Fluoridation Advisory Board Meeting Minutes
June 13, 2008
Call in Members:

Members: Pat Credeur, Dr. John Taylor, and Dr. C.J. Richard

Call in Non-Members:

Non-members: Dr. Dionne Richardson and Ward Blackwell

Attending: 

Non-members: Susan Jeansonne and Sean Nolan.
Conference call convened at 10:10 am
Announcements: 

· Louisiana Rural Water Association Conference is July 13-18, 2008, in Alexandria, LA.   The Fluoridation Program will have an informational booth complements of the LRWA.  Depending upon the final disposition for the of the fluoridation mandate bill, the program staff will be prepared to clarify the implications of the mandate.  Fluoridation Advisory Board members are invited and encouraged to visit the conference and the booth.  
· The additional $50,000 dollars for the Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant is not yet available, but we still anticipate receiving the funding in the full amount. 

Board Resolutions: none
Discussions:
· The minutes of the September 14, 2007 and the February 1, 2008 Fluoridation Advisory Board were approved; motion made by Dr. Richard, seconded by Dr. Taylor.
· Status of ongoing fluoridation efforts:

1. The City of Walker has begun ordering equipment.  Sean Nolan has been working with the city and with their engineer to resolve a small problem with their plans.  The cost for the implementation exceeds the contract amount, therefore, we will enter into contract with the city for the 08-09 state fiscal for the balance of the remaining equipment and for 6 months of chemical.  

2. Crowley began fluoridating in May.  One week prior to initiation the fluoridation program sent out a memo to medical professionals, pharmacies and Dialysis Clinics in the Crowley area announcing the implementation.  In addition, DHH prepared and sent a PSA to the Crowley newspaper.  The PSA did not appear in the paper until June 13.  To date the program has received one negative call.  Susan passed on the name and concern of the caller to Dr. Taylor as per his request.
3. No system has reported a chemical supply shortage.  

· Fluoridation Mandate

1. Pat Credeur reported that he was asked to speak to the Legislative Rural Caucus on fluoridation. He expressed to the group LRWA’s support of fluoridation and of the bill.
2. Ward Blackwell led the group in a discussion of the current status of SB 312, fluoridation mandate.  The key points are as follows:
a. The bill has passed the Senate with an amendment changing the percentage of voters needed for a community to opt-out from 30% to 15%.
b. The house passed the bill with one important change which, if it remains, will defeat the intention of the mandate.  The amendment, led by Rep. Rich Nowlin from Natchitoches, added another opt-out provision which allowed for the police jury or governing body to vote on fluoridation after holding a public meeting inviting DHH and the Fluoridation Advisory Broad.  The amendment passed with the support of the rural legislators.  Ward and the members of the Board (on the call) expressed that this bill in its current form would be a step backward. The bill passed the house by a 79-18 vote: nays coming from rural and a few minority legislators.  The LDA sees this amendment as problematic because cities can opt-out for issues not related to fluoridation.  In addition, with the possibly of multiple meetings in multiple cities within a short time span, there is concern that DHH and the LDA will not have time to educated the public nor the governing bodies. 
c. The LDA and key stakeholders will meet to determine the next steps.  There are opportunities to “fix” the bill.  Ward will keep us informed of the progress.   

Status of other Oral Health Program initiatives:
· The Oral Health Screening Project is almost complete.  The screening will conclude in the fall of the 2008-09 school year.   To date the project ahs screened children in almost 60 school.  We anticipate reporting data from the screening to available by the end of the year.
· To conduct and expand the sealant program, we are looking for
Dentists and Hygienists (volunteer or Honorarium) in the above areas to participate in the sealant program.  If you or you know of anyone interested, please contact either Susan or Dionne at 342-7973. 
· The program has applied for a 5-year cooperative agreement opportunity with the CDC to strengthen and expand the infrastructure and capacity of the Oral Health program.  This grant would not provide funds for any direct service.  We should know by the end of July if we receive the funding.  
Next Meeting Information--TBD
SJ
