
The Louisiana Rehabilitation Council (LRC) met at the Police Complex, 1st Floor Community Room, 1000 Bolton Avenue, Alexandria.  
Present: Pamela Allen, Jennifer Bollinger, Pranab Choudhury, Jean Hansen, Ronald Key, Billie Ruth Kvaternik, Marla Reissland-Dorsey, Jason Weill, Derek White, Keita Rone Wilson, Mark Martin
Excused Absent: Karla Cummings, Larry Dale, Angelle Driggs, Warren Hebert, Joseph Kelley, Patrick Mascarella, Laura Nata, John Yent, David Young
Other Absent: Henry Bateman, Laura Breaux, Gayla Guidry, Edward Rispone, Amanda Vinson
Guests: Kandy Baker, Rosemary Yesso, Allen Fields, Sharika Washington, Christine McGraw, Stephanie Mire, Paige Kelly, Lynn Blanchard, Vivian Lowe
Thursday, September 29, 2011
Ronald Key called the Louisiana Rehabilitation Council meeting to order and it was noted that there was not a quorum.  Introductions were made by all participants.  
The first speaker to present at the meeting was Christine McGraw, Regional Manager for the Alexandria Region.  She provided everyone with information on VR services in her area and gave everyone a list of restaurants and a map of the area.  

Mark S. Martin, LRS Director, presented next.  He discussed the current budget ($20,455,000), supported employment focus groups and restructuring payment disbursement to vendors, changes to the policy manual regarding CRP’s placement rates, 2nd Injury trust fund (Mark included a power point presentation on the 2nd injury trust fund), alliance for homeless disabled veterans in Baton Rouge, and possible changes in the amount of transportation reimbursement consumers receive ($2.50 to $2.75 per gallon at 15 miles/gallon).  LRS Director obtained the council members recommendations on increasing the transportation reimbursement; the Council thought the increase would be a good idea.    
The next presentation was former LRS consumer, Tommy Carline, who is currently working with the Rapides Sheriffs office.  
The public forum was held, one individual who has a child with a disability stated that there are not enough choices of vendors in Monroe to assist with supported employment services.  

Ronald Key recessed the meeting.

Friday, September 30, 2011
Ronald Key welcomed everyone back to the second day of the meeting.
Paige Kelly provided information for the Staff Report:

· LRC budget
· LRC representative for the upcoming CSAVR conference in October (after approval granted) will be Ronald Key
· There are two vacancies on the council.  The two vacancies will need to be filled with a former VR consumer and an individual from business industry and labor.  
Mark Martin discussed the three goals of Louisiana Workforce Commission.

Discussion on Agenda items for November 17-18, 2011 meeting:

· Strategic planning to identify goals for the LRC.  Council would like this to take place at the January meeting in Baton Rouge – LWC has excellent chief of staff who could facilitate.

· Have a representative from LWC (Curt Eysink) talk about the three goals of LWC and how to accomplish these goals

  Derek White suggested that the executive committee via teleconference discuss (before the meeting in Lafayette):

· Meeting attendance
· Updating the LRC  Bylaws
· Recommendations for strategic planning.  

The information discussed during the teleconference will be presented to the council members for discussion at the Lafayette meeting.
Committee Updates:

Marla Dorsey provided the following regarding the Policy Committee – consumer travel reimbursement.  Marla also stated that if a consumer has a complaint they are to contact the Regional Manager in their area of residence.  The consumer will need to put the complaint in writing.  Finally, the order of selection was discussed along with information on small business plans.

A motion was made by Derek White to adjourn the meeting, Marla Dorsey seconded the motion, and meeting was adjourned.
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