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CALL TO ORDER

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M. 

Vice-Chairman Skains welcomed the visitors.
ROLL CALL

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked Ms. Laura Edwards to call the roll.
Members and Alternate Members present: Mr. Reggie Skains, Vice-Chairman; Mr. John Compton, Secretary/Treasurer; Mr. Ruben Dauzat; Mr. George Guillory; Mr. Ed Yerger; and Dr. Rogers Leonard.

Members absent: Mr. Randell Fletcher, Chairman

A quorum was present.

Others Present:  Mr. Kevin Norton, USDA-NRCS, State Conservationist; Mr. Scott Edwards, USDA-NRCS, State Resource Conservationist; Mr. Steve Nipper, USDA-NRCS, Water Quality Specialist; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF/SSWCC Executive Director; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Laura Edwards LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Faran Dietz, OSWC/Capital SWCD and Ms. Caitlin Lambert, LDAF-OSWC.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains welcomed Mr. Scott Edwards and Mr. Steve Nipper and asked if they had any public comments.  Mr. Edwards said they were with Mr. Norton and are scheduled to meet with the OSWC staff after the Commission meeting and they were glad to be able to attend the Commission Meeting.  

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains said he had a few comments and apologized to the Commission for not being able to attend the July 22nd Commission meeting.  He said he has spoken to some of the Commission members already, but he said he tried very hard to make the meeting, but he had a meeting with Representative Fanning and just could not get away.  He apologized for causing the other members to drive all the way to Baton Rouge and then not be able to hold the Commission meeting.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the Commission June 24, 2014 and July 22, 2014 minutes.  Mr. Guillory said this was the first time he could remember that there was no quorum for a Commission meeting and several members agreed. Vice-Chairman Skains asked if there were any other comments and there were none.  Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the June 24, 2014 and July 22, 2014 State Commission Meetings.  

Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed of the June 24, 2014 and July 22, 2014 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains said they would now take up Unfinished Business and requested Mr. Spicer to report on the items listed on the agenda starting with the Retroactive Business. 
Retroactive Business

Mr. Spicer said these are the items that were on the July 22 Commission Meeting agenda and were not addressed because of a lack of a quorum.  He said the new NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill contribution agreement is not completed yet and that NRCS is working on the funding amounts.  

Mr. Spicer said he has been working with NACD, COE and New Orleans Port staff on setting up tours for the NACD Annual Meeting.  He said that the NACD website has information on eleven different tours and a draft of the breakout sessions for the 2015 Annual Meeting being held February 1-4 in New Orleans.   He said that he and others are continuing work to line up speakers and others to assist with the tours and breakout sessions.  He said additional meeting information is on the NACD website such as the draft breakout sessions and a brief summary of the tours that have been chosen.  

Mr. Spicer said the Louisiana Legislature has approved funding for the Northeast Louisiana Surface Water Management Committee’s portion for the Corps feasibility study and that it is in DOTD’s Capital Outlay budget.  He said the Bond Commission will provide the funds through the sale of bonds and the funds will be put in the Morehouse SWCD’s budget as they are the lead district for this project.
Mr. Spicer said the next item was a letter from the Saline SWCD requesting that Mr. Henry Thrash be reappointed to the board.  Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Thrash in the Saline SWCD.
Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Henry Thrash, appointed position, Saline SWCD. The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the next three letters are from districts requesting approvals for their employees to attend the NACD South Central Region Meeting in College Station, Texas on July 27-29, 2014: Boeuf River for Ms. Erika Huber to attend; DeSoto SWCD for Mr. Ross Allison to attend and Tensas-Concordia for Ms. Zacki Cummings to attend. Mr. Spicer said the approvals need to be retroactive. Vice-Chairman Skains asked if there were any comments from the public or Commission members regarding the approval of Ms. Huber, Mr. Allison and Ms. Cummings to attend the NACD South Central Region Meeting in College Station, Texas on July 27-29, 2014 and there were none.  Vice-Chairman called for a motion.

