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PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Skains called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M. and asked Mr. Fletcher to give the invocation and to ask for a moment of silent prayer for our long time supervisor Mr. George Dauzat and his family.  Chairman Skains then asked Mr. Ruben Dauzat to lead in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Chairman Skains asked if there were any comments from the public or Commissioners on the Agenda and there were none.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the Commission July 28, 2015 Agenda as printed and there were none.  Chairman Skains said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the Agenda as printed of the July 28, 2015 State Commission Meeting.  

Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the Agenda as printed of the July 28, 2015 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Ms. Laura Edwards.
Members and Alternate Members present: Mr. Reggie Skains, Chairman; Mr. George Guillory, Vice Chairman; Mr. John Compton, Secretary/Treasurer; Randell Fletcher; Mr. Ruben Dauzat; and Mr. Ed Yerger  
Members absent: Dr. Rogers Leonard, LSU AgCenter  

A quorum was present.

Others Present: Mr. Kevin Norton, USDA-NRCS State Conservationist;  Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF-OSWC; Dr. Brian LeBlanc, LSU AgCenter; Mr. Dexter Sapp, USDA-NRCS; Dr. Ernest Girouard, Vermilion SWCD and Area IV SSWCC Alternate; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Laura Edwards LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Faran Dietz, OSWC/Capital SWCD; Ms. Caitlin Lambert, LDAF-OSWC and Mr. Hunter LeBlanc.
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Norton to introduce Mr. Dexter Sapp.  Mr. Norton said Mr. Sapp has been with USDA-NRCS for thirty-seven years and is on the Water Resources Staff and also is the Strike Force Coordinator.  He said with Dexter as the leader and mentor of the group that Louisiana has one of the more successful Strike Force Efforts in the nation for the period of time that Louisiana has been engaged.

Chairman Skains thanked Dr. Girouard and Mr. Hunter LeBlanc for attending and asked if they had any comments; there were none.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the Commission June 23, 2015 minutes and there were none.  Chairman Skains said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the June 23, 2015 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed of the June 23, 2015 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Skains said they would now take up Unfinished Business.
NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement    
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review the Farm Bill Agreement with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said they have reviewed the new Farm Bill Agreement with Mr. Norton’s staff and it is going through the LDAF approval process and after being signed by Commissioner Strain that it will go back to NRCS for their approval.
State Funding

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review the State Funding with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said that OSWC still has not received the final budget figures for the Department from the DOA but they are fairly certain that there will not be much change from last year’s budget.  He said the SSWCC agreed at the last meeting to send out the district allocation using last year’s formula.  He said as soon as we know the actual budget figures we will send the allocation letters out to the districts.

Affordable Care Act (ACA)

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review the ACA with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said that Ms. Edwards will attend a training session on August 10, 2015 on the ACA and to make an effort to learn how to address the many reporting issues relate to the districts. He said the SSWCC does not have anyone to advise us; he said the Department cannot advise us because Districts are independent/individual local governmental units.  He said he hopes that the reporting process goes well and without any serious issues.  He said the legislation established districts as separate agencies; they are not part of LDAF and the Office of Group Benefits (OGB) treats them as separate agencies as per state law.  Mr. Spicer said an additional issue is that we have retired employees, retired supervisors or non-retired supervisors that are covered by OGB and that is a huge conflict when you have to start reporting employment information to the IRS.  He said for the past several weeks we have been working on getting a DUNS and a SAMS number for the SSWCC and every time we think we have corrected a problem, we get another email from the DUNS stating we are still linked to an incorrect number.  He said evidently they do not work much with state agencies because they want to include all agencies as one huge State of Louisiana agency; we worked with three different individuals at DUNS and thought our issues were corrected, but then received another email with more and different instructions on how to delink from the incorrect DUNS number.  He said it has been very difficult and time consuming and we hope it will get worked out soon so we can move on to address other issues with the ACA mandates and district agreements.
PPM #12 – District Agreements or Forms of Agreements 
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said the OSWC is working on that and they want to review all the PPMs at the same time and if the Commission agrees they would have one mail-out to the districts that would include all changes.
Chairman Skains if there were no questions right now, we will move to the next agenda item, the NRCS Report.
NRCS State Conservationist Report

