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CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Fletcher called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M. Chairman Fletcher gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Ms. Laura Edwards.
Members and Alternate Members present: Mr. Randell Fletcher, Chairman; Mr. John Compton, Secretary/Treasurer; Mr. Reggie Skains; Mr. Donavon Taves; Mr. George Guillory; Mr. Ed Yerger; and Dr. Rogers Leonard.
Members absent: Mr. Ruben Dauzat
A quorum was present.

Others Present:  Mr. Kevin Norton, USDA-NRCS, State Conservationist ; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF/SSWCC Executive Director; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Laura Edwards LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Faran Dietz, OSWC/Capital SWCD and Ms. Caitlin Lambert, LDAF-OSWC.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the Commission May 27, 2014 minutes and there were none.  Chairman Fletcher said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the May 27, 2014 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed of the May 27, 2014 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Taves and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Fletcher said they would now take up Unfinished Business and requested Mr. Spicer to report on the items listed on the agenda. 
NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement    
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the Farm Bill Agreement with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said that with only one more month to go in this current Farm Bill agreement that 95 percent of the districts have earned all their funding and have requested additional funds. He asked Mr. Edwards if they are working on the next Farm Bill contract and Mr. Edwards said yes, they should have the district funding levels to us by the next Commission meeting.
NACD Annual Planning Meeting
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said that he, Mr. Earl Garber, NACD President and Mr. Kevin, Norton and Ms. Holly Martien of NRCS met with the NACD staff and Ms. Dale Greenburg with Conference Direct at the NACD Annual Meeting Planning Session in New Orleans June 4-5, 2014. Mr. Spicer said the NACD Annual Meeting will be held at the Marriott in New Orleans, February 1-4, 2015.   He said they discussed plans for LACD Auxiliary tours and that NACD would prepare tour tickets and flyers and NACD will charge a 10% fee for this support. He said they discussed in addition to city tours they discussed touring the Port of South Louisiana because it is one of the largest grain shipping ports in the world.  He said they were also looking into touring the Port of New Orleans as it handles a wider variety of agriculture products.  Mr. Spicer said they could tour some flood control structures such as Bonnet Carre Spillway or the Davis Pond sediment diversion structure.  Mr. Yerger said that we could request the Corps of Engineers to come and give a presentation.  Mr. Spicer said the Corps has a film presentation on the Mississippi River flood control structures that could be presented at a break-out session.  Mr. Spicer said that each Commission member had a copy of topics that will be considered for the Breakout Sessions in their packet and that Mr. Jay Dardenne, Lieutenant Governor, will give the welcome address and Commissioner Strain will be the keynote speaker.  He said Commissioner Strain will speak on issues with river dredging which is necessary to continue shipping and how the Mississippi River relates to and supports U.S. agriculture.   
Chairman Fletcher said the Port of New Orleans was re-done after Hurricane Katrina and now has large screens in the office where they can control port activities from the port office.

Mr. Norton said it is shaping up to be a big meeting with a good program and good attendance. He said it has changed since the last meeting held in New Orleans  and that Conference Direct does all the facility work so it would not take as many resources as in the past but they do need support from local SWCDs and others.  He said this will be Earl’s last national meeting as NACD President and he is going out in style in New Orleans.
Mr. Spicer reminded the Commission that the NACD Annual South Central Meeting is being held in College Station at Texas A&M campus on July 27-29, 2014 and that the NACD summer Soil Health Forum and Conservation Tour will be July 21-22, 2014 in Indianapolis, Indiana in conjunction with and following the NACD Board of Directors meeting.
Northeast LA Surface Water Management Committee  
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to report on this item to the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said most of the SWCDs that make up the Northeast LA Surface Water Management Committee appointed their district committee members and alternate members.  He said now we only need to appoint a member at large at the first committee meeting.  He said they are ready to meet with Arkansas NRC and the Corps to work out the details for paying the Corps for the feasibility study.  He said the funds are in DOTD’s budget, not OSWC’s because DOTD had more than one million dollars in Capital Outlay and agreed to provide the Morehouse SWCD $200,000 for the project. He said Senators Riser and  Walsworth agreed to help get the funding for the study.  He said the additional $50,000 will be used to pay the salary and related expenses for a consultant to assist the Committee and to work with the Arkansas NRC and the Corps. He said they are looking to hire a retiree who has been working in an Arkansas irrigation district because he already understands the Corps’ proposed study and how it relates to northeast Louisiana.

