



OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MARCH 26, 2013

1:15 PM

VETERANS MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM
5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD
BATON ROUGE, Louisiana

PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Fletcher called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M. and gave the invocation.

Chairman Fletcher led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Ms. Edwards
Members present: Chairman Randell Fletcher, Mr. Bruce Frazier, Mr. John Compton, 

Mr. George Guillory, Mr. Ed Yerger and Alternate Member Mr. Dwight Landreneau. 
Members absent: Mr. Reggie Skains; Dr. Bill Richardson, LSU AgCenter
A quorum was present.

Others Present:  Mr. Britt Paul, Acting State Conservationist, NRCS; Dr. Rogers Leonard, LSU AgCenter;  Dr. Bill Branch; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF/SSWCC Executive Director; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Laura Edwards, LDAF-OSWC
Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any public or Commission comments regarding the agenda and there were none.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the Commission February 26, 2013 minutes and there were none.  He said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the February 26, 2013 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 26, 2013 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Fletcher said they would now take up Unfinished Business and requested Mr. Spicer to report on the items listed on the agenda.

NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement
Mr. Spicer said the 2012 Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement has been extended to June 30, 2013 to give the districts time to earn all of their allocated Farm Bill funds.  He said that all the EQIP funds will likely be earned by March 31, 2013, the ending date of the original agreement.  He said that they requested the extension of the agreement to give several districts that have not yet earned all their allocations for the CSP and CRP programs an opportunity to earn the rest of these funds.
District Supervisors Election – June 8, 2013
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the two letters requesting attendance waivers.  
Mr. Spicer said there were three supervisors that did not attend the required number of board meetings, but one supervisor decided not to run for re-election and to let his term expire June 30th.   

Mr. Spicer said the first letter is from the Boeuf River SWCD board requesting a waiver so that Mr. Christopher Brian Johnson can become eligible to run for re-election.  He said the letter stated that Mr. Johnson was a farmer and during the past year planting and harvest seasons he was not able to attend a number of early morning Board Meetings, but he has assured the Board that he will attend more meeting if given the opportunity.  Mr. Spicer said Mr. Johnson had attended 60% of the required meetings this current term.

Mr. Spicer said the second letter is from the Plaquemines Board requesting an attendance waiver for Mr. Earl O. Armstrong. He said Mr. Armstrong had not attended the required 66 2/3% of district Board Meetings but that he is very active in other conservation activities in the district.  Mr. Spicer said Mr. Armstrong works closely with the Corps of Engineers and other agencies and often provides his crew boat and air boat for conservation work in the area.

 Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the two supervisor election waivers and there were none.  He said, as there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the waivers for these two supervisors.  

Motion:  Mr. Yerger made a motion to waive the attendance requirements for Mr. Christopher Brian Johnson, Boeuf River SWCD and Mr. Mr. Earl O. Armstrong , Plaquemines SWCD allowing them to be candidates for the June 8, 2013 Supervisor Election. The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.
Mr. Spicer said as directed by the Commission at the last meeting, the Supervisor Election Materials have been mailed to the districts.  He said the nominating period is from April 1, 2013 through April 30, 2013 and that an election, if needed, will be held on the second Saturday in June, which is June 8, 2013.

