



OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
DECEMBER 7, 2011
11:00 AM

LSU BURDEN CENTER
4560 ESSEN LANE
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70808
PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES 
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Fletcher called the regular monthly Commission meeting to order at 11:00 A.M. and asked Mr. Frazier to give the invocation.
Chairman Fletcher led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Mrs. Laura Edwards.
Members present: Chairman Randell Fletcher, Dr. Ernest Girouard, Mr. Ed Yerger, Mr. John Compton, Mr. Reggie Skains, and Mr. George Guillory 
Members absent: Dr. Paul Coreil 
A quorum was present.

Others Present:  Mr. Kevin Norton, USDA-NRCS State Conservationist; Mr. Dwight Landreneau, LSU AgCenter; Mr. Bruce Frazier, LACD 1st Vice President/SSWCC Alternate, Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF/SSWCC Executive Director; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Laura Edwards, LDAF-OSWC, Mr. Keith Normand, LSU AgCenter and Mrs. Margaret Yerger.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Fletcher called for a motion to approve the minutes of the October 18, 2011 State Commission Meeting and the minutes of the Area I and II Election Convention Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 18, 2011 State Commission meeting and the minutes of the Area I and II Election Convention.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Fletcher said they would next take up Unfinished Business and requested Mr. Spicer to report on the items listed on the agenda.

SWCD Farm Bill Implementation Report
Mr. Spicer said that October was the 3rd month of the new Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement and that several districts have earned almost all of the funds allocated to them under the Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement that became effective July 13, 2011.  He said many districts have earned at least 50% of their Farm Bill allocations and over all they are earning funds on schedule.

 LACD Annual Meeting

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to give an update on the LACD Annual Meeting.  Mr. Spicer said that the meeting is scheduled for January 11-13, 2012 at the Crowne Plaza in Lafayette.  He said that they are working on finalizing the program.  

Mr. Spicer said that the breakout sessions have a great group of speakers that will discuss a wide range of topics on conserving and protecting soil and water resources.  He said during the Thursday morning session speakers from NRCS and EPA will discuss their agencies views on addressing agricultural non point source pollution abatement efforts through the federal, state and local conservation delivery system.  He said another panel of speakers will discuss the 2010-2011 drought and its impacts in Louisiana.  Mr. Spicer said the meeting registration deadline is December 30, 2011 and room registration is December 27, 2011.
Dr. Girouard said that there has been a lot of effort going into planning and organizing the annual meeting and that he strongly encourages all district supervisors, district employees and NRCS employees to attend the meeting.  He said many of the topics to be discussed at the meeting will provide information highly beneficial to those that have an interest in soil and water conservation and the future of Louisiana agriculture and forestry industries.  Dr. Girouard said, as in the past, this year they will have a luncheon to recognize newly certified Master Farmers and an Awards Dinner for those recognized by LACD for their service.
NEW BUSINESS 
NRCS State Conservationist Report

Chairman Fletcher welcomed Mr. Kevin Norton, State Conservationist and asked him to give his report.  Mr. Norton said that he had recently returned from Washington, D.C. and was glad to be home in Louisiana.  He said he appreciated all of the work that his staff, the districts and OSWC had completed in his absence.  Mr. Norton said that he expects to be called back to Washington, DC in February to continue assisting the Senate Ag Committee with language for the new Farm Bill.  Mr. Norton said the Super Committee members and staff did have a very good concept of the conservation needs of U.S. farmers.  He said the House version of the conservation program provided less funds than the Senate version.  He said that it was very enlightening to be directly involved with the legislative process and to work with the Senate Ag Committee staff.  He said they are very dedicated to drafting conservation provisions in the Farm Bill that will provide the maximum resource protection benefits for the funds available.
Mr. Norton thanked the districts for conducting the locally led meetings.  He said the locally led meetings are very important and encourages greater local participation by board members and others.  He said the locally led process is a vital component of the conservation programs and to their delivery to program participants.
Mr. Norton said he expects to have the NRCS 2012 funding amount on Friday so by the next Commission meeting he will know where NRCS stands financially, but whatever the funding level, they will maintain the course for another year focusing on field base program delivery.
Mr. Norton said he was to attend a Gulf of Mexico Initiative Conference in Houston concerning watersheds and river basins that empty into the Gulf of Mexico.  He said all five of the Gulf of Mexico states are included in the Gulf of Mexico effort.  He said there are funds targeted for selected watersheds and that three of the watersheds are located in Louisiana; two in Assumption Parish and one in Vermilion Parish. He said the three watersheds will have work efforts agreements similar to the MRBI agreements.  Mr. Spicer said that Mr. Troy Hill of EPA plans to meet with him and Mr. Norton at the LACD Annual Meeting to tie in the OSWC 319 BMP efforts with the Gulf of Mexico Initiative.
Mr. Norton said the Gulf of Mexico Initiative will focus up to $50 million over the next three years in providing conservation assistance to farmers and ranchers in priority areas along the seven major rivers that drain into the Gulf. 