Motion:  Mr. Yerger made a motion to approve Ms. Erika Huber, Boeuf River; Mr. Ross Allison, DeSoto and Ms. Zacki Cummings to attend the NACD South Central Region Meeting in College Station, Texas on July 27-29, 2014 and to reimburse their travel per FY 2014-15 State Travel Regulations, SSWCC PPMs and State law.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a letter from the Darbonne SWCD requesting approval to engage the CPA firm of Taylor, Taylor and Wilkes to prepare monthly financial reports, be available on a day to day basis to answer various accounting questions from the staff and Board and organize and maintain financial records for the annual audit to be presented to the State Legislative auditor for an estimated annual cost of $1500.  Vice-Chairman Skains asked if there were any comments from the public or Commission members regarding the approval of the Darbonne SWCD agreement with the CPA firm of Taylor, Taylor and Wilkes and there were none.

Motion:  Mr. Dauzat made a motion to approve the Darbonne SWCD to engage the CPA firm of Taylor, Taylor and Wilkes for the estimated annual cost of $1500. The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer asked Mr. Breaux to report on the next two items with the Commission.  Mr. Breaux reviewed a letter submitted to the SSWCC by the Iberia SWCD and said that the Iberia SWCD is moving forward with an RTK signal correction service provider to establish this precision agriculture and application service for Iberia SWCD cooperators within a 25 mile radius of the SWCD sponsored antennae.  He said that if and when an agreement should be signed between the Iberia SWCD and a partnering entity to further enable this service, they will submit a draft for the State Commission’s review and approval, but at this time the referenced letter is only to advise and inform the SSWCC of their progress toward providing this conservation service to their cooperators.

Mr. Breaux said that the attached draft agreement between the Iberia SWCD and the USDA-NRCS is for the SWCD to assist in completion of the partially implemented LA-16 CWPPRA Non-Rock shoreline protection demonstration on Shark Island in Iberia parish.  Mr. Breaux indicated that the matching dollar amount shown in the draft is in-kind, rather than monetary as previously shown.  He said that the Iberia SWCD will soon be submitting another draft agreement between themselves and the coastal contractor, Walter Marine, Inc., as soon as project specifications are available for development of that agreement. He said that for now the Iberia SWCD is requesting SSWCC approval of the draft Iberia SWCD/USDA agreement.

Vice-Chairman Skains asked if there were any other comments and there were none.  Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains said, if there were no comments, he would call for a motion to approve the Iberia SWCD entering into a Coastal Wetland Planning, Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA) agreement with USDA/NRCS for a project in the vicinity of Shark Island. 
Motion:  Mr. Yerger made a motion to approve the Iberia SWCD entering into a Coastal Wetland Planning, Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA) agreement with USDA/NRCS for a project in the vicinity of Shark Island.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Dauzat and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a press release regarding the Golden Age of Agriculture.  He said that many of us have heard Commissioner Strain frequently comment on the future for agriculture.  He said the  farmers’ contributions to the world will become more important and that Louisiana can capitalize on this because Louisiana has invested a quarter-billion dollars in its ports to be able to handle the expected 30 percent volume increase of ag export products over the next few years.  He said that Commissioner Strain is working with Representative Vance McAllister, member of the House Ag Committee, to secure funding for Louisiana’s ports and other ag infrastructure.

Mr. Spicer said the next item was a press release regarding the Pine Colaspis Beetle that causes pine trees to look brown this time of the year.  He said pine trees rarely die from the infestation of this pest. 

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a resolution of the 113th Congress, 2nd Session House Concurrent Resolution 95 “Expressing the sense of Congress regarding support for voluntary, incentive-based, private land conservation implemented through cooperation with local soil and water conservation districts.”  Mr. Norton asked if the resolution was sent to the 44 SWCDs requesting them to contact their U.S. Representatives and Senators to sign this resolution.  He said as of last Thursday no-one from Louisiana delegation had signed the resolution.  Mr. Spicer said the State Commission would send a letter with the resolution to the 44 SWCDs requesting they contact their legislators.  He said that our delegation had been asked earlier to sign on to the resolution.
Mr. Spicer said the next three items are concerning the new EPA Regulations for the Clean Water Act.  He said EPA representatives are touring the country collecting input from farmers such as from Mr. Christian Richard, a rice farmer from Kaplan who said “we already grow the safest, most abundant food source in the entire world and it seems as though every time we turn around as farmers somebody is trying to pick on us. We in the ag industry have done just fine in keeping water quality under control and if they want to stay green, you cannot do so with red tape. It provides so much more than the grain that comes out of that field. I think we are very fortunate in the rice industry and that we really need to capitalize on that message and drive it home.”