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Norton, State Conservationist, to give the NRCS report. Mr. Norton thanked the Commission for having him and said that he provided each person with the Louisiana Conservation Update for this month with the cover showing some of the flooding of the Red River.  He said this flood event was discussed at last month’s SSWCC meeting; the Red River flood was huge and it was a flood of historic proportions.  He said they had their second but lower crest after the last SSWCC meeting. He said he wanted to take the opportunity to demonstrate that we in the region are all part of a greater watershed and the Red River drainage basin extends out into New Mexico.  He said as bad as this flood was, and we do not want to minimize the damage, had it not been for the approximately 1600 upstream flood protection structures in that Red River Basin we would not have been able to hold the water that was coming down our way. He said only 133 of the structures had flow through auxiliary spillways, meaning they retained all the floodwater they possibly could and were overpassing the storm flow, much like Lake Texoma, that ceased to provide a flood benefit to the Red River Valley when the auxiliary spillway began to flow; it was not able to contain any additional flood water.  Mr. Norton said we get focused on conservation programs and how they work here in Louisiana but we need to be mindful that there are other programs that also provide us benefit.  He said we live downstream from about 43% of the whole United States drainage basin and the conservation work going on up stream is important to us.  He said there are 36 structures here in Louisiana with about $3.8 million worth of maintenance that needs to be done on those structures.  He said with the budget situations we have been having in Louisiana in recent years, the local sponsors have not been able to get the funding to do the needed maintenance they are responsible for completing.  He said that he thinks the recent floods should be a wakeup call for local sponsors to get their legislators to provide some funding for dam maintenance.
Mr. Norton said for the Strike Force Update, there are a lot of good things happening in our outreach efforts such as the Central Louisiana Foodapalooza – Farm to School Edition held in Alexandria on July 14th where over 100 persons participated. He said Mr. Sapp, Strike Force Coordinator, did not get home until 9:30 PM as he was working on a project with ag producers in Natchitoches Parish.   He said they have had some success with implementing grazing practices with new cattle farmers; better grass does make better cattle.  

Mr. Norton said they are closing out their fiscal year and wrapping up obligations; for EQIP they are almost finished with the obligations and are very aggressively implementing conservation practices under contracts they have in place.  He said they are obligating CSP dollars for those contracts that will receive a payment before October 1st and they are making offers on wetland easements and will likely have about 9,000 acres in the Wetland Reserve Easement program enrolled this year.
Mr. Norton said that Ms. Sarah Haymaker has accepted a position on the Public Affairs Staff in the NRCS National Office in Washington, D.C.  He said she is actually returning to the job she had when she was on detail in D.C.   He said they will refill her position and will craft it a little differently to be more directly engaged with the local field offices and hopefully work more closely with Mr. Joey Breaux and Ms. Caitlin Lambert on Field Office Business Development and Conservation Leadership and work with Soil and Water Conservation Districts to integrate our work with the districts.  He said the intent is to have a very aggressive team to enhance local conservation services.
Mr. Norton said he and Mr. Ruben Dauzat spoke and they are having a problem with OPM on getting security clearances for some of the district employees, particularly the Program Support Specialist.  He said they will continue to work on those security issues.  He said part of the problem is just the clunky Federal system but the major problem is the big OPM security breach that locked down a lot of the components in the OPM security clearance system for federal employees.  He said along with these issues, filling the NRCS vacancies are also clogged up in the system.  He said they have five District Conservationist positions that should have been advertised in Franklin, St. Mary, Franklinton, Washington, St. Tammany, Addis, Thibodeaux and Bienville.  He said NRCS is working on them and hopefully will get them out in the next few weeks and get the new District Conservationists working at their new locations. 
He said they are moving ahead with a lot of good conservation work and it is hard to believe we are as dry as we are now when we were so wet recently.  He said Louisiana submitted eight state RCPP proposals, and that was the most RCPP proposals submitted by any state in the nation. He said two of the proposals were inadvertently submitted in the national pool where they should not have been and therefore will be competing in a different arena.  He said they will not be able to fund all of them, but it is a good sign that Soil and Water Conservation Districts are coming forward and are looking at different ways to do things.  He said hopefully at the next LACD meeting, the NRCS will able to do a workshop on RCPP using some of the examples of what occurred this year to give the districts a cause to think about some new things they can do in their soil and water conservation districts. Mr. Norton said, with that, I conclude my report.
Chairman Skains thanked Mr. Norton for the report and said the next item is Correspondence. 
Correspondence

