



OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MAY 29, 2013

1:30 PM

VETERANS MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM
5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD
BATON ROUGE, Louisiana

PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Fletcher called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:30 P.M. and gave the invocation.

Chairman Fletcher led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Ms. Edwards
Members present: Chairman Randell Fletcher, Mr. Bruce Frazier, Mr. Ed Yerger, Mr. John Compton, Mr. George Guillory, Mr. Reggie Skains and Dr. Rogers Leonard
Members absent: None
A quorum was present.

Others Present:  Mr. Britt Paul, USDA-NRCS Assistant State Conservationist/Water Resources; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF/SSWCC Executive Director; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC ;Ms. Laura Edwards, LDAF-OSWC; and Dr. Diane Gelburd, USDA/NRCS, Special Assistant to the Chief.

Chairman Fletcher welcomed Dr. Gelburd and then asked if there were any public or Commission comments regarding the agenda and there were none.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the Commission March 25, 2013 minutes and there were none.  He said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the April 25, 2013 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Compton made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 25, 2013 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Fletcher said they would now take up Unfinished Business and requested Mr. Spicer to report on the items listed on the agenda.

NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement
Mr. Spicer said that they are in the process of reviewing the reporting of districts that have allocations under the CSP and CRP to ensure that all funds are earned by the end of June.  He said that he will be contacting districts to review their workloads relating to the two programs.  He said if there were no questions that concluded the Cooperative Agreement Report.
District Supervisors Election – June 8, 2013
Mr. Spicer said that forty-two petitions for the supervisor June 8, 2013 election were received and that all of the petitions were checked to determine that each contained the required minimum of twenty-five signatures, and the signatures were certified by the local Registrar of Voters as being qualified voters within each nominee’s district.  Mr. Spicer said that one district submitted more than one nominating petition, the Bogue Chitto-Pearl River SWCD, therefore, there will be an election in the Bogue Chitto-Pearl River SWCD this year.  He said they are in the process of working with the district on preparing for Saturday, June 8, 2013 election.
Mr. Spicer said that forty-one petitions of the supervisors’ annual election were postmarked by the April 30, 2013 deadline and one district’s petition, Mr. Edward Payton of St. Mary SWCD, was postmarked May 1st, after the deadline.  Mr. Spicer said there were several reasons his petition was late and his board requested a waiver for Mr. Payton.  Mr. Spicer asked the Commission if they wished to approve Mr. Payton’s election petition.  Mr. Compton said that apparently the supervisor properly completed his petition although it was late and recommended that the late petition be approved.

Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about waiving the regulations regarding the late nominating petition from the St. Mary SWCD and there were none.  He said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to accept the late petition of Mr. Edward Payton, St. Mary SWCD as a candidate for June 8, 2013 supervisor election.

Motion: Mr. Frazier made a motion to waive the election regulations regarding the late postmark on the nominating petition from Mr. Edward Payton, and accept his petition as a candidate for June 8, 2013 supervisor election. The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said that three districts, Dugdemona, Lafourche-Terrebonne and Lower Delta did not have anyone complete election petitions, leaving a vacancy effective July 1, 2013.  He said their board members that are up for re-election chose not to run for re-election and no other petitions were submitted to the districts by the April 30, 2013 deadline. 
Mr. Spicer said that all of the other forty districts returned only one petition.  He said that the State Commission has the authority to declare the forty nominees with no opposition and who met all qualifying requirements duly elected supervisors.  He said that would be the forty districts as listed on the July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2016 district election report.

Mr. Spicer said that listed below are the petitions received from the forty districts that had no opposition for the 2013 Supervisors Elections.  He said all petitions received are in compliance with State Commission election requirements and the term of office for the candidates listed below starts on July 1, 2013 and expires on June 30, 2016.  He said also listed are the districts that did not receive a nomination petition or that will be conducting an election.
2013- Supervisor Election Report

DISTRICT



 SUPERVISOR



            Acadia

 Glen Simon





Allen




 Ronnie Sonnier



Avoyelles



 Dirk Dupuy





Bodcau



 Jerry Carter  


 
Boeuf River



 Christopher Brian Johnson
Bogue Chitto-Pearl River

 ELECTION – June 8, 2013



Caddo




 * Creighton Light




Calcasieu



 Wesley Coffman





Capital




 Jack Gober





Catahoula 



 Jeramy Slade




Crescent



 Rebecca Livaudais


 
D'Arbonne



 * Stephen Wade 




DeSoto



 * David Scott Gentry




Dorcheat



 Gary Greene


Dugdemona



 VACANT




East Carroll



 George Larry Sanderson


 

Evangeline 



 Walter Tortorich




Feliciana



 Shawn Sagrera





Grant




 Richard Bonner

Gulf Coast



 Louie Barbe III




Iberia




 Darrell Judice




Jefferson Davis


 * Timothy S. Wild




Lafayette



 Ronous Duhon




Lafourche‑Terrebonne

 VACANT


 
LaSalle



 Twyman Appleby





Lower Delta



 VACANT.




