


OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
April 22, 2014
1:15 PM

5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD
VETERANS AUDITORIUM

BATON ROUGE, LA
PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Fletcher called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M. Chairman Fletcher gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Mr. Brad Spicer
Members and Alternate Members present: Mr. Randell Fletcher, Chairman; Mr. John Compton, Secretary/Treasurer; Mr. Ruben Dauzat; Mr. Ed Yerger; and Mr. George Guillory.
Members absent: Mr. Reggie Skains, Vice Chairman
A quorum was present.

Others Present:  Mr. Scott Edwards, USDA-NRCS, State Resource Conservationist; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF/SSWCC Executive Director; Dr. Ernest Girouard, Vermillion SWCD; Dr. Rogers Leonard, LSU AgCenter; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Faran Dietz, OSWC/Capital SWCD and Ms. Caitlin Lambert, LDAF-OSWC.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the Commission March 19, 2014 minutes and there were none.  Chairman Fletcher said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the March 19, 2014 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed of the March 19, 2014 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Fletcher said they would now take up Unfinished Business and requested Mr. Spicer to report on the items listed on the agenda. 
NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement    
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the Farm Bill Agreement with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said that the Farm Bill report system is fully operational and payments to districts are up to date. He said that 83% of the funding has been earned by the districts and some districts have requested additional funds. He said four districts have only earned one third or less of their allocation. 
NACD Fly-In
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the NACD Fly-in with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said that Mr. Dauzat, Mr. Skains, Mr. Norton, and Mr. Taves flew into Washington D.C. to meet with the Louisiana Congressional delegation to promote support for funding of the Farm Bill Conservation Program. He said that this was the best visit in recent years and was pleased with the reception they received from the congressmen and their staffs. Mr. Spicer said Congressman Flemming met with them at a House Committee Meeting and that Congressman Cassidy invited them to the House Chamber to meet with them.  
Mr. Dauzat said the trip was productive, meaningful, and well worth the effort.
District Supervisor Election – June 14, 2014 
Mr. Spicer said the respective conservation districts are requesting the State Commission to wave the board meeting attendance for the following board members so they can qualify to run for re-election.

The Crescent SWCD requests the Commission waive the absence of Mr. Thomas Benge, Jr. to allow him to qualify for re-election. They stated that he is an excellent board member and that he makes significant contributions to the district program.
The Saline SWCD requests the Commission waive the absence of Mr. David Nolte. to allow him to qualify for re-election. The letter states that Mr. Nolte is a dedicated board member that assists in promoting district action and maintains close contact with the district board and staff.
Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the supervisor appointments and there were none.  He said, as there were no comments, then he would call for a motion.

Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to approve waiving of absence of Mr. Benge, Crescent SWCD, and Mr. Nolte, Saline SWCD. The motion was seconded by Mr. Dauzat and passed unanimously.

2014 Legislation
Mr. Fletcher said that the 2014 Legislation was well attended by several agriculture groups and felt it was a success. Mr. Dauzat said that more attention needs to be focused on the members of the Black Caucus next year. He said they are not familiar with who Soil and Water Conservation Districts are, and what they do in regard to protecting the natural resources of the state.
NEW BUSINESS 
NRCS State Conservationist Report

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Edwards, State Resource Conservationist, to give the NRCS report. Mr. Edwards said his report will be very brief. He said that all field offices are receiving money for this year’s implementation of conservation programs. He said the money for CSP has come in this week and they expect the State Conservation Innovation Grant proposal to be announced around May 5.  Mr. Edwards said that the two leadership positions in the NRCS state office were announced several weeks ago and is now closed, and they have several candidates to select from to fill the two vacant positions.

Mr. Edwards said that ended his report and asked if anyone had any questions or comments and there were none.
Correspondence

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence.  Mr. Spicer said the first item, an update about the use of helicopters to control feral hog populations in the North Louisiana Refuge Complex. He said that a total of 429 feral swine were removed, with a total flight time of 26.9 hours. Including all flight time, 1 feral swine was removed from Refuge property every 3.76 minutes at an estimated cost of $43.84.
Mr. Spicer said the Natchitoches SWCD had a grand total of 274 feral swine and 18 coyotes removed from private property within Natchitoches SWCD. He said this represented 93% of feral swine observed during the flights. He said the total flight time was 23.5 hours with an estimated one targeted animal removed every 4.83 minutes at a cost of $56.34.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is the celebration of the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act (CWPPRA )Task Force. CWPPRA is inviting the public to a dedication ceremony on April 30, 2014 at ConocoPhillips facility in Houma, Louisiana. He said the public is invited to meet wetland engineers and scientists who have worked together to complete 101 CWPPRA projects in Louisiana over the last 23 years. He said many of these projects were proposed and planned by the NRCS.
Mr. Spicer said the next item was the EPA Releasing Clean Water Jurisdiction draft proposal which would seek to further define the scope of waters under federal Clean Water Act jurisdiction. He said that this is a serious issue that needs to be closely reviewed and commented on by the agricultural community.
Mr. Spicer said the next article was the NACD outline of the NRCS Appropriations Priorities. He said NACD has expressed their support of the 2015 budget of $815 million as a base for the NRCS Conservation Operations account in the Fiscal Year of 2015 Agriculture Appropriations Bill. 


