



OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
JUNE 25, 2013

1:15 PM

VETERANS MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM
5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD
BATON ROUGE, Louisiana

PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Fletcher called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M. and asked Mr. Frazier to give the invocation.

Chairman Fletcher led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Ms. Edwards
Members present: Chairman Randell Fletcher, Mr. Bruce Frazier, Mr. Ed Yerger, Mr. John Compton, Mr. George Guillory and Dr. Rogers Leonard
Members absent: Mr. Reggie Skains
A quorum was present.

Others Present:  Ms. Sarah Haymaker USDA-NRCS State Conservationist; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF/SSWCC Executive Director; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC ;Ms. Laura Edwards, LDAF-OSWC; and Mr. George Dauzat, Calcasieu SWCD
Chairman Fletcher welcomed Mr. Dauzat and then asked if there were any public or Commission comments regarding the agenda and there were none.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the Commission May 29, 2013 minutes and there were none.  He said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the May 29, 2013 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 29, 2013 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Fletcher said they would now take up Unfinished Business and requested Mr. Spicer to report on the items listed on the agenda.

NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement
Mr. Spicer said that they are in the process of reviewing the reporting status of all districts, especially those that have allocations under the CSP and CRP, to ensure that all funds that have been earned are reported by the end of June.  He said that at the last Commission meeting, NRCS said they would likely be able to enter into another Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement with OSWC and that Ms. Haymaker’s staff will be working on determining each district’s allocation. He said if there were no questions that concluded the Cooperative Agreement Report.
District Supervisors Election – June 8, 2013
Mr. Spicer said that the Bogue Chitto-Pearl River SWCD held their election on Saturday, June 8, 2013 and there were 84 votes counted.  Mr. Spicer said there were two candidates in the district election.  He said Mr. Alvin Triche was the election winner, pending State Commission approval.  Mr. Spicer said that Mr. Triche received fifty-nine (59) votes and Mr. Leston McKenzie received twenty-five (25) votes.

Mr. Spicer said, including Mr. Triche, that in July there will be six newly elected supervisors.   

Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the June 8th election and there were none.  He said if there were no comments then he would call for a motion to approve Mr. Alvin Triche as the winner of the Bogue Chitto-Pearl River election.  

Motion:  Mr. Compton made a motion for the State Commission to approve Mr. Alvin Triche the winner of the Bogue Chitto-Pearl River SWCD election. The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.

RESOLVED, Mr. Alvin Triche is the winner of the Bogue Chitto-Pearl River SWCD election.  His term will begin in July 1, 2013 and expire on June 30, 2016.

Mr. Compton said the high turnover of district supervisors may be due to the new burdensome and unnecessary ethics reporting requirements.  He said it sure makes it difficult to get individuals to volunteer to serve on boards in these important positions.  He said such requirements are damaging to the state and local organizations that operate with volunteers. Mr. Compton said that in his opinion the law needs to be reviewed and revised to reduce the adverse impact it has on getting volunteers to serve in public positions such as district board of supervisors.
Dupont Watershed Report

Mr. Spicer said that Mr. Britt Paul reported at the last meeting that he was in the process of exchanging correspondence to document the completion of federal interest and to get the amended Dupont Watershed O and M Agreement signed by the appropriate parties.
NEW BUSINESS 
NRCS State Conservationist Report
Chairman Fletcher asked Ms. Haymaker, State Conservationist, to give the NRCS report.  Ms. Haymaker said Mr. Norton is still in Washington, D.C. working on the Farm Bill.  She said he was very disappointed that the U.S. House did not pass the Bill this week and that Mr. Norton will continue his stay in Washington until a new Farm Bill is passed.   She said NRCS has received their budget and as stated earlier, they will have some money for a Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement and some limited additional money for EQIP for technical assistance for poultry farmers in north central Louisiana.

Ms. Haymaker passed out the June Conservation Update and said the highlighted cover story discusses the irrigation tailwater recovery system on Mr. Johnny Hensgens farm in Calcasieu Parish.  She said the tailwater recovery system is not for every farmer or rancher because of terrain restrictions and that in most cases the system takes a large number of acres of land out of production.  She said an irrigation tailwater recovery system collects, stores, and transports irrigation water for reuse.  She said although the recovery system does not fit every farming situation, for those it does fit, it is very beneficial in saving irrigation water, soil, nutrients and  money.  Ms. Haymaker said that Mr. Hensgens stated that he spends 50% less on irrigation expenses after completing the tailwater recovery system and estimates the system will pay for itself in ten years. 
Ms. Haymakers said two weeks ago they wrote proposals to move irrigation water to larger weir structures built by the US Army Corps of Engineers in northeast and southwest Louisiana and that NRCS is putting in smaller instream structures. She said that water management will continue to be a critical issue for farmers and ranchers.  

