LOUISIANA COMMISSION ON LAW ENFORCEMENT

COMMISSION MEETING
November 18, 2010






    REVISED

CALL TO ORDER

Sheriff Jeff Wiley, Chairman of the Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement, called the meeting to order.

The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Sheriff Mike Cazes, Invocation lead by Sheriff Larry Deen. Ms. Erica Matthews the Secretary to the Commission reported that a quorum was present.

Commission members or their representatives that were present: Mr. Frank Besson;Mr. Harry Morel for David Burton; Ron Rittenberry for Judge Brown; Mike Thompson for Attorney General “Buddy” Caldwell; Sheriff Mike Cazes; Cynthia Austin for Paul Connick, Jr.; Sheriff Austin Daniel; Sheriff Larry Deen; Captain Mike Sager for Colonel Mike Edmonson; Sonja McCoy for Ricky Edwards; Roger Harris for Jean Faria; Chief Leland Guin; Sheriff Wayne Jones; Sheriff Sid Gautreaux; David Kent; Nancy Konrad; Chief Chad Leger; Mr. Bill Landry; Judge Carter for Mike Lanier; Genie Powers for Secretary James LeBlanc; Dr. Mary Livers; Bobby Robinson for Sheriff Tony Mancuso; Sheriff Jeff Wiley for Sheriff Randy Maxwell; Steven May; Kevin Cobb for Judge Rudolph McIntyre; Mr. Harry Morel; Captain K. Sanders for Sheriff Stephen Prator; Sheriff Mark Shumate; Mike Knapps for Carlos Stout; Chief Administrator J.D. Thornton; Bobby Washington; Sheriff Jeff Wiley; Mr. Patrick Yoes.

LCLE Staff present includes Mr. Joey Watson, Executive Director; Mr. Robert Mehrtens; Mr. Bob Wertz; Ms. Kathy Guidry; Ms. Erica Matthews; Ms. Charlotte Gautreau; Ms. Fredia Dunn; Mr. Rob Farmer; Mr. Carle Jackson; Ms. Margaret Watson; Ms. Michelle Fuchs; Ms. Sonya Lars; Mr. Rustin Legendre; Mr. Ron Schulingkamp; Ms. Opal West; Ms. Rebekah Taylor; Mr. James Franklin.

Consideration of Minutes

Sheriff Jeff Wiley asked for a motion to approve the minutes as presented (from September 16, 2010). Sheriff Stephen Prator made a motion for approval. Captain Mike Sager seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

OLD BUSINESS

Report of the Priorities Committee

Mr. Joey Watson reported that the Priorities Committee met on September 3, 2010 with a quorum present. 

The Committee approved all remaining Allocations, Grant Applications, Increases, and Adjustments that were presented to the Priorities Committee. This concludes the report of the Priorities Committee.

Mr. Watson asked for a motion to approve the Priorities Committee report as presented. Sheriff Deen made a motion for approval. Captain Sager seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Report of the Victim Services Advisory Board

Mr. Harry Morel reported that the Victim Services Advisory Board met at the Holiday Inn South in Baton Rouge at 1:30 p.m., Wednesday, November 17, 2010.  A quorum was present. The Board recommends approval for 11 CVA Allocations for Fiscal Year 2010 totaling $438,986. The Board recommends 7 VAWA Allocations for Fiscal Year 2010 totaling $106,817 with the following special conditions that the Office on Violence Against Women approves the State’s 2010-2012 Implementation Plan and the approves the waiver request on the required match on the non profit organizations requirement. The Board recommends approval for 1 VAWA proposed increase totaling $750,000 and 1 ARRA VAWA proposed increase totaling $15,543. The Board recommends approval for 80 CVA applications totaling $3,212,747 and 7 VAWA applications totaling $157,668 with the special condition that applications must meet staff’s review and approval. This concludes the Victim Services Advisory Board Report.

Report of the Violent Crime & Drug Policy Board

Mr. Harry Morel reported that the Drug Control and Violent Crime Policy Board met at the Holiday Inn South in Baton Rouge, at 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, November 17, 2010. A quorum was present. The Board recommends approval to six agencies’ request for a waiver of the 48-month project period. The Board recommends approval for 5 Allocations for Fiscal Year 2009 totaling $62,053 and 19 allocations for Fiscal Year 2010 totaling $354,700. The Board recommends approval for 62 non-confidential applications totaling $1,581,698 and 19 confidential applications totaling $656,601 with a special condition that applications must meet staff’s review and approval prior to award. The Board also recommends approval on the sole source waiver to B10-5-027, Point Coupee Parish Sheriff’s Office, “Information Systems Upgrade” in the amount of $10,000.

