Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry 

Boll Weevil Eradication Commission Meeting
August 23, 2011
10:00 A.M.

Scott Research & Extension Education Center

212 Macon Ridge Rd.

Winnsboro, LA 71295

Minutes
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Jack Daily at 10:02 A.M.

ROLL CALL
The roll was called by Bridgette Ott.

Members present:  Todd Parker (representing Commissioner Strain), Dr. Roger Leonard, Jack Dailey, Boyd Holley, George LaCour, Tim White, Ben Guthrie and Travis Walker.
Members absent: Danny Logan
Others present:  LDAF employees Marc Bordelon, Craig Roussel, Kurt Moreau, John Dumas, Nathan Oliver, Nolan Adcock, Gene Edmondson, Martin Close, Vernon Thomas, Bridgette Ott, Becky Wilkerson, Mike Turner, National Cotton Council of Louisiana and Jess Barr, Louisiana Cotton and Grain Association.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion:  Mr. LaCour made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 15, 2011

 meeting.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Walker and passed unanimously.

REVIEW OF FAILED ACRES

Jason T. Condrey, East Carroll Parish- Planted 2,940.8 acres; failed 633.8 acres due to seep water; cotton was mapped and trapped; few scattered plants remaining on turn row, did not pay the assessment on failed cotton.  
Motion:  Mr. Holley made a motion to not waive the assessment.  Producer owes the assessment on 633.88 acres; late fee will be waived if paid within 30 days.  The motion was seconded by Mr. LaCour; the motion passed unanimously.
Mark Decuir, Avoyelles Parish- Planted 566.90 acres; failed 100.00 acres; cotton was not

mapped but trapped; no cotton plants remaining; paid the assessment on all acres.

Motion: Mr. Holley made a motion to waive the assessment on 100% of failed acres.  Producer will be refunded total amount paid on failed acres.  The motion was seconded by Mr. LaCour; the motion passed unanimously.
Alan Doyle, Tensas Parish- Planted 667.6 acres; failed 273.8 acres; cotton was not mapped or trapped; no cotton plants remaining; paid the assessment on all acres.
Motion: Mr. LaCour made a motion to waive the assessment on 100 % of failed acres. Producer will be refunded total amount paid on failed acres. The motion was seconded by Mr. Parker; motion passed unanimously.

Craig Laborde, Avoyelles Parish- Planted 513.6 acres; failed 103.0 acres; cotton was mapped and are still trapping; no plants remaining; paid the assessment on all acres.
Motion: Mr. Holley made a motion to waive the assessment on 50% of the failed acres.  Producer will be refunded for 51.50 acres. The motion was seconded by Mr. Walker; motion passed unanimously.

Paul Miller, Avoyelles Parish- Planted 1000.5 acres; failed 244.0 acres; cotton was mapped and are still trapping; no plants remaining; did not pay for failed acres.
Motion: Mr. Holley made a motion to waive the assessment on 50% of failed acres.  Producer will have to pay for 122.0 acres; late fee will be waived on failed acres if paid within 30 days.  The motion was seconded by Mr. LaCour; motion passed unanimously.

Ed Patrick, East Carroll Parish- Planted 656.25 acres; failed 300.50 acres; cotton was mapped not trapped; no plants remaining; did not pay for failed acres.
Motion: Mr. Walker made a motion to waive the assessment on 50% of failed acres.  Producer will have to pay for 150.25 acres; late fee will be waived on failed acres if paid within 30 days.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Parker; motion passed unanimously.

Clay Roblin, Avoyelles Parish- Planted 518.9 acres; failed 294.3; cotton was not mapped or trapped; a couple plants remain on the side of bayou; did not pay on failed acres.
Motion: Mr. Holley made a motion to waive the assessment on 100% of failed acres; Producer did not pay for failed so no payment is due.  The motion was seconded by Mr. LaCour; motion passed unanimously.

Kent Roblin, Avoyelles Parish- Planted 310.8 acres; failed 174.6; cotton was not mapped but trapped; a couple of plants remain; did not pay on failed acres.
Motion: Mr. Holley made a motion to waive the assessment on 100% of failed acres; Producer did not pay for failed acres so no payment is due.  The motion was seconded by Mr. LaCour; motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Bordelon spoke on the new change in the Boll Weevil regulations passed by the commission in March of 2011, referring to collecting assessments; they should be published in September.  Mr. Bordelon stated that the collection process is going well, we have collected to date this year $1,460,298.42. In September of 2010 we collected $1,450.956.00.  Liens will be placed on the unpaid assessments.  Mr. Bordelon discussed the credit that we have with Cheminova totaling the amount of $69,567; the decision will be made by the end of this year if we are going to receive the money or keep the credit on the books.  Mr. Bordelon stated that we still have three totes on hand; no weevils have been caught this year.  Marked weevils and beads have been put in traps; the whole process is going well.  Mr. Bordelon discussed the protocol regarding the placement of traps in corn fields that have live cotton plants. 
NEW BUSINESS
There was no new business.
REPORT FOR COMMISSIONER STRAIN
Mr. Parker reported that everything is going well with the department; new legislation passed this year to allow any left over assessments that are collected every year to be put a fund within LAFA  to be used for emergencies; the total to be deposited this year is $310,000.

UPDATE FROM THE DIRECTOR
Mr. Bordelon stated that we have mapped 289,289 acres so far this year. Last year, we had 255,000 total acres. 
TECHANICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAC) REPORT
Dr. Roger Leonard stated his concerns on volunteer cotton; how the program was going to address it.  
Motion: Mr. LaCour made a motion that the TAC committee come up with guidelines of protocol dealing with volunteer cotton. Public comments were asked for.  There were no public comments.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Walker; the motion passed unanimously. 
 ADDITIONAL BUISNESS 
Mr. Bordelon asked the commission to review the collection of assessments on skip row cotton.  Producers are questioning having to pay for the acres in the skip.
Motion: Mr. Holley made a motion that we count cotton fields as whole fields and the skip be included. We use the total field when billing assessments.  Public comments were asked for.  There were no public comments.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Parker; the motion passed unanimously.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m.
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