Mr. Norton said he did not know if any MRBI funds would be in the FY 2012 funding.

Mr. Norton said CSI is ongoing, training effort concerning meeting /greeting /scheduling assistance, conservation program assistance.  He said a team is working across the state on this with district secretaries.  He said this effort should increase NRCS staff time in the field to put conservation practices on the ground.

Mr. Norton said this concluded his report.

Dr. Girouard asked Mr. Norton if there were funds to get the Leland Bowman locks repaired at Intracoastal City.   He said the brackish smell was strong (6.5 ppt) at the locks and that the gates from the locks are in Morgan City being worked on and may be back in place as soon as January 2012. Mr. Norton said, no, there was no new money.  Dr. Girouard said it really causes problems with diverting traffic and all it needs is about $200,000 to fix it.
Mr. Fletcher asked Mr. Norton if there will be any funds for port facilities or channel dredging.  He said that is a major issue for Louisiana because of the large volume of products shipped out of the ports.  He said it will create a very serious economic problem if barges and ships cannot get to up-river ports.  Mr. Norton said that it is his understanding that Senators Vitter and Landrieu are working on this issue.  He said the problem is getting others to understand that the public sector must subsidize infrastructure nationwide.  He said the federal government must also subsidize highways and railways to get products into and out of rural America.  
Correspondence
Chairman Fletcher said the next agenda item is Correspondence and he asked Mr. Spicer to review the Correspondence with the Commission.  
Mr. Spicer said the first item is a letter to Dr. Kennedy from the State Commission thanking him for hosting the Areas I and II State Commission Election Convention and State Commission Meeting on October 25, 2011.
Mr. Spicer said next are several letters and emails regarding the draft DNR Statewide Groundwater Management Plan.  Mr. Spicer said included are letters and emails from Acadia SWCD, the OSWC and the LSU AgCenter.  He said each document states opposition to the State requiring farmers to install meters on irrigation wells; the consensus being that this would be very costly to the farmers and that there is already a process in place to collect water use information for irrigation wells.  He said other issues are the reference to pesticides and fertilizers adversely impacting the Mississippi River Alluvial Aquifer (South).  Mr. Spicer said 
that over the twenty plus years that LDAF has been monitoring groundwater across the state and in this aquifer, they have never identified groundwater contamination caused by the application of agricultural chemicals. Mr. Spicer said that several other comments were included in the comments provided to DNR. 

Mr. Spicer said also included in the correspondence is a news release regarding the implementation of EPA Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) Plans.  He said EPA had set a deadline for farmers to have SPCC plans completed by this November, but then extended the deadline for completing plans to May 10, 2013.  Mr. Spicer said that this does not relieve farmers from the liability of oil or other hazardous spills.  He said that farmers should continue their efforts to develop SPCC plans.  He said they should contact the local SWCD or NRCS Field Office for assistance or to get guidance in developing a SPCC plan for their farm.  
Mr. Spicer said the next item is an article regarding Commissioner Strain’s comments on the concerns regarding the saltwater intrusion into freshwater in the southwestern part of the state and the impacts this is having on the agricultural producers in the region.  He said that Commissioner Strain also discussed possible solutions including the diversion of fresh water from water bodies outside the southwest region of the state.
Mr. Spicer said the last items are letters requesting approval for out of state travel for district board members to attend the NACD Annual Meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada on January 29 – February 1, 2012.  He said Crescent SWCD is requesting approval for three members: Mr. Leslie Rodrigue, Ms. Rebecca Livaudais and Mr. Allan Emsminger; Capital SWCD two members, Mr. John Compton and Mr. Jack Gober; Acadia SWCD two members, Mr. George Guillory and Mr. Earl Garber; and Madison SWCD three members, Mr. Ed Yerger, Mr. Thomas Bishop and Ms. Jackie Varner.  
Motion:  Mr. Yerger made a motion to approve the out of state travel for Crescent SWCD’s three board members, the Capital SWCD’s two board members, the Acadia SWCD’s  two board members and the Madison SWCD’s three board members to attend the NACD Annual Meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada on January 29-February 1, 2012. The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said that concluded the Correspondence.