Mr. Taves said that with enough people behind this project it should be moving forward at a fast pace.
NEW BUSINESS 
NRCS State Conservationist Report

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Norton, State Conservationist, to give the NRCS report.   Mr. Norton handed out copies of the May and June Conservation Report.  He said the May Conservation Report highlighted soil health and the cover crop tillage Oilseed Radish.  He said there is an article on page six of the June Conservation Report highlighting Commission member Mr. Donavon Taves’s subsurface row crop fertilization and irrigation system, a micro irrigation system called fertigation. He said the fertigation system places nutrients at the crop roots to provide for more productive plants, and there is no leaching or loss of nutrients during rainfall.  Mr. Norton said this fertigation system is the new leading edge of technology in conservation for farmers.  He said the center pivot irrigation system is used in other states but not in Louisiana where surge furrow irrigation is popular. 
Mr. Norton said on May 16th that NRCS, Capital RC&D, and Acadiana RC&D hosted a Louisiana Women In Agriculture Farm Tour of three farms being managed by husband and wife teams. He said the participants included congressional staff, producers and others.
Mr. Norton said that DC Mr. Mark Alford of Donaldsonville has transferred to New Mexico and two other DCs are retiring July 3: Mr. Tony Beaubouef in Amite and Mr. John Rogers in Many.  He said there will be DC vacancies in Donaldsonville, Marksville, Clinton and Many and that these positions will be filled but it will take about sixty days. He said the vacancy in Marksville is because Mr. Brandon Bates will lateral to Amite.  He said Mr. Bates is from Bakersfield, California and has experience with dairy waste management, conservation planning, and implementing conservation measures on land.  He said Ms. Mary Beth Guillory, Soil Conservationist at Minden will be the new DC in Jennings and that she should start next week.  He said that NRCS has not had a permanent presence in the Saline SWCD office for several years, the district has an office there but the NRCS staff has been serving the area from the Minden field office but for the majority of the customer base it will be more effective to be serviced in the Coushatta office.  He said they have met with all of the SWCD boards involved and spoke to the Saline board.  He said all the boards agreed to switch the servicing location to Coushatta and that customers can go to Ringgold, Many or Coushatta to get assistance as all information entries are by computer.  Mr. Norton said Mr. Justin Hinkel in Coushatta will be the primary DC supporting Saline. He said this service change will be a gradual transition and there will not be any noticeable change in service, only the personnel that will service the districts will change.  He said he wanted the Commission to be aware of these personnel services.
Mr. Norton said that this month NRCS is working on EQIP obligations, and on CSP verification and obligations.  He said NRCS had requested additional acres and also they are beginning the process to send letters to the 2010 CSP contract enrollees giving them the opportunity to extend their contracts by enrolling again. He said that he also planned to make the LACD employee meeting on the 23rd and to spend about an hour with them on conservation issues. 

Mr. Norton said the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) announcement is out and there are three ways to apply for (RCPP) funds, one is on a national level, one is for critical conservation areas, multistate projects and state level projects.  He said Louisiana has a good portion of critical areas that qualify for the national level and for critical area funds. He said the Mississippi River Basin critical conservation areas and the few critical conservation areas of longleaf pine in the state meet the criteria for national level and critical level funding.  He said the deadline for pre-proposals is July 14 with the selection date of pre-proposals of July 28 and if selected, then the full proposal will be due September 26, 2014.
Mr. Norton said that ended his report and asked if anyone had any questions or comments and there were none.  
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Taves to comment on his fertigation system.  Mr. Taves said that Mr. Norton covered it very well.  He was very pleased with the NRCS assistance and was looking forward to having his farm on display to his neighbors and others.  He invited the Commission members to visit his farm.
Mr. Guillory asked what the cost was for forty acres. Mr. Taves said approximately $1500 - $2,000 per acre; the most expensive part was the start-up and getting everything set-in but as you add on the cost per acre becomes cheaper.  Mr. Yerger asked how long the tubes last.  Mr. Taves answered twenty years.  Mr. Taves said his soybean crop was 100 bushels per acre and his field corn was 250 bushels per acre and now he is looking for 300 bushels per acre. He said it is a good investment with a big return and 600 bushels per acre is his target.  He said this is not just about irrigation but also a very high tech fertigation system and about putting the right amount of water to deliver the right amount of nutrients in the soil at the right time so the plants will maximize yields. Mr. Guillory asked what type of soil it was.  Mr. Taves said this is not the good soil, but a clayish type soil with moderate to low fertility. 
Mr. Norton said the more you invest on the front end for quality material, the longer the life of the system and the cheaper your investment on the front end, the more expensive it is on the back end. 
Correspondence

