LOUISIANA FORESTRY COMMISSION

VETERANS MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM

5825 FLORIDA BLVD, 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70806

September 7, 2010

MINUTES
SWEARING IN

Tina Meiners was sworn in as a member of the Louisiana Forestry Commission by Tabitha Gray.

CALL TO ORDER

The Louisiana Forestry Commission meeting was called to order by Chairman Sam Pruitt at 10:04 a.m.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Scarlet Arceneaux.

Members Present:  Sam Pruitt, Allen Rutherford, Kenny Ribbeck, Mike Merritt, Scott Poole, Mike Wolff, 
and Tina Meiners

Members Not Present:  A quorum was present.
Others Present:  Wade Dubea, Don Smith, Charlie Greer, Epney Brasher, Randy Rentz, Buck Vandersteen, George Ramsey, Commissioner Mike Strain, Geri McNeal , and Whitney Wallace. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion: Kinney Ribbeck made a motion to approve minutes of the meeting for June 15, 2010. 
Scott Poole seconded. All were in favor.  

BUDGET

Commissioner Strain briefed the Commission on the department’s budget. He stated that the division of Administration, wants to cut its state general funds by another 1/3.  The LDAF budget was $106 million and our expenditures were $114 million, 2.5 years ago. Last year our total expenditures were $80 million.  When the stimulus package came out, the Division of Administration removed state general funds from most state agencies and replaced that with as much stimulus money as possible. In our case, it was about $13 million. I am instructing my offices to closely examine their budgets and look at their core duties. In the Office of Forestry, firefighting is first. After the firefighting and safety comes commerce. We also have to look at what is funded and not funded and what is self generated from fees. Today I have a $6.66 million budget problem; which means I was given $6.66 million less to operate the department than it takes to operate the department as of July 1.  We are looking at many other ways to conserve. We need to look at the way severance tax is collected. That would be money we could draw on for Forestry. Discussion Followed.
Public Comments
George Ramsey addressed the commission on the importance of prescribed burning in the Wildland Urban Interface areas. He also expressed concern about the suppression of wildfire and Forestry being able to do their duties as in the past.  
He also stated that he would like to see the Office of Forestry as a stand alone agency like Wildlife and Fisheries.  He stated, “It is a travesty to see how the Office of Forestry has diminished over the years from where it was twenty five or thirty years ago to where it is now. I am aware that it would take a lot of political maneuvering and probably years to get this achieved, but I would like to see it done once again, whatever it takes”.
Buck Vandersteen commented to the commission on his observation of dedicated funds. The Legislature has a way of saying that: “We only want you to have so much money, so you have this much in dedicated funds. We are going to take the other away in general appropriations, so you stay exactly the way that you are.” So I am just asking what assurances we have that the dedicated funds would be additional dollars to what the state is appropriating and not replacement dollars.  Buck thanked the Office of Forestry for the outstanding work Forestry did to help with the Louisiana Forestry Association’s Annual Meeting. Discussion Followed

DIVISION REPORTS
Each division gave an update on their current progress as per the mail out.  Wade Dubea delivered the updates for the GIS, Management and Aviation divisions. Wade also let the commission members know that we are in the process of reorganization. Discussion followed.

Old Business:
Enforcement Letter

Charlie Greer presented the commission with a copy of the new enforcement warning letter pertaining to logging records. The commission made changes and moved to approve the letter with changes. 
MOTION: A motion was made by Scott Poole; Mike Wolff seconded it.  All were in favor.
Forest Productivity Program  

Wade reported that he had visited with the Consulting Foresters Association at the Louisiana Forestry Association’s Meeting and they discussed mainly FPP. Wade reported to them that we have been successful at turning that program around, and we are now a cash positive system of operation. As funds come into the program, applications will be approved. The commission approved suspending the program and eliminating the backlog. The backlog of applications that were awaiting approval was approximately $1.3 million. As of this time, eighty-five applications have been approved and we are working on the balance.  Wade met with our foresters last week and instructed them as to the new procedures regarding FPP. Discussion followed.
New Business
Election of New Vice Chairman
MOTION: A motion was made by Scott Poole to elect Mike Merritt as the Vice Chairman. It was seconded by Allen Rutherford.  All were in favor.
Executive Session

MOTION:  Motion was made to go into Executive Session at 12:50 by Mike Merritt, seconded by Kenny Ribbeck. All were in favor.
Adjournment

MOTION: A motion was made by Allen Rutherford to adjourn. Scott Poole seconded the motion. All were in favor. Sam Pruitt adjourned the meeting at 2:07 p.m. 

