



OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
AUGUST 27, 2013

1:15 PM

VETERANS MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM
5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD
BATON ROUGE, Louisiana

PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Vice-Chairman Yerger called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M. and asked Mr. Frazier to give the invocation.

Vice-Chairman Yerger asked Mr. Skains to lead in the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Ms. Edwards
Members present: Mr. Bruce Frazier, Mr. Reggie Skains, Mr. Ed Yerger, Mr. George Guillory, Mr. Larry Sayes, Dr. Thomas Vitrano and Dr. Rogers Leonard
Members absent: Chairman Randell Fletcher and Mr. John Compton
A quorum was present.

Others Present:  Mr. Britt Paul USDA-NRCS,  Assistant State Conservationist/Water Resources; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF/SSWCC Executive Director; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC ; and Ms. Laura Edwards, LDAF-OSWC.
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked if there were any public or Commission comments regarding the agenda and there were none.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the Commission July 23, 2013 minutes and there were none.  Vice-Chairman Yerger said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the July 23, 2013 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed of the July 23, 2013 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Vice-Chairman Yerger said they would now take up Unfinished Business and requested Mr. Spicer to report on the items listed on the agenda. 
NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement
Chairman Yerger asked Mr. Spicer to review the item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said that they have signed the new Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement which is currently in the process of being amended.  He said Commissioner Strain has signed the new Farm Bill Contribution Agreement Amendment and it was sent back to NRCS.  Mr. Spicer asked Mr. Paul if he knew the status of the Farm Bill Agreement.  Mr. Paul said all contracts had to be in place by September 30th so it is in the process of getting final approval.  Mr. Spicer said as soon as the funding amounts are set and put in the internet program the districts will be notified. He said we are also in the process of finalizing the report and payments for the last Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement that ended June 30, 2013.  He said if there were no questions that concluded the Cooperative Agreement Report.
Supervisor Attendance Requirements
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked Mr. Spicer to review the item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said Chairman Fletcher said that before any policy is put in place that he thought it may be beneficial to ask the LACD Board members at the 2014 LACD Annual Meeting for their comments.  Mr. Skains said that each member of the State Commission should get input from their State Commission Area rather than taking it to the LACD Annual Meeting.  Mr. Guillory said we have enough rules in place now, we do not need more and Mr. Sayes agreed.  Mr. Guillory said the districts know their supervisors better than we do, so we should trust their judgment. Mr. Spicer said the attendance requirement is already in state law and all that is being discussed is should there be standard criteria for the Commission to use for granting an attendance waiver.
Vice-Chairman Yerger said we should wait and take this up again at the next meeting when Chairman Fletcher will be back and can voice his suggestions.

NACD South Central Regional Meeting

Vice-Chairman Yerger asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said the South Central Regional Meeting was held in Lafayette on August 4-6, 2013 and it was an excellent meeting.  He said on the field trip the speakers focused on water management practices, projects and issues in the Vermilion SWCD.  He said the Tuesday morning session on Herbicide-Resistant Weed Control and the Feral Hog Control and Management were excellent.  He said the feedback from the attendees was that it was on outstanding meeting.  He said that all of the speakers did an excellent job. Vice-Chairman Yerger agreed that the whole meeting covered important topics and with very informative presentations. 

Mr. Spicer said he greatly appreciated the work and support from the Vermilion SWCD and NRCS staff.  He said he greatly appreciated Dr. Girouard putting together the field tour and Ms. Dohrman in managing the registration and coordinating the on-site meeting support activities.  

Mr. Frazier said he wanted to thank Mr. Spicer and the OSWC for doing a great job putting the meeting together.  He said he also wanted to thank Ms. Mitzi Dohrman for her hard work, the Vermilion SWCD for their Mobile Conservation Classroom and Dr. Ernest Girouard for setting up and coordinating the tour sites.
Mr. Breaux said they all learned something new, such as sodium nitrite is not being used to control feral hog populations in the U.S. because it is a non-selective poison, as of recent risk analysis studies.