Madison



 Todd Windham



Morehouse



 Antwain Downs    




Natchitoches



 James Wagley



 

New River



 Leroy Laiche

Northeast



 Drew Michael Wiggers





Plaquemines



 Earl Armstrong





Rapides



  Richard Melder



 
Red River



 George Lorman




Sabine




 Thomas Christian Pearce




Saline




 Billy Joe Vise




St. Landry



 Ike Boudreaux





St. Martin



 * Justin Andre Frederick




St. Mary                                               Edward Payton  
 

Tangipahoa‑St. Helena

 Carolyn Falgout




Tensas‑Concordia


 Jon Hardwick





Upper Delta



 Donald Schexnayder




Vermilion



 Sherrill Sagrera




            West Carroll

 Vendal Fairchild

* Denotes new nominee for supervisor
Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members regarding the above list of nominees as duly elected supervisors and there were none.  He said if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to duly elect the qualified supervisors.
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to declare the above list of unopposed candidates duly elected district supervisors. The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
Resolved, the above list of nominees, having met all qualifying requirements and are declared duly elected supervisors for the period beginning July 1, 2013 and expiring June 30, 2016.

Mr. Spicer said there will be an election in the Bogue Chitto-Pearl River district.  He said the district has two candidates and that he and Chairman Fletcher are assisting the districts in preparing for the June election.
DISTRICT







CANDIDATES


Bogue Chitto-Pearl River


 


Leston McKenzie
Bogue Chitto-Pearl River 





* Alvin L. Triche
* Denotes new nominee 
Dupont Watershed Report

Mr. Spicer said that the OSWC and the Natchitoches SWCD have been recently informed by Mr. Britt Paul regarding the status of amending the Dupont Watershed O&M Agreement.  Mr. Paul said that the next step is to exchange correspondence to document the completion of federal interest and to get the amended agreement signed by the appropriate parties.
Bayou-Tensas Water Distribution Project

Mr. Spicer said that he had briefed the Commission at the April 25, 2013 meeting regarding the discussion had with Mr. Randy Young and the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission and the leadership from Louisiana’s DOTD Engineering Division regarding the two states agreeing to support funding in the future, possibly in fiscal 2014, for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to do a feasibility study to determine if there is sufficient flow in the Arkansas River to divert some of the flow into the Boeuf River-Tensas system which would result in increased flow into northeast Louisiana.  Mr. Spicer said he would prepare a joint letter from Commissioner Mike Strain and DOTD Secretary Sherri LaBas to the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission as he agreed to do at the meeting with Arkansas and DOTD.  He said Commissioner Strain agreed to sign the letter but DOTD has concerns with the language in the letter regarding funding and lack of a commitment from Arkansas to grant increased flow of water into Louisiana.  Mr. Spicer said the Corps has to do the feasibility study to determine the potential flow that would be available to northeast Louisiana if the project were to be implemented.  He said to date they have not sent a letter to Arkansas agreeing to provide $500,000 if funds were made available from the Louisiana legislature to pay Louisiana’s share of the one million dollar Corps feasibility study.  Mr. Spicer said he will continue to work toward getting the state to support the Corps feasibility study.  He said if implemented, the project would benefit both states by increasing the flow of water in the waterways in southeast Arkansas and northeast Louisiana, especially during dry summer months.  Mr. Spicer said the increase flow would help meet most agricultural irrigation requirements in both states and additionally would protect fish and wildlife habitats.
Ethics Financial Disclosure Form – Due May 15, 2013

Mr. Spicer said that the OSWC has sent in the past several months three reminders to districts requesting that each supervisor be made aware of the state requirements regarding public official filing Ethics Financial Disclosure Forms.  He said the OSWC has been contacted by a number of districts asking if supervisors have to file the Ethics Disclosure Form.  Mr. Spicer said that it appears that district supervisors are required to file the form in that a number of supervisors have been cited in the past for not filing the forms or for filing them late.  

