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LOUISIANA TOURISM PROMOTION DISTRICT

October 8, 2012

MINUTES

Members Present:




Harrison Smith, Chairman



Elizabeth McDougall



Toni Rice





Bruce Attinger

   









Chairman Harrison Smith with the LTPD called the meeting to order at 11:40 AM.  After roll call, a motion was made by Bruce Attinger and seconded by Elizabeth McDougall to approve the minutes from the last meeting of June 29, 2012.

Remarks from Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne:
The Lt. Governor discussed the legal opinion received from Breazeale, Sachse & Wilson, L.L.P. regarding the authority of the commission over the state tourism budget dollars.  It was of the opinion of Breazeale, Sachse & Wilson, L.L.P. that although this statutory language appears to be clear and unambiguous protection of the tourism tax for tourism promotion only, because it is not written in the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, it can be easily repealed by the legislature.  The Lt. Governor strongly suggested that the commission and other industry partners try to meet with legislators and the governor to stress the need and importance to secure the tourism budget and not fund any pass throughs through the tourism budget.

The Lt. Governor and key personnel will be going to France for two weeks to meet with key tourism leaders to help promote the state of Louisiana. 
Remarks from Assistant Secretary Kyle Edmiston:

The assistant secretary is traveling around the state to attend meetings being set up by the Louisiana Tourism Promotion Association to let all of the Louisiana industry partners be aware of the budget cuts tourism has endured.  He is informing them of all the marketing and advertising partnerships taking place in this year’s budget.  Letters will be sent out to all of the tourism partners to help address the need to contact their legislators to protect the tourism fund dollars in the Tourism budget for marketing and out of state advertising.
Kyle mentioned that Jay Tusa has been appointed to the position of Director of Communications and Research and that Jeff Richard was promoted to Public Information Officer in the Office of Tourism.  

Financial Report:
Remarks from Nancy Watkins:

Nancy discussed the adjustments made in the tourism budget for the fiscal year 2013-2014.  Each one of the members was given a copy of the proposed tourism budget adjustments.  After much discussion a motion was made by Elizabeth McDougal and seconded by Bruce Attinger to accept the adjustments.  All members were in favor and the motion passed to accept the adjustments in the budget for FY 2013-2014. 
Other Business:
Discussion over the allocated funds regarding the proceeds over the .03% sales tax that the Louisiana Promotion District is the taxing district of was further discussed.  It was determined that the taxing commission’s authority would not be the authority and that the legislation could easily be repealed by the legislature.  The commission would talk to some of their constituents to schedule a meeting with the governor or legislators to express the importance of making sure that the .03% sales tax that is collected is used to promote tourism and out of state advertising. 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Toni Rice and seconded by Elizabeth McDougall and the meeting adjourned at 1:11 PM. 
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