OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
DECEMBER 9, 2015
1:15 PM

5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD
VETERANS AUDITORIUM

BATON ROUGE, LA
PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Skains called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M. He asked Mr. Fletcher gave the invocation and Mr. Dauzat to lead in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Ms. Faran Dietz.

Members and Alternate Members present: Mr. Reggie Skains, Chairman; Mr. John Compton, Secretary/ Treasurer; Dr. Rogers Leonard, LSU AgCenter; Mr. Ruben Dauzat; Mr. Randell Fletcher; Mr. Ed Yerger; Dr. Ernest Girouard.   

Members absent: None
A quorum was present.

Others Present: Mr. Scott Edwards, USDA-NRCS; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF-OSWC; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Faran Dietz, OSWC/Capital SWCD; and Ms. Caitlin Lambert, LDAF-OSWC

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Chairman Skains asked if there were any comments from the public or Commissioners.  He welcomed Dr. Ernest Girouard, the newly elected Area IV Commission Member from the Vermilion SWCD. Dr. Girouard said he had served as a member on the State Commission when he was the LACD President and was glad to be back serving on the State Commission.  Chairman Skains said Mr. Earl Garber from the Acadia SWCD was elected as the Alternate Member from Area IV.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the October 27, 2015 State Commission minutes and there were none.  Chairman Skains said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the October 27, 2015 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Dauzat made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed of the October 27, 2015 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Skains said they would now take up Unfinished Business and asked Mr. Spicer to review the items with the SSWCC.
NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement    

Mr. Spicer said districts began entering their Farm Bill data in the new 2015 Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement in December.  He said this Farm Bill 2015 Cooperative Agreement has two programs that the districts are being reimbursed for: $220,000 for 76t-EQIP and $480,500 for 95-CSP/CStP – Conservation Stewardship Program. 

Affordable Care Act (ACA)

Mr. Spicer said since January 2015 employers are subject to the EMPLOYER SHARED RESPONSIBILITY that requires large employers to offer affordable minimum essential health coverage to all full-time employees, those who work 30 or more hours per week.  He said employers are required have on file a record of the employee’s OGB health plan or the Acknowledge Offer and Decline Health Insurance Coverage Forms for plan years 2015 and 2016.  He said OSWC compiled and submitted to LDAF HR all the required OGB status forms from every SWCD employee and supervisor regarding health insurance.

Mr. Spicer said the OGB open enrollment period for policies to begin January 1, 2016 was October 1 – November 15, 2015.  He said OSWC notified all full-time employees determined by the ACA ISP that they were eligible for OGB health insurance and the employee choose an OGB health plan or submitted the Acknowledge Offer and Decline Health Insurance Coverage Forms for 2016 to LDAF HR.   

Mr. Spicer said OSWC and LDAF HR compiled and verified data on each person and their dependents insured with OGB by October 31, 2015 in order to submit the correct reports to the IRS.  He said individual SWCDs gathered and verified information on their SWCD retirees and supervisors listed on the district’s monthly OGB premium invoice.  He said OSWC and HR are also coding and inputting each employee and supervisors recurring weekly work schedule in order to track each person to be sure they are insured or not eligible to be insured by OGB.  He said the ACA requires every person working approximately130 hours per month be offered affordable insurance and each State Agency must prove that affordable minimum essential coverage was offered to each person and that the premiums are not more than 9.5% of the employee’s household income. He said compliance with this one mandate takes a lot of extra hours each week to compile these reports and submit to the State and the IRS. 

Mr. Spicer said noncompliance with these ACA provisions could result in heavy fines for the State as all State Agencies are reported under one tax ID, OFFICE OF STATE UNIFORM PAYROLL (OSUP) for the STATE OF LOUISIANA, so each State Agency must constantly verify their data base for correctness.  He said should the State be fined, then all State Agencies will be assessed their share of the penalty according to the number of full time employees they employ.

Mr. Spicer said HR with OSWC creates new procedures to comply with each new ACA mandate, so training of ACA responsibilities is on on-going process. He said districts are also required to maintain ACA payroll records and OSWC continually emails all new information on the ACA mandates and any available OGB training materials to the 44 SWCDs. 
EPA/DEQ Dairy Inspections/Transfer of Dairy Cleanout Equipment

Mr. Spicer said that he visited with the DeSoto SWCD and they have decided to buy a grain drill and keep the truck, rather sell it to the Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD.  Mr. Breaux said the Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD has decided to not pursue purchasing the pump-out equipment from the DeSoto SWCD.  Mr. Spicer said that the DeSoto district is in the process of identifying a public facility to store all the dairy clean-out equipment.
LACD/NACD Annual Meetings:

Mr. Spicer reminded the State Commission members to share with the SWCDs in their area that the SSWCC’s PPM #5 states that districts do not have to request permission from the State Commission for in-state travel to the LACD meetings, but out-of-state travel does require permission from the State Commission.  He said the LACD Annual Meeting will be held in Lafayette January 10-13th at the Wyndham Hotel and he encouraged all district supervisors to attend.  He said districts with supervisors planning to attend the NACD Annual Meeting in Reno, Nevada January 31 – February 3, 2016 need to get their request letters in to the State Commission. Mr. Spicer said as a reminder, supervisors attending the NACD meeting should be prepared to present a report to their District Board regarding what they gained from attending the meeting.  