Mr. Compton said for volunteers such as district supervisors to be required to comply with such unnecessary reporting has resulted in making it difficult to get individuals to serve in these important positions.  He said such requirements are damaging to the state and local organizations that operate with volunteers. Mr. Compton said that in his opinion the law needs to be reviewed and revised to reduce the adverse impact it has on getting volunteers to serve in public positions.
NEW BUSINESS 
NRCS State Conservationist Report
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Britt Paul, Assistant State Conservationist/Water Resources, to give the NRCS report.  Mr. Paul said Mr. Norton is still in Washington, D.C. working on the Farm Bill and we understand the Senate is making progress toward voting on the Bill. He said NRCS has received their budget and they will likely have some money for a Farm Bill Agreement and some additional money for EQIP to help out with the energy audit for poultry farmers.

Mr. Paul passed out the May Conservation Update and said the highlighted story covers the Allen Langley farm implementing a WRP plan to create wildlife habitat for ducks, deer and other animals on his farm.  He said the Update has something new for those with smart phones.  He said on page 5 is the code to swipe the phone over to see a video featuring the Langley farm.
Mr. Paul said in the Around the State portion of the Update the Louisiana Legislature signed Concurrent Resolution No. 36 commending Mr. Earl Garber, of the Avoyelles SWCD, on his election to serve as president for 2013 and 2014 of the National Association of Conservation Districts.  He said there were lots of things going on around the state:  a well-attended pond management workshop was held in Coushatta; the St. Mary/LSU Field Day at the Patterson Civic Center for kids to learn to identify various coastal grasses and to learn of the upcoming summer vegetative planting projects; a Wetland Immersion night at an Alexandria Middle Magnet School; the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana’s Coastal Stewardship Awards Banquet honored Mr. Marty Floyd, an NRCS retiree who worked 25 years in the coastal marshes of Louisiana; articles on the Veterans Affairs Vocation Rehabilitation and Employment Program  employee, Mr. Cameron Martinez and Mr. Banburg and his water trough for his livestock through the EQIP and the Moringa trees, commonly called  “Miracle Tree” because it can be used for nutrition, medicine and water purification, that Mr. Manlio Mendoza in Ponchatoula is growing in a seasonal high tunnel. He said the “Miracle Tree” mainly grows in semi-arid and tropical areas of Africa so to extend the growing season Mr. Mendoza is growing them in the tunnel.
Mr. Paul said that concluded the NRCS update.

Chairman Fletcher asked if anyone had any questions.  Mr. Skains asked if any of the members have had any complaints regarding farmers NAP insurance policies that were to pay for drought damage to their crops two years ago and have not yet paid.  Mr. Skains said the farmers in his area are still waiting on their payments.  Mr. Skains said FSA told them the delay was due to a new payment program in Washington and then the due to the sequestration cuts, so he wanted to know was this a problem elsewhere in the state or only in his area.  He said he spoke to other states and their farmers had been paid a long time ago.  Chairman Fletcher said it appears that the members are not aware of similar issues in other parts of the state.
Chairman Fletcher asked if anyone else had any other questions and there was none.  

Correspondence
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence.  Mr. Spicer said the first item is a letter mailed to Mr. Ronnie Anderson, President of Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation from Chairman Fletcher urging the Farm Bureau to support the request by the 44 SWCDs to fund the State’s Soil and Water Conservation Program at three million dollars annually.  He said the letter stated that it would take an increase of 1.1 million dollars to restore recent cuts of nearly $700,000 in State funds and $400,000 in USDA NRCS funds. 
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a letter from the Feliciana SWCD thanking Mr. Fletcher for speaking at the Area V Meeting.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is an invitation to the State Commission Members to attend Mr. Dwight Landreneau’s retirement celebration at 4:30 PM to 6:30 PM on Wednesday, June 12, 2013 at the 4-H Mini Farm on the LSU Campus.  He said that Mr. Landreneau has made significant contributions to the work of the State Commission during his tenure on the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said individuals are invited to prepare a letter that would be presented to Dwight at the retirement function and that each member has a copy of the invitation form in their folders.  He said those planning to attend should complete the form and forward it to the AgCenter.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a FAQ on Agriculture/Conservation/Crop Insurance Proposal for Conservation Compliance and Crop Insurance Eligibility.  He said the document contains a lot of good information regarding the proposed new federal legislation and is a good reference for those that have an interest in Conservation Compliance and Crop Insurance Eligibility.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a new release from Commission Strain urging Congress to pass the new Farm Bill.  He said the Commissioner is pleased that Congress has addressed Louisiana’s and the southeastern states’ concerns regarding better crop insurance provisions and price stability for the state’s sugar industry.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a news release regarding rice and sugar cane farmers in the south faring better in the Senate than in the House Farm Bills currently being considered by Congress.  He said this article also discusses the argument made by Representative Charles Boustany and Senator Mary Landrieu regarding the federal sugar program.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a Farm Press new release regarding poultry litter.  He said the release provides a summary of recent meetings held with poultry producers in Many and Ruston.  Mr. Spicer said the meetings were conducted by specialists from LDAF, LSU AgCenter, LDEQ and the NRCS.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a new release from Commission Strain regarding mosquito borne diseases and urging horse owner to vaccinate their animals to protect them from both Eastern Equine Encephalitis and West Nile Virus.
Mr. Spicer said the last item is the Senate Concurrent Resolution No.36 commending Mr. Earl Garber of the Acadia SWCD on his election as president of the National Association of Conservation Districts for 2013 and 2014.

