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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Morning, everyone.· I'd like to call the

·3· ·Board of Commerce & Industry meeting for August 29th,

·4· ·2018 to order.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Daria Vinning, I'd like to welcome

·6· ·you to the Board.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·She's the replacement for Melissa, so,

·8· ·welcome to C&I.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.· Please call roll.

13· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· We have a Dr. Shawn Wilson on

15· ·behalf of Governor John Bel Edwards.

16· · · · · · · ·DR. S. WILSON:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

18· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Don Briggs on behalf of Lieutenant

20· ·Governor Billy Nungesser.

21· · · · · · · ·MR. BRIGGS:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

23· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Representative Devillier on behalf of

25· ·Represent Neil Abramson.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. DEVILLIER:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Mayor Glenn Brasseaux representing

·5· ·Thomas Carmody.

·6· · · · · · · ·MAYOR BRASSEAUX:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

·8· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Yvette Cola.

10· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

11· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Major Coleman.

13· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

14· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Rickey Fabra.

16· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

17· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Manuel "Manny" Fajardo.

19· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

20· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

21· · · · · · · · · ·Jerry Jones.

22· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

24· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Heather Malone.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MS. MALONE:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Senator Danny Martiny.

·5· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·6· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Charles "Robbie" Miller.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

10· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Jan Moller.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Here.

14· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Senator Norbert Chabert on behalf of

16· ·Senator JP Morrell.

17· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

18· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Secretary Don Pierson.

20· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

21· · · · · · · · · ·Present.

22· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Scott Richard.

24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

25· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:
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·1· · · ·Darrel Saizan.

·2· ·(No response.)

·3· ·MS. VINNING:

·4· · · ·Danny Schexnaydre.

·5· ·(No response.)

·6· ·MS. VINNING:

·7· · · ·Ronnie Slone.

·8· ·MR. SLONE:

·9· · · ·Here.

10· ·MS. VINNING:

11· · · ·Bobby Williams, Junior.

12· ·(No response.)

13· ·MS. VINNING:

14· · · ·Steve Windham.

15· ·MR. WINDHAM:

16· · · ·Here.

17· ·MS. VINNING:

18· · · ·Dr. Woodrow Wilson, Junior.

19· ·DR. W. WILSON:

20· · · ·Here.

21· ·MS. VINNING:

22· · · ·Twelve present.· We have a quorum.

23· ·MR. WINDHAM:

24· · · ·Thank you, Ms. Vinning.

25· · · ·I'd like to welcome Mr. Don Briggs and
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·1· ·Secretary Dr. Shawn Wilson to the Board.· I know you

·2· ·guys have been oriented on the process and procedures,

·3· ·and I see Dr. Wilson has his little handbook in case

·4· ·there's anything he needs to look up.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Also, I believe we have another lady,

·6· ·Ms. Tanita Gilbert-Baker, who has been appointed as a

·7· ·replacement for Millie Atkins, and she has not made it

·8· ·yet.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·And I would like to point out that

10· ·Senator Chabert has arrived.

11· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Did everyone have a chance

12· ·to read the minutes?

13· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion to approve the

14· ·minutes?

15· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Representative Carmody; seconded

16· ·by Jerry Jones.

17· · · · · · · · · ·Any questions, changes?

18· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

20· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

21· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

23· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Now we'll move on to Quality Jobs

·3· ·Program presented by Frank Favaloro.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· I have four Quality Jobs

·6· ·applications:· 20130129, Vivace Corporation, Orleans;

·7· ·20151264, Indorama Ventures Olefins, LLC, in Calcasieu;

·8· ·20161807, HR Nu Blu Energy, LLC in West Baton Rouge; and

·9· ·20170270, Total Quality Logistics, LLC in Orleans.

10· · · · · · · · · ·That conclude the new applications.

11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments from the public

13· ·concerning the new applications for the Quality Jobs

14· ·Program?

15· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board

18· ·members?

19· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

21· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion to approve?

22· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Mr. Slone; seconded by Mayor

23· ·Brasseaux.

24· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

25· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

·3· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·I have three renewal Quality Jobs

·8· ·applications:· 20130960, PPG Industries, Inc.,

·9· ·Calcasieu; 20110182, Greatwide Dedicated Transport III,

10· ·LLC in St. Tammany; 20131052, CPX Interactive, LLC,

11· ·Orleans.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments from the public

14· ·concerning these renewals?

15· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board

18· ·members?

19· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

21· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion to approve?

22· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Ms. Malone; seconded by

23· ·Representative Carmody.

24· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

25· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with "nay."

·3· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·We have one late renewal request.· The

·8· ·initial contract expired on 12/31 of '17.· Late renewal

·9· ·request was July 23rd of '18, and it expired at the end

10· ·of February, February 28th.

11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

12· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Is there a representative

13· ·from Dyno Nobel Louisiana Ammonia with us today?

14· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward identify yourself.

15· · · · · · · · · ·Please identify yourself.

16· · · · · · · ·MS. ELDER:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Hi.· My name is Heidi Elder from Dyno

18· ·Nobel.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

20· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Can you tell us why it was

21· ·late.

22· · · · · · · ·MS. ELDER:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· Regrettably we had an eternal firm

24· ·that was handling a lot of these contracts.· They did

25· ·our initial registration for us.· We decided to
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·1· ·discontinue their services and hand it over to our

·2· ·already burdened tax department.· It did not go as

·3· ·smoothly as we had hoped, and regrettably we missed this

·4· ·very important deadline.· So we are here to ask that

·5· ·that be renewed and the penalties waived.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Generally the penalties have

·8· ·not been waived.· It's been the posture of this Board to

·9· ·not waive the penalties.

10· · · · · · · · · ·So with that, unless there are any

11· ·extenuating circumstances by the Board members.

12· · · · · · · · · ·Representative Carmody.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, sir.· Are you making that in the

15· ·form of a motion?

16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

17· · · · · · · · · ·I'm entertaining one, yes.

18· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

19· · · · · · · · · ·I consider that.

20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

21· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones.

22· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Have they had any instances of being

24· ·late in the past?

25· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·We've had one application last year

·2· ·presented to the Board, and there was a 20 percent

·3· ·reduction, one year.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·So this is the second time it's been

·6· ·late?

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Not for this company, no, sir.· We've

·9· ·only had one Quality Jobs contract renewal that's been

10· ·late.

11· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Let me make sure my question is clear.

13· · · · · · · · · ·Has this company ever been late?

14· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:

15· · · · · · · · · ·No, sir.

16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

17· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· So we have a motion on the

18· ·floor; second by Mr. Slone.

19· · · · · · · · · ·Any further discussion?

20· · · · · · · · · ·The motion is to restrict it by one

21· ·year, by 20 percent.

22· · · · · · · · · ·Any further discussions?

23· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

25· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."
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·1· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

·4· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Heidi.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·We have three requests for change in

10· ·ownership for the following contracts:· 20131171, Murphy

11· ·Energy Corporation to NGL Energy Operating, LLC in East

12· ·Feliciana; 20110182, Greatwide Dedicated Transport III,

13· ·LLC to Cardinal Logistics Management Corporation in St.

14· ·Tammany; and 20151041, Pin Oak Holdings, LLC to Pin Oak

15· ·Organization, LLC, St. John the Baptist.

16· · · · · · · · · ·That concludes the change in ownership.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

18· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Are there any comments from

19· ·the public concerning the name changes for the Quality

20· ·Jobs Program?

21· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board?

24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Made by President Miller; seconded by

·2· ·Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·I have two Dr. Wilsons up here, so there

·4· ·may be a little confusion once in a while, but I may

·5· ·call one of them Shawn.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

·7· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay".

10· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:

14· · · · · · · · · ·That concludes QJ.

15· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

16· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Favaloro.

17· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have the Restoration Tax

18· ·Abatement Program presented by Ms. Becky Lambert.

19· · · · · · · ·MS. LAMBERT:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· We have 11 new

21· ·applications to present.· First one is 20131308, 417

22· ·Royal Restaurant, LLC in Orleans:· 20170046, Academy

23· ·Real Estate, LLC, Orleans; 20161859, Bud Rip's, Orleans;

24· ·20120221, Echolstar Investments, LLC, Ouachita;

25· ·20141093, Hall Downtown, LLC, Ouachita; 20120286,
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·1· ·Michael Echols Enterprises, Ouachita; 20120938, Michael

·2· ·Echols Enterprises, Ouachita; 20121220, Michael Echols

·3· ·Enterprises, Ouachita; 20121281, Michael Echols

·4· ·Enterprises, Ouachita; 20161898, Third Floor Properties,

·5· ·Ouachita; 20180157, Troy D. Cheramie, Jefferson.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·This concludes the new applications for

·7· ·a total investments of $16,640,000.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Lambert.· And I assume

10· ·all of the documents supporting the projects are in

11· ·order and on file with the Department?

12· · · · · · · ·MS. LAMBERT:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· In fact, some of these

14· ·applications would have been presented at an earlier

15· ·time except that the resolutions had not come to the

16· ·Department, and upon investigation with the assessor's

17· ·office and the company, we learned that some of the

18· ·resolutions had not been sent.· They were assuming that

19· ·if one person sent it, then the other person sent it.

20· ·And until I received them completely from the local

21· ·governing authority representative, they don't come to

22· ·you.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

24· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you very much and good

25· ·job.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments from the public

·2· ·concerning the new applications for the Restoration Tax

·3· ·Abatement Program?

·4· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board?

·7· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion to approve them?

10· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Mr. Moller; seconded by Dr.

11· ·Shawn Wilson.

12· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

13· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

16· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

19· · · · · · · ·MS. LAMBERT:

20· · · · · · · · · ·We have one renewal application for

21· ·20120912, Vantage Health Plan, Inc. DBA Monroe

22· ·Development, LLC in Ouachita.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

24· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Are there any comments from

25· ·the public concerning the renewal of the Restoration Tax
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·1· ·Abatement Program?

·2· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Any comments from the Board?

·5· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Motion made by Dr. Woodrow Wilson;

·8· ·seconded by Representative Carmody.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

12· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with "nay".

13· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

16· · · · · · · ·MS. LAMBERT:

17· · · · · · · · · ·The last item for the Restoration Tax

18· ·Abatement Program is a name change request for a company

19· ·in St. Tammany Parish, 20161825, formerly named Abita

20· ·Guest House, LLC.· The new name is Abita Springs Hotel,

21· ·LLC.

22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments concerning the

24· ·name change for the Restoration Tax Abatement Program?

25· · · · · · · ·(No response.)
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board?

·3· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Motion made by Mayor Brasseaux; seconded

·6· ·by Mr. Slone.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

·8· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

10· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

11· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

12· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

14· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Lambert.

15· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have the Enterprise Zone

16· ·presented by Joyce Metoyer.

17· · · · · · · ·MS. METOYER:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· I have eight new

19· ·applications:· 20141171, Affinity Health Group, LLC,

20· ·Ouachita Parish; 20181190, Alder Hotel Partners, LLC,

21· ·Orleans Parish; 20150913, Capital City Produce, LLC,

22· ·East Baton Rouge Parish; 20151094, Monsanto Company &

23· ·Subsidiaries, St. Charles Parish; 20180722, Turner

24· ·Industries Group, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish;

25· ·20181931, Domain CAC, LLC, Orleans Parish; 20140958, Our

http://www.torresreporting.com/


·1· ·Lady of the Lake Ascension Community Hospital,

·2· ·Incorporated, Ascension Parish; and 20151193, Park 80

·3· ·Hotels, LLC, Ascension Parish.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Metoyer, and I assume all

·6· ·of their paperwork is in order for the program?

·7· · · · · · · ·MS. METOYER:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, sir.

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments from the public

11· ·concerning the new applications for the Enterprise Zone

12· ·Program?

13· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Any questions or comments from the Board

16· ·concerning any applications?

17· · · · · · · · · ·Representative Carmody.

18· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Chairman, just a quick one, and I'm

20· ·sure Mr. Secretary could probably address it, Monsanto,

21· ·640-million investment in St. Charles Parish for the

22· ·Enterprise, can you -- is there somebody here from

23· ·Monsanto to kind of give us an overview of what that

24· ·investment reflects?

25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify

·2· ·yourself.

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. BOATNER:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Rhonda Boatner with Didier Consulting.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Currently Monsanto is adding a new

·6· ·project called the Dicamba Project, and this spending is

·7· ·related to the necessary equipment to retrofit and have

·8· ·the existing facility be compatible with this new

·9· ·project that's happening.· So this just spending that

10· ·has occurred prior to the project, the new project

11· ·coming on board, so that's...

12· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

13· · · · · · · · · ·And the investment of the 640, that 640

14· ·has been spent or that's what's --

15· · · · · · · ·MS. BOATNER:

16· · · · · · · · · ·It's already been spent.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

18· · · · · · · · · ·It has been sent?

19· · · · · · · ·MS. BOATNER:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, it has.

21· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Thank you.

23· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

24· · · · · · · ·MS. BOATNER:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Any other questions?
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Any other questions?

·3· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· The motion has been made by

·6· ·Mr. Slone; seconded by Representative Carmody.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye".

·8· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

10· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

11· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

12· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

14· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Metoyer.

15· · · · · · · ·MS. METOYER:

16· · · · · · · · · ·I have terminations:· 20130113, Belk,

17· ·Incorporated, Livingston Parish.· Existing contract

18· ·period September 1, 2013 through August 31 of 2018.· The

19· ·requested term date is August 31 of 2018.· The program

20· ·requirements have been met, and no additional jobs are

21· ·anticipated.

22· · · · · · · · · ·20151115, Walmart, Louisiana, LLC,

23· ·Orleans Parish.· Existing contract period July 31 of

24· ·2014 through July 30 of 2019.· The requested term date

25· ·is July 30 2017.· The program requirements have been
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·1· ·met, no additional jobs are anticipated.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·20141116, Walmart, Louisiana, LLC,

·3· ·Ouachita Parish.· Existing contract period July 31 of

·4· ·2014 through July 30 of 2019.· The requested term date

·5· ·is July 30 of 2017.· The program requirements have been

·6· ·met, no additional jobs are anticipated.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·20140155, Placid Refining Company, LLC,

·8· ·West Baton Rouge Parish.· Existing contract period is

·9· ·February 1 of 2014 through January 31 of 2019.· The

10· ·requested term date is July 31 of 2016, and the program

11· ·requirements have been met, no additional jobs are

12· ·anticipated.

13· · · · · · · · · ·20130808, Rapides Healthcare System,

14· ·LLC, Rapides Parish, and the existing contract period is

15· ·August 1, 2013 through July 31, 2018.· The requested

16· ·term date is July 30th -- I'm sorry -- is January

17· ·31,2016.· The program requirements have been met, no

18· ·additional jobs are anticipated.

19· · · · · · · · · ·20140988, Isidore Newman School, Orleans

20· ·Parish.· Existing contract period July 15, 2014 through

21· ·July 14, 2019.· The requested term date is March 15 of

22· ·2017.· The program requirements have been met, no

23· ·additional jobs anticipated.

24· · · · · · · · · ·20131409, Sai Deva, LLC, Jefferson

25· ·Parish.· The existing contract period is October 1, 2014
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·1· ·through September 30, 2019.· The requested termination

·2· ·date is September 30, 2017.· The program requirements

·3· ·have been met, no addition jobs are anticipated.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·20141542, Shaya Restaurant, LLC, Orleans

·5· ·Parish.· Existing contract is December 31, 2014 through

·6· ·December 30 of 2019.· That's a typo there on my part.

·7· ·And the requested term date is December 31 of '17.· The

·8· ·program requirements have been met, no additional jobs

·9· ·are anticipated.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

12· · · · · · · ·MS. METOYER:

13· · · · · · · · · ·There's one more.· I'm sorry.

14· · · · · · · · · ·20131082, Red Stick Armature Works, LLC,

15· ·West Feliciana Parish, and the existing contract period

16· ·is August 20 of 2013 through August 19 of 2018.· The

17· ·requested term date is June 30, 2016, and the

18· ·requirements have been met, no additional jobs are

19· ·anticipated.

20· · · · · · · · · ·That's it.

21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.

23· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments from the public

24· ·concerning the Enterprise Zone termination requests?

25· · · · · · · ·(No response.)
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board

·3· ·members?

·4· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion to approve?

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Dr. Woodrow Wilson; seconded by

·8· ·Mr. Slone.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

12· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

13· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

16· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

18· · · · · · · · · ·We have Hud Usie -- I have a hard time

19· ·with that name -- for the Industrial Tax Exemption

20· ·Program.· Pointing out there are pre-EOs, post-EOs and

21· ·post-EOs with 2018 rules.

22· · · · · · · · · ·Please proceed.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

24· · · · · · · · · ·We have four new pre-EEO applications:

25· ·20151795A, Blue Cube Operations, LLC, Iberville Parish;
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·1· ·20141008, Centric Pipe, LLC, Bossier Parish; 2014097A,

·2· ·ExPert Riser Solutions, LLC, Lafourche Parish; 20141117,

·3· ·YCI Methanol One, LLC, St. James Parish.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·All right.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Chairman, I need to recuse myself

·8· ·from any discussion or vote on Number 20141117, YCI

·9· ·Methanol One.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Please note that for the record that

12· ·Mr. Jones has recused himself from 20141117-A-ITE, from

13· ·YCI Methanol One, LLC.

14· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments from the public

15· ·concerning any of these applications?

16· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

17· · · · · · · · · ·We did have one that was filed late,

18· ·Centric Pipe, 20141008, is as noted.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a representative from Centric

21· ·Pipe with us today?

22· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify

23· ·yourself.

24· · · · · · · · · ·It was a late filing?

25· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Correct.

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Hi.· I'm Jack.· I'm from Centric Pipe.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·It was a late filing --

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·I'm sorry.· What's your name?

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. JACK:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Jack.

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Jack.· I'm sorry.· Jack.· And also your

11· ·last name?

12· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Long, L-o-n-g.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Why were you late?

16· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.· The filing's late because in 2014

18· ·we bought it from Northwest Pipe, and after that, we

19· ·outsourced our permit taxing to a outside consulting

20· ·firm.· And this next year, we wanted to bring it back,

21· ·and I'm going to do the property tax for the company.

22· ·And after I realized this contract has not been renewed,

23· ·because it has to be renewed each five years and that

24· ·the staff of the company before, maybe they forgot to

25· ·renew it, and now I catch it and I want to renew.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· This is a new application,

·3· ·though?

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·But they also have some renewals coming

·8· ·up.

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

10· · · · · · · · · ·So renewals also?

11· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Correct.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

14· · · · · · · · · ·So does everyone understand what Jack is

15· ·saying?· They were late because they had outsourced it,

16· ·they brought it back in, they were late on the filing of

17· ·the original application.

18· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones, I believe you had a question.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Not yet.

21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

22· · · · · · · · · ·So with that, our practice has been to

23· ·restrict the application and contracts by one year when

24· ·they are late.· So with that, I'll entertain a motion.

25· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Dr. Wilson, Dr. Woodrow Wilson.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Miller, you have a question?

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·So they missed the whole first five-year

·4· ·term?

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·No.· It was due on March 31st of 2018

·7· ·and they filed that application on April 30th of 2018,

·8· ·so it would be a month.

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:

10· · · · · · · · · ·But the initial --

11· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Oh, that's what they would -- that's the

13· ·penalty if y'all --

14· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:

15· · · · · · · · · ·On the initial five-year?

16· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

17· · · · · · · · · ·On the initial five-year application.

18· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:

19· · · · · · · · · ·And the assessor didn't pick it up on

20· ·the tax rolls.

21· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

22· · · · · · · · · ·No.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

24· · · · · · · · · ·We'll need to have that confirmed.

25· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:

http://www.torresreporting.com/


·1· · · · · · · · · ·We did confirm with the assessors that

·2· ·these assets haven't been taxed.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· They haven't paid taxes on them.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Any other questions?

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·So, Mr. Chairman, with the one-year

·9· ·penalty, essentially the five-year benefit becomes a

10· ·four-year benefit; is that correct?

11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

12· · · · · · · · · ·For the initial contract with the option

13· ·of a five-year renewal that is filed timely.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Long, you understand what we're

16· ·saying there what the one-year penalty means?

17· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Do you understand?

21· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

24· · · · · · · · · ·So it's a four-year contract instead of

25· ·five for the first one.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·It will have the option for a five-year

·5· ·renewal, but that will also have to be filed timely or

·6· ·it will be imposed a penalty as well.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· So after the five years, I need

·9· ·to renew it for another five years?

10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Correct, and you have to make that

12· ·renewal request before the contract expires.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.

15· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

16· · · · · · · · · ·So contact Mr. Usie.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Chairman?

19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· I'm sorry.· Representative

21· ·Carmody.

22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

23· · · · · · · · · ·I just want to clarify for myself, if

24· ·the gentleman then takes this four years, at what point

25· ·is he to express in writing his affirmation that he
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·1· ·wants to go for the next five?· Is there a deadline?

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Before the contract expires.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· So on the last date of the

·6· ·remaining four years, he has got to have notified --

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·So on the fourth year, the expiration

·9· ·year, it can be renewed anywhere between July 1st, but

10· ·no later than December 31st of that expiring year.

11· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

12· · · · · · · · · ·So six months prior.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Six months prior.

15· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

16· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.· I just want to make sure

17· ·that he was aware.

18· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

19· · · · · · · · · ·So I'm going to get even further in the

20· ·weeds.· So if the application is filed 2018, so four

21· ·years will be 2022; is that correct?

22· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

23· · · · · · · · · ·It goes by the project ending year.

24· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·So it would be 2017.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·2017?

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·December 31st, 2017 was the project

·7· ·period.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·So plus four years.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Four years.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

13· · · · · · · · · ·So it will be 2021.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Correct.

16· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Good.· Thank you.

18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Any further questions?

20· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

22· · · · · · · · · ·We have a motion on the table and it was

23· ·seconded by Dr. Shawn Wilson.

24· · · · · · · · · ·Any further comments from the Board?

25· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Just be clear to be clear, it's the

·2· ·acceptance of the three applications, and the fourth

·3· ·application by Centric Pipe being restricted by one

·4· ·year.

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Correct, that is the motion, noting that

·7· ·Mr. Jones has recused himself from the YCI Methanol One

·8· ·action.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

12· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with "nay."

13· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.· Thank you, Mr.

16· ·Secretary.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have seven post-EEO applications

19· ·following under 2017 rules, and we do have one that

20· ·needs to be deferred.· That's 20170003, Procter and

21· ·Gamble Manufacturing Company in Rapides Parish.

22· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

23· · · · · · · · · ·So moved.

24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Motion had been made to defer.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a second?

·2· · · · · · · · · ·By Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor of the deferral, indicate

·4· ·with an "aye."

·5· · · · · · · ·(Several member respond "aye.")

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with "nay".

·8· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Deferral carries.

11· · · · · · · · · ·Please proceed.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

13· · · · · · · · · ·20180147, Iris Solar, LLC, Washington

14· ·Parish; 20181946, K&B Machine Works, LLC, Terrebonne

15· ·Parish; 20170177, Packing Corporation of America,

16· ·Beauregard Parish; 20161851, Packaging Corporation of

17· ·America, Beauregard Parish; 20161623, Packaging

18· ·Corporation of America, Beauregard Parish; 20180142,

19· ·Taminco US, LLC in Iberville Parish.

20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

21· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments from the public

22· ·concerning the post-EO applications that are being

23· ·requested for exemption under the 2017 rules?

24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board?

·2· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Just to comment, this would be the

·4· ·Board's passage of the programs under the eight-year

·5· ·program, which is five at 100 percent and three at 80.

·6· ·All of these applications have a full complement of

·7· ·their local bodies included in their application

·8· ·process.· So the resolutions are all complete with their

·9· ·applications.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

12· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Miller.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:

14· · · · · · · · · ·On the Packaging Corporation in

15· ·Beauregard, there's the three and there's no permanent

16· ·new jobs.· Is that the compelling reason for retention?

17· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Any additional questions or comments

23· ·from the Board members?

24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion to approve?

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Mr. Miller; seconded by Mr.

·3· ·Moller.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

·5· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

·8· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

11· · · · · · · · · ·Please proceed.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have four post-EO --

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, Mr. Briggs.

16· · · · · · · ·MR. BRIGGS:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Chairman, on Item Number 7, when we

18· ·move to that section, I have a comment on one of them,

19· ·if I may.

20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

21· · · · · · · · · ·All right.

22· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Mr. Usie, please proceed.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have four post-EO applications

25· ·under 2018 rules:· 20170103, A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., East
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·1· ·Carroll Parish; 20170103A, A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., East

·2· ·Carroll Parish; 20170254, Exxon Mobil Corporation, East

·3· ·Baton Rouge Parish; 20180145, St. James Solar, LLC, St.

·4· ·James Parish.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·And the first application, 20170103 for

·6· ·A.O.U.O.P.S. was filed late as well.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· So noted.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a representative from

10· ·A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc. with us today?

11· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify

12· ·yourself.

13· · · · · · · · · ·Can you tell us why you were late?

14· · · · · · · · · ·Identify yourself, please.

15· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:

16· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· I'm Will Shumate.· I'm

17· ·from A.O.U.O.P.S. Inc., East Carroll Parish.

18· · · · · · · · · ·I believe the reason that our

19· ·application was late was due to change in rules.· We

20· ·originally were going to apply under the previous rules,

21· ·and we decided to apply under the 2018 rules and I would

22· ·assume that is why our application was late.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

24· · · · · · · · · ·So I have to bring an attorney up to

25· ·answer this one.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Right.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Please identify yourself.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. BOURGEOIS:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Tam Bourgeois for LED.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Just to clarify, was it making your

·8· ·decision as to whether to go under the 2017 or 2018

·9· ·rules?

10· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:

11· · · · · · · · · ·With advisement from our attorney, yes,

12· ·ma'am.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

14· · · · · · · · · ·I think we may need to defer that one.

15· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

16· · · · · · · · · ·It was my understanding that they just

17· ·were confused about the due date because the application

18· ·was filed before the new set of rules.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· I don't know about the deadline.

21· ·All of the paperwork is handled by Josh, my accountant,

22· ·and everything.· He did make me aware of the new set of

23· ·rules, but, you know, we had already, I guess, filled

24· ·our application and included.

25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· I'd like to entertain a motion to

·2· ·defer this so that staff can look into it a little bit

·3· ·further because I don't definitely want to penalize you,

·4· ·and I know this Board doesn't want to penalize you if

·5· ·it's something that you shouldn't be penalized for.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Right.· Certainly, sir.· I really

·8· ·Appreciate it.

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Dr. Woodrow Wilson has made the motion

11· ·to defer, and seconded by Ms. Malone to defer the first

12· ·one.

13· · · · · · · · · ·Kristen, do you have something to say or

14· ·add?

15· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:

16· · · · · · · · · ·The rules do state that the Board

17· ·"shall" penalize for a late-filed application, and I

18· ·believe it was late because they were not aware that an

19· ·application is due within 90 days of any portion of

20· ·their project being complete.· This is the first phase.

21· ·As it was complete, they didn't know they had to file an

22· ·application for the first phase, and they were waiting

23· ·to file it for the entire project.· And at the time we

24· ·notified them they were already late, so that's why the

25· ·first phase is filed late.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Mr. Jones.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·I'm in favor of deferring it.· And, I'm

·5· ·sorry, I did not hear your name.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Will, Will Shumate.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Shumate, we're going to likely defer

10· ·this to the next meeting.· When you come back, would you

11· ·bring whomever is responsible for filing these so they

12· ·can speak a little bit more authoritatively as to what

13· ·was going on inside the company?

14· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Certainly.

16· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

17· · · · · · · · · ·We like to hear from the company instead

18· ·of from the staff because, frankly, that's hearsay.· We

19· ·want to hear what was really going on.· And, again, we

20· ·don't want to penalize unnecessarily, but, at the same

21· ·time, the rules say what the rules say, and we want to

22· ·be sure we're walking that line.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Right, correct.

25· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Just to be clear, Mr. Jones, I am part

·4· ·of the company.· I have an ownership.

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·I understand, but you apparently don't

·7· ·understand this issue.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·I will have the accountant here for the

10· ·application.

11· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

12· · · · · · · · · ·We need the people here that can answer

13· ·questions.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Any questions or comments from the Board

16· ·concerning of the first A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., Number

17· ·20170103?

18· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

19· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

20· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor of the deferment, indicate

21· ·with an "aye."

22· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

24· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

25· · · · · · · ·(No response.)
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, sir.· The first one is

·4· ·deferred.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·We're going to take action on the second

·6· ·one.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Thank you, sir.

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

10· · · · · · · · · ·So I have some cards for one of the

11· ·applications here.· Exxon Mobil Corporation.

12· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Briggs.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. BRIGGS:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, I'd like to comment on this real

15· ·quick.

16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Let me get comments from the public

18· ·first, and then the Board gets their opportunity.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. BRIGGS:

20· · · · · · · · · ·I apologize.· I'm a baby member.

21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

22· · · · · · · · · ·That's all right.

23· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Is there any questions from

24· ·the Board members before the public comments?

25· · · · · · · · · ·So first we have Stephanie Cargile.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify

·2· ·yourself.· I have a blue sheet.

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. CARGILE:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Hi.· I'm Stephanie Cargile with Exxon

·5· ·Mobile.· And, Steve, may I bring up our plant manager,

·6· ·Angela Zeringue?

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Absolutely.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. CARGILE:

10· · · · · · · · · ·She also had a card in.

11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.

13· · · · · · · · · ·Welcome.· Please identify yourself.

14· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Angela Zeringue.· I am the plant manager

16· ·of the Exxon Mobil Baton Rouge Polyolefins Plant.

17· · · · · · · · · ·So the project in front of us today is a

18· ·potential expansion of our propylene facilities in the

19· ·Gulf Coast.· So I think most of you may have read or

20· ·heard about what Exxon Mobil is calling a "Growing the

21· ·Gulf Initiative," so a $20-million investment of over 10

22· ·years.· This is a part of that.

23· · · · · · · · · ·We're in the evaluation stages, hoping

24· ·to make a funding decision by the end up the year, so

25· ·today is a very important step for us in terms of the
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·1· ·economic analysis of that investment.· If we're able to

·2· ·bring the project to Baton Rouge, it would double the

·3· ·capacity of the existing polypropylene facility in the

·4· ·plant, essentially building a second line with

·5· ·additional capability in terms of polypropylene

·6· ·products, which are, in a myriad of applications, most

·7· ·notably, for this potential new line, it would serve the

·8· ·automotive market in a large part, which allows us to

·9· ·have advanced products that help with fuel efficiency,

10· ·light-weighting cars and improving safety, et cetera.

11· · · · · · · · · ·So we're very excited about the

12· ·potential.· It brings 45 -- according to the

13· ·application, or consistent with the application, I

14· ·should say, at least 45 new permanent Exxon Mobil

15· ·positions at the plant, but in addition to that, there's

16· ·a minimum of 20 permanent contractor positions that

17· ·would be needed to serve to support that new facility.

18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

19· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you, Ms. Zeringue.

20· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any questions?

21· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Moller.

22· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:

23· · · · · · · · · ·I guess you kind of answered my

24· ·question, but the application says 45 new permanent

25· ·jobs.· The advanced notice talks about 40 estimated new

http://www.torresreporting.com/


·1· ·jobs, and then in the explanation, it talks about 60 new

·2· ·local jobs, and so the discrepancy has to do with the

·3· ·permanent Exxon jobs versus the contractor jobs?

·4· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Correct.· So let me clarify.· There's

·6· ·permanent positions to run the facility once it would

·7· ·start up, which we would hope we would have in place by

·8· ·the middle of 2021, and that's the 65, 45 minimum Exxon

·9· ·Mobil and 20 contract.· And then during peak

10· ·construction, there's 600 construction jobs, which is

11· ·also noted on that application.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Right.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Moller.

16· · · · · · · · · ·Any there any other questions or

17· ·comments from the Board members?

18· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Briggs wants to speak, and then I'll

20· ·ask to make some comments as well.

21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Briggs.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. BRIGGS:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· This is a project that gives and

25· ·keeps on giving.· It's one of those that will give for
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·1· ·many decades.· We're in such competition with our states

·2· ·to the west of us and some to the east of us, and this

·3· ·is the kind of project that gives and it does so much.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, it's a big job for Mr. Secretary

·5· ·and all of your key members to have the local people

·6· ·informed, and, you know, governments, and they all need

·7· ·to be a part of the project.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Briggs.

11· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Secretary.

12· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

13· · · · · · · · · ·I just want to make some comments

14· ·relative to the project and also some instructive

15· ·comments just as the Board moves forward.

16· · · · · · · · · ·As you see, this is a request under the

17· ·2018 rules, which means that the change has occurred, is

18· ·now effective, that your approval of this project will

19· ·place it with a 10-year exemption at 80 percent.· So on

20· ·day one, this plant will begin to contribute to the

21· ·local community through the millages collected, and that

22· ·was a decision that I applaud because Exxon chose to

23· ·move forward in that fashion.

24· · · · · · · · · ·Certainly the Governor's in support of

25· ·this project.· We understand the magnitude of what
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·1· ·Mr. Briggs points out.· Certainly we know that the

·2· ·numbers that you talked about, Mr. Moller, you made a

·3· ·good point, and I think it's also got some instructive

·4· ·elements to it.· Our advanced notifications are always

·5· ·estimates.· So when that number changed, it changed on

·6· ·Exhibit A, which is now attached formally and is the

·7· ·formal commitment to the community and the state, so

·8· ·that's what now we see as the commitment that's listed

·9· ·on your list.

10· · · · · · · · · ·So you are correct to point that out.

11· ·My point is simply to say that that was one of the areas

12· ·that we sought to improve is that if you see the

13· ·advanced notification online, certainly it is the

14· ·thought and the best thinking available by the company

15· ·of a proposed project of what they will do, but when

16· ·Exhibit A comes before you, is the full commitment and

17· ·carries that as a performance objective going forward.

18· · · · · · · · · ·So thank you to our Exxon colleagues for

19· ·the confidence to reinvest in our state.· We know that

20· ·we are still in a competition.· This is what's called a

21· ·front-end contract with the Board given that it gets

22· ·local approval, and once that front-end contract is in

23· ·place, it gives us the opportunity to represent this tax

24· ·abatement formally to the corporation.· Without that, it

25· ·remains as a zero in the matrix under consideration and
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·1· ·allows distinct advantages to states that would also

·2· ·like to receive this type of investment.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·So appreciate your opportunity just to

·4· ·give you some overview and understanding of one of the

·5· ·first applications to be considered by the Board under

·6· ·the 2018 rules, which became effective on the 20th of

·7· ·August.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

10· · · · · · · · · ·So this puts us in the position to

11· ·secure the operation should this Board and the state and

12· ·the locals support the project?

13· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· By the terms of the rules, this

15· ·will now be noticed to the assessor, the school board,

16· ·the parish commission and the sheriff.· Their responses

17· ·to that will then be noted, and a final and formal

18· ·decision will be rendered.· And that decision is what

19· ·Exxon will, I presume, represent to their board of

20· ·directors.

21· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:

22· · · · · · · · · ·That is correct.· Our preliminary

23· ·meetings start in October, so today is step one toward

24· ·being able to have an answer of what we'll include in

25· ·the economic analysis.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Slone.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. SLONE:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·So, yes, I would like to thank my new

·6· ·colleague over there, Mr. Briggs, for his comments, and

·7· ·being a newbie, I've been there before.· It's okay,

·8· ·brother.· We'll talk you through it.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·But, also, Secretary's comments.· The

10· ·thing that is important to me is I grew up in North

11· ·Baton Rouge, and to know that this project is in North

12· ·Baton Rouge and some of the other things that Exxon

13· ·Mobil is doing in North Baton Rouge as corporate

14· ·citizens, one in particular is their resource center,

15· ·Small Business Resource Center.· We know that if we

16· ·drive down Scenic Highway, it's sort of desolate next to

17· ·your facility, but to put some folks and some investment

18· ·into the community with reference to getting small

19· ·businesses up and running.

20· · · · · · · · · ·The training program that's in North

21· ·Baton Rouge for the skilled labor that's going to be

22· ·needed not only for your facility, but other surrounding

23· ·facilities, is important.

24· · · · · · · · · ·I just want to highlight the fact that

25· ·there's great value to what you're bringing to the table
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·1· ·as well as increased investment, as the Secretary

·2· ·mentioned.· And I kind of like your process where you're

·3· ·putting this whole thing through several hoops, if you

·4· ·will, and giving us an opportunity to, as the community,

·5· ·hear from you throughout, because it's my understanding

·6· ·that you've had some meetings over, what, probably a

·7· ·year and a half.

·8· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Correct.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. SLONE:

11· · · · · · · · · ·And the heads have been nodding yes,

12· ·this is great, but north Baton Rouge needs this, and I'm

13· ·telling you that.· My charge to you is that there's

14· ·going to be a need for some hand holding.· Folks are not

15· ·used to things such as this, and we have to encourage

16· ·and get people to the table to apply for the jobs, to go

17· ·through the training.· So whatever you can do to add

18· ·additional resources to ensure that we've got some case

19· ·management, if you will, that's probably the best way I

20· ·can present that, because North Baton Rouge needs it.

21· ·So I applaud your efforts in this project.

22· · · · · · · ·MS. CARGILE:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Slone.
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·1· · · · · · · · · · Senator Chabert.

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. CHABERT:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·You had alluded to permanent independent

·5· ·subcontractors that are going to be involved in the

·6· ·operations.· Can you repeat those numbers?

·7· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· So a minimum of 20 additional

·9· ·long-term positions, permanent positions, which will be

10· ·contractors primarily in the packaging area of the

11· ·facility.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. CHABERT:

13· · · · · · · · · ·And you're estimating increase obviously

14· ·with a plant expansion of services that may already be

15· ·provided to the plant currently with the subs and --

16· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:

17· · · · · · · · · ·It's similar.· Yes, it's similar.

18· · · · · · · ·MR. CHABERT:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Because that's, often in this Board, and

20· ·even in the legislature, we focus on direct and indirect

21· ·jobs, and sometimes that's sort of a big guy, little

22· ·guy.

23· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.

25· · · · · · · ·MR. CHABERT:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·I'm 5'10", 5'9", so --

·2· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·We don't want to talk about how tall I

·4· ·am.

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. CHABERT:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·I like the medium-sized guy, and I say

·7· ·all the time, you know, Exxon being one of the plants

·8· ·along the river, one of the examples where the big guy

·9· ·really does have a presence in the state, permanent

10· ·presence.

11· · · · · · · · · ·Quite often people mistake that as

12· ·thinking that Louisiana is an oil and gas state, when in

13· ·reality we are a oil and gas service state, and the

14· ·overwhelming majority of the companies in this state are

15· ·those folks in the middle that are providing the

16· ·services, whether it's the shipyard, constructing

17· ·something or, we just talked about, Representative

18· ·Carmody and I, about machine shop and how much that

19· ·plays into the economy.· So while we may not see the ROI

20· ·reflected directly here; all right, we're going to see

21· ·it in those 60 and $70,000 jobs that are going to

22· ·increase due to an investment in this size.

23· · · · · · · · · ·So I hope we're successful.· I do think

24· ·this is a positive step for the state.

25· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Appreciate the support.· And that's a

·2· ·really good point.· The 20 is obviously within the fence

·3· ·line.· You're speaking to the indirect jobs throughout

·4· ·the community, and a 10-to-1-type ratio is what the

·5· ·studies show for your industry, so...

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Senator.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Representative Carmody.

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

10· · · · · · · · · ·And one last question for Secretary,

11· ·that is that the 80 percent reduction -- or, excuse me,

12· ·the 80 percent over a 10-year period, that should place

13· ·us hopefully in at least some sort of competitive

14· ·advantage with our surrounding Gulf Coast states, or at

15· ·least right there in about what they are offering, so

16· ·that the Exxon Mobils of the world can evaluate what

17· ·benefits they get by coming to the Pelican State versus

18· ·going somewhere else.

19· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

20· · · · · · · · · ·That's correct.· And the new program was

21· ·designed to help us get a faster response providing more

22· ·certainty to the companies, and that can occur.· And at

23· ·the 80 percent abatement, we are not number one, but we

24· ·remain in a very competitive position.

25· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Excellent.· I just want to make sure.

·2· ·Thank you.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Representative.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Miller.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Just to be very, very clear, Exxon is

·8· ·still competing within Exxon to have this plant built in

·9· ·Baton Rouge; correct?

10· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Correct.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:

13· · · · · · · · · ·And there's not just one other

14· ·competitor inside of Exxon, there's multiple competitors

15· ·within Exxon?

16· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:

17· · · · · · · · · ·That is correct, and the analysis will

18· ·look at all factors, this being one of them, in terms of

19· ·what is the optimal investment to grow our polypropylene

20· ·production.

21· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.

23· · · · · · · · · ·If it's appropriate, I would like to

24· ·make a motion that we move this.

25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·All three of them?

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, it is appropriate to make a motion.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a second?

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Seconded by Mr. Slone.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any other questions from the

·9· ·Board?

10· · · · · · · · · ·I have some other cards, though.· Don't

11· ·get lost yet.

12· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Are there any other comments or

13· ·questions from the Board for Ms. Zeringue or Ms.

14· ·Cargile?

15· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

18· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

21· · · · · · · · · ·And we are definitely in support of your

22· ·project.· Louisiana is the place to do this project, and

23· ·we hope this is a good indicator to you as well as to

24· ·our communities that we support this project.

25· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Appreciate that support.· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Next I have Mr. Rick Kearny.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify

·7· ·yourself.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. KEARNY:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·It may take a while.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

11· · · · · · · · · ·You want me to put you in the cue while

12· ·I have another person come up?

13· · · · · · · ·MR. KEARNY:

14· · · · · · · · · ·No.

15· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

16· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. KEARNY:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· My name is Rick Kearny,

19· ·and I'm the 2018 Chair for the Baton Rouge Area Chamber,

20· ·and I just wanted to come and heartily endorse the

21· ·application for Exxon for the ITEP.

22· · · · · · · · · ·Exxon has been a great corporate partner

23· ·in Baton Rouge.· It's grown along with Baton Rouge.· My

24· ·dad worked for Exxon for 40 years, so I'm well aware of

25· ·the economic impact it has with direct jobs.· And then
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·1· ·if you look at, as they pointed out, auxiliary companies

·2· ·who service Exxon, we've got some very large,

·3· ·high-employed companies that owe at least a part of

·4· ·their success to Exxon.· So, you know, I certainly

·5· ·endorse it from that aspect.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·I'm also on several charitable boards,

·7· ·the Salvation Army, I've been on the Food Bank Board,

·8· ·and I've seen the impact also that Exxon has on that.

·9· ·So I certainly want to encourage the approval of it.  I

10· ·think it's important to upgrade facilities and add

11· ·facilities to stay efficient.· So I appreciate your, you

12· ·know, your positive vote.· Thank you.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Kearny.

15· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any questions for Mr. Kearny

16· ·from the Board members?

17· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

19· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you, sir.

20· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have Ms. Joyce James.

21· · · · · · · · · ·Please come forward and identify

22· ·yourself.

23· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Saizan just joined us.

24· · · · · · · ·MS. JAMES:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· How is everyone?
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· Doing well.

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. JAMES:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·My name is Joyce James, and I serve as

·5· ·the Director of Good Work Network, SBA Women's Business

·6· ·Center.· We're located in New Orleans and in Baton

·7· ·Rouge.· And to be accurate, I'd like to kind of read

·8· ·from my statement this morning because I'm going to give

·9· ·you some numbers and I want to be accurate.· Okay?

10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

11· · · · · · · · · ·All right.

12· · · · · · · ·MS. JANES:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· So we were founded in 2001 to

14· ·serve as catalysts for the minority and women-owned

15· ·businesses, and that success -- through that success, we

16· ·target our work through coaching, technical assistance

17· ·and training, and our client base is 86 percent minority

18· ·and 67 percent female.· We've helped to launch and

19· ·strengthen more than 2,000 women, minority-owned

20· ·businesses, thus creating and sustaining more than 5,000

21· ·jobs.

22· · · · · · · · · ·In 2010, we launched Connect Works.

23· ·Connect Works was launched to assist qualified minority

24· ·and women-owned businesses in securing contract

25· ·opportunities, and since participating in our Connect
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·1· ·Works Program, the small businesses have reported over

·2· ·200 contracts awarded totalling over 60-million in

·3· ·value.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·We know how important this kind of

·5· ·economic development project is to small businesses we

·6· ·work with.· Many of the contractors, vendors and service

·7· ·suppliers in our community depend on manufacturing

·8· ·industry, which drives so much of our local economy.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·I ask that you support this project and

10· ·those like it to improve the economic opportunities for

11· ·the small businesses we serve.· So I thank you for

12· ·supporting Exxon in this application.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. James.

15· · · · · · · · · ·Does any of the Board members have any

16· ·questions for Ms. James?

17· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you for your comments.

20· · · · · · · ·MS. JAMES:

21· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you.

22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have Mr. John Overton.

24· · · · · · · ·MR. OVERTON:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· I'm John Overton.· I want
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·1· ·to voice support for this project from -- I'm a small

·2· ·business owner, and Exxon is not a client, but many of

·3· ·my clients are small businesses that serve companies

·4· ·like Exxon or serve companies that have Exxon as their

·5· ·client.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·The other indirect benefits are family

·7· ·members of people who work at Exxon that Exxon brings

·8· ·into our community, children of people who, like Rick

·9· ·Kearny, a child of an Exxon employee for 40 years,

10· ·spouses.· These are all great assets to our company, and

11· ·when we -- and to our community.· When we bring in that

12· ·type of investment, it brings in a whole lot -- the

13· ·"drag" is what we call it.· It's awesome dragging.· It's

14· ·the type of thing that, sure, I'd love to have Exxon as

15· ·a client, but I would -- the great fit for me are

16· ·companies that are stable and strong that serve

17· ·companies like Exxon and bring with them family members

18· ·that also invest in our community.

19· · · · · · · · · ·So just short and sweet, support from

20· ·the small business community, and we're grateful that

21· ·they're looking at us.

22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

23· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

24· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any questions from the Board

25· ·members for Mr. Overton?

http://www.torresreporting.com/


·1· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, sir.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Last blue card that I have, it's from

·5· ·Adam Knapp.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify

·7· ·yourself.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. KNAPP:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Windham.· Adam Knapp.

10· ·I'm the President and CEO of the Baton Rouge Area

11· ·Chamber.· It's a pleasure to be here today.

12· · · · · · · · · ·As you've heard from a lot of folks,

13· ·this is an important project for our region.· BRAC is

14· ·the regional economic development organization for the

15· ·nine parish area, and also we work under contract with

16· ·East Baton Rouge on economic development work.

17· · · · · · · · · ·I convey to you the Mayor President's

18· ·support for this project.· She has sent her

19· ·communication to the company that she is also in support

20· ·of the project, joining Governor Edwards for his support

21· ·of the project.

22· · · · · · · · · ·A few points that haven't been brought

23· ·about.· I think it's important to note that Exxon came

24· ·to Baton Rouge 110 years ago, almost 110 years ago, and

25· ·really helped define the economy of the State of
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·1· ·Louisiana and the capital region of the State of

·2· ·Louisiana, and you can look across the ecosystem, that

·3· ·the supply chain around Exxon, and see what 110 years of

·4· ·having an incredible driver like Exxon in our economy

·5· ·has done and the ripple effects of the companies that it

·6· ·has created that have been around for just about as long

·7· ·as Exxon has creating jobs and creating economies of

·8· ·their businesses in other states as they have grown from

·9· ·the bases of that company.

10· · · · · · · · · ·This represents probably the largest

11· ·investment that Exxon has made in Louisiana and in Baton

12· ·Rouge in well over a decade, possibly well longer than

13· ·that.· These are hard projects to go after and secure.

14· ·We know that, having seen this for many years, how

15· ·difficult it is to have major corporations that have

16· ·been here for many years continue to make major

17· ·investments in your community.

18· · · · · · · · · ·In many ways, it's also a poster child,

19· ·I think, for the new ITEP rules to show that this is a

20· ·project we want to compete for and win.· It creates new

21· ·jobs in our community, creates spin-off effects, "drag,"

22· ·as Mr. Overton described it, and those are things we

23· ·want to continue to be competitive for.

24· · · · · · · · · ·As you heard from Ms. Zeringue, we see

25· ·many opportunities for future investments in a company
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·1· ·that seeks to make great investments across the Gulf

·2· ·Coast of the United States because of the great climate

·3· ·that we have for energy in America right now, and we

·4· ·don't want to put ourselves at a disadvantage to loose

·5· ·out that the Capital Region or Louisiana can compete for

·6· ·these kinds of projects.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·And I'll just echo what you've already

·8· ·heard.· Exxon has continued to be a great corporate

·9· ·citizen across non-profits, across communities in which

10· ·they operate, investments in training, investments in

11· ·our citizens to get them access to the jobs and the

12· ·careers that this will be creating.

13· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you for your consideration.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any questions for Mr. Knapp?

16· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Knapp.

19· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any other comments from the

20· ·attendees of the public?

21· · · · · · · · · ·I have one comment.

22· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify

23· ·yourself.

24· · · · · · · ·MR. JACOBS:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· My name is Rinaldi
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·1· ·Jacobs.· I'm the Executive Director of the Baton Rouge

·2· ·North Economic Development District.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·We have a direct impact and input with

·4· ·Exxon Mobil and its effects on North Baton Rouge.· As

·5· ·we're going through a new renaissance in North Baton

·6· ·Rouge, in not just industrial development, but job

·7· ·training, focus, getting people to come back to North

·8· ·Baton Rouge, as Mr. Slone has always alluded to.· We

·9· ·want to make sure that this body understands the

10· ·importance of not just of Exxon and the simple job

11· ·creation, but the multiplier effect of jobs that it

12· ·provides in North Baton Rouge.· But not only that, Exxon

13· ·has committed a sin in this community.· I always tease

14· ·them that their sin is they don't talk enough about all

15· ·of the good things that they do in the community.· Our

16· ·organization, Baton Rouge North Economic Development

17· ·District, has benefitted directly with our relationship

18· ·with Exxon, and it helps small business owners as well.

19· · · · · · · · · ·These small business owners in North

20· ·Baton Rouge, while they may not always directly have

21· ·business with Exxon, they certainly benefit from the

22· ·multiplier effect.· The only way that we're going to

23· ·cure the poverty of North Baton Rouge is with employment

24· ·and investment.· Period.· Point blank.· Simple.· So

25· ·let's not make this situation very complicated.· Many of
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·1· ·us live, work, worship, send our kids to public schools,

·2· ·as I did, in North Baton Rouge, and I hope that my sons

·3· ·will send their children to school, as we are doing, in

·4· ·North Baton Rouge.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·So Exxon has been a part of the STEM

·6· ·Program and many, many, many things, and we just hope to

·7· ·reform them to make them tell more about what they're

·8· ·doing in the community.· The great American comedian

·9· ·Will Rogers said, "It ain't bragging if you can do it."

10· ·Exxon is doing it, so we're here to brag on their

11· ·involvement in North Baton Rouge.

12· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any questions for Mr. Jacobs?

15· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

18· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Are there any other comments

19· ·from the public?

20· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Any other questions or comments from the

23· ·Board members?

24· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Chairman, before we vote, is there
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·1· ·somebody here from St. James Solar, please?

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify

·4· ·yourself.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Identify yourself.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. GROBERG:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·I'm David Groberg with Sunchase Power,

·8· ·owners of St. James Solar.

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. FERGUSON:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Will Ferguson with Sunchase Power.

11· · · · · · · ·MR. LEONARD:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Jimmy Leonard with Advantous Consulting.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

14· · · · · · · · · ·In deference to Senator Chabert's

15· ·comments about being the middle guy, it's tough being

16· ·the $30-million project when you've got Exxon on the

17· ·agenda, and I just wanted to say that there are

18· ·communities in this state that if someone came and

19· ·announced a $30-million project, they name streets after

20· ·you.· So I didn't want you to feel as though you were

21· ·being ignored, which we thank you.· We appreciate your

22· ·investment in St. James Parish as well.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. FERGUSON:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.· We appreciate your

25· ·support.

http://www.torresreporting.com/


·1· · · · · · · ·MR. GROBERG:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.· We definitely

·3· ·appreciate it.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Any other comments?

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Scared you, didn't it?

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones, I was going to point that out

10· ·that we're not just -- this is not just an Exxon show.

11· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· So we do have a motion on

12· ·the floor with a proper second for the approval of three

13· ·Industrial Tax Exemptions under the 2018 rules.

14· · · · · · · · · ·Any other comments from the Board

15· ·members?

16· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

18· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

19· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

21· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

22· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

25· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Zeringue, go back and tell corporate
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·1· ·that we want this project.· This Board is in full

·2· ·support of it, and if you need the body to do anything

·3· ·as you work your way through the process, if you'll let

·4· ·me know, I will get all of these individuals on your

·5· ·side.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Mr. Secretary, you got a

·7· ·question or comment?

·8· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·No.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Please proceed, Mr. Usie.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have 43 renewals, one which

14· ·requested withdrawal is 20140 --

15· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

16· · · · · · · · · ·Let me ask this:· First all of, these

17· ·renewals were timely filed?

18· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Timely-filed renewals.

20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

21· · · · · · · · · ·They're all in compliance with

22· ·everything that they're supposed to be, they're strictly

23· ·renewals.· I believe someone may have had a question

24· ·about the renewal process that was with us today in

25· ·the -- from the public.
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·1· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·No?· So I would be willing to entertain

·4· ·a -- oh, we have one that's withdrawn?

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·I have one that needs to be withdrawn.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Oh, I'm sorry.

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

10· · · · · · · · · ·It's the 20140505, Bradken, Inc. in

11· ·Tangipahoa.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

13· · · · · · · · · ·So moved to withdraw.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Motion has been made for

16· ·deferral or to withdraw -- withdrawn.· So it doesn't

17· ·need a motion.

18· · · · · · · · · ·With that one, y'all, is there a motion

19· ·to approve these in globo?

20· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Dr. Wilson; seconded by Mr.

21· ·Slone.

22· · · · · · · · · ·Any comments or questions from the Board

23· ·concerning the in globo approval of these renewals?

24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

·2· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

·5· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Chairman, I think this might be the

10· ·appropriate time that I could ask the Secretary to help

11· ·me.

12· · · · · · · · · ·Members, I think, for those of you that

13· ·came on the Board with the new administration, each of

14· ·us received a report that showed the total value of the

15· ·tax exemptions that the State of Louisiana had given

16· ·broken out by the 64 parishes.· And what I had asked the

17· ·Secretary to hopefully discuss right now would be access

18· ·to that information so that each of us that live in our

19· ·individual parishes, mine Caddo, that I could pull the

20· ·information up and hopefully for 2017, I would think

21· ·would be the last year, to be able to access that

22· ·information and see what my governmental entities have

23· ·given away in exemptions total against the parish.

24· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Invested in the --
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·I'm sorry.· Invested.· That's a better

·3· ·way to put it.

·4· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·I thank you for that opportunity.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Clearly we have additional education

·7· ·support to conduct, and I'm very pleased and proud of

·8· ·where we are as a agency, Louisiana Economic

·9· ·Development, in that lane of transparency.· For a number

10· ·of years now, and I appreciate that it's more maybe

11· ·widely known in the economic development community,

12· ·where practitioners were out there across our state, our

13· ·regional organizations, and, also, as you see,

14· ·representing some of the companies that outsource their

15· ·documentation to various consulting firms.· They do a

16· ·great job and act as facilitators to move a high volume

17· ·of paperwork through the system that comes to you after

18· ·it's been formally vetted and all of the legal elements

19· ·are present, and we're proud of the quality that we

20· ·produce and bring here.

21· · · · · · · · · ·To see these documents, for many years,

22· ·we have a segment of the Louisiana website where you

23· ·click on the "Incentives" tab and go to "Fastlane."

24· ·Now, when you first see this screen, it may intimidate

25· ·you because it asks you to sign in.· You only really

http://www.torresreporting.com/


·1· ·have to sign in for certain kinds of information.· You

·2· ·just click on that screen, and you will next see a

·3· ·search window and you can search in any parish with the

·4· ·various programs.· And as practitioners, this is

·5· ·something that we do commonly.· I may be invited to a

·6· ·speaking engagement in Northeast Louisiana, so I'll go

·7· ·to Ouachita and click "Advanced Notifications" or

·8· ·"Contracts," and they will come up.· And they're very

·9· ·readily visible, and there's great ways to do that.

10· · · · · · · · · ·In a continuing effort to take the

11· ·department towards paperless status, which will also

12· ·allow for faster approvals as things move from Louisiana

13· ·Economic Development perhaps over to the Division of

14· ·Administration and go through certain acknowledgements

15· ·that we have to have in the state, we have invested to

16· ·bring around a Fastlane 2.0.· We call it "NextGen," Next

17· ·Generation, internally.· We have had some comments from

18· ·our practitioner audience.· Certainly there's a small

19· ·learning curve that's associated with any changeups, and

20· ·we're doing a soft opening in that we wanted this

21· ·interaction with the folks that typically use Fastlane

22· ·now so that if there were any bugs, we could discover

23· ·those and correct those before we do a major

24· ·announcement about our rollout.· But it is ready and

25· ·available, and I look forward to the opportunity.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·I've instructed our Business and

·2· ·Incentive staff to get ready to move around the state to

·3· ·our eight regions and conduct educational seminars that

·4· ·demonstrate these fantastic features that are part of

·5· ·this upgraded software program.· And certainly we'll, I

·6· ·think as you've pointed out, it's very important that

·7· ·our elected officials also know or their staff know how

·8· ·to access this kind of information.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Very powerful tool.· Very appropriate to

10· ·have the public transparency around these projects.

11· ·We're proud of these projects.· They are doing what we

12· ·look for them to do, and that is to build a vibrant

13· ·economy in our state.· So we look forward to working

14· ·with you.· Certainly we can do one-on-one.· I want to

15· ·make this opportunity available to the Board members

16· ·here as well.· You govern these contracts and

17· ·engagements, so very important that if you have any

18· ·questions, you could immediately go to this location and

19· ·get answers.

20· · · · · · · · · ·That doesn't take it off the table that

21· ·the staff will also be responsive to you and your

22· ·inquiries.· We'll generate the requested documents any

23· ·time, but just knowing that for you or members of the

24· ·public that have an interest in looking at this

25· ·information, it's all very readily available and
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·1· ·transparent.

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.· My point to the Secretary

·4· ·was that education certainly is power, and now that

·5· ·we're empowering the local officials to be able to

·6· ·discern if they want to proceed this way, the more they

·7· ·understand all of the different facets of the equation

·8· ·of getting the work done.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, sir.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Secretary, correct me if I'm wrong,

12· ·I believe the staff will be doing webinars in the

13· ·future?· You know, if I'm jumping ahead --

14· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

15· · · · · · · · · ·No, you're correct.· We're going to

16· ·design a layered approach where if you missed a seminar

17· ·that we conduct in your region, there's still one way

18· ·that you can get the training.· That will be through a

19· ·webinar.

20· · · · · · · · · ·Already posted with us are a set of

21· ·instructions designed to be very simple and very

22· ·helpful.· So we're doing our very best to not hide this

23· ·information, but to make it readily available,

24· ·user-friendly and comprehensive.

25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·I assume those webinars will be

·2· ·available for everyone, including the public, everyone?

·3· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Exactly.· And we'll be announcing that

·5· ·in the near future.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· With that divergence, we now

·9· ·have renewals.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Late renewals.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Late renewals.· I'm sorry.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

15· · · · · · · · · ·We have 12 late renewals, one which

16· ·requested to be deferred, 20120511, Weatherford U.S.,

17· ·LP, Lafayette Parish.

18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion for the deferral?

20· · · · · · · · · ·So motioned by Secretary Shawn Wilson;

21· ·seconded by Mr. Slone.

22· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

23· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

25· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."
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·1· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Deferral is approved.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·20130167, Boise Packaging & Newsprint,

·6· ·LLC, Beauregard Parish, initial contract expiration,

·7· ·December 31st, 2017, renewal request date August 2nd,

·8· ·2018; 20130640, Boise Packaging & Newsprint, LLC,

·9· ·Beauregard Parish, initial contract expirations

10· ·12/31/17, renewal request August 2nd, 2018; 20130641,

11· ·Boise Packaging & Newsprint, LLC, Beauregard Parish,

12· ·contract initial expiration date 12/31/2017, renewal

13· ·request date August 2nd, 2018; 20130642, Boise Packaging

14· ·& Newsprint, LLC, Beauregard Parish, initial contract

15· ·expiration 12/31/2017, renewal request date August 2nd,

16· ·2018.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a representative from Boise

19· ·Packaging & Newsprint with us today?

20· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

22· · · · · · · · · ·I repeat, is there a representative from

23· ·Boise Packing & Newsprint, LLC with us?

24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones.

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·I move to deny the request for renewal.

·4· · · · · · · ·DR. S. WILSON:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Question.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Dr. Wilson.

·8· · · · · · · ·DR. S. WILSON:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Not taking issue with the motion, just a

10· ·procedural question.· With these late renewals, are they

11· ·communicated to be here or is there an expectation that

12· ·when they submit it that they show up?

13· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Usie.

15· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

16· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, they are -- we give notification

17· ·that the application will be presented to the Board and

18· ·will be discussed with the companies.· We also let them

19· ·know it's important for them to attend if there's any

20· ·questions.

21· · · · · · · ·DR. S. WILSON:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Is this an end-all and be-all for

23· ·somebody who's submitting a renewal?· Is this their only

24· ·opportunity to have a renewal?· Can they come back and

25· ·ask again if I vote to support the motion to --
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·You can defer it.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. S. WILSON:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Defer?

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Slone.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. SLONE:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·So, Mr. Jones, you were saying deny?

10· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· I'm actually moving to deny, and

12· ·just so for those who may be new to the game, a late

13· ·renewal is -- there are reasons for late renewals and,

14· ·but this, what we've attempted to do on this Board is

15· ·help people understand that, especially the ITEP

16· ·exemption, is what we perceive to be a very valuable

17· ·benefit the state is giving, and there are certainly

18· ·reasons for being late, but when, A, it is late, and, B,

19· ·the company has been notified of this meeting, and, C,

20· ·they've chosen not to be here to explain why it's late,

21· ·it's very difficult for at least this member of the

22· ·Board to grant a lot of grace and mercy when they had

23· ·every opportunity to, A, do it right, and, B, come

24· ·explain why they didn't.

25· · · · · · · · · ·So with that said, that's where at least
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·1· ·this Board member stands.

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Secretary.

·4· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·I have a question for the staff.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Are their tax applications being handled

·7· ·by a consulting firm or have they taken it internal to

·8· ·their corporation?

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

10· · · · · · · · · ·It's internal.· And, also, if it is

11· ·denied today, they also have an opportunity to appeal

12· ·the denial at the next Board meeting.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Dr. Wilson.

15· · · · · · · ·DR. S. WILSON:

16· · · · · · · · · ·I support his comments.· I was just

17· ·asking for clarification.

18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Not a problem.· We welcome all

20· ·questions, sometimes ad nauseam.

21· · · · · · · · · ·Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

22· · · · · · · ·DR. W. WILSON:

23· · · · · · · · · ·I think you need a second; right?

24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

25· · · · · · · · · ·We do need a second.
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·1· · · · · · · ·DR. W. WILSON:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Second.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Motion has been seconded.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Mr. Miller.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Has Boise Packaging & Newsprint had any

·8· ·renewals under this Board?· Would you know that?

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

10· · · · · · · · · ·I don't believe so.· They had their new

11· ·application with their PCA Corporation.· It's possible

12· ·they just left and thought that they were done once that

13· ·new application went through and someone was here.  I

14· ·can't confirm that.

15· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

16· · · · · · · · · ·They did have someone here?

17· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:

18· · · · · · · · · ·In this world, it's pretty known that

19· ·this is the action that we take.· I was just -- okay.

20· ·Thank you.

21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Any other questions or comments from the

23· ·Board?

24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·There's a motion on the floor with a

·2· ·proper second.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Representative Carmody.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·I certainly agree with the firing a shot

·6· ·across the bow to anybody that does not come before this

·7· ·body when they're asking for our consideration.· That

·8· ·being said, I just wanted to clarify, it seems like in

·9· ·the past that what we've done is when they were late

10· ·like this, we would penalize a business one-year penalty

11· ·on that renewal, and I would think that maybe under

12· ·appeal, I would be amenable to consider that, but I

13· ·think today we send a signal as the Board that this type

14· ·of failure to comply with the request is not going to be

15· ·tolerated.

16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

17· · · · · · · · · ·That is correct.

18· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

20· · · · · · · · · ·One reason, frankly, for my motion is

21· ·that I think our standard is one year per one month

22· ·late, and they're eight months late.· That would be

23· ·eight years get knocked off the exemption, for all

24· ·intents and purposes.

25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

http://www.torresreporting.com/


·1· · · · · · · · · ·So noted.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Motion on the floor.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Any other comments from the public?

·4· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

·7· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

10· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Boise Cascade (sic) is denied.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Next is 20081221, Centric Pipe, LLC,

15· ·Bossier Parish, initial contract expiration 12/31 of

16· ·2015, renewal request date 5/15 of 2018; 20081221A,

17· ·Centric Pipe, LLC, Bossier Parish, initial contract

18· ·expiration 12/31 of 2016 and renewal request date May

19· ·15th, 2018.

20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

21· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a representative from Centric

22· ·Pipe with us today?

23· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify

24· ·yourself.· Speak slowly for me.

25· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Hi.· I'm Jack Long.· I'm from Centric

·2· ·Pipe.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·The reason for those contracts that are

·4· ·late is because, like I explained before, we bought

·5· ·Northwest Piping in 2014, and then we continue operation

·6· ·now Centric Pipe, but it was Northwest Pipe.· And at

·7· ·that time, we basically -- we kind transferred these two

·8· ·contracts from Northwest Pipe into Centric Pipe name.

·9· ·And then after that, the company outsourced the property

10· ·tax services using the CPA firm, and then the CPA firm

11· ·did not renew it for us and the company didn't know.

12· ·And now I found out that those contracts, I talked with

13· ·Hud and they said nobody's renewed it, and now I want to

14· ·renew those contracts.

15· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

16· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you, Mr. Jack.

17· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any questions from the Board

18· ·members concerning this late renewal?

19· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:

20· · · · · · · · · ·So just a question.· So your exemption

21· ·that expired three and a half years ago, have you been

22· ·paying property taxes in those three and a half years?

23· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

24· · · · · · · · · ·They have not.· I can answer.· We got

25· ·with the assessor and I had -- the company spoke with
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·1· ·the parish assessor and we got it in writing that

·2· ·confirmed that no taxes have been paid since that

·3· ·expiration date for both contracts.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· So if we do, let's say, a

·6· ·three-year penalty, does that mean there's going to be

·7· ·an effort to collect those property taxes that they

·8· ·should have been paying because they didn't have an

·9· ·exemption?

10· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

11· · · · · · · · · ·I don't believe so.· That would be with

12· ·the assessor.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:

14· · · · · · · · · ·Well, this is $150,000 a year in

15· ·property taxes that they should have been paying because

16· ·there's no exemption in place.· I mean, that seems like

17· ·it would pay for a lot of school teachers and municipal

18· ·employees in Bossier Parish.· I mean, how do we get that

19· ·money back?

20· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:

21· · · · · · · · · ·The tax assessor can go back up to three

22· ·years to collect taxes.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:

24· · · · · · · · · ·It's up to local tax assessor to decide

25· ·whether they want to recover the money that Bossier
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·1· ·Parish is owed?

·2· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Well, I want clarify that.· I look at

·8· ·the paperwork of the CPA firm.· They use a different

·9· ·approach.· They use a customizer, which is customized to

10· ·only capture what we have, but that number match with

11· ·the separate contracts.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Is the CPA firm still working for you?

16· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:

17· · · · · · · · · ·No.

18· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Good.

20· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:

21· · · · · · · · · ·We decided to do it ourself.

22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

23· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· So everyone understands

24· ·where we are, they have two contracts.· One is three

25· ·years late.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Three and a half.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·So basically they would lose four years.

·5· ·So there could be one more year under exemption for one

·6· ·of them.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Chairman, again, if you look up at

·9· ·the top of the page, apparently our standard has been we

10· ·reduce by one year for each calendar month that it's

11· ·late.

12· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:

13· · · · · · · · · ·That's a "may" in the rules.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

15· · · · · · · · · ·I understand.

16· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:

17· · · · · · · · · ·But then typically at the last meetings

18· ·y'all --

19· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

20· · · · · · · · · ·That's what been done.

21· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:

22· · · · · · · · · ·No.· Y'all have been reducing by a year

23· ·for every year or portion of a year.

24· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Got it.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·That's how we've been treating it.· For

·3· ·each year that they're late, they've been reduced by a

·4· ·year.

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Got it.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·So the first one was three and a half

·9· ·years late.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Two and a half years late.· The 2015

12· ·one?

13· · · · · · · · · ·Two and a half after December 31st.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·I was using your number.

16· · · · · · · · · ·Two and a half years late, so that would

17· ·be a three-year reduction staying with what we have been

18· ·doing.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

20· · · · · · · · · ·A year or a portion of a year, so that

21· ·would be correct.

22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

23· · · · · · · · · ·So it would be two years left on the

24· ·contract.

25· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·So if it expired in 2015, or the initial

·2· ·expiration, if y'all approved it today, it would

·3· ·expire -- it would have expired last December.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Last year.

·6· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Correct.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Right.

10· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:

11· · · · · · · · · ·So it would have been taxable for '18,

12· ·but they just don't want the assessor to go back and tax

13· ·them for '17, '16 and '17.· That's why they're renewing

14· ·this.

15· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:

16· · · · · · · · · ·But the assessor, if we --

17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Moller.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:

20· · · · · · · · · ·If we do a three-year penalty, then the

21· ·assessor can go back --

22· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:

23· · · · · · · · · ·They can tax this year, correct, 2018.

24· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· But could they tax 2016 and 2017?
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·1· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·No, because you'd be approving with a

·3· ·three-year penalty.· It would have typically been a

·4· ·five-year renewal, and you're taking off 2020, 2019,

·5· ·2018.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·So my thoughts are is that this contract

10· ·have exemption through the end of this year, and that

11· ·will, you know, keep you from having to pay back taxes,

12· ·but after that, the exemption is over for that specific

13· ·contract.· I think that's the only way you're going to

14· ·be able to handle it.· And from a legal perspective, I

15· ·don't -- you know, I guess that takes you out of the

16· ·statute of limitations and you can't go -- the assessors

17· ·couldn't go back.· I think that's the only way to handle

18· ·this one.

19· · · · · · · · · ·Any other thoughts from any other

20· ·smarter people?

21· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Since I don't qualify, I won't make any.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Dr. Wilson.

25· · · · · · · ·DR. W. WILSON:
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·1· · · · · · · · · · Can we restate what...

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.· I think we're going to have to do

·4· ·these individually, I think, because we have two

·5· ·situations here.· One where effectively the penalty

·6· ·creates an expired contract, but if we allow the

·7· ·contract to be in place, would that preclude the

·8· ·assessor from going back and pursuing taxes?

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Do we have a motion, Mr. Chairman?

11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

12· · · · · · · · · ·I think we have a motion to --

13· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

14· · · · · · · · · ·I don't think we have a motion.

15· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

16· · · · · · · · · ·No, we don't have a motion yet.· We have

17· ·discussion.

18· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

20· · · · · · · · · ·I'll make a motion that on the first

21· ·one, which is 20081221, Centric Pipe, and just to be

22· ·clear, the investment is $21,626,000, I move that we

23· ·grant the renewal, but with a three-year penalty.

24· · · · · · · ·DR. W. WILSON:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Second.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Motion has been made and seconded,

·3· ·three-year penalty on it, so that means it would have

·4· ·enjoyed two years worth of exemptions.

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·That's correct.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Which would be '16 and '17, so they owe

·9· ·taxes for this year.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

13· · · · · · · · · ·All right.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

15· · · · · · · · · ·And, Mr. Chairman, in my world, that's

16· ·about as good as we can do.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

18· · · · · · · · · ·I'm fine with it.

19· · · · · · · · · ·Any other questions or comments on that

20· ·one?

21· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

23· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Motion has been made and

24· ·seconded.

25· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."
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·1· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·All oppose with a "nay."

·4· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·That motion carries.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Then I'll make a motion for the second

·9· ·one, if you don't mind, Mr. Chairman, which is

10· ·20081221-A, which is Centric Pipe, and, again, the

11· ·investment is $1,968000, and as I appreciate it, the

12· ·expiration date was 12/31/2016, so I would move that we

13· ·grant the renewal, but with a two-year penalty.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Motion has been made by Mr. Jones;

16· ·seconded by Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

17· · · · · · · · · ·Any further comments from the public?

18· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Questions from the Board members?

21· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

23· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

24· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

·2· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·And I know the attorneys will work this

·6· ·out at the office.· Thank you.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

10· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Next we have Century

11· ·Marketing Solutions.· Please proceed.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

13· · · · · · · · · ·20130737, Century Marketing Solutions,

14· ·LLC, Ouachita Parish, initial contract expiration 12/31

15· ·of 2017, renewal request date July 31st of 2018.

16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Representative, please identify

18· ·yourself.

19· · · · · · · ·MS. MANN:

20· · · · · · · · · ·Melissa Mann with CenturyLink, and this

21· ·was simply an administrative oversight on our part.· We

22· ·flagged this in our system for the wrong renewal date,

23· ·so we fixed that as quickly as we could.· And we

24· ·understand the Board's policy for the one-year penalty,

25· ·and we don't object to that.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·So moved.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Motion made by Secretary Carmody;

·5· ·seconded by Mr. Slone.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Any comments or questions?

·7· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

12· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

13· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

16· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Mann.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have 2013474, 20130475, 20130476

19· ·and 20130477, all Cornerstone Chemical Company in

20· ·Jefferson Parish.· All of expiration dates were 12/31 of

21· ·2017, and all four of them were received on March 21st,

22· ·2018.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Please identify yourself.

25· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Hi.· I'm Linzi Bowman.· I'm the Credit

·2· ·and Tax Manager for Cornerstone Chemical Company.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·I disagree with the lateness of my

·4· ·contracts.· When I contacted Kristen on the 15th of July

·5· ·of 2017, I was notified from my e-mail that I could not

·6· ·renew my contracts via e-mail, which was the previous

·7· ·policy.· I mailed the documentation end of July, early

·8· ·August, contacted them back at the end of January of

·9· ·2018, early February, and was told they never received

10· ·my contracts.· So immediately I told her I had support

11· ·documentation for my contracts, supplied that

12· ·documentation to them and was told it was incomplete

13· ·because it did not have the affidavit of the contracts.

14· · · · · · · · · ·In the previous years, the affidavits

15· ·were not required until after the contracts were

16· ·approved.· So I feel, as a company, I don't feel I

17· ·should be penalized for the year for being and

18· ·communicating with both of them.

19· · · · · · · · · ·I've worked for Cornerstone for the last

20· ·eight years and have supplied all of the documentation

21· ·timely to them.· I just received my 2014 contract copies

22· ·from them in order to do the Project Completion Reports

23· ·and the Affidavit of Final Cost.· I don't receive my

24· ·documentation from them timely, and I feel I should not

25· ·be penalized for that.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·So when you say you received the

·3· ·affidavit, which affidavit was that?· Was that the

·4· ·Affidavit of Final Cost?

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·When you renew the contracts, you have

·7· ·to have an affidavit, which is notarized, that you on

·8· ·behalf of the company have acknowledged that you've

·9· ·provided all of the documentation.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· That affidavit.

12· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, sir.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Kristen, can you help us?

16· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· We asked -- we spoke with Linzi

18· ·and asked her to provide us any documentation she had of

19· ·proof from the postal service that would use that stamp

20· ·date for saying that she sent it in 2017, like she said

21· ·she did in August.· She provided us a copy of the

22· ·package that she sent, but there was no postmark date

23· ·from the postal service.· That's from a Pitney Bowes

24· ·machine that you run through it to pay for it with the

25· ·company, but there's no stamp saying it was sent on this
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·1· ·date and we just didn't receive it.· That's what we're

·2· ·looking for.· She didn't send it with a tracking number.

·3· ·We asked for that.

·4· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·And I am going forward, just so you

·6· ·know.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·She did going forward, she has going

·9· ·forward, and now with NextGen and everything going

10· ·online, so hopefully the mail problem will be solved.

11· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.· And I think it's just a

13· ·misunderstanding, and I apologize for not contacting

14· ·right after, but we moved off site, was receiving some

15· ·of my mail, not receiving some of my mail.· Like, I

16· ·didn't receive any notification from them that they

17· ·didn't receive my renewal.· I contacted them.· I mean,

18· ·previously, in the past, Ms. Lori would have contacted

19· ·me if she didn't receive it because I made the effort to

20· ·renew the contracts.· So I understand it's a

21· ·miscommunication probably on both of us, but I did my

22· ·best to supply my documentation and my support.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones, do you have a question?

25· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·It appears to me that the staff is

·2· ·technically correct.· I mean, we have a situation here

·3· ·where they've followed the rules.· However, it would

·4· ·also, unless you sent it certified mail return receipt

·5· ·requested, it would be difficult to prove the postmark

·6· ·because you don't get the postmark until it's gone to

·7· ·the post office.

·8· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Absolutely.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

11· · · · · · · · · ·And so I think the staff is doing what

12· ·it needs to do, and I think it's appropriate -- that's

13· ·the reason we have a board.

14· · · · · · · · · ·And this is one of those situations

15· ·where I feel it would be appropriate to grant the

16· ·renewal without a penalty, and I so move.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. CHABERT:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Second.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

20· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Motion has been made to

21· ·approve this with no consequence; seconded by Senator

22· ·Chabert, I believe.

23· · · · · · · · · ·Any other questions or comments from the

24· ·Board members regarding this one?

25· · · · · · · ·(No response.)
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Any other comments from the public?

·3· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. SLONE:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·I'm sorry.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Slone.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. SLONE:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·I appreciate your comments, and the

10· ·whole idea is you follow up on something that's

11· ·important to your organization --

12· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, sir.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. SLONE:

15· · · · · · · · · ·-- may be ensuring -- and I'm not trying

16· ·to poke a finger in your eye, but it seemed like you

17· ·poked a finger in the staff's eye.· So in defense of the

18· ·staff, I think, you know, you have a responsibility

19· ·also, and that is to ensure that you, whether it's

20· ·something that you sign for in the mail, FedEX, whatever

21· ·you call for, but it's important for us to follow up

22· ·because I did hear you say you sent something in July or

23· ·August, but you didn't follow up until January.· So

24· ·just --

25· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, sir.· And I'm certifying everything

·2· ·going forward.· I realize, I mean, a lot of the issues

·3· ·is probably with the mail service, so I am trying to

·4· ·prevent that from happening.· And I do communicate with

·5· ·both -- you know, both of them on pretty much any basis

·6· ·I have questions.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. SLONE:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:

10· · · · · · · · · ·You're welcome.

11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Any other comments?

13· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Slone.

14· · · · · · · · · ·Any other comments?

15· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

16· · · · · · · · · ·In NextGen you'll be able to do this

17· ·electronically and submit your signature online.

18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Which has been a long time coming.

20· ·Since 1992 at least.

21· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· Very favorable.

23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

24· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· All in favor, indicate with

25· ·an "aye."
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·1· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

·4· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.· All renewals for

·7· ·Cornerstone are approved in full.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·And that concludes the late renewals.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

11· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Usie.

12· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Next we have name changes.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

14· · · · · · · · · ·We have one change in name, United WELD

15· ·Operations, LP, 20150189-A in Livingston Parish requests

16· ·the name to be Epic Piping, LLC.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

18· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Any comments from the public

19· ·concerning the name change?

20· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

22· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board?

23· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion to approve the name

http://www.torresreporting.com/


·1· ·change?

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Representative Carmody; seconded

·3· ·by Ms. Heather Malone.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

·5· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

·8· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

10· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

11· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

12· · · · · · · · · ·We have one change in location only:

13· ·Epic Piping, LLC, 20150834, previous location 1352

14· ·Choctaw Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70805, East Baton

15· ·Rouge Parish, new location 28445 South Frost Road,

16· ·Livingston, Louisiana 70754 in Livingston Parish.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Motion to approve.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

20· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Any comments from the

21· ·public?

22· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

24· · · · · · · · · ·Motion has been made by Representative

25· ·Carmody; seconded by Senator Chabert.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

·2· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

·5· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

·9· · · · · · · · · ·We have nine transfers of tax exemption:

10· ·Albemarle Corporation, 20081302, 20081301-A, 20090945,

11· ·20101199, 20111253, 20130012, 20140008, 20145162 and

12· ·20152058 in East Baton Rouge Parish.· The new owner is

13· ·W.R. Grace & Co.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

15· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Any comments from the public

16· ·concerning the transfers?

17· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

19· · · · · · · · · ·Motion has been made by Senator Chabert;

20· ·seconded by Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

21· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

22· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

24· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

25· · · · · · · ·(No response.)
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·We have five cancelation requests:

·5· ·Houston Plating & Coatings, 20111111, 20150319 and

·6· ·20160819 in Lafayette Parish.· Company requests

·7· ·cancelation due to plant closing for business as of

·8· ·March 31st, 2016.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·CVD, Incorporated, 20110369 and 20120735

10· ·in Iberia Parish.· Company requests cancelation due to

11· ·taxes being paid and company being sold.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

13· · · · · · · · · ·Any comments from the public concerning

14· ·these cancelations?

15· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

17· · · · · · · · · ·Motion is made by Representative

18· ·Carmody; seconded by Ms. Malone.

19· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

20· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")

21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

22· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."

23· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

25· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:

·2· · · · · · · · · ·That concludes the ITEP portion.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Usie.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Secretary Pierson.

·6· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you for affording me a few moments

·8· ·to make some brief remarks.· I think it's critically

·9· ·important to keep this Board informed, so thank you for

10· ·that opportunity.

11· · · · · · · · · ·Some excellence to report to you.· Since

12· ·our last Board meeting, the Louisiana Department of

13· ·Economic Development has undergone an extensive,

14· ·year-long performance audit, financial audit, incentives

15· ·audit, and we're also calling in our stakeholders for

16· ·interviews in a process in compliance with the

17· ·International Economic Development Council, and because

18· ·of our excellence in terms of all of their evaluating

19· ·categories, we were awarded an Accredited Economic

20· ·Development Organization status today.· Louisiana is the

21· ·only state in the nation that has that status in North

22· ·America.· There are about 61 accredited economic

23· ·development organizations.· Scott Martinez, North

24· ·Louisiana Economic Partnership, is one of those.· We

25· ·have some other partners around the state that are also
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·1· ·accredited, but certainly reflects some excellence on

·2· ·behalf of the staff, some of which you see here, but

·3· ·many up on the 11th floor continue to perform in an

·4· ·exemplary fashion.· I'm very proud of their efforts.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·And with that, we're also producing some

·6· ·fantastic results.· We were awarded the Best Workforce

·7· ·Development Training Program in the Nation for our

·8· ·FastStart Program for the ninth time.· And I don't want

·9· ·anyone to think that's just because you keep bowling a

10· ·300, you stay at the top of the league.· This league

11· ·changes all of the time.· Many states are pursuing very

12· ·aggressive workforce programs, and we continue to be

13· ·innovative with ours and serve the corporate community

14· ·that we're seeking to attract, grow, retain here in our

15· ·state.· And so, for the ninth time, to win what I refer

16· ·to as a Superbowl trophy was certainly an outstanding

17· ·accomplishment made possible by the resources afforded

18· ·to us through the legislature and the Governor's support

19· ·and leadership at many levels.