He also reminded the State Commission that districts cannot have their January Board meetings at the hotel during the LACD Annual Meeting as all board meetings are to be held in a governmental place so the general public will have access to the meetings.
Mr. Spicer said that the LACD Annual Meeting program is almost complete and they are finalizing the selection of speakers. Mr. Spicer said that NACD Annual Meeting will be held in Reno, Nevada from January 30, 2016 through February 3, 2016. He said the registration can be completed online. 

Mr. Dauzat said that he would like to add that the LACD Annual Meeting will also include a social on Sunday, January 10, 2016 at the UL Cade Farm. He said there will be bus transportation to and from the function and the hotel. Mr. Dauzat said he hopes to see everyone at the social and asked all board members present to encourage all supervisors to attend. 

Mr. Dauzat also mentioned that he would like all SWCD’s to participate in getting sponsorships for the Annual Meeting, which will help defray expenses. 

Mr. Skains said that the inauguration of the new Governor will take place during the scheduled time for LACD, and will make it difficult for legislatures to attend the convention.
Chairman Skains said if there were no questions, we will move to the next agenda item, the NRCS Report.
NRCS State Conservationist Report

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Edwards, USDA-NRCS Assistant State Conservationist to give the NRCS report. Mr. Edwards said the state office just received approval from the National Office for all District Conservationists and leadership team members to attend the LACD in Lafayette.  Mr. Edwards said that the federal budget will expire December 11, 2015 and if a new budget does not get approved; Congress will likely approve a continuing budget resolution to keep from shutting down the federal government.  He said under the Mississippi River Basin Initiative six new watershed projects in northeast Louisiana were approved and that 1 million additional dollars will come to the state to support these projects.
Mr. Edwards said that ended his report and asked if anyone had any questions or comments and there were none.

Chairman Skains thanked Mr. Edwards for the report and said the next item is Correspondence. 

Correspondence

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to briefly review the correspondence and if anyone had any questions or comments, please speak up.
Mr. Spicer said the first item is a letter from the East Carroll SWCD requesting the State Commission’s approval for Mr. Donavon Taves to attend the NACD Annual Meeting in Reno, Nevada January 31 – February 3, 2016. Chairman Skains asked if there were any public or Commission comments and there being none, he requested a motion to allow Mr. Taves to attend the NACD annual meeting and be reimbursed according to the SSWCC’s PPMs and State Law.

Motion:  Mr. Compton made a motion approving the Mr. Donavon Taves, East Carroll SWCD, to attend the NACD Annual Meeting in Reno, Nevada on January 31- February 3, 2016 and be reimbursed according to the SSWCC’s PPMs and State Law.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Dauzat and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the next item was a NACD Congressional Update which highlighted speakers for the upcoming NACD Annual Meeting. He said that Mr. Jim Richardson is a renowned photographer and documentarian for National Geographic and should present a great keynote address. Mr. Spicer said that there is more information regarding the NACD Annual Meeting online for anyone interested.

Mr. Dauzat said another item in the NACD Congressional update, Water of the United States, is still an ongoing issue and we need to be very vigilant about it, because NACD needs our support.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a news article regarding the Annual Tree Planting at the capitol held last month and dignitaries met to plant an oak tree, which marked the beginning of the National Society of American Foresters Convention. He said Commissioner Strain and representatives from the National Society of American Foresters planted an oak tree at the State Capitol as a reminder that trees provide not only shade but clean air and water and provide other products to consumers around the world. He said Louisiana has over 18 million acres with trees.

Mr. Spicer said the next three items are new articles regarding consumers getting bad gas in several places in the state and the articles explain how consumers can contact the LDAF to report bad gas by calling the number on the gas pumps and for the consumers to keep their receipts so they could file claims with their insurance company. He said the heavy rainfall caused over 700 gallons of water to enter the holding tanks, causing many motorists problems with their vehicles due to water in the gasoline in Delcambre and Bossier City. 
Mr. Spicer  said the next two items are LDAF press releases regarding a $4,000 reward offered for information on 86 suspected arsons in Bienville and Jackson parishes and the other press release states that a Allen Parish couple is serving up to eight years for theft of forestry equipment.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is an Advocate news article stating that heavy rains hit the Louisiana sugar cane crop at harvest time, reducing crop yields by flooding fields and knocking down the cane plants that damaged root systems that could cause reduced future yields as the sugar cane stalks grow from the same root system for three years or more. 

