



OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
APRIL 25, 2013

9:00 AM

1050 COURTHOUSE STREET

POLICE JURY ROOM

JENA, Louisiana

PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Fletcher called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 9:05 A.M. and gave the invocation.

Chairman Fletcher led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Mr. Brad Spicer.
Members present: Chairman Randell Fletcher, Mr. Bruce Frazier, Alternate Member Dr. Tommy Vitrano, Mr. Reggie Skains, Mr. George Guillory, Mr. Ed Yerger and Alternate Member Dr. Rogers Leonard. 
Members absent: Mr. John Compton; Dr. Bill Richardson, LSU AgCenter
A quorum was present.

Others Present:  Ms. Sarah Haymaker, Acting State Conservationist, NRCS; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF/SSWCC Executive Director; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Mr. Richard Bonner, Grant SWCD; Mr. Larry Sayes, Avoyelles SWCD ; Mr. Ruben Dauzat, Avoyelles SWCD; Ms. Maddy Coco, Avoyelles SWCD and the LaSalle Clerk of Court, Mr. Steve Andrews, LaSalle SWCD.
Chairman Fletcher welcomed each guest and asked if there were any public or Commission comments regarding the agenda and there were none.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the Commission March 26, 2013 minutes and there were none.  He said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the March 26, 2013 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 26, 2013 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Fletcher said they would now take up Unfinished Business and requested Mr. Spicer to report on the items listed on the agenda.

NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement
Mr. Spicer said the extension of the Farm Bill provided the districts the opportunity to earn all of the funds by June 30, 2013.  He said most of the unearned funds are being reallocated to the districts in the delta and would likely be fully earned by the end of May.
District Supervisors Election – June 8, 2013
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to report on this item.  Mr. Spicer said that, as of today, five supervisors have decided not to run for re-election likely due to the ethics requirements and are letting their term expire on June 30, 2013.   He said the nominating period is from April 1, 2013 through April 30, 2013 and that an election, if needed, will be held on the second Saturday in June, which is June 8, 2013.   He said the Bogue Chitto SWCD had two petitions returned, therefore, an election will be held in that district.  Mr. Spicer said 25% of the petitions have been returned and the OSWC has sent several reminders to the districts regarding the April 30th postmark deadline for filing the petitions and that all the petitions must be returned April 30th.  
Dupont Watershed Report
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to comment on this item.  Mr. Spicer said that the NRCS is in the process of amending the original O & M Agreement to place a date specific 50-year expiration date in the agreement.  Ms. Haymaker said that they are making progress on reviewing and amending the O&M Agreement.
Boeuf-Tensas Water Distribution Project
Mr. Spicer said that the Morehouse SWCD has agreed to take the leadership role in organizing the districts in northeast Louisiana to work toward developing a water management district covering the eleven parishes or portions of parishes between the Ouachita and Mississippi Rivers.  He said that LACD Area II also adopted a resolution at its meeting on April 16, 2013 supporting organizing the northeast SWCDs to form a Northeast Louisiana Water Use and Management District and is similar to the Morehouse SWCD position.  Both resolutions outline the need to work with Arkansas and the Red River Compact Commission to achieve their water use and management objectives.

Mr. Spicer said he met with the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission delegation in New Orleans earlier this week and that Arkansas agreed to send a letter to Louisiana requesting Louisiana’s support of their efforts to do a feasibility study.  He said that Mr. Young, Executive Director of Arkansas Natural Resources Commission, said his goal is to provide water for the southeast Arkansas rice farmers as well as delivering the 40% flow into Louisiana from the four streams entering northeast Louisiana.  He said they need a written commitment from Louisiana that we will support funding the study.  Mr. Spicer said that the funds would not be needed until FY 2014 or later.  Mr. Spicer said he will continue to work with Arkansas, Commissioner Strain and DOTD staff to mover this effort forward.
NEW BUSINESS 
NRCS State Conservationist Report
Chairman Fletcher asked Ms. Sarah Haymaker, Acting State Conservationist, to give the NRCS report.  Ms. Haymakers said that Mr. Kevin Norton has been in Washington, D.C. working with the Senate Ag Committee on the new Farm Bill and may be there thru September 2013. She said Mr. Britt Paul was the Acting State Conservationist for 120 days and as of April 22, 2013, she was appointed Acting State Conservationist for the reminder of Mr. Norton’s detail to the U.S. Senate.  She said that NRCS has received the discretionary apportionment for programs such as WRP and they are waiting on their state allocation so they can begin making offers to potential program participants.  She said NRCS has also requested additional EWIP funds.