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence.  Mr. Spicer said the first two items fit very well with the previous discussion – How long before the Great Plains runs out of water and licenses required to apply fertilizer in order to stop harmful algal blooms in the Great Lakes.  He said we are looking at sections of the Great Plains that are running out of water but if farmers in that area did what Mr. Norton and Mr. Taves just discussed it is difficult to determine how long the water resources will last but certainly longer than what is projected under the current irrigation system being used.  He said water conservation would help with the folks in Great Plains where 20% of our grains are grown.  He said the second item is an article regarding Ohio, soon to require producers to be licensed to apply fertilizers like they are required when applying pesticides.  He said Ohio is the first state to require training and registration for licenses for applying fertilizer.  Mr. Spicer asked Dr. Leonard if there has been any discussion on certification of applying fertilizers in Louisiana. 
Dr. Leonard said not yet but it is just a matter of time with all the pressure to reduce fertilizer use and for more efficient plant use of fertilizer.  He said this will be the only way to assure that the applier has the education to apply the correct amount and type of fertilizer at the right time and place.  Dr. Leonard said that Commissioner Strain speaks about doubling the food supply, but you cannot do that on 200# of fertilizer; it takes so much nitrogen to make protein in the plants so it will take time to figure that out and the only way to do it is have more efficient delivery system to maximize plant use.  He said we need a more efficient delivery system and that plant use efficiency is horrible in Louisiana; we do not even hit 50% efficiency.  Mr. Spicer said getting that efficiency up will go a long ways to reaching that 600 bushels per acre goal.
Mr. Norton said he dealt with this some when he was in Washington, and that you can Google Western Lake Erie blooms and see what Ohio is doing to combat harmful algal blooms.  He said we talk about Gulf of Mexico hypoxia and it is a long distance from the source to the area depleted of oxygen; but agriculture cannot escape this one when you look at western Lake Erie and the contributing basin and see the impact of fertilizer on the lake.  He said he spoke to one of the water quality specialists working for the Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Agency and he said that when they drove their boat in the lake that the algal blooms were so thick they had to shut their motors down because the algae was stopping them up.  He said they ended up being stranded out in the algae.  He said this is not a small area and it is big even on the satellite imagery and all contributed to runoff from agriculture production in the watershed and goes directly into Lake Erie.
Mr. Skains asked about the fertilizer licensing in Louisiana; what are the thoughts on it?  Mr. Spicer said the state does not require licensing of fertilizer applicators.  He said that the nutrient content of the fertilizer is certified by LDAF.  
Mr. Norton said it is the 4-Rs: the right formulation, the right placement, the right timing and the right amount.  He said the fertilizer applicators and the people selling to the applicators have to go through an education certification process to learn how to apply the nutrients.  Mr. Skains asked if you have to buy a certain amount of fertilizer to be certified or like homeowners, only buying three bags.  Mr. Norton said he was not certain of the details, but when he was listening to the discussion that you just have to be certified in an education certified program just like we have with pesticides to show that you have demonstrated the ability to calculate the right amount of fertilizer to apply.  Mr. Spicer said if a farmer does not get certified, then he would have to hire a certified person to apply the fertilizer, but if a person is applying fertilizer to under 50 acre track, like Ohio, then he could apply it himself without being certified.  Mr. Skains asked if Louisiana will likely follow Ohio’s rules.   Dr. Leonard replied, yes, most likely soon, it is just a matter of time.  Mr. Guillory asked how soon will we have a compliance officer.  Dr. Leonard said it depends on how hard they push; we have EPA Region 6 inspectors on the ground in Louisiana right now. Mr. Spicer said they are here and will not be going away.
Mr. Spicer asked if there were any more questions regarding fertilizer certification and if not then he would move on to the next item.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a California AgAlert article regarding opposition to the EPA’s proposal to change the Federal Clean Water Act that was originally signed in 1972 to protect the nation’s “navigable” waters from pollution.  He said that the article states that farmers and ranchers and other ag leaders believe the EPA’s proposed changes would expand regulatory authority for jurisdictional wetland to puddles, ponds, ditches and temporary small wetlands and could trigger additional permits and fees, including prohibitions against planting crops.  He said in the article that Mr. Bob Stallman, President of the California Farm Bureau Federation states that the proposal would not only regulate everyday farming practices but would require permits for activities on dry land and penalize landowners for not getting permits.  He said they believe the new rule if implemented would result in micromanage farming due to new mandated procedures for fencing, spraying weeds and more. He said Mr. Stallman also claims this proposal is “an end-run around Congress and the Supreme Court” because farm policy experts say Congress gave the states the responsibility for land use oversight, not the EPA. 
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a LDAF news article regarding the eradication of the boll weevil in cotton.  He said Louisiana is officially free of boll weevils in the State’s cotton crops but LDAF still monitors commercial, non-commercial and ornamental cotton because cotton is one of the leading crops in Louisiana.  Dr. Leonard said cotton acreage is up in Louisiana, we had 130 thousand acres of cotton in 2013 and in 2014 we have 175 thousand acres.
Chairman Fletcher asked Ms. Edwards to continue the Correspondence as Mr. Spicer’s throat was irritated and had to step out of the meeting.