20· · · · · · · · · ·And, finally, that excellence is

21· ·reported to us as well by Southern Business and

22· ·Development Magazine, which did a very thorough review

23· ·of performance of southern states in the 2017 timeframe,

24· ·and Louisiana finished Number 2 in terms of the

25· ·investment and job creation behind Kentucky.· So I'll
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·1· ·translate that a little bit to tell you that we beat

·2· ·Alabama.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·But I'm very proud of the organization

·4· ·that I'm honored to lead, and I'm very appreciative of

·5· ·this Board.· You are managing the tools that are the

·6· ·foundation of our success.· We have a fantastic momentum

·7· ·moving forward in this state right now.· We're on track.

·8· ·We're heading in the right direction.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Since January of '16, we have created

10· ·more than 24,000 jobs and retained 16,000 jobs in our

11· ·state.· We have more citizens working presently than

12· ·ever before in our history.· That's in the north of

13· ·2-million citizens employed.· We're seeing that

14· ·employment growing in every SMA around the state.

15· · · · · · · · · ·We know we are not declaring mission

16· ·accomplished.· Our work continues.· We still have

17· ·communities that are struggling, communities that need

18· ·more, but we're active in our outreach and community

19· ·development activities and opportunities.· And we've

20· ·seen also that Louisiana's GDP reached an annual rate of

21· ·$251-billion, and that's also the highest in the state's

22· ·history.

23· · · · · · · · · ·So a lot of things are going well for

24· ·us, it's because of the support that we get here that

25· ·we're able to continue that momentum.· And I would also
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·1· ·acknowledge the support of the legislature in bringing

·2· ·back the budget certainty that's so important.· And with

·3· ·that, we've recently seen movie investors upgrade

·4· ·Louisiana's financial outlook from what was negative to

·5· ·now stable, and that resonates with corporations that

·6· ·have succeeded in our state.· Again, much of those

·7· ·contracts and incentive programs come across your desk

·8· ·right here, and I'm greatly appreciative of that support

·9· ·and the role that we're able to play in building a

10· ·vibrant economy in our state.

11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

12· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

13· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have other business, election of

14· ·vice chair.

15· · · · · · · · · ·Don, you want to say something on this

16· ·or...

17· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

18· · · · · · · · · ·As many of you may know, Senator Robert

19· ·Adley was previously performing in the role of vice

20· ·chair for the Board of Commerce and Industry.· You may

21· ·not have been aware that we were going to consider this

22· ·today.· We would want to be open with the process, so my

23· ·suggestion might be that, unless the Board feels

24· ·differently, that those that have an interest in serving

25· ·as vice chair, make their interest known to Mr. Windham
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·1· ·and we can bring back the candidate list at our next

·2· ·meeting and the Board can decide on the determination of

·3· ·who will serve as vice chair for the Commerce and

·4· ·Industry Board.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·I'm seeing general agreement that that

·6· ·may be the pathway forward.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·8· · · · · · · · · ·So, agreement with everyone?· Because it

·9· ·did just come up.· You know, Dr. Wilson has been

10· ·designated as the Governor's representative, but nobody

11· ·had a chance to really think about it or talk about it

12· ·prior to this meeting, so we'll do that.· We'll defer

13· ·that action until next time.

14· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· With that, is there any

15· ·other business anyone who wants to bring up?

16· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:

18· · · · · · · · · ·Just one other comment.· I learned that

19· ·Mr. Pierson has recently been named the World Trade

20· ·Center of New Orleans Eugene Schreiber Award winner, and

21· ·we want to congratulate you for that recognition.· And

22· ·in the words of Eeyore, "It's just nice to be noticed

23· ·sometimes," you know.

24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

25· · · · · · · · · ·There will be a luncheon in November, I
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·1· ·believe.

·2· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

·3· · · · · · · · · ·November 9th.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

·5· · · · · · · · · ·November the 9th.

·6· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:

·7· · · · · · · · · ·But thank you for that acknowledgement,

·8· ·and I attribute it to the great team that I'm privileged

·9· ·to lead, and that team that in my view that is across

10· ·our state with our regional partners with consultants

11· ·that help manage things and a whole host of industry

12· ·that does a lot more than they're required to do, and

13· ·some of those points were made about Exxon today.

14· · · · · · · · · ·So on behalf of all of those that are

15· ·actively engaged in our state's economy, I'm privileged

16· ·to be recognized with that award.

17· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:

19· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Is there a motion to

20· ·adjourn?

21· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Mr. Jones; seconded by Mr.

22· ·Miller.

23· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed?

24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · ·All in favor?

·2· ·(Several members respond "aye."

·3· ·MR. WINDHAM:

·4· · · ·Approved.

·5· ·(Meeting concludes at 11:17 a.m.)
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·1· ·REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE:

·2· · · · · · · ·I, ELICIA H. WOODWORTH, Certified Court

·3· ·Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, as the

·4· ·officer before whom this meeting for the Louisiana Board

·5· ·of Commerce and Industry, do hereby certify that this

·6· ·meeting was reported by me in the stenotype reporting

·7· ·method, was prepared and transcribed by me or under my

·8· ·personal direction and supervision, and is a true and

·9· ·correct transcript to the best of my ability and

10· ·understanding;

11· · · · · · · ·That the transcript has been prepared in

12· ·compliance with transcript format required by statute or

13· ·by rules of the board, that I have acted in compliance

14· ·with the prohibition on contractual relationships, as

15· ·defined by Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure Article

16· ·1434 and in rules and advisory opinions of the board;

17· · · · · · · ·That I am not related to counsel or to the

18· ·parties herein, nor am I otherwise interested in the

19· ·outcome of this matter.

20
· · ·Dated this 14th day of September, 2018.
21

22· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·___________________________

23· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·ELICIA H. WOODWORTH, CCR

24· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Morning, everyone.  I'd like to call the

 3   Board of Commerce & Industry meeting for August 29th,

 4   2018 to order.

 5                   Ms. Daria Vinning, I'd like to welcome

 6   you to the Board.

 7                   She's the replacement for Melissa, so,

 8   welcome to C&I.

 9               MS. VINNING:

10                   Thank you.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Thank you.  Please call roll.

13               MS. VINNING:

14                   Okay.  We have a Dr. Shawn Wilson on

15   behalf of Governor John Bel Edwards.

16               DR. S. WILSON:

17                   Here.

18               MS. VINNING:

19                   Don Briggs on behalf of Lieutenant

20   Governor Billy Nungesser.

21               MR. BRIGGS:

22                   Here.

23               MS. VINNING:

24                   Representative Devillier on behalf of

25   Represent Neil Abramson.
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 1               MR. DEVILLIER:

 2                   Here.

 3               MS. VINNING:

 4                   Mayor Glenn Brasseaux representing

 5   Thomas Carmody.

 6               MAYOR BRASSEAUX:

 7                   Here.

 8               MS. VINNING:

 9                   Yvette Cola.

10               (No response.)

11               MS. VINNING:

12                   Major Coleman.

13               (No response.)

14               MS. VINNING:

15                   Rickey Fabra.

16               (No response.)

17               MS. VINNING:

18                   Manuel "Manny" Fajardo.

19               (No response.)

20               MS. VINNING:

21                   Jerry Jones.

22               MR. JONES:

23                   Here.

24               MS. VINNING:

25                   Heather Malone.

0005

 1               MS. MALONE:

 2                   Here.

 3               MS. VINNING:

 4                   Senator Danny Martiny.

 5               (No response.)

 6               MS. VINNING:

 7                   Charles "Robbie" Miller.

 8               MR. MILLER:

 9                   Here.

10               MS. VINNING:

11                   Jan Moller.

12               MR. MOLLER:

13                   Here.

14               MS. VINNING:

15                   Senator Norbert Chabert on behalf of

16   Senator JP Morrell.

17               (No response.)

18               MS. VINNING:

19                   Secretary Don Pierson.

20               SECRETARY PIERSON:

21                   Present.

22               MS. VINNING:

23                   Scott Richard.

24               (No response.)

25               MS. VINNING:
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 1       Darrel Saizan.

 2   (No response.)

 3   MS. VINNING:

 4       Danny Schexnaydre.

 5   (No response.)

 6   MS. VINNING:

 7       Ronnie Slone.

 8   MR. SLONE:

 9       Here.

10   MS. VINNING:

11       Bobby Williams, Junior.

12   (No response.)

13   MS. VINNING:

14       Steve Windham.

15   MR. WINDHAM:

16       Here.

17   MS. VINNING:

18       Dr. Woodrow Wilson, Junior.

19   DR. W. WILSON:

20       Here.

21   MS. VINNING:

22       Twelve present.  We have a quorum.

23   MR. WINDHAM:

24       Thank you, Ms. Vinning.

25       I'd like to welcome Mr. Don Briggs and
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 1   Secretary Dr. Shawn Wilson to the Board.  I know you

 2   guys have been oriented on the process and procedures,

 3   and I see Dr. Wilson has his little handbook in case

 4   there's anything he needs to look up.

 5                   Also, I believe we have another lady,

 6   Ms. Tanita Gilbert-Baker, who has been appointed as a

 7   replacement for Millie Atkins, and she has not made it

 8   yet.

 9                   And I would like to point out that

10   Senator Chabert has arrived.

11                   All right.  Did everyone have a chance

12   to read the minutes?

13                   Is there a motion to approve the

14   minutes?

15                   Made by Representative Carmody; seconded

16   by Jerry Jones.

17                   Any questions, changes?

18               (No response.)

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

21               (Several members respond "aye.")

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   All opposed with a "nay."

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Motion carries.

 2                   Now we'll move on to Quality Jobs

 3   Program presented by Frank Favaloro.

 4               MR. FAVALORO:

 5                   Yes.  I have four Quality Jobs

 6   applications:  20130129, Vivace Corporation, Orleans;

 7   20151264, Indorama Ventures Olefins, LLC, in Calcasieu;

 8   20161807, HR Nu Blu Energy, LLC in West Baton Rouge; and

 9   20170270, Total Quality Logistics, LLC in Orleans.

10                   That conclude the new applications.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Are there any comments from the public

13   concerning the new applications for the Quality Jobs

14   Program?

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Questions or comments from the Board

18   members?

19               (No response.)

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Is there a motion to approve?

22                   Made by Mr. Slone; seconded by Mayor

23   Brasseaux.

24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

25               (Several members respond "aye.")
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   All opposed with a "nay."

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Motion carries.

 6               MR. FAVALORO:

 7                   I have three renewal Quality Jobs

 8   applications:  20130960, PPG Industries, Inc.,

 9   Calcasieu; 20110182, Greatwide Dedicated Transport III,

10   LLC in St. Tammany; 20131052, CPX Interactive, LLC,

11   Orleans.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Are there any comments from the public

14   concerning these renewals?

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Questions or comments from the Board

18   members?

19               (No response.)

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Is there a motion to approve?

22                   Made by Ms. Malone; seconded by

23   Representative Carmody.

24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

25               (Several members respond "aye.")

0010

 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   All opposed with "nay."

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Motion carries.

 6               MR. FAVALORO:

 7                   We have one late renewal request.  The

 8   initial contract expired on 12/31 of '17.  Late renewal

 9   request was July 23rd of '18, and it expired at the end

10   of February, February 28th.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   All right.  Is there a representative

13   from Dyno Nobel Louisiana Ammonia with us today?

14                   Please step forward identify yourself.

15                   Please identify yourself.

16               MS. ELDER:

17                   Hi.  My name is Heidi Elder from Dyno

18   Nobel.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All right.  Can you tell us why it was

21   late.

22               MS. ELDER:

23                   Yes.  Regrettably we had an eternal firm

24   that was handling a lot of these contracts.  They did

25   our initial registration for us.  We decided to
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 1   discontinue their services and hand it over to our

 2   already burdened tax department.  It did not go as

 3   smoothly as we had hoped, and regrettably we missed this

 4   very important deadline.  So we are here to ask that

 5   that be renewed and the penalties waived.

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   All right.  Generally the penalties have

 8   not been waived.  It's been the posture of this Board to

 9   not waive the penalties.

10                   So with that, unless there are any

11   extenuating circumstances by the Board members.

12                   Representative Carmody.

13               MR. CARMODY:

14                   Yes, sir.  Are you making that in the

15   form of a motion?

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   I'm entertaining one, yes.

18               MR. CARMODY:

19                   I consider that.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Mr. Jones.

22               MR. JONES:

23                   Have they had any instances of being

24   late in the past?

25               MR. FAVALORO:
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 1                   We've had one application last year

 2   presented to the Board, and there was a 20 percent

 3   reduction, one year.

 4               MR. JONES:

 5                   So this is the second time it's been

 6   late?

 7               MR. FAVALORO:

 8                   Not for this company, no, sir.  We've

 9   only had one Quality Jobs contract renewal that's been

10   late.

11               MR. JONES:

12                   Let me make sure my question is clear.

13                   Has this company ever been late?

14               MR. FAVALORO:

15                   No, sir.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   All right.  So we have a motion on the

18   floor; second by Mr. Slone.

19                   Any further discussion?

20                   The motion is to restrict it by one

21   year, by 20 percent.

22                   Any further discussions?

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."
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 1               (Several members respond "aye.")

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   All opposed with a "nay."

 4               (No response.)

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Motion carries.

 7                   Thank you, Ms. Heidi.

 8               MR. FAVALORO:

 9                   We have three requests for change in

10   ownership for the following contracts:  20131171, Murphy

11   Energy Corporation to NGL Energy Operating, LLC in East

12   Feliciana; 20110182, Greatwide Dedicated Transport III,

13   LLC to Cardinal Logistics Management Corporation in St.

14   Tammany; and 20151041, Pin Oak Holdings, LLC to Pin Oak

15   Organization, LLC, St. John the Baptist.

16                   That concludes the change in ownership.

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   All right.  Are there any comments from

19   the public concerning the name changes for the Quality

20   Jobs Program?

21               (No response.)

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Questions or comments from the Board?

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Made by President Miller; seconded by

 2   Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

 3                   I have two Dr. Wilsons up here, so there

 4   may be a little confusion once in a while, but I may

 5   call one of them Shawn.

 6                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 7               (Several members respond "aye.")

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   All opposed with a "nay".

10               (No response.)

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Motion carries.

13               MR. FAVALORO:

14                   That concludes QJ.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Thank you, Mr. Favaloro.

17                   Next we have the Restoration Tax

18   Abatement Program presented by Ms. Becky Lambert.

19               MS. LAMBERT:

20                   Good morning.  We have 11 new

21   applications to present.  First one is 20131308, 417

22   Royal Restaurant, LLC in Orleans:  20170046, Academy

23   Real Estate, LLC, Orleans; 20161859, Bud Rip's, Orleans;

24   20120221, Echolstar Investments, LLC, Ouachita;

25   20141093, Hall Downtown, LLC, Ouachita; 20120286,
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 1   Michael Echols Enterprises, Ouachita; 20120938, Michael

 2   Echols Enterprises, Ouachita; 20121220, Michael Echols

 3   Enterprises, Ouachita; 20121281, Michael Echols

 4   Enterprises, Ouachita; 20161898, Third Floor Properties,

 5   Ouachita; 20180157, Troy D. Cheramie, Jefferson.

 6                   This concludes the new applications for

 7   a total investments of $16,640,000.

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Thank you, Ms. Lambert.  And I assume

10   all of the documents supporting the projects are in

11   order and on file with the Department?

12               MS. LAMBERT:

13                   Yes.  In fact, some of these

14   applications would have been presented at an earlier

15   time except that the resolutions had not come to the

16   Department, and upon investigation with the assessor's

17   office and the company, we learned that some of the

18   resolutions had not been sent.  They were assuming that

19   if one person sent it, then the other person sent it.

20   And until I received them completely from the local

21   governing authority representative, they don't come to

22   you.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   All right.  Thank you very much and good

25   job.
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 1                   Are there any comments from the public

 2   concerning the new applications for the Restoration Tax

 3   Abatement Program?

 4               (No response.)

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Questions or comments from the Board?

 7               (No response.)

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Is there a motion to approve them?

10                   Made by Mr. Moller; seconded by Dr.

11   Shawn Wilson.

12                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

13               (Several members respond "aye.")

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All opposed with a "nay."

16               (No response.)

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   Motion carries.

19               MS. LAMBERT:

20                   We have one renewal application for

21   20120912, Vantage Health Plan, Inc. DBA Monroe

22   Development, LLC in Ouachita.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   All right.  Are there any comments from

25   the public concerning the renewal of the Restoration Tax
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 1   Abatement Program?

 2               (No response.)

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Any comments from the Board?

 5               (No response.)

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Motion made by Dr. Woodrow Wilson;

 8   seconded by Representative Carmody.

 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10               (Several members respond "aye.")

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   All opposed with "nay".

13               (No response.)

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Motion carries.

16               MS. LAMBERT:

17                   The last item for the Restoration Tax

18   Abatement Program is a name change request for a company

19   in St. Tammany Parish, 20161825, formerly named Abita

20   Guest House, LLC.  The new name is Abita Springs Hotel,

21   LLC.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Are there any comments concerning the

24   name change for the Restoration Tax Abatement Program?

25               (No response.)
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Questions or comments from the Board?

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Motion made by Mayor Brasseaux; seconded

 6   by Mr. Slone.

 7                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 8               (Several members respond "aye.")

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   All opposed with a "nay."

11               (No response.)

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Motion carries.

14                   Thank you, Ms. Lambert.

15                   Next we have the Enterprise Zone

16   presented by Joyce Metoyer.

17               MS. METOYER:

18                   Good morning.  I have eight new

19   applications:  20141171, Affinity Health Group, LLC,

20   Ouachita Parish; 20181190, Alder Hotel Partners, LLC,

21   Orleans Parish; 20150913, Capital City Produce, LLC,

22   East Baton Rouge Parish; 20151094, Monsanto Company &

23   Subsidiaries, St. Charles Parish; 20180722, Turner

24   Industries Group, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish;

25   20181931, Domain CAC, LLC, Orleans Parish; 20140958, Our

0019

 1   Lady of the Lake Ascension Community Hospital,

 2   Incorporated, Ascension Parish; and 20151193, Park 80

 3   Hotels, LLC, Ascension Parish.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer, and I assume all

 6   of their paperwork is in order for the program?

 7               MS. METOYER:

 8                   Yes, sir.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Are there any comments from the public

11   concerning the new applications for the Enterprise Zone

12   Program?

13               (No response.)

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Any questions or comments from the Board

16   concerning any applications?

17                   Representative Carmody.

18               MR. CARMODY:

19                   Mr. Chairman, just a quick one, and I'm

20   sure Mr. Secretary could probably address it, Monsanto,

21   640-million investment in St. Charles Parish for the

22   Enterprise, can you -- is there somebody here from

23   Monsanto to kind of give us an overview of what that

24   investment reflects?

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Please step forward and identify

 2   yourself.

 3               MS. BOATNER:

 4                   Rhonda Boatner with Didier Consulting.

 5                   Currently Monsanto is adding a new

 6   project called the Dicamba Project, and this spending is

 7   related to the necessary equipment to retrofit and have

 8   the existing facility be compatible with this new

 9   project that's happening.  So this just spending that

10   has occurred prior to the project, the new project

11   coming on board, so that's...

12               MR. CARMODY:

13                   And the investment of the 640, that 640

14   has been spent or that's what's --

15               MS. BOATNER:

16                   It's already been spent.

17               MR. CARMODY:

18                   It has been sent?

19               MS. BOATNER:

20                   Yes, it has.

21               MR. CARMODY:

22                   Okay.  Thank you.

23                   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

24               MS. BOATNER:

25                   Any other questions?
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Any other questions?

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   All right.  The motion has been made by

 6   Mr. Slone; seconded by Representative Carmody.

 7                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye".

 8               (Several members respond "aye.")

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   All opposed with a "nay."

11               (No response.)

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Motion carries.

14                   Ms. Metoyer.

15               MS. METOYER:

16                   I have terminations:  20130113, Belk,

17   Incorporated, Livingston Parish.  Existing contract

18   period September 1, 2013 through August 31 of 2018.  The

19   requested term date is August 31 of 2018.  The program

20   requirements have been met, and no additional jobs are

21   anticipated.

22                   20151115, Walmart, Louisiana, LLC,

23   Orleans Parish.  Existing contract period July 31 of

24   2014 through July 30 of 2019.  The requested term date

25   is July 30 2017.  The program requirements have been
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 1   met, no additional jobs are anticipated.

 2                   20141116, Walmart, Louisiana, LLC,

 3   Ouachita Parish.  Existing contract period July 31 of

 4   2014 through July 30 of 2019.  The requested term date

 5   is July 30 of 2017.  The program requirements have been

 6   met, no additional jobs are anticipated.

 7                   20140155, Placid Refining Company, LLC,

 8   West Baton Rouge Parish.  Existing contract period is

 9   February 1 of 2014 through January 31 of 2019.  The

10   requested term date is July 31 of 2016, and the program

11   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are

12   anticipated.

13                   20130808, Rapides Healthcare System,

14   LLC, Rapides Parish, and the existing contract period is

15   August 1, 2013 through July 31, 2018.  The requested

16   term date is July 30th -- I'm sorry -- is January

17   31,2016.  The program requirements have been met, no

18   additional jobs are anticipated.

19                   20140988, Isidore Newman School, Orleans

20   Parish.  Existing contract period July 15, 2014 through

21   July 14, 2019.  The requested term date is March 15 of

22   2017.  The program requirements have been met, no

23   additional jobs anticipated.

24                   20131409, Sai Deva, LLC, Jefferson

25   Parish.  The existing contract period is October 1, 2014
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 1   through September 30, 2019.  The requested termination

 2   date is September 30, 2017.  The program requirements

 3   have been met, no addition jobs are anticipated.

 4                   20141542, Shaya Restaurant, LLC, Orleans

 5   Parish.  Existing contract is December 31, 2014 through

 6   December 30 of 2019.  That's a typo there on my part.

 7   And the requested term date is December 31 of '17.  The

 8   program requirements have been met, no additional jobs

 9   are anticipated.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Thank you.

12               MS. METOYER:

13                   There's one more.  I'm sorry.

14                   20131082, Red Stick Armature Works, LLC,

15   West Feliciana Parish, and the existing contract period

16   is August 20 of 2013 through August 19 of 2018.  The

17   requested term date is June 30, 2016, and the

18   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are

19   anticipated.

20                   That's it.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.

23                   Are there any comments from the public

24   concerning the Enterprise Zone termination requests?

25               (No response.)
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Questions or comments from the Board

 3   members?

 4               (No response.)

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Is there a motion to approve?

 7                   Made by Dr. Woodrow Wilson; seconded by

 8   Mr. Slone.

 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10               (Several members respond "aye.")

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   All opposed with a "nay."

13               (No response.)

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Motion carries.

16                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   We have Hud Usie -- I have a hard time

19   with that name -- for the Industrial Tax Exemption

20   Program.  Pointing out there are pre-EOs, post-EOs and

21   post-EOs with 2018 rules.

22                   Please proceed.

23               MR. USIE:

24                   We have four new pre-EEO applications:

25   20151795A, Blue Cube Operations, LLC, Iberville Parish;
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 1   20141008, Centric Pipe, LLC, Bossier Parish; 2014097A,

 2   ExPert Riser Solutions, LLC, Lafourche Parish; 20141117,

 3   YCI Methanol One, LLC, St. James Parish.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   All right.

 6               MR. JONES:

 7                   Mr. Chairman, I need to recuse myself

 8   from any discussion or vote on Number 20141117, YCI

 9   Methanol One.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Please note that for the record that

12   Mr. Jones has recused himself from 20141117-A-ITE, from

13   YCI Methanol One, LLC.

14                   Are there any comments from the public

15   concerning any of these applications?

16               MR. USIE:

17                   We did have one that was filed late,

18   Centric Pipe, 20141008, is as noted.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Is there a representative from Centric

21   Pipe with us today?

22                   Please step forward and identify

23   yourself.

24                   It was a late filing?

25               MR. USIE:
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 1                   Correct.

 2               MR. LONG:

 3                   Hi.  I'm Jack.  I'm from Centric Pipe.

 4                   It was a late filing --

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   I'm sorry.  What's your name?

 7               MR. JACK:

 8                   Jack.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Jack.  I'm sorry.  Jack.  And also your

11   last name?

12               MR. LONG:

13                   Long, L-o-n-g.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All right.  Why were you late?

16               MR. LONG:

17                   Yeah.  The filing's late because in 2014

18   we bought it from Northwest Pipe, and after that, we

19   outsourced our permit taxing to a outside consulting

20   firm.  And this next year, we wanted to bring it back,

21   and I'm going to do the property tax for the company.

22   And after I realized this contract has not been renewed,

23   because it has to be renewed each five years and that

24   the staff of the company before, maybe they forgot to

25   renew it, and now I catch it and I want to renew.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Okay.  This is a new application,

 3   though?

 4               MR. LONG:

 5                   Yeah.

 6               MR. USIE:

 7                   But they also have some renewals coming

 8   up.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   So renewals also?

11               MR. USIE:

12                   Correct.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   So does everyone understand what Jack is

15   saying?  They were late because they had outsourced it,

16   they brought it back in, they were late on the filing of

17   the original application.

18                   Mr. Jones, I believe you had a question.

19               MR. JONES:

20                   Not yet.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   So with that, our practice has been to

23   restrict the application and contracts by one year when

24   they are late.  So with that, I'll entertain a motion.

25                   Made by Dr. Wilson, Dr. Woodrow Wilson.
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 1                   Mr. Miller, you have a question?

 2               MR. MILLER:

 3                   So they missed the whole first five-year

 4   term?

 5               MR. USIE:

 6                   No.  It was due on March 31st of 2018

 7   and they filed that application on April 30th of 2018,

 8   so it would be a month.

 9               MR. MILLER:

10                   But the initial --

11               MR. USIE:

12                   Oh, that's what they would -- that's the

13   penalty if y'all --

14               MR. MILLER:

15                   On the initial five-year?

16               MR. USIE:

17                   On the initial five-year application.

18               MR. MILLER:

19                   And the assessor didn't pick it up on

20   the tax rolls.

21               MR. USIE:

22                   No.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   We'll need to have that confirmed.

25               MS. CHENG:
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 1                   We did confirm with the assessors that

 2   these assets haven't been taxed.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Okay.  They haven't paid taxes on them.

 5                   All right.  Any other questions?

 6                   Mr. Jones.

 7               MR. JONES:

 8                   So, Mr. Chairman, with the one-year

 9   penalty, essentially the five-year benefit becomes a

10   four-year benefit; is that correct?

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   For the initial contract with the option

13   of a five-year renewal that is filed timely.

14               MR. JONES:

15                   Mr. Long, you understand what we're

16   saying there what the one-year penalty means?

17               MR. LONG:

18                   Yeah.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Do you understand?

21               MR. LONG:

22                   Yeah.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   So it's a four-year contract instead of

25   five for the first one.
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 1               MR. LONG:

 2                   Yeah.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   It will have the option for a five-year

 5   renewal, but that will also have to be filed timely or

 6   it will be imposed a penalty as well.

 7               MR. LONG:

 8                   Okay.  So after the five years, I need

 9   to renew it for another five years?

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Correct, and you have to make that

12   renewal request before the contract expires.

13               MR. LONG:

14                   Okay.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   So contact Mr. Usie.

17               MR. CARMODY:

18                   Mr. Chairman?

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Yes.  I'm sorry.  Representative

21   Carmody.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   I just want to clarify for myself, if

24   the gentleman then takes this four years, at what point

25   is he to express in writing his affirmation that he
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 1   wants to go for the next five?  Is there a deadline?

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Before the contract expires.

 4               MR. CARMODY:

 5                   Okay.  So on the last date of the

 6   remaining four years, he has got to have notified --

 7               MR. USIE:

 8                   So on the fourth year, the expiration

 9   year, it can be renewed anywhere between July 1st, but

10   no later than December 31st of that expiring year.

11               MR. CARMODY:

12                   So six months prior.

13               MR. USIE:

14                   Six months prior.

15               MR. CARMODY:

16                   Thank you.  I just want to make sure

17   that he was aware.

18               MR. JONES:

19                   So I'm going to get even further in the

20   weeds.  So if the application is filed 2018, so four

21   years will be 2022; is that correct?

22               MR. USIE:

23                   It goes by the project ending year.

24               MR. JONES:

25                   Okay.
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 1               MR. USIE:

 2                   So it would be 2017.

 3               MR. JONES:

 4                   2017?

 5               MR. USIE:

 6                   December 31st, 2017 was the project

 7   period.

 8               MR. JONES:

 9                   So plus four years.

10               MR. USIE:

11                   Four years.

12               MR. JONES:

13                   So it will be 2021.

14               MR. USIE:

15                   Correct.

16               MR. JONES:

17                   Okay.  Good.  Thank you.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Any further questions?

20               (No response.)

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   We have a motion on the table and it was

23   seconded by Dr. Shawn Wilson.

24                   Any further comments from the Board?

25               SECRETARY PIERSON:
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 1                   Just be clear to be clear, it's the

 2   acceptance of the three applications, and the fourth

 3   application by Centric Pipe being restricted by one

 4   year.

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Correct, that is the motion, noting that

 7   Mr. Jones has recused himself from the YCI Methanol One

 8   action.

 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10               (Several members respond "aye.")

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   All opposed with "nay."

13               (No response.)

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Motion carries.  Thank you, Mr.

16   Secretary.

17               MR. USIE:

18                   Next we have seven post-EEO applications

19   following under 2017 rules, and we do have one that

20   needs to be deferred.  That's 20170003, Procter and

21   Gamble Manufacturing Company in Rapides Parish.

22               MR. JONES:

23                   So moved.

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Motion had been made to defer.
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 1                   Is there a second?

 2                   By Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

 3                   All in favor of the deferral, indicate

 4   with an "aye."

 5               (Several member respond "aye.")

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   All opposed with "nay".

 8               (No response.)

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Deferral carries.

11                   Please proceed.

12               MR. USIE:

13                   20180147, Iris Solar, LLC, Washington

14   Parish; 20181946, K&B Machine Works, LLC, Terrebonne

15   Parish; 20170177, Packing Corporation of America,

16   Beauregard Parish; 20161851, Packaging Corporation of

17   America, Beauregard Parish; 20161623, Packaging

18   Corporation of America, Beauregard Parish; 20180142,

19   Taminco US, LLC in Iberville Parish.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Are there any comments from the public

22   concerning the post-EO applications that are being

23   requested for exemption under the 2017 rules?

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Questions or comments from the Board?

 2               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 3                   Just to comment, this would be the

 4   Board's passage of the programs under the eight-year

 5   program, which is five at 100 percent and three at 80.

 6   All of these applications have a full complement of

 7   their local bodies included in their application

 8   process.  So the resolutions are all complete with their

 9   applications.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

12                   Mr. Miller.

13               MR. MILLER:

14                   On the Packaging Corporation in

15   Beauregard, there's the three and there's no permanent

16   new jobs.  Is that the compelling reason for retention?

17               MR. USIE:

18                   Yes.

19               MR. MILLER:

20                   Thank you.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Any additional questions or comments

23   from the Board members?

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Is there a motion to approve?

 2                   Made by Mr. Miller; seconded by Mr.

 3   Moller.

 4                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 5               (Several members respond "aye.")

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   All opposed with a "nay."

 8               (No response.)

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Motion carries.

11                   Please proceed.

12               MR. USIE:

13                   Next we have four post-EO --

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Yes, Mr. Briggs.

16               MR. BRIGGS:

17                   Mr. Chairman, on Item Number 7, when we

18   move to that section, I have a comment on one of them,

19   if I may.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   All right.

22                   All right.  Mr. Usie, please proceed.

23               MR. USIE:

24                   Next we have four post-EO applications

25   under 2018 rules:  20170103, A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., East
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 1   Carroll Parish; 20170103A, A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., East

 2   Carroll Parish; 20170254, Exxon Mobil Corporation, East

 3   Baton Rouge Parish; 20180145, St. James Solar, LLC, St.

 4   James Parish.

 5                   And the first application, 20170103 for

 6   A.O.U.O.P.S. was filed late as well.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   All right.  So noted.

 9                   Is there a representative from

10   A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc. with us today?

11                   Please step forward and identify

12   yourself.

13                   Can you tell us why you were late?

14                   Identify yourself, please.

15               MR. SHUMATE:

16                   Good morning.  I'm Will Shumate.  I'm

17   from A.O.U.O.P.S. Inc., East Carroll Parish.

18                   I believe the reason that our

19   application was late was due to change in rules.  We

20   originally were going to apply under the previous rules,

21   and we decided to apply under the 2018 rules and I would

22   assume that is why our application was late.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   So I have to bring an attorney up to

25   answer this one.
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 1               MR. SHUMATE:

 2                   Right.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Please identify yourself.

 5               MS. BOURGEOIS:

 6                   Tam Bourgeois for LED.

 7                   Just to clarify, was it making your

 8   decision as to whether to go under the 2017 or 2018

 9   rules?

10               MR. SHUMATE:

11                   With advisement from our attorney, yes,

12   ma'am.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   I think we may need to defer that one.

15               MR. USIE:

16                   It was my understanding that they just

17   were confused about the due date because the application

18   was filed before the new set of rules.

19               MR. SHUMATE:

20                   Yes.  I don't know about the deadline.

21   All of the paperwork is handled by Josh, my accountant,

22   and everything.  He did make me aware of the new set of

23   rules, but, you know, we had already, I guess, filled

24   our application and included.

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Okay.  I'd like to entertain a motion to

 2   defer this so that staff can look into it a little bit

 3   further because I don't definitely want to penalize you,

 4   and I know this Board doesn't want to penalize you if

 5   it's something that you shouldn't be penalized for.

 6               MR. SHUMATE:

 7                   Right.  Certainly, sir.  I really

 8   Appreciate it.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Dr. Woodrow Wilson has made the motion

11   to defer, and seconded by Ms. Malone to defer the first

12   one.

13                   Kristen, do you have something to say or

14   add?

15               MS. CHENG:

16                   The rules do state that the Board

17   "shall" penalize for a late-filed application, and I

18   believe it was late because they were not aware that an

19   application is due within 90 days of any portion of

20   their project being complete.  This is the first phase.

21   As it was complete, they didn't know they had to file an

22   application for the first phase, and they were waiting

23   to file it for the entire project.  And at the time we

24   notified them they were already late, so that's why the

25   first phase is filed late.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Okay.  Mr. Jones.

 3               MR. JONES:

 4                   I'm in favor of deferring it.  And, I'm

 5   sorry, I did not hear your name.

 6               MR. SHUMATE:

 7                   Will, Will Shumate.

 8               MR. JONES:

 9                   Mr. Shumate, we're going to likely defer

10   this to the next meeting.  When you come back, would you

11   bring whomever is responsible for filing these so they

12   can speak a little bit more authoritatively as to what

13   was going on inside the company?

14               MR. SHUMATE:

15                   Certainly.

16               MR. JONES:

17                   We like to hear from the company instead

18   of from the staff because, frankly, that's hearsay.  We

19   want to hear what was really going on.  And, again, we

20   don't want to penalize unnecessarily, but, at the same

21   time, the rules say what the rules say, and we want to

22   be sure we're walking that line.

23               MR. SHUMATE:

24                   Right, correct.

25               MR. JONES:
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 1                   Thank you very much.

 2               MR. SHUMATE:

 3                   Just to be clear, Mr. Jones, I am part

 4   of the company.  I have an ownership.

 5               MR. JONES:

 6                   I understand, but you apparently don't

 7   understand this issue.

 8               MR. SHUMATE:

 9                   I will have the accountant here for the

10   application.

11               MR. JONES:

12                   We need the people here that can answer

13   questions.

14               MR. JONES:

15                   Any questions or comments from the Board

16   concerning of the first A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., Number

17   20170103?

18               (No response.)

19               MR. JONES:

20                   All in favor of the deferment, indicate

21   with an "aye."

22               (Several members respond "aye.")

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   All opposed with a "nay."

25               (No response.)
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Motion carries.

 3                   Thank you, sir.  The first one is

 4   deferred.

 5                   We're going to take action on the second

 6   one.

 7               MR. SHUMATE:

 8                   Okay.  Thank you, sir.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   So I have some cards for one of the

11   applications here.  Exxon Mobil Corporation.

12                   Mr. Briggs.

13               MR. BRIGGS:

14                   Yes, I'd like to comment on this real

15   quick.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Let me get comments from the public

18   first, and then the Board gets their opportunity.

19               MR. BRIGGS:

20                   I apologize.  I'm a baby member.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   That's all right.

23                   All right.  Is there any questions from

24   the Board members before the public comments?

25                   So first we have Stephanie Cargile.
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 1                   Please step forward and identify

 2   yourself.  I have a blue sheet.

 3               MS. CARGILE:

 4                   Hi.  I'm Stephanie Cargile with Exxon

 5   Mobile.  And, Steve, may I bring up our plant manager,

 6   Angela Zeringue?

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Absolutely.

 9               MS. CARGILE:

10                   She also had a card in.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Yes.

13                   Welcome.  Please identify yourself.

14               MS. ZERINGUE:

15                   Angela Zeringue.  I am the plant manager

16   of the Exxon Mobil Baton Rouge Polyolefins Plant.

17                   So the project in front of us today is a

18   potential expansion of our propylene facilities in the

19   Gulf Coast.  So I think most of you may have read or

20   heard about what Exxon Mobil is calling a "Growing the

21   Gulf Initiative," so a $20-million investment of over 10

22   years.  This is a part of that.

23                   We're in the evaluation stages, hoping

24   to make a funding decision by the end up the year, so

25   today is a very important step for us in terms of the
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 1   economic analysis of that investment.  If we're able to

 2   bring the project to Baton Rouge, it would double the

 3   capacity of the existing polypropylene facility in the

 4   plant, essentially building a second line with

 5   additional capability in terms of polypropylene

 6   products, which are, in a myriad of applications, most

 7   notably, for this potential new line, it would serve the

 8   automotive market in a large part, which allows us to

 9   have advanced products that help with fuel efficiency,

10   light-weighting cars and improving safety, et cetera.

11                   So we're very excited about the

12   potential.  It brings 45 -- according to the

13   application, or consistent with the application, I

14   should say, at least 45 new permanent Exxon Mobil

15   positions at the plant, but in addition to that, there's

16   a minimum of 20 permanent contractor positions that

17   would be needed to serve to support that new facility.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   All right.  Thank you, Ms. Zeringue.

20                   Are there any questions?

21                   Mr. Moller.

22               MR. MOLLER:

23                   I guess you kind of answered my

24   question, but the application says 45 new permanent

25   jobs.  The advanced notice talks about 40 estimated new
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 1   jobs, and then in the explanation, it talks about 60 new

 2   local jobs, and so the discrepancy has to do with the

 3   permanent Exxon jobs versus the contractor jobs?

 4               MS. ZERINGUE:

 5                   Correct.  So let me clarify.  There's

 6   permanent positions to run the facility once it would

 7   start up, which we would hope we would have in place by

 8   the middle of 2021, and that's the 65, 45 minimum Exxon

 9   Mobil and 20 contract.  And then during peak

10   construction, there's 600 construction jobs, which is

11   also noted on that application.

12               MR. MOLLER:

13                   Right.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Thank you, Mr. Moller.

16                   Any there any other questions or

17   comments from the Board members?

18               SECRETARY PIERSON:

19                   Mr. Briggs wants to speak, and then I'll

20   ask to make some comments as well.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Mr. Briggs.

23               MR. BRIGGS:

24                   Yes.  This is a project that gives and

25   keeps on giving.  It's one of those that will give for
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 1   many decades.  We're in such competition with our states

 2   to the west of us and some to the east of us, and this

 3   is the kind of project that gives and it does so much.

 4                   Yes, it's a big job for Mr. Secretary

 5   and all of your key members to have the local people

 6   informed, and, you know, governments, and they all need

 7   to be a part of the project.

 8                   Thank you.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Thank you, Mr. Briggs.

11                   Mr. Secretary.

12               SECRETARY PIERSON:

13                   I just want to make some comments

14   relative to the project and also some instructive

15   comments just as the Board moves forward.

16                   As you see, this is a request under the

17   2018 rules, which means that the change has occurred, is

18   now effective, that your approval of this project will

19   place it with a 10-year exemption at 80 percent.  So on

20   day one, this plant will begin to contribute to the

21   local community through the millages collected, and that

22   was a decision that I applaud because Exxon chose to

23   move forward in that fashion.

24                   Certainly the Governor's in support of

25   this project.  We understand the magnitude of what
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 1   Mr. Briggs points out.  Certainly we know that the

 2   numbers that you talked about, Mr. Moller, you made a

 3   good point, and I think it's also got some instructive

 4   elements to it.  Our advanced notifications are always

 5   estimates.  So when that number changed, it changed on

 6   Exhibit A, which is now attached formally and is the

 7   formal commitment to the community and the state, so

 8   that's what now we see as the commitment that's listed

 9   on your list.

10                   So you are correct to point that out.

11   My point is simply to say that that was one of the areas

12   that we sought to improve is that if you see the

13   advanced notification online, certainly it is the

14   thought and the best thinking available by the company

15   of a proposed project of what they will do, but when

16   Exhibit A comes before you, is the full commitment and

17   carries that as a performance objective going forward.

18                   So thank you to our Exxon colleagues for

19   the confidence to reinvest in our state.  We know that

20   we are still in a competition.  This is what's called a

21   front-end contract with the Board given that it gets

22   local approval, and once that front-end contract is in

23   place, it gives us the opportunity to represent this tax

24   abatement formally to the corporation.  Without that, it

25   remains as a zero in the matrix under consideration and
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 1   allows distinct advantages to states that would also

 2   like to receive this type of investment.