Dupont Watershed Report
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Paul to comment on this item.  Mr. Paul said the opinion of the National Office of General Counsel on the Bayou Dupont Watershed in the Natchitoches district addressed two major issues: (1) the watershed structure had exceeded its 50-year lifespan and (2) the land rights agreement had a clause in it that stated if the Dam had not been maintained for two years, then within six months after that expiration date, the Dam and all improvements became the property of the landowner Ajax Realty.  He said the NRCS O&M Agreement did not have an express expiration date so NRCS is in the process of amending the O&M Agreement to put the 50-year expiration date in it but the process will take a few months to complete.  Mr. Paul said it would be beneficial to inform DOTD.   Chairman Fletcher agreed and said the Commission would send a letter to DOTD and to the Natchitoches SWCD to give them an update on the situation.  
NEW BUSINESS 
NRCS State Conservationist Report
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Britt Paul, Acting State Conservationist, to give the NRCS report.  Mr. Paul said that Mr. Kevin Norton is still in Washington, D.C. working with the Senate Ag Committee on the new Farm Bill and may be there thru September 2013.  He said nothing has been done on the NTE (not-to-exceed) appointment for the Louisiana State Conservationist position so he will be the Acting State Conservationist for sixty days or until his replacement is selected.  Mr. Paul handed out copies of the February and March Conservation Updates saying the February issue focuses on cover crops planted by a third generation farmer, Mr. Kirby McLemore  as well as special conservation initiatives.  He said there is a continuous sign-up period for EQIP and the current ranking period ends April 19, 2013.  Mr. Paul said the special conservation initiatives under EQIP are the Longleaf Pine, Gulf of Mexico, Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds, Organic, Master Farmer Cooperative, Statewide Wildlife EQIP and Beginning Farmer/Rancher.  Mr. Paul said also covered in February’s Around the State section is a discussion of the LACD Annual Meeting and the Ag Expo 2013 that were held in January and the Irrigation Efficiency Workshop that the Caddo SWCD and NRCS held in February.  Mr. Paul said the Deputy Secretary of Agriculture, Ms. Kathleen Merrigan, was in Louisiana February 25th visiting a Washington Parish livestock business owned by Mr. and Mrs. King ( Kippy and Kari King).  He said Deputy Secretary Merrigan visited the Kings to highlight the new Farm Service Agency Microloan Program and to commend them on their EQIP conservation efforts.  He said this event was covered by the local media and the Louisiana Farm Bureau Network.   Mr. Paul said also while in Louisiana, Deputy Secretary Merrigan attended an event at the Vietnamese Center in New Orleans.
Mr. Paul said the March Conservation Update focused on Louisiana’s first Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) Facility installed by lifelong farmers Francis Jordan and his son Vic Jordan in Richland Parish.  He said the Jordans are the seventh generation to farm there and have been working with NRCS for many years to implement conservation practices to preserve and conserve their land.  Mr. Paul said the Jordans knew SPCC would be mandated by EPA so when they had a good crop year, they built the costly facility with the assistance of NRCS EQIP funding through the NRCS Pilot SPCC Program.  He said the first application evaluation period for the FY 2013 SPCC Pilot Program will end April 19th and the WRP application period for FY 2014 funding will end July 19, 2013.  Mr. Paul said also in the March issue under “Notes From Around the State” are comments regarding the Rural America Rally held in Amite, Louisiana on April 11th ; the CWPPRA Task Force hosting of the grand opening at the Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve in Thibodaux, Louisiana; Operation Nehemiah at the Golden Meadow Plant Material Center; and the Coushatta Agri-Business Marketing Conference in Elton, Louisiana where Commissioner Strain was the keynote speaker.  
Mr. Paul said that concluded the NRCS update.
Mr. Spicer said, unless the deadline is extended, it is important that Louisiana farmers and ranchers be reminded that May 10, 2013 is the deadline for them to be in compliance with the EPA Oil Pollution Prevention Regulations.  He said a Summary of EPA Oil Pollution Prevention Regulations and Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan Requirements for Farms was put together by NRCS and sent to the districts under a joint SSWCC and NRCS memo.  He said the Summary documents provided information regarding background on SPCC Plans, the availability of NRCS assistance, SPCC On-Farm Fuel Containment Facilities and EPA SPCC Fact Sheet that the districts could share with all the farmers and ranchers in their districts.
Chairman Fletcher asked if anyone had any questions and there were none.
Correspondence
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence.  Mr. Spicer said the first item is a letter from Dr. Richardson, Chancellor stating that due to Dr. Coreil retiring from the AgCenter and Mr. Dwight Landreneau retiring soon, that Dr. John Russin or Dr. Rogers Leonard will attend the State Commission Meetings representing the LSU AgCenter.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is the State Commission’s response letter to Mr. Gay, Chairman, Upper Delta SWCD regarding their request that the Commission change the funding levels that trigger audits.  He said the letter explains that the State Commission was not successful in its efforts to have the legislature change the State Legislative Audit regulation.  He said as a result the State Legislative Auditor’s Office and the State Board of Certified Public Accountants continue to be responsible for implementing State Legislative Audit Programs.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a Press Release in which Commissioner Strain urges the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) to reevaluate its position on not allowing mobile veterinarians to transport controlled substances contained in locked boxes to treat animals in the field.  He said also attached is a letter Commissioner Strain wrote to Ms. Michelle Leonhard, Administrator, U.S. DEA which states among other impacts that many individuals cannot deliver their animals to veterinarian facilities.  He said this is especially true in the case of large animals. 
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a new release stating that the Supreme Court in a 7-1 vote sided with the timber industry that no special permits be required for dirt and gravel falling into nearby waterways.  He said the court ruled that water from logging roads is the same as runoff from a farm field and therefore logging companies do not need to get discharge permits as would have been required by a recent lower-court ruling.  He said this ruling will save the logging industry millions of dollars annually.  
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a new release from the LSU AgCenter stating that rice planting has started in southwest Louisiana with about the same acreage as planted last year and that there will be a slight decrease in rice acreage in the northeastern part of the State.  He said that effective January 1, 2013 Dr. Clayton Hollier has assumed the field crop plant pathology research and Extension responsibilities at the Macon Ridge Research Station. 
Mr. Spicer said the next three items are press releases from LDAF including Commissioner Strain’s comments on 2013 National Ag Day and that agriculture is an $11 billion industry, a release covering the businesses supporting 4-H and FFA by purchasing approximately 1,500 pounds of meat to give to the Covington Food Bank.  He said the last article addresses the Commissioner’s warning to horse owners of a potential DNA EHV-1 virus outbreak at the horse shows in the Sun (HITS) event in Ocala, Florida.    
Mr. Spicer said that concluded correspondence.