Ms. Edwards said the next item is a letter from the Rapides SWCD requesting permission for Ms. Brenda Archer, District Secretary/Program Assistant and LACDE Secretary/Treasurer to attend the NACD South Central Region Meeting in College Station Texas on July 27-29, 2014.
Motion:  Mr. Skains made a motion to approve Ms. Brenda Archer, Rapides SWCD District Secretary/Program Assistant and LACDE Secretary/Treasurer to attend the NACD South Central Region Meeting in College Station Texas on July 27-29, 2014.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Ms. Edwards said the next item is a letter from the Calcasieu SWCD requesting permission for Ms. Rose Sharbeno, District Secretary/Program Assistant and LACDE Vice President to attend the NACD South Central Region Meeting in College Station Texas on July 27-29, 2014.

Motion:  Mr. Skains made a motion to approve Ms. Rose Sharbeno, Calcasieu SWCD District Secretary/Program Assistant and LACDE Vice President to attend the NACD South Central Region Meeting in College Station Texas on July 27-29, 2014.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

Ms. Edwards said the next item is a letter from the East Carroll SWCD requesting permission for Mr. Donavon Taves, LACD 1st Vice President to attend the NACD Summer Meeting in Indianapolis, Indiana on July 18-23, 2014 and to attend the NACD South Central Region Meeting in College Station Texas on July 27-29, 2014.

Motion:  Mr. Skains made a motion to approve Mr. Donavon Taves, LACD 1st Vice President to attend the NACD Summer Meeting in Indianapolis, Indiana on July 18-23, 2014 and to attend the NACD South Central Region Meeting in College Station Texas on July 27-29, 2014.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
Ms. Edwards said the next item is a letter from the Sabine SWCD requesting permission for Mr. John P. Boudreaux, Supervisor and Ms. Anita Manshack, District Secretary/Program Assistant to attend the NACD South Central Region Meeting in College Station Texas on July 27-29, 2014.

Motion:  Mr. Skains made a motion to approve Mr. John P. Boudreaux, Supervisor and Ms. Anita Manshack, District Secretary/Program Assistant to attend the NACD South Central Region Meeting in College Station Texas on July 27-29, 2014.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Mr. Yerger said he had a change in his schedule and could now attend the NACD meeting but did not send a letter to the Commission.  He asked the Commission if they would approve his attending the NACD South Central Region Meeting in College Station Texas on July 27-29, 2014 and he would see that the district letter be sent today.  Mr. Compton also asked the commission to approve him and others attending the NACD meeting and that the district would submit a letter to the Commission requesting permission for attendance.  Chairman Fletcher also asked for the Commission to approve him attending the NACD meeting in College Station and the district would submit the letter tomorrow.  

Chairman Fletcher asked for a motion for Mr. Yerger, Madison SWCD; Mr. John Compton, Capital SWCD and Mr. Randell Fletcher, Grant SWCD to attend the NACD South Central Region Meeting in College Station Texas on July 27-29, 2014 providing the supervisor’s district submit a letter requesting the Commission’s approval to travel out of state.  
Motion:  Mr. Skains made a motion to approve Mr. Yerger of Madison SWCD, Mr. John Compton of Capital SWCD and Mr. Randell Fletcher of Grant SWCD to attend the NACD South Central Region Meeting in College Station Texas on July 27-29, 2014 providing the supervisor’s district submits a letter requesting the Commission’s approval to travel out of state. The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments
Chairman Fletcher asked Ms. Edwards to report on the supervisor resignations and appointments.  Ms. Edwards said there were no resignations this month. 
Ms. Edwards said the respective conservation districts are requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisors to a new term in office:

Crescent SWCD, Mr. Allan Ensminger, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term began June 21, 2014 and will expire on June 21, 2017.