Chairman Fletcher said if there were no questions, that concluded the Correspondence report and they would take up the next agenda item.
Election of Commission Officers
Chairman Fletcher called for the election of the State Commission officers.  Mr. Spicer said the current officers are Mr. Randell Fletcher, Chairman; Mr. Edward Yerger, Vice-Chairman and Mr. John Compton, Secretary-Treasurer.  Chairman Fletcher asked for nominations for the position of Chairman.  Mr. Guillory asked if all of the present slate of officer can be re-elected and Mr. Spicer replied that they all qualify for re-election.
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion that the present slate of officers be re-elected by acclamation to serve as the 2012 officers for the Louisiana State Soil and Water Conservation Commission:  Mr. Randell Fletcher, Chairman; Mr. Edward Yerger, Vice Chairman, and Mr. John Compton, Secretary-Treasurer. The terms will begin December 7, 2011 and end December 7, 2012. The motion was seconded by Dr. Girouard and passed unanimously.

Mr. Guillory made a motion that the nominations be closed. The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Resolved, Mr. Randell Fletcher be re-elected Chairman of the State Soil and Water


Conservation Commission.  The term will begin December 7, 2011 and end


December 7, 2012.


Resolved, Mr. Edward Yerger be re-elected Vice-Chairman of the State Soil and


Water Conservation Commission.  The term will begin December 7, 2011 and end 


December 7, 2012.


Resolved, Mr. John Compton be re-elected Secretary-Treasurer of the State Soil

and Water Conservation Commission.  The term will begin December 7, 2011 and end December 7, 2012.

Chairman Fletcher thanked the State Commission on behalf of all the officers.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to report on the supervisor resignations and appointments.  Mr. Spicer said there was one resignation, Mr. Charles Yerby, elected position, Grant SWCD.
Motion: Dr. Girouard made a motion to accept the resignations of Mr. Charles Yerby, elected position, Grant SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the respective conservation districts are requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisors to a new term in office:

Caddo SWCD, Mr. Mike Volentine appointed to fill the vacant elected position of William Sample. Term will begin December 7, 2011 and will expire on June 30, 2012.
Catahoula SWCD, Mr. Jeramy Slade appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Curtis Roark, Jr. Term will begin December 7, 2011 and will expire on June 30, 2013.

Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to approve the appointments of supervisors Mr. Mike Volentine, elected position, Caddo SWCD; and Mr. Jeramy Slade, elected position, Catahoula SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

District Audits
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to report on the audits.  Mr. Spicer said that sixteen districts’ audits were delivered to the Legislative Auditor at the end of September and the other thirty-four were all on schedule to be finished and delivered before the end of the year.  He said that a number of districts have elected to use a local CPA firm to conduct their audits
State Commission D&O, Workers Comp and Hired/Non-Owned Auto Insurances
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to report on the Commission’s insurance policies.

Mr. Spicer said the OSWC received a bid from the Turrentine Insurance Agency for the State Commission’s Workers Compensation policy, Directors and Officers’ Liability policy and the Hired and Non-owned Auto Liability policy and that each renewal policy was comparable with the current policies.  He said the insurance companies writing the three policies all had a rating of A15+, the highest rating available to companies.    