 3                   So appreciate your opportunity just to

 4   give you some overview and understanding of one of the

 5   first applications to be considered by the Board under

 6   the 2018 rules, which became effective on the 20th of

 7   August.

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

10                   So this puts us in the position to

11   secure the operation should this Board and the state and

12   the locals support the project?

13               SECRETARY PIERSON:

14                   Yes.  By the terms of the rules, this

15   will now be noticed to the assessor, the school board,

16   the parish commission and the sheriff.  Their responses

17   to that will then be noted, and a final and formal

18   decision will be rendered.  And that decision is what

19   Exxon will, I presume, represent to their board of

20   directors.

21               MS. ZERINGUE:

22                   That is correct.  Our preliminary

23   meetings start in October, so today is step one toward

24   being able to have an answer of what we'll include in

25   the economic analysis.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   All right.  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

 3                   Mr. Slone.

 4               MR. SLONE:

 5                   So, yes, I would like to thank my new

 6   colleague over there, Mr. Briggs, for his comments, and

 7   being a newbie, I've been there before.  It's okay,

 8   brother.  We'll talk you through it.

 9                   But, also, Secretary's comments.  The

10   thing that is important to me is I grew up in North

11   Baton Rouge, and to know that this project is in North

12   Baton Rouge and some of the other things that Exxon

13   Mobil is doing in North Baton Rouge as corporate

14   citizens, one in particular is their resource center,

15   Small Business Resource Center.  We know that if we

16   drive down Scenic Highway, it's sort of desolate next to

17   your facility, but to put some folks and some investment

18   into the community with reference to getting small

19   businesses up and running.

20                   The training program that's in North

21   Baton Rouge for the skilled labor that's going to be

22   needed not only for your facility, but other surrounding

23   facilities, is important.

24                   I just want to highlight the fact that

25   there's great value to what you're bringing to the table
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 1   as well as increased investment, as the Secretary

 2   mentioned.  And I kind of like your process where you're

 3   putting this whole thing through several hoops, if you

 4   will, and giving us an opportunity to, as the community,

 5   hear from you throughout, because it's my understanding

 6   that you've had some meetings over, what, probably a

 7   year and a half.

 8               MS. ZERINGUE:

 9                   Correct.

10               MR. SLONE:

11                   And the heads have been nodding yes,

12   this is great, but north Baton Rouge needs this, and I'm

13   telling you that.  My charge to you is that there's

14   going to be a need for some hand holding.  Folks are not

15   used to things such as this, and we have to encourage

16   and get people to the table to apply for the jobs, to go

17   through the training.  So whatever you can do to add

18   additional resources to ensure that we've got some case

19   management, if you will, that's probably the best way I

20   can present that, because North Baton Rouge needs it.

21   So I applaud your efforts in this project.

22               MS. CARGILE:

23                   Thank you.

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Thank you, Mr. Slone.
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 1                    Senator Chabert.

 2               MR. CHABERT:

 3                   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

 4                   You had alluded to permanent independent

 5   subcontractors that are going to be involved in the

 6   operations.  Can you repeat those numbers?

 7               MS. ZERINGUE:

 8                   Yes.  So a minimum of 20 additional

 9   long-term positions, permanent positions, which will be

10   contractors primarily in the packaging area of the

11   facility.

12               MR. CHABERT:

13                   And you're estimating increase obviously

14   with a plant expansion of services that may already be

15   provided to the plant currently with the subs and --

16               MS. ZERINGUE:

17                   It's similar.  Yes, it's similar.

18               MR. CHABERT:

19                   Because that's, often in this Board, and

20   even in the legislature, we focus on direct and indirect

21   jobs, and sometimes that's sort of a big guy, little

22   guy.

23               MS. ZERINGUE:

24                   Yeah.

25               MR. CHABERT:
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 1                   I'm 5'10", 5'9", so --

 2               MS. ZERINGUE:

 3                   We don't want to talk about how tall I

 4   am.

 5               MR. CHABERT:

 6                   I like the medium-sized guy, and I say

 7   all the time, you know, Exxon being one of the plants

 8   along the river, one of the examples where the big guy

 9   really does have a presence in the state, permanent

10   presence.

11                   Quite often people mistake that as

12   thinking that Louisiana is an oil and gas state, when in

13   reality we are a oil and gas service state, and the

14   overwhelming majority of the companies in this state are

15   those folks in the middle that are providing the

16   services, whether it's the shipyard, constructing

17   something or, we just talked about, Representative

18   Carmody and I, about machine shop and how much that

19   plays into the economy.  So while we may not see the ROI

20   reflected directly here; all right, we're going to see

21   it in those 60 and $70,000 jobs that are going to

22   increase due to an investment in this size.

23                   So I hope we're successful.  I do think

24   this is a positive step for the state.

25               MS. ZERINGUE:

0053

 1                   Appreciate the support.  And that's a

 2   really good point.  The 20 is obviously within the fence

 3   line.  You're speaking to the indirect jobs throughout

 4   the community, and a 10-to-1-type ratio is what the

 5   studies show for your industry, so...

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Thank you, Senator.

 8                   Representative Carmody.

 9               MR. CARMODY:

10                   And one last question for Secretary,

11   that is that the 80 percent reduction -- or, excuse me,

12   the 80 percent over a 10-year period, that should place

13   us hopefully in at least some sort of competitive

14   advantage with our surrounding Gulf Coast states, or at

15   least right there in about what they are offering, so

16   that the Exxon Mobils of the world can evaluate what

17   benefits they get by coming to the Pelican State versus

18   going somewhere else.

19               SECRETARY PIERSON:

20                   That's correct.  And the new program was

21   designed to help us get a faster response providing more

22   certainty to the companies, and that can occur.  And at

23   the 80 percent abatement, we are not number one, but we

24   remain in a very competitive position.

25               MR. CARMODY:
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 1                   Excellent.  I just want to make sure.

 2   Thank you.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Thank you, Representative.

 5                   Mr. Miller.

 6               MR. MILLER:

 7                   Just to be very, very clear, Exxon is

 8   still competing within Exxon to have this plant built in

 9   Baton Rouge; correct?

10               MS. ZERINGUE:

11                   Correct.

12               MR. MILLER:

13                   And there's not just one other

14   competitor inside of Exxon, there's multiple competitors

15   within Exxon?

16               MS. ZERINGUE:

17                   That is correct, and the analysis will

18   look at all factors, this being one of them, in terms of

19   what is the optimal investment to grow our polypropylene

20   production.

21               MR. MILLER:

22                   Thank you very much.

23                   If it's appropriate, I would like to

24   make a motion that we move this.

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   All three of them?

 2               MR. MILLER:

 3                   Yes.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Yes, it is appropriate to make a motion.

 6                   Is there a second?

 7                   Seconded by Mr. Slone.

 8                   Are there any other questions from the

 9   Board?

10                   I have some other cards, though.  Don't

11   get lost yet.

12                   Okay.  Are there any other comments or

13   questions from the Board for Ms. Zeringue or Ms.

14   Cargile?

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Thank you.

18               MS. ZERINGUE:

19                   Thank you.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   And we are definitely in support of your

22   project.  Louisiana is the place to do this project, and

23   we hope this is a good indicator to you as well as to

24   our communities that we support this project.

25               MS. ZERINGUE:
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 1                   Appreciate that support.  Thank you.

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Thank you.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Next I have Mr. Rick Kearny.

 6                   Please step forward and identify

 7   yourself.

 8               MR. KEARNY:

 9                   It may take a while.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   You want me to put you in the cue while

12   I have another person come up?

13               MR. KEARNY:

14                   No.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Okay.

17               MR. KEARNY:

18                   Good morning.  My name is Rick Kearny,

19   and I'm the 2018 Chair for the Baton Rouge Area Chamber,

20   and I just wanted to come and heartily endorse the

21   application for Exxon for the ITEP.

22                   Exxon has been a great corporate partner

23   in Baton Rouge.  It's grown along with Baton Rouge.  My

24   dad worked for Exxon for 40 years, so I'm well aware of

25   the economic impact it has with direct jobs.  And then
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 1   if you look at, as they pointed out, auxiliary companies

 2   who service Exxon, we've got some very large,

 3   high-employed companies that owe at least a part of

 4   their success to Exxon.  So, you know, I certainly

 5   endorse it from that aspect.

 6                   I'm also on several charitable boards,

 7   the Salvation Army, I've been on the Food Bank Board,

 8   and I've seen the impact also that Exxon has on that.

 9   So I certainly want to encourage the approval of it.  I

10   think it's important to upgrade facilities and add

11   facilities to stay efficient.  So I appreciate your, you

12   know, your positive vote.  Thank you.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Thank you, Mr. Kearny.

15                   Are there any questions for Mr. Kearny

16   from the Board members?

17               (No response.)

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   All right.  Thank you, sir.

20                   Next we have Ms. Joyce James.

21                   Please come forward and identify

22   yourself.

23                   Mr. Saizan just joined us.

24               MS. JAMES:

25                   Good morning.  How is everyone?
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Good morning.  Doing well.

 3               MS. JAMES:

 4                   My name is Joyce James, and I serve as

 5   the Director of Good Work Network, SBA Women's Business

 6   Center.  We're located in New Orleans and in Baton

 7   Rouge.  And to be accurate, I'd like to kind of read

 8   from my statement this morning because I'm going to give

 9   you some numbers and I want to be accurate.  Okay?

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   All right.

12               MS. JANES:

13                   Okay.  So we were founded in 2001 to

14   serve as catalysts for the minority and women-owned

15   businesses, and that success -- through that success, we

16   target our work through coaching, technical assistance

17   and training, and our client base is 86 percent minority

18   and 67 percent female.  We've helped to launch and

19   strengthen more than 2,000 women, minority-owned

20   businesses, thus creating and sustaining more than 5,000

21   jobs.

22                   In 2010, we launched Connect Works.

23   Connect Works was launched to assist qualified minority

24   and women-owned businesses in securing contract

25   opportunities, and since participating in our Connect
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 1   Works Program, the small businesses have reported over

 2   200 contracts awarded totalling over 60-million in

 3   value.

 4                   We know how important this kind of

 5   economic development project is to small businesses we

 6   work with.  Many of the contractors, vendors and service

 7   suppliers in our community depend on manufacturing

 8   industry, which drives so much of our local economy.

 9                   I ask that you support this project and

10   those like it to improve the economic opportunities for

11   the small businesses we serve.  So I thank you for

12   supporting Exxon in this application.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Thank you, Ms. James.

15                   Does any of the Board members have any

16   questions for Ms. James?

17               (No response.)

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Thank you for your comments.

20               MS. JAMES:

21                   All right.  Thank you.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Next we have Mr. John Overton.

24               MR. OVERTON:

25                   Good morning.  I'm John Overton.  I want
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 1   to voice support for this project from -- I'm a small

 2   business owner, and Exxon is not a client, but many of

 3   my clients are small businesses that serve companies

 4   like Exxon or serve companies that have Exxon as their

 5   client.

 6                   The other indirect benefits are family

 7   members of people who work at Exxon that Exxon brings

 8   into our community, children of people who, like Rick

 9   Kearny, a child of an Exxon employee for 40 years,

10   spouses.  These are all great assets to our company, and

11   when we -- and to our community.  When we bring in that

12   type of investment, it brings in a whole lot -- the

13   "drag" is what we call it.  It's awesome dragging.  It's

14   the type of thing that, sure, I'd love to have Exxon as

15   a client, but I would -- the great fit for me are

16   companies that are stable and strong that serve

17   companies like Exxon and bring with them family members

18   that also invest in our community.

19                   So just short and sweet, support from

20   the small business community, and we're grateful that

21   they're looking at us.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Thank you.

24                   Are there any questions from the Board

25   members for Mr. Overton?

0061

 1               (No response.)

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Thank you, sir.

 4                   Last blue card that I have, it's from

 5   Adam Knapp.

 6                   Please step forward and identify

 7   yourself.

 8               MR. KNAPP:

 9                   Thank you, Mr. Windham.  Adam Knapp.

10   I'm the President and CEO of the Baton Rouge Area

11   Chamber.  It's a pleasure to be here today.

12                   As you've heard from a lot of folks,

13   this is an important project for our region.  BRAC is

14   the regional economic development organization for the

15   nine parish area, and also we work under contract with

16   East Baton Rouge on economic development work.

17                   I convey to you the Mayor President's

18   support for this project.  She has sent her

19   communication to the company that she is also in support

20   of the project, joining Governor Edwards for his support

21   of the project.

22                   A few points that haven't been brought

23   about.  I think it's important to note that Exxon came

24   to Baton Rouge 110 years ago, almost 110 years ago, and

25   really helped define the economy of the State of
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 1   Louisiana and the capital region of the State of

 2   Louisiana, and you can look across the ecosystem, that

 3   the supply chain around Exxon, and see what 110 years of

 4   having an incredible driver like Exxon in our economy

 5   has done and the ripple effects of the companies that it

 6   has created that have been around for just about as long

 7   as Exxon has creating jobs and creating economies of

 8   their businesses in other states as they have grown from

 9   the bases of that company.

10                   This represents probably the largest

11   investment that Exxon has made in Louisiana and in Baton

12   Rouge in well over a decade, possibly well longer than

13   that.  These are hard projects to go after and secure.

14   We know that, having seen this for many years, how

15   difficult it is to have major corporations that have

16   been here for many years continue to make major

17   investments in your community.

18                   In many ways, it's also a poster child,

19   I think, for the new ITEP rules to show that this is a

20   project we want to compete for and win.  It creates new

21   jobs in our community, creates spin-off effects, "drag,"

22   as Mr. Overton described it, and those are things we

23   want to continue to be competitive for.

24                   As you heard from Ms. Zeringue, we see

25   many opportunities for future investments in a company
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 1   that seeks to make great investments across the Gulf

 2   Coast of the United States because of the great climate

 3   that we have for energy in America right now, and we

 4   don't want to put ourselves at a disadvantage to loose

 5   out that the Capital Region or Louisiana can compete for

 6   these kinds of projects.

 7                   And I'll just echo what you've already

 8   heard.  Exxon has continued to be a great corporate

 9   citizen across non-profits, across communities in which

10   they operate, investments in training, investments in

11   our citizens to get them access to the jobs and the

12   careers that this will be creating.

13                   Thank you for your consideration.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Are there any questions for Mr. Knapp?

16               (No response.)

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   Thank you, Mr. Knapp.

19                   Are there any other comments from the

20   attendees of the public?

21                   I have one comment.

22                   Please step forward and identify

23   yourself.

24               MR. JACOBS:

25                   Good morning.  My name is Rinaldi
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 1   Jacobs.  I'm the Executive Director of the Baton Rouge

 2   North Economic Development District.

 3                   We have a direct impact and input with

 4   Exxon Mobil and its effects on North Baton Rouge.  As

 5   we're going through a new renaissance in North Baton

 6   Rouge, in not just industrial development, but job

 7   training, focus, getting people to come back to North

 8   Baton Rouge, as Mr. Slone has always alluded to.  We

 9   want to make sure that this body understands the

10   importance of not just of Exxon and the simple job

11   creation, but the multiplier effect of jobs that it

12   provides in North Baton Rouge.  But not only that, Exxon

13   has committed a sin in this community.  I always tease

14   them that their sin is they don't talk enough about all

15   of the good things that they do in the community.  Our

16   organization, Baton Rouge North Economic Development

17   District, has benefitted directly with our relationship

18   with Exxon, and it helps small business owners as well.

19                   These small business owners in North

20   Baton Rouge, while they may not always directly have

21   business with Exxon, they certainly benefit from the

22   multiplier effect.  The only way that we're going to

23   cure the poverty of North Baton Rouge is with employment

24   and investment.  Period.  Point blank.  Simple.  So

25   let's not make this situation very complicated.  Many of
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 1   us live, work, worship, send our kids to public schools,

 2   as I did, in North Baton Rouge, and I hope that my sons

 3   will send their children to school, as we are doing, in

 4   North Baton Rouge.

 5                   So Exxon has been a part of the STEM

 6   Program and many, many, many things, and we just hope to

 7   reform them to make them tell more about what they're

 8   doing in the community.  The great American comedian

 9   Will Rogers said, "It ain't bragging if you can do it."

10   Exxon is doing it, so we're here to brag on their

11   involvement in North Baton Rouge.

12                   Thank you very much.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Are there any questions for Mr. Jacobs?

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Thank you.

18                   All right.  Are there any other comments

19   from the public?

20               (No response.)

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Any other questions or comments from the

23   Board members?

24               MR. JONES:

25                   Mr. Chairman, before we vote, is there
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 1   somebody here from St. James Solar, please?

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Please step forward and identify

 4   yourself.

 5                   Identify yourself.

 6               MR. GROBERG:

 7                   I'm David Groberg with Sunchase Power,

 8   owners of St. James Solar.

 9               MR. FERGUSON:

10                   Will Ferguson with Sunchase Power.

11               MR. LEONARD:

12                   Jimmy Leonard with Advantous Consulting.

13               MR. JONES:

14                   In deference to Senator Chabert's

15   comments about being the middle guy, it's tough being

16   the $30-million project when you've got Exxon on the

17   agenda, and I just wanted to say that there are

18   communities in this state that if someone came and

19   announced a $30-million project, they name streets after

20   you.  So I didn't want you to feel as though you were

21   being ignored, which we thank you.  We appreciate your

22   investment in St. James Parish as well.

23               MR. FERGUSON:

24                   Thank you very much.  We appreciate your

25   support.
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 1               MR. GROBERG:

 2                   Thank you very much.  We definitely

 3   appreciate it.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Any other comments?

 6               MR. JONES:

 7                   Scared you, didn't it?

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Mr. Jones, I was going to point that out

10   that we're not just -- this is not just an Exxon show.

11                   All right.  So we do have a motion on

12   the floor with a proper second for the approval of three

13   Industrial Tax Exemptions under the 2018 rules.

14                   Any other comments from the Board

15   members?

16               (No response.)

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

19               (Several members respond "aye.")

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   All opposed with a "nay."

22               (No response.)

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Motion carries.

25                   Ms. Zeringue, go back and tell corporate
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 1   that we want this project.  This Board is in full

 2   support of it, and if you need the body to do anything

 3   as you work your way through the process, if you'll let

 4   me know, I will get all of these individuals on your

 5   side.

 6                   All right.  Mr. Secretary, you got a

 7   question or comment?

 8               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 9                   No.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Please proceed, Mr. Usie.

12               MR. USIE:

13                   Next we have 43 renewals, one which

14   requested withdrawal is 20140 --

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Let me ask this:  First all of, these

17   renewals were timely filed?

18               MR. USIE:

19                   Timely-filed renewals.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   They're all in compliance with

22   everything that they're supposed to be, they're strictly

23   renewals.  I believe someone may have had a question

24   about the renewal process that was with us today in

25   the -- from the public.
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 1               (No response.)

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   No?  So I would be willing to entertain

 4   a -- oh, we have one that's withdrawn?

 5               MR. USIE:

 6                   I have one that needs to be withdrawn.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Oh, I'm sorry.

 9               MR. USIE:

10                   It's the 20140505, Bradken, Inc. in

11   Tangipahoa.

12               MR. CARMODY:

13                   So moved to withdraw.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All right.  Motion has been made for

16   deferral or to withdraw -- withdrawn.  So it doesn't

17   need a motion.

18                   With that one, y'all, is there a motion

19   to approve these in globo?

20                   Made by Dr. Wilson; seconded by Mr.

21   Slone.

22                   Any comments or questions from the Board

23   concerning the in globo approval of these renewals?

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 2               (Several members respond "aye.")

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   All opposed with a "nay."

 5               (No response.)

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Motion carries.

 8               MR. CARMODY:

 9                   Mr. Chairman, I think this might be the

10   appropriate time that I could ask the Secretary to help

11   me.

12                   Members, I think, for those of you that

13   came on the Board with the new administration, each of

14   us received a report that showed the total value of the

15   tax exemptions that the State of Louisiana had given

16   broken out by the 64 parishes.  And what I had asked the

17   Secretary to hopefully discuss right now would be access

18   to that information so that each of us that live in our

19   individual parishes, mine Caddo, that I could pull the

20   information up and hopefully for 2017, I would think

21   would be the last year, to be able to access that

22   information and see what my governmental entities have

23   given away in exemptions total against the parish.

24               SECRETARY PIERSON:

25                   Invested in the --
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 1               MR. CARMODY:

 2                   I'm sorry.  Invested.  That's a better

 3   way to put it.

 4               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 5                   I thank you for that opportunity.

 6                   Clearly we have additional education

 7   support to conduct, and I'm very pleased and proud of

 8   where we are as a agency, Louisiana Economic

 9   Development, in that lane of transparency.  For a number

10   of years now, and I appreciate that it's more maybe

11   widely known in the economic development community,

12   where practitioners were out there across our state, our

13   regional organizations, and, also, as you see,

14   representing some of the companies that outsource their

15   documentation to various consulting firms.  They do a

16   great job and act as facilitators to move a high volume

17   of paperwork through the system that comes to you after

18   it's been formally vetted and all of the legal elements

19   are present, and we're proud of the quality that we

20   produce and bring here.

21                   To see these documents, for many years,

22   we have a segment of the Louisiana website where you

23   click on the "Incentives" tab and go to "Fastlane."

24   Now, when you first see this screen, it may intimidate

25   you because it asks you to sign in.  You only really
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 1   have to sign in for certain kinds of information.  You

 2   just click on that screen, and you will next see a

 3   search window and you can search in any parish with the

 4   various programs.  And as practitioners, this is

 5   something that we do commonly.  I may be invited to a

 6   speaking engagement in Northeast Louisiana, so I'll go

 7   to Ouachita and click "Advanced Notifications" or

 8   "Contracts," and they will come up.  And they're very

 9   readily visible, and there's great ways to do that.

10                   In a continuing effort to take the

11   department towards paperless status, which will also

12   allow for faster approvals as things move from Louisiana

13   Economic Development perhaps over to the Division of

14   Administration and go through certain acknowledgements

15   that we have to have in the state, we have invested to

16   bring around a Fastlane 2.0.  We call it "NextGen," Next

17   Generation, internally.  We have had some comments from

18   our practitioner audience.  Certainly there's a small

19   learning curve that's associated with any changeups, and

20   we're doing a soft opening in that we wanted this

21   interaction with the folks that typically use Fastlane

22   now so that if there were any bugs, we could discover

23   those and correct those before we do a major

24   announcement about our rollout.  But it is ready and

25   available, and I look forward to the opportunity.
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 1                   I've instructed our Business and

 2   Incentive staff to get ready to move around the state to

 3   our eight regions and conduct educational seminars that

 4   demonstrate these fantastic features that are part of

 5   this upgraded software program.  And certainly we'll, I

 6   think as you've pointed out, it's very important that

 7   our elected officials also know or their staff know how

 8   to access this kind of information.

 9                   Very powerful tool.  Very appropriate to

10   have the public transparency around these projects.

11   We're proud of these projects.  They are doing what we

12   look for them to do, and that is to build a vibrant

13   economy in our state.  So we look forward to working

14   with you.  Certainly we can do one-on-one.  I want to

15   make this opportunity available to the Board members

16   here as well.  You govern these contracts and

17   engagements, so very important that if you have any

18   questions, you could immediately go to this location and

19   get answers.

20                   That doesn't take it off the table that

21   the staff will also be responsive to you and your

22   inquiries.  We'll generate the requested documents any

23   time, but just knowing that for you or members of the

24   public that have an interest in looking at this

25   information, it's all very readily available and
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 1   transparent.

 2               MR. CARMODY:

 3                   Thank you.  My point to the Secretary

 4   was that education certainly is power, and now that

 5   we're empowering the local officials to be able to

 6   discern if they want to proceed this way, the more they

 7   understand all of the different facets of the equation

 8   of getting the work done.

 9                   Thank you, sir.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Mr. Secretary, correct me if I'm wrong,

12   I believe the staff will be doing webinars in the

13   future?  You know, if I'm jumping ahead --

14               SECRETARY PIERSON:

15                   No, you're correct.  We're going to

16   design a layered approach where if you missed a seminar

17   that we conduct in your region, there's still one way

18   that you can get the training.  That will be through a

19   webinar.

20                   Already posted with us are a set of

21   instructions designed to be very simple and very

22   helpful.  So we're doing our very best to not hide this

23   information, but to make it readily available,

24   user-friendly and comprehensive.

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   I assume those webinars will be

 2   available for everyone, including the public, everyone?

 3               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 4                   Exactly.  And we'll be announcing that

 5   in the near future.

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   All right.  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

 8                   All right.  With that divergence, we now

 9   have renewals.

10               MR. USIE:

11                   Late renewals.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Late renewals.  I'm sorry.

14               MR. USIE:

15                   We have 12 late renewals, one which

16   requested to be deferred, 20120511, Weatherford U.S.,

17   LP, Lafayette Parish.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Is there a motion for the deferral?

20                   So motioned by Secretary Shawn Wilson;

21   seconded by Mr. Slone.

22                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

23               (Several members respond "aye.")

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   All opposed with a "nay."
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 1               (No response.)

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Deferral is approved.

 4               MR. USIE:

 5                   20130167, Boise Packaging & Newsprint,

 6   LLC, Beauregard Parish, initial contract expiration,

 7   December 31st, 2017, renewal request date August 2nd,

 8   2018; 20130640, Boise Packaging & Newsprint, LLC,

 9   Beauregard Parish, initial contract expirations

10   12/31/17, renewal request August 2nd, 2018; 20130641,

11   Boise Packaging & Newsprint, LLC, Beauregard Parish,

12   contract initial expiration date 12/31/2017, renewal

13   request date August 2nd, 2018; 20130642, Boise Packaging

14   & Newsprint, LLC, Beauregard Parish, initial contract

15   expiration 12/31/2017, renewal request date August 2nd,

16   2018.

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   Is there a representative from Boise

19   Packaging & Newsprint with us today?

20               (No response.)

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   I repeat, is there a representative from

23   Boise Packing & Newsprint, LLC with us?

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Mr. Jones.

 2               MR. JONES:

 3                   I move to deny the request for renewal.

 4               DR. S. WILSON:

 5                   Question.

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Dr. Wilson.

 8               DR. S. WILSON:

 9                   Not taking issue with the motion, just a

10   procedural question.  With these late renewals, are they

11   communicated to be here or is there an expectation that

12   when they submit it that they show up?

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Mr. Usie.

15               MR. USIE:

16                   Yes, they are -- we give notification

17   that the application will be presented to the Board and

18   will be discussed with the companies.  We also let them

19   know it's important for them to attend if there's any

20   questions.

21               DR. S. WILSON:

22                   Is this an end-all and be-all for

23   somebody who's submitting a renewal?  Is this their only

24   opportunity to have a renewal?  Can they come back and

25   ask again if I vote to support the motion to --
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 1               MR. USIE:

 2                   You can defer it.

 3               MR. S. WILSON:

 4                   Defer?

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Yes.

 7                   Mr. Slone.

 8               MR. SLONE:

 9                   So, Mr. Jones, you were saying deny?

10               MR. JONES:

11                   Yes.  I'm actually moving to deny, and

12   just so for those who may be new to the game, a late

13   renewal is -- there are reasons for late renewals and,

14   but this, what we've attempted to do on this Board is

15   help people understand that, especially the ITEP

16   exemption, is what we perceive to be a very valuable

17   benefit the state is giving, and there are certainly

18   reasons for being late, but when, A, it is late, and, B,

19   the company has been notified of this meeting, and, C,

20   they've chosen not to be here to explain why it's late,

21   it's very difficult for at least this member of the

22   Board to grant a lot of grace and mercy when they had

23   every opportunity to, A, do it right, and, B, come

24   explain why they didn't.

25                   So with that said, that's where at least
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 1   this Board member stands.

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Mr. Secretary.

 4               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 5                   I have a question for the staff.

 6                   Are their tax applications being handled

 7   by a consulting firm or have they taken it internal to

 8   their corporation?

 9               MR. USIE:

10                   It's internal.  And, also, if it is

11   denied today, they also have an opportunity to appeal

12   the denial at the next Board meeting.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Dr. Wilson.

15               DR. S. WILSON:

16                   I support his comments.  I was just

17   asking for clarification.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Not a problem.  We welcome all

20   questions, sometimes ad nauseam.

21                   Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

22               DR. W. WILSON:

23                   I think you need a second; right?

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   We do need a second.
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 1               DR. W. WILSON:

 2                   Second.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   All right.  Motion has been seconded.

 5                   All right.  Mr. Miller.

 6               MR. MILLER:

 7                   Has Boise Packaging & Newsprint had any

 8   renewals under this Board?  Would you know that?

 9               MR. USIE:

10                   I don't believe so.  They had their new

11   application with their PCA Corporation.  It's possible

12   they just left and thought that they were done once that

13   new application went through and someone was here.  I

14   can't confirm that.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   They did have someone here?

17               MR. MILLER:

18                   In this world, it's pretty known that

19   this is the action that we take.  I was just -- okay.

20   Thank you.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Any other questions or comments from the

23   Board?

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   There's a motion on the floor with a

 2   proper second.

 3                   Representative Carmody.

 4               MR. CARMODY:

 5                   I certainly agree with the firing a shot

 6   across the bow to anybody that does not come before this

 7   body when they're asking for our consideration.  That

 8   being said, I just wanted to clarify, it seems like in

 9   the past that what we've done is when they were late

10   like this, we would penalize a business one-year penalty

11   on that renewal, and I would think that maybe under

12   appeal, I would be amenable to consider that, but I

13   think today we send a signal as the Board that this type

14   of failure to comply with the request is not going to be

15   tolerated.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   That is correct.

18                   Mr. Jones.

19               MR. JONES:

20                   One reason, frankly, for my motion is

21   that I think our standard is one year per one month

22   late, and they're eight months late.  That would be

23   eight years get knocked off the exemption, for all

24   intents and purposes.

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   So noted.

 2                   All right.  Motion on the floor.

 3                   Any other comments from the public?

 4               (No response.)

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 7               (Several members respond "aye.")

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   All opposed with a "nay."

10               (No response.)

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Boise Cascade (sic) is denied.

13               MR. USIE:

14                   Next is 20081221, Centric Pipe, LLC,

15   Bossier Parish, initial contract expiration 12/31 of

16   2015, renewal request date 5/15 of 2018; 20081221A,

17   Centric Pipe, LLC, Bossier Parish, initial contract

18   expiration 12/31 of 2016 and renewal request date May

19   15th, 2018.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Is there a representative from Centric

22   Pipe with us today?

23                   Please step forward and identify

24   yourself.  Speak slowly for me.

25               MR. LONG:
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 1                   Hi.  I'm Jack Long.  I'm from Centric

 2   Pipe.

 3                   The reason for those contracts that are

 4   late is because, like I explained before, we bought

 5   Northwest Piping in 2014, and then we continue operation

 6   now Centric Pipe, but it was Northwest Pipe.  And at

 7   that time, we basically -- we kind transferred these two

 8   contracts from Northwest Pipe into Centric Pipe name.

 9   And then after that, the company outsourced the property

10   tax services using the CPA firm, and then the CPA firm

11   did not renew it for us and the company didn't know.

12   And now I found out that those contracts, I talked with

13   Hud and they said nobody's renewed it, and now I want to

14   renew those contracts.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   All right.  Thank you, Mr. Jack.

17                   Are there any questions from the Board

18   members concerning this late renewal?

19               MR. MOLLER:

20                   So just a question.  So your exemption

21   that expired three and a half years ago, have you been

22   paying property taxes in those three and a half years?

23               MR. USIE:

24                   They have not.  I can answer.  We got

25   with the assessor and I had -- the company spoke with
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 1   the parish assessor and we got it in writing that

 2   confirmed that no taxes have been paid since that

 3   expiration date for both contracts.

 4               MR. MOLLER:

 5                   Okay.  So if we do, let's say, a

 6   three-year penalty, does that mean there's going to be

 7   an effort to collect those property taxes that they

 8   should have been paying because they didn't have an

 9   exemption?

10               MR. USIE:

11                   I don't believe so.  That would be with

12   the assessor.

13               MR. MOLLER:

14                   Well, this is $150,000 a year in

15   property taxes that they should have been paying because

16   there's no exemption in place.  I mean, that seems like

17   it would pay for a lot of school teachers and municipal

18   employees in Bossier Parish.  I mean, how do we get that

19   money back?

20               MS. CHENG:

21                   The tax assessor can go back up to three

22   years to collect taxes.

23               MR. MOLLER:

24                   It's up to local tax assessor to decide

25   whether they want to recover the money that Bossier
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 1   Parish is owed?

 2               MS. CHENG:

 3                   Yes.

 4               MR. MOLLER:

 5                   Okay.

 6               MR. LONG:

 7                   Well, I want clarify that.  I look at

 8   the paperwork of the CPA firm.  They use a different

 9   approach.  They use a customizer, which is customized to

10   only capture what we have, but that number match with

11   the separate contracts.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Mr. Jones.

14               MR. JONES:

15                   Is the CPA firm still working for you?

16               MR. LONG:

17                   No.

18               MR. JONES:

19                   Good.

20               MR. LONG:

21                   We decided to do it ourself.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   All right.  So everyone understands

24   where we are, they have two contracts.  One is three

25   years late.
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 1               MR. MOLLER:

 2                   Three and a half.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   So basically they would lose four years.

 5   So there could be one more year under exemption for one

 6   of them.

 7               MR. JONES:

 8                   Mr. Chairman, again, if you look up at

 9   the top of the page, apparently our standard has been we

10   reduce by one year for each calendar month that it's

11   late.

12               MS. CHENG:

13                   That's a "may" in the rules.

14               MR. JONES:

15                   I understand.

16               MS. CHENG:

17                   But then typically at the last meetings

18   y'all --

19               MR. JONES:

20                   That's what been done.

21               MS. CHENG:

22                   No.  Y'all have been reducing by a year

23   for every year or portion of a year.

24               MR. JONES:

25                   Got it.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   That's how we've been treating it.  For

 3   each year that they're late, they've been reduced by a

 4   year.

 5               MR. JONES:

 6                   Got it.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   So the first one was three and a half

 9   years late.

10               MR. USIE:

11                   Two and a half years late.  The 2015

12   one?

13                   Two and a half after December 31st.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   I was using your number.

16                   Two and a half years late, so that would

17   be a three-year reduction staying with what we have been

18   doing.

19               MR. USIE:

20                   A year or a portion of a year, so that

21   would be correct.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   So it would be two years left on the

24   contract.

25               MS. CHENG:
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 1                   So if it expired in 2015, or the initial

 2   expiration, if y'all approved it today, it would

 3   expire -- it would have expired last December.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Last year.

 6               MS. CHENG:

 7                   Correct.

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Right.

10               MS. CHENG:

11                   So it would have been taxable for '18,

12   but they just don't want the assessor to go back and tax

13   them for '17, '16 and '17.  That's why they're renewing

14   this.

15               MR. MOLLER:

16                   But the assessor, if we --

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   Mr. Moller.

19               MR. MOLLER:

20                   If we do a three-year penalty, then the

21   assessor can go back --

22               MS. CHENG:

23                   They can tax this year, correct, 2018.

24               MR. MOLLER:

25                   Okay.  But could they tax 2016 and 2017?
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 1               MS. CHENG:

 2                   No, because you'd be approving with a

 3   three-year penalty.  It would have typically been a

 4   five-year renewal, and you're taking off 2020, 2019,

 5   2018.

 6               MR. MOLLER:

 7                   Okay.

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   So my thoughts are is that this contract

10   have exemption through the end of this year, and that

11   will, you know, keep you from having to pay back taxes,

12   but after that, the exemption is over for that specific

13   contract.  I think that's the only way you're going to

14   be able to handle it.  And from a legal perspective, I

15   don't -- you know, I guess that takes you out of the

16   statute of limitations and you can't go -- the assessors

17   couldn't go back.  I think that's the only way to handle

18   this one.

19                   Any other thoughts from any other

20   smarter people?

21               MR. JONES:

22                   Since I don't qualify, I won't make any.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Dr. Wilson.

25               DR. W. WILSON:
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 1                    Can we restate what...

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Yeah.  I think we're going to have to do

 4   these individually, I think, because we have two

 5   situations here.  One where effectively the penalty

 6   creates an expired contract, but if we allow the

 7   contract to be in place, would that preclude the

 8   assessor from going back and pursuing taxes?

 9               MR. JONES:

10                   Do we have a motion, Mr. Chairman?

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   I think we have a motion to --

13               MR. JONES:

14                   I don't think we have a motion.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   No, we don't have a motion yet.  We have

17   discussion.

18                   Mr. Jones.

19               MR. JONES:

20                   I'll make a motion that on the first

21   one, which is 20081221, Centric Pipe, and just to be

22   clear, the investment is $21,626,000, I move that we

23   grant the renewal, but with a three-year penalty.

24               DR. W. WILSON:

25                   Second.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Motion has been made and seconded,

 3   three-year penalty on it, so that means it would have

 4   enjoyed two years worth of exemptions.

 5               MR. JONES:

 6                   That's correct.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Which would be '16 and '17, so they owe

 9   taxes for this year.

10               MR. JONES:

11                   Yes.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   All right.

14               MR. JONES:

15                   And, Mr. Chairman, in my world, that's

16   about as good as we can do.

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   I'm fine with it.

19                   Any other questions or comments on that

20   one?

21               (No response.)

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   All right.  Motion has been made and

24   seconded.

25                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."
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 1               (Several members respond "aye.")

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   All oppose with a "nay."

 4               (No response.)

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   That motion carries.

 7               MR. JONES:

 8                   Then I'll make a motion for the second

 9   one, if you don't mind, Mr. Chairman, which is

10   20081221-A, which is Centric Pipe, and, again, the

11   investment is $1,968000, and as I appreciate it, the

12   expiration date was 12/31/2016, so I would move that we

13   grant the renewal, but with a two-year penalty.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Motion has been made by Mr. Jones;

16   seconded by Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

17                   Any further comments from the public?

18               (No response.)

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Questions from the Board members?

21               (No response.)

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

24               (Several members respond "aye.")

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   All opposed with a "nay."

 2               (No response.)

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Motion carries.

 5                   And I know the attorneys will work this

 6   out at the office.  Thank you.

 7               MR. LONG:

 8                   Thank you.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   All right.  Next we have Century

11   Marketing Solutions.  Please proceed.

12               MR. USIE:

13                   20130737, Century Marketing Solutions,

14   LLC, Ouachita Parish, initial contract expiration 12/31

15   of 2017, renewal request date July 31st of 2018.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Representative, please identify

18   yourself.

19               MS. MANN:

20                   Melissa Mann with CenturyLink, and this

21   was simply an administrative oversight on our part.  We

22   flagged this in our system for the wrong renewal date,

23   so we fixed that as quickly as we could.  And we

24   understand the Board's policy for the one-year penalty,

25   and we don't object to that.
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 1               MR. CARMODY:

 2                   So moved.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Motion made by Secretary Carmody;

 5   seconded by Mr. Slone.

 6                   Any comments or questions?

 7               (No response.)

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10               (Several members respond "aye.")

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   All opposed with a "nay."

13               (No response.)

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Motion carries.

16                   Thank you, Ms. Mann.

17               MR. USIE:

18                   Next we have 2013474, 20130475, 20130476

19   and 20130477, all Cornerstone Chemical Company in

20   Jefferson Parish.  All of expiration dates were 12/31 of

21   2017, and all four of them were received on March 21st,

22   2018.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Please identify yourself.

25               MS. BOWMAN:
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 1                   Hi.  I'm Linzi Bowman.  I'm the Credit

 2   and Tax Manager for Cornerstone Chemical Company.

 3                   I disagree with the lateness of my

 4   contracts.  When I contacted Kristen on the 15th of July

 5   of 2017, I was notified from my e-mail that I could not

 6   renew my contracts via e-mail, which was the previous

 7   policy.  I mailed the documentation end of July, early

 8   August, contacted them back at the end of January of

 9   2018, early February, and was told they never received

10   my contracts.  So immediately I told her I had support

11   documentation for my contracts, supplied that

12   documentation to them and was told it was incomplete

13   because it did not have the affidavit of the contracts.

14                   In the previous years, the affidavits

15   were not required until after the contracts were

16   approved.  So I feel, as a company, I don't feel I

17   should be penalized for the year for being and

18   communicating with both of them.

19                   I've worked for Cornerstone for the last

20   eight years and have supplied all of the documentation

21   timely to them.  I just received my 2014 contract copies

22   from them in order to do the Project Completion Reports

23   and the Affidavit of Final Cost.  I don't receive my

24   documentation from them timely, and I feel I should not

25   be penalized for that.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   So when you say you received the

 3   affidavit, which affidavit was that?  Was that the

 4   Affidavit of Final Cost?

 5               MS. BOWMAN:

 6                   When you renew the contracts, you have

 7   to have an affidavit, which is notarized, that you on

 8   behalf of the company have acknowledged that you've

 9   provided all of the documentation.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Okay.  That affidavit.

12               MS. BOWMAN:

13                   Yes, sir.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All right.  Kristen, can you help us?

16               MR. USIE:

17                   Okay.  We asked -- we spoke with Linzi

18   and asked her to provide us any documentation she had of

19   proof from the postal service that would use that stamp

20   date for saying that she sent it in 2017, like she said

21   she did in August.  She provided us a copy of the

22   package that she sent, but there was no postmark date

23   from the postal service.  That's from a Pitney Bowes

24   machine that you run through it to pay for it with the

25   company, but there's no stamp saying it was sent on this
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 1   date and we just didn't receive it.  That's what we're

 2   looking for.  She didn't send it with a tracking number.

 3   We asked for that.

 4               MS. BOWMAN:

 5                   And I am going forward, just so you

 6   know.

 7               MR. USIE:

 8                   She did going forward, she has going

 9   forward, and now with NextGen and everything going

10   online, so hopefully the mail problem will be solved.