Calcasieu SWCD, Mr. George Dauzat, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin July 27, 2014 and will expire on July 27, 2017.

D’Arbonne SWCD, Mr. Emerson “Butch” Oaks, IV, appointed to fill the vacant appointed position of Mr. Ronald Richardson.  Term will begin June 24, 2014 and will expire on November 18, 2015.

East Carroll SWCD, Mr. Teddy Schneider, appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Brian Howard.  Term will begin June 24, 2014 and will expire on June 30, 2017.

Evangeline SWCD, Mr. Larry James Fontenot, appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. James B. Shipp, Jr.  Term will begin June 24, 2014 and will expire on June 30, 2015.

Morehouse SWCD, Mr. Clay S. Costello, appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Barry Turner.  Term will begin June 24, 2014 and will expire on June 30, 2017.

Rapides SWCD, Mr. Max Johnston, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 26, 2014 and will expire on June 26, 2017.

Chairman Fletcher asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the appointments.

Motion: Mr. Skains made a motion to approve the appointment of supervisors Mr. Allan Ensminger, appointed position, Crescent SWCD; Mr. George Dauzat, appointed position, Calcasieu SWCD; Mr. Emerson “Butch” Oaks, appointed position, D’Arbonne SWCD; Mr. Teddy Schnieder, elected position, East Carroll SWCD; Mr. Larry James Fontenot, elected position, Evangeline SWCD; Mr. Clay S. Costello, elected position, Morehouse SWCD; and Mr. Max Johnston, appointed position, Rapides SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said we invited eleven districts to a meeting in Lafayette and ten of the districts were represented by their supervisors and one district by the District Conservationist.  He said it was a productive meeting and the staff and supervisors showed a lot of interest in RCPP.  Mr. Spicer asked Mr. Breaux to review RCPP with the Commission. 

Mr. Breaux said that Ms. Lambert worked on a proposal at the state level for OSWC to work through districts and partners to host statewide BMP field days.  He said these field days will focus on multiple BMPs and bottom line implications for producers proposing to use them. He said there are connections across the board, considering we implement 319, standard conservation programs and technical assistance.  He said it would be a good thing to get back to and thinks we would have a lot of partner support and we should be able to come up with the one to one match.  Mr. Breaux said RCPP potential for southwest Louisiana districts is greatest, considering existing partnership and matching fund opportunities. He said those districts were positive and wanted to do something, that they would like to participate, but were not positive regarding local match. Mr. Breaux said that he, Ms. Lambert and Ms. Dietz will contact supervisors individually to offer assistance to any of these districts wanting to participate. 
FY 2015 District Funding

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the status of FY 14-15 district allocations with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said that the Office of Soil and Water Conservation has not received its official funding figures but was told unofficially that the districts would be funded at nearly the same level as last year, possibly a few thousand less.  He said that the official appropriation figures will be provided to LDAF by mid to late July. He said the good news is we were not cut in any significant amount and that we will survive another year. He said that he is requesting the Commission’s approval to send district allocation figures out to the district as soon as he receives the actual amount of district funds.  He requested to use the same district allocation formula the Commission approved for the last fiscal year.  He said as a result of budget cuts these are very limited funds to be allocated under the workload analysis and the only thing that would probably change would be the number of contracts and that is a three year rolling average so it would not result in any significant change.
Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or the members and there was none, so he called for a motion to approve the FY 14-15 district allocation letters to be sent to the SWCDs using the same allocation formula that was used last year.

