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PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chairman Guillory called the regular monthly Soil and Water Conservation Commission Meeting to order at 2:00 P.M. Mr. Fletcher gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Mr. Joey Breaux
Members and Alternate Members present: Mr. George Guillory, Vice Chairman. Mr. John Compton, Secretary/Treasurer; Mr. Ruben Dauzat, Mr. Ed Yerger, and Mr. Randall Fletcher 
Members absent: Mr. Reggie Skains, Chairman
A quorum was present.

Others Present:Mr. Kevin Norton, USDA-NRCS, State Conservationist; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF/SSWCC Executive Director; Dr. Ernest Girouard, LSU AgCenter; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Caitlin Lambert, LDAF-OSWC, Mr. Steve Horvath, Capital SWCD, Mr. Jack Gober, Capital SWCD, Mr. Sherrill Sagrera, Vermillion SWCD, and Mr. Donavon Taves, East Carroll SWCD
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Vice Chairman Guillory asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the Commission July 28, 2015 minutes and there were none.  Vice Chairman Guillory said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the July 28, 2015 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Compton made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed of the July 28, 2015 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Contribution Agreement
Vice Chairman Guillory asked Mr. Spicer if he had any comments. Mr. Spicer said that the 2015-2016 agreement was initially for $450,000.00 and that the NRCS is in the process of amending the agreement. Mr. Spicer said the amendment will bring the total to about $750,000.00.  Mr. Spicer said that they are also in the process of closing out the 2014-2015 agreement and have submitted the invoice for final payment to NRCS. 
2015 District Allocations/State Funding
Mr. Spicer said that the district state allocation figures were sent to the 44 SWCD’s on August 12, 2015 and that the districts received the same amount as they received last year. He said that it is very likely that we will receive a mid-year cut or possibly a cut in state funding before mid-year.
Affordable Care Act (ACA)
Mr. Spicer said that LDAF HR employees and Ms. Edwards have been taking classes to help prepare them for the extensive record keeping and reporting associated with implementing the ACA. Mr. Spicer said that they will be required to track and report to the IRS the hours worked by both district employees and district supervisors. He said that district supervisors are considered part time employees because they receive per diem paid through the state payroll system. Mr. Spicer said complying with the ACA rules will significantly increase the record keeping and reporting work load for the OSWC and the districts. 
PPM #12 – District Agreements or Forms of Agreement/SAMS/DUNS
Mr. Spicer said that it is critical that the districts do not use the LDAF DUNS ID number. He said they must use the SSWCC number and currently it cannot be used because somehow the name of the Commission mistakenly got changed making it impossible to process any agreement under the Commission’s DUNS number. He said Ms. Edwards has been working over a period of several months in an effort to correct the problem and to get the IRS, DUNS and SAMS to use the same name and ID number for tracking grants and agreements and to properly connect the IRS to the Commission’s DUNS and SAMS numbers.
LACD Mid-Year Meeting, August 25, 2015 & NACD South Central Region Meeting, August 9-11, 2015

Mr. Dauzat said that they just completed the mid-year meeting and he thought they had a very productive meeting. He said all six of the LACD standing committees had excellent reports and they each have a draft agenda and resolutions for their meeting at the LACD Annual Meeting in Lafayette on January 10-13, 2016. He said they also identified a number of topics to be included in the general sessions. Mr. Dauzat said he was among about 15 to 20 individuals from Louisiana that attended the NACD South Central Regional Meeting in Tulsa, Oklahoma in early August. He said they had a very informative program that included a tour of the Tulsa port facility. He said the regional meeting will be held in Little Rock, Arkansas in 2016.

NEW BUSINESS 
NRCS State Conservationist Report

Vice Chairman Guillory asked Mr. Norton if he would give the State Conservationist Report. Mr. Norton said that the initial 2016 OSWC Contribution Agreement was for $450,000 but it is currently being amended making the total amount about $750,000. He said this in the largest amount since the first year of Farm Bill agreements with the OSWC and the districts. Mr. Norton said it is important for the districts to know that a major portion of the funds are for servicing the CSP. He said that the districts need to be prepared to start earning the CSP funds and not wait until later in the fiscal year. Mr. Norton reviewed several articles contained in the Louisiana Conservation Update including discussing new farming technology and soil health. He said he would like to thank Mr. Donavon Taves for assisting preparing the article on Farming by Technology. Mr. Norton said that ended his report and asked if anyone had any questions or comments and there were none.

Correspondence
Vice Chairman Guillory asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence.  Mr. Spicer said the first two items were letters from Calcasieu SWCD and their engagement with John A. Windham, CPA, and Morehouse SWCD asking for approval to enter into an agreement with Hill, Inzina & Company for the compilation for the district’s financial report. Vice Chairman Guillory asked for comments from the public or the Commission and there were none.
Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to approve the Calcasieu SWCD to enter their engagement with John A. Windham, CPA, and for Morehouse SWCD to enter into an agreement with Hill, Inzina & Company for the compilation of the district’s financial report. The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
Mr.Spicer said the next item concerns the Morehouse SWCD entering into an agreement with the Arkansas National Resources Commission. He said the agreement is for $150,000.00 to cover Louisiana’s share of the COE Feasibility Study to move Arkansas River water into SE Arkansas and NE Louisiana and they need the State Commission approval. Vice Chairman Guillory asked for comments from the public or the Commission and there were none.
Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to allow Morehouse SWCD to enter into an agreement with SE Arkansas. The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously. 