Mr. Norton said the LSU AgCenter has hosted some great meetings and has done a wonderful job where producers stated their concerns with the new ruling.  He said there was some confusion between the proposed rule and the interpretive rule. He said the interpretive rule is in effect and it did not narrow the exemption for normal ag practices that are part of the rule.  They will not be required, but if a producer follows them he does not have to get a permit.  He said in effect, that NRCS has 56 voluntary practices that if the farmer follows them then he is exempt from the new EPA rules regarding those practices.  He said when NRCS is called to a farm by the farmer that they will work with the farmer, because NRCS is on the farmer’s side and not promoting the regulatory agency’s side. Mr. Norton said the producers articulated very well their concerns regarding the rule and how it will affect their farming practices.

Dr. Leonard said we were very fortunate to have a standing room only turnout.  He said this is an important concern for our producers and the meetings were held in different geographical areas of the state. 
Mr. Spicer said the last item covers interesting facts from NACD such as “of 300 million people in the U.S., only two million farm, less than one percent” or that “one bushel of corn will sweeten 400 cans of soda pop.”

NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement    

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review the Farm Bill Agreement with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said the new Farm Bill Agreement draft is being completed and as soon as we get it we will notify each district of their funding levels and when they may begin entering their data into the internet Farm Bill Program.

NACD Annual Meeting Update

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission. Mr. Spicer said that the NACD website has a summary of the eleven tours and a draft of the breakout sessions on it for the 2015 Annual Meeting to be held February 1-4, 2015 at the New Orleans Marriott Hotel. 

NACD South Central Region meeting
Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said the NACD Annual South Central Meeting was held in College Station at Texas A&M campus on July 27-29, 2014 and that the NACD summer Soil Health Forum and Conservation Tour was July 21-22, 2014 in Indianapolis, Indiana in conjunction with and following the NACD Board of Directors meeting. He said the meeting had some great presentations.  He said that some of the Commission members attended the meetings and that is why they could not attend the July 22nd Commission meeting.

Northeast LA Surface Water Management Committee  
Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked Mr. Spicer to report on this item to the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said the funds for the Northeast Louisiana Surface Water Management Committee’s portion for the Corps feasibility study is in DOTD’s Capital Outlay budget.  He said the funding will be provided through a priority 2 bond sale.  He said they are hoping the bond sale will be in September or no later than October and the funds will be put into the Morehouse SWCD budget.  He said the Corps and the Arkansas Natural Resource Commission are ready to start the feasibility study but before Arkansas will sign the agreement, they want a formal assurance that Louisiana has the $200,000 for their portion of the cost.
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)
Mr. Spicer asked Mr. Breaux to review this with the Commission.  Mr. Breaux said that the OSWC submitted a RCPP pre-proposal that included producer oriented BMP field days in each of the five SWCC Areas; in Area I the outreach efforts will be toward irrigation water management programs, practices and initiatives, with emphasis on surface water irrigation opportunities such as the Red Bayou Irrigation Project in the Caddo SWCD. He said in Area II the outreach efforts will focus on BMPs necessary for reduction of surface water turbidity, with emphasis on the Big Creek watershed within the Northeast SWCD and neighboring SWCDs.  He said in Area III the program focus will be on utilization of Agriculture and Forestry BMPs necessary for maintaining the ecological integrity of the Catahoula Lake basin area from within the LaSalle and Catahoula SWCD areas. He said in Area IV, the program focus will be on utilization of Riceland BMPs in Acadia SWCD and neighboring SWCDs, and in Area V the focus will be on agriculture and forestry BMPs for water quality improvements in the Lake Verret/Bayou Corne watersheds in Lower Delta SWCD.  Mr. Breaux said the OSWC has since been invited to submit a full proposal, and that Ms. Lambert was currently working on it.  