Ms. Haymaker said that 94% of EQIP allocation is under contract and they will be having another round of contracts.  She said Louisiana had 159,000 acres in CSP.  She said they have 189,000 acres for Louisiana to enroll in the program and the field offices have until July 15th to complete the ranking.  She said FSA has a CRP signup and that NRCS is waiting for the list of applicants from FSA.

Ms. Haymaker said the US House did not move the Farm Bill forward but the House does have several options regarding passing a new Farm Bill or extending the current Bill.  She said that some senators said they would not support extending the current Farm Bill.  She said the hope was that the House would pass it and send it to a Joint House and Senate Committee and after the Summer Recess of August 3 – September 8, 2013 that they would have a Farm Bill that both houses could pass.  She said pictures of Representative Frank Lucas during the vote on the House floor showed him in total despair.  She said they all were disappointed for two reasons: (1) because without passage we do not have any security for our nation’s farmers and (2) Kevin cannot come home until a Farm Bill is passed.   She said if the current Farm Bill expires, then it will revert back to the 1949 law and that would be devastating to all farmers and ranchers and the entire country.
Ms. Haymaker said the Acadiana RC&D started an Annie’s Project, which is a risk management educational project for women in farming and ranching.  She said the project began in Iowa and has spread to 34 states.  She said through six educational sessions, Annie's Project fosters problem solving, record keeping, and decision-making skills in women farmers.  She said the Acadiana RC& D will do the Annie’s Project at its “Women in Ag” conference on August 31, 2013 in Crowley.
Ms. Haymaker said the week of June 16-21, 2013 that eight Nuffield Australia Farming Scholars and one from New Zealand visited Louisiana to learn about Louisiana’s farming practices.  She said the scholars visit various countries investigating agricultural marketing, trade, and environment issues, and learning cultural and management farm practices in different countries.  She said Mr. Reggie Skains, LACD, and others hosted the Nuffield Scholars and that NRCS provided information during the tour on conservation practices on the farms and ranches they visited.
Ms. Haymaker said that in Australia, farmers are required to get water use permits and are limited to the amount of irrigation water they can use annually.  She said farming is very highly regulated in Australia. 

Ms. Haymaker said the Update also includes articles on the Ladale Thompson’s beef cattle farm in St. Helena Parish where he renovated his pasture lands through an EQIP conservation practice.  She said the renovation vastly improved grass production. She said also that Carol and Clayton Knight in Washington Parish restored the longleaf pine ecosystem on their farm to provide habitat to benefit the gopher tortoise and other endangered species.

Ms. Haymaker said that concluded the NRCS update.

Chairman Fletcher asked if anyone had any questions. 
Mr. Guillory said regarding tailwater recovery, that it will have to be a large storage structure to do any good because it will take one acre of stored water to flood two acres of crop land.  Ms. Haymaker agreed that it requires a large structure that would likely take land out of production, which is one of the reasons it is not for every farmer.
Chairman Fletcher asked if anyone else had any other questions and there was none.  

Correspondence
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence.  Mr. Spicer said the first item is a letter of agreement between the Dugdemona SWCD and Shanna Jones, CPA  outlining the terms regarding her compiling the district’s financial statements and audit documents for the year ending June 30, 2013.  Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any comments from the public and there were none, so Chairman Fletcher asked for a motion to approve for the Dugdemona SWCD to engage Ms. Shanna Jones, CPA to compile its financial records and related documents.

Motion:  Mr. Frazier made a motion to approve the Dugdemona SWCD to engage Ms. Shanna Jones, CPA to compile its financial records and related documents for the year ending June 30, 2013.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a news release from Commission Strain regarding the arrests of several persons for cattle thefts and that Commission Strain recommends branding cattle with a Louisiana registered brand as the best deterrent to cattle theft.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a news release regarding LDAF donating food to the tornado victims in Moore, Oklahoma.  He said Commissioner Strain always takes a personal interest in assisting others after a disaster or that are in need of assistance for other reasons.  