Dr. Leonard said that hogs are also attracted to creosote as are bears.  He said the AgCenter is studying to see if there is certain combination of these compounds that would be eaten by feral hogs but not by bear or deer.
FY 13-14 District Allocations

Vice-Chairman Yerger asked Mr. Spicer to review the status of FY 13-14 district allocations with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said that the Office of Soil and Water Conservation has sent out the July and August allocation payments based on the 2010 Commission approved workload district allocation formula.  He said the OSWC has received its official funding figures and the district funding is $1.57 million dollars; a cut of $40,000 from last year.
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked for any comments from the public or the members and there was none, so he called for a motion to approve the OSWC using the same 2010 Commission approved allocation formula for the FY 13-14 district allocation.
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the OSWC using the same 2010 Commission approved allocation formula for the FY 13-14 district allocation when sending out the district monthly allocations.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Skains and passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS 
NRCS State Conservationist Report
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked Mr. Britt Paul, Assistant State Conservationist to give the NRCS report.  Mr. Paul said that Mr. Norton is still in Washington, D.C. working on the Farm Bill and is hoping that it will be passed quickly when Congress returns from their summer break.  He said Congress will only have eight days after their return before the current Farm Bill expires.  Mr. Paul said Ms. Haymaker was in New Orleans at the Louisiana Forestry Association meeting.  He passed out the August Conservation Update and said the front page of this month’s Update highlighted Mr. Harrison John-Louis’ eight acre cattle farm in the middle of a Brusly subdivision.  He said this small farm has implemented conservation measures that also work on larger farms.  He said Mr. John-Louis realized that he was actually farming grass for his cattle, so he attends many grass seminars, workshops and pasture walks that NRCS hosts to continue learning so he will have the best land for his eight head of cattle.  Mr. Paul said Mr. John-Louis has done so well on his model cattle farm that other in-state and out-of-state farmers visit his farm to see the conservation measures working there and so they can go back and implement conservation measures on their farms.
Mr. Paul said also featured in the Update is a larger cattle and poultry farm in Ouachita Parish owned and operated by Mr. Butch Oaks.  He said this farm raises annually approximately 550,000 broilers in six houses and a herd of mostly Black Angus cattle on pasture around the broiler houses.  He said Mr. Oaks is very pleased with the conservation practices that he has implemented on his farm such as using poultry litter to fertilizer his pastures, cross fencing for flash grazing and rock-lined waterways to treat eroding gullies and the soon to be completed an animal mortality facility.  

Mr. Paul said also included in the Update in the Around the State on July 11, Bogue Chitto-Pearl River SWCD bid farewell to and gave special recognition to Mr. Leston McKenzie for his seventeen years of dedicated service to the district.  He said on July 29th, there was great Vermilion Parish Marsh Tour of several sites hosted by the Louisiana NRCS Water Resources Planning Staff and others from NOAA to brief Congressman Charles Boustany and his staff on the coastal restoration done through the CWPPRA and on August 4-6 the South Central Regional NACD Meeting was held in Lafayette.  He said on August 13, the Lake Charles USDA Service Center and the Gulf Coast SWCD office move to a new location.  Mr. Paul said in the Update is an article about a summer student worker at the the Golden Meadow Plant Materials Center (PMC) who on the first day he said she found out “the PMC ain’t for wimps”.
Mr. Paul said the NRCS has several upcoming events: August 27-29, which actually started today, is the Louisiana Forestry Association Meeting in New Orleans; on August 30 a Women in Agriculture Conference hosted by the Acadiana RC&D and NRCS in Crowley and on September 24th a Forestry BMP workshop at Jimmie Davis State Park in Chatham, Louisiana.
Mr. Guillory asked how economically successful can it be to farm eight acres with only nine head of cattle and asked why they do not highlight larger farms where you could actually make a living?  Mr. Paul said the Update articles highlight unusual and unique small land tracts that use soil and water conservation measures to protect the resource base resulting in making the farming operation a success.  He said they focus on the conservation measures not the size of the farm because the same conservation practices used on these small tracts of land are the same conservation measures used on larger farms and prove the same benefits and successes.   
Mr. Skains said there are more people in urban areas than rural areas, so these small farm tracts are important to show the urban population where their food comes from; from the field to the table. He said there are more urban voters than rural voters and therefore they have a greater influence with Congress.
Mr. Paul said the 2013 Farm Bill Amendment #1 for the OSWC Contribution Agreement is in the process of being approved and should be released soon. He said the NRCS is unable to hire employees so they are utilizing contracts with the OSWC and with individual districts to get the assistance we need to deliver the programs. He said NRCS would most likely pay 75% of the salaries of these new employees because at least 75% of their work will be done on Farm Bill program type activities. He said this will take a lot of coordinating to properly manage all the contribution agreements.  He said they are looking for three Farm Bill Program support specialists who will help with contract administration, audit related functions, corresponding with producers and other work to alleviate some pressure on the DCs.  He said we are trying to get these positions to cover one resource unit if not larger; they will be working large areas.  He said they are trying to get a poultry specialist in Area I; Mr. Skains area to work with the poultry producers in the north central part of the state.  Mr. Paul said as we know, this is a sensitive area and we have all heard Commissioner Strain talking about the issues with the EPA inspection.  He said NRCS is still trying to identify host districts to locate specialists to work in large areas.  
Mr. Paul said they are trying to get two rice specialists in southwest area of the state to work with Ducks Unlimited (DU) with their Rice Stewardship Program and with the OSWC and districts on those types of practices.  He said we are also typing to get three field technicians for WRP, as we all know WRP is a large program in Louisiana and we have a lot of easements that need a lot of attention.  