NEW BUSINESS 

NRCS State Conservationist Report

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked Mr. Norton, State Conservationist, to give the NRCS report.   Mr. Norton said first he would like to introduce the NRCS visitors, Mr. Scott Edwards and Mr. Steve Nippers.  Mr. Norton said that Ms. Sarah Haymaker is on a 90-day detail working on National Public Affairs Agency – Internal/External Communication/ speech writing for the Chief.  He said Mr. Steve Nippers is filling in her job position and he will be working with the Office of Soil and Water Conservation until Ms. Haymaker returns.  He said we all know Mr. Scott Edwards as he has been working with LDAF/OSWC for some time.  Mr. Norton then handed out copies of the August Conservation Report saying with all the energy issues and EPA inspections we have some very good customers in the soil and water conservation districts that have done well with their dairy wastes over the years.  He said they have maintained and implemented good management practices and performed very well.  He said this individual, Mr. Stewart LeBlanc, agreed to let NRCS do a feature to highlight in the August Conservation Report.  He said that EPA was on Mr. LeBlanc’s farm, as you read in the article, and that Mr. LeBlanc has the email notification from EPA that he passed the EPA inspection, which Mr. LeBlanc said this emailed notification is the one of the few pieces of information from the government that he actually kept.  Mr. Norton said this is a very good story of how we work with the farmers in a voluntary non-regulatory, incentive based manner with producers that achieve good things that are maintainable and sustainable over the long term. 

Mr. Norton said NRCS has 1.1 million dollars set aside thru the Environmental Quality Incentive Program for dairy initiatives and our national water quality initiative where we have a couple of watersheds we are working in and then along with the OSWC 319 money we have a significant funding effort and we will continue next year to work with dairy producers that are not compliant so they can pass the EPA inspection. He said we have 132 dairies in Louisiana; 128 milking cows and 4 goat dairies. He said they have worked with Health and Hospitals and they have a good inventory that is available to the SWCDs; it is uploaded and they are geospatially referenced.  He said NRCS learned a lot about the status of dairies in Louisiana and will continue to provide information regarding Louisiana dairy operations.   He said we have 30 diaries outside the Florida Parishes and once we have these within the Florida Parishes in compliance we will begin working with the other 30 dairies with the SWCDs in those areas.

Mr. Norton said he attended the South Central Meeting and that the general theme of the meeting was drought and how to deal with the drought on pastures, re-establishing pastures, mitigating pastures.  He said there was a very good presentation by Texas AgriLIFE EXTENSION on feral swine and if you had seen that presentation you would want to go kill hogs indiscriminately. He said it was a very good presentation showing the impact hogs have had on Texas landscapes.  He said feral hogs are now a national threat and there is a website for sharing ideas for feral hog management that is managed nationally by the extension folks in USDA.   

Mr. Norton said NRCS is part of the Strike Force and they have forty-six active parishes.  He said this year they have mainly focused in northeast Louisiana but next year they will move into the other parishes.  He said the Trailblazer RC&D is still very much alive and that they hosted an event talking about conservation and other topics at Grambling University for about one hundred participants.  He said a Rural Development representative was there talking about building communities from the ground up and FSA Mr. Harvey Reed talked about entrepreneurialship and how to grow businesses. 

Mr. Norton said they met yesterday at Englewood Plantation with a group from central Louisiana at a roundtable session that was all about the locally grown food effort to bring fresh foods and vegetables into the community.  He said USDA Deputy Assistant Secretary Malcolm Shorter was there and talked about things that could be done, how to gather locally grown produce and distribute it into the community.  He said it was very interesting because at the Farm Bureau Executive Board Meeting a few weeks ago, Commissioner Strain talked about how this whole effort is starting to escalate here in Louisiana.  He said there is a growing interest in things that are grown in Louisiana and delivered to the local markets. He said this is not to take away from the major commodity production that is essential to feed this growing world population whether it is thirty or fifty years down the line but also to have nutritious fruits and vegetables locally grown and not have them come in from Mexico, California or Florida.  He said it was a very good discussion and they expect to see more interest in some initiatives such as trickle irrigation.  He said the NRCS does not put a lot of money in this area but it does reach a client base that we have not traditionally serviced through our conservation partnership.