This concludes the Drug Control and Violent Crime Policy Board report.

Mr. Morel asked for a motion to approve the report as presented. Sheriff Prator made a motion for approval. Sheriff Deen seconded the motion. The motion passed.

JJDP Advisory Board

Mr. Bill Landry reported that the JJDP Advisory Board met at the Holiday Inn South in Baton Rouge at 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, November 17, 2010.  A quorum was present. The Board recommends approval for 5 JJDP allocations for Fiscal Year 2010 totaling $124,799 and 1 Title V Fiscal Year 2010 totaling $28,315. The Board recommends approval for 2 JJDP proposed increases totaling $10,027. The Board recommends approval for 11 JJDP applications totaling $200,066 with a special condition that applications must meet staff’s review and approval. The Board also recommends approval of sole source waiver to J10-1-001, LA United Methodist Children & Family Services, Inc., “Job Readiness/Skills Retention” in the amount of $26,141 and to J09-7-002, Jefferson Parish Juvenile Court, “Restorative Practices” in the amount of $27,206. This concludes the JJDP Advisory Board Report.

Mr. Landry asked for a motion to approve the report as presented. Captain Sager made a motion for approval. Sheriff Deen seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Call for Other Old Business

Sheriff Jeff Wiley asked if there was any other new business that anyone would like to discuss.

There was no other old business to discuss.

NEW BUSINESS

Sheriff Jeff Wiley called for a presentation of the district grant applications. Sheriff Deen made a motion for approval of all grants in globo. Mr. Landry seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

OTHER BUSINESS

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)

Mr. Robert Mehrtens reported that we have 10 ARRA Subgrant Adjustment Requests. Of the 10 requests 6 are budget category requests/changes. 1 of the requests is for  a vehicle waiver, 1 is a change of scope and 1 is an increase as well as a sole source request. On page 3 there is a de-obligation request for Jefferson Davis Parish Sheriff Office. They are de-obligating $89,089 from the ARRA for the narcotic task force. They have sent that money back and that money has been reallocated to the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association for maintenance and support of the LACCIE information system. 

There is also a request for new funding in ARRA for $20,000 for the Louisiana Department of Justice for a technical program that can go statewide and assist an agency in training for apprehension protection.  

Sheriff Wiley asked for a motion to approve the report as presented. Captain Sager made a motion for approval. Sheriff Cazes seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Mr. Mehrtens reported that for the Medal of Honor Ceremony we have 7 officers who have lost their lives in the line of duty in 2010. We will be honoring these officers in May of 2011.  

OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Bob Wertz reported that the Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcements budget is one that consists of several different kinds of funds. We have funds that are collected from statutory dedications and a tobacco tax that funds DARE. We are asking the Commission’s support on the statutory dedication for Drug Abuse and Education Treatment Program (DAET). This involves article 895.11E and what we are budgeted for in this program is approximately $733,000 each year. The problem is that the amount of funds that are being collected is much less. This budget is set up to fund grant programs like Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE), Residential Treatment Assistance Abuse Programs and other substance abuse programs. The problem is that the Commission cannot award against the budget that has no cash behind it. We are asking the Commission to support a resolution of support to ask the District Attorneys and the Courts to begin accessing this fee. 

Mr. Joey Watson reported that we are asking the District Attorneys to make that request on drug cases as a part of the penalty because it is in statute that it can be done but the judge has to impose it. It can be $50 to $100 with a maximum of $100 that they would pay. 

Mr. Bob Wertz reported that the statute was passed in the late 80’s early 90’s along with dedication for Crime Victim Reparations. 

Sheriff Wiley asked for a resolution from the Commission asking the perspective judges to adhere and we will reference the legislative act and the law for the $50 to $100, and also ask the District Attorneys to prompt the judges on this. Sheriff Wiley and Mr. Morel will draft this on behalf of the Commission. Sheriff Deen made a motion to approve. Captain Sager seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

Mr. Bob Wertz reported that the staff has drafted a proposed bill that will allow the citizens of Louisiana to check off on their tax return to assist with Victim Services of the Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement. Primarily what that check off can be used for is to help fund Louisiana Automated Victim Notification Service (LAVNS). This is just an FYI we will come back to you with the exact bill so that we can have the support. 

If this does go to the legislature they will want to know if there are groups and organizations like the Commission that will support our legislation. We will come back to the Commission at that time and ask for support.

With no other business to discuss Mr. Joey Watson announced that the next Commission Meeting would be February 24, 2011 location to be determined.    

Sheriff Wiley asked for a motion to adjourn. Sheriff Deen made a motion to adjourn. Chief Judge Brown seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

Meeting Adjourned
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