11               MS. BOWMAN:

12                   Yeah.  And I think it's just a

13   misunderstanding, and I apologize for not contacting

14   right after, but we moved off site, was receiving some

15   of my mail, not receiving some of my mail.  Like, I

16   didn't receive any notification from them that they

17   didn't receive my renewal.  I contacted them.  I mean,

18   previously, in the past, Ms. Lori would have contacted

19   me if she didn't receive it because I made the effort to

20   renew the contracts.  So I understand it's a

21   miscommunication probably on both of us, but I did my

22   best to supply my documentation and my support.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Mr. Jones, do you have a question?

25               MR. JONES:
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 1                   It appears to me that the staff is

 2   technically correct.  I mean, we have a situation here

 3   where they've followed the rules.  However, it would

 4   also, unless you sent it certified mail return receipt

 5   requested, it would be difficult to prove the postmark

 6   because you don't get the postmark until it's gone to

 7   the post office.

 8               MS. BOWMAN:

 9                   Absolutely.

10               MR. JONES:

11                   And so I think the staff is doing what

12   it needs to do, and I think it's appropriate -- that's

13   the reason we have a board.

14                   And this is one of those situations

15   where I feel it would be appropriate to grant the

16   renewal without a penalty, and I so move.

17               MR. CHABERT:

18                   Second.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All right.  Motion has been made to

21   approve this with no consequence; seconded by Senator

22   Chabert, I believe.

23                   Any other questions or comments from the

24   Board members regarding this one?

25               (No response.)
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Any other comments from the public?

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. SLONE:

 5                   I'm sorry.

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Mr. Slone.

 8               MR. SLONE:

 9                   I appreciate your comments, and the

10   whole idea is you follow up on something that's

11   important to your organization --

12               MS. BOWMAN:

13                   Yes, sir.

14               MR. SLONE:

15                   -- may be ensuring -- and I'm not trying

16   to poke a finger in your eye, but it seemed like you

17   poked a finger in the staff's eye.  So in defense of the

18   staff, I think, you know, you have a responsibility

19   also, and that is to ensure that you, whether it's

20   something that you sign for in the mail, FedEX, whatever

21   you call for, but it's important for us to follow up

22   because I did hear you say you sent something in July or

23   August, but you didn't follow up until January.  So

24   just --

25               MS. BOWMAN:
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 1                   Yes, sir.  And I'm certifying everything

 2   going forward.  I realize, I mean, a lot of the issues

 3   is probably with the mail service, so I am trying to

 4   prevent that from happening.  And I do communicate with

 5   both -- you know, both of them on pretty much any basis

 6   I have questions.

 7               MR. SLONE:

 8                   Thank you.

 9               MS. BOWMAN:

10                   You're welcome.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Any other comments?

13                   Thank you, Mr. Slone.

14                   Any other comments?

15               SECRETARY PIERSON:

16                   In NextGen you'll be able to do this

17   electronically and submit your signature online.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Which has been a long time coming.

20   Since 1992 at least.

21               MS. BOWMAN:

22                   Yes.  Very favorable.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   All right.  All in favor, indicate with

25   an "aye."
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 1               (Several members respond "aye.")

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   All opposed with a "nay."

 4               (No response.)

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Motion carries.  All renewals for

 7   Cornerstone are approved in full.

 8               MR. USIE:

 9                   And that concludes the late renewals.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Thank you, Mr. Usie.

12                   All right.  Next we have name changes.

13               MR. USIE:

14                   We have one change in name, United WELD

15   Operations, LP, 20150189-A in Livingston Parish requests

16   the name to be Epic Piping, LLC.

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   All right.  Any comments from the public

19   concerning the name change?

20               (No response.)

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Questions or comments from the Board?

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Is there a motion to approve the name
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 1   change?

 2                   Made by Representative Carmody; seconded

 3   by Ms. Heather Malone.

 4                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 5               (Several members respond "aye.")

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   All opposed with a "nay."

 8               (No response.)

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Motion carries.

11               MR. USIE:

12                   We have one change in location only:

13   Epic Piping, LLC, 20150834, previous location 1352

14   Choctaw Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70805, East Baton

15   Rouge Parish, new location 28445 South Frost Road,

16   Livingston, Louisiana 70754 in Livingston Parish.

17               MR. CARMODY:

18                   Motion to approve.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All right.  Any comments from the

21   public?

22               (No response.)

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Motion has been made by Representative

25   Carmody; seconded by Senator Chabert.
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 1                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 2               (Several members respond "aye.")

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   All opposed with a "nay."

 5               (No response.)

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Motion carries.

 8               MR. USIE:

 9                   We have nine transfers of tax exemption:

10   Albemarle Corporation, 20081302, 20081301-A, 20090945,

11   20101199, 20111253, 20130012, 20140008, 20145162 and

12   20152058 in East Baton Rouge Parish.  The new owner is

13   W.R. Grace & Co.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All right.  Any comments from the public

16   concerning the transfers?

17               (No response.)

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Motion has been made by Senator Chabert;

20   seconded by Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

21                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

22               (Several members respond "aye.")

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   All opposed with a "nay."

25               (No response.)
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Motion carries.

 3               MR. USIE:

 4                   We have five cancelation requests:

 5   Houston Plating & Coatings, 20111111, 20150319 and

 6   20160819 in Lafayette Parish.  Company requests

 7   cancelation due to plant closing for business as of

 8   March 31st, 2016.

 9                   CVD, Incorporated, 20110369 and 20120735

10   in Iberia Parish.  Company requests cancelation due to

11   taxes being paid and company being sold.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Any comments from the public concerning

14   these cancelations?

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Motion is made by Representative

18   Carmody; seconded by Ms. Malone.

19                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

20               (Several members respond "aye.")

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   All opposed with a "nay."

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Motion carries.
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 1               MR. USIE:

 2                   That concludes the ITEP portion.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Thank you, Usie.

 5                   Secretary Pierson.

 6               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 7                   Thank you for affording me a few moments

 8   to make some brief remarks.  I think it's critically

 9   important to keep this Board informed, so thank you for

10   that opportunity.

11                   Some excellence to report to you.  Since

12   our last Board meeting, the Louisiana Department of

13   Economic Development has undergone an extensive,

14   year-long performance audit, financial audit, incentives

15   audit, and we're also calling in our stakeholders for

16   interviews in a process in compliance with the

17   International Economic Development Council, and because

18   of our excellence in terms of all of their evaluating

19   categories, we were awarded an Accredited Economic

20   Development Organization status today.  Louisiana is the

21   only state in the nation that has that status in North

22   America.  There are about 61 accredited economic

23   development organizations.  Scott Martinez, North

24   Louisiana Economic Partnership, is one of those.  We

25   have some other partners around the state that are also
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 1   accredited, but certainly reflects some excellence on

 2   behalf of the staff, some of which you see here, but

 3   many up on the 11th floor continue to perform in an

 4   exemplary fashion.  I'm very proud of their efforts.

 5                   And with that, we're also producing some

 6   fantastic results.  We were awarded the Best Workforce

 7   Development Training Program in the Nation for our

 8   FastStart Program for the ninth time.  And I don't want

 9   anyone to think that's just because you keep bowling a

10   300, you stay at the top of the league.  This league

11   changes all of the time.  Many states are pursuing very

12   aggressive workforce programs, and we continue to be

13   innovative with ours and serve the corporate community

14   that we're seeking to attract, grow, retain here in our

15   state.  And so, for the ninth time, to win what I refer

16   to as a Superbowl trophy was certainly an outstanding

17   accomplishment made possible by the resources afforded

18   to us through the legislature and the Governor's support

19   and leadership at many levels.

20                   And, finally, that excellence is

21   reported to us as well by Southern Business and

22   Development Magazine, which did a very thorough review

23   of performance of southern states in the 2017 timeframe,

24   and Louisiana finished Number 2 in terms of the

25   investment and job creation behind Kentucky.  So I'll
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 1   translate that a little bit to tell you that we beat

 2   Alabama.

 3                   But I'm very proud of the organization

 4   that I'm honored to lead, and I'm very appreciative of

 5   this Board.  You are managing the tools that are the

 6   foundation of our success.  We have a fantastic momentum

 7   moving forward in this state right now.  We're on track.

 8   We're heading in the right direction.

 9                   Since January of '16, we have created

10   more than 24,000 jobs and retained 16,000 jobs in our

11   state.  We have more citizens working presently than

12   ever before in our history.  That's in the north of

13   2-million citizens employed.  We're seeing that

14   employment growing in every SMA around the state.

15                   We know we are not declaring mission

16   accomplished.  Our work continues.  We still have

17   communities that are struggling, communities that need

18   more, but we're active in our outreach and community

19   development activities and opportunities.  And we've

20   seen also that Louisiana's GDP reached an annual rate of

21   $251-billion, and that's also the highest in the state's

22   history.

23                   So a lot of things are going well for

24   us, it's because of the support that we get here that

25   we're able to continue that momentum.  And I would also
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 1   acknowledge the support of the legislature in bringing

 2   back the budget certainty that's so important.  And with

 3   that, we've recently seen movie investors upgrade

 4   Louisiana's financial outlook from what was negative to

 5   now stable, and that resonates with corporations that

 6   have succeeded in our state.  Again, much of those

 7   contracts and incentive programs come across your desk

 8   right here, and I'm greatly appreciative of that support

 9   and the role that we're able to play in building a

10   vibrant economy in our state.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

13                   Next we have other business, election of

14   vice chair.

15                   Don, you want to say something on this

16   or...

17               SECRETARY PIERSON:

18                   As many of you may know, Senator Robert

19   Adley was previously performing in the role of vice

20   chair for the Board of Commerce and Industry.  You may

21   not have been aware that we were going to consider this

22   today.  We would want to be open with the process, so my

23   suggestion might be that, unless the Board feels

24   differently, that those that have an interest in serving

25   as vice chair, make their interest known to Mr. Windham
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 1   and we can bring back the candidate list at our next

 2   meeting and the Board can decide on the determination of

 3   who will serve as vice chair for the Commerce and

 4   Industry Board.

 5                   I'm seeing general agreement that that

 6   may be the pathway forward.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   So, agreement with everyone?  Because it

 9   did just come up.  You know, Dr. Wilson has been

10   designated as the Governor's representative, but nobody

11   had a chance to really think about it or talk about it

12   prior to this meeting, so we'll do that.  We'll defer

13   that action until next time.

14                   All right.  With that, is there any

15   other business anyone who wants to bring up?

16                   Mr. Jones.

17               MR. JONES:

18                   Just one other comment.  I learned that

19   Mr. Pierson has recently been named the World Trade

20   Center of New Orleans Eugene Schreiber Award winner, and

21   we want to congratulate you for that recognition.  And

22   in the words of Eeyore, "It's just nice to be noticed

23   sometimes," you know.

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   There will be a luncheon in November, I
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 1   believe.

 2               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 3                   November 9th.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   November the 9th.

 6               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 7                   But thank you for that acknowledgement,

 8   and I attribute it to the great team that I'm privileged

 9   to lead, and that team that in my view that is across

10   our state with our regional partners with consultants

11   that help manage things and a whole host of industry

12   that does a lot more than they're required to do, and

13   some of those points were made about Exxon today.

14                   So on behalf of all of those that are

15   actively engaged in our state's economy, I'm privileged

16   to be recognized with that award.

17                   Thank you.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   All right.  Is there a motion to

20   adjourn?

21                   Made by Mr. Jones; seconded by Mr.

22   Miller.

23                   All opposed?

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1       All in favor?

 2   (Several members respond "aye."

 3   MR. WINDHAM:

 4       Approved.

 5   (Meeting concludes at 11:17 a.m.)
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 3   Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, as the

 4   officer before whom this meeting for the Louisiana Board

 5   of Commerce and Industry, do hereby certify that this

 6   meeting was reported by me in the stenotype reporting
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		252						LN		10		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		253						LN		10		5		false		 5                   Motion carries.				false

		254						LN		10		6		false		 6               MR. FAVALORO:				false

		255						LN		10		7		false		 7                   We have one late renewal request.  The				false

		256						LN		10		8		false		 8   initial contract expired on 12/31 of '17.  Late renewal				false

		257						LN		10		9		false		 9   request was July 23rd of '18, and it expired at the end				false

		258						LN		10		10		false		10   of February, February 28th.				false

		259						LN		10		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		260						LN		10		12		false		12                   All right.  Is there a representative				false

		261						LN		10		13		false		13   from Dyno Nobel Louisiana Ammonia with us today?				false

		262						LN		10		14		false		14                   Please step forward identify yourself.				false

		263						LN		10		15		false		15                   Please identify yourself.				false

		264						LN		10		16		false		16               MS. ELDER:				false

		265						LN		10		17		false		17                   Hi.  My name is Heidi Elder from Dyno				false

		266						LN		10		18		false		18   Nobel.				false

		267						LN		10		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		268						LN		10		20		false		20                   All right.  Can you tell us why it was				false

		269						LN		10		21		false		21   late.				false

		270						LN		10		22		false		22               MS. ELDER:				false

		271						LN		10		23		false		23                   Yes.  Regrettably we had an eternal firm				false

		272						LN		10		24		false		24   that was handling a lot of these contracts.  They did				false

		273						LN		10		25		false		25   our initial registration for us.  We decided to				false

		274						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		275						LN		11		1		false		 1   discontinue their services and hand it over to our				false

		276						LN		11		2		false		 2   already burdened tax department.  It did not go as				false

		277						LN		11		3		false		 3   smoothly as we had hoped, and regrettably we missed this				false

		278						LN		11		4		false		 4   very important deadline.  So we are here to ask that				false

		279						LN		11		5		false		 5   that be renewed and the penalties waived.				false

		280						LN		11		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		281						LN		11		7		false		 7                   All right.  Generally the penalties have				false

		282						LN		11		8		false		 8   not been waived.  It's been the posture of this Board to				false

		283						LN		11		9		false		 9   not waive the penalties.				false

		284						LN		11		10		false		10                   So with that, unless there are any				false

		285						LN		11		11		false		11   extenuating circumstances by the Board members.				false

		286						LN		11		12		false		12                   Representative Carmody.				false

		287						LN		11		13		false		13               MR. CARMODY:				false

		288						LN		11		14		false		14                   Yes, sir.  Are you making that in the				false

		289						LN		11		15		false		15   form of a motion?				false

		290						LN		11		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		291						LN		11		17		false		17                   I'm entertaining one, yes.				false

		292						LN		11		18		false		18               MR. CARMODY:				false

		293						LN		11		19		false		19                   I consider that.				false

		294						LN		11		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		295						LN		11		21		false		21                   Mr. Jones.				false

		296						LN		11		22		false		22               MR. JONES:				false

		297						LN		11		23		false		23                   Have they had any instances of being				false

		298						LN		11		24		false		24   late in the past?				false

		299						LN		11		25		false		25               MR. FAVALORO:				false

		300						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		301						LN		12		1		false		 1                   We've had one application last year				false

		302						LN		12		2		false		 2   presented to the Board, and there was a 20 percent				false

		303						LN		12		3		false		 3   reduction, one year.				false

		304						LN		12		4		false		 4               MR. JONES:				false

		305						LN		12		5		false		 5                   So this is the second time it's been				false

		306						LN		12		6		false		 6   late?				false

		307						LN		12		7		false		 7               MR. FAVALORO:				false

		308						LN		12		8		false		 8                   Not for this company, no, sir.  We've				false

		309						LN		12		9		false		 9   only had one Quality Jobs contract renewal that's been				false

		310						LN		12		10		false		10   late.				false

		311						LN		12		11		false		11               MR. JONES:				false

		312						LN		12		12		false		12                   Let me make sure my question is clear.				false

		313						LN		12		13		false		13                   Has this company ever been late?				false

		314						LN		12		14		false		14               MR. FAVALORO:				false

		315						LN		12		15		false		15                   No, sir.				false

		316						LN		12		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		317						LN		12		17		false		17                   All right.  So we have a motion on the				false

		318						LN		12		18		false		18   floor; second by Mr. Slone.				false

		319						LN		12		19		false		19                   Any further discussion?				false

		320						LN		12		20		false		20                   The motion is to restrict it by one				false

		321						LN		12		21		false		21   year, by 20 percent.				false

		322						LN		12		22		false		22                   Any further discussions?				false

		323						LN		12		23		false		23               (No response.)				false

		324						LN		12		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		325						LN		12		25		false		25                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		326						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		327						LN		13		1		false		 1               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		328						LN		13		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		329						LN		13		3		false		 3                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		330						LN		13		4		false		 4               (No response.)				false

		331						LN		13		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		332						LN		13		6		false		 6                   Motion carries.				false

		333						LN		13		7		false		 7                   Thank you, Ms. Heidi.				false

		334						LN		13		8		false		 8               MR. FAVALORO:				false

		335						LN		13		9		false		 9                   We have three requests for change in				false

		336						LN		13		10		false		10   ownership for the following contracts:  20131171, Murphy				false

		337						LN		13		11		false		11   Energy Corporation to NGL Energy Operating, LLC in East				false

		338						LN		13		12		false		12   Feliciana; 20110182, Greatwide Dedicated Transport III,				false

		339						LN		13		13		false		13   LLC to Cardinal Logistics Management Corporation in St.				false

		340						LN		13		14		false		14   Tammany; and 20151041, Pin Oak Holdings, LLC to Pin Oak				false

		341						LN		13		15		false		15   Organization, LLC, St. John the Baptist.				false

		342						LN		13		16		false		16                   That concludes the change in ownership.				false

		343						LN		13		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		344						LN		13		18		false		18                   All right.  Are there any comments from				false

		345						LN		13		19		false		19   the public concerning the name changes for the Quality				false

		346						LN		13		20		false		20   Jobs Program?				false

		347						LN		13		21		false		21               (No response.)				false

		348						LN		13		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		349						LN		13		23		false		23                   Questions or comments from the Board?				false

		350						LN		13		24		false		24               (No response.)				false

		351						LN		13		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		352						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		353						LN		14		1		false		 1                   Made by President Miller; seconded by				false

		354						LN		14		2		false		 2   Dr. Woodrow Wilson.				false

		355						LN		14		3		false		 3                   I have two Dr. Wilsons up here, so there				false

		356						LN		14		4		false		 4   may be a little confusion once in a while, but I may				false

		357						LN		14		5		false		 5   call one of them Shawn.				false

		358						LN		14		6		false		 6                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		359						LN		14		7		false		 7               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		360						LN		14		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		361						LN		14		9		false		 9                   All opposed with a "nay".				false

		362						LN		14		10		false		10               (No response.)				false

		363						LN		14		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		364						LN		14		12		false		12                   Motion carries.				false

		365						LN		14		13		false		13               MR. FAVALORO:				false

		366						LN		14		14		false		14                   That concludes QJ.				false

		367						LN		14		15		false		15               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		368						LN		14		16		false		16                   Thank you, Mr. Favaloro.				false

		369						LN		14		17		false		17                   Next we have the Restoration Tax				false

		370						LN		14		18		false		18   Abatement Program presented by Ms. Becky Lambert.				false

		371						LN		14		19		false		19               MS. LAMBERT:				false

		372						LN		14		20		false		20                   Good morning.  We have 11 new				false

		373						LN		14		21		false		21   applications to present.  First one is 20131308, 417				false

		374						LN		14		22		false		22   Royal Restaurant, LLC in Orleans:  20170046, Academy				false

		375						LN		14		23		false		23   Real Estate, LLC, Orleans; 20161859, Bud Rip's, Orleans;				false

		376						LN		14		24		false		24   20120221, Echolstar Investments, LLC, Ouachita;				false

		377						LN		14		25		false		25   20141093, Hall Downtown, LLC, Ouachita; 20120286,				false

		378						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		379						LN		15		1		false		 1   Michael Echols Enterprises, Ouachita; 20120938, Michael				false

		380						LN		15		2		false		 2   Echols Enterprises, Ouachita; 20121220, Michael Echols				false

		381						LN		15		3		false		 3   Enterprises, Ouachita; 20121281, Michael Echols				false

		382						LN		15		4		false		 4   Enterprises, Ouachita; 20161898, Third Floor Properties,				false

		383						LN		15		5		false		 5   Ouachita; 20180157, Troy D. Cheramie, Jefferson.				false

		384						LN		15		6		false		 6                   This concludes the new applications for				false

		385						LN		15		7		false		 7   a total investments of $16,640,000.				false

		386						LN		15		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		387						LN		15		9		false		 9                   Thank you, Ms. Lambert.  And I assume				false

		388						LN		15		10		false		10   all of the documents supporting the projects are in				false

		389						LN		15		11		false		11   order and on file with the Department?				false

		390						LN		15		12		false		12               MS. LAMBERT:				false

		391						LN		15		13		false		13                   Yes.  In fact, some of these				false

		392						LN		15		14		false		14   applications would have been presented at an earlier				false

		393						LN		15		15		false		15   time except that the resolutions had not come to the				false

		394						LN		15		16		false		16   Department, and upon investigation with the assessor's				false

		395						LN		15		17		false		17   office and the company, we learned that some of the				false

		396						LN		15		18		false		18   resolutions had not been sent.  They were assuming that				false

		397						LN		15		19		false		19   if one person sent it, then the other person sent it.				false

		398						LN		15		20		false		20   And until I received them completely from the local				false

		399						LN		15		21		false		21   governing authority representative, they don't come to				false

		400						LN		15		22		false		22   you.				false

		401						LN		15		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		402						LN		15		24		false		24                   All right.  Thank you very much and good				false

		403						LN		15		25		false		25   job.				false

		404						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		405						LN		16		1		false		 1                   Are there any comments from the public				false

		406						LN		16		2		false		 2   concerning the new applications for the Restoration Tax				false

		407						LN		16		3		false		 3   Abatement Program?				false

		408						LN		16		4		false		 4               (No response.)				false

		409						LN		16		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		410						LN		16		6		false		 6                   Questions or comments from the Board?				false

		411						LN		16		7		false		 7               (No response.)				false

		412						LN		16		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		413						LN		16		9		false		 9                   Is there a motion to approve them?				false

		414						LN		16		10		false		10                   Made by Mr. Moller; seconded by Dr.				false

		415						LN		16		11		false		11   Shawn Wilson.				false

		416						LN		16		12		false		12                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		417						LN		16		13		false		13               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		418						LN		16		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		419						LN		16		15		false		15                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		420						LN		16		16		false		16               (No response.)				false

		421						LN		16		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		422						LN		16		18		false		18                   Motion carries.				false

		423						LN		16		19		false		19               MS. LAMBERT:				false

		424						LN		16		20		false		20                   We have one renewal application for				false

		425						LN		16		21		false		21   20120912, Vantage Health Plan, Inc. DBA Monroe				false

		426						LN		16		22		false		22   Development, LLC in Ouachita.				false

		427						LN		16		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		428						LN		16		24		false		24                   All right.  Are there any comments from				false

		429						LN		16		25		false		25   the public concerning the renewal of the Restoration Tax				false

		430						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		431						LN		17		1		false		 1   Abatement Program?				false

		432						LN		17		2		false		 2               (No response.)				false

		433						LN		17		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		434						LN		17		4		false		 4                   Any comments from the Board?				false

		435						LN		17		5		false		 5               (No response.)				false

		436						LN		17		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		437						LN		17		7		false		 7                   Motion made by Dr. Woodrow Wilson;				false

		438						LN		17		8		false		 8   seconded by Representative Carmody.				false

		439						LN		17		9		false		 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		440						LN		17		10		false		10               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		441						LN		17		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		442						LN		17		12		false		12                   All opposed with "nay".				false

		443						LN		17		13		false		13               (No response.)				false

		444						LN		17		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		445						LN		17		15		false		15                   Motion carries.				false

		446						LN		17		16		false		16               MS. LAMBERT:				false

		447						LN		17		17		false		17                   The last item for the Restoration Tax				false

		448						LN		17		18		false		18   Abatement Program is a name change request for a company				false

		449						LN		17		19		false		19   in St. Tammany Parish, 20161825, formerly named Abita				false

		450						LN		17		20		false		20   Guest House, LLC.  The new name is Abita Springs Hotel,				false

		451						LN		17		21		false		21   LLC.				false

		452						LN		17		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		453						LN		17		23		false		23                   Are there any comments concerning the				false

		454						LN		17		24		false		24   name change for the Restoration Tax Abatement Program?				false

		455						LN		17		25		false		25               (No response.)				false

		456						PG		18		0		false		page 18				false

		457						LN		18		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		458						LN		18		2		false		 2                   Questions or comments from the Board?				false

		459						LN		18		3		false		 3               (No response.)				false

		460						LN		18		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		461						LN		18		5		false		 5                   Motion made by Mayor Brasseaux; seconded				false

		462						LN		18		6		false		 6   by Mr. Slone.				false

		463						LN		18		7		false		 7                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		464						LN		18		8		false		 8               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		465						LN		18		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		466						LN		18		10		false		10                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		467						LN		18		11		false		11               (No response.)				false

		468						LN		18		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		469						LN		18		13		false		13                   Motion carries.				false

		470						LN		18		14		false		14                   Thank you, Ms. Lambert.				false

		471						LN		18		15		false		15                   Next we have the Enterprise Zone				false

		472						LN		18		16		false		16   presented by Joyce Metoyer.				false

		473						LN		18		17		false		17               MS. METOYER:				false

		474						LN		18		18		false		18                   Good morning.  I have eight new				false

		475						LN		18		19		false		19   applications:  20141171, Affinity Health Group, LLC,				false

		476						LN		18		20		false		20   Ouachita Parish; 20181190, Alder Hotel Partners, LLC,				false

		477						LN		18		21		false		21   Orleans Parish; 20150913, Capital City Produce, LLC,				false

		478						LN		18		22		false		22   East Baton Rouge Parish; 20151094, Monsanto Company &				false

		479						LN		18		23		false		23   Subsidiaries, St. Charles Parish; 20180722, Turner				false

		480						LN		18		24		false		24   Industries Group, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish;				false

		481						LN		18		25		false		25   20181931, Domain CAC, LLC, Orleans Parish; 20140958, Our				false

		482						PG		19		0		false		page 19				false

		483						LN		19		1		false		 1   Lady of the Lake Ascension Community Hospital,				false

		484						LN		19		2		false		 2   Incorporated, Ascension Parish; and 20151193, Park 80				false

		485						LN		19		3		false		 3   Hotels, LLC, Ascension Parish.				false

		486						LN		19		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		487						LN		19		5		false		 5                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer, and I assume all				false

		488						LN		19		6		false		 6   of their paperwork is in order for the program?				false

		489						LN		19		7		false		 7               MS. METOYER:				false

		490						LN		19		8		false		 8                   Yes, sir.				false

		491						LN		19		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		492						LN		19		10		false		10                   Are there any comments from the public				false

		493						LN		19		11		false		11   concerning the new applications for the Enterprise Zone				false

		494						LN		19		12		false		12   Program?				false

		495						LN		19		13		false		13               (No response.)				false

		496						LN		19		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		497						LN		19		15		false		15                   Any questions or comments from the Board				false

		498						LN		19		16		false		16   concerning any applications?				false

		499						LN		19		17		false		17                   Representative Carmody.				false

		500						LN		19		18		false		18               MR. CARMODY:				false

		501						LN		19		19		false		19                   Mr. Chairman, just a quick one, and I'm				false

		502						LN		19		20		false		20   sure Mr. Secretary could probably address it, Monsanto,				false

		503						LN		19		21		false		21   640-million investment in St. Charles Parish for the				false

		504						LN		19		22		false		22   Enterprise, can you -- is there somebody here from				false

		505						LN		19		23		false		23   Monsanto to kind of give us an overview of what that				false

		506						LN		19		24		false		24   investment reflects?				false

		507						LN		19		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		508						PG		20		0		false		page 20				false

		509						LN		20		1		false		 1                   Please step forward and identify				false

		510						LN		20		2		false		 2   yourself.				false

		511						LN		20		3		false		 3               MS. BOATNER:				false

		512						LN		20		4		false		 4                   Rhonda Boatner with Didier Consulting.				false

		513						LN		20		5		false		 5                   Currently Monsanto is adding a new				false

		514						LN		20		6		false		 6   project called the Dicamba Project, and this spending is				false

		515						LN		20		7		false		 7   related to the necessary equipment to retrofit and have				false

		516						LN		20		8		false		 8   the existing facility be compatible with this new				false

		517						LN		20		9		false		 9   project that's happening.  So this just spending that				false

		518						LN		20		10		false		10   has occurred prior to the project, the new project				false

		519						LN		20		11		false		11   coming on board, so that's...				false

		520						LN		20		12		false		12               MR. CARMODY:				false

		521						LN		20		13		false		13                   And the investment of the 640, that 640				false

		522						LN		20		14		false		14   has been spent or that's what's --				false

		523						LN		20		15		false		15               MS. BOATNER:				false

		524						LN		20		16		false		16                   It's already been spent.				false

		525						LN		20		17		false		17               MR. CARMODY:				false

		526						LN		20		18		false		18                   It has been sent?				false

		527						LN		20		19		false		19               MS. BOATNER:				false

		528						LN		20		20		false		20                   Yes, it has.				false

		529						LN		20		21		false		21               MR. CARMODY:				false

		530						LN		20		22		false		22                   Okay.  Thank you.				false

		531						LN		20		23		false		23                   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.				false

		532						LN		20		24		false		24               MS. BOATNER:				false

		533						LN		20		25		false		25                   Any other questions?				false

		534						PG		21		0		false		page 21				false

		535						LN		21		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		536						LN		21		2		false		 2                   Any other questions?				false

		537						LN		21		3		false		 3               (No response.)				false

		538						LN		21		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		539						LN		21		5		false		 5                   All right.  The motion has been made by				false

		540						LN		21		6		false		 6   Mr. Slone; seconded by Representative Carmody.				false

		541						LN		21		7		false		 7                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye".				false

		542						LN		21		8		false		 8               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		543						LN		21		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		544						LN		21		10		false		10                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		545						LN		21		11		false		11               (No response.)				false

		546						LN		21		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		547						LN		21		13		false		13                   Motion carries.				false

		548						LN		21		14		false		14                   Ms. Metoyer.				false

		549						LN		21		15		false		15               MS. METOYER:				false

		550						LN		21		16		false		16                   I have terminations:  20130113, Belk,				false

		551						LN		21		17		false		17   Incorporated, Livingston Parish.  Existing contract				false

		552						LN		21		18		false		18   period September 1, 2013 through August 31 of 2018.  The				false

		553						LN		21		19		false		19   requested term date is August 31 of 2018.  The program				false

		554						LN		21		20		false		20   requirements have been met, and no additional jobs are				false

		555						LN		21		21		false		21   anticipated.				false

		556						LN		21		22		false		22                   20151115, Walmart, Louisiana, LLC,				false

		557						LN		21		23		false		23   Orleans Parish.  Existing contract period July 31 of				false

		558						LN		21		24		false		24   2014 through July 30 of 2019.  The requested term date				false

		559						LN		21		25		false		25   is July 30 2017.  The program requirements have been				false

		560						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		561						LN		22		1		false		 1   met, no additional jobs are anticipated.				false

		562						LN		22		2		false		 2                   20141116, Walmart, Louisiana, LLC,				false

		563						LN		22		3		false		 3   Ouachita Parish.  Existing contract period July 31 of				false

		564						LN		22		4		false		 4   2014 through July 30 of 2019.  The requested term date				false

		565						LN		22		5		false		 5   is July 30 of 2017.  The program requirements have been				false

		566						LN		22		6		false		 6   met, no additional jobs are anticipated.				false

		567						LN		22		7		false		 7                   20140155, Placid Refining Company, LLC,				false

		568						LN		22		8		false		 8   West Baton Rouge Parish.  Existing contract period is				false

		569						LN		22		9		false		 9   February 1 of 2014 through January 31 of 2019.  The				false

		570						LN		22		10		false		10   requested term date is July 31 of 2016, and the program				false

		571						LN		22		11		false		11   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are				false

		572						LN		22		12		false		12   anticipated.				false

		573						LN		22		13		false		13                   20130808, Rapides Healthcare System,				false

		574						LN		22		14		false		14   LLC, Rapides Parish, and the existing contract period is				false

		575						LN		22		15		false		15   August 1, 2013 through July 31, 2018.  The requested				false

		576						LN		22		16		false		16   term date is July 30th -- I'm sorry -- is January				false

		577						LN		22		17		false		17   31,2016.  The program requirements have been met, no				false

		578						LN		22		18		false		18   additional jobs are anticipated.				false

		579						LN		22		19		false		19                   20140988, Isidore Newman School, Orleans				false

		580						LN		22		20		false		20   Parish.  Existing contract period July 15, 2014 through				false

		581						LN		22		21		false		21   July 14, 2019.  The requested term date is March 15 of				false

		582						LN		22		22		false		22   2017.  The program requirements have been met, no				false

		583						LN		22		23		false		23   additional jobs anticipated.				false

		584						LN		22		24		false		24                   20131409, Sai Deva, LLC, Jefferson				false

		585						LN		22		25		false		25   Parish.  The existing contract period is October 1, 2014				false

		586						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		587						LN		23		1		false		 1   through September 30, 2019.  The requested termination				false

		588						LN		23		2		false		 2   date is September 30, 2017.  The program requirements				false

		589						LN		23		3		false		 3   have been met, no addition jobs are anticipated.				false

		590						LN		23		4		false		 4                   20141542, Shaya Restaurant, LLC, Orleans				false

		591						LN		23		5		false		 5   Parish.  Existing contract is December 31, 2014 through				false

		592						LN		23		6		false		 6   December 30 of 2019.  That's a typo there on my part.				false

		593						LN		23		7		false		 7   And the requested term date is December 31 of '17.  The				false

		594						LN		23		8		false		 8   program requirements have been met, no additional jobs				false

		595						LN		23		9		false		 9   are anticipated.				false

		596						LN		23		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		597						LN		23		11		false		11                   Thank you.				false

		598						LN		23		12		false		12               MS. METOYER:				false

		599						LN		23		13		false		13                   There's one more.  I'm sorry.				false

		600						LN		23		14		false		14                   20131082, Red Stick Armature Works, LLC,				false

		601						LN		23		15		false		15   West Feliciana Parish, and the existing contract period				false

		602						LN		23		16		false		16   is August 20 of 2013 through August 19 of 2018.  The				false

		603						LN		23		17		false		17   requested term date is June 30, 2016, and the				false

		604						LN		23		18		false		18   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are				false

		605						LN		23		19		false		19   anticipated.				false

		606						LN		23		20		false		20                   That's it.				false

		607						LN		23		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		608						LN		23		22		false		22                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.				false

		609						LN		23		23		false		23                   Are there any comments from the public				false

		610						LN		23		24		false		24   concerning the Enterprise Zone termination requests?				false

		611						LN		23		25		false		25               (No response.)				false

		612						PG		24		0		false		page 24				false

		613						LN		24		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		614						LN		24		2		false		 2                   Questions or comments from the Board				false

		615						LN		24		3		false		 3   members?				false

		616						LN		24		4		false		 4               (No response.)				false

		617						LN		24		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		618						LN		24		6		false		 6                   Is there a motion to approve?				false

		619						LN		24		7		false		 7                   Made by Dr. Woodrow Wilson; seconded by				false

		620						LN		24		8		false		 8   Mr. Slone.				false

		621						LN		24		9		false		 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		622						LN		24		10		false		10               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		623						LN		24		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		624						LN		24		12		false		12                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		625						LN		24		13		false		13               (No response.)				false

		626						LN		24		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		627						LN		24		15		false		15                   Motion carries.				false

		628						LN		24		16		false		16                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.				false

		629						LN		24		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		630						LN		24		18		false		18                   We have Hud Usie -- I have a hard time				false

		631						LN		24		19		false		19   with that name -- for the Industrial Tax Exemption				false

		632						LN		24		20		false		20   Program.  Pointing out there are pre-EOs, post-EOs and				false

		633						LN		24		21		false		21   post-EOs with 2018 rules.				false

		634						LN		24		22		false		22                   Please proceed.				false

		635						LN		24		23		false		23               MR. USIE:				false

		636						LN		24		24		false		24                   We have four new pre-EEO applications:				false

		637						LN		24		25		false		25   20151795A, Blue Cube Operations, LLC, Iberville Parish;				false

		638						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		639						LN		25		1		false		 1   20141008, Centric Pipe, LLC, Bossier Parish; 2014097A,				false

		640						LN		25		2		false		 2   ExPert Riser Solutions, LLC, Lafourche Parish; 20141117,				false

		641						LN		25		3		false		 3   YCI Methanol One, LLC, St. James Parish.				false

		642						LN		25		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		643						LN		25		5		false		 5                   All right.				false

		644						LN		25		6		false		 6               MR. JONES:				false

		645						LN		25		7		false		 7                   Mr. Chairman, I need to recuse myself				false

		646						LN		25		8		false		 8   from any discussion or vote on Number 20141117, YCI				false

		647						LN		25		9		false		 9   Methanol One.				false

		648						LN		25		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		649						LN		25		11		false		11                   Please note that for the record that				false

		650						LN		25		12		false		12   Mr. Jones has recused himself from 20141117-A-ITE, from				false

		651						LN		25		13		false		13   YCI Methanol One, LLC.				false

		652						LN		25		14		false		14                   Are there any comments from the public				false

		653						LN		25		15		false		15   concerning any of these applications?				false

		654						LN		25		16		false		16               MR. USIE:				false

		655						LN		25		17		false		17                   We did have one that was filed late,				false

		656						LN		25		18		false		18   Centric Pipe, 20141008, is as noted.				false

		657						LN		25		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		658						LN		25		20		false		20                   Is there a representative from Centric				false

		659						LN		25		21		false		21   Pipe with us today?				false

		660						LN		25		22		false		22                   Please step forward and identify				false

		661						LN		25		23		false		23   yourself.				false

		662						LN		25		24		false		24                   It was a late filing?				false

		663						LN		25		25		false		25               MR. USIE:				false

		664						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		665						LN		26		1		false		 1                   Correct.				false

		666						LN		26		2		false		 2               MR. LONG:				false

		667						LN		26		3		false		 3                   Hi.  I'm Jack.  I'm from Centric Pipe.				false

		668						LN		26		4		false		 4                   It was a late filing --				false

		669						LN		26		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		670						LN		26		6		false		 6                   I'm sorry.  What's your name?				false

		671						LN		26		7		false		 7               MR. JACK:				false

		672						LN		26		8		false		 8                   Jack.				false

		673						LN		26		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		674						LN		26		10		false		10                   Jack.  I'm sorry.  Jack.  And also your				false

		675						LN		26		11		false		11   last name?				false

		676						LN		26		12		false		12               MR. LONG:				false

		677						LN		26		13		false		13                   Long, L-o-n-g.				false

		678						LN		26		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		679						LN		26		15		false		15                   All right.  Why were you late?				false

		680						LN		26		16		false		16               MR. LONG:				false

		681						LN		26		17		false		17                   Yeah.  The filing's late because in 2014				false

		682						LN		26		18		false		18   we bought it from Northwest Pipe, and after that, we				false

		683						LN		26		19		false		19   outsourced our permit taxing to a outside consulting				false

		684						LN		26		20		false		20   firm.  And this next year, we wanted to bring it back,				false

		685						LN		26		21		false		21   and I'm going to do the property tax for the company.				false

		686						LN		26		22		false		22   And after I realized this contract has not been renewed,				false

		687						LN		26		23		false		23   because it has to be renewed each five years and that				false

		688						LN		26		24		false		24   the staff of the company before, maybe they forgot to				false

		689						LN		26		25		false		25   renew it, and now I catch it and I want to renew.				false

		690						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		691						LN		27		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		692						LN		27		2		false		 2                   Okay.  This is a new application,				false

		693						LN		27		3		false		 3   though?				false

		694						LN		27		4		false		 4               MR. LONG:				false

		695						LN		27		5		false		 5                   Yeah.				false

		696						LN		27		6		false		 6               MR. USIE:				false

		697						LN		27		7		false		 7                   But they also have some renewals coming				false

		698						LN		27		8		false		 8   up.				false

		699						LN		27		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		700						LN		27		10		false		10                   So renewals also?				false

		701						LN		27		11		false		11               MR. USIE:				false

		702						LN		27		12		false		12                   Correct.				false

		703						LN		27		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		704						LN		27		14		false		14                   So does everyone understand what Jack is				false

		705						LN		27		15		false		15   saying?  They were late because they had outsourced it,				false

		706						LN		27		16		false		16   they brought it back in, they were late on the filing of				false

		707						LN		27		17		false		17   the original application.				false

		708						LN		27		18		false		18                   Mr. Jones, I believe you had a question.				false

		709						LN		27		19		false		19               MR. JONES:				false

		710						LN		27		20		false		20                   Not yet.				false

		711						LN		27		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		712						LN		27		22		false		22                   So with that, our practice has been to				false

		713						LN		27		23		false		23   restrict the application and contracts by one year when				false

		714						LN		27		24		false		24   they are late.  So with that, I'll entertain a motion.				false

		715						LN		27		25		false		25                   Made by Dr. Wilson, Dr. Woodrow Wilson.				false

		716						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		717						LN		28		1		false		 1                   Mr. Miller, you have a question?				false

		718						LN		28		2		false		 2               MR. MILLER:				false

		719						LN		28		3		false		 3                   So they missed the whole first five-year				false

		720						LN		28		4		false		 4   term?				false

		721						LN		28		5		false		 5               MR. USIE:				false

		722						LN		28		6		false		 6                   No.  It was due on March 31st of 2018				false

		723						LN		28		7		false		 7   and they filed that application on April 30th of 2018,				false

		724						LN		28		8		false		 8   so it would be a month.				false

		725						LN		28		9		false		 9               MR. MILLER:				false

		726						LN		28		10		false		10                   But the initial --				false

		727						LN		28		11		false		11               MR. USIE:				false

		728						LN		28		12		false		12                   Oh, that's what they would -- that's the				false

		729						LN		28		13		false		13   penalty if y'all --				false

		730						LN		28		14		false		14               MR. MILLER:				false

		731						LN		28		15		false		15                   On the initial five-year?				false

		732						LN		28		16		false		16               MR. USIE:				false

		733						LN		28		17		false		17                   On the initial five-year application.				false

		734						LN		28		18		false		18               MR. MILLER:				false

		735						LN		28		19		false		19                   And the assessor didn't pick it up on				false

		736						LN		28		20		false		20   the tax rolls.				false

		737						LN		28		21		false		21               MR. USIE:				false

		738						LN		28		22		false		22                   No.				false

		739						LN		28		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		740						LN		28		24		false		24                   We'll need to have that confirmed.				false