Mr. Norton said The Nature Conservancy Wetland Conservation Easement Program has a new thing where they actually bring a person to us to make an application for a thirty year wetland easement instead of a permanent easement.  He said that NRCS is actually only paying 75 percent of the geographic area rate cap for the easement and they are paying the cost for bottomland hardwood tree planting and we will also do the hydrology component.  He said they pick up the additional 25 percent cost and when the easement ends, they have a servitude in perpetuity and then they pick up the carbon credits.  He said it is an interesting concept and the NRCS here in Louisiana is piloting for the entire nation because we have a great working relationship with the folks in The Nature Conservancy and the partnership brings a little bit of money to the table.  He said it will allow those folks that want to go down this road to get wetland restoration over a greater amount of acres, because we are not spending as much on each individual acre.  He said their partnership money will take care of the restoration which could run 300-400 hundred dollars per acre and we are not paying the full value of the easement.  Mr. Norton said they are close to closing the first easement and after they close their part on the easement, we will talk more openly on where, and how, and what all took place and give you a chance to visit The Nature Conservancy folks.

Mr. Norton said we are doing a good job of wrapping up the end of year with EQIP obligations and finishing up the Conservation Stewardship Program.  He said he had spoken about getting more Conservation Stewardship enhancements in the box for those who want to renew their contracts so they would have something to choose from.   He said NRCS has had great success with the National Office; but we are not over the goal line, but it is as close as we can get.  He said he thinks NRCS will have a new set of enhancements in the box that are more like what we need in Louisiana and less like what they need in Iowa or the Midwest.

Mr. Norton said we have $450, 000 to put in the Farm Bill Agreement and we should be able to get the funds out soon and we may be able to find more at the end of the year.

Mr. Norton said that ended his report and asked if anyone had any questions or comments and there were none.  

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence.  Mr. Spicer said the first item is a new release listing the names of the Louisiana Rice Research Board, and that four names are familiar; three are SWCD supervisors, Mr. Richard Fontenot, Mr. Ronald Sonnier and Mr. Jason Waller and Commissioner Mike Strain.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is another news release stating that Mr. Shawn Sagrera was elected president of the Louisiana Finance Association.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a news release on the invasive Emerald Ash Borer in Louisiana.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a news release on the Red Bayou Project in Caddo Parish. He said the aquifer water in that area is not good quality, nor sufficient quantity for cropland irrigation.  He said the Caddo SWCD headed up the Red River Project that pumps water from the Red River and delivers it over the levee into a bayou eight miles long where it is available for farmers to use for irrigating their estimated fourteen thousand acres of cropland.  He said the date for the dedication of the project will be September 30, 2014.
Mr. Spicer said the next three items are news releases regarding farmers voicing their concerns over the proposed EPA water rules.  He said they have discussed the issues raised in these articles earlier.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a news release regarding Louisiana’s fast growing feral hog population that is estimated to be about 500,000.  He said Ms. Donna Morgan of LSU AgCenter states in the new release that they cause more than one billion dollars in damage to farms nationwide and are very expensive to control even by eating them, she said they are tasty, but we just cannot shoot and eat enough of them.  