Chairman Skains and asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said the first item is a letter to the DeSoto SWCD regarding their dairy clean out equipment. He said to give a little background, EPA has recently conducted some inspections of dairy facilities in the Florida Parishes and at most of the sites they visited, the individuals were cited for discharging animal waste into the waters of the state.  He said there has been a major effort over approximately the last eighteen months by EPA to inspect dairy operations in Louisiana.  He said the recent visit is the second visit by EPA and they have not seen any improvements and believe the situation is actually worse.  He said the districts and the conservation partnership have put in a tremendous effort working in the Florida Parishes and still have not made much progress.  He said their efforts include the implementation of two 319 projects in Tangipahoa Parish.  He said recently there was only one vendor to do lagoon cleanouts, but he died and now they do not have anyone to assist them in doing the clean out work.  He said back in the late 1990’s or early 2000, DEQ and the DeSoto SWCD entered into an agreement to purchase clean out equipment to assist the dairies in northwest Louisiana and it is his understanding that the equipment is no longer in use.  He said in his discussion with others interested in the problems in the Florida parishes it was suggested that they write a letter to the DeSoto Board requesting that they transfer that equipment to the Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD in the Florida Parishes so the dairies would have a means of cleaning out their lagoons.  He said it is a serious matter once EPA issues a violation; it gets very complicated as it is related to federal cost share programs.  He said there is concern that if they do not address their problems a whole lot of dairies in Louisiana may be placed under Confined Animal Feed Operations (CAFO) regulations.  He said that is bad news not only for the individual dairies but for the state.  He said to help address the problems he has been asked to request the Commission send a letter to the DeSoto Board requesting them to transfer their clean out equipment to the Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD.  Chairman Skains asked if anyone from the public or Commission had any questions, and there were none, so he called for a motion for the SSWCC to send a letter to the DeSoto SWCD Board requesting them to transfer the dairy lagoon clean out equipment to the Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD for the purpose of assisting the dairies in the Florida Parishes.   
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to send a letter to the DeSoto SWCD Board requesting them to transfer the dairy lagoon clean out equipment to the Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD in the Florida Parishes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a letter regarding SWCD Long Range Plans reminding the districts to send their long range and annual plans to the OSWC by November 15th of each year. Accompanying the letter is a template Conservation Partnership Strategic Plan and Operational Agreement for the districts to use. He said Mr. Breaux put this together and asked him to review it with the Commission.

Mr. Breaux said it is another effort to remind districts of their obligations regarding submittal of their long range plans.  He said this template has been recurring over the years and most of the Commission may remember when it was created some years ago.  He said NRCS regional planners had come to come to Louisiana for a three-day Strategic Planning Meeting in Woodworth and spent a lot of time helping to create this template for the Louisiana SWCDS to use.   He said the Bodcau SWCD was recognized as the first district in the nation to complete a Strategic Long Range Plan using it.  He said in 2003 there was a concerted effort to get the districts statewide to take this on and submit their long range plan in this form (Conservation Partnership Strategic Plan and Operational Agreement) to OSWC.  He said this template has been offered to many districts since, and most recently Ms. Lambert discussed this at the 2015 LACDE meeting and followed up by sending a copy of the long range component to all secretaries for use with their districts.  He said that with this momentum, the time is right to remind the districts of their legal obligations to complete their long range plans, and that OSWC will help them get it done.  He said this is not a difficult thing to do, and with the need and interest among districts in creating new partnership opportunities, writing grants and developing special projects, a well written long range or strategic plan is often an important prerequisite for involvement in these initiatives.  He said that this memo, along with the plan templates and each district’s locally led summary that they can use to help guide them in development of their long range plans.