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a new release reminding citizens to prepare for hurricane season by preparing a plan to secure and protect pets, livestock and property in the event of evacuation due to a major storm or hurricane.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is another news release regards the LDAF firefighters assisting other firefighters on the scene of a gas line explosion in Washington Parish.
Mr. Spicer said the last two news releases are regarding Commission Strain and Congressman Boustany urging the Louisiana delegation to support the new Farm Bill legislation.  He said that Commissioner Strain and Boustany said the Farm Bill is absolutely critical for all farmers and ranchers nationwide in order to sustain the agricultural economy and yet the bill did not pass.  Mr. Spicer said Commissioner Strain was very disappointed as this was a huge letdown for Louisiana farmers and to rural America and has again strongly urged the Louisiana delegation and other members of Congress to work together to pass a Farm Bill that will provide our farmers and ranchers the certainty they need to be able to continue farming.
Mr. Spicer said that concluded correspondence.

2013 Regular Legislative Session –  April 8-June 6, 1013

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer and Mr. Frazier to give an update on the legislative actions.  Mr. Spicer said he wanted to mention again Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 36 commending Mr. Earl Garber, Acadia SWCD, for his work in Louisiana and for being elected president of National Association of Conservation Districts.  He said Mr. Garber will serve as President for three years and this is a great honor for him and for Louisiana.
Mr. Spicer said they were disappointed that the funds for the districts were not included in the budget this year and that we all will have to work harder this coming year to make more of our legislators aware of the needs of the Soil and Water Conservation Districts.

Mr. Dauzat said we need to have the LACD Area meetings earlier in the year, to have them before the legislative session so each district can make their own representative aware of the district’s dire need of funds.  Mr. Spicer said that was a matter primarily for LACD not the State Commission, as the Commission did not have any direct authority over LACD and that the LACD leadership should be contacted and be discussed at the summer or fall LACD meeting.
Southeast Arkansas/Northeast Louisiana Water Project
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the status of this effort with the State Commission.  Mr. Spicer said that Arkansas Natural Resources Commission had requested that Louisiana provide financial support to complete a Corps of Engineer (COE) study to determine the feasibility to move water out of the Arkansas River into southeast Arkansas and northeast Louisiana.  He said he prepared a joint letter for Commissioner Strain and Secretary of DOTD to sign.  Mr. Spicer they decided, after no action on the letter from DOTD, to send the letter to the Commissioner of the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission from Commissioner Strain.  He said the letter stated that Louisiana had a strong interest in the COE’s study and that LDAF would consider requesting funding from the state legislature to support the study if we determined that it would be in the States’ best interest to do so.  Mr. Spicer said that Ms. Ann Cash, Chairman of the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission conducted a meeting on Friday, June 21, 2013 at the Jason Lingo Center in Oak Grove, Louisiana to discuss a study to determine if it would be feasible to deliver surplus water by gravity flow from the Arkansas River to southeast Arkansas and northeast Louisiana.  He thanked Dr. Leonard and Dr. Branch for assisting in setting and conducting the meeting and for the AgCenter providing the meeting facility.  Mr. Spicer said the meeting in his opinion was well attended and very productive.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments  
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to report on the supervisor resignations and appointments.  Mr. Spicer said there was one supervisor resignation this month: Mr. Billy Moore, elected position, Dugdemona SWCD.
Chairman Fletcher asked for any public comments on the resignation of this supervisor and there was none; he asked for a motion to accept the resignations.

Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the resignation of Mr. Billy Moore, elected position, Dugdemona SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a letter from the Allen SWCD requesting an attendance waiver for Mr. William Eric Unkel, appointed supervisor.  He said in the letter, the district stated that Mr. Unkel, a young farmer, was in the past unable to attend the required number of meetings due to conflicts with other boards involved with conservation, but has since remedied the situation and will make every effort to attend the district meetings.  Mr. Guillory and other Commission members discussed the criteria that the Commission should use in determining if they should waive the attendance requirements.  Chairman Fletcher asked for any additional comments from the public or Commission members about the attendance waiver for Mr. Unkel and there were none.  Chairman Fletcher called for a motion to approve the attendance waiver for Mr. William Unkel.

Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to approve the attendance waiver for Mr. Unkel, appointed position, Dugdemona SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the respective conservation districts are requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisors to a new term in office:

Allen SWCD, Mr. William Eric Unkel, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin July 27, 2013 and will expire on July 27, 2016.

Catahoula SWCD, Mr. Terry Smith, appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr.Terry Smith. Term will begin June 25, 2013 and will expire on June 30, 2015.

Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, Mr. Randy Toups appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Wayne Bordelon.  Term will begin June 25, 2013 and will expire on June 30, 2016.

Calcasieu SWCD, Mr. Beaver Knighton reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin July 27, 2013 and will expire on July 27, 2016.

Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the supervisor appointments and there were none.  He said, as there were no comments, then he would call for a motion.
Motion: Mr. Frazier made a motion to approve the appointment of supervisors Mr. William Unkel, appointed position, Allen SWCD; Mr. Terry Smith, elected position, Catahoula SWCD; Mr. Randy Toups, elected position, Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD; and Mr. Beaver Knighton, appointed position, Calcasieu SWCD. The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Other Business 
Chairman Fletcher asked Dr. Rogers Leonard to address the Commission.   Dr. Leonard said the AgCenter is entering the Field Day season at the AgCenter Research Centers across the state and that the Commission members are welcome to participate in these events.  He said the Rice Station Field Day will be tomorrow, June 26 at the Rice Research Station in Crowley.  He said everyone attending the Field Day will have the opportunity to meet the new LSU Systems President, Dr. F. King Alexander.  He said the LSU AgCenter’s 31st Annual Sugarcane Field Day will be held July 17 at the Sugar Research Station near St. Gabriel; the LSU AgCenter Dean Lee Research and Extension Center in Alexandria will host a field day on July 18.  Dr. Leonard said at this event they will feature presentations on cotton, corn, cattle, soybeans, and insect and weed management; and the St. Landry Producer Field Tour will be held on July 25, 2013 at the Charlie Fontenot Farm near Palmetto, Louisiana.  
Dr. Leonard said that the Master Farmer University will be held in various regions of the state and will include Phase I classroom trainings and Phase II field days or workshops and will be conducted by Dr. Ernest Girouard.  He said these sessions will be of interest to poultry growers as they will have the opportunity to learn more about the management of nutrient and litter waste as they advance toward being Master Farmers.
Dr. Leonard said more than 1,500 4-H kids representing all 64 Louisiana parishes were on the LSU campus to participate in competitive activities and hold elections for statewide officers on June 18-21, 2013. He said this year marked the 99th annual 4-H University for 4-H Club members on the LSU campus in Baton Rouge.
Dr. Leonard said Dr. Bill Richardson was now holding three positions: Chancellor of the LSU AgCenter, Director of Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, and Director of LSU Agricultural  Experiment Station.
Chairman Fletcher thanked Dr. Leonard for attending the meeting and for his comments.  
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. George Dauzat, Chairman of the Calcasieu SWCD if he had any comments. Mr. Dauzat asked if any of the Commission members had read the minutes of the Water Management Advisory Task Force because everyone needs to really pay attention to it.  He said we need to carefully watch the Task Force actions because some board members may be willing to sell our water to another state.  He said that Texas wants to buy water and there are brokerage firms that want to buy water to sell to Texas. Mr. Dauzat asked, of the twenty-eight members, are there any farmers or ranchers on the Water Management Advisory Task Force.  He said ACT 471, 2012 RS changed the name of the Task Force from Ground Water Management Advisory Task Force to Water Management Advisory Task Force.