Mr. Spicer said the next item was the West Bank levee authority deciding to hire a contractor to begin repairing the damage caused by the feral hogs boring through the West Bank levees and that the estimated cost is between $3,000 and $5,000 per each occurrence to repair.

Mr. Spicer read the next article, informing the committee that the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry is now accepting applications for the 2014 Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. He said applications must be received by 4:30 pm on May 4, 2014 and that the grant can be used for projects that enhance the competitiveness of Louisiana specialty crops such as fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, Christmas trees, turf grass/sod, nursery and greenhouse crops.

Mr. Spicer said the final correspondence article is regarding research that LSU has been completing on using sugar to make plastic. Mr. Spicer said the LSU AgCenter has stated that sugarcane byproduct could be used to develop a plastic and could give sugar cane farmers a stake in the plastics industry and reduce the environmental impact of manufacturing plastics. He asked Dr. Leonard if he would comment on the Ag Center Research. Dr. Leonard said one of the priorities of the Biofuels institute in the Audubon Sugar Processing facility was to find alternative used for sugarcane and sweet sorghum. He said they have identified a component that can be used when mixed with alcohol can be turned into plastic and is biodegradable. He said that this product already makes up 3-4% of biodegradable materials, and can be used in 3-D printers, which print using plastic, and make a tremendous impact in the medical field. 
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to report on the supervisor resignations and appointments.  Mr. Spicer said there were no resignations this month.
Mr. Spicer said the respective conservation districts are requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisors to a new term in office:

Bogue Chitto-Pearl River SWCD, Mr. Jerry Bruhl, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin May 25, 2014 and will expire on May 25, 2017.

Crescent SWCD, Mr. Irvin “Sandy” Dates appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Allan Ensminger.  Term began April 22, 2014 and will expire on June 30, 2015.

Lafayette SWCD, Mr. Douglas Foreman, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 11, 2014 and will expire on June 11, 2017.

Lower Delta SWCD, Mr. John F. Gay, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin May 4, 2014 and will expire on May 4, 2017.

Tangipahoa-St Helena SWCD, Mr. William Albert “W.A.” Potts, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin May 25, 2014 and will expire on May 25, 2017.

Upper Delta SWCD, Mrs. Eloise m Smith, reappointed to fill her expired appointed position. Term will begin May 13, 2014 and will expire on May 13, 2017.

Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none.  He said, as there were no comments, then he would call for a motion.

Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Allan Ensminger, appointed position, Crescent SWCD;

Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the appointments of Mr. Jerry Bruhl, appointed position, Bogue Chitto-Pearl River SWCD; Mr. Irvin “Sandy” Dares, elected position, Crescent SWCD; Mr. Douglas Foreman, appointed position, Lafayette SWCD; Mr. John Gay, appointed position, Lower Delta SWCD; Mr. William Albert “W.A.” Potts, appointed position, Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD; and Mrs. Eloise M. Smith, appointed position, Upper Delta SWCD. The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Other Business 
Chairman Fletcher asked if there was any other business or comments from the Commission or the public.  Mr. Spicer said the Louisiana House of Representatives breakfast will be held on April 29, 2014 at 7:30 AM and Representative Andy Anders, Kevin Nortin, Commissioner Strain, Chairman Fletcher, and LACD President, Ruben Dauzat will present a Proclamation declaring April 27- May 9, 2014 as Soil Stewardship Week. 
Chairman Fletcher asked if there was any other business or comments from the Commission or the public and there was none.  
Next meeting

Chairman Fletcher said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, May 27, 2014 at 1:15 P.M. at 5825 Florida Boulevard, Veterans Memorial Auditorium, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any other comments from the public and there were none.  
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Fletcher said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to adjourn at 2:05 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.
/s/ Randell Fletcher______
Randell Fletcher, Chairman 
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