



OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
JUNE 26, 2012
11:30 AM

LSU AGCENTER’S CHARLES DEWITT CENTER
100 GREGG MARSHALL DRIVE (OFF HWY 71 SOUTH)
ALEXANDRIA, Louisiana  71302
PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Fletcher called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 11:30 A.M. and gave the invocation.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Mr. Joey Breaux
Members present: Chairman Randell Fletcher, Mr. Bruce Frazier, Mr. Ed Yerger, Mr. John Compton, Mr. George Guillory, Dr. Paul Coreil, and Mr. Reggie Skains 
Members absent: None
A quorum was present.

Others Present:  Ms. Holly Martien, USDA-NRCS; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF/SSWCC Executive Director; Mr. Donald Sagrera, Director Teche-Vermilion Fresh Water District; and Mr. Jean Pierre Vallet
Mr. Guillory introduced his guest, Mr. Jean Pierre Vallet, a fluid mechanic specialist from Paris, France.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Fletcher called for a motion to approve the minutes of the May 22, 2012 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 22, 2012 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Fletcher said they would next take up Unfinished Business and requested Mr. Spicer to report on the items listed on the agenda.

NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement
Mr. Spicer said that the NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative agreement has been approved and that the districts will likely be able to start earning funds by July 1st. He said the IT Staff will start loading the data into the computer program next week. Mr. Spicer said that with the current state funding situation the Farm Bill funds will play a critical role for a number of districts in retaining their current employees on a full time basis. 

State Funding 
Mr. Spicer said that he has not received the FY 2012-2013 budget figures but he has been informed that the $318,000 cut to the Conservation program was not restored by the legislature. He said that districts were cut in the amount of $174,000, and the OSWC was cut in the amount of $144,000. Mr. Spicer said these cuts have reduced state funding to the levels of the early to mid 1980’s. He said without self generated funds that the districts are currently earning, many districts would have to drastically cut services and possibly in some case would cease to operate. He said that the Farm Bill funds continue to provide significant support for paying district employees’ salaries. Mr. Spicer said that the OSWC will distribute over $40,000 in current year special funds to the districts that have the capacity to carry the funds forward.  He said this may help reduce the impact of the FY 2012-13 cuts. 

2012 Legislation
Mr. Spicer said that there were several bills dealing with water use and management enacted into law during the recent legislative session. He said that Mr. Ryan Seidemann, Chief of the Louisiana’s A.G.’s Lands and Natural Resources Office just reviewed the key acts in the Water Management Workshop that most of the commission members are attending in conjunction with the State Commission meeting. Mr. Spicer encouraged Commission members to attend the afternoon session of the water workshop. He said there will be presentations on the Teche- Vermillion Fresh Water Project and the Caddo SWCD Irrigation Project.  Mr. Spicer thanked Dr. Coreil for hosting the Commission meeting and for inviting them to participate in the workshop. 

Chairman Fletcher said that the morning workshop was very informative and he was looking forward to the afternoon discussion on the Caddo SWCD Irrigation Project as well as the other presentations. 

NEW BUSINESS 
NRCS State Conservationist Report
Chairman Fletcher asked Ms. Holly Martien to give the NRCS report.  Ms. Martien handed out the Conservation Update and said this month’s edition highlighted the vital role of the family farm not only in providing food, fiber and energy but they also are important to the cultural structure and the economy of rural communities by providing local jobs and income for local businesses.  She said the picture on the cover of the Conservation Update is the Blanchard Family, a three generation sugar cane farming family located near Jeanerette, Louisiana.  She said that the Blanchard Family was recently featured on the TV series, America’s Heartland.  
Ms. Martien said 2012 marks the 150th anniversary of the US Department of Agriculture and the Morrill Act which established Land Grant Universities.  She said to commemorate the occasion on May 31, 2012, the USDA agencies held a tour of Dean Lee Research and Extension Center, Tommy Caillier Farm, Woodworth Town Hall and the Kisatchie National Forest .  She said that the members of the local media and staff members of Louisiana’s congressional delegation participated in the tour.  She said that several projects were held around the state highlighting conservation: St Mary SWCD had a tree-planting in April; Dugdemona/Boeuf River SWCDs held a Farm Safety Program in April; and the Northeast SWCD had a Pasture Walk on Kimberly Chapin’s cattle farm in Franklin Parish in early June.
Ms. Martien said the Wetland Reserve Program sign-up for the first application pool for FY  2013 will close July 25, 2012.
Ms. Martien stated that concluded the NRCS update.
Correspondence
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence.  Mr. Spicer said the first item is a letter from the Crescent SWCD requesting authorization for three board supervisors, Mr. Leslie Rodrigue, Ms. Rebecca Livaudais and Mr. Allan Ensminger, to attend the NACD South Central Regional Conference in Hot Springs, Arkansas on August 5-7, 2012.  Chairman Fletcher asked for a motion to approve the out of state travel.

Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the Crescent SWCD to reimburse according to state rates Mr. Leslie Rodrigue, Ms. Rebecca Livaudais and Mr. Allan Ensminger to attend the NACD South Central Regional Conference in Hot Springs, Arkansas on August 5-7, 2012.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a letter of agreement between the Rapides SWCD and the Adler and Pias, LLC CPA firm outlining the terms regarding the firm compiling the district’s financial statement and audit documents for the year ending June 30, 2012.  Chairman Fletcher asked for a motion to approve for the Rapides SWCD to engage the Adler and Pias, LLC CPA firm to compile its financial records and related documents.

