:

D’Arbonne SWCD, Mr. Butch Oaks, reappointed to fill his vacant appointed position. Term will begin November 18, 2015 and will expire on November 18, 2018

Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the supervisor reappointment.

Motion: Mr. Carter made a motion to approve the supervisor’s reappointment: Mr. Butch Oaks, appointed position, D’Arbonne SWCD. The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.

Other Business  

Chairman Skains asked Dr. Girouard if he had any comments for the Commission.  Dr. Girouard provided an update to the Commission on the LSU AgCenter’s progress with various projects and initiatives. Chairman Skains thanked Dr. Girouard.

Mr. Spicer said that he will be traveling to Vicksburg Mississippi on October 30, 2015 for the signing of the Arkansas/Louisiana/COE Feasibility Study Agreement.  He said the study is to determine if it is feasible to move water out of the Arkansas River into southeast Arkansas and Northeast Louisiana.  He said the Morehouse SWCD is the state’s project representative.  Mr. Spicer also mentioned that there is a proposal under review by the Arkansas Natural Resource Commission to pipe water from the Mississippi River in southeast Arkansas to northeast Texas.  He said he had been asked to comment on the proposal by the Louisiana DNR and Arkansas’s Water Resources Commission.
Chairman Skains asked if there are any other comments from the Commission members or the public; there were none.

Next meeting

Chairman Skains said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 8, 2015 at 1:15 P.M. in the Veterans Auditorium, LDAF Building, 5825 Florida Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Skains asked if there were any other comments from the public or Commission members and there were none.  
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Skains said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to adjourn at 2:27 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.
/s/ Reggie Skains______
Reggie Skains, Chairman 
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