Motion:  Mr. Skains made a motion to approve the OSWC to send the districts their FY 2014-2015 allocation figures using the current allocation formula.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

Mr. Skains said that Representative Fannin called him to say that we held our own but he could not get any added funds and that he is still a big supporter and that we will have to plan better and get an earlier start to identify those persons on committees that will assist us.  He said with Representative Scalise in Congress that may help us too.
Other Business  
Chairman Fletcher asked Dr. Leonard if he had any comments for the Commission.  Dr. Leonard said we have a series of Field days coming up.  He said tomorrow there is the 105th Rice Research Station Field Day in Rayne illustrating production practices.  He said Mr. Kevin Norton will be a speaker and that the soil health trailer will be there.  He said yesterday they held a southwest Louisiana Master Farmer University that focused on rice production and rice BMPs.  Dr. Leonard said July 10th will be the Northeast Region Field Crop Tour which will be a rolling field day similar to tours held twenty years ago.  He said the participants will get in vans and carpool farm to farm and presentations will be made at each location.
Dr. Leonard said on July 16th the Dean Lee Research and Extension will have their rice field day at Woodlands Plantation, which is the same day as the LSU AgCenter’s 32nd annual sugarcane field day to be held at the Sugar Research Station near St. Gabriel.  He said the AgCenter will hold two other rice field days; July 8th will be the Vermilion Parish Rice Field Day and the St. Landry Parish rice and soybean field day at the Charles Fontenot farm on July 22nd. 
Dr. Leonard said we are still active with the Nitrogen Task Force.  He said we heard the issues earlier about fertilizer and we are trying to address that by continuing to validate our current recommendations by using science based technology and trying to come up with better application methodology and ways to determine when to apply fertilizer.  He said they are using very novel technologies.  Dr. Leonard said we have an herbicide advisory task force that is very important because in 2015 and 2016 there will be a rollout of herbicide tolerant crops that are not Roundup ready and drift will be a very large potential problem with those herbicides.  He said they are going to be dicamba or 2,4-D based. 
He said we are very active with the UAS technology, or drone technology. He said many of our farmers do not have a good way to determine when to turn the irrigation water off, they have to drive around to the end of the field, but with this new camera technology, with a programed drone, they just drive up to the turn row, it will lift up and go to the other end and tell you when the water has flowed to the other end of the field and all he has to do is flip a switch to shut off the water.  He said ag economists estimate water savings, energy savings and increased in energy efficiency, and not have to drive to the end of field rows and then fixing the turn row before harvesting the crop will pay for the drone within the year. He said you will see more and more of these types of technology available at the farm level.
Chairman Fletcher thanked Dr. Leonard for his comments and asked Mr. Breaux if he had any comments for the Commission.

Mr. Breaux said there is currently a lot of discussion regarding agricultural burning. He said there will be a meeting tomorrow of the America Sugar Cane League Contact Committee in Thibodeaux, and a minimum of 100-120 cane farmers will be there to discuss prescribed burning BMPs.  He said although the impetus for this discussion is Act 590 by Senator Cortez, the new law makes few differences in Commissioner Strain’s authority and responsibilities in this matter, as he already had the authority to receive complaints, and if found to be in violation, suspend or revoke a prescriber burner’s certification.  He said the only real difference now is that LDAF employees will have to investigate every complaint, find the field that was burning and the trajectory of the smoke/ash.  He said most producers know that they can still legally burn without the prescribed burner certification, but they forget about the loss of the “rebuttable presumption of non-negligence” which is the legal protection that the certification gives them.  He said the Contact Committee asked for a review of burning BMPs, and the likely intent for this group is to influence the bad actors.  
Mr. Spicer said if it is not taken more seriously by cane producers, then the Legislature will ban burning.  He said people will call in a complaint but do not want to give any details so their neighbors will not know who turned them in.  He said they cannot respond if they do not know who to contact.
Mr. Breaux said cattlemen in Plaquemines Parish are upset because they are getting kicked off the protection levees that the cattlemen have always grazed and considered their property. He said the cattlemen said the Parish and Corps only had servitude rights, but the Parish does the maintenance of the levees and they are making the cattlemen remove their cattle so the levees can be upgraded.  He said if the Corps sees something that will lessen the integrity of the protection levees, they send a letter to the Parish and if the problem was not fixed, and the levee is topped or damaged during a storm then any individual inside the levee that sustains damage may not have insurance coverage.

Mr. Spicer said he wanted to remind those going to the Regional Meeting that the deadline for the special hotel room rate was July 6th and any funds paid over that amount will be the supervisor’s responsibility not the district’s. 
Chairman Fletcher asked if there was any other business or comments from the Commission or the public and there was none.  

Next meeting

Chairman Fletcher said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, July 22, 2014 at 1:15 P.M. at 5825 Florida Boulevard, Veterans Memorial Auditorium, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any other comments from the public and there were none.  
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Fletcher said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to adjourn at 2:21 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.
/s/ Randell Fletcher______
Randell Fletcher, Chairman 
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