Mr. Spicer said the last item is another LDAF Press release stating that Louisiana is one of 18 states selected to participate in USDA 2015 Specialty Crop Multi-State Program making approximately $3 million available to develop solutions to specialty crop industry challenges.  He said the release lists a website address for preparing an application or a phone number to call.
Chairman Skains asked if anyone had any questions or comments on these correspondence items and there were none.
Mr. Spicer said he had one more item for the Commission that was not included in their packets.  He said the Commission’s four insurance policies are up for renewal in December. Mr. Spicer said Ms. Edwards has worked with the Turrentine Insurance Agency reviewing bids for the State Commission’s Workers Compensation policy, Directors’ and Officers’ Liability policy and/or the Bond/Crime policy and the Hired and Non-owned Auto Liability policy and that each renewal policy bid was the same as the current expiring policies.  He said all the insurance companies writing the bids had the highest rating available; A15+.   He said the overall total premium for all four policies together only increased $171.30 this year.  Mr. Spicer said the Workers Comp premium is based on employee salaries and the Workers Comp insurance premium bid was only $25.00 dollars higher than last year’s premium.  He said in the past ten years we have saved over five hundred thousand dollars on Workers Comp insurance premiums without a decrease in coverage.   Mr. Spicer said the Directors’ and Officers’ Liability and Crime/Bond bid is the same as last year because the 2015-2016 premium is the second year of the three-year-locked-in-premium.  He said the Hired and Non-Owned Auto Liability premium only increased $67.31 although more districts were added to the policy.  Mr. Spicer said we have also saved hundreds of thousands over the years on the Directors’ and Officers’ Liability policy alone.  He said when districts were purchasing their own policies they were paying much more than they should have been paying, so when insurance became available thru the State Commission the districts were able to save considerable amounts of money.  

Chairman Skains asked if there were any public or Commission member comments regarding the Turrentine Insurance bids and there were none.  Chairman Skains called for a motion to accept the insurance bids.

Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to accept the insurance bids from Turrentine Insurance Agency for the Directors & Officers Liability and/or Crime/Bond, Workers Compensation and Hired/Non-Owned Auto Liability Insurances. The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.

Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this agenda item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said there was one resignation this month:  Mr. Everette Calloway, elected position, Boeuf River SWCD who resigned his elected position so he could submit his name for consideration to be appointed to fill the vacant appointed position of Mr. Fred Huenefeld. 
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the supervisor resignations.

Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to approve the resignation of Mr. Everette Calloway, elected position, Boeuf River SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Dauzat and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said there are two requests for the State Commission to appoint supervisors to a new term in office this month and they are:

Bouef River SWCD, Mr. Everette Calloway appointed to fill the vacant appointed position of Mr. Fred Huenefeld.  Term will begin December 9, 2015 and will expire on May 1, 2016.

New River SWCD, Dr. Gray Bailey appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Sherman Jackson. Term will begin December 9, 2015 and will expire on June 30, 2018.

Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the resignation, and appointments.

Motion: Dr. Girouard made a motion to approve the appointments of supervisors Mr. Everette Calloway, appointed position, Boeuf River SWCD, term to begin December 9, 2015 and expire May 1, 2016; and Dr. Gray Bailey, elected position, New River SWCD, term to begin December 9, 2015 and to expire June 30, 2018. The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Other Business  

Chairman Skains asked Dr. Leonard if he had any comments.  Dr. Leonard said there is currently a concern about migrating waterfowl not finding water due to Giant Salvania growth and accumulation. He said that LSU AgCenter is researching the plant material and weevils that will eat the salvania. He said while the weevils are effective in destroying the plant, the AgCenter is not allowed to provide the weevils to the general public. He said there is an interest in the LSU AgCenter partnering with entities to develop opportunities to provide samples of the weevil and training SWCDs on conducting weevil control projects. Dr. Leonard said, by partnering with the districts, the weevil could become available to more private land owners. He said that the LSU AgCenter is willing to work with anyone and he looks forward to working with the districts.

Chairman Skains thanked Dr. Leonard for his comments and asked if there are any other comments from the Commission or the public; there were none.

Mr. Yerger asked that the Commission approve the travel of the Madison SWCD supervisors to the NACD Annual Meeting in Reno, Nevada January 31 – February 3, 2016. Chairman Skains asked if there were any public or Commission comments and there being none, he requested a motion to allow the Madison SWCD supervisors to attend the NACD annual meeting and be reimbursed according to the SSWCC’s PPMs and State Law.

Motion:  Mr. Yerger made a motion approving the Madison SWCD supervisors to attend the NACD Annual Meeting in Reno, Nevada on January 31- February 3, 2016 and be reimbursed according to the SSWCC’s PPMs and State Law.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.

Next meeting

Chairman Skains said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 26, 2016 at 1:15 P.M. in the Veterans Auditorium, LDAF Building, 5825 Florida Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Skains asked if there were any other comments from the public or Commission members.  
Mr. Breaux said that earlier today at their monthly board meeting the Tangipahoa – St. Helena SWCD board opted to discontinue their efforts to acquire the dairy lagoon pump-out equipment from the DeSoto SWCD.

Mr. Dauzat said that this will be his last meeting with the State Commission and he enjoyed working with the Commission as well as his time serving with everyone. Mr. Skains thanked him for all of his hard work and dedication to the State Commission and the state conservation program.
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Skains said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Fletcher made a motion to adjourn at 2:00 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.
/s/ Reggie Skains______
Reggie Skains, Chairman 
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