Mr. Spicer said he wanted to add that this is critical, once you have a detailed long range plan, the district board modifies it annually and then develops the annual plan from it; then the annual report needs to reflect what was actually achieved in relation to the annual and long range plans.  He said we should not take this lightly because the funding the districts receive from the legislature is based on that annual accomplishment report summary prepared by the OSWC and provided to the Legislative Budget Office so it is not like we are just putting more paperwork together but it is critical to the funding for the districts.
Mr. Breaux said they have been reminded of this, but a lot of the districts forget; they prefer to stick to the old state fiscal year schedules and really that is fine, but we just went to November 15th to make things more compatible with field offices and the federal fiscal year to make it easier on everybody.
Chairman Skains it is so easy to forget some things, we should remind them of November 15th and the template was a good job and asked for any comments from the public or Commission members regarding the SWCD Long Range Plan letter reminding the districts to send their long range and annual plans to the OSWC by November 15th of each year and to use the attached template Conservation Partnership Strategic Plan and Operational Agreement and there were none. Chairman Skains said if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion.
Motion:  Mr. Dauzat made a motion to approve OSWC to send to the 44 SWCDs the SWCD Long Range Plan letter reminding the districts to send their long range and annual plans to the OSWC by November 15th of each year and to use the attached template Conservation Partnership Strategic Plan and Operational Agreement. The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.
Chairman Skains said the next two items are new articles regarding thirty-five parishes that were designated natural disaster areas by USDA and farmers who have suffered severe losses of at least 30% may apply for emergency assistance their local Farm Service Agency Office.   

Chairman Skains said the next news article regards the State spending plan and the dire warnings of the types of services that state agencies would likely have to cut; such as the LDAF had 1,006 employees in 2008 but now only have 522 with 31 vacancies to fill.  He said the Commission may read the whole article at their convenience. Mr. Spicer said he wanted to stress that there may be some budget cuts before January.
Chairman Skains said the next few news articles are how Louisiana rice farmers are hoping to cash in on trade with Cuba as Cuba wants rice and Americans want cigars.
Chairman Skains said the next two news articles are about theft of some equipment and vandalism of other logging equipment and that the three young individuals who are responsible for over $50,000 of felony criminal damage to property were arrested with the aid of the LDAF.  He said the second news article states that a young man was arrested for stealing and selling seven heifers at a stockyard but again, LDAF investigators aided the local police and he was caught due to the brands on the heifers.
Chairman Skains said there are several more news articles for the Commission to read, but he will review them and if anyone has any questions, just speak up.  He said the first three news articles are regarding the cultivation requirements, and possibly taking years before dispensing medical marijuana in Louisiana.  He said the next article is about new legislation that increased fines for simple and intentional littering with some fines doubling for improperly disposing of large litter like appliances and the fine could be as high as $10,000.   He said the next article is about ULM’s drone program that was ranked in the nation’s top ten; they are doing some great work there with drones.  He said the next article was about the Pine Colaspis Beetle problem that causes the browning of pine trees this time of the year.  Chairman Skains said the next article was about farmers bracing for the worst crop year since 2008 due to flooded fields, fickle temperatures, lower commodity prices and the potential for bird flu in the fall; although this year follows six years of bumper crops, it will be tough so Commissioner Strain is working with the state’s federal delegation to secure a disaster declaration and supplemental appropriation to assist farmers.  He said the next article is regarding Representative Ralph Abraham’s daughter and son-in-law, Ashley and Dustin Morris being named the Young Farmer and Rancher Achievement Award at the Farm Bureau Federation convention in New Orleans.  He said they are fourth-generation farmers working 2,300 acres of soybeans and corn in Richland Parish.  He said the last news article states it is the second year for the Louisiana Century Farm Program to recognize Louisiana’s farmers, ranchers and forestry landowners who have owned family farm land for 100 years or more and are requesting applications by December 31, 2015.  Chairman Skains said there are some very good articles in the Commissioner’s packets and they can read them at their leisure.
Chairman Skains asked if anyone had any questions or comments and there were none.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments
Chairman Skains said there were no resignations this month and there was one request for the State Commission to appoint a supervisor to a new term in office this month.

Red River SWCD, Mr. Blake McCartney, reappointed to fill his vacant position. Term will begin August 13, 2015 and will expire on August 13, 2018
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the appointment.

Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the appointment of supervisor Mr. Blake McCartney, appointed position, Red River SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Dauzat and passed unanimously.

