Louisiana Livestock Brand Commission Board Meeting

March 10, 2011 

10:00 A.M.

Veterans Memorial Auditorium

5825 Florida Boulevard

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Proceeding

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Jim Marsalis.
ROLL CALL
The roll call was made by Liz Wilcox

Members present:  Commissioner Mike Strain, Dennis Klein, Jim Marsalis, Cecil Sanner, Vic Blanchard, Calvin LeBouef, and Dr. Jason St. Romain.

Members absent:   Sheriff Guffey Lynn Pattison, Sheriff Stephen Prator and Martie Wooldridge

DESIGNATION OF STAFF

Motion:  Mr. Calvin LeBouef made a motion to accept Carl Bennett as the Director of the Livestock Brand Commission.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Cecil Sanner and passed.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion:  Motion was made by Mr. Vic Blanchard to approve the minutes from the February 25, 2010 meeting.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Jason St. Romain and passed.

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST
Commissioner Mike Strain had the guests introduce themselves.  State employees present during the meeting:  Dr. Brent Robbins, John Walther, Carl Bennett, Liz Wilcox, Carnie Burcham, Gary Dunn, Brent Hardy, Scotty Hill, Elizabeth Moreau, Joey Norman, Barry Phares, Doug Schultz, Johnny Steib, John Terrell and E.B. Thompson.

OLD BUSINESS
Commissioner Strain commended the excellent work the Brand Enforcement officer’s were doing.

NEW BUSINESS
Commissioner Strain spoke on the department budget for next year. 
Mr. Bennett discussed the Livestock Brand Commission dependent on General funds.
Mr. Bennett gave an overview of the Livestock Brand Commissions operations since the last board meeting.  He introduced the signing up with Regional Organized Crime Information Center program, press releases in the Louisiana Cattleman’s issues, microchip saddle identification, signs printed for theft prevention, and the signs distributed in conjunction of the Premises registration program.

Mr. Bennett reported on the inspector’s case reports. He stressed the importance of the officers marked vehicles and proper uniform attire.

Mr. Bennett gave an update on the change in the Livestock Brand Commission law:

1) R.S. 3:732 J.   At the same time, in the same manner, and for the same term as provided for the appointment of the nine appointed members, the commissioner shall appoint one alternate for each member who shall be appointed from the same list of nominations submitted by the respective organizations.

2) In R.S. 3:732 D.  The commission shall meet annually or upon the call of the chairman.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Johnny Steib, Brand Enforcement Manager, commented how much he enjoyed working with Carl Bennett.  He thought Mr. Bennett’s experience in enforcement has been an asset to the leadership in the Livestock Brand Commission.
ADJOURNMENT

Motion:  Mr. Vic Blanchard made a motion to adjourn at 11:20 p.m.  Mr. Calvin LeBouef seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