Chairman Fletcher called for a motion to accept the three insurance bids.
Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to accept the insurance bids from Turrentine Insurance Agency for the Directors & Officers Liability, Workers Compensation and Hired/Non-Owned Auto Liability Insurances. The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said also in a previous Commission Meeting that he was directed by the members to get bids on a Crime/Bond policy for the 44 SWCDs. He said we received bids on a $10,000 and a $20,000 limit policy.  He said the $10,000 bid from the Turrentine Insurance Agency that is underwritten by Travelers Insurance Company was for a blanket crime/bond policy that would cover the five supervisors, secretaries and all volunteers for an annual premium of around $189 and that this is also a 3-year locked in premium.  He said that he appreciates the efforts Ms. Edwards put into collecting the information needed for the Commission to evaluate the best options to recommend to the districts.
Chairman Fletcher called for a motion to accept the Crime/Bond insurance bid from Travelers Insurance Company.  

Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to accept the insurance bid from Turrentine Insurance Agency for the Crime/Bond Insurance. The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.
Mr. Spicer said the next step will be to canvas the districts to determine which districts want the coverage with Travelers Insurance Company.  He said the Travelers policy would provide better coverage and at a lesser cost than the policies most district currently have in place. 
Act. 12 and Other Reporting Requirements
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to report on this item.  Mr. Spicer said that the Division of Administration implemented additional accountability and transparency of all boards and commissions in the state as per required under Act 12 of the 2009 Legislature and Act 814 of the 2010 Legislature.  He said that Act 814 of the 2010 legislative session requires boards and commissions to publish certain information on the internet. He said Act 12 directs the Commissioner of Administration to establish and maintain a website posting certain information as required by the Act as did Act 814.  Mr. Spicer said the Division of Administration and the Legislative Auditor agreed to incorporate the information required in Act 12 and Act 814 into one report and post it on the website.  Mr. Spicer said that the required information for the State Soil and Water Conservation Commission has been submitted and is online at www.http://doa.louisiana.gov/doa/latrac/boardsandcommissions.
Other Business

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Dwight Landreneau if he would like to address the State Commission. 

Mr. Landreneau said that the AgCenter continues to deal with budget cut issues.  He said it now appears that they will have to absorb another cut in funding in January.  Mr. Landreneau said that as in the past, they will work through reallocating funds and adjusting programs.  He said some parish governments and sheriffs offices are looking into ways of helping their extension offices with local funds.  He said the AgCenter will continue to use whatever funding they have to continue to provide the highest standard of service to their clientele.
Dr. Girouard said that he had attended a recent Sabine River Authority (SRA) Water Sales Meeting where they were to open bids to broker water sales to Texas, but bids were not opened, there was only one bid and it was from a Louisiana broker.  He said that he had asked the SRA to notify him of the meeting, but they did not and it appeared that the sale was a done deal before the meeting took place.  Dr. Girouard said after learning the bid was for two 49-year terms, he asked several questions, but they had no answers.  He asked what if due to a severe drought there is no water to sell, would the Louisiana taxpayers be liable? He said, again, they could not give him an answer.  He asked what newspaper was it advertized in and was told it was published twice in the Shreveport paper, although the Baton Rouge Advocate is the official state newspaper, not the Shreveport newspaper.  He said this entire process really needs to be watched as it affects all taxpayers in the state, not just in one parish.
Mr. Spicer said that he has been told that the Attorney General ruled that the Sabine River Authority has certain rights to manage the Reservoir water including selling it.  He said it is also his understanding that the Governor would also have to agree to the sale.
Chairman Fletcher asked if there was any other business to come before the Commission and there was none.

Chairman Fletcher said that the Commission thanks Dr. Coreil and the Ag Center for the use of the Burden Center and that they also thank Dr. Girouard for providing the meal and Mr. Keith Normand for assisting in its preparation.
Next meeting

Chairman Fletcher said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled for 10:30 AM, Wednesday, January 11, 2012 in the St Martin/St Landry Room of the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Lafayette, Louisiana.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any other comments from the public and there were none.   
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Fletcher said if there was no other business, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to adjourn at 12:20 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Girouard and passed unanimously.
/s/ Randell Fletcher______
Randell Fletcher, Chairman 
State Soil and Water Conservation Commission
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