LACD Mid-Year Meeting, August 25, 2015 and NACD South Central Region Meeting, August 9-11, 2015
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Ruben Dauzat to review this item with the Commission.  Mr. Dauzat said Tuesday, August 25th, 2015 the LACD invites everyone to the mid-year meeting in Alexandria and help him celebrate his birthday also. He said they need supervisors attending to identify important issues and to share their ideas on the draft program for the LACD 2016 Annual Meeting in Lafayette.  He asked the Commission members to stress to the districts in their areas to attend the Mid-Year Meeting in Alexandria.  Chairman Skains said they may want to schedule the SSWCC August meeting to be held in Alexandria.
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to change the August SSWCC monthly board meeting to the USDA Building B Training Room, 3727 Government Street, Alexandria at 1:15 PM.  Mr. Spicer said it may need to be at 2:00 P.M. to allow time for lunch prior to the meeting. Chairman Skains called for any more comments and there were none.
Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to change the August 25, 2015 SSWCC monthly Commission meeting location to the USDA Building B Training Room, 3727 Government Street, Alexandria at 2:00 P. M. The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Ruben Dauzat to review the NACD South Central Region Meeting with the Commission.  Mr. Dauzat said he will be attending the meeting in Tulsa, Oklahoma August 9-11, 2015.  He said he had attended the NACD Board of Directors Meeting in Spokane, Washington in early July.  He said NACD is broke like many organizations, so the NACD Board is encouraging each state to try to increase their individual district’s annual dues of $775.  He said NACD understands that some districts cannot pay $775, so they are asking the districts to send whatever they can afford, even as little as $100 and NACD will acknowledge them in some way.  He said now for the South Central Region Meeting, it will be Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana and Arkansas meeting together to share conservation ideas on soil and water; it will be interesting and informative.
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members for Mr. Dauzat regarding those two meetings and there were none.

Other Business  

Chairman Skains asked Dr. LeBlanc if he had any AgCenter comments for the Commission.  Dr. LeBlanc said he did not have any comments at this time, but was glad to be there to represent the AgCenter.

Mr. Dauzat said he had one comment about Mr. Spicer’s report about State Funding for the districts.  He said it looks like there will not be much variation from last year’s budget, which he thought was due to the contacts each district supervisor made with his legislative person; he wanted to reiterate that these contacts mean an awful lot to the legislative member and their staff so anytime you can visit with a legislator please take advantage of it and mention soil and water conservation and please thank them for helping us.   

Chairman Skains said also on another note, about one-third of the legislature is turning over this year plus we will likely have all new chairmen of the legislative committees so we will have to rekindle old relationships and establish new relationships with the new legislators.  He said he strongly encourages each person to be very involved in what is going on in each Commissioner’s area and to encourage people that are in positions that can help the soil and water conservation districts across the state work to support our programs.  Mr. Spicer agreed, saying to give a little history, when we began meeting with the Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee in the first year he was appointed to the Chair, and it took us until this current year where he decided prior to the session that he would not cut soil and water; it took seven years but we kept meeting with him as an organization and Chairman Skains met with him individually many times.  He said you just cannot give up after a few tries, you have to keep at it.  Chairman Skains said Rep. Fannin is running for a Senate seat and he probably will win it without much effort, and then he will likely be on the Senate Financial Committee, so the time we spent with him will continue to help us, just from the other side of the Capitol and now we will need to establish a connection with the new person in the House.  He said all of these legislators are not going away; they may still be in a political position somewhere.

Chairman Skains asked for any other comments or business.  Mr. Norton said he would like to go back to an earlier discussion to give some background on the dairy lagoon pumping equipment and the dairy issue in the Florida Parishes.  He said Louisiana has something short of 120 milking dairies left which are almost 100 less than we had in 2007 when he arrived in Louisiana.  He said we have designed thirteen waste management systems since the end of 2013 and after the EPA and DEQ visits to the dairies; critical to this effort is the pumping of the waste, the clean out of the existing lagoon, which we cannot cost share; he said NRCS can cost share the re-design through EQIP, but the pump out which is considered a maintenance activity because every lagoon is designed to have the waste removed, is something the producers have to do. He said today the cost may range up to $20,000 for a pump out; even a cheap pump out is about $9,000 to $12,000 so this is a significant expense for the dairy producer and if you can imagine the dairy industry as it is in Louisiana and the average herd size being around 100 head, they cannot afford a lot of additional costs, so if the districts can be helpful it may be the only way we can preserve the dairy industry.   
Dr. LeBlanc asked about the grant the parishes had with Lake Pontchartrain Basin, have they spent all the funds, he had heard the logistics were bad.  He said he assumed they could still use those funds if they could get organized. 