Mr. Spicer said that concluded correspondence.

2013 Regular Legislative Session  –  April 8-June 6, 1013

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer and Mr. Skains to give an update on the legislative luncheon held prior to the Commission meeting.  Mr. Spicer said that he was pleased that the number of supervisors attending the luncheon was nearly three times the number that attended last year, which was likely forty or more district supervisors attending the function.  Mr. Spicer said there were probably about the same number of legislators in attendance.  He said the comments by the various speakers were well presented and that the Federal-State Funding Poster prepared by Ms. Holly Martien provided a great backdrop for the speakers in that most of them referenced the poster that showed the disparity in the funding between the state and the NRCS federal funding.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments  
Chairman Fletcher asked Ms. Edwards to report on the supervisor resignations and appointments.  Ms. Edwards said there were six supervisor resignations this month: Mr. Van Bennett, elected position, Darbonne SWCD; Mr. Edward P. Hymel, elected position, Lower Delta SWCD; Mr. J. Davis McCall, elected position, Bodcau SWCD; Mr. Melvin Jimmy Stephens, elected position, DeSoto; Mr. Paul Johnson, elected position, Jefferson Davis SWCD; and Mr. Mike Melancon, elected position, St. Martin SWCD.
Chairman Fletcher asked for any public comments on the resignations of these supervisors and there was none; he asked for a motion to accept the resignations.

Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the resignation of supervisors Mr. Van Bennett, elected position, Darbonne SWCD; Mr. Edward P. Hymel, elected position, Lower Delta SWCD; Mr. J. Davis McCall, elected position, Bodcau SWCD; Mr. Melvin Jimmy Stephens, elected position, DeSoto; Mr. Paul Johnson, elected position, Jefferson Davis SWCD; and Mr. Mike Melancon, elected position, St. Martin SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Ms. Edwards said the respective conservation districts are requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisors to a new term in office:

Bodcau SWCD, Mr. Travis Huddleston appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. J. Davis McCall.  Term will begin May 29, 2013 and will expire on June 30, 2014.

Gulf Coast SWCD, Ms. Cynthia LeBlanc reappointed to fill her expired appointed position. Term will begin June 11, 2013 and will expire on June 11, 2016.
Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, Mr. Roland Bourgeois reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 11, 2013 and will expire on June 11, 2016.
Lower Delta SWCD, Mr. Stacy Allee appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Edward P. Hymel.  Term will begin July 1, 2013 and will expire on June 30, 2016.

Natchitoches SWCD, Mr. Sidney Evans, III, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 26, 2013 and will expire on June 26, 2016.

Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the supervisor appointments and there were none.  He said, as there were no comments, then he would call for a motion.
Motion: Mr. Skains made a motion to approve the appointment of supervisors Mr. Travis Huddleston, elected position, Bodcau SWCD; Ms. Cynthia LeBlanc, appointed position, Gulf Coast SWCD; Mr. Roland Bourgeois, appointed position, Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD; 
Mr. Stacy Allee, elected position, Lower Delta SWCD; and Mr. Sidney Evans, III , appointed position, Natchitoches SWCD. The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Other Business 
Chairman Fletcher asked Dr. Rogers Leonard to address the Commission.   Dr. Leonard said the AgCenter is entering the Field Day season at the research centers across the state and that the Commission members are welcome to participate in these events.  He said one will be at the Rice Station in June and he will pass the information on to the Commission as soon as he can get the exact date.  He said one important issue that has come up that he wants the Commission to be aware of and that is giving the AgCenter concern is weed resistance to herbicides.  He said the weed resistance in Louisiana is not to the point it is in Tennessee and Arkansas.  He said some are recommending the use of herbicides in the off season, winter and early spring and that causes some bare soils, and over the past couple of years the waterways in the treated areas have received an increase sediment load. Dr. Leonard said, unfortunately at this time there is not a good solution to controlling the resistant weeds.  He said one alternative is to use more tillage which we would rather not see, so right now we have a definite conflict with chemical weed control and our conservation practices.  He said we need to put together a regional or a state initiative to try to support those techniques that help us control weeds and maintain environmental sustainability.  Dr. Leonard said it is to a point in some areas for farmers to produce an economical profitable crop they are going to have to move away from using our limited tillage conservation BMPs.  He said the herbicide treated lands sit for 90 days without any cover and as most members have noticed, the waterways in some of these areas look like chocolate milk.  Dr. Leonard said in the Lake Providence area, the sediments are changing the color of the lake.  He said the farmers are not creating this problem, but are inheriting it and that weed resistance in Tennessee, Arkansas and Louisiana is adversely impacting the conservation planning and implementation. 
Chairman Fletcher thanked Dr. Leonard for attending the meeting and for his comments.  
Chairman Fletcher asked Dr. Diane Gelburd, USDA/NRCS, Special Assistant to the NRCS Chief Mr. Jason Weller, if she had any comments, especially any news on the Farm Bill.  Dr. Gelburd said she has been with NRCS for over thirty years and as always, we have to just wait for the final outcome resulting from congressional action.  She said some conservation programs are to be consolidated, so it will be interesting to see the final version, the Conservation Title.
Chairman Fletcher asked if there was any other business or comments from the Commission or the public.
Mr. Breaux said that many have asked what can be done to help inspire districts to become more involved, or at least to better understand how to measure the viability of their local programs, and the board’s success in managing it.  He said that the old NACD-Goodyear Conservation awards program, in addition to the Cooperator of the Year component, included a self-evaluation that districts would use to rank themselves using various District management related criteria.  He said it had recently been discussed that that some of these criteria could be used as a sort of check list for districts, making sure that they are doing what they are supposed to, when they are supposed to, and the way they are supposed to.  He said that it could be used this way, as well as a form of capacity building competition among districts, given there is incentive for them to compete this way to build increased capacity.
Mr. Frazier said he was requested by Mr. George Dauzat for the Commission to set the dates of the LACD Area Meetings before the Legislative session each year and for each area to correspond with each other when setting dates, so Area Meetings will not be set on the same date.  Mr. Spicer said the Commission cannot do that because that is an LACD responsibility to set the dates for the Area Meeting during their January annual meetings. He said that there are very clear LACD guidelines regarding Area Meetings but few LACD Area leaders are following them.
Mr. Skains asked “What is the future of SWCDs and supervisors?”  He said supervisors need to prioritize their district activities better and really take serious their responsibilities in carrying out their duties as district supervisors.  He said they really need guidance with new ideas and new ways of functioning as local leaders or the districts will just disappear. Mr. Skains said approximately 20 supervisors out of 220 were present to elect the 2013 LACD leadership at the LACD January Annual Meeting because most of the other supervisors that attended the annual meeting were gone.  He said the way LACD is set-up, it could be one of the most powerful organizations in the state, but it needs members that are dedicated to working to protect and conserve the State’s natural resources. He said there is a disconnect between the Area Vice Presidents and Area Directors and the district leadership. 

Mr. Spicer said some, but certainly not all, of the problems may be related back to when the State Conservation Agency was cut from 18 to 8 employees.  He said we cannot meet with the boards as we need to do to help them build increased program and district management capacities. He said we need additional staff to work directly with district boards to train them and to help them understand the functions of the board and its partners. 
Mr. Spicer said he wanted to thank the district staff, the supervisors, the legislators, and Ms. Holly Martien and Mr. Britt Paul of NRCS for their efforts and roles in making the legislative luncheon a success.  He said Mr. Skains as well as a number of other supervisors helped with specific tasks to ensure the success of the luncheon.
Chairman Fletcher asked if there was any other business or comments from the public and there was none.  He thanked Dr. Gelburd for attending the meeting and invited her to come back anytime she is in town.
Next meeting

Chairman Fletcher said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, June 25, 2013 at 1:15 P.M. at 5825 Florida Boulevard, Veterans Memorial Auditorium, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any other comments from the public and there were none.
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Fletcher said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to adjourn at 3:20 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.
/s/ Randell Fletcher______
Randell Fletcher, Chairman 
State Soil and Water Conservation Commission
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