Louisiana Livestock Brand Commission Board Meeting

February 25, 2010 

1:00 P.M.

Veterans Memorial Auditorium

5825 Florida Boulevard

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Proceeding

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Mike Strain, DVM.
ROLL CALL
The roll call was made by Liz Wilcox

Members present:  Commissioner Mike Strain, Dennis Klein, Cecil Sanner, Vic Blanchard, Calvin LeBouef, Sheriff Stephen Prator, and Dr. Jason S t. Romain.

Members absent:  Jim Marsalis, Sheriff Guffey Lynn Pattison, and Martie Wooldridge

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Motion:  Motion was made by Sheriff Prator to approve the minutes from the April 2, 2009 meeting.  The motion was seconded by Vic Blanchard and passed.

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST
Commissioner Strain had the guests introduce themselves.  State employees present during the meeting:  Dr. Brent Robbins, Carl Bennett, Liz Wilcox, Michelle Ribera, Carnie Burcham, Gary Dunn, Brent Hardy, Scotty Hill, Elizabeth Moreau, Joey Norman, Barry Phares, Doug Schultz, Johnny Steib, John Terrell and E.B. Thompson.

OLD BUSINESS:
Carl Bennett gave an update on the Crimestopper’s Committee which consist of  Sheriff Pattison and Mr. LeBoeuf.
Mr. Bennett stated he had checked on the stimulus money Sheriff Prator has suggested he look into.  He reported the Livestock Brand Commission did not qualify.

Commissioner Strain stated some of the legislators would like to see the Animal Nuisance control program reestablished.  Unfortunately, the Nuisance Control Program was not funded by the legislature.  The department was not able to absorb the expenses and the program has been suspended.
Commissioner Strain spoke on the department budget for next year. 
Mr. Carl gave the board a report on the charging a fee for brand inspection in the United States.

Ms. Michelle Ribera reported to the board they could not have a proxy.  The board discussed this issue.  

Motion:  Sheriff Prator made a motion to make the following changes to the Livestock Brand Commission law in the legislative session beginning March 29, 2010:

1)R.S. 3:732 D. The commission shall meet annually at least quarterly and shall meet at other times upon the call of the chairman. or of any three members. The commission shall not meet more than twelve times in any year. (additions are underlined; deletions are struck through)

2)In R.S. 3:732 add the ability for the Commissioner to appoint alternates. 

Vic Blanchard seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
Mr. Bennett reported on the division budget outlook.

Mr. Scotty Hill, Statewide Manager, gave the inspectors case report for 2009.

Johnny Steib introduced his case report for his crimestopper reward request.

Motion:  Mr. Calvin LeBouef made a motion to accept the $200.00 reward ($100.00 each) to Mr. Steib’s two informants.  Dr. St. Romain seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

Motion:  Mr. Calvin LeBouef made a motion to adjourn.  Sheriff Prator seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
