POST MEETING MINUTES
February 24, 2011

A regular meeting of the Louisiana POST Council was held Thursday, February 24, 2011, at the Belle of Baton Rouge Hotel in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Sheriff Jeff Wiley, Chairman, called the meeting to order.

ROLL CALL
The following members were present (or represented): Constable Reginald Brown, Sr., Mr. Mike Thompson (proxy for Mr. James D. “Buddy” Caldwell), Col. Don Rittenberry (proxy for Sheriff Larry Deen), Lt. David McClendon (proxy for Col. Mike Edmonson), Chief Hunter Grimes, Chief Chad Leger, Sheriff Steve Prator, Mr. Joey Watson, and Sheriff Jeff Wiley (Chairman).

Staff members present:  Robert Wertz, Rebekah Taylor, Tyler Downing, and Scott Murrell.

Guests present:  Ms. Dolores Arce-Kaptain (East Baton Rouge Parish DA’s Office), Mr. Mark Dumain (East Baton Rouge Parish DA’s Office), Mr. Russ Hebert (East Baton Rouge Parish DA’s Office), Lt. Bruce Teutsch (Bossier Parish Sheriff’s Office), Mr. Scooter Rushing (Bossier Parish Sheriff’s Office), Major Sam Moody (St. John Parish Sheriff’s Office), Ethel Queen (Alexandria Police Dept.), Chief Roger Tulley (Alexandria Police Dept.), Danny Jackson (LA Sheriff’s Association), Capt. Ernie Demma (New Orleans Police Dept.), Mr. Alonzo Iorio (St. Martin Parish Sheriff’s Office), Major David Walden (Bossier Parish Sheriff’s Office), Lt .Jeremy Granier (Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office), Ms. Patsy Netherland (Rapides Parish Sheriff’s Office), Mr. Robert Moore (Iberia Parish Sheriff’s Office), and Capt. Paul Venable (East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office).

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Sheriff Prator made a motion to add language to the “Other Business”.  The motion made by Chief Leger to allow POST Staff the power to consider/approve waiver requests should have also included “the POST Council must ratify all waiver requests approved by POST Staff.”  Constable Brown seconded the motion and the motion passed. 

Constable Brown made a motion to approve the minutes, with changes, of the last meeting.  Chief Grimes seconded the motion and the motion passed.  

CONSENT AGENDA

Ms. Taylor presented all the items on the Consent Agenda to the Council.
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The Firearms Instructor Status request for Capt. Chris Bittick (LA Tech University Police Dept.) was recommended for approval.  The POST/FBI Instructor Development Course Waiver requests for Lea R. Hall (ADA, 1st JDC District Attorney’s Office) and Deputy Clint Robins (Bossier Parish Sheriff’s Office) were recommended for approval.  Sheriff Prator made a motion to approve all items on the Consent Agenda.  Chief Grimes seconded the motion and the motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS

In-Service Training Program Update

Mr. Wertz informed the Council the vendor has completed the necessary Learning Management System (LMS) and the first training module (Louisiana Automated Victim Notification System (LAVNS) overview) has been completed.  No action taken at this time, no motion needed.

NEW BUSINESS

Administrative Rule Change (Title 22) – Section 4750A. “Firearms”

Ms. Taylor presented the proposed change for public comment. Chief Grimes made a motion for final approval of the change.  Sheriff Prator seconded the motion and the motion passed.  The change (18 months to 13 months) will take effect July 1, 2011.

OTHER BUSINESS

Sheriff Wiley presented a waiver request for Dolores Arce-Kaptain (East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office) on behalf of District Attorney Hilar Moore.  If approved, the waiver would allow Ms. Arce-Kaptain to attend a Basic Refresher instead of a full Basic Academy.  POST Staff recommended to consider/approve waivers on a “case-by-case” basis.  After some discussion, Constable Brown made a motion to approve the waiver request.  Sheriff Prator seconded the motion and the motion passed.

Sheriff Wiley requested that Ms. Taylor give the Council members an update on the previously discussed topic of possible POST Certification of Communications Officers.  Ms. Taylor informed the Council that Communications Officers must be added to the definition of “Peace Officer” before any POST certification could be required.  After some discussion, Sheriff Wiley made a motion to have the Louisiana Academy Directors Association (LEAD) form a committee for the purpose of curriculum development.  Chief Grimes seconded the motion and the motion passed.

Sheriff Wiley made a call for any other business, and none was heard.

Sheriff Prator made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Constable Brown seconded the motion and the motion passed.