Mr. Spicer asked Dr. Leonard to comment on the next two news items regarding the survey.  Dr. Leonard said the AgCenter is trying to determine exactly how much damage feral hogs cause in Louisiana and they are assisting in a six-page survey to be mailed out in the next few weeks.  He said the survey is being sent out and it is very important to respond with your data so the AgCenter can verify statewide economic issues caused by feral hogs. He said the AgCenter is doing research with a bait for feral hogs and with the new technology you will be able to check on your phone to see if a hog is at the poison bait site and push a button to drop the bait; hogs will eat all of the bait and you do not have to worry about other species eating the poison bait.  
Mr. Spicer said the next twelve items are news releases are for the Commission’s leisure reading regarding the Century Farm Program; LDAF inspectors ensuring that prices are being read correctly by business electronic scanners; National Farmers Market Week on August 3-9, 2014; Crime Stopper requesting information on persons dumping several million pounds of rice at the Louisiana Rice Mill in Crowley; St. Charles Parish losing farmland at an alarming rate to developments; Russian ban on U.S. imports could cause woe in Louisiana; a volunteer firefighter convicted of arson in Longville; Mr. Craig Caillier of New Iberia is the Sugar Cane Festival King; China Spurns GMO corn imports, hurting farmers by the billions;  USDA overhauling their fifty  year-old poultry inspections; and a farm in California powered by methane gas from its own cows.
State Commission Convention Election -  Area I and II
Vice-Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to discuss the October 2014 State Commission Elections for Area I and Area II to be held in Ruston at Louisiana Tech, Lomax Hall.  Mr. Spicer said that each Commission member has a copy of the election materials to be provided to the districts in Areas I and II when the Commission approves them.  Vice-Chairman Skains asked for a motion to approve the election be held at Louisiana Tech, Lomax Hall in Ruston on October 28, 2014.
 Motion:  Mr. Yerger made a motion to hold the Area I and Area II 2014 State Commission Election at Louisiana Tech, Lomax Hall in Ruston on October 28, 2014.   The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

Vice-Chairman Skains asked for a motion to approve the election materials to be sent to the districts as presented.

 Motion:  Mr. Yerger made a motion to approve the election packet materials for the October 2014 State Commission Elections for Area I and Area II.   The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the Area I and II elections are scheduled for 11:00 AM at Louisiana Tech, Lomax Hall in Ruston, Louisiana.  He said registration will start at 10:30 AM and the election will be at 11:00 AM for State Soil and Water Conservation Commission members and alternate members with the State Soil and Water Conservation Commission Meeting immediately following the election in the same room.

Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments
Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains said there were three resignations this month: Mr. Shawn Sagrera, elected position, Feliciana SWCD; Mr. David McGraw, elected position, Natchitoches SWCD and 

Mr. Henry Schumacher, elected position, Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD. 
Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the resignations.

Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to approve the resignation of supervisors Mr. Shawn Sagrera, elected position, Feliciana SWCD; Mr. David McGraw, elected position, Natchitoches SWCD and 

Mr. Henry Schumacher, elected position, Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains said the respective conservation districts are requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisors to a new term in office:

East Carroll SWCD, Mr. Donavon Taves, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin October 23, 2014 and will expire on October 23, 2017.

Iberia SWCD, Mr. Guy Viator, appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Darrell Judice. Term will begin August 26, 2014 and will expire on June 30, 2016.

Red River SWCD, Mr. Johnny Ray Taylor, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin August 30, 2014 and will expire on August 30, 2017.

Tangipahoa-St Helena SWCD, Mr. Patrick Klein, appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Henry Schumacher.  Term will begin August 26, 2014 and will expire on June 30, 2017.

Vermilion SWCD, Mr. Patrick Hebert, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin November 27, 2014 and will expire on November 27, 2017.

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the appointments and re-appointments.

Motion: Mr. Duazat made a motion to approve the appointments of supervisors Mr. Donavon Taves, appointed position, East Carroll; Mr. Guy Viator, elected position, Iberia SWCD; Mr. Johnny Ray Taylor, appointed position, Red River SWCD; Mr. Patrick Klein, elected position, Tangipahoa-St Helena SWCD; and Mr. Patrick Hebert appointed position, Vermilion SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