Mr. Paul said NRCS is also working with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation on the Long-leaf Pine initiative work to be done around Fort Polk and we hope to hire program specialists, foresters, biologists and other specialists to get this eco system up and running.
Mr. Paul said basically they are trying to leverage all these contracts and NGOs to bring all the partners together and to get as much funds as we can together to move the conservation efforts forward.  He said to pull all of this together will be a huge coordinating effort, so beginning in September Mr. Scott Edwards will be coming back on detail to the OSWC and his main role will be to coordinate NWQI and all these contracts from a water quality standpoint working with DEQ,  and all these other agencies.  He will probably be working in the field offices throughout the state working with these technicians 2-3 days a week to coordinate a wide range of activities and to be sure everything is working smoothly.
Mr. Paul said that concluded the NRCS update and asked if anyone had any questions.

Mr. Spicer said the Capital SWCD agreed to hire a water quality person to help with water quality issues.

Mr. Skains asked when the poultry specialist in his area would be hired.  Mr. Paul said that he did not have a date, but it should be fairly quickly because all contracts and agreements had to be approved by September 30, 2013 so hopefully we will have it before then.
Mr. Sayes asked Mr. Paul if NRCS had anything to do with that pumping out of Saline Lake in Avoyelles Parish. Mr. Paul said not that he was aware of, but are they actually constructing some reservoirs or holding ponds; he said as far as he knew the only NRCS involvement is that they asked about some drainage areas; he said NRCS has not been involved or approached in any other way. Mr. Guillory asked what would the reservoir be used for and Mr. Sayes said they are planning to irrigate 6,000 acres of land with a 6,000 acre reservoir so the sportsmen are up in arms and could become a serious issue.  Mr. Paul said a lot of rumors got out and upset a lot of people, but he did not know if a final plan has been made, whether they are putting in new pumps, or what is actually planned.  Mr. Sayes said they are supposed to put in another pump to add to the one they have and they are building a reservoir to hold the water.
Mr. Skains said he wanted to compliment Britt and the NRCS on the things they did for the one-week long Ag Tour for the Australian.  He said they toured a poultry farm, rice dryers and a vineyard and even tasted some wine.  He said a week-long tour is a long time, but it was very good and he wanted to compliment Britt and the NRCS staff.  Mr. Paul said it was a tag-team effort and very involved with Reggie.  Mr. Skains said he is still hearing compliments from the participants. 
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked if anyone else had any other questions and there were none.  

Correspondence
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence.  Mr. Spicer said the first item is the announcement from the Coastal Resources Committee on their meeting to be held October 10-11, 2013 in Violet, Louisiana.  He said the registration form and hotel information is in your packet if you are interested in attending.