Boeuf-Tensas Water Distribution Project
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Britt Paul to review his email on the Boeuf-Tensas Water Distribution Project with the Commission.  Mr. Paul said the article stresses the fact that water has sustained and shaped our past, provides food, fuel and fiber today and is a key in determining our future.  He said without abundant water supply for farmers, the food supply will decline and that will affect stability of food supplies around the world, causing unrest and instability, which will increase production costs for U.S. farmers and reductions in food crop production – thus causing a vicious cycle.  
Mr. Paul said Dr. Branch was currently working with the Boeuf-Tensas Water Distribution Project in north Louisiana and asked him to comment on his efforts.  Dr. Branch said farmers in north Louisiana have plenty of water, but irrigating is costly with ground water and the water quality is not as good as surface water sources due to salt water intrusion into the ground water. He said currently the level of salt is not a real serious problem, but over time with continued irrigation it will lower crop production as the salt accumulates in the soil, then deep plowing is the only way to disperse the salt in the surface soil.  He said using surface water is the answer to the salt water issue. Dr. Branch said Arkansas already has a water district to work with the Corps of Engineers to save the ongoing Boeuf-Tensas Project.  He said this is a water management /distribution project to restore and preserve the Bayou Bartholomew in southeast Arkansas.  He said Louisiana needs to move quickly in order to help get funding for the Boeuf-Tensas Project.  He said Louisiana needs about eleven Soil and Water Conservation Districts across the northeastern part of the state to create a water management district.  Dr. Branch said surface water is better for irrigation as it is cheaper and of better quality.  He asked the Commission if some Soil and Water Conservation Districts can create a Louisiana Water District to sponsor irrigation similar to the Red River Project in the Caddo SWCD.  Mr. Spicer said yes, it could be done by getting several districts to sponsor it.  He said the Office of Soil and Water Conservation and the State Commission drafted the Caddo Red River Project with assistance from the NRCS and could draft one for the Boeuf-Tensas Project.  Mr. Paul said the NRCS would be glad to work with the Office of Soil and Water Conservation and the State Commission as they did on the Caddo project, but the districts needed to get together because it is vital to have local support and involvement.  Mr. Spicer said he knows that Commissioner Strain supports this project, but has some concerns about state regulatory issues and what benefits it will provide to Louisiana producers. 

Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none.  He said, as there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to give Mr. Spicer the authority to work with Mr. Paul, Dr. Branch and the local districts to move the Boeuf-Tensas Project forward in Louisiana.
Motion: Mr. Frazier made a motion to give Mr. Spicer the authority to work with Mr. Britt Paul, Dr. Bill Branch and the local districts to move the Boeuf-Tensas Project forward in Louisiana.   The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Dr. Branch said there will be a Water Quality Meeting in New Orleans on April 23, 2013 that will attract many participants and it would be beneficial for some of the State Commission members to attend.

Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments  
Chairman Fletcher asked Ms. Edwards to report on the supervisor resignations and appointments.  Ms. Edwards said there were not any resignations this month.
Ms. Edwards said the respective conservation districts are requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisors to a new term in office:

Bodcau SWCD, Mr. Elmore Morris reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin March 22, 2013 and will expire on March 22, 2016.

Boeuf River SWCD, Mr. Fred Huenefeld, Jr. reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin May 1, 2013 and will expire on May 1, 2016.

