POST MEETING MINUTES
September 16, 2010

A regular meeting of the Louisiana POST Council was held Thursday, September 16, 2010, at the Shreveport Convention Center in Downtown Shreveport, Louisiana.  Sheriff Jeff Wiley, Chairman, called the meeting to order.  Sheriff Wiley introduced newly appointed POST Council Member, Hon. Reginald Brown, Baton Rouge City Constable and Chairman of the Louisiana Constable’s Association.  Sheriff Wiley also recognized POST Council Member Chief Leland Guin, Tullos Police Department.

ROLL CALL
The following members were present (or represented): Constable Reggie Brown, Sheriff Larry Deen, Capt. Mike Sager (proxy for Col. Mike Edmonson), Chief Hunter Grimes, Chief Leland Guin, Mr. Harry J. Morel, Jr., Sheriff Stephen Prator (Vice-Chairman), Mr. Joey Watson, and Sheriff Jeff Wiley (Chairman).

Staff members present:  Robert Wertz, Rebekah Taylor, Erica Johnson, and Michelle Fuchs.

Guests present:  Sgt. Carl Dabadie (Baton Rouge Police Department), Capt. Wendell Raborn (Iberia Parish Sheriff’s Office), Lt. Ethel Queen (Alexandria Police Department), Roger Tully (Alexandria Police Department), Sybil Richard (Red River Delta Regional Planning District), Col. Don Rittenberry (Bossier Parish Sheriff’s Office), Major David Walden (Bossier Parish Sheriff’s Office), Joseph Salmon (Pineville Police Department), Capt. Curtis Soileau (Calcasieu Parish Sheriff’s Office), Caldwell A. Flood, Jr. (Tensas Parish – Waterproof), Lionel Peafers, Jr. (Tensas Parish – Waterproof), Gloria Connelly (New Orleans Police Department), Sgt. Clifford Gatlin (Alexandria Police Department), Jobie Moore (Caddo Parish Sheriff’s Office), Gray Pah (Caddo Parish Sheriff’s Office), D.E. Stevens (Caddo Parish Sheriff’s Office), Deputy Karyn Derdier (Terrebonne Parish Sheriff’s Office), Lt. Mike Holcomb (Terrebonne Parish Sheriff’s Office), Capt. Kenny Sanders (Caddo Parish Sheriff’s Office), Capt. Danny Milan (Slidell Police Department), Maria-Kay Chetta (Orleans Regional Planning District), Capt. Randy Mata (Lafayette Parish Sheriff’s Office), Larry Landry (St. Martin Parish Sheriff’s Office),  Judy Broussard (St. Mary Parish Sheriff’s Office), and Lt. Michael Tong (Shreveport Police Department).

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Sheriff Deen made a motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Sheriff Prator seconded the motion and the motion passed.  
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CONSENT AGENDA

Academy Evaluations

Ms. Taylor presented the Academy Evaluations for the Baton Rouge Police Department Training Academy, Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office Training Academy, Orleans Parish Criminal Sheriff’s Office Academy, Probation & Parole Training Academy, Slidell Regional Training Academy and Satellite (St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office), and Wildlife & Fisheries Basic Training Academy.  Sheriff Prator made a motion to approve all Academy Evaluations presented.  Constable Brown seconded the motion and the motion passed.

Academy Site Evaluations

Ms. Taylor presented the Academy Site Evaluations for the North Delta Regional Training Academy (New Facility Inspection) and the St. Mary Parish Sheriff’s Office Training Academy (New Firing Range Evaluation).  Sheriff Deen made a motion to approve both Academy Site Evaluations presented.  Chief Grimes seconded the motion and the motion passed. 

POST Firearms Instructor Status Requests

Ms. Taylor presented the following POST Firearms Instructor Status Requests: Charles Whitmer (Gretna Police Department), Andrew Gremillion (Ascension Parish Sheriff’s Office), and Ronald Schleuter (Wisner Police Department).  After some discussion, Constable Brown made a motion to approve the requests.  Sheriff Deen seconded the motion and the motion passed.  

Mr. Morel requested POST Staff be able to review/consider the POST Firearms Instructor Status requests from Agency Heads on a case-by-case basis, and have the authority to approve or deny those requests.  Mr. Morel also requested the POST Staff review and revise the POST Firearms Instructor Policy to include automatic status for POST Firearms Instructors who meet a certain level of experience or years of service.  After some discussion, Chief Grimes made a motion for the POST Staff to be able consider/approve the Firearms Instructor Status requests from Agency Heads that state assumed liability, and submit the requested revisions of the Firearms Instructor Policies for approval at the next Council Meeting.  Chief Guin seconded the motion and the motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS

In-Service Training Program Update

Mr. Wertz gave the Council an update and background on the development of the In-Service Training Program. The In-Service Training Committee met on September 9, 2010, and began to discuss core topics and penalties for non-compliance.  Mr. Wertz also informed the Council the POST Staff would be conducting a survey of all law enforcement agencies concerning possible elective topics.  After some discussion, Sheriff Wiley directed the Council members to begin thinking about possibilities of penalties for non-compliance, and have suggestions ready to discuss at the next Council Meeting.  
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NEW BUSINESS

Course Certification Request  - “Domestic Violence Law Enforcement Training” – LA Department of Justice, Office of the Attorney General with LA Supreme Court & LA Protective Order Registry

Ms. Taylor presented the course to the Council for certification.  After some discussion, Sheriff Deen made a motion to certify the course.  Chief Grimes seconded the motion and the motion passed.

Administrative Rule Change – Title 22, Section 4705 “Registration of Officers”

Ms. Taylor presented the proposed changes to the Council, informing the membership that the changes are needed to make the Administrative Rule match LA Revised Statutes, Title 40 (POST Law).  After some discussion, Sheriff Deen made a motion to approve the proposed changes.  Chief Grimes seconded the motion and the motion passed.

POST Basic Manual Update – Legal Aspects – Changes from 2010 Legislative Session

Ms. Taylor presented the needed changes to the POST Basic Curriculum to reflect the changes made during the 2010 Regular Legislative Session.  Chief Grimes made a motion to approve the changes.  Constable Brown seconded the motion and the motion passed.

OTHER BUSINESS

Ms. Taylor presented a Certification Extension Request from Chief Frank Edwards (Independence Police Department) for officers Lynn Ducote, Floyd Cooksey, Hope Foster, Lisa Weinstein, and Carla Cooksey.  Ms. Taylor informed the Council POST Staff had provisionally approved the requests, and the staff is requesting/recommending ratification of those approvals.  Sheriff Prator made a motion to ratify the approval of the requests.  Chief Grimes seconded the motion and the motion passed.

Sheriff Wiley presented a request from Chief Donald D. Dixon, Jr., Lake Charles Police Department.  Chief Dixon’s request is for a waiver of all aspects of the POST Basic Curriculum except the “Legal Aspects” block, and the POST Basic Exam, to obtain POST Basic Certification.  Ms. Taylor informed the current membership of the April 23, 1992, decision by the Council that stated federal experience/training would not be accepted in lieu of local experience or POST Training.  Sheriff Wiley informed the Council that federal agencies do not accept local experience or POST Training in lieu of their training, so therefore it cannot be reciprocal.  After some discussion, Sheriff Prator made a motion to deny the waiver request from Chief Dixon.  Constable Brown seconded the motion and the motion passed.

Sheriff Wiley made a call for any other business, and none was heard.

Mr. Morel made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Sheriff Deen seconded the motion and the motion passed.

