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LOUISIANA TOURISM PROMOTION DISTRICT

LOUISIANA TOURISM DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

MEETING 

L’Auberge Casino Resort, Lake Charles, LA

January 22, 2013

MINUTES

Members Present:

Ralph Ney




Lt. Gov. Jay Dardenne
Elizabeth McInnis


David McLemore
  
Diane D’Amico

Harrison Smith
  
Shelley Johnson  

Toni Rice               

Kristen McLauren

Liz McDougall
           Linda Curtis Sparks





Emily Zoiber        





Janice DeLerno





Alana Cooper





Brandy Evens





Mark Bernard





Alice Scarborough





Harrison Smith (LTPD) called the meeting to order at 3:13 pm.  After roll call of both commissions, a motion was made by Toni Rice for LTPD to approve the minutes of the last meeting and Elizabeth McDougall seconded the motion and the minutes were approved. Kristen McLauren made a motion to approve the minutes for the LTDC and Alice Scarborough seconded the motion and the minutes were unanimously approved.

Opening Remarks from Assistant Secretary Kyle Edmiston

Secretary Edmiston thanked everyone for coming to this year’s summit.  Kyle mentioned that this would be the last time the boards would meet in January for the Summits and that the Summit would be moved to the month of August from here on out.  He stated that we would have another summit on August 27-29, 2013 in Baton Rouge.

.  

Kyle mentioned that the state wide motel numbers for 2012 occupancy rate was 62% and that it was on par with 2004.  2012 was not affected by a manmade disaster, natural disaster or economic disaster. The Average Daily Rate for 2012 was $102.36.  This was the first time in history that it has been over $100.00.

Kyle encouraged all of the commission members to contact their legislative representatives to help with advocating and redirecting pass-through’s in relation to the tourism budget. We would like to see all of these events come out of the general fund and not be taken out of our Tourism budget. Senator Edwin R. Murray – District 4 in New Orleans, LA is creating legislation to fund major events for this legislative session.

2013 is the year of music and will be unveiled in the morning at the Lt. Governor’s breakfast event in addition to the new marketing and ad campaign.  The Lt. Governor is going to have a wrapped Pick your Passion mini tour bus and visiting cities throughout the state to promote tourism and what it means to the state. It will start on the first week of May.  2012 has been a good year, but we are looking for 2013 to be an even better year if we are able to keep the tourism dollars in our budget.

Louisiana Historical Marker Approval – Alana Cooper – LTDC

After all of the members of the LTDC were able to review the applications submitted for historical markers, a motion was made by Kristen McLauren and 2nd by Linda Curtis Sparks to approve all five of the historical markers.  There being no opposition, all five historical markers were unanimously approved.
A video was then shown to all of the members of the commissions from the Lt. Gov.  It was a call to action from the Lt. Governor to plead with the members to make certain that they contact and meet with their legislators and congressman on the importance of tourism as an industry in Louisiana.  The Lt. Governor said that it is very important that the legislators understand how badly our out of state advertising budget needs to stay intact to create jobs and business for our state.  We will all have to work hard to keep our budget from being raided for events that should be coming out of the general fund, as it has been in the past.

Lieutenant Governor Jay Dardenne
The Lt. Governor greeted everyone and asked if they would be staying for the breakfast in the morning to see the unveiling of the new ad campaign and all of the great things we have in store for 2013.  The Lt. Governor is preparing for the worst in next year’s budget.  A Budget Adjustment for $4M will come out of the State Parks budget.  He stated that he will have to close some parks if we are unable to get those monies reinstated.  We are trying to get the legislators to let us manage our own budget cuts, but we have been unsuccessful in doing so.  The pass-throughs for these in state sports events continue to come out of our tourism budget and keep us for being able to spend our budget on out of state advertising to bring visitors to our state to promote tourism, business and jobs. 
Other Business

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 3:55 pm.
[image: image2.png].[v - - CHARLES R. DAvVIS

State of Lonisiana DERUTY SECRETARY
JAY DARDENNE

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

KYLE EDMISTON

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION & TOURISM
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

OFFICE OF TOURISM