		741						LN		28		25		false		25               MS. CHENG:				false

		742						PG		29		0		false		page 29				false

		743						LN		29		1		false		 1                   We did confirm with the assessors that				false

		744						LN		29		2		false		 2   these assets haven't been taxed.				false

		745						LN		29		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		746						LN		29		4		false		 4                   Okay.  They haven't paid taxes on them.				false

		747						LN		29		5		false		 5                   All right.  Any other questions?				false

		748						LN		29		6		false		 6                   Mr. Jones.				false

		749						LN		29		7		false		 7               MR. JONES:				false

		750						LN		29		8		false		 8                   So, Mr. Chairman, with the one-year				false

		751						LN		29		9		false		 9   penalty, essentially the five-year benefit becomes a				false

		752						LN		29		10		false		10   four-year benefit; is that correct?				false

		753						LN		29		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		754						LN		29		12		false		12                   For the initial contract with the option				false

		755						LN		29		13		false		13   of a five-year renewal that is filed timely.				false

		756						LN		29		14		false		14               MR. JONES:				false

		757						LN		29		15		false		15                   Mr. Long, you understand what we're				false

		758						LN		29		16		false		16   saying there what the one-year penalty means?				false

		759						LN		29		17		false		17               MR. LONG:				false

		760						LN		29		18		false		18                   Yeah.				false

		761						LN		29		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		762						LN		29		20		false		20                   Do you understand?				false

		763						LN		29		21		false		21               MR. LONG:				false

		764						LN		29		22		false		22                   Yeah.				false

		765						LN		29		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		766						LN		29		24		false		24                   So it's a four-year contract instead of				false

		767						LN		29		25		false		25   five for the first one.				false

		768						PG		30		0		false		page 30				false

		769						LN		30		1		false		 1               MR. LONG:				false

		770						LN		30		2		false		 2                   Yeah.				false

		771						LN		30		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		772						LN		30		4		false		 4                   It will have the option for a five-year				false

		773						LN		30		5		false		 5   renewal, but that will also have to be filed timely or				false

		774						LN		30		6		false		 6   it will be imposed a penalty as well.				false

		775						LN		30		7		false		 7               MR. LONG:				false

		776						LN		30		8		false		 8                   Okay.  So after the five years, I need				false

		777						LN		30		9		false		 9   to renew it for another five years?				false

		778						LN		30		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		779						LN		30		11		false		11                   Correct, and you have to make that				false

		780						LN		30		12		false		12   renewal request before the contract expires.				false

		781						LN		30		13		false		13               MR. LONG:				false

		782						LN		30		14		false		14                   Okay.				false

		783						LN		30		15		false		15               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		784						LN		30		16		false		16                   So contact Mr. Usie.				false

		785						LN		30		17		false		17               MR. CARMODY:				false

		786						LN		30		18		false		18                   Mr. Chairman?				false

		787						LN		30		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		788						LN		30		20		false		20                   Yes.  I'm sorry.  Representative				false

		789						LN		30		21		false		21   Carmody.				false

		790						LN		30		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		791						LN		30		23		false		23                   I just want to clarify for myself, if				false

		792						LN		30		24		false		24   the gentleman then takes this four years, at what point				false

		793						LN		30		25		false		25   is he to express in writing his affirmation that he				false

		794						PG		31		0		false		page 31				false

		795						LN		31		1		false		 1   wants to go for the next five?  Is there a deadline?				false

		796						LN		31		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		797						LN		31		3		false		 3                   Before the contract expires.				false

		798						LN		31		4		false		 4               MR. CARMODY:				false

		799						LN		31		5		false		 5                   Okay.  So on the last date of the				false

		800						LN		31		6		false		 6   remaining four years, he has got to have notified --				false

		801						LN		31		7		false		 7               MR. USIE:				false

		802						LN		31		8		false		 8                   So on the fourth year, the expiration				false

		803						LN		31		9		false		 9   year, it can be renewed anywhere between July 1st, but				false

		804						LN		31		10		false		10   no later than December 31st of that expiring year.				false

		805						LN		31		11		false		11               MR. CARMODY:				false

		806						LN		31		12		false		12                   So six months prior.				false

		807						LN		31		13		false		13               MR. USIE:				false

		808						LN		31		14		false		14                   Six months prior.				false

		809						LN		31		15		false		15               MR. CARMODY:				false

		810						LN		31		16		false		16                   Thank you.  I just want to make sure				false

		811						LN		31		17		false		17   that he was aware.				false

		812						LN		31		18		false		18               MR. JONES:				false

		813						LN		31		19		false		19                   So I'm going to get even further in the				false

		814						LN		31		20		false		20   weeds.  So if the application is filed 2018, so four				false

		815						LN		31		21		false		21   years will be 2022; is that correct?				false

		816						LN		31		22		false		22               MR. USIE:				false

		817						LN		31		23		false		23                   It goes by the project ending year.				false

		818						LN		31		24		false		24               MR. JONES:				false

		819						LN		31		25		false		25                   Okay.				false

		820						PG		32		0		false		page 32				false

		821						LN		32		1		false		 1               MR. USIE:				false

		822						LN		32		2		false		 2                   So it would be 2017.				false

		823						LN		32		3		false		 3               MR. JONES:				false

		824						LN		32		4		false		 4                   2017?				false

		825						LN		32		5		false		 5               MR. USIE:				false

		826						LN		32		6		false		 6                   December 31st, 2017 was the project				false

		827						LN		32		7		false		 7   period.				false

		828						LN		32		8		false		 8               MR. JONES:				false

		829						LN		32		9		false		 9                   So plus four years.				false

		830						LN		32		10		false		10               MR. USIE:				false

		831						LN		32		11		false		11                   Four years.				false

		832						LN		32		12		false		12               MR. JONES:				false

		833						LN		32		13		false		13                   So it will be 2021.				false

		834						LN		32		14		false		14               MR. USIE:				false

		835						LN		32		15		false		15                   Correct.				false

		836						LN		32		16		false		16               MR. JONES:				false

		837						LN		32		17		false		17                   Okay.  Good.  Thank you.				false

		838						LN		32		18		false		18               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		839						LN		32		19		false		19                   Any further questions?				false

		840						LN		32		20		false		20               (No response.)				false

		841						LN		32		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		842						LN		32		22		false		22                   We have a motion on the table and it was				false

		843						LN		32		23		false		23   seconded by Dr. Shawn Wilson.				false

		844						LN		32		24		false		24                   Any further comments from the Board?				false

		845						LN		32		25		false		25               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		846						PG		33		0		false		page 33				false

		847						LN		33		1		false		 1                   Just be clear to be clear, it's the				false

		848						LN		33		2		false		 2   acceptance of the three applications, and the fourth				false

		849						LN		33		3		false		 3   application by Centric Pipe being restricted by one				false

		850						LN		33		4		false		 4   year.				false

		851						LN		33		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		852						LN		33		6		false		 6                   Correct, that is the motion, noting that				false

		853						LN		33		7		false		 7   Mr. Jones has recused himself from the YCI Methanol One				false

		854						LN		33		8		false		 8   action.				false

		855						LN		33		9		false		 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		856						LN		33		10		false		10               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		857						LN		33		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		858						LN		33		12		false		12                   All opposed with "nay."				false

		859						LN		33		13		false		13               (No response.)				false

		860						LN		33		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		861						LN		33		15		false		15                   Motion carries.  Thank you, Mr.				false

		862						LN		33		16		false		16   Secretary.				false

		863						LN		33		17		false		17               MR. USIE:				false

		864						LN		33		18		false		18                   Next we have seven post-EEO applications				false

		865						LN		33		19		false		19   following under 2017 rules, and we do have one that				false

		866						LN		33		20		false		20   needs to be deferred.  That's 20170003, Procter and				false

		867						LN		33		21		false		21   Gamble Manufacturing Company in Rapides Parish.				false

		868						LN		33		22		false		22               MR. JONES:				false

		869						LN		33		23		false		23                   So moved.				false

		870						LN		33		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		871						LN		33		25		false		25                   Motion had been made to defer.				false

		872						PG		34		0		false		page 34				false

		873						LN		34		1		false		 1                   Is there a second?				false

		874						LN		34		2		false		 2                   By Dr. Woodrow Wilson.				false

		875						LN		34		3		false		 3                   All in favor of the deferral, indicate				false

		876						LN		34		4		false		 4   with an "aye."				false

		877						LN		34		5		false		 5               (Several member respond "aye.")				false

		878						LN		34		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		879						LN		34		7		false		 7                   All opposed with "nay".				false

		880						LN		34		8		false		 8               (No response.)				false

		881						LN		34		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		882						LN		34		10		false		10                   Deferral carries.				false

		883						LN		34		11		false		11                   Please proceed.				false

		884						LN		34		12		false		12               MR. USIE:				false

		885						LN		34		13		false		13                   20180147, Iris Solar, LLC, Washington				false

		886						LN		34		14		false		14   Parish; 20181946, K&B Machine Works, LLC, Terrebonne				false

		887						LN		34		15		false		15   Parish; 20170177, Packing Corporation of America,				false

		888						LN		34		16		false		16   Beauregard Parish; 20161851, Packaging Corporation of				false

		889						LN		34		17		false		17   America, Beauregard Parish; 20161623, Packaging				false

		890						LN		34		18		false		18   Corporation of America, Beauregard Parish; 20180142,				false

		891						LN		34		19		false		19   Taminco US, LLC in Iberville Parish.				false

		892						LN		34		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		893						LN		34		21		false		21                   Are there any comments from the public				false

		894						LN		34		22		false		22   concerning the post-EO applications that are being				false

		895						LN		34		23		false		23   requested for exemption under the 2017 rules?				false

		896						LN		34		24		false		24               (No response.)				false

		897						LN		34		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		898						PG		35		0		false		page 35				false

		899						LN		35		1		false		 1                   Questions or comments from the Board?				false

		900						LN		35		2		false		 2               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		901						LN		35		3		false		 3                   Just to comment, this would be the				false

		902						LN		35		4		false		 4   Board's passage of the programs under the eight-year				false

		903						LN		35		5		false		 5   program, which is five at 100 percent and three at 80.				false

		904						LN		35		6		false		 6   All of these applications have a full complement of				false

		905						LN		35		7		false		 7   their local bodies included in their application				false

		906						LN		35		8		false		 8   process.  So the resolutions are all complete with their				false

		907						LN		35		9		false		 9   applications.				false

		908						LN		35		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		909						LN		35		11		false		11                   Thank you, Mr. Secretary.				false

		910						LN		35		12		false		12                   Mr. Miller.				false

		911						LN		35		13		false		13               MR. MILLER:				false

		912						LN		35		14		false		14                   On the Packaging Corporation in				false

		913						LN		35		15		false		15   Beauregard, there's the three and there's no permanent				false

		914						LN		35		16		false		16   new jobs.  Is that the compelling reason for retention?				false

		915						LN		35		17		false		17               MR. USIE:				false

		916						LN		35		18		false		18                   Yes.				false

		917						LN		35		19		false		19               MR. MILLER:				false

		918						LN		35		20		false		20                   Thank you.				false

		919						LN		35		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		920						LN		35		22		false		22                   Any additional questions or comments				false

		921						LN		35		23		false		23   from the Board members?				false

		922						LN		35		24		false		24               (No response.)				false

		923						LN		35		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		924						PG		36		0		false		page 36				false

		925						LN		36		1		false		 1                   Is there a motion to approve?				false

		926						LN		36		2		false		 2                   Made by Mr. Miller; seconded by Mr.				false

		927						LN		36		3		false		 3   Moller.				false

		928						LN		36		4		false		 4                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		929						LN		36		5		false		 5               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		930						LN		36		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		931						LN		36		7		false		 7                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		932						LN		36		8		false		 8               (No response.)				false

		933						LN		36		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		934						LN		36		10		false		10                   Motion carries.				false

		935						LN		36		11		false		11                   Please proceed.				false

		936						LN		36		12		false		12               MR. USIE:				false

		937						LN		36		13		false		13                   Next we have four post-EO --				false

		938						LN		36		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		939						LN		36		15		false		15                   Yes, Mr. Briggs.				false

		940						LN		36		16		false		16               MR. BRIGGS:				false

		941						LN		36		17		false		17                   Mr. Chairman, on Item Number 7, when we				false

		942						LN		36		18		false		18   move to that section, I have a comment on one of them,				false

		943						LN		36		19		false		19   if I may.				false

		944						LN		36		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		945						LN		36		21		false		21                   All right.				false

		946						LN		36		22		false		22                   All right.  Mr. Usie, please proceed.				false

		947						LN		36		23		false		23               MR. USIE:				false

		948						LN		36		24		false		24                   Next we have four post-EO applications				false

		949						LN		36		25		false		25   under 2018 rules:  20170103, A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., East				false

		950						PG		37		0		false		page 37				false

		951						LN		37		1		false		 1   Carroll Parish; 20170103A, A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., East				false

		952						LN		37		2		false		 2   Carroll Parish; 20170254, Exxon Mobil Corporation, East				false

		953						LN		37		3		false		 3   Baton Rouge Parish; 20180145, St. James Solar, LLC, St.				false

		954						LN		37		4		false		 4   James Parish.				false

		955						LN		37		5		false		 5                   And the first application, 20170103 for				false

		956						LN		37		6		false		 6   A.O.U.O.P.S. was filed late as well.				false

		957						LN		37		7		false		 7               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		958						LN		37		8		false		 8                   All right.  So noted.				false

		959						LN		37		9		false		 9                   Is there a representative from				false

		960						LN		37		10		false		10   A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc. with us today?				false

		961						LN		37		11		false		11                   Please step forward and identify				false

		962						LN		37		12		false		12   yourself.				false

		963						LN		37		13		false		13                   Can you tell us why you were late?				false

		964						LN		37		14		false		14                   Identify yourself, please.				false

		965						LN		37		15		false		15               MR. SHUMATE:				false

		966						LN		37		16		false		16                   Good morning.  I'm Will Shumate.  I'm				false

		967						LN		37		17		false		17   from A.O.U.O.P.S. Inc., East Carroll Parish.				false

		968						LN		37		18		false		18                   I believe the reason that our				false

		969						LN		37		19		false		19   application was late was due to change in rules.  We				false

		970						LN		37		20		false		20   originally were going to apply under the previous rules,				false

		971						LN		37		21		false		21   and we decided to apply under the 2018 rules and I would				false

		972						LN		37		22		false		22   assume that is why our application was late.				false

		973						LN		37		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		974						LN		37		24		false		24                   So I have to bring an attorney up to				false

		975						LN		37		25		false		25   answer this one.				false

		976						PG		38		0		false		page 38				false

		977						LN		38		1		false		 1               MR. SHUMATE:				false

		978						LN		38		2		false		 2                   Right.				false

		979						LN		38		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		980						LN		38		4		false		 4                   Please identify yourself.				false

		981						LN		38		5		false		 5               MS. BOURGEOIS:				false

		982						LN		38		6		false		 6                   Tam Bourgeois for LED.				false

		983						LN		38		7		false		 7                   Just to clarify, was it making your				false

		984						LN		38		8		false		 8   decision as to whether to go under the 2017 or 2018				false

		985						LN		38		9		false		 9   rules?				false

		986						LN		38		10		false		10               MR. SHUMATE:				false

		987						LN		38		11		false		11                   With advisement from our attorney, yes,				false

		988						LN		38		12		false		12   ma'am.				false

		989						LN		38		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		990						LN		38		14		false		14                   I think we may need to defer that one.				false

		991						LN		38		15		false		15               MR. USIE:				false

		992						LN		38		16		false		16                   It was my understanding that they just				false

		993						LN		38		17		false		17   were confused about the due date because the application				false

		994						LN		38		18		false		18   was filed before the new set of rules.				false

		995						LN		38		19		false		19               MR. SHUMATE:				false

		996						LN		38		20		false		20                   Yes.  I don't know about the deadline.				false

		997						LN		38		21		false		21   All of the paperwork is handled by Josh, my accountant,				false

		998						LN		38		22		false		22   and everything.  He did make me aware of the new set of				false

		999						LN		38		23		false		23   rules, but, you know, we had already, I guess, filled				false

		1000						LN		38		24		false		24   our application and included.				false

		1001						LN		38		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1002						PG		39		0		false		page 39				false

		1003						LN		39		1		false		 1                   Okay.  I'd like to entertain a motion to				false

		1004						LN		39		2		false		 2   defer this so that staff can look into it a little bit				false

		1005						LN		39		3		false		 3   further because I don't definitely want to penalize you,				false

		1006						LN		39		4		false		 4   and I know this Board doesn't want to penalize you if				false

		1007						LN		39		5		false		 5   it's something that you shouldn't be penalized for.				false

		1008						LN		39		6		false		 6               MR. SHUMATE:				false

		1009						LN		39		7		false		 7                   Right.  Certainly, sir.  I really				false

		1010						LN		39		8		false		 8   Appreciate it.				false

		1011						LN		39		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1012						LN		39		10		false		10                   Dr. Woodrow Wilson has made the motion				false

		1013						LN		39		11		false		11   to defer, and seconded by Ms. Malone to defer the first				false

		1014						LN		39		12		false		12   one.				false

		1015						LN		39		13		false		13                   Kristen, do you have something to say or				false

		1016						LN		39		14		false		14   add?				false

		1017						LN		39		15		false		15               MS. CHENG:				false

		1018						LN		39		16		false		16                   The rules do state that the Board				false

		1019						LN		39		17		false		17   "shall" penalize for a late-filed application, and I				false

		1020						LN		39		18		false		18   believe it was late because they were not aware that an				false

		1021						LN		39		19		false		19   application is due within 90 days of any portion of				false

		1022						LN		39		20		false		20   their project being complete.  This is the first phase.				false

		1023						LN		39		21		false		21   As it was complete, they didn't know they had to file an				false

		1024						LN		39		22		false		22   application for the first phase, and they were waiting				false

		1025						LN		39		23		false		23   to file it for the entire project.  And at the time we				false

		1026						LN		39		24		false		24   notified them they were already late, so that's why the				false

		1027						LN		39		25		false		25   first phase is filed late.				false

		1028						PG		40		0		false		page 40				false

		1029						LN		40		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1030						LN		40		2		false		 2                   Okay.  Mr. Jones.				false

		1031						LN		40		3		false		 3               MR. JONES:				false

		1032						LN		40		4		false		 4                   I'm in favor of deferring it.  And, I'm				false

		1033						LN		40		5		false		 5   sorry, I did not hear your name.				false

		1034						LN		40		6		false		 6               MR. SHUMATE:				false

		1035						LN		40		7		false		 7                   Will, Will Shumate.				false

		1036						LN		40		8		false		 8               MR. JONES:				false

		1037						LN		40		9		false		 9                   Mr. Shumate, we're going to likely defer				false

		1038						LN		40		10		false		10   this to the next meeting.  When you come back, would you				false

		1039						LN		40		11		false		11   bring whomever is responsible for filing these so they				false

		1040						LN		40		12		false		12   can speak a little bit more authoritatively as to what				false

		1041						LN		40		13		false		13   was going on inside the company?				false

		1042						LN		40		14		false		14               MR. SHUMATE:				false

		1043						LN		40		15		false		15                   Certainly.				false

		1044						LN		40		16		false		16               MR. JONES:				false

		1045						LN		40		17		false		17                   We like to hear from the company instead				false

		1046						LN		40		18		false		18   of from the staff because, frankly, that's hearsay.  We				false

		1047						LN		40		19		false		19   want to hear what was really going on.  And, again, we				false

		1048						LN		40		20		false		20   don't want to penalize unnecessarily, but, at the same				false

		1049						LN		40		21		false		21   time, the rules say what the rules say, and we want to				false

		1050						LN		40		22		false		22   be sure we're walking that line.				false

		1051						LN		40		23		false		23               MR. SHUMATE:				false

		1052						LN		40		24		false		24                   Right, correct.				false

		1053						LN		40		25		false		25               MR. JONES:				false

		1054						PG		41		0		false		page 41				false

		1055						LN		41		1		false		 1                   Thank you very much.				false

		1056						LN		41		2		false		 2               MR. SHUMATE:				false

		1057						LN		41		3		false		 3                   Just to be clear, Mr. Jones, I am part				false

		1058						LN		41		4		false		 4   of the company.  I have an ownership.				false

		1059						LN		41		5		false		 5               MR. JONES:				false

		1060						LN		41		6		false		 6                   I understand, but you apparently don't				false

		1061						LN		41		7		false		 7   understand this issue.				false

		1062						LN		41		8		false		 8               MR. SHUMATE:				false

		1063						LN		41		9		false		 9                   I will have the accountant here for the				false

		1064						LN		41		10		false		10   application.				false

		1065						LN		41		11		false		11               MR. JONES:				false

		1066						LN		41		12		false		12                   We need the people here that can answer				false

		1067						LN		41		13		false		13   questions.				false

		1068						LN		41		14		false		14               MR. JONES:				false

		1069						LN		41		15		false		15                   Any questions or comments from the Board				false

		1070						LN		41		16		false		16   concerning of the first A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., Number				false

		1071						LN		41		17		false		17   20170103?				false

		1072						LN		41		18		false		18               (No response.)				false

		1073						LN		41		19		false		19               MR. JONES:				false

		1074						LN		41		20		false		20                   All in favor of the deferment, indicate				false

		1075						LN		41		21		false		21   with an "aye."				false

		1076						LN		41		22		false		22               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		1077						LN		41		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1078						LN		41		24		false		24                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		1079						LN		41		25		false		25               (No response.)				false

		1080						PG		42		0		false		page 42				false

		1081						LN		42		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1082						LN		42		2		false		 2                   Motion carries.				false

		1083						LN		42		3		false		 3                   Thank you, sir.  The first one is				false

		1084						LN		42		4		false		 4   deferred.				false

		1085						LN		42		5		false		 5                   We're going to take action on the second				false

		1086						LN		42		6		false		 6   one.				false

		1087						LN		42		7		false		 7               MR. SHUMATE:				false

		1088						LN		42		8		false		 8                   Okay.  Thank you, sir.				false

		1089						LN		42		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1090						LN		42		10		false		10                   So I have some cards for one of the				false

		1091						LN		42		11		false		11   applications here.  Exxon Mobil Corporation.				false

		1092						LN		42		12		false		12                   Mr. Briggs.				false

		1093						LN		42		13		false		13               MR. BRIGGS:				false

		1094						LN		42		14		false		14                   Yes, I'd like to comment on this real				false

		1095						LN		42		15		false		15   quick.				false

		1096						LN		42		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1097						LN		42		17		false		17                   Let me get comments from the public				false

		1098						LN		42		18		false		18   first, and then the Board gets their opportunity.				false

		1099						LN		42		19		false		19               MR. BRIGGS:				false

		1100						LN		42		20		false		20                   I apologize.  I'm a baby member.				false

		1101						LN		42		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1102						LN		42		22		false		22                   That's all right.				false

		1103						LN		42		23		false		23                   All right.  Is there any questions from				false

		1104						LN		42		24		false		24   the Board members before the public comments?				false

		1105						LN		42		25		false		25                   So first we have Stephanie Cargile.				false

		1106						PG		43		0		false		page 43				false

		1107						LN		43		1		false		 1                   Please step forward and identify				false

		1108						LN		43		2		false		 2   yourself.  I have a blue sheet.				false

		1109						LN		43		3		false		 3               MS. CARGILE:				false

		1110						LN		43		4		false		 4                   Hi.  I'm Stephanie Cargile with Exxon				false

		1111						LN		43		5		false		 5   Mobile.  And, Steve, may I bring up our plant manager,				false

		1112						LN		43		6		false		 6   Angela Zeringue?				false

		1113						LN		43		7		false		 7               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1114						LN		43		8		false		 8                   Absolutely.				false

		1115						LN		43		9		false		 9               MS. CARGILE:				false

		1116						LN		43		10		false		10                   She also had a card in.				false

		1117						LN		43		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1118						LN		43		12		false		12                   Yes.				false

		1119						LN		43		13		false		13                   Welcome.  Please identify yourself.				false

		1120						LN		43		14		false		14               MS. ZERINGUE:				false

		1121						LN		43		15		false		15                   Angela Zeringue.  I am the plant manager				false

		1122						LN		43		16		false		16   of the Exxon Mobil Baton Rouge Polyolefins Plant.				false

		1123						LN		43		17		false		17                   So the project in front of us today is a				false

		1124						LN		43		18		false		18   potential expansion of our propylene facilities in the				false

		1125						LN		43		19		false		19   Gulf Coast.  So I think most of you may have read or				false

		1126						LN		43		20		false		20   heard about what Exxon Mobil is calling a "Growing the				false

		1127						LN		43		21		false		21   Gulf Initiative," so a $20-million investment of over 10				false

		1128						LN		43		22		false		22   years.  This is a part of that.				false

		1129						LN		43		23		false		23                   We're in the evaluation stages, hoping				false

		1130						LN		43		24		false		24   to make a funding decision by the end up the year, so				false

		1131						LN		43		25		false		25   today is a very important step for us in terms of the				false

		1132						PG		44		0		false		page 44				false

		1133						LN		44		1		false		 1   economic analysis of that investment.  If we're able to				false

		1134						LN		44		2		false		 2   bring the project to Baton Rouge, it would double the				false

		1135						LN		44		3		false		 3   capacity of the existing polypropylene facility in the				false

		1136						LN		44		4		false		 4   plant, essentially building a second line with				false

		1137						LN		44		5		false		 5   additional capability in terms of polypropylene				false

		1138						LN		44		6		false		 6   products, which are, in a myriad of applications, most				false

		1139						LN		44		7		false		 7   notably, for this potential new line, it would serve the				false

		1140						LN		44		8		false		 8   automotive market in a large part, which allows us to				false

		1141						LN		44		9		false		 9   have advanced products that help with fuel efficiency,				false

		1142						LN		44		10		false		10   light-weighting cars and improving safety, et cetera.				false

		1143						LN		44		11		false		11                   So we're very excited about the				false

		1144						LN		44		12		false		12   potential.  It brings 45 -- according to the				false

		1145						LN		44		13		false		13   application, or consistent with the application, I				false

		1146						LN		44		14		false		14   should say, at least 45 new permanent Exxon Mobil				false

		1147						LN		44		15		false		15   positions at the plant, but in addition to that, there's				false

		1148						LN		44		16		false		16   a minimum of 20 permanent contractor positions that				false

		1149						LN		44		17		false		17   would be needed to serve to support that new facility.				false

		1150						LN		44		18		false		18               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1151						LN		44		19		false		19                   All right.  Thank you, Ms. Zeringue.				false

		1152						LN		44		20		false		20                   Are there any questions?				false

		1153						LN		44		21		false		21                   Mr. Moller.				false

		1154						LN		44		22		false		22               MR. MOLLER:				false

		1155						LN		44		23		false		23                   I guess you kind of answered my				false

		1156						LN		44		24		false		24   question, but the application says 45 new permanent				false

		1157						LN		44		25		false		25   jobs.  The advanced notice talks about 40 estimated new				false

		1158						PG		45		0		false		page 45				false

		1159						LN		45		1		false		 1   jobs, and then in the explanation, it talks about 60 new				false

		1160						LN		45		2		false		 2   local jobs, and so the discrepancy has to do with the				false

		1161						LN		45		3		false		 3   permanent Exxon jobs versus the contractor jobs?				false

		1162						LN		45		4		false		 4               MS. ZERINGUE:				false

		1163						LN		45		5		false		 5                   Correct.  So let me clarify.  There's				false

		1164						LN		45		6		false		 6   permanent positions to run the facility once it would				false

		1165						LN		45		7		false		 7   start up, which we would hope we would have in place by				false

		1166						LN		45		8		false		 8   the middle of 2021, and that's the 65, 45 minimum Exxon				false

		1167						LN		45		9		false		 9   Mobil and 20 contract.  And then during peak				false

		1168						LN		45		10		false		10   construction, there's 600 construction jobs, which is				false

		1169						LN		45		11		false		11   also noted on that application.				false

		1170						LN		45		12		false		12               MR. MOLLER:				false

		1171						LN		45		13		false		13                   Right.				false

		1172						LN		45		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1173						LN		45		15		false		15                   Thank you, Mr. Moller.				false

		1174						LN		45		16		false		16                   Any there any other questions or				false

		1175						LN		45		17		false		17   comments from the Board members?				false

		1176						LN		45		18		false		18               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		1177						LN		45		19		false		19                   Mr. Briggs wants to speak, and then I'll				false

		1178						LN		45		20		false		20   ask to make some comments as well.				false

		1179						LN		45		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1180						LN		45		22		false		22                   Mr. Briggs.				false

		1181						LN		45		23		false		23               MR. BRIGGS:				false

		1182						LN		45		24		false		24                   Yes.  This is a project that gives and				false

		1183						LN		45		25		false		25   keeps on giving.  It's one of those that will give for				false

		1184						PG		46		0		false		page 46				false

		1185						LN		46		1		false		 1   many decades.  We're in such competition with our states				false

		1186						LN		46		2		false		 2   to the west of us and some to the east of us, and this				false

		1187						LN		46		3		false		 3   is the kind of project that gives and it does so much.				false

		1188						LN		46		4		false		 4                   Yes, it's a big job for Mr. Secretary				false

		1189						LN		46		5		false		 5   and all of your key members to have the local people				false

		1190						LN		46		6		false		 6   informed, and, you know, governments, and they all need				false

		1191						LN		46		7		false		 7   to be a part of the project.				false

		1192						LN		46		8		false		 8                   Thank you.				false

		1193						LN		46		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1194						LN		46		10		false		10                   Thank you, Mr. Briggs.				false

		1195						LN		46		11		false		11                   Mr. Secretary.				false

		1196						LN		46		12		false		12               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		1197						LN		46		13		false		13                   I just want to make some comments				false

		1198						LN		46		14		false		14   relative to the project and also some instructive				false

		1199						LN		46		15		false		15   comments just as the Board moves forward.				false

		1200						LN		46		16		false		16                   As you see, this is a request under the				false

		1201						LN		46		17		false		17   2018 rules, which means that the change has occurred, is				false

		1202						LN		46		18		false		18   now effective, that your approval of this project will				false

		1203						LN		46		19		false		19   place it with a 10-year exemption at 80 percent.  So on				false

		1204						LN		46		20		false		20   day one, this plant will begin to contribute to the				false

		1205						LN		46		21		false		21   local community through the millages collected, and that				false

		1206						LN		46		22		false		22   was a decision that I applaud because Exxon chose to				false

		1207						LN		46		23		false		23   move forward in that fashion.				false

		1208						LN		46		24		false		24                   Certainly the Governor's in support of				false

		1209						LN		46		25		false		25   this project.  We understand the magnitude of what				false

		1210						PG		47		0		false		page 47				false

		1211						LN		47		1		false		 1   Mr. Briggs points out.  Certainly we know that the				false

		1212						LN		47		2		false		 2   numbers that you talked about, Mr. Moller, you made a				false

		1213						LN		47		3		false		 3   good point, and I think it's also got some instructive				false

		1214						LN		47		4		false		 4   elements to it.  Our advanced notifications are always				false

		1215						LN		47		5		false		 5   estimates.  So when that number changed, it changed on				false

		1216						LN		47		6		false		 6   Exhibit A, which is now attached formally and is the				false

		1217						LN		47		7		false		 7   formal commitment to the community and the state, so				false

		1218						LN		47		8		false		 8   that's what now we see as the commitment that's listed				false

		1219						LN		47		9		false		 9   on your list.				false

		1220						LN		47		10		false		10                   So you are correct to point that out.				false

		1221						LN		47		11		false		11   My point is simply to say that that was one of the areas				false

		1222						LN		47		12		false		12   that we sought to improve is that if you see the				false

		1223						LN		47		13		false		13   advanced notification online, certainly it is the				false

		1224						LN		47		14		false		14   thought and the best thinking available by the company				false

		1225						LN		47		15		false		15   of a proposed project of what they will do, but when				false

		1226						LN		47		16		false		16   Exhibit A comes before you, is the full commitment and				false

		1227						LN		47		17		false		17   carries that as a performance objective going forward.				false

		1228						LN		47		18		false		18                   So thank you to our Exxon colleagues for				false

		1229						LN		47		19		false		19   the confidence to reinvest in our state.  We know that				false

		1230						LN		47		20		false		20   we are still in a competition.  This is what's called a				false

		1231						LN		47		21		false		21   front-end contract with the Board given that it gets				false

		1232						LN		47		22		false		22   local approval, and once that front-end contract is in				false

		1233						LN		47		23		false		23   place, it gives us the opportunity to represent this tax				false

		1234						LN		47		24		false		24   abatement formally to the corporation.  Without that, it				false

		1235						LN		47		25		false		25   remains as a zero in the matrix under consideration and				false

		1236						PG		48		0		false		page 48				false

		1237						LN		48		1		false		 1   allows distinct advantages to states that would also				false

		1238						LN		48		2		false		 2   like to receive this type of investment.				false

		1239						LN		48		3		false		 3                   So appreciate your opportunity just to				false

		1240						LN		48		4		false		 4   give you some overview and understanding of one of the				false

		1241						LN		48		5		false		 5   first applications to be considered by the Board under				false

		1242						LN		48		6		false		 6   the 2018 rules, which became effective on the 20th of				false

		1243						LN		48		7		false		 7   August.				false

		1244						LN		48		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1245						LN		48		9		false		 9                   Thank you, Mr. Secretary.				false

		1246						LN		48		10		false		10                   So this puts us in the position to				false

		1247						LN		48		11		false		11   secure the operation should this Board and the state and				false

		1248						LN		48		12		false		12   the locals support the project?				false

		1249						LN		48		13		false		13               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		1250						LN		48		14		false		14                   Yes.  By the terms of the rules, this				false

		1251						LN		48		15		false		15   will now be noticed to the assessor, the school board,				false

		1252						LN		48		16		false		16   the parish commission and the sheriff.  Their responses				false

		1253						LN		48		17		false		17   to that will then be noted, and a final and formal				false

		1254						LN		48		18		false		18   decision will be rendered.  And that decision is what				false

		1255						LN		48		19		false		19   Exxon will, I presume, represent to their board of				false

		1256						LN		48		20		false		20   directors.				false

		1257						LN		48		21		false		21               MS. ZERINGUE:				false

		1258						LN		48		22		false		22                   That is correct.  Our preliminary				false

		1259						LN		48		23		false		23   meetings start in October, so today is step one toward				false

		1260						LN		48		24		false		24   being able to have an answer of what we'll include in				false

		1261						LN		48		25		false		25   the economic analysis.				false

		1262						PG		49		0		false		page 49				false

		1263						LN		49		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1264						LN		49		2		false		 2                   All right.  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.				false

		1265						LN		49		3		false		 3                   Mr. Slone.				false

		1266						LN		49		4		false		 4               MR. SLONE:				false

		1267						LN		49		5		false		 5                   So, yes, I would like to thank my new				false

		1268						LN		49		6		false		 6   colleague over there, Mr. Briggs, for his comments, and				false

		1269						LN		49		7		false		 7   being a newbie, I've been there before.  It's okay,				false

		1270						LN		49		8		false		 8   brother.  We'll talk you through it.				false

		1271						LN		49		9		false		 9                   But, also, Secretary's comments.  The				false

		1272						LN		49		10		false		10   thing that is important to me is I grew up in North				false

		1273						LN		49		11		false		11   Baton Rouge, and to know that this project is in North				false

		1274						LN		49		12		false		12   Baton Rouge and some of the other things that Exxon				false

		1275						LN		49		13		false		13   Mobil is doing in North Baton Rouge as corporate				false

		1276						LN		49		14		false		14   citizens, one in particular is their resource center,				false

		1277						LN		49		15		false		15   Small Business Resource Center.  We know that if we				false

		1278						LN		49		16		false		16   drive down Scenic Highway, it's sort of desolate next to				false

		1279						LN		49		17		false		17   your facility, but to put some folks and some investment				false

		1280						LN		49		18		false		18   into the community with reference to getting small				false

		1281						LN		49		19		false		19   businesses up and running.				false

		1282						LN		49		20		false		20                   The training program that's in North				false

		1283						LN		49		21		false		21   Baton Rouge for the skilled labor that's going to be				false

		1284						LN		49		22		false		22   needed not only for your facility, but other surrounding				false

		1285						LN		49		23		false		23   facilities, is important.				false

		1286						LN		49		24		false		24                   I just want to highlight the fact that				false

		1287						LN		49		25		false		25   there's great value to what you're bringing to the table				false

		1288						PG		50		0		false		page 50				false

		1289						LN		50		1		false		 1   as well as increased investment, as the Secretary				false

		1290						LN		50		2		false		 2   mentioned.  And I kind of like your process where you're				false

		1291						LN		50		3		false		 3   putting this whole thing through several hoops, if you				false

		1292						LN		50		4		false		 4   will, and giving us an opportunity to, as the community,				false

		1293						LN		50		5		false		 5   hear from you throughout, because it's my understanding				false

		1294						LN		50		6		false		 6   that you've had some meetings over, what, probably a				false

		1295						LN		50		7		false		 7   year and a half.				false

		1296						LN		50		8		false		 8               MS. ZERINGUE:				false

		1297						LN		50		9		false		 9                   Correct.				false

		1298						LN		50		10		false		10               MR. SLONE:				false

		1299						LN		50		11		false		11                   And the heads have been nodding yes,				false

		1300						LN		50		12		false		12   this is great, but north Baton Rouge needs this, and I'm				false

		1301						LN		50		13		false		13   telling you that.  My charge to you is that there's				false

		1302						LN		50		14		false		14   going to be a need for some hand holding.  Folks are not				false

		1303						LN		50		15		false		15   used to things such as this, and we have to encourage				false

		1304						LN		50		16		false		16   and get people to the table to apply for the jobs, to go				false

		1305						LN		50		17		false		17   through the training.  So whatever you can do to add				false

		1306						LN		50		18		false		18   additional resources to ensure that we've got some case				false

		1307						LN		50		19		false		19   management, if you will, that's probably the best way I				false

		1308						LN		50		20		false		20   can present that, because North Baton Rouge needs it.				false

		1309						LN		50		21		false		21   So I applaud your efforts in this project.				false

		1310						LN		50		22		false		22               MS. CARGILE:				false

		1311						LN		50		23		false		23                   Thank you.				false

		1312						LN		50		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1313						LN		50		25		false		25                   Thank you, Mr. Slone.				false

		1314						PG		51		0		false		page 51				false

		1315						LN		51		1		false		 1                    Senator Chabert.				false

		1316						LN		51		2		false		 2               MR. CHABERT:				false

		1317						LN		51		3		false		 3                   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.				false

		1318						LN		51		4		false		 4                   You had alluded to permanent independent				false

		1319						LN		51		5		false		 5   subcontractors that are going to be involved in the				false

		1320						LN		51		6		false		 6   operations.  Can you repeat those numbers?				false

		1321						LN		51		7		false		 7               MS. ZERINGUE:				false

		1322						LN		51		8		false		 8                   Yes.  So a minimum of 20 additional				false

		1323						LN		51		9		false		 9   long-term positions, permanent positions, which will be				false

		1324						LN		51		10		false		10   contractors primarily in the packaging area of the				false

		1325						LN		51		11		false		11   facility.				false

		1326						LN		51		12		false		12               MR. CHABERT:				false

		1327						LN		51		13		false		13                   And you're estimating increase obviously				false

		1328						LN		51		14		false		14   with a plant expansion of services that may already be				false

		1329						LN		51		15		false		15   provided to the plant currently with the subs and --				false

		1330						LN		51		16		false		16               MS. ZERINGUE:				false

		1331						LN		51		17		false		17                   It's similar.  Yes, it's similar.				false

		1332						LN		51		18		false		18               MR. CHABERT:				false

		1333						LN		51		19		false		19                   Because that's, often in this Board, and				false

		1334						LN		51		20		false		20   even in the legislature, we focus on direct and indirect				false

		1335						LN		51		21		false		21   jobs, and sometimes that's sort of a big guy, little				false

		1336						LN		51		22		false		22   guy.				false

		1337						LN		51		23		false		23               MS. ZERINGUE:				false

		1338						LN		51		24		false		24                   Yeah.				false

		1339						LN		51		25		false		25               MR. CHABERT:				false

		1340						PG		52		0		false		page 52				false

		1341						LN		52		1		false		 1                   I'm 5'10", 5'9", so --				false

		1342						LN		52		2		false		 2               MS. ZERINGUE:				false

		1343						LN		52		3		false		 3                   We don't want to talk about how tall I				false

		1344						LN		52		4		false		 4   am.				false

		1345						LN		52		5		false		 5               MR. CHABERT:				false

		1346						LN		52		6		false		 6                   I like the medium-sized guy, and I say				false

		1347						LN		52		7		false		 7   all the time, you know, Exxon being one of the plants				false

		1348						LN		52		8		false		 8   along the river, one of the examples where the big guy				false

		1349						LN		52		9		false		 9   really does have a presence in the state, permanent				false

		1350						LN		52		10		false		10   presence.				false

		1351						LN		52		11		false		11                   Quite often people mistake that as				false

		1352						LN		52		12		false		12   thinking that Louisiana is an oil and gas state, when in				false

		1353						LN		52		13		false		13   reality we are a oil and gas service state, and the				false

		1354						LN		52		14		false		14   overwhelming majority of the companies in this state are				false

		1355						LN		52		15		false		15   those folks in the middle that are providing the				false

		1356						LN		52		16		false		16   services, whether it's the shipyard, constructing				false

		1357						LN		52		17		false		17   something or, we just talked about, Representative				false

		1358						LN		52		18		false		18   Carmody and I, about machine shop and how much that				false

		1359						LN		52		19		false		19   plays into the economy.  So while we may not see the ROI				false

		1360						LN		52		20		false		20   reflected directly here; all right, we're going to see				false

		1361						LN		52		21		false		21   it in those 60 and $70,000 jobs that are going to				false

		1362						LN		52		22		false		22   increase due to an investment in this size.				false

		1363						LN		52		23		false		23                   So I hope we're successful.  I do think				false

		1364						LN		52		24		false		24   this is a positive step for the state.				false

		1365						LN		52		25		false		25               MS. ZERINGUE:				false

		1366						PG		53		0		false		page 53				false

		1367						LN		53		1		false		 1                   Appreciate the support.  And that's a				false

		1368						LN		53		2		false		 2   really good point.  The 20 is obviously within the fence				false

		1369						LN		53		3		false		 3   line.  You're speaking to the indirect jobs throughout				false

		1370						LN		53		4		false		 4   the community, and a 10-to-1-type ratio is what the				false

		1371						LN		53		5		false		 5   studies show for your industry, so...				false

		1372						LN		53		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1373						LN		53		7		false		 7                   Thank you, Senator.				false