Mr. Dauzat said that Senator Gerald Long said that he put the bill in to the legislature and in three years they will have an answer to the state’s water management issues.  He said that in that time salt water intrusion in many of the state’s aquifers will have occurred, but not be seen.
Dr. Leonard said the only time we can get any action is when it becomes critical.  He said we are “crisis workers” in the US; we do not work until a crisis occurs.
Mr. Dauzat said any water to be sold from Louisiana to another state should be approved by the people of the state.  He said that the water sale was stopped by the State Legislature vote; it was 92 to 1 vote in the House and 38 to 0 vote in the Senate.  
Mr. Spicer said at the NACD South Central Regional Meeting in Lafayette there will be a water management session on Monday morning, August 5, 2013.  He said there will be a presentation on the recent Supreme Court Ruling regarding water use dispute between Texas and Oklahoma.  He said they will have presentations on water use and management including the Arkansas/Louisiana water management feasibility study on August 6th.   He said anyone interested in attending that it will be at the Hilton in Lafayette, August 4-6, 2013 and they can get registration information form LACD and the Office of Soil and Water Conservation.
Mr. Spicer said the Chairman, Ms. Ann Cash, led a very good discussion on moving the water from the Arkansas River to the Boeuf/Tensas system.  He said this is a serious issue and that Commissioner Strain is very interested in working with Arkansas to determine if we can increase the flow of water out of Arkansas into northeast Louisiana.  He said the meeting gave the attendees a good idea of the water use issues in the northeastern part of the state.  Mr. Spicer asked Dr. Leonard if he wanted to comment on the meeting.  
Dr. Leonard said there were approximately fifty attendees and it was a very good meeting.  He said they engaged in discussions with the attendees on a number of points regarding bringing water into northeast Louisiana for irrigation. He said the attendees’ issues regarded getting a consensus on what to do, determine if water is available and if it can be moved that far, and will Arkansas share their water with Louisiana.
Mr. Spicer said Louisiana would have to find half of the 1.3 million dollars for the study to see if it is feasible to get Arkansas River water into northeast Louisiana.  He said for $275,000 the Corps of Engineers would do a preliminary study and Louisiana’s share of the cost would be less than $150,000.
Chairman Fletcher asked what benefit is it to Arkansas to conduct the study?  Mr. Spicer said that if northeast Louisiana is included in the study area it would improve the cost to benefit ratio which would enhance the likelihood of the development and implementation of the project.
Mr. Spicer said Mr. Randy Young, Arkansas NRC Director, was at the April 22, 2013 New Orleans meeting and said they are committed to complying with the requirements contained in the Red River Compact.

Mr. Dauzat said State Representative Frank Howard said he is committed to assisting districts in their efforts to get a dependable funding source.  He said he said the LDAF Office of Forestry has a timber severance tax, but we need something in lieu of taxes, something along the lines of 15 cents, 25 cents or even one dollar per acre to cover all the work done on forest and ag land.  Mr. Dauzat said that Representative Howard said if we will get him a funding bill by September he would start on getting other legislators to co-sign it so in the next legislative session they would have to take their name off the bill if they decided not to continue to co-sponsor it.  He said we need to involve the Office of Forestry also because forest landowners also use our services. He said large companies will probably fight it and some landowners will fight it, but the farmers and ranchers need our technical assistance and the USDA NRCS financial assistance. 
Mr. Dauzat said back several years ago the State Commission adopted a policy and procedure memorandum that required all 220 district supervisors to attend at least one two-hour training session every two years and the supervisor training session would be held at the LACD Annual Meetings.  He said that it was complied with the first couple years but, now the training is held in small groups all over the state.  He said the State Commission needs to go back to the one training session to be held annually at the LACD Annual Meetings in January.  He said the Commission needs to make sure the districts comply with their PPMs and especially PPM #13.  He asked the State Commission to re-affirm their PPM #13 where supervisor training will be held only at the LACD Annual Meetings in January and require all supervisors to attend one session every two years or the supervisor will be removed from the district board.
Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any other comments from the Commission or the public regarding the SSWCC reaffirming PPM#13 and there was none.  Chairman Fletcher asked for a motion.

Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to re-affirm PPM #13 where the two-hour session of supervisor training will be held annually and only at the LACD Annual Meetings in January and all supervisors must attend one session every two years or the supervisor will be removed from the district board.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier.

After much discussion by the State Commission members regarding the requirements contained in PPM #13 and possible changes to the PPM, Mr. Guillory withdrew his motion.  Mr. Compton said these items need to be fully researched and clarified and reviewed at the next State Commission meeting.
Chairman Fletcher asked if there was any other business or comments from the Commission or the public and there was none.  

Next meeting

Chairman Fletcher said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, July 23, 2013 at 1:15 P.M. at 5825 Florida Boulevard, Veterans Memorial Auditorium, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any other comments from the public and there were none.
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Fletcher said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to adjourn at 2:46 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.
/s/ Randell Fletcher______
Randell Fletcher, Chairman 
State Soil and Water Conservation Commission
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