FY 2015 District Funding

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review the status of FY 14-15 district allocations with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said that the Office of Soil and Water Conservation has received its official funding figures and that the districts are to be funded at the same level as last year.   He said the district allocation figures were emailed the districts in early August. 
LACD Mid-Year Meeting
Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked Mr. Spicer and Mr. Dauzat to brief the Commission on the meeting.  Mr. Spicer said the meeting was scheduled for September 18th at 10:30 am in the USDA Building B Training Room, 3737 Government Street, Alexandria, Louisiana.  
Mr. Dauzat said he was looking forward to try to have a productive meeting and come up with fresh ideas to make the meeting more entertaining and have a different format so perhaps attendance can be improved, however, when you try to change things you come up against a lot of opposition, so if not, then we will have the same kind of convention that we have had in the past. 
Other Business  
Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked Dr. Leonard if he had any comments for the Commission.  Dr. Leonard said LSU has restarted a push in the College of Agriculture to get students into undergraduate curriculum and they have been successful in that they have a 3-5 percent increase.  He said the AgCenter is working toward having two more Master Farmer Universities in 2015 with one being held in north Louisiana and one in the sugar cane area more likely around the time as the St. Gabriel field day due to the good attendance there and they will be able to get in Phase One and Phase Two of the Master Farmer Training.  He said they will be coordinating with NRCS and LDAF.
Dr. Leonard said that he just returned from a southeast regional meeting of Extension Directors and one topic that continued to arise was water issues.  He said they are a concern all over, even in the south in places like Florida and Georgia and this issue will not be going away.  He said another major topic discussed was urban agriculture and like Mr. Norton said, that is a nontraditional segment of our population, but they contribute considerable amount toward contamination of water resources.  He said in Florida you are required to have a permit to apply fertilizer to your lawn and there are regulations against applying fertilizer in certain months of the year.  He said that farmers have to be certified to apply fertilizers and have to follow regulations when applying.  Dr. Leonard said this is a national issue because other states are looking at Florida’s laws and regulations.  He said there are a lot of things going on and the AgCenter is trying to keep abreast of everything.
Mr. Guillory said he thought the issue of controls is worse than the control of permitting; we are about where we are told everything.
Vice-Chairman Skains thanked Dr. Leonard for his comments and asked if there were any comments from the public or the Commission members.  
Mr. Scott Edwards said the AgCenter’s Red River Meeting was very energetic and the participants were positive.

Mr. Knipper said he wanted to thank the Commission for allowing him to attend the meeting. 
Vice-Chairman Skains thanked Dr. Leonard for his comments and asked if there were any comments from the public or the Commission members.  
Mr. Spicer said that the Commission needs to go into executive session to discuss the letter to the Commission from Ms. Angela Deville, District Secretary in the St. Mary SWCD.
Vice-Chairman Skains called for a motion to go into executive session.
Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion for the Commission to go into executive session to discuss the letter from the St. Mary SWCD District Secretary, Ms. Angela Deville.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

Vice-Chairman Skains asked everyone except the Commission members and Mr. Norton to please leave the room and when they were finished they would call everyone back into the room.  All required to exit the room left and the executive session began at 2:15 PM.
Vice-Chairman Skains called everyone back in the room at 2:24 PM and called for a motion to end the executive session.  
Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to end the executive session.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Vice-Chairman Skains said Ms. Deville’s letter was not addressed to the Commission, but requested the Commission be provided a copy.  He said that he therefore thought they should respond to the letter.

Vice-Chairman Skains called for a motion for the State Commission to send a response letter to Ms. Deville and to send a copy to the St. Mary Board.  
Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion for the Commission to send a letter to Ms. Angela Deville and copy the St. Mary SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Vice-Chairman Skains said in support of Ruben’s statement to change things, I ask that we bow our head in prayer. Vice-Chairman Skains gave the invocation and then led the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked if there was any other business or comments from the Commission or the public and there was none.  

Next meeting

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, September 23, 2014 at 1:15 P.M. at 5825 Florida Boulevard, Veterans Memorial Auditorium, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains asked if there were any other comments from the public and there were none.  
ADJOURNMENT

Vice-Chairman Reggie Skains said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to adjourn at 2:27 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Leonard and passed unanimously.
__________________________
Reggie Skains, Vice-Chairman 
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