		1374						LN		53		8		false		 8                   Representative Carmody.				false

		1375						LN		53		9		false		 9               MR. CARMODY:				false

		1376						LN		53		10		false		10                   And one last question for Secretary,				false

		1377						LN		53		11		false		11   that is that the 80 percent reduction -- or, excuse me,				false

		1378						LN		53		12		false		12   the 80 percent over a 10-year period, that should place				false

		1379						LN		53		13		false		13   us hopefully in at least some sort of competitive				false

		1380						LN		53		14		false		14   advantage with our surrounding Gulf Coast states, or at				false

		1381						LN		53		15		false		15   least right there in about what they are offering, so				false

		1382						LN		53		16		false		16   that the Exxon Mobils of the world can evaluate what				false

		1383						LN		53		17		false		17   benefits they get by coming to the Pelican State versus				false

		1384						LN		53		18		false		18   going somewhere else.				false

		1385						LN		53		19		false		19               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		1386						LN		53		20		false		20                   That's correct.  And the new program was				false

		1387						LN		53		21		false		21   designed to help us get a faster response providing more				false

		1388						LN		53		22		false		22   certainty to the companies, and that can occur.  And at				false

		1389						LN		53		23		false		23   the 80 percent abatement, we are not number one, but we				false

		1390						LN		53		24		false		24   remain in a very competitive position.				false

		1391						LN		53		25		false		25               MR. CARMODY:				false

		1392						PG		54		0		false		page 54				false

		1393						LN		54		1		false		 1                   Excellent.  I just want to make sure.				false

		1394						LN		54		2		false		 2   Thank you.				false

		1395						LN		54		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1396						LN		54		4		false		 4                   Thank you, Representative.				false

		1397						LN		54		5		false		 5                   Mr. Miller.				false

		1398						LN		54		6		false		 6               MR. MILLER:				false

		1399						LN		54		7		false		 7                   Just to be very, very clear, Exxon is				false

		1400						LN		54		8		false		 8   still competing within Exxon to have this plant built in				false

		1401						LN		54		9		false		 9   Baton Rouge; correct?				false

		1402						LN		54		10		false		10               MS. ZERINGUE:				false

		1403						LN		54		11		false		11                   Correct.				false

		1404						LN		54		12		false		12               MR. MILLER:				false

		1405						LN		54		13		false		13                   And there's not just one other				false

		1406						LN		54		14		false		14   competitor inside of Exxon, there's multiple competitors				false

		1407						LN		54		15		false		15   within Exxon?				false

		1408						LN		54		16		false		16               MS. ZERINGUE:				false

		1409						LN		54		17		false		17                   That is correct, and the analysis will				false

		1410						LN		54		18		false		18   look at all factors, this being one of them, in terms of				false

		1411						LN		54		19		false		19   what is the optimal investment to grow our polypropylene				false

		1412						LN		54		20		false		20   production.				false

		1413						LN		54		21		false		21               MR. MILLER:				false

		1414						LN		54		22		false		22                   Thank you very much.				false

		1415						LN		54		23		false		23                   If it's appropriate, I would like to				false

		1416						LN		54		24		false		24   make a motion that we move this.				false

		1417						LN		54		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1418						PG		55		0		false		page 55				false

		1419						LN		55		1		false		 1                   All three of them?				false

		1420						LN		55		2		false		 2               MR. MILLER:				false

		1421						LN		55		3		false		 3                   Yes.				false

		1422						LN		55		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1423						LN		55		5		false		 5                   Yes, it is appropriate to make a motion.				false

		1424						LN		55		6		false		 6                   Is there a second?				false

		1425						LN		55		7		false		 7                   Seconded by Mr. Slone.				false

		1426						LN		55		8		false		 8                   Are there any other questions from the				false

		1427						LN		55		9		false		 9   Board?				false

		1428						LN		55		10		false		10                   I have some other cards, though.  Don't				false

		1429						LN		55		11		false		11   get lost yet.				false

		1430						LN		55		12		false		12                   Okay.  Are there any other comments or				false

		1431						LN		55		13		false		13   questions from the Board for Ms. Zeringue or Ms.				false

		1432						LN		55		14		false		14   Cargile?				false

		1433						LN		55		15		false		15               (No response.)				false

		1434						LN		55		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1435						LN		55		17		false		17                   Thank you.				false

		1436						LN		55		18		false		18               MS. ZERINGUE:				false

		1437						LN		55		19		false		19                   Thank you.				false

		1438						LN		55		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1439						LN		55		21		false		21                   And we are definitely in support of your				false

		1440						LN		55		22		false		22   project.  Louisiana is the place to do this project, and				false

		1441						LN		55		23		false		23   we hope this is a good indicator to you as well as to				false

		1442						LN		55		24		false		24   our communities that we support this project.				false

		1443						LN		55		25		false		25               MS. ZERINGUE:				false

		1444						PG		56		0		false		page 56				false

		1445						LN		56		1		false		 1                   Appreciate that support.  Thank you.				false

		1446						LN		56		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1447						LN		56		3		false		 3                   Thank you.				false

		1448						LN		56		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1449						LN		56		5		false		 5                   Next I have Mr. Rick Kearny.				false

		1450						LN		56		6		false		 6                   Please step forward and identify				false

		1451						LN		56		7		false		 7   yourself.				false

		1452						LN		56		8		false		 8               MR. KEARNY:				false

		1453						LN		56		9		false		 9                   It may take a while.				false

		1454						LN		56		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1455						LN		56		11		false		11                   You want me to put you in the cue while				false

		1456						LN		56		12		false		12   I have another person come up?				false

		1457						LN		56		13		false		13               MR. KEARNY:				false

		1458						LN		56		14		false		14                   No.				false

		1459						LN		56		15		false		15               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1460						LN		56		16		false		16                   Okay.				false

		1461						LN		56		17		false		17               MR. KEARNY:				false

		1462						LN		56		18		false		18                   Good morning.  My name is Rick Kearny,				false

		1463						LN		56		19		false		19   and I'm the 2018 Chair for the Baton Rouge Area Chamber,				false

		1464						LN		56		20		false		20   and I just wanted to come and heartily endorse the				false

		1465						LN		56		21		false		21   application for Exxon for the ITEP.				false

		1466						LN		56		22		false		22                   Exxon has been a great corporate partner				false

		1467						LN		56		23		false		23   in Baton Rouge.  It's grown along with Baton Rouge.  My				false

		1468						LN		56		24		false		24   dad worked for Exxon for 40 years, so I'm well aware of				false

		1469						LN		56		25		false		25   the economic impact it has with direct jobs.  And then				false

		1470						PG		57		0		false		page 57				false

		1471						LN		57		1		false		 1   if you look at, as they pointed out, auxiliary companies				false

		1472						LN		57		2		false		 2   who service Exxon, we've got some very large,				false

		1473						LN		57		3		false		 3   high-employed companies that owe at least a part of				false

		1474						LN		57		4		false		 4   their success to Exxon.  So, you know, I certainly				false

		1475						LN		57		5		false		 5   endorse it from that aspect.				false

		1476						LN		57		6		false		 6                   I'm also on several charitable boards,				false

		1477						LN		57		7		false		 7   the Salvation Army, I've been on the Food Bank Board,				false

		1478						LN		57		8		false		 8   and I've seen the impact also that Exxon has on that.				false

		1479						LN		57		9		false		 9   So I certainly want to encourage the approval of it.  I				false

		1480						LN		57		10		false		10   think it's important to upgrade facilities and add				false

		1481						LN		57		11		false		11   facilities to stay efficient.  So I appreciate your, you				false

		1482						LN		57		12		false		12   know, your positive vote.  Thank you.				false

		1483						LN		57		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1484						LN		57		14		false		14                   Thank you, Mr. Kearny.				false

		1485						LN		57		15		false		15                   Are there any questions for Mr. Kearny				false

		1486						LN		57		16		false		16   from the Board members?				false

		1487						LN		57		17		false		17               (No response.)				false

		1488						LN		57		18		false		18               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1489						LN		57		19		false		19                   All right.  Thank you, sir.				false

		1490						LN		57		20		false		20                   Next we have Ms. Joyce James.				false

		1491						LN		57		21		false		21                   Please come forward and identify				false

		1492						LN		57		22		false		22   yourself.				false

		1493						LN		57		23		false		23                   Mr. Saizan just joined us.				false

		1494						LN		57		24		false		24               MS. JAMES:				false

		1495						LN		57		25		false		25                   Good morning.  How is everyone?				false

		1496						PG		58		0		false		page 58				false

		1497						LN		58		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1498						LN		58		2		false		 2                   Good morning.  Doing well.				false

		1499						LN		58		3		false		 3               MS. JAMES:				false

		1500						LN		58		4		false		 4                   My name is Joyce James, and I serve as				false

		1501						LN		58		5		false		 5   the Director of Good Work Network, SBA Women's Business				false

		1502						LN		58		6		false		 6   Center.  We're located in New Orleans and in Baton				false

		1503						LN		58		7		false		 7   Rouge.  And to be accurate, I'd like to kind of read				false

		1504						LN		58		8		false		 8   from my statement this morning because I'm going to give				false

		1505						LN		58		9		false		 9   you some numbers and I want to be accurate.  Okay?				false

		1506						LN		58		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1507						LN		58		11		false		11                   All right.				false

		1508						LN		58		12		false		12               MS. JANES:				false

		1509						LN		58		13		false		13                   Okay.  So we were founded in 2001 to				false

		1510						LN		58		14		false		14   serve as catalysts for the minority and women-owned				false

		1511						LN		58		15		false		15   businesses, and that success -- through that success, we				false

		1512						LN		58		16		false		16   target our work through coaching, technical assistance				false

		1513						LN		58		17		false		17   and training, and our client base is 86 percent minority				false

		1514						LN		58		18		false		18   and 67 percent female.  We've helped to launch and				false

		1515						LN		58		19		false		19   strengthen more than 2,000 women, minority-owned				false

		1516						LN		58		20		false		20   businesses, thus creating and sustaining more than 5,000				false

		1517						LN		58		21		false		21   jobs.				false

		1518						LN		58		22		false		22                   In 2010, we launched Connect Works.				false

		1519						LN		58		23		false		23   Connect Works was launched to assist qualified minority				false

		1520						LN		58		24		false		24   and women-owned businesses in securing contract				false

		1521						LN		58		25		false		25   opportunities, and since participating in our Connect				false

		1522						PG		59		0		false		page 59				false

		1523						LN		59		1		false		 1   Works Program, the small businesses have reported over				false

		1524						LN		59		2		false		 2   200 contracts awarded totalling over 60-million in				false

		1525						LN		59		3		false		 3   value.				false

		1526						LN		59		4		false		 4                   We know how important this kind of				false

		1527						LN		59		5		false		 5   economic development project is to small businesses we				false

		1528						LN		59		6		false		 6   work with.  Many of the contractors, vendors and service				false

		1529						LN		59		7		false		 7   suppliers in our community depend on manufacturing				false

		1530						LN		59		8		false		 8   industry, which drives so much of our local economy.				false

		1531						LN		59		9		false		 9                   I ask that you support this project and				false

		1532						LN		59		10		false		10   those like it to improve the economic opportunities for				false

		1533						LN		59		11		false		11   the small businesses we serve.  So I thank you for				false

		1534						LN		59		12		false		12   supporting Exxon in this application.				false

		1535						LN		59		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1536						LN		59		14		false		14                   Thank you, Ms. James.				false

		1537						LN		59		15		false		15                   Does any of the Board members have any				false

		1538						LN		59		16		false		16   questions for Ms. James?				false

		1539						LN		59		17		false		17               (No response.)				false

		1540						LN		59		18		false		18               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1541						LN		59		19		false		19                   Thank you for your comments.				false

		1542						LN		59		20		false		20               MS. JAMES:				false

		1543						LN		59		21		false		21                   All right.  Thank you.				false

		1544						LN		59		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1545						LN		59		23		false		23                   Next we have Mr. John Overton.				false

		1546						LN		59		24		false		24               MR. OVERTON:				false

		1547						LN		59		25		false		25                   Good morning.  I'm John Overton.  I want				false

		1548						PG		60		0		false		page 60				false

		1549						LN		60		1		false		 1   to voice support for this project from -- I'm a small				false

		1550						LN		60		2		false		 2   business owner, and Exxon is not a client, but many of				false

		1551						LN		60		3		false		 3   my clients are small businesses that serve companies				false

		1552						LN		60		4		false		 4   like Exxon or serve companies that have Exxon as their				false

		1553						LN		60		5		false		 5   client.				false

		1554						LN		60		6		false		 6                   The other indirect benefits are family				false

		1555						LN		60		7		false		 7   members of people who work at Exxon that Exxon brings				false

		1556						LN		60		8		false		 8   into our community, children of people who, like Rick				false

		1557						LN		60		9		false		 9   Kearny, a child of an Exxon employee for 40 years,				false

		1558						LN		60		10		false		10   spouses.  These are all great assets to our company, and				false

		1559						LN		60		11		false		11   when we -- and to our community.  When we bring in that				false

		1560						LN		60		12		false		12   type of investment, it brings in a whole lot -- the				false

		1561						LN		60		13		false		13   "drag" is what we call it.  It's awesome dragging.  It's				false

		1562						LN		60		14		false		14   the type of thing that, sure, I'd love to have Exxon as				false

		1563						LN		60		15		false		15   a client, but I would -- the great fit for me are				false

		1564						LN		60		16		false		16   companies that are stable and strong that serve				false

		1565						LN		60		17		false		17   companies like Exxon and bring with them family members				false

		1566						LN		60		18		false		18   that also invest in our community.				false

		1567						LN		60		19		false		19                   So just short and sweet, support from				false

		1568						LN		60		20		false		20   the small business community, and we're grateful that				false

		1569						LN		60		21		false		21   they're looking at us.				false

		1570						LN		60		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1571						LN		60		23		false		23                   Thank you.				false

		1572						LN		60		24		false		24                   Are there any questions from the Board				false

		1573						LN		60		25		false		25   members for Mr. Overton?				false

		1574						PG		61		0		false		page 61				false

		1575						LN		61		1		false		 1               (No response.)				false

		1576						LN		61		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1577						LN		61		3		false		 3                   Thank you, sir.				false

		1578						LN		61		4		false		 4                   Last blue card that I have, it's from				false

		1579						LN		61		5		false		 5   Adam Knapp.				false

		1580						LN		61		6		false		 6                   Please step forward and identify				false

		1581						LN		61		7		false		 7   yourself.				false

		1582						LN		61		8		false		 8               MR. KNAPP:				false

		1583						LN		61		9		false		 9                   Thank you, Mr. Windham.  Adam Knapp.				false

		1584						LN		61		10		false		10   I'm the President and CEO of the Baton Rouge Area				false

		1585						LN		61		11		false		11   Chamber.  It's a pleasure to be here today.				false

		1586						LN		61		12		false		12                   As you've heard from a lot of folks,				false

		1587						LN		61		13		false		13   this is an important project for our region.  BRAC is				false

		1588						LN		61		14		false		14   the regional economic development organization for the				false

		1589						LN		61		15		false		15   nine parish area, and also we work under contract with				false

		1590						LN		61		16		false		16   East Baton Rouge on economic development work.				false

		1591						LN		61		17		false		17                   I convey to you the Mayor President's				false

		1592						LN		61		18		false		18   support for this project.  She has sent her				false

		1593						LN		61		19		false		19   communication to the company that she is also in support				false

		1594						LN		61		20		false		20   of the project, joining Governor Edwards for his support				false

		1595						LN		61		21		false		21   of the project.				false

		1596						LN		61		22		false		22                   A few points that haven't been brought				false

		1597						LN		61		23		false		23   about.  I think it's important to note that Exxon came				false

		1598						LN		61		24		false		24   to Baton Rouge 110 years ago, almost 110 years ago, and				false

		1599						LN		61		25		false		25   really helped define the economy of the State of				false

		1600						PG		62		0		false		page 62				false

		1601						LN		62		1		false		 1   Louisiana and the capital region of the State of				false

		1602						LN		62		2		false		 2   Louisiana, and you can look across the ecosystem, that				false

		1603						LN		62		3		false		 3   the supply chain around Exxon, and see what 110 years of				false

		1604						LN		62		4		false		 4   having an incredible driver like Exxon in our economy				false

		1605						LN		62		5		false		 5   has done and the ripple effects of the companies that it				false

		1606						LN		62		6		false		 6   has created that have been around for just about as long				false

		1607						LN		62		7		false		 7   as Exxon has creating jobs and creating economies of				false

		1608						LN		62		8		false		 8   their businesses in other states as they have grown from				false

		1609						LN		62		9		false		 9   the bases of that company.				false

		1610						LN		62		10		false		10                   This represents probably the largest				false

		1611						LN		62		11		false		11   investment that Exxon has made in Louisiana and in Baton				false

		1612						LN		62		12		false		12   Rouge in well over a decade, possibly well longer than				false

		1613						LN		62		13		false		13   that.  These are hard projects to go after and secure.				false

		1614						LN		62		14		false		14   We know that, having seen this for many years, how				false

		1615						LN		62		15		false		15   difficult it is to have major corporations that have				false

		1616						LN		62		16		false		16   been here for many years continue to make major				false

		1617						LN		62		17		false		17   investments in your community.				false

		1618						LN		62		18		false		18                   In many ways, it's also a poster child,				false

		1619						LN		62		19		false		19   I think, for the new ITEP rules to show that this is a				false

		1620						LN		62		20		false		20   project we want to compete for and win.  It creates new				false

		1621						LN		62		21		false		21   jobs in our community, creates spin-off effects, "drag,"				false

		1622						LN		62		22		false		22   as Mr. Overton described it, and those are things we				false

		1623						LN		62		23		false		23   want to continue to be competitive for.				false

		1624						LN		62		24		false		24                   As you heard from Ms. Zeringue, we see				false

		1625						LN		62		25		false		25   many opportunities for future investments in a company				false

		1626						PG		63		0		false		page 63				false

		1627						LN		63		1		false		 1   that seeks to make great investments across the Gulf				false

		1628						LN		63		2		false		 2   Coast of the United States because of the great climate				false

		1629						LN		63		3		false		 3   that we have for energy in America right now, and we				false

		1630						LN		63		4		false		 4   don't want to put ourselves at a disadvantage to loose				false

		1631						LN		63		5		false		 5   out that the Capital Region or Louisiana can compete for				false

		1632						LN		63		6		false		 6   these kinds of projects.				false

		1633						LN		63		7		false		 7                   And I'll just echo what you've already				false

		1634						LN		63		8		false		 8   heard.  Exxon has continued to be a great corporate				false

		1635						LN		63		9		false		 9   citizen across non-profits, across communities in which				false

		1636						LN		63		10		false		10   they operate, investments in training, investments in				false

		1637						LN		63		11		false		11   our citizens to get them access to the jobs and the				false

		1638						LN		63		12		false		12   careers that this will be creating.				false

		1639						LN		63		13		false		13                   Thank you for your consideration.				false

		1640						LN		63		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1641						LN		63		15		false		15                   Are there any questions for Mr. Knapp?				false

		1642						LN		63		16		false		16               (No response.)				false

		1643						LN		63		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1644						LN		63		18		false		18                   Thank you, Mr. Knapp.				false

		1645						LN		63		19		false		19                   Are there any other comments from the				false

		1646						LN		63		20		false		20   attendees of the public?				false

		1647						LN		63		21		false		21                   I have one comment.				false

		1648						LN		63		22		false		22                   Please step forward and identify				false

		1649						LN		63		23		false		23   yourself.				false

		1650						LN		63		24		false		24               MR. JACOBS:				false

		1651						LN		63		25		false		25                   Good morning.  My name is Rinaldi				false

		1652						PG		64		0		false		page 64				false

		1653						LN		64		1		false		 1   Jacobs.  I'm the Executive Director of the Baton Rouge				false

		1654						LN		64		2		false		 2   North Economic Development District.				false

		1655						LN		64		3		false		 3                   We have a direct impact and input with				false

		1656						LN		64		4		false		 4   Exxon Mobil and its effects on North Baton Rouge.  As				false

		1657						LN		64		5		false		 5   we're going through a new renaissance in North Baton				false

		1658						LN		64		6		false		 6   Rouge, in not just industrial development, but job				false

		1659						LN		64		7		false		 7   training, focus, getting people to come back to North				false

		1660						LN		64		8		false		 8   Baton Rouge, as Mr. Slone has always alluded to.  We				false

		1661						LN		64		9		false		 9   want to make sure that this body understands the				false

		1662						LN		64		10		false		10   importance of not just of Exxon and the simple job				false

		1663						LN		64		11		false		11   creation, but the multiplier effect of jobs that it				false

		1664						LN		64		12		false		12   provides in North Baton Rouge.  But not only that, Exxon				false

		1665						LN		64		13		false		13   has committed a sin in this community.  I always tease				false

		1666						LN		64		14		false		14   them that their sin is they don't talk enough about all				false

		1667						LN		64		15		false		15   of the good things that they do in the community.  Our				false

		1668						LN		64		16		false		16   organization, Baton Rouge North Economic Development				false

		1669						LN		64		17		false		17   District, has benefitted directly with our relationship				false

		1670						LN		64		18		false		18   with Exxon, and it helps small business owners as well.				false

		1671						LN		64		19		false		19                   These small business owners in North				false

		1672						LN		64		20		false		20   Baton Rouge, while they may not always directly have				false

		1673						LN		64		21		false		21   business with Exxon, they certainly benefit from the				false

		1674						LN		64		22		false		22   multiplier effect.  The only way that we're going to				false

		1675						LN		64		23		false		23   cure the poverty of North Baton Rouge is with employment				false

		1676						LN		64		24		false		24   and investment.  Period.  Point blank.  Simple.  So				false

		1677						LN		64		25		false		25   let's not make this situation very complicated.  Many of				false

		1678						PG		65		0		false		page 65				false

		1679						LN		65		1		false		 1   us live, work, worship, send our kids to public schools,				false

		1680						LN		65		2		false		 2   as I did, in North Baton Rouge, and I hope that my sons				false

		1681						LN		65		3		false		 3   will send their children to school, as we are doing, in				false

		1682						LN		65		4		false		 4   North Baton Rouge.				false

		1683						LN		65		5		false		 5                   So Exxon has been a part of the STEM				false

		1684						LN		65		6		false		 6   Program and many, many, many things, and we just hope to				false

		1685						LN		65		7		false		 7   reform them to make them tell more about what they're				false

		1686						LN		65		8		false		 8   doing in the community.  The great American comedian				false

		1687						LN		65		9		false		 9   Will Rogers said, "It ain't bragging if you can do it."				false

		1688						LN		65		10		false		10   Exxon is doing it, so we're here to brag on their				false

		1689						LN		65		11		false		11   involvement in North Baton Rouge.				false

		1690						LN		65		12		false		12                   Thank you very much.				false

		1691						LN		65		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1692						LN		65		14		false		14                   Are there any questions for Mr. Jacobs?				false

		1693						LN		65		15		false		15               (No response.)				false

		1694						LN		65		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1695						LN		65		17		false		17                   Thank you.				false

		1696						LN		65		18		false		18                   All right.  Are there any other comments				false

		1697						LN		65		19		false		19   from the public?				false

		1698						LN		65		20		false		20               (No response.)				false

		1699						LN		65		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1700						LN		65		22		false		22                   Any other questions or comments from the				false

		1701						LN		65		23		false		23   Board members?				false

		1702						LN		65		24		false		24               MR. JONES:				false

		1703						LN		65		25		false		25                   Mr. Chairman, before we vote, is there				false

		1704						PG		66		0		false		page 66				false

		1705						LN		66		1		false		 1   somebody here from St. James Solar, please?				false

		1706						LN		66		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1707						LN		66		3		false		 3                   Please step forward and identify				false

		1708						LN		66		4		false		 4   yourself.				false

		1709						LN		66		5		false		 5                   Identify yourself.				false

		1710						LN		66		6		false		 6               MR. GROBERG:				false

		1711						LN		66		7		false		 7                   I'm David Groberg with Sunchase Power,				false

		1712						LN		66		8		false		 8   owners of St. James Solar.				false

		1713						LN		66		9		false		 9               MR. FERGUSON:				false

		1714						LN		66		10		false		10                   Will Ferguson with Sunchase Power.				false

		1715						LN		66		11		false		11               MR. LEONARD:				false

		1716						LN		66		12		false		12                   Jimmy Leonard with Advantous Consulting.				false

		1717						LN		66		13		false		13               MR. JONES:				false

		1718						LN		66		14		false		14                   In deference to Senator Chabert's				false

		1719						LN		66		15		false		15   comments about being the middle guy, it's tough being				false

		1720						LN		66		16		false		16   the $30-million project when you've got Exxon on the				false

		1721						LN		66		17		false		17   agenda, and I just wanted to say that there are				false

		1722						LN		66		18		false		18   communities in this state that if someone came and				false

		1723						LN		66		19		false		19   announced a $30-million project, they name streets after				false

		1724						LN		66		20		false		20   you.  So I didn't want you to feel as though you were				false

		1725						LN		66		21		false		21   being ignored, which we thank you.  We appreciate your				false

		1726						LN		66		22		false		22   investment in St. James Parish as well.				false

		1727						LN		66		23		false		23               MR. FERGUSON:				false

		1728						LN		66		24		false		24                   Thank you very much.  We appreciate your				false

		1729						LN		66		25		false		25   support.				false

		1730						PG		67		0		false		page 67				false

		1731						LN		67		1		false		 1               MR. GROBERG:				false

		1732						LN		67		2		false		 2                   Thank you very much.  We definitely				false

		1733						LN		67		3		false		 3   appreciate it.				false

		1734						LN		67		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1735						LN		67		5		false		 5                   Any other comments?				false

		1736						LN		67		6		false		 6               MR. JONES:				false

		1737						LN		67		7		false		 7                   Scared you, didn't it?				false

		1738						LN		67		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1739						LN		67		9		false		 9                   Mr. Jones, I was going to point that out				false

		1740						LN		67		10		false		10   that we're not just -- this is not just an Exxon show.				false

		1741						LN		67		11		false		11                   All right.  So we do have a motion on				false

		1742						LN		67		12		false		12   the floor with a proper second for the approval of three				false

		1743						LN		67		13		false		13   Industrial Tax Exemptions under the 2018 rules.				false

		1744						LN		67		14		false		14                   Any other comments from the Board				false

		1745						LN		67		15		false		15   members?				false

		1746						LN		67		16		false		16               (No response.)				false

		1747						LN		67		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1748						LN		67		18		false		18                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		1749						LN		67		19		false		19               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		1750						LN		67		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1751						LN		67		21		false		21                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		1752						LN		67		22		false		22               (No response.)				false

		1753						LN		67		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1754						LN		67		24		false		24                   Motion carries.				false

		1755						LN		67		25		false		25                   Ms. Zeringue, go back and tell corporate				false

		1756						PG		68		0		false		page 68				false

		1757						LN		68		1		false		 1   that we want this project.  This Board is in full				false

		1758						LN		68		2		false		 2   support of it, and if you need the body to do anything				false

		1759						LN		68		3		false		 3   as you work your way through the process, if you'll let				false

		1760						LN		68		4		false		 4   me know, I will get all of these individuals on your				false

		1761						LN		68		5		false		 5   side.				false

		1762						LN		68		6		false		 6                   All right.  Mr. Secretary, you got a				false

		1763						LN		68		7		false		 7   question or comment?				false

		1764						LN		68		8		false		 8               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		1765						LN		68		9		false		 9                   No.				false

		1766						LN		68		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1767						LN		68		11		false		11                   Please proceed, Mr. Usie.				false

		1768						LN		68		12		false		12               MR. USIE:				false

		1769						LN		68		13		false		13                   Next we have 43 renewals, one which				false

		1770						LN		68		14		false		14   requested withdrawal is 20140 --				false

		1771						LN		68		15		false		15               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1772						LN		68		16		false		16                   Let me ask this:  First all of, these				false

		1773						LN		68		17		false		17   renewals were timely filed?				false

		1774						LN		68		18		false		18               MR. USIE:				false

		1775						LN		68		19		false		19                   Timely-filed renewals.				false

		1776						LN		68		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1777						LN		68		21		false		21                   They're all in compliance with				false

		1778						LN		68		22		false		22   everything that they're supposed to be, they're strictly				false

		1779						LN		68		23		false		23   renewals.  I believe someone may have had a question				false

		1780						LN		68		24		false		24   about the renewal process that was with us today in				false

		1781						LN		68		25		false		25   the -- from the public.				false

		1782						PG		69		0		false		page 69				false

		1783						LN		69		1		false		 1               (No response.)				false

		1784						LN		69		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1785						LN		69		3		false		 3                   No?  So I would be willing to entertain				false

		1786						LN		69		4		false		 4   a -- oh, we have one that's withdrawn?				false

		1787						LN		69		5		false		 5               MR. USIE:				false

		1788						LN		69		6		false		 6                   I have one that needs to be withdrawn.				false

		1789						LN		69		7		false		 7               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1790						LN		69		8		false		 8                   Oh, I'm sorry.				false

		1791						LN		69		9		false		 9               MR. USIE:				false

		1792						LN		69		10		false		10                   It's the 20140505, Bradken, Inc. in				false

		1793						LN		69		11		false		11   Tangipahoa.				false

		1794						LN		69		12		false		12               MR. CARMODY:				false

		1795						LN		69		13		false		13                   So moved to withdraw.				false

		1796						LN		69		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1797						LN		69		15		false		15                   All right.  Motion has been made for				false

		1798						LN		69		16		false		16   deferral or to withdraw -- withdrawn.  So it doesn't				false

		1799						LN		69		17		false		17   need a motion.				false

		1800						LN		69		18		false		18                   With that one, y'all, is there a motion				false

		1801						LN		69		19		false		19   to approve these in globo?				false

		1802						LN		69		20		false		20                   Made by Dr. Wilson; seconded by Mr.				false

		1803						LN		69		21		false		21   Slone.				false

		1804						LN		69		22		false		22                   Any comments or questions from the Board				false

		1805						LN		69		23		false		23   concerning the in globo approval of these renewals?				false

		1806						LN		69		24		false		24               (No response.)				false

		1807						LN		69		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1808						PG		70		0		false		page 70				false

		1809						LN		70		1		false		 1                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		1810						LN		70		2		false		 2               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		1811						LN		70		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1812						LN		70		4		false		 4                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		1813						LN		70		5		false		 5               (No response.)				false

		1814						LN		70		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1815						LN		70		7		false		 7                   Motion carries.				false

		1816						LN		70		8		false		 8               MR. CARMODY:				false

		1817						LN		70		9		false		 9                   Mr. Chairman, I think this might be the				false

		1818						LN		70		10		false		10   appropriate time that I could ask the Secretary to help				false

		1819						LN		70		11		false		11   me.				false

		1820						LN		70		12		false		12                   Members, I think, for those of you that				false

		1821						LN		70		13		false		13   came on the Board with the new administration, each of				false

		1822						LN		70		14		false		14   us received a report that showed the total value of the				false

		1823						LN		70		15		false		15   tax exemptions that the State of Louisiana had given				false

		1824						LN		70		16		false		16   broken out by the 64 parishes.  And what I had asked the				false

		1825						LN		70		17		false		17   Secretary to hopefully discuss right now would be access				false

		1826						LN		70		18		false		18   to that information so that each of us that live in our				false

		1827						LN		70		19		false		19   individual parishes, mine Caddo, that I could pull the				false

		1828						LN		70		20		false		20   information up and hopefully for 2017, I would think				false

		1829						LN		70		21		false		21   would be the last year, to be able to access that				false

		1830						LN		70		22		false		22   information and see what my governmental entities have				false

		1831						LN		70		23		false		23   given away in exemptions total against the parish.				false

		1832						LN		70		24		false		24               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		1833						LN		70		25		false		25                   Invested in the --				false

		1834						PG		71		0		false		page 71				false

		1835						LN		71		1		false		 1               MR. CARMODY:				false

		1836						LN		71		2		false		 2                   I'm sorry.  Invested.  That's a better				false

		1837						LN		71		3		false		 3   way to put it.				false

		1838						LN		71		4		false		 4               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		1839						LN		71		5		false		 5                   I thank you for that opportunity.				false

		1840						LN		71		6		false		 6                   Clearly we have additional education				false

		1841						LN		71		7		false		 7   support to conduct, and I'm very pleased and proud of				false

		1842						LN		71		8		false		 8   where we are as a agency, Louisiana Economic				false

		1843						LN		71		9		false		 9   Development, in that lane of transparency.  For a number				false

		1844						LN		71		10		false		10   of years now, and I appreciate that it's more maybe				false

		1845						LN		71		11		false		11   widely known in the economic development community,				false

		1846						LN		71		12		false		12   where practitioners were out there across our state, our				false

		1847						LN		71		13		false		13   regional organizations, and, also, as you see,				false

		1848						LN		71		14		false		14   representing some of the companies that outsource their				false

		1849						LN		71		15		false		15   documentation to various consulting firms.  They do a				false

		1850						LN		71		16		false		16   great job and act as facilitators to move a high volume				false

		1851						LN		71		17		false		17   of paperwork through the system that comes to you after				false

		1852						LN		71		18		false		18   it's been formally vetted and all of the legal elements				false

		1853						LN		71		19		false		19   are present, and we're proud of the quality that we				false

		1854						LN		71		20		false		20   produce and bring here.				false

		1855						LN		71		21		false		21                   To see these documents, for many years,				false

		1856						LN		71		22		false		22   we have a segment of the Louisiana website where you				false

		1857						LN		71		23		false		23   click on the "Incentives" tab and go to "Fastlane."				false

		1858						LN		71		24		false		24   Now, when you first see this screen, it may intimidate				false

		1859						LN		71		25		false		25   you because it asks you to sign in.  You only really				false

		1860						PG		72		0		false		page 72				false

		1861						LN		72		1		false		 1   have to sign in for certain kinds of information.  You				false

		1862						LN		72		2		false		 2   just click on that screen, and you will next see a				false

		1863						LN		72		3		false		 3   search window and you can search in any parish with the				false

		1864						LN		72		4		false		 4   various programs.  And as practitioners, this is				false

		1865						LN		72		5		false		 5   something that we do commonly.  I may be invited to a				false

		1866						LN		72		6		false		 6   speaking engagement in Northeast Louisiana, so I'll go				false

		1867						LN		72		7		false		 7   to Ouachita and click "Advanced Notifications" or				false

		1868						LN		72		8		false		 8   "Contracts," and they will come up.  And they're very				false

		1869						LN		72		9		false		 9   readily visible, and there's great ways to do that.				false

		1870						LN		72		10		false		10                   In a continuing effort to take the				false

		1871						LN		72		11		false		11   department towards paperless status, which will also				false

		1872						LN		72		12		false		12   allow for faster approvals as things move from Louisiana				false

		1873						LN		72		13		false		13   Economic Development perhaps over to the Division of				false

		1874						LN		72		14		false		14   Administration and go through certain acknowledgements				false

		1875						LN		72		15		false		15   that we have to have in the state, we have invested to				false

		1876						LN		72		16		false		16   bring around a Fastlane 2.0.  We call it "NextGen," Next				false

		1877						LN		72		17		false		17   Generation, internally.  We have had some comments from				false

		1878						LN		72		18		false		18   our practitioner audience.  Certainly there's a small				false

		1879						LN		72		19		false		19   learning curve that's associated with any changeups, and				false

		1880						LN		72		20		false		20   we're doing a soft opening in that we wanted this				false

		1881						LN		72		21		false		21   interaction with the folks that typically use Fastlane				false

		1882						LN		72		22		false		22   now so that if there were any bugs, we could discover				false

		1883						LN		72		23		false		23   those and correct those before we do a major				false

		1884						LN		72		24		false		24   announcement about our rollout.  But it is ready and				false

		1885						LN		72		25		false		25   available, and I look forward to the opportunity.				false

		1886						PG		73		0		false		page 73				false

		1887						LN		73		1		false		 1                   I've instructed our Business and				false

		1888						LN		73		2		false		 2   Incentive staff to get ready to move around the state to				false

		1889						LN		73		3		false		 3   our eight regions and conduct educational seminars that				false

		1890						LN		73		4		false		 4   demonstrate these fantastic features that are part of				false

		1891						LN		73		5		false		 5   this upgraded software program.  And certainly we'll, I				false

		1892						LN		73		6		false		 6   think as you've pointed out, it's very important that				false

		1893						LN		73		7		false		 7   our elected officials also know or their staff know how				false

		1894						LN		73		8		false		 8   to access this kind of information.				false

		1895						LN		73		9		false		 9                   Very powerful tool.  Very appropriate to				false

		1896						LN		73		10		false		10   have the public transparency around these projects.				false

		1897						LN		73		11		false		11   We're proud of these projects.  They are doing what we				false

		1898						LN		73		12		false		12   look for them to do, and that is to build a vibrant				false

		1899						LN		73		13		false		13   economy in our state.  So we look forward to working				false

		1900						LN		73		14		false		14   with you.  Certainly we can do one-on-one.  I want to				false

		1901						LN		73		15		false		15   make this opportunity available to the Board members				false

		1902						LN		73		16		false		16   here as well.  You govern these contracts and				false

		1903						LN		73		17		false		17   engagements, so very important that if you have any				false

		1904						LN		73		18		false		18   questions, you could immediately go to this location and				false

		1905						LN		73		19		false		19   get answers.				false

		1906						LN		73		20		false		20                   That doesn't take it off the table that				false

		1907						LN		73		21		false		21   the staff will also be responsive to you and your				false

		1908						LN		73		22		false		22   inquiries.  We'll generate the requested documents any				false

		1909						LN		73		23		false		23   time, but just knowing that for you or members of the				false

		1910						LN		73		24		false		24   public that have an interest in looking at this				false

		1911						LN		73		25		false		25   information, it's all very readily available and				false

		1912						PG		74		0		false		page 74				false

		1913						LN		74		1		false		 1   transparent.				false

		1914						LN		74		2		false		 2               MR. CARMODY:				false

		1915						LN		74		3		false		 3                   Thank you.  My point to the Secretary				false

		1916						LN		74		4		false		 4   was that education certainly is power, and now that				false

		1917						LN		74		5		false		 5   we're empowering the local officials to be able to				false

		1918						LN		74		6		false		 6   discern if they want to proceed this way, the more they				false

		1919						LN		74		7		false		 7   understand all of the different facets of the equation				false

		1920						LN		74		8		false		 8   of getting the work done.				false

		1921						LN		74		9		false		 9                   Thank you, sir.				false

		1922						LN		74		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1923						LN		74		11		false		11                   Mr. Secretary, correct me if I'm wrong,				false

		1924						LN		74		12		false		12   I believe the staff will be doing webinars in the				false

		1925						LN		74		13		false		13   future?  You know, if I'm jumping ahead --				false

		1926						LN		74		14		false		14               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		1927						LN		74		15		false		15                   No, you're correct.  We're going to				false

		1928						LN		74		16		false		16   design a layered approach where if you missed a seminar				false

		1929						LN		74		17		false		17   that we conduct in your region, there's still one way				false

		1930						LN		74		18		false		18   that you can get the training.  That will be through a				false

		1931						LN		74		19		false		19   webinar.				false

		1932						LN		74		20		false		20                   Already posted with us are a set of				false

		1933						LN		74		21		false		21   instructions designed to be very simple and very				false

		1934						LN		74		22		false		22   helpful.  So we're doing our very best to not hide this				false

		1935						LN		74		23		false		23   information, but to make it readily available,				false

		1936						LN		74		24		false		24   user-friendly and comprehensive.				false

		1937						LN		74		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1938						PG		75		0		false		page 75				false

		1939						LN		75		1		false		 1                   I assume those webinars will be				false

		1940						LN		75		2		false		 2   available for everyone, including the public, everyone?				false

		1941						LN		75		3		false		 3               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		1942						LN		75		4		false		 4                   Exactly.  And we'll be announcing that				false

		1943						LN		75		5		false		 5   in the near future.				false

		1944						LN		75		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1945						LN		75		7		false		 7                   All right.  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.				false

		1946						LN		75		8		false		 8                   All right.  With that divergence, we now				false

		1947						LN		75		9		false		 9   have renewals.				false

		1948						LN		75		10		false		10               MR. USIE:				false

		1949						LN		75		11		false		11                   Late renewals.				false

		1950						LN		75		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1951						LN		75		13		false		13                   Late renewals.  I'm sorry.				false

		1952						LN		75		14		false		14               MR. USIE:				false

		1953						LN		75		15		false		15                   We have 12 late renewals, one which				false

		1954						LN		75		16		false		16   requested to be deferred, 20120511, Weatherford U.S.,				false

		1955						LN		75		17		false		17   LP, Lafayette Parish.				false

		1956						LN		75		18		false		18               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1957						LN		75		19		false		19                   Is there a motion for the deferral?				false