Mr. Spicer said the second item is a letter from the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission, Mr. Randy Young, Executive Director, stating that Arkansas is committed to providing $300,000 to the Boeuf-Tensas Basin Southeast Arkansas Feasibility Study.  He said that Mr. Young is counting on Louisiana to put up half of the $300,000 for the preliminary COE Feasibility Study.  Mr. Spicer said he has been in communication with individuals in northeast Louisiana as well as in Arkansas regarding efforts to move the study forward.  He said he does not know when Louisiana has to have the $150,000 nor the source of the funding.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a letter from Ms. Haymaker regarding the Bayou Dupont Watershed Completion of Federal Interest. He said the letter informs the Sabine and Natchitoches SWCDs that in the case of the Bayou Dupont Watershed Project that the project measures have accrued all the benefits that the Federal Government has on interest in and that the O&M Agreement has expired and that the Federal Government has met all of its obligations.  He said the letter also states that the original 1957 agreement has been amended to provide a specific date for terminating the federal Government’s O & M responsibilities.  Mr. Spicer said if there were no questions he would take up the next item.
Mr. Spicer said the 2013 Louisiana Women in Agriculture Conference will be held at the LSU AgCenter facility in Crowley on August 30th and is being sponsored by the NRCS and the Acadiana RC&D.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a memo from Ms. Haymaker announcing the appointment of Jason Weller as the new Chief of the NRCS.

Mr. Spicer said the next two items are press releases from Commissioner Strain regarding the arrest of several individuals for timber theft in Washington and Caddo parishes.  He said also included is a new release regarding the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) that helps some Louisiana businesses reduce energy consumption and costs by using renewable energy technologies in their operations.  

Mr. Spicer said another new release states that the sugar cane crop for 2013 has been hindered by cool weather; the cool weather hindered the cane growing to its full potential.
Mr. Spicer said in the two other news releases discuss the loss of timber severance tax revenues since the year after Hurricane Katrina in Washington Parish.

Mr. Spicer said the last item is also a press release stating the LDAF is working with the U.S. Forest Service under the Cooperative Fire Protection Agreement to send Office of Forestry firefighters to Oregon to assist the state in fighting wildfires. 

Mr. Spicer said that concluded correspondence.  Vice-Chairman Yerger said if there were no questions or comments, this concluded the Correspondence Report.
State Commission Convention Election – Area V
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said in the Commission members’ packets is a letter to be mailed to the Area V districts regarding the Area V Election Convention to elect a member and alternate to serve on the State Commission.  He said that Mr. Compton asked that the convention will be held prior to the State Commission monthly meeting on October 22, 2013 at 11:00 AM in the Veterans Auditorium, at the LDAF building.

Vice-Chairman Yerger asked for any comments from the public or the members and there were none, so he called for a motion to approve the Area V Election Convention letter to be mailed to the districts in Area V.

Motion: Mr. Frazier made a motion to approve the Area V Election Convention letter to be mailed to the districts in Area V.  Area V Election Convention will be held on October 22, 2013 at 11:00 AM in the Veterans Auditorium, at the LDAF building.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Skains and passed unanimously.

Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments  
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked Mr. Spicer to report on the supervisor resignations and appointments.  Mr. Spicer said there was no resignations this month.  

Mr. Spicer said the respective conservation district is requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisor to a new term in office:

Vermilion SWCD, Dr. Ernest Girouard, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin November 27, 2013 and will expire on November 27, 2016.

Vice-Chairman Yerger asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the supervisor appointment and there were none.  He said, as there were no comments, then he would call for a motion.

Motion: Mr. Skains made a motion to approve the appointment of supervisor, Dr. Ernest Girouard, appointed position, Vermilion SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