Catahoula SWCD, Mr. Aaron Wade reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin March 28, 2013 and will expire on March 28, 2016.
Crescent SWCD, Dr. Thomas Vitrano reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 21, 2013 and will expire on June 21, 2016.
DeSoto SWCD, Mr. Jerry Holmes reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin March 23, 2013 and will expire on March 23, 2016.
Dorcheat SWCD, Ms. Harol Thompson reappointed to fill her expired appointed position. Term will begin March 22, 2013 and will expire on March 22, 2016.
Dugdemona SWCD, Mr. Don Price reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin March 25, 2013 and will expire on March 25, 2016.
Grant SWCD, Ms. Ellen Lucille Thompson reappointed to fill her expired appointed position. Term will begin March 28, 2013 and will expire on March 28, 2016.
Lower Delta SWCD, Mr. Eugene Woods reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin May 4, 2013 and will expire on May 4, 2016.
Plaquemines SWCD, Mr. Lawrence “Larry” Rousselle reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin March 28, 2013 and will expire on March 28, 2016.
Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the supervisor appointments and there were none.  He said, as there were no comments, then he would call for a motion.
Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to approve the appointment of supervisors Mr. Elmore Morris, appointed position, Bodcau SWCD; Mr. Fred Huenefeld, Jr., appointed position, Boeuf  River SWCD; Mr. Aaron Wade, appointed position, Catahoula SWCD; Dr. Thomas Vitrano,  appointed position, Crescent SWCD; Mr. Jerry Holmes, appointed position, DeSoto SWCD; 
Ms. Harol Thompson, appointed position, Dorcheat SWCD; Mr. Don Price, appointed position, Dugdemona SWCD; Ms. Ellen Lucille Thompson, appointed position, Grant SWCD; Mr. Eugene Woods, appointed position, Lower Delta SWCD; and Mr. Lawrence “Larry” Rousselle, appointed position, Plaquemines SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.

Other Business 
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Dwight Landreneau to address the Commission.   Mr. Landreneau said that Dr. Paul Coreil retired as Vice Chancellor of the AgCenter and Director of the Cooperative Extension Service and that he will be retiring on June 1, 2013.  He said Chancellor Richardson has appointed Dr. John Russin to serve as his alternate, with Dr. Rogers Leonard serving in Dr. Russin’s place when he is unable to attend the Commission meetings.  Mr. Landreneau said he has enjoyed working with the Commission and will continue to participate in the meetings for a few more months.  He said the partnership and working relationships are strong and will remain strong.  

Mr. Landreneau introduced Dr. Rogers Leonard, Associate Vice Chancellor and Associate Director, LSU AgCenter.  Dr. Leonard said he is proud to have the opportunity to serve on the Commission and would like to give some background on himself.  He said he was from the small town of St. Joseph in northeast Louisiana.  He said for the last twenty plus years he worked at the Northeast Research Station (Macon Ridge Location) at Winnsboro, Louisiana continuing the work of Dr. Hutchinson and others with cover crops.  Dr. Leonard said NRCS could not have chosen a better example of a farm using cover crops in his operation in their monthly report as he personally knew and has worked with Mr. Kirby McLemore on his farm. 
Chairman Fletcher thanked Mr. Landreneau and Dr. Leonard for attending the meeting and for their comments.  He said the Commission looks forward to working with them and other from the AgCenter.  He then asked if there was any other business or comments from the public.
Mr. Breaux said he attended a LDAF led Nutrient Management Meeting earlier that morning and that Mr. Britt Paul and Dr. Leonard had each provided updates to the group. He said that the prominent topics of concern were regarding the questionnaires received from Region 6 EPA by many poultry producers, and the imminent deadline for SPCC compliance.  He said that there was much discussion about various options and ideas for pelletizing and transporting poultry litter to different areas of the state that could benefit from this non-synthetic soil amendment, in a formulation very beneficial to many southwest Louisiana areas.  Mr. Breaux also said that Commissioner Strain stressed to the group that all should be concerned for funding stability for the Office of Soil & Water Conservation and its programs, as well as for local SWCDs, and that all should consider the exponential leveraging potential for federal funds that their meager state allocations generates.     

Chairman Fletcher asked if there was any other business or comments from the public and there was none.
Next meeting

Chairman Fletcher said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, April 23, 2013 at 1:15 P.M. at 5825 Florida Boulevard, Veterans Memorial Auditorium, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any other comments from the public and there were none.
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Fletcher said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to adjourn at 2:15 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.
/s/ Randell Fletcher______
Randell Fletcher, Chairman 
State Soil and Water Conservation Commission
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