Ms. Haymaker handed out copies of the April Conservation Update saying this month’s Update
highlighted the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana and the River Cane Project where wild river cane would be re-established on tribal land.  She said the Chitimacha Tribe established a settlement around the bayous of South Louisiana in 500 A.D. and today, approximately 1300 tribal members remain in the area.  She said their art of using the wild cane for basket weaving can be traced back to the earliest times and remains an important tradition to this day.  Ms. Haymaker said the Chitimacha River Cane Project ensures that the tribal members will continue to have a supply of wild cane for basket weaving.
She said the Update’s Around the State also provide information on the Tree Plantings in the Bayou Teche National Wildlife Refuge, the Golden Meadow Plant Materials Center school visits by Ms. Alexis Luke and Mr. Curt Riche, NRCS employees; Golden Meadow Plant Materials Center giving 50 oak trees to the South Lafourche Public Library in honor of Earth and Arbor Days; Party for the Planet where NRCS employees visited with hundreds of children and their parents at the Alexandria Zoo in Alexandria and the Old Governor’s Mansion in Baton Rouge where Alphonse the Alligator introduced his new wetland friend, Terry the Turtle.  She said also highlighted in the Update was RMS Conservation Plan Charts with an Acadiana Cattle producer and the SWAT team helping ag producers with water quality in East and West Carroll SWCDs.
Ms. Haymaker said that concluded the NRCS update.
Chairman Fletcher asked if anyone had any questions and there were none.
Correspondence
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence.  Mr. Spicer said the first item is the Morehouse SWCD Water Use and Management Resolution regarding northeast Louisiana.  He said the resolution states that the district board will take the leadership role in organizing the soil and water conservation districts in the northeast Louisiana to explore the opportunities to provide an increased supply of surface water to irrigate cropland in eleven parishes in the region.  He said the effort will require working with farmers in the region and with the Red River Compact Commission, Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development and the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission.  Mr. Spicer said that he met Monday with the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission and the Red River Compact Commission in New Orleans. 
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a letter from the LaSalle SWCD asking the State Commission to approve a contract with John R. Vercher, CPA to complete an audit of their books for FYE June 30, 2013.  Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any public or Commission comments regarding the LaSalle contract and there were none.
Motion:  Mr. Yerger made a motion to approve the LaSalle SWCD contract with John R. Vercher, CPA to complete an audit of their books for FYE June 30, 2013. The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a letter from the State Commission to Dr. Bill Richardson thanking him for naming Dr. John Russin and Dr. Rogers Leonard to represent the LSU AgCenter on the State Commission.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a Press Release in which Commissioner Strain reminds farmers that LDAF is accepting applications for the 2013 Specialty Crop Block Grant Program until close of business on May 6, 2013.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a Farm Press Release by Mr. Bruce Schultz of the LSU AgCenter regarding the March 9th Acadiana Cattle Producer Field Day at the LSU AgCenter Iberia Research Station.  He said more than 125 people attended the presentations on cattle health and forage research.  Dr. Leonard said that it was an excellent event with presentations from LSU AgCenter livestock specialist, veterinarian Ms. Christine Navarre, as well as forage specialist Mr. Ed Twidwell and county agents from Vermilion and Lafayette Parishes.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a press release stating that the Louisiana 4-H Foundation will construct a new multipurpose building at the Grant Walker 4-H Education Center near Pollock, Louisiana.  Dr. Leonard said the 4-H Foundation has enough funds to start construction on the first of a multipurpose building.  He said phase II will require about $600,000 to install heating and cooling units with a total cost for the project of about $1.8 million.  Dr. Leonard said most of the funds for the project are coming from private donations.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a Farm Press Release on feral hogs and the bluetongue disease affecting Louisiana’s deer herds.  He said feral hog management has been suggested as a topic for the SouthCentral NACD Meeting to be held in Lafayette August 4-6th. 
Chairman Fletcher asked Dr. Leonard to discuss the news release regarding Feral Hogs and deer disease.  Dr. Leonard said that the LSU AgCenter Wildlife Field Day was held on March 16 at the Bob R. Jones – Idlewild Research Station, north of Baton Rouge.  He said there were several very informative presentations regarding both feral hogs and EHD virus or bluetongue virus common infectious disease of the white-tailed deer.
Mr. Spicer said that concluded correspondence.