Mr. Norton said it was the logistics that stalled it; it was difficult at best; they were not able to clean out the dairy lagoons, only the freeboard and with all the rains this year, all the freeboard would have been gone immediately, so we really need to get to a place where we are removing all the waste; the NRCS is cost sharing the waste management systems but not the pump out.  He said they provide assistance whether it is PTO driven by tractor or an independent power supply that will set the individuals up so they can maintain their structure long term.  He said however that initial clean out is problematic.  
Dr. LeBlanc said the Tangipahoa office has a few under contract and is getting a lot of inquiries but when they learn the price tag, they walk away; but at least they are coming in and inquiring.
Mr. Norton said there are a lot of dairies under contract and about half of them need significant work to be fully functional.  He said NRCS has them under contract and they must agree to do the total package.  He said the NRCS does not contract the clean out and the only person who was doing the clean out has passed away and he had older equipment.  He said the dairy producers currently do not have available a contractor to clean out their lagoons.  He said it is not like you can go get your neighbor to plant your corn after they plant theirs because your drill or planter fell apart; this is very unique equipment and there is not any available so they are in a serious situation because the regulators are bearing down on them and unfortunately the regulators do not look at it like we do, they want the dairy producers to stop discharging waste. 

Mr. Guillory asked Mr. Norton what size are the lagoons.  Mr. Norton said they are like an excavated pond 50 to 100 feet dimensions, trapezoid shape, full of fecal material and the producer has to place an agitator pump into it and to make a slurry that can be pumped out into a tanker and then spread it out on the pastures. Most of the dairies have suitable application equipment if we can just get it away from the immediate facility; they do not have the ability to get it out of the lagoon.  Mr. Guillory asked if the producers need to redo their ponds.  Mr. Norton said there are a good number that just need to be pumped out and do some shaping and get their berms back. He said most are sized appropriately for the herd size, it is just a matter of back when they were built years ago there was a contractor available to agitate and pump out the lagoon so it was not a priority to have equipment at the site but when that quit happening and the producers did not have the ability to get the equipment, they just let the lagoons fill up and most of them are over-topping and the liquid is overflowing the lagoon causing a waste discharge problem.
Next meeting

Chairman Skains said as per our earlier discussion the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, August 25, 2015 at 2:00 P.M. in USDA Building B Training Room, 3727 Government Street, Alexandria, Louisiana. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Skains asked Dr. Ernest Girouard if he had any comments.  Dr. Girouard said he had three comments, the first is about NACD.  He said that he understands that it is hard for SWCDs to provide the financial support to NACD but they are the connecting link with conservation programs in the U.S. and Congress. He said they are not only looking out for our interests in Washington, D.C., but for our partners like NRCS and commodity organizations. He said Conservation Farm Bill funds and programs are funded because of their help.  He said with the proper education of supervisors, they may be willing to provide personal support by becoming friends of NACD.  He said it is our responsibility as supervisors to educate the new supervisors that they should provide some help get something done not only at the local level but also at the national level.  He said we need NACD and NACD needs our help by providing program support.  Dr. Girouard said the second thing, in the last legislative session, we tracked Senator Perry’s bill regarding exceptions to filing financial disclosure forms for board members not receiving any compensation and it was not changed, but he left the door open for changes next year and hopefully it can be done then.

Dr. Ernest said his last comment was that he had reserved a public building in Amite on August 31st for a dairy meeting where AgCenter, DEQ, NRCS, OSWC and SWCDs come together with to provide additional support to dairy producers.  He said he needs help to arrange some kind of meeting for dairymen trying to comply with the regulations.  Chairman Skains asked Mr. Norton and Mr. Spicer if they would work something out. Mr. Norton said he had someone he could send and Mr. Spicer also said he had someone to send to the meeting.

Mr. Dauzat said he wanted to add two more short comments: first, While he was in Spokane, he found out that the Waters of the US is not a dead issue; it is still very much alive, they are just trying to find another name for it so keep your eyes and ears open – Waters of the United States is not dead.  He said the second thing - from Madison Parish down to the coast, everybody knows the Mississippi River is very high and they lost 4,000 acres of soybeans in Point Coupee that are now 10-12 feet under water.
Dr. Ernest said EPA has announced the new Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) Rule and the new regulations will be issued shortly. He said they chose to use 2,500 gallon threshold rather than the 6,000 gallon threshold for compliance.  He said they are justifying the lower threshold by finding that 80% of farmers will not have to comply at the 2,500 gallon aggregate level. 

Chairman Skains asked if there were any other comments from the public and there were none.  
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Skains said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to adjourn at 2:11 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.
/s/ Reggie Skains______
Reggie Skains, Chairman 
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