OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
January 14, 2015
10:30 AM

LSU AGCENTER, EFFERSON HALL
CONFERENCE ROOM 102 D
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA
PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Randell Fletcher called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 10:30 A.M.
ROLL CALL

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Joey Breaux to call the roll.

Members and Alternate Members present: Mr. Randell Fletcher, Chairman; Mr. Reggie Skains, Vice-Chairman; Mr. John Compton, Secretary/Treasurer; Mr. Ruben Dauzat; Mr. George Guillory; Mr. Ed Yerger; and Dr. Rogers Leonard.

Members absent: None
A quorum was present.

Others Present:  Mr. Scott Edwards, USDA-NRCS, ASC, Partner and Initiative Coordination; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF /SSWCC Executive Director; Ms. Faran Dietz, OSWC/Capital SWCD and Ms. Caitlin Lambert, LDAF-OSWC; Mr. Charles Severance, Capital SWCD and Mr. Chris Carter, Morehouse SWCD; Mr. Donavon Taves, SSWCC Alternate, Area II.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Fletcher welcomed everyone and asked if there were any public comments and there were none.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the Commission November 18, 2014 minutes and there were none.  Chairman Fletcher said, if there were no comments, he would call for a motion to approve the minutes as mailed.  

Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed of the November 18, 2014 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Chairman Fletcher asked for motion to amend the meeting agenda to include the Election of SSWCC officers. Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about amending the agenda and there were none.  
Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to amend the January 14, 2015 agenda to add Election of Officers immediately after Approval of the Minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Dauzat and passed unanimously.

ELECTION OF COMMISSION OFFICERS
Chairman Fletcher called for the election of the State Commission officers.  Mr. Spicer said the current officers are Mr. Randell Fletcher, Chairman; Mr. Reggie Skains, Vice-Chairman and Mr. John Compton, Secretary-Treasurer.  He said the current Chairman, Mr. Randell Fletcher has held the position for the past five years and Mr. Skains for the past one year.  He said Mr. John Compton has held the Secretary/Treasurer position for several years.  Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members regarding the election of the State Commission Chairman, Vice Chairman and Secretary/Treasurer and there were none.  
Chairman Fletcher said that the floor was open for nominations for Chairman.  On a motion by Mr. Dauzat, Mr. Reggie Skains was nominated for the Chairman’s position. Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any other nominations and there were none.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

Chairman Fletcher said that the floor was open for nominations for Vice Chairman. On a motion by Mr. Yerger, Mr. George Guillory was nominated for Vice Chairman.  Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any other nominations for Vice Chairman and there were none. The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Chairman Fletcher said that the floor was open for nominations for Secretary/Treasurer.  Mr. Guillory nominated Mr. John Compton for Secretary/Treasurer. Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any other nominations and there were none.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Girouard and passed unanimously.


Resolved, Mr. Reggie Skains be elected Chairman of the State Soil and Water


Conservation Commission.  The term will begin January 14, 2015 and end


December 3, 2015.


Resolved, Mr. George Guillory be elected Vice-Chairman of the State Soil and


Water Conservation Commission.  The term will begin January 14, 2015 and end 


December 3, 2015.


Resolved, Mr. John Compton be re-elected Secretary-Treasurer of the State Soil

and Water Conservation Commission. The term will begin January 14, 2015 and end December 3, 2015.

Chairman Fletcher thanked the State Commission on behalf of all the officers.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Skains said they would now take up Unfinished Business and requested Mr. Spicer to report on the items on the agenda. 

NRSC/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to report to the Commission on the Farm Bill.  Mr. Spicer said that the reporting system is fully operational and asked Mr. Edwards if he had any information on the status of future Farm Bill funding.  Mr. Edwards said the current Farm Bill agreement is funded as in past years, but the NRCS budget outlook for the coming fiscal year was dim.  He said that Mr. Norton has always done everything possible to assist districts and the OSWC by working with them to enable conservation delivery and administration through contracts and contribution agreements, but at the present it appears that this may not be financially feasible for the NRCS to continue to fund the agreement at the current levels. 
NACD Annual Meeting
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to give the NACD Annual meeting report.  Mr. Spicer briefed the SSWCC on all of the proposed agenda items of interest, including several key workshops and tours.  He said that Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne is scheduled to deliver an extended welcome address and that M.G. Michael Wehr, USACE, Commander for the Mississippi River Valley Division will give a keynote address at the Opening Session. 