2013 Regular Session:  April 8 – June 6, 2013
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review this item.  Mr. Spicer said there are several bills that are related to water use and management but at this point, none of them appear to have an impact on agricultural water use or water management that would adversely affect agriculture.  He said, of course, House Bill 1, the House Appropriations Bill is of the greatest interest.  He said at this point there are no proposed cuts to soil and water conservation funds, but that could change at any time.  He said we need to continue to work with our legislator to make sure they have a very clear understanding of the seriousness of our funding situation.  Mr. Skains said that he has been working with the LACD leadership and Brad to set up a legislative luncheon.  He said it appears that it will be held in late May and he should have a confirmed date sometime this week.  Mr. Skains said that if we are to make an impact on the legislature we need to make a serious effort to have one or two or more supervisors from each district board attend this legislative function.  

Mr. Spicer said that concluded the Legislative Report.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments  
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to report on the supervisor resignations and appointments.  Mr. Spicer said there were three resignations this month: Mr. Steve Prator, elected position, Caddo SWCD; Mr. Ikie Roberts, elected position, Feliciana SWCD; and Mr. Wayne Bordelon, elected position, Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD.  Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none. Chairman Fletcher asked for a motion to accept these resignations.

Motion: Mr. Skains made a motion to approve the resignations of Mr. Steve Prator, elected position, Caddo SWCD; Mr. Ikie Roberts, elected position, Feliciana SWCD; and Mr. Wayne Bordelon, elected position, Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the respective conservation districts are requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisors to a new term in office:

Acadia SWCD, Mr. Earl Garber reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 11, 2013 and will expire on June 11, 2016.

Rapides SWCD, Mr. Larry G. Gillespie reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 26, 2013 and will expire on June 26, 2016.

St. Mary SWCD, Ms. Chandra Chauvin reappointed to fill her expired appointed position. Term will begin June 25, 2013 and will expire on June 25, 2016.

Feliciana SWCD, Mr. Luke Fontenot appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Ikie Roberts.  Term will begin April 25, 2013 and will expire on June 30, 2015.

Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the supervisor appointments and there were none.  He said, as there were no comments, then he would call for a motion.
Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the appointment of supervisors Mr. Earl Garber, appointed position, Acadia SWCD; Mr. Larry G. Gillespie, appointed position, Rapides SWCD; Ms. Chandra Chauvin, appointed position, St. Mary SWCD; and Mr. Luke Fontenot, elected position, Feliciana SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Skains and passed unanimously.

Ethics Financial Disclosure Form – due May 15, 2013
Mr. Spicer reminded the members of the May 15 deadline for Ethics Financial Form filing plus the one hour ethics training also needs to be done.  He said the one hour ethics training can be done on a computer or by attending a live seminar conducted by State approved Ethics Trainers.  He suggested that they check with their Police Juries, school boards or city officials to see if there is a training seminar in their area that they may attend.
Other Business 
Chairman Fletcher asked if there was any other business.  Chairman Fletcher thanked Dr. Leonard for attending the meeting and for his comments.    
Mr. Skains said the supervisors need to stay focused on the need to add $1.1 million to the soil and water conservation program and meet with their legislators. He said the dates for meet/greet with legislators, and possible use a room for the Lt. Governor, are May 23, 28 and 29.  He said we must have a good crowd of district supervisors there to make a positive impact on the legislators.
Mr. Spicer said as of April 19th, mileage reimbursement for Board Members was changed back to $0.51/mile for the whole trip thru June 30, 2013.  He said LDAF, through a special agreement with DOA, rescinded the $0.51/mile for the first 99 miles, then $0.40/mile after that for SWCD and State Commission BOARD MEMBERS only; this does not apply to employees.
Chairman Fletcher asked if there was any other business or comments from the public and there was none.
Next meeting

Chairman Fletcher said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, May 28, 2013 at 1:15 P.M. at 5825 Florida Boulevard, Veterans Memorial Auditorium, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He said they may change the meeting date, depending on the date of the Legislative luncheon.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any other comments from the public and there were none.
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Fletcher said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to adjourn at 10:57 A.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.
/s/ Randell Fletcher______
Randell Fletcher, Chairman 
State Soil and Water Conservation Commission
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