Motion:  Mr. Skains made a motion to approve the Rapides SWCD to engage the Adler and Pias, LLC CPA firm to compile its financial records and related documents for the year ending June 30, 2012.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the next item is an email from Mr. George Dauzat and the Calcasieu SWCD thanking District Secretaries and supervisors for their assistance in getting SB 436 passed.  He said the email included a copy of a news article concerning the legislation.  Mr. Spicer said that along with Mr. Dauzat, many others in the conservation community worked toward this important step in Louisiana addressing both surface and ground water use and management.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is another new release from US Senate Committee on Agriculture Nutrition and Forestry explaining four myths of agriculture and farming.  He said that the Commission members may want to review the article.  He said it provides some insight into Farm Bill programs.
Mr. Spicer said the next items are news releases from the Advocate regarding the Senate version of the Farm Bill.  He said that the Senate is proposing to discontinue direct payments which would have a significant impact on Louisiana rice, cotton and peanut farmers.

Mr. Spicer said the next items are LDAF news releases: Commissioner Strain was elected to serve as President of the Southern Association of State Departments of Agriculture (SASDA).; An open letter to the people of Louisiana from Commissioner Strain regarding state budget cuts to LDAF and what the Department is doing to continue to carry out its missions while coping with significant budget cuts over the past four years; LDAF has a new electronic tool to track cattle in order to identity if any single animal has a disease or if a terrorist attack threatens a state herd; and finally, Commissioner Strain advises animal owners to be prepared to take care of their animals if a hurricane comes into the Gulf.  
Mr. Spicer said the last item is a news article about the Vermilion, Iberia and Acadia SWCDs hosting the first-ever Waste Tire Collection event.  He said they collected 1,184 waste tires for proper recycling.
 Chairman Fletcher said that concluded the Correspondence agenda items.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to report on the supervisor resignations and appointments.  Mr. Spicer said there were three supervisor resignations: Mr. Robert Willett, elected position, Grant SWCD; Mr. Bartol J. Taliancich, appointed position, Plaquemines; and Ms. Patty Vogt, elected position, Plaquemines.  
Motion: Mr. Skains made a motion to approve the resignation of Mr. Robert Willett, elected position, Grant SWCD; Mr. Bartol J. Taliancich, appointed position, Plaquemines; and Ms. Patty Vogt, elected position, Plaquemines.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the respective conservation districts are requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisors to a new term in office:

Plaquemines SWCD, Ms. Patty Vogt appointed to fill the vacant appointed position of Mr. Bartol J. Taliancich.  Term will begin June 26, 2012 and will expire on May 28, 2014.

Plaquemines SWCD, Mr. Phillip Simmons appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Ms. Patty Vogt. Term will begin June 26, 2012 and will expire on June 30, 2014.

Allen SWCD, Mr. Thomas Mayes reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin July 27, 2012 and will expire on July 27, 2015.
Crescent SWCD, Mr. Thomas Benge, Jr. appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Skip Haller. Term will begin June 26, 2012 and will expire on June 30, 2014.

Grant SWCD, Mr. Thomas W. Smith appointed to fill the vacant appointed position of Mr. Robert Willet.  Term will begin July 1, 2012 and will expire on June 30, 2015.

Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the appointment of supervisors Ms. Patty Vogt, appointed position, Plaquemines SWCD; Mr. Phillip Simmons, elected position, Plaquemines SWCD; Mr. Thomas Mayes, appointed position, Allen SWCD; Mr. Thomas Benge, Jr., elected position, Crescent SWCD; and Mr. Thomas W. Smith, appointed position, Grant SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Other Business 
Chairman Fletcher asked Dr. Coreil if he would like to address the State Commission.  Dr. Coreil said that the AgCenter will be hosting its rice field day next week at the rice research station in Crowley and encouraged all to attend.  He said that Commissioner Strain, Chancellor Richardson and the Secretary of LDEQ will meet that day to discuss the lawsuit against EPA.  Dr. Coreil said that this lawsuit is an attempt to force EPA to enforce region-wide water quality numerical standards rather than allow these water quality issues to be managed on a state-by-state basis.  Dr. Coreil said that this lawsuit could lead to regulation/penalty requirements for some fertilizer applications. He said that Commissioner Strain, Chancellor Richardson and the Secretary of LDEQ all support EPA’s position that specific water quality issues must be handled at the State, not at the regional or national levels.  He also said that all agriculture commissioners in the Mississippi River Drainage Basin are coming together in support of EPA’s position.  Dr. Coreil advised all to stay in touch with the proceedings of the commission assigned to the development of the State’s comprehensive water management plan, and that Senator Long plans to use water as his campaign platform in his election run for Governor of Louisiana.

Chairman Fletcher asked if there was any other business and there was none.

Next meeting

Chairman Fletcher said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled for 1:15 P.M. Tuesday, July 24, 2012 in the Veterans’ Memorial Auditorium, 5825 Florida Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any comments from the public and there were none.
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Fletcher said if there was no other business, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to adjourn at 1:00 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.
/s/ Randell Fletcher______
Randell Fletcher, Chairman 
State Soil and Water Conservation Commission
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