Northeast LA Surface Water Management Project

Mr. Spicer briefed the SSWCC on the latest developments, including the December meeting in Bastrop where the decision was made to hire Mr. Gene Sullivan as the local project leader for Louisiana.

NEW BUSINESS 

NRCS State Conservationist Report

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Edwards, Assistant State Conservationist, to give the NRCS report.   Mr. Edwards thanked the Commission and said that Mr. Norton was currently meeting with the District Conservationists from across the state following the LACD meeting and therefore could not be present today to deliver the NRCS Report.  Mr. Edwards said that the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) and EQIP proposed rules are currently out for public comment and that comments can be posted online and links can be found to the rules on the LA NRCS Homepage.  He said deadlines for public comment are January 20th for CSP and February 10th for EQIP.   He said that the NRCS is hoping to have their budget allocation in place by the end of January, 2015 to ensure uninterrupted program implementation. Mr. Edwards said that due to the extremely tight budget and an anticipated cut in NRCS appropriations, the upcoming Farm Bill OSWC Contribution Agreement will likely be affected.  He also reported that the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) rollout will be announced today by USDA Secretary Vilsack in Washington D.C., and that NRCS State Conservationist Kevin Norton will also lead an RCPP partnership announcement in Baton Rouge at the LDAF Headquarters at 1:30 P.M. today.  Mr. Edwards said that two State Pool RCPP proposals were selected for funding; the LDAF/OSWC proposal to conduct natural resource inventories in priority watersheds that will involve at least five SWCDs, one within each of the five State Commission administrative areas and the second State proposal is the Ducks Unlimited Rice Stewardship Program project that will assist rice producers with water quality, irrigation efficiency and wildlife habitat in Southwest LA.   He said that USA Rice and Ducks Unlimited are partners in a National Pool proposal that was approved to work across the five rice producing states.  He said the fourth approved project, also a National Pool Proposal, is within the Longleaf Pine Critical Conservation Area funding pool; this project will be led by The Nature Conservancy and will encompass a critical longleaf pine area located between Fort Polk and a nearby Kisatchie National Forest unit.  Mr. Edwards said the NRCS in Louisiana will soon advertise five D.C. vacancies; Crowley, Ville Platte, Minden, St. Joseph and Jonesville.  

Mr. Edwards said that completed his report and asked if anyone had any questions; there were none.  
Chairman Skains thanked Mr. Edwards for the report.
Correspondence
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to give the Correspondence report.  Mr. Spicer said the first item is a letter from the Avoyelles SWCD regarding the hardship and difficulty of the SAM’s.gov registration program that requires a DUNS number for entities that apply for conservation programs. He said individuals use their social security number in place of the DUNS number, but that all USDA NRCS payments are made through a new payment program called SAM (System for Award Management).
Mr. Spicer said the second item is a letter from the Iberia SWCD requesting approval for Mr. Robert Judice, Jr.; Mr. Harvey Gonsoulin, Mr. Robert Freeman and Ms. Lisa Hulin to attend the NACD Convention in New Orleans on February 1-4, 2015. He said Commission approval is not necessary when the meeting is in-state, but since they sent the letter, we should proceed.  Chairman Skains called for a motion to approve these four persons in the Iberia SWCD to attend the NACD annual meeting in New Orleans. 

Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to approve Mr. Robert Judice, Jr., Mr. Harvey Gonsoulin, Mr. Robert Freeman and Ms. Lisa Hulin to attend the NACD Convention in New Orleans on February 1-4, 2015 and be reimbursed at State rates. The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the next seven items are LDAF press releases: two men were arrested for stealing cattle by changing ID tags on cattle at the Kinder Livestock Auction and selling them; next press release is regarding construction on a mobile pet shelter to use during natural disasters such as tropical storms; the next press release was about sugar cane burn complaints and that burning has always been part of the harvesting process and that most growers do try to be good neighbors when conducting prescribed burns.  Mr. Spicer said the next press release states that wood pellet plants such as Drax Biomass, Biomass Secure Power, and German Pellets GmbH are processing pellets to ship to Europe to generate electricity.  He said by using Louisiana forest products from mostly thinnings and residues following the harvest of saw timber provides additional financial benefits to the forest landowners.  Mr. Spicer said the next article states that New York farmers are encouraging more agriculture education and ag options in their schools.  He said the last press release is regarding the Iraqi Grain Board (IGB) deciding to purchase 120,000 metric tons of U.S. rice after U.S. ag leaders wrote letters expressed concern that IGB had refused bids three times and was planning to purchase more expensive rice from Brazil and Uruguay.  He said Commission Strain’s letter to Secretary of State, John Kerry expressing his concerns was also included.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to report on the resignations and appointments of supervisors.  Mr. Spicer said there were two resignations this month: Mr. Andrew Price Gay, Jr., elected position, Upper Delta SWCD and Mr. Marty Wooldridge, elected position, Caddo SWCD.  Mr. Spicer said both Mr. Gay and Mr. Wooldridge are resigning their elected position on their boards in order to be appointed into a vacant appointed position on their boards.
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the resignations of Mr. Gay and Mr. Wooldridge from their elected positions on their boards.

Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to approve the resignation of Mr. Andrew Price Gay, Jr., elected position, Upper Delta SWCD and Mr. Marty Wooldridge, elected position, Caddo SWCD effective January 14, 2015. The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
Mr. Spicer said the Caddo SWCD is requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisor to a term in office:
Caddo SWCD, Mr. Marty Wooldridge, appointed to fill the vacant appointed position of Mr. William Sample.  Term will begin January 14, 2015 and will expire on November 18, 2017.
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Marty Wooldridge into the vacant appointed position formerly held by Mr. William Sample.
Motion: Mr. Dauzat made a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Marty Wooldridge into the vacant appointed position formerly held by Mr. William Sample, Caddo SWCD effective January 14, 2015. The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the Caddo SWCD is requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisor to a new term in office:
Caddo SWCD, Mr. Kyle Joseph Dill, appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Marty Wooldridge.  Term will begin January 14, 2015 and will expire on June 30, 2017.
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Kyle Joseph Dill into the vacant elected position formerly held by Mr. Marty Wooldridge.
Motion: Mr. Dauzat made a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Kyle Joseph Dill into the vacant elected position formerly held by Mr. Marty Wooldridge, Caddo SWCD, effective January 14, 2015. The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the Upper Delta SWCD is requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisor to a new term in office:
Upper Delta SWCD, Mr. Andrew Price Gay, Jr., appointed to fill the vacant appointed position of Ms. Eloise M. Smith.  Term will begin January 14, 2015 and will expire on May 13, 2017.
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Andrew Price Gay, Jr. into the vacant appointed position formerly held by Ms. Eloise M. Smith. 
Motion: Mr. Dauzat made a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Andrew Price Gay, Jr. into the vacant appointed position formerly held by Ms. Eloise M. Smith, effective January 14, 2015.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the Upper Delta SWCD is requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisor to a new term in office:
Upper Delta SWCD, Mr. Morgan “Chip” Vosburg, appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Andrew Price Gay, Jr.  Term will begin January 14, 2015 and will expire on June 30, 2015.
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Morgan “Chip” Vosburg into the vacant elected position formerly held by Mr. Andrew Price Gay, Jr. 
Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the appointment of Morgan “Chip” Vosburg into the vacant elected position formerly held by Mr. Andrew Price “Gay, Jr., effective January 14, 2015.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

LACD Annual Meeting
Mr. Spicer said the LACD meeting was informative and well attended with nearly 225 registrants. The Commission members all agreed that Mrs. Laura Dauzat was a tremendous help in planning and conducting the LACD events, therefore Mr. Guillory stated the Commission should make a motion to proclaim their appreciation for her great work.  Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion.  

Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to thank Mrs. Laura Dauzat for her great work and help with the LACD Annual Meeting held in Baton Rouge, January 11-13, 2015 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Baton Rouge.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Mr. Dauzat said that this year some potential exhibitors chose to donate funds instead of exhibiting.
Other Business  
Chairman Skains said the next item is Other Business and asked if Dr. Leonard had any comments for the Commission.  Dr. Leonard said that a cover crop field day would be held at the Macon Ridge station on January 21st.

Chairman Skains thanked Dr. Leonard for his comments and asked if there were any comments from the public or the Commission members, and there were none.  
Next meeting

Chairman Skains said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 24, 2015 at 1:15 P.M. in the Veterans Auditorium, 5825 Florida Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Skains asked if there were any other comments from the public and there were none.  
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Skains said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to adjourn at 11:45 A.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.
/s/ Reggie Skains____________________
Reggie Skains, Chairman 
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