September and October Commission Meeting Dates
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said as most of the members will be attending the LACD Mid-Year Meeting in Alexandria on September 17, the SSWCC could hold their meeting in Alexandria at 9:30 AM on the same date.   Vice-Chairman Yerger asked for comments from the public and Commission members to change the meeting from Tuesday, September 24, 2013 at 1:15 PM, in the Veterans Auditorium, Baton Rouge to Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at 9:30 AM in the USDA Building B, Alexandria and there were none, so he asked for a motion. 
Motion: Mr. Frazier made a motion to change the State Commission meeting from Tuesday, September 24, 2013 at 1:15 PM, in the Veterans Auditorium, Baton Rouge to Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at 9:30 AM in the USDA Building B, Alexandria, Louisiana. The motion was seconded by Mr. Skains and passed unanimously
Mr. Spicer said if the SSWCC meeting and Area V Election Convention date of October 22 is in conflict with other meetings they can be changed to October 29, 2013 in the Veterans Auditorium, LDAF Building, Baton Rouge.
NACD 2014 Annual Meeting
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked Mr. Frazier to review the item with the Commission.  Mr. Frazier the 2014 NACD Annual Meeting will be held February 2-5, 2014 in Anaheim, California.  He said you can register for the meeting now and that all the information is on the NACD website.  Mr. Frazier said he is encouraging supervisors to attend both the LACD Meeting in Lafayette on January 8-10, 2014 as well as the NACD Meeting.
LACD Mid-Year Meeting

Vice-Chairman Yerger asked Mr. Frazier to review the item with the Commission.  Mr. Frazier said letters were sent to all of the districts regarding the LACD Mid-Year Meeting being held at 10:30 AM in Alexandria on September 17, 2013 to plan for the 2014 annual meeting and for the standing committees to meet and draft their agendas.  He said it is important to meet and identify important issues to be included in the LACD Action Plan for 2014. 
Other Business 
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked Dr. Rogers Leonard to address the Commission.  Dr. Leonard said he has to give a few event dates for the members to put on their calendars.  He said on September 5, 2013 there will be a Fall Crop Production and Pest Management Day at the Macon Ridge Research Station with Mr. Scott Edwards conducting training in the afternoon; on September 12 there will be Beef Cattle and Forage Field Day at the Dean Lee Research Station; on September 18 there will be a poultry Master Farmer Field Day at the Hill Farm Research Station; on October 24-25 a Master Farmer Universities will be held on the LSUA campus south of Alexandria where farmers can complete phase I and II of the Master Farmer Program; and on November 15 there will be a Private Pesticide Applicator and Smoke Management Agent Training at the Dewitt Livestock Arena at the Dean Lee Research Station.
Mr. Sayes said that producers in his area are interested in the wild radish as a cover crop and if it was a practice covered under EQIP.  He also asked about tuber radish toxicity and the work done by the LSU AgCenter under the NRCS innovation grant.  Dr. Leonard said the AgCenter does have a grant to study the wild radish.  He said they will be evaluating if the radish can provide winter forage because it is cold-tolerant and can be grown without interfering with normal crop rotations, and can prevent soil erosion after tilling. He said outside of the soil conservation benefits, the wild radish is an organic fertilizer, helping to reduce the need for nitrogen fertilizer.  He said they are studying the toxicity issue but have not made any determination; there is still a lot of work to be done. He said as a cover crop it may improve water quality by reducing crop nitrate needs and by reducing soil erosion.  He said it also provides feed and shelter for wild animals as well forage for cattle.  Dr. Leonard said there has been a lot of interest in the last six months in cover crops and nutrient management plans.
Vice-Chairman Yerger thanked Dr. Leonard for attending the meeting and for his comments.  
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked if there was any other business or comments from the Commission or the public.

Mr. Sayes stated that the supervisors training sessions should be held at the LACD annual meetings as before instead of, or in addition to the Area meetings.  He said that with multiple options, there might be more participants. Mr. Breaux said that the SSWCC decided to conduct these sessions at the Area level rather than at LACD annual meeting; He said that some Areas choose not to have the session in conjunction with the Area meeting, but at some other time more convenient for the majority of supervisors in the Area.  He said that this has worked well recently. Mr. Skains asked how many have not taken the training.  Mr. Breaux said nearly all supervisors currently meet the supervisor training requirements.  He said at times it has taken a considerable effort, but he has made sure that all supervisors are receiving the training as required.
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked if there was any other business or comments from the Commission or the public and there was none.  

Next meeting

Vice-Chairman Yerger said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at 9:30 A.M. at 3737 Government Street, USDA Building B, Training Room, Alexandria, Louisiana. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Vice-Chairman Yerger asked if there were any other comments from the public and there were none.  
ADJOURNMENT

Vice-Chairman Yerger said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to adjourn at 2:19 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.
/s/ Randell Fletcher______
Randell Fletcher, Chairman 
State Soil and Water Conservation Commission
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