Mr. Spicer said the next items were articles that he will cover very briefly. He said the first article is about the rise of acidic soils in Washington State and how farmers are now seeing that the acid soil problems may be caused from the use of high amounts of ammonia fertilizers.
Mr. Spicer reviewed and article about the recent restoration of the Bunches Bend Levee. He said the levee system failed in 2011 and flooded almost 9000 acres of crops.

Mr. Spicer said the next item covered the Red River flooding that has caused an estimated $7 million dollars in damage to agriculture commodities and that the river is still rising.
The next item covers the unveiling of the Homegrown by Heroes program that has been adopted by Louisiana and is supported by Commissioner Strain.

Mr. Spicer said the next article highlighted the feral hog problem and a possible new solution of eating them, which is exactly what the Chef Taste Challenge at the Farm to Table International Conference has promoted this year. He said that Chef Josh Galliano created dishes using Louisiana wild boar, and praised the quality of the meat. 

Mr. Spicer said the next articles are covering the concerns of drought for Louisiana farmers, the Department of Agriculture & Forestry warnings about the dangers of extreme heat for pets and livestock, an article dedicating August 2-8, 2015 as National Farmers Market Week, and a listing of Louisiana Parishes where farmers are eligible for assistance based on parishes being designated as natural disaster areas.
Mr. Spicer said the last article outlines cattlemen concerns about cattle thefts and prosecutions of offenders. Mr. Spicer said that this concluded the correspondence. 

State Commission Convention Election – Area III and IV

Mr. Spicer said that the Commission will need to approve the Area III and Area IV State Commission Convention Election announcement and guidelines contained in their folders. He said the election convention for Area III and IV will be held at the AgCenter in Crowley on October 27, 2015 at 10:00 AM. He said if there were no objections the State Commission meeting can be held after the conclusion of the Convention Election and begin at 1:15 PM. Mr. Spicer said  all Commission members are welcome to attend the election convention, but only the chairman is required to be present to conduct the election convention.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments

Vice-Chairman Guillory said there were no resignations this month and there were three requests for the State Commission to appoint a supervisor to a new term in office this month.

Calcasieu SWCD, Mr. Preston Broxson, appointed to fill the vacant appointed position of Mr. George Dauzat.  Term will begin August 25, 2015 and expire on July 27, 2017

Rapides SWCD, Mr. Danny Coombs, appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Bruce Brown.  Term will begin August 25, 2015 and expire on June 30, 2018

Saline SWCD, Mr. William M. Conly, reappointed to fill his vacant position. Term will begin August 30, 2015 and will expire on August 30, 2018

Vice-Chairman Guillory asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the appointments.

Motion: Mr. Fletcher made a motion to approve the appointments and reappointments of supervisors Mr. Preston Broxson, appointed position, Calcasieu SWCD; Mr. Danny Coombs, elected position, Rapides SWCD; and Mr. William M. Conly, appointed position, Saline SWCD. The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Discussion of Cooperator Confidentiality Policy

Vice Chairman Guillory said the next item was discussion of the Cooperator Confidentiality Policy and asked Mr. Norton to explain the policy. Mr. Norton said that NRCS is reinforcing its policy of Cooperator Confidentiality and reminding all NRCS staff that SWCD boards are not allowed under any circumstance to review cooperator information during their public meetings unless they are in executive session with only board members present and they are forbidden by federal law from divulging any personal information disclosed in the executive session.
Mr. Chip Vosberg, Upper Delta SWCD – Cox Conserves Hero Award

Mr. Spicer said that Mr. Chip Vosberg, of the Upper Delta SWCD has been selected as a finalist for the Cox Conserves Heroes award. He said the winner of the award will receive $10,000 to be donated to a non-profit of their choice. He said Mr. Vosberg is a supervisor of the Upper Delta SWCD and a member of the Louisiana State Chapter of Quality Deer Management Association (QDMA). He said the award winner will be determined based on total number of online votes. To vote for Mr. Vosberg, Mr. Spicer asked that everyone go to coxconservesheroes.com and select Louisiana to vote for a finalist. 
Other Business 
Vice Chairman Guillory asked if there was any other business or comments from the Commission or the public and there was none.  

Next meeting

Vice Chairman Guillory said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, September 22, 2015 at 1:15 P.M. at 5825 Florida Boulevard, Veterans Memorial Auditorium, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Vice Chairman Guillory asked if there were any other comments from the public and there were none.  
ADJOURNMENT

Vice Chairman Guillory said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to adjourn at 2:45 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
/s/ George Guillory
George Guillory, Vice Chairman 
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