LOUISIANA FORESTRY COMMISSION
VETERANS MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM

5825 FLORIDA BLVD

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70806

JUNE 15, 2010

MINUTES
CALL TO ORDER

The Louisiana Forestry Commission meeting was called to order by Chairman Sam Pruitt at 10:01 a.m.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Scarlet Arceneaux.
Members Present:  Sam Pruitt, Allen Rutherford, Kenny Ribbeck, Wayne Hagan, Mike Merritt, Scott Poole, Mike Wolff.
Members Not Present:  A quorum was present.
Others Present:  Wade Dubea, Waylan Bennett, Don Smith, Mark Singleton, Mike Thomas, Charlie Greer, Jeremy Coffey, 
Lisa Manda, Buck Vandersteen, Ed Myers. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion: Mike Merritt made a motion to approve minutes of the meeting for March 9, 2010. 
Kenny Ribbeck seconded. All were in favor.  

BUDGET

Wade Dubea reported that the Legislative Session is coming to a close.  We are waiting to receive next year’s budget. The current year’s projected revenue was $24 million and the total spent was $21 million. We are within or below our targeted budget for the year. Discussion followed.

Public Comments
Buck Vandersteen asked about a BMP survey that had been completed.  Mike Thomas reported that he has been working with Dr. Kaller of LSU.  We are currently reviewing the statistics and comparing the survey to others to insure consistency. There was an approximate 20% drop in compliance.  The compliance for this survey is about 73.5%. We are trying to determine what factors caused the decrease.  It could be hurricane or market related.  Discussion followed.

DIVISION REPORTS:
ENFORCEMENT DIVISION
Charlie Greer stated that there have been several timber related arrests this quarter: 
Livingston Parish, Al Suggs, Jr. and Lloyd Triche IV 
Beauregard Parish, John Parks 

Allen Parish, Steven Hess
Discussion followed
PROTECTION DIVISION

Don Smith stated that fire occurrence is low right now due to the wet weather.  Don has been working with the LDAF Incident Management Team on the Gulf Oil Spill.  Discussion followed.
MANAGEMENT DIVISION
Mike Thomas stated that the Stewardship plan numbers were not where they should be this last year. Discussion followed on Forest Stewardship Plan landowners becoming Tree Farmers and getting certification. 
REFORESTATION DIVISION

Wade Dubea stated that Randy Rentz has been working to secure seedling orders in advance. Randy is also working on having containerized loblolly seedlings for next season.  Wade commended Randy for his efforts in operating with limited resources.  The seedling price increase that the Commission approved should aid in achieving a balanced budget for the 2010/11 fiscal year.
AVIATION DIVISION

Kenny Ribbeck made the comment that he really liked the report that Jeremy Coffey included in the division reports this month.

The report was much more detailed on the fires that have been reported.  Jeremy stated that they are tracking and logging the fires as they conduct fire patrols.  This allows our reporting to be much more detailed.  Jeremy asked for a correction to be made on the third page of the division report that he sent out.  The grand total needs to be changed from $190,301.54 to reflect $127,189.31.  Discussion followed.
INFORMATION & EDUCATION DIVISION

Waylan Bennett reported that the 2010 Teacher Tour went very well.  There were 26 teachers registered with 7 last minute cancelations. Thus the number was lower than expected.  We are exploring the option of requiring the participants to pay a $100 deposit to be refunded at registration.  
Old Business:

Mike Merritt reported that in April he met with loggers, companies and consultants from throughout the state.  The primary concern of the group was consecutive tickets.  Charlie Greer of the Office of Forestry Enforcement division was also in attendance for the meeting.  The group discussed the procedure for Forestry Enforcement Officers issuing tickets.  A recommendation was made to first issue a warning for failure to have proper documentation.  The Forestry Commission would receive notification of the warning. A letter would then be sent to the person receiving the warning informing them of the penalties and associated fines. For the second and any following infractions the individual would be summoned to appear before the Forestry Commission for an adjudicatory hearing.  Wade said that he would work with LDAF legal staff to develop a draft of the letter. It would be sent to Commission members for review prior to the next meeting.  
Mike Merritt stated that during the last Commission meeting, a motion was approved to change the maintaining of scale tickets from four (4) years to six (6) years.  He asked that the Commission entertain a motion to amend the rules to accommodate the technology issue for keeping and storing information. 
Motion:  Mike Merritt made a motion to have the legal team look at an amendment to the rules to accommodate the technology issue for keeping and storing information.  Mike Wolff seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 

New Business

Wade proposed an adjustment to accepting FPP applications. The proposal was to cease accepting FPP applications in order to eliminate the backlog or waiting list. As funds became available, the list would be approved and eventually eliminated. Applications would then be accepted during the months of April and May of each year. New applications would then be approved as funds became available thus avoiding a waiting list.  Discussion followed.

MOTION: A motion was made by Scott Poole to stop taking FPP applications on July 1 and fill the backlog of applications.  It was seconded by Wayne Hagan.  All were in favor.
Quarterly Forest PRODUCTS:

Wade reported on the Quarterly Forest Products report.  He stated that at the last LFA meeting, he shared information on getting the word out.  We also had a meeting with our district foresters and instructed them to make contact, encourage reporting and explain the form.  We are now moving into phase two which is a more structured approach.  We may possibly tie it to the forestry forums conducted by the AgCenter extension foresters. 
Personnel:
wade presented to the Commission a Table of Organization chart in order for them to see each position within the Office of Forestry.  Wade also informed the Commission that the Commissioner made a statement at the Legislature that there would be another retirement incentive opportunity for LDAF employees.  Discussion followed.  
ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS

A motion was made by Mike Merritt to allow the current officers to continue to serve for another year:  Sam Pruitt, Chairman and Wayne Hagan, Vice Chairman.
Allen Rutherford seconded. All were in favor.
Adjournment

MOTION: A motion was made by Allen Rutherford to adjourn.  Scott Poole seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Sam Pruitt adjourned the meeting at 12:20 p.m. 