		1958						LN		75		20		false		20                   So motioned by Secretary Shawn Wilson;				false

		1959						LN		75		21		false		21   seconded by Mr. Slone.				false

		1960						LN		75		22		false		22                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		1961						LN		75		23		false		23               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		1962						LN		75		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1963						LN		75		25		false		25                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		1964						PG		76		0		false		page 76				false

		1965						LN		76		1		false		 1               (No response.)				false

		1966						LN		76		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1967						LN		76		3		false		 3                   Deferral is approved.				false

		1968						LN		76		4		false		 4               MR. USIE:				false

		1969						LN		76		5		false		 5                   20130167, Boise Packaging & Newsprint,				false

		1970						LN		76		6		false		 6   LLC, Beauregard Parish, initial contract expiration,				false

		1971						LN		76		7		false		 7   December 31st, 2017, renewal request date August 2nd,				false

		1972						LN		76		8		false		 8   2018; 20130640, Boise Packaging & Newsprint, LLC,				false

		1973						LN		76		9		false		 9   Beauregard Parish, initial contract expirations				false

		1974						LN		76		10		false		10   12/31/17, renewal request August 2nd, 2018; 20130641,				false

		1975						LN		76		11		false		11   Boise Packaging & Newsprint, LLC, Beauregard Parish,				false

		1976						LN		76		12		false		12   contract initial expiration date 12/31/2017, renewal				false

		1977						LN		76		13		false		13   request date August 2nd, 2018; 20130642, Boise Packaging				false

		1978						LN		76		14		false		14   & Newsprint, LLC, Beauregard Parish, initial contract				false

		1979						LN		76		15		false		15   expiration 12/31/2017, renewal request date August 2nd,				false

		1980						LN		76		16		false		16   2018.				false

		1981						LN		76		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1982						LN		76		18		false		18                   Is there a representative from Boise				false

		1983						LN		76		19		false		19   Packaging & Newsprint with us today?				false

		1984						LN		76		20		false		20               (No response.)				false

		1985						LN		76		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1986						LN		76		22		false		22                   I repeat, is there a representative from				false

		1987						LN		76		23		false		23   Boise Packing & Newsprint, LLC with us?				false

		1988						LN		76		24		false		24               (No response.)				false

		1989						LN		76		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1990						PG		77		0		false		page 77				false

		1991						LN		77		1		false		 1                   Mr. Jones.				false

		1992						LN		77		2		false		 2               MR. JONES:				false

		1993						LN		77		3		false		 3                   I move to deny the request for renewal.				false

		1994						LN		77		4		false		 4               DR. S. WILSON:				false

		1995						LN		77		5		false		 5                   Question.				false

		1996						LN		77		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1997						LN		77		7		false		 7                   Dr. Wilson.				false

		1998						LN		77		8		false		 8               DR. S. WILSON:				false

		1999						LN		77		9		false		 9                   Not taking issue with the motion, just a				false

		2000						LN		77		10		false		10   procedural question.  With these late renewals, are they				false

		2001						LN		77		11		false		11   communicated to be here or is there an expectation that				false

		2002						LN		77		12		false		12   when they submit it that they show up?				false

		2003						LN		77		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2004						LN		77		14		false		14                   Mr. Usie.				false

		2005						LN		77		15		false		15               MR. USIE:				false

		2006						LN		77		16		false		16                   Yes, they are -- we give notification				false

		2007						LN		77		17		false		17   that the application will be presented to the Board and				false

		2008						LN		77		18		false		18   will be discussed with the companies.  We also let them				false

		2009						LN		77		19		false		19   know it's important for them to attend if there's any				false

		2010						LN		77		20		false		20   questions.				false

		2011						LN		77		21		false		21               DR. S. WILSON:				false

		2012						LN		77		22		false		22                   Is this an end-all and be-all for				false

		2013						LN		77		23		false		23   somebody who's submitting a renewal?  Is this their only				false

		2014						LN		77		24		false		24   opportunity to have a renewal?  Can they come back and				false

		2015						LN		77		25		false		25   ask again if I vote to support the motion to --				false

		2016						PG		78		0		false		page 78				false

		2017						LN		78		1		false		 1               MR. USIE:				false

		2018						LN		78		2		false		 2                   You can defer it.				false

		2019						LN		78		3		false		 3               MR. S. WILSON:				false

		2020						LN		78		4		false		 4                   Defer?				false

		2021						LN		78		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2022						LN		78		6		false		 6                   Yes.				false

		2023						LN		78		7		false		 7                   Mr. Slone.				false

		2024						LN		78		8		false		 8               MR. SLONE:				false

		2025						LN		78		9		false		 9                   So, Mr. Jones, you were saying deny?				false

		2026						LN		78		10		false		10               MR. JONES:				false

		2027						LN		78		11		false		11                   Yes.  I'm actually moving to deny, and				false

		2028						LN		78		12		false		12   just so for those who may be new to the game, a late				false

		2029						LN		78		13		false		13   renewal is -- there are reasons for late renewals and,				false

		2030						LN		78		14		false		14   but this, what we've attempted to do on this Board is				false

		2031						LN		78		15		false		15   help people understand that, especially the ITEP				false

		2032						LN		78		16		false		16   exemption, is what we perceive to be a very valuable				false

		2033						LN		78		17		false		17   benefit the state is giving, and there are certainly				false

		2034						LN		78		18		false		18   reasons for being late, but when, A, it is late, and, B,				false

		2035						LN		78		19		false		19   the company has been notified of this meeting, and, C,				false

		2036						LN		78		20		false		20   they've chosen not to be here to explain why it's late,				false

		2037						LN		78		21		false		21   it's very difficult for at least this member of the				false

		2038						LN		78		22		false		22   Board to grant a lot of grace and mercy when they had				false

		2039						LN		78		23		false		23   every opportunity to, A, do it right, and, B, come				false

		2040						LN		78		24		false		24   explain why they didn't.				false

		2041						LN		78		25		false		25                   So with that said, that's where at least				false

		2042						PG		79		0		false		page 79				false

		2043						LN		79		1		false		 1   this Board member stands.				false

		2044						LN		79		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2045						LN		79		3		false		 3                   Mr. Secretary.				false

		2046						LN		79		4		false		 4               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		2047						LN		79		5		false		 5                   I have a question for the staff.				false

		2048						LN		79		6		false		 6                   Are their tax applications being handled				false

		2049						LN		79		7		false		 7   by a consulting firm or have they taken it internal to				false

		2050						LN		79		8		false		 8   their corporation?				false

		2051						LN		79		9		false		 9               MR. USIE:				false

		2052						LN		79		10		false		10                   It's internal.  And, also, if it is				false

		2053						LN		79		11		false		11   denied today, they also have an opportunity to appeal				false

		2054						LN		79		12		false		12   the denial at the next Board meeting.				false

		2055						LN		79		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2056						LN		79		14		false		14                   Dr. Wilson.				false

		2057						LN		79		15		false		15               DR. S. WILSON:				false

		2058						LN		79		16		false		16                   I support his comments.  I was just				false

		2059						LN		79		17		false		17   asking for clarification.				false

		2060						LN		79		18		false		18               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2061						LN		79		19		false		19                   Not a problem.  We welcome all				false

		2062						LN		79		20		false		20   questions, sometimes ad nauseam.				false

		2063						LN		79		21		false		21                   Dr. Woodrow Wilson.				false

		2064						LN		79		22		false		22               DR. W. WILSON:				false

		2065						LN		79		23		false		23                   I think you need a second; right?				false

		2066						LN		79		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2067						LN		79		25		false		25                   We do need a second.				false

		2068						PG		80		0		false		page 80				false

		2069						LN		80		1		false		 1               DR. W. WILSON:				false

		2070						LN		80		2		false		 2                   Second.				false

		2071						LN		80		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2072						LN		80		4		false		 4                   All right.  Motion has been seconded.				false

		2073						LN		80		5		false		 5                   All right.  Mr. Miller.				false

		2074						LN		80		6		false		 6               MR. MILLER:				false

		2075						LN		80		7		false		 7                   Has Boise Packaging & Newsprint had any				false

		2076						LN		80		8		false		 8   renewals under this Board?  Would you know that?				false

		2077						LN		80		9		false		 9               MR. USIE:				false

		2078						LN		80		10		false		10                   I don't believe so.  They had their new				false

		2079						LN		80		11		false		11   application with their PCA Corporation.  It's possible				false

		2080						LN		80		12		false		12   they just left and thought that they were done once that				false

		2081						LN		80		13		false		13   new application went through and someone was here.  I				false

		2082						LN		80		14		false		14   can't confirm that.				false

		2083						LN		80		15		false		15               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2084						LN		80		16		false		16                   They did have someone here?				false

		2085						LN		80		17		false		17               MR. MILLER:				false

		2086						LN		80		18		false		18                   In this world, it's pretty known that				false

		2087						LN		80		19		false		19   this is the action that we take.  I was just -- okay.				false

		2088						LN		80		20		false		20   Thank you.				false

		2089						LN		80		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2090						LN		80		22		false		22                   Any other questions or comments from the				false

		2091						LN		80		23		false		23   Board?				false

		2092						LN		80		24		false		24               (No response.)				false

		2093						LN		80		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2094						PG		81		0		false		page 81				false

		2095						LN		81		1		false		 1                   There's a motion on the floor with a				false

		2096						LN		81		2		false		 2   proper second.				false

		2097						LN		81		3		false		 3                   Representative Carmody.				false

		2098						LN		81		4		false		 4               MR. CARMODY:				false

		2099						LN		81		5		false		 5                   I certainly agree with the firing a shot				false

		2100						LN		81		6		false		 6   across the bow to anybody that does not come before this				false

		2101						LN		81		7		false		 7   body when they're asking for our consideration.  That				false

		2102						LN		81		8		false		 8   being said, I just wanted to clarify, it seems like in				false

		2103						LN		81		9		false		 9   the past that what we've done is when they were late				false

		2104						LN		81		10		false		10   like this, we would penalize a business one-year penalty				false

		2105						LN		81		11		false		11   on that renewal, and I would think that maybe under				false

		2106						LN		81		12		false		12   appeal, I would be amenable to consider that, but I				false

		2107						LN		81		13		false		13   think today we send a signal as the Board that this type				false

		2108						LN		81		14		false		14   of failure to comply with the request is not going to be				false

		2109						LN		81		15		false		15   tolerated.				false

		2110						LN		81		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2111						LN		81		17		false		17                   That is correct.				false

		2112						LN		81		18		false		18                   Mr. Jones.				false

		2113						LN		81		19		false		19               MR. JONES:				false

		2114						LN		81		20		false		20                   One reason, frankly, for my motion is				false

		2115						LN		81		21		false		21   that I think our standard is one year per one month				false

		2116						LN		81		22		false		22   late, and they're eight months late.  That would be				false

		2117						LN		81		23		false		23   eight years get knocked off the exemption, for all				false

		2118						LN		81		24		false		24   intents and purposes.				false

		2119						LN		81		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2120						PG		82		0		false		page 82				false

		2121						LN		82		1		false		 1                   So noted.				false

		2122						LN		82		2		false		 2                   All right.  Motion on the floor.				false

		2123						LN		82		3		false		 3                   Any other comments from the public?				false

		2124						LN		82		4		false		 4               (No response.)				false

		2125						LN		82		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2126						LN		82		6		false		 6                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		2127						LN		82		7		false		 7               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		2128						LN		82		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2129						LN		82		9		false		 9                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		2130						LN		82		10		false		10               (No response.)				false

		2131						LN		82		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2132						LN		82		12		false		12                   Boise Cascade (sic) is denied.				false

		2133						LN		82		13		false		13               MR. USIE:				false

		2134						LN		82		14		false		14                   Next is 20081221, Centric Pipe, LLC,				false

		2135						LN		82		15		false		15   Bossier Parish, initial contract expiration 12/31 of				false

		2136						LN		82		16		false		16   2015, renewal request date 5/15 of 2018; 20081221A,				false

		2137						LN		82		17		false		17   Centric Pipe, LLC, Bossier Parish, initial contract				false

		2138						LN		82		18		false		18   expiration 12/31 of 2016 and renewal request date May				false

		2139						LN		82		19		false		19   15th, 2018.				false

		2140						LN		82		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2141						LN		82		21		false		21                   Is there a representative from Centric				false

		2142						LN		82		22		false		22   Pipe with us today?				false

		2143						LN		82		23		false		23                   Please step forward and identify				false

		2144						LN		82		24		false		24   yourself.  Speak slowly for me.				false

		2145						LN		82		25		false		25               MR. LONG:				false

		2146						PG		83		0		false		page 83				false

		2147						LN		83		1		false		 1                   Hi.  I'm Jack Long.  I'm from Centric				false

		2148						LN		83		2		false		 2   Pipe.				false

		2149						LN		83		3		false		 3                   The reason for those contracts that are				false

		2150						LN		83		4		false		 4   late is because, like I explained before, we bought				false

		2151						LN		83		5		false		 5   Northwest Piping in 2014, and then we continue operation				false

		2152						LN		83		6		false		 6   now Centric Pipe, but it was Northwest Pipe.  And at				false

		2153						LN		83		7		false		 7   that time, we basically -- we kind transferred these two				false

		2154						LN		83		8		false		 8   contracts from Northwest Pipe into Centric Pipe name.				false

		2155						LN		83		9		false		 9   And then after that, the company outsourced the property				false

		2156						LN		83		10		false		10   tax services using the CPA firm, and then the CPA firm				false

		2157						LN		83		11		false		11   did not renew it for us and the company didn't know.				false

		2158						LN		83		12		false		12   And now I found out that those contracts, I talked with				false

		2159						LN		83		13		false		13   Hud and they said nobody's renewed it, and now I want to				false

		2160						LN		83		14		false		14   renew those contracts.				false

		2161						LN		83		15		false		15               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2162						LN		83		16		false		16                   All right.  Thank you, Mr. Jack.				false

		2163						LN		83		17		false		17                   Are there any questions from the Board				false

		2164						LN		83		18		false		18   members concerning this late renewal?				false

		2165						LN		83		19		false		19               MR. MOLLER:				false

		2166						LN		83		20		false		20                   So just a question.  So your exemption				false

		2167						LN		83		21		false		21   that expired three and a half years ago, have you been				false

		2168						LN		83		22		false		22   paying property taxes in those three and a half years?				false

		2169						LN		83		23		false		23               MR. USIE:				false

		2170						LN		83		24		false		24                   They have not.  I can answer.  We got				false

		2171						LN		83		25		false		25   with the assessor and I had -- the company spoke with				false

		2172						PG		84		0		false		page 84				false

		2173						LN		84		1		false		 1   the parish assessor and we got it in writing that				false

		2174						LN		84		2		false		 2   confirmed that no taxes have been paid since that				false

		2175						LN		84		3		false		 3   expiration date for both contracts.				false

		2176						LN		84		4		false		 4               MR. MOLLER:				false

		2177						LN		84		5		false		 5                   Okay.  So if we do, let's say, a				false

		2178						LN		84		6		false		 6   three-year penalty, does that mean there's going to be				false

		2179						LN		84		7		false		 7   an effort to collect those property taxes that they				false

		2180						LN		84		8		false		 8   should have been paying because they didn't have an				false

		2181						LN		84		9		false		 9   exemption?				false

		2182						LN		84		10		false		10               MR. USIE:				false

		2183						LN		84		11		false		11                   I don't believe so.  That would be with				false

		2184						LN		84		12		false		12   the assessor.				false

		2185						LN		84		13		false		13               MR. MOLLER:				false

		2186						LN		84		14		false		14                   Well, this is $150,000 a year in				false

		2187						LN		84		15		false		15   property taxes that they should have been paying because				false

		2188						LN		84		16		false		16   there's no exemption in place.  I mean, that seems like				false

		2189						LN		84		17		false		17   it would pay for a lot of school teachers and municipal				false

		2190						LN		84		18		false		18   employees in Bossier Parish.  I mean, how do we get that				false

		2191						LN		84		19		false		19   money back?				false

		2192						LN		84		20		false		20               MS. CHENG:				false

		2193						LN		84		21		false		21                   The tax assessor can go back up to three				false

		2194						LN		84		22		false		22   years to collect taxes.				false

		2195						LN		84		23		false		23               MR. MOLLER:				false

		2196						LN		84		24		false		24                   It's up to local tax assessor to decide				false

		2197						LN		84		25		false		25   whether they want to recover the money that Bossier				false

		2198						PG		85		0		false		page 85				false

		2199						LN		85		1		false		 1   Parish is owed?				false

		2200						LN		85		2		false		 2               MS. CHENG:				false

		2201						LN		85		3		false		 3                   Yes.				false

		2202						LN		85		4		false		 4               MR. MOLLER:				false

		2203						LN		85		5		false		 5                   Okay.				false

		2204						LN		85		6		false		 6               MR. LONG:				false

		2205						LN		85		7		false		 7                   Well, I want clarify that.  I look at				false

		2206						LN		85		8		false		 8   the paperwork of the CPA firm.  They use a different				false

		2207						LN		85		9		false		 9   approach.  They use a customizer, which is customized to				false

		2208						LN		85		10		false		10   only capture what we have, but that number match with				false

		2209						LN		85		11		false		11   the separate contracts.				false

		2210						LN		85		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2211						LN		85		13		false		13                   Mr. Jones.				false

		2212						LN		85		14		false		14               MR. JONES:				false

		2213						LN		85		15		false		15                   Is the CPA firm still working for you?				false

		2214						LN		85		16		false		16               MR. LONG:				false

		2215						LN		85		17		false		17                   No.				false

		2216						LN		85		18		false		18               MR. JONES:				false

		2217						LN		85		19		false		19                   Good.				false

		2218						LN		85		20		false		20               MR. LONG:				false

		2219						LN		85		21		false		21                   We decided to do it ourself.				false

		2220						LN		85		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2221						LN		85		23		false		23                   All right.  So everyone understands				false

		2222						LN		85		24		false		24   where we are, they have two contracts.  One is three				false

		2223						LN		85		25		false		25   years late.				false

		2224						PG		86		0		false		page 86				false

		2225						LN		86		1		false		 1               MR. MOLLER:				false

		2226						LN		86		2		false		 2                   Three and a half.				false

		2227						LN		86		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2228						LN		86		4		false		 4                   So basically they would lose four years.				false

		2229						LN		86		5		false		 5   So there could be one more year under exemption for one				false

		2230						LN		86		6		false		 6   of them.				false

		2231						LN		86		7		false		 7               MR. JONES:				false

		2232						LN		86		8		false		 8                   Mr. Chairman, again, if you look up at				false

		2233						LN		86		9		false		 9   the top of the page, apparently our standard has been we				false

		2234						LN		86		10		false		10   reduce by one year for each calendar month that it's				false

		2235						LN		86		11		false		11   late.				false

		2236						LN		86		12		false		12               MS. CHENG:				false

		2237						LN		86		13		false		13                   That's a "may" in the rules.				false

		2238						LN		86		14		false		14               MR. JONES:				false

		2239						LN		86		15		false		15                   I understand.				false

		2240						LN		86		16		false		16               MS. CHENG:				false

		2241						LN		86		17		false		17                   But then typically at the last meetings				false

		2242						LN		86		18		false		18   y'all --				false

		2243						LN		86		19		false		19               MR. JONES:				false

		2244						LN		86		20		false		20                   That's what been done.				false

		2245						LN		86		21		false		21               MS. CHENG:				false

		2246						LN		86		22		false		22                   No.  Y'all have been reducing by a year				false

		2247						LN		86		23		false		23   for every year or portion of a year.				false

		2248						LN		86		24		false		24               MR. JONES:				false

		2249						LN		86		25		false		25                   Got it.				false

		2250						PG		87		0		false		page 87				false

		2251						LN		87		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2252						LN		87		2		false		 2                   That's how we've been treating it.  For				false

		2253						LN		87		3		false		 3   each year that they're late, they've been reduced by a				false

		2254						LN		87		4		false		 4   year.				false

		2255						LN		87		5		false		 5               MR. JONES:				false

		2256						LN		87		6		false		 6                   Got it.				false

		2257						LN		87		7		false		 7               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2258						LN		87		8		false		 8                   So the first one was three and a half				false

		2259						LN		87		9		false		 9   years late.				false

		2260						LN		87		10		false		10               MR. USIE:				false

		2261						LN		87		11		false		11                   Two and a half years late.  The 2015				false

		2262						LN		87		12		false		12   one?				false

		2263						LN		87		13		false		13                   Two and a half after December 31st.				false

		2264						LN		87		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2265						LN		87		15		false		15                   I was using your number.				false

		2266						LN		87		16		false		16                   Two and a half years late, so that would				false

		2267						LN		87		17		false		17   be a three-year reduction staying with what we have been				false

		2268						LN		87		18		false		18   doing.				false

		2269						LN		87		19		false		19               MR. USIE:				false

		2270						LN		87		20		false		20                   A year or a portion of a year, so that				false

		2271						LN		87		21		false		21   would be correct.				false

		2272						LN		87		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2273						LN		87		23		false		23                   So it would be two years left on the				false

		2274						LN		87		24		false		24   contract.				false

		2275						LN		87		25		false		25               MS. CHENG:				false

		2276						PG		88		0		false		page 88				false

		2277						LN		88		1		false		 1                   So if it expired in 2015, or the initial				false

		2278						LN		88		2		false		 2   expiration, if y'all approved it today, it would				false

		2279						LN		88		3		false		 3   expire -- it would have expired last December.				false

		2280						LN		88		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2281						LN		88		5		false		 5                   Last year.				false

		2282						LN		88		6		false		 6               MS. CHENG:				false

		2283						LN		88		7		false		 7                   Correct.				false

		2284						LN		88		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2285						LN		88		9		false		 9                   Right.				false

		2286						LN		88		10		false		10               MS. CHENG:				false

		2287						LN		88		11		false		11                   So it would have been taxable for '18,				false

		2288						LN		88		12		false		12   but they just don't want the assessor to go back and tax				false

		2289						LN		88		13		false		13   them for '17, '16 and '17.  That's why they're renewing				false

		2290						LN		88		14		false		14   this.				false

		2291						LN		88		15		false		15               MR. MOLLER:				false

		2292						LN		88		16		false		16                   But the assessor, if we --				false

		2293						LN		88		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2294						LN		88		18		false		18                   Mr. Moller.				false

		2295						LN		88		19		false		19               MR. MOLLER:				false

		2296						LN		88		20		false		20                   If we do a three-year penalty, then the				false

		2297						LN		88		21		false		21   assessor can go back --				false

		2298						LN		88		22		false		22               MS. CHENG:				false

		2299						LN		88		23		false		23                   They can tax this year, correct, 2018.				false

		2300						LN		88		24		false		24               MR. MOLLER:				false

		2301						LN		88		25		false		25                   Okay.  But could they tax 2016 and 2017?				false

		2302						PG		89		0		false		page 89				false

		2303						LN		89		1		false		 1               MS. CHENG:				false

		2304						LN		89		2		false		 2                   No, because you'd be approving with a				false

		2305						LN		89		3		false		 3   three-year penalty.  It would have typically been a				false

		2306						LN		89		4		false		 4   five-year renewal, and you're taking off 2020, 2019,				false

		2307						LN		89		5		false		 5   2018.				false

		2308						LN		89		6		false		 6               MR. MOLLER:				false

		2309						LN		89		7		false		 7                   Okay.				false

		2310						LN		89		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2311						LN		89		9		false		 9                   So my thoughts are is that this contract				false

		2312						LN		89		10		false		10   have exemption through the end of this year, and that				false

		2313						LN		89		11		false		11   will, you know, keep you from having to pay back taxes,				false

		2314						LN		89		12		false		12   but after that, the exemption is over for that specific				false

		2315						LN		89		13		false		13   contract.  I think that's the only way you're going to				false

		2316						LN		89		14		false		14   be able to handle it.  And from a legal perspective, I				false

		2317						LN		89		15		false		15   don't -- you know, I guess that takes you out of the				false

		2318						LN		89		16		false		16   statute of limitations and you can't go -- the assessors				false

		2319						LN		89		17		false		17   couldn't go back.  I think that's the only way to handle				false

		2320						LN		89		18		false		18   this one.				false

		2321						LN		89		19		false		19                   Any other thoughts from any other				false

		2322						LN		89		20		false		20   smarter people?				false

		2323						LN		89		21		false		21               MR. JONES:				false

		2324						LN		89		22		false		22                   Since I don't qualify, I won't make any.				false

		2325						LN		89		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2326						LN		89		24		false		24                   Dr. Wilson.				false

		2327						LN		89		25		false		25               DR. W. WILSON:				false

		2328						PG		90		0		false		page 90				false

		2329						LN		90		1		false		 1                    Can we restate what...				false

		2330						LN		90		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2331						LN		90		3		false		 3                   Yeah.  I think we're going to have to do				false

		2332						LN		90		4		false		 4   these individually, I think, because we have two				false

		2333						LN		90		5		false		 5   situations here.  One where effectively the penalty				false

		2334						LN		90		6		false		 6   creates an expired contract, but if we allow the				false

		2335						LN		90		7		false		 7   contract to be in place, would that preclude the				false

		2336						LN		90		8		false		 8   assessor from going back and pursuing taxes?				false

		2337						LN		90		9		false		 9               MR. JONES:				false

		2338						LN		90		10		false		10                   Do we have a motion, Mr. Chairman?				false

		2339						LN		90		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2340						LN		90		12		false		12                   I think we have a motion to --				false

		2341						LN		90		13		false		13               MR. JONES:				false

		2342						LN		90		14		false		14                   I don't think we have a motion.				false

		2343						LN		90		15		false		15               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2344						LN		90		16		false		16                   No, we don't have a motion yet.  We have				false

		2345						LN		90		17		false		17   discussion.				false

		2346						LN		90		18		false		18                   Mr. Jones.				false

		2347						LN		90		19		false		19               MR. JONES:				false

		2348						LN		90		20		false		20                   I'll make a motion that on the first				false

		2349						LN		90		21		false		21   one, which is 20081221, Centric Pipe, and just to be				false

		2350						LN		90		22		false		22   clear, the investment is $21,626,000, I move that we				false

		2351						LN		90		23		false		23   grant the renewal, but with a three-year penalty.				false

		2352						LN		90		24		false		24               DR. W. WILSON:				false

		2353						LN		90		25		false		25                   Second.				false

		2354						PG		91		0		false		page 91				false

		2355						LN		91		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2356						LN		91		2		false		 2                   Motion has been made and seconded,				false

		2357						LN		91		3		false		 3   three-year penalty on it, so that means it would have				false

		2358						LN		91		4		false		 4   enjoyed two years worth of exemptions.				false

		2359						LN		91		5		false		 5               MR. JONES:				false

		2360						LN		91		6		false		 6                   That's correct.				false

		2361						LN		91		7		false		 7               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2362						LN		91		8		false		 8                   Which would be '16 and '17, so they owe				false

		2363						LN		91		9		false		 9   taxes for this year.				false

		2364						LN		91		10		false		10               MR. JONES:				false

		2365						LN		91		11		false		11                   Yes.				false

		2366						LN		91		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2367						LN		91		13		false		13                   All right.				false

		2368						LN		91		14		false		14               MR. JONES:				false

		2369						LN		91		15		false		15                   And, Mr. Chairman, in my world, that's				false

		2370						LN		91		16		false		16   about as good as we can do.				false

		2371						LN		91		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2372						LN		91		18		false		18                   I'm fine with it.				false

		2373						LN		91		19		false		19                   Any other questions or comments on that				false

		2374						LN		91		20		false		20   one?				false

		2375						LN		91		21		false		21               (No response.)				false

		2376						LN		91		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2377						LN		91		23		false		23                   All right.  Motion has been made and				false

		2378						LN		91		24		false		24   seconded.				false

		2379						LN		91		25		false		25                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		2380						PG		92		0		false		page 92				false

		2381						LN		92		1		false		 1               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		2382						LN		92		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2383						LN		92		3		false		 3                   All oppose with a "nay."				false

		2384						LN		92		4		false		 4               (No response.)				false

		2385						LN		92		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2386						LN		92		6		false		 6                   That motion carries.				false

		2387						LN		92		7		false		 7               MR. JONES:				false

		2388						LN		92		8		false		 8                   Then I'll make a motion for the second				false

		2389						LN		92		9		false		 9   one, if you don't mind, Mr. Chairman, which is				false

		2390						LN		92		10		false		10   20081221-A, which is Centric Pipe, and, again, the				false

		2391						LN		92		11		false		11   investment is $1,968000, and as I appreciate it, the				false

		2392						LN		92		12		false		12   expiration date was 12/31/2016, so I would move that we				false

		2393						LN		92		13		false		13   grant the renewal, but with a two-year penalty.				false

		2394						LN		92		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2395						LN		92		15		false		15                   Motion has been made by Mr. Jones;				false

		2396						LN		92		16		false		16   seconded by Dr. Woodrow Wilson.				false

		2397						LN		92		17		false		17                   Any further comments from the public?				false

		2398						LN		92		18		false		18               (No response.)				false

		2399						LN		92		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2400						LN		92		20		false		20                   Questions from the Board members?				false

		2401						LN		92		21		false		21               (No response.)				false

		2402						LN		92		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2403						LN		92		23		false		23                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		2404						LN		92		24		false		24               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		2405						LN		92		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2406						PG		93		0		false		page 93				false

		2407						LN		93		1		false		 1                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		2408						LN		93		2		false		 2               (No response.)				false

		2409						LN		93		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2410						LN		93		4		false		 4                   Motion carries.				false

		2411						LN		93		5		false		 5                   And I know the attorneys will work this				false

		2412						LN		93		6		false		 6   out at the office.  Thank you.				false

		2413						LN		93		7		false		 7               MR. LONG:				false

		2414						LN		93		8		false		 8                   Thank you.				false

		2415						LN		93		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2416						LN		93		10		false		10                   All right.  Next we have Century				false

		2417						LN		93		11		false		11   Marketing Solutions.  Please proceed.				false

		2418						LN		93		12		false		12               MR. USIE:				false

		2419						LN		93		13		false		13                   20130737, Century Marketing Solutions,				false

		2420						LN		93		14		false		14   LLC, Ouachita Parish, initial contract expiration 12/31				false

		2421						LN		93		15		false		15   of 2017, renewal request date July 31st of 2018.				false

		2422						LN		93		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2423						LN		93		17		false		17                   Representative, please identify				false

		2424						LN		93		18		false		18   yourself.				false

		2425						LN		93		19		false		19               MS. MANN:				false

		2426						LN		93		20		false		20                   Melissa Mann with CenturyLink, and this				false

		2427						LN		93		21		false		21   was simply an administrative oversight on our part.  We				false

		2428						LN		93		22		false		22   flagged this in our system for the wrong renewal date,				false

		2429						LN		93		23		false		23   so we fixed that as quickly as we could.  And we				false

		2430						LN		93		24		false		24   understand the Board's policy for the one-year penalty,				false

		2431						LN		93		25		false		25   and we don't object to that.				false

		2432						PG		94		0		false		page 94				false

		2433						LN		94		1		false		 1               MR. CARMODY:				false

		2434						LN		94		2		false		 2                   So moved.				false

		2435						LN		94		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2436						LN		94		4		false		 4                   Motion made by Secretary Carmody;				false

		2437						LN		94		5		false		 5   seconded by Mr. Slone.				false

		2438						LN		94		6		false		 6                   Any comments or questions?				false

		2439						LN		94		7		false		 7               (No response.)				false

		2440						LN		94		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2441						LN		94		9		false		 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		2442						LN		94		10		false		10               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		2443						LN		94		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2444						LN		94		12		false		12                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		2445						LN		94		13		false		13               (No response.)				false

		2446						LN		94		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2447						LN		94		15		false		15                   Motion carries.				false

		2448						LN		94		16		false		16                   Thank you, Ms. Mann.				false

		2449						LN		94		17		false		17               MR. USIE:				false

		2450						LN		94		18		false		18                   Next we have 2013474, 20130475, 20130476				false

		2451						LN		94		19		false		19   and 20130477, all Cornerstone Chemical Company in				false

		2452						LN		94		20		false		20   Jefferson Parish.  All of expiration dates were 12/31 of				false

		2453						LN		94		21		false		21   2017, and all four of them were received on March 21st,				false

		2454						LN		94		22		false		22   2018.				false

		2455						LN		94		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2456						LN		94		24		false		24                   Please identify yourself.				false

		2457						LN		94		25		false		25               MS. BOWMAN:				false

		2458						PG		95		0		false		page 95				false

		2459						LN		95		1		false		 1                   Hi.  I'm Linzi Bowman.  I'm the Credit				false

		2460						LN		95		2		false		 2   and Tax Manager for Cornerstone Chemical Company.				false

		2461						LN		95		3		false		 3                   I disagree with the lateness of my				false

		2462						LN		95		4		false		 4   contracts.  When I contacted Kristen on the 15th of July				false

		2463						LN		95		5		false		 5   of 2017, I was notified from my e-mail that I could not				false

		2464						LN		95		6		false		 6   renew my contracts via e-mail, which was the previous				false

		2465						LN		95		7		false		 7   policy.  I mailed the documentation end of July, early				false

		2466						LN		95		8		false		 8   August, contacted them back at the end of January of				false

		2467						LN		95		9		false		 9   2018, early February, and was told they never received				false

		2468						LN		95		10		false		10   my contracts.  So immediately I told her I had support				false

		2469						LN		95		11		false		11   documentation for my contracts, supplied that				false

		2470						LN		95		12		false		12   documentation to them and was told it was incomplete				false

		2471						LN		95		13		false		13   because it did not have the affidavit of the contracts.				false

		2472						LN		95		14		false		14                   In the previous years, the affidavits				false

		2473						LN		95		15		false		15   were not required until after the contracts were				false

		2474						LN		95		16		false		16   approved.  So I feel, as a company, I don't feel I				false

		2475						LN		95		17		false		17   should be penalized for the year for being and				false

		2476						LN		95		18		false		18   communicating with both of them.				false

		2477						LN		95		19		false		19                   I've worked for Cornerstone for the last				false

		2478						LN		95		20		false		20   eight years and have supplied all of the documentation				false

		2479						LN		95		21		false		21   timely to them.  I just received my 2014 contract copies				false

		2480						LN		95		22		false		22   from them in order to do the Project Completion Reports				false

		2481						LN		95		23		false		23   and the Affidavit of Final Cost.  I don't receive my				false

		2482						LN		95		24		false		24   documentation from them timely, and I feel I should not				false

		2483						LN		95		25		false		25   be penalized for that.				false

		2484						PG		96		0		false		page 96				false

		2485						LN		96		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2486						LN		96		2		false		 2                   So when you say you received the				false

		2487						LN		96		3		false		 3   affidavit, which affidavit was that?  Was that the				false

		2488						LN		96		4		false		 4   Affidavit of Final Cost?				false

		2489						LN		96		5		false		 5               MS. BOWMAN:				false

		2490						LN		96		6		false		 6                   When you renew the contracts, you have				false

		2491						LN		96		7		false		 7   to have an affidavit, which is notarized, that you on				false

		2492						LN		96		8		false		 8   behalf of the company have acknowledged that you've				false

		2493						LN		96		9		false		 9   provided all of the documentation.				false

		2494						LN		96		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2495						LN		96		11		false		11                   Okay.  That affidavit.				false

		2496						LN		96		12		false		12               MS. BOWMAN:				false

		2497						LN		96		13		false		13                   Yes, sir.				false

		2498						LN		96		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2499						LN		96		15		false		15                   All right.  Kristen, can you help us?				false

		2500						LN		96		16		false		16               MR. USIE:				false

		2501						LN		96		17		false		17                   Okay.  We asked -- we spoke with Linzi				false

		2502						LN		96		18		false		18   and asked her to provide us any documentation she had of				false

		2503						LN		96		19		false		19   proof from the postal service that would use that stamp				false

		2504						LN		96		20		false		20   date for saying that she sent it in 2017, like she said				false

		2505						LN		96		21		false		21   she did in August.  She provided us a copy of the				false

		2506						LN		96		22		false		22   package that she sent, but there was no postmark date				false

		2507						LN		96		23		false		23   from the postal service.  That's from a Pitney Bowes				false

		2508						LN		96		24		false		24   machine that you run through it to pay for it with the				false

		2509						LN		96		25		false		25   company, but there's no stamp saying it was sent on this				false

		2510						PG		97		0		false		page 97				false

		2511						LN		97		1		false		 1   date and we just didn't receive it.  That's what we're				false

		2512						LN		97		2		false		 2   looking for.  She didn't send it with a tracking number.				false

		2513						LN		97		3		false		 3   We asked for that.				false

		2514						LN		97		4		false		 4               MS. BOWMAN:				false

		2515						LN		97		5		false		 5                   And I am going forward, just so you				false

		2516						LN		97		6		false		 6   know.				false

		2517						LN		97		7		false		 7               MR. USIE:				false

		2518						LN		97		8		false		 8                   She did going forward, she has going				false

		2519						LN		97		9		false		 9   forward, and now with NextGen and everything going				false

		2520						LN		97		10		false		10   online, so hopefully the mail problem will be solved.				false

		2521						LN		97		11		false		11               MS. BOWMAN:				false

		2522						LN		97		12		false		12                   Yeah.  And I think it's just a				false

		2523						LN		97		13		false		13   misunderstanding, and I apologize for not contacting				false

		2524						LN		97		14		false		14   right after, but we moved off site, was receiving some				false

		2525						LN		97		15		false		15   of my mail, not receiving some of my mail.  Like, I				false

		2526						LN		97		16		false		16   didn't receive any notification from them that they				false

		2527						LN		97		17		false		17   didn't receive my renewal.  I contacted them.  I mean,				false

		2528						LN		97		18		false		18   previously, in the past, Ms. Lori would have contacted				false

		2529						LN		97		19		false		19   me if she didn't receive it because I made the effort to				false

		2530						LN		97		20		false		20   renew the contracts.  So I understand it's a				false

		2531						LN		97		21		false		21   miscommunication probably on both of us, but I did my				false

		2532						LN		97		22		false		22   best to supply my documentation and my support.				false

		2533						LN		97		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2534						LN		97		24		false		24                   Mr. Jones, do you have a question?				false

		2535						LN		97		25		false		25               MR. JONES:				false

		2536						PG		98		0		false		page 98				false

		2537						LN		98		1		false		 1                   It appears to me that the staff is				false

		2538						LN		98		2		false		 2   technically correct.  I mean, we have a situation here				false

		2539						LN		98		3		false		 3   where they've followed the rules.  However, it would				false

		2540						LN		98		4		false		 4   also, unless you sent it certified mail return receipt				false

		2541						LN		98		5		false		 5   requested, it would be difficult to prove the postmark				false

		2542						LN		98		6		false		 6   because you don't get the postmark until it's gone to				false

		2543						LN		98		7		false		 7   the post office.				false

		2544						LN		98		8		false		 8               MS. BOWMAN:				false

		2545						LN		98		9		false		 9                   Absolutely.				false

		2546						LN		98		10		false		10               MR. JONES:				false

		2547						LN		98		11		false		11                   And so I think the staff is doing what				false

		2548						LN		98		12		false		12   it needs to do, and I think it's appropriate -- that's				false

		2549						LN		98		13		false		13   the reason we have a board.				false

		2550						LN		98		14		false		14                   And this is one of those situations				false

		2551						LN		98		15		false		15   where I feel it would be appropriate to grant the				false

		2552						LN		98		16		false		16   renewal without a penalty, and I so move.				false

		2553						LN		98		17		false		17               MR. CHABERT:				false

		2554						LN		98		18		false		18                   Second.				false

		2555						LN		98		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2556						LN		98		20		false		20                   All right.  Motion has been made to				false

		2557						LN		98		21		false		21   approve this with no consequence; seconded by Senator				false

		2558						LN		98		22		false		22   Chabert, I believe.				false

		2559						LN		98		23		false		23                   Any other questions or comments from the				false

		2560						LN		98		24		false		24   Board members regarding this one?				false

		2561						LN		98		25		false		25               (No response.)				false

		2562						PG		99		0		false		page 99				false

		2563						LN		99		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2564						LN		99		2		false		 2                   Any other comments from the public?				false

		2565						LN		99		3		false		 3               (No response.)				false

		2566						LN		99		4		false		 4               MR. SLONE:				false

		2567						LN		99		5		false		 5                   I'm sorry.				false

		2568						LN		99		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2569						LN		99		7		false		 7                   Mr. Slone.				false

		2570						LN		99		8		false		 8               MR. SLONE:				false

		2571						LN		99		9		false		 9                   I appreciate your comments, and the				false

		2572						LN		99		10		false		10   whole idea is you follow up on something that's				false

		2573						LN		99		11		false		11   important to your organization --				false

		2574						LN		99		12		false		12               MS. BOWMAN:				false

		2575						LN		99		13		false		13                   Yes, sir.				false

		2576						LN		99		14		false		14               MR. SLONE:				false

		2577						LN		99		15		false		15                   -- may be ensuring -- and I'm not trying				false

		2578						LN		99		16		false		16   to poke a finger in your eye, but it seemed like you				false

		2579						LN		99		17		false		17   poked a finger in the staff's eye.  So in defense of the				false

		2580						LN		99		18		false		18   staff, I think, you know, you have a responsibility				false

		2581						LN		99		19		false		19   also, and that is to ensure that you, whether it's				false

		2582						LN		99		20		false		20   something that you sign for in the mail, FedEX, whatever				false

		2583						LN		99		21		false		21   you call for, but it's important for us to follow up				false

		2584						LN		99		22		false		22   because I did hear you say you sent something in July or				false

		2585						LN		99		23		false		23   August, but you didn't follow up until January.  So				false

		2586						LN		99		24		false		24   just --				false

		2587						LN		99		25		false		25               MS. BOWMAN:				false

		2588						PG		100		0		false		page 100				false

		2589						LN		100		1		false		 1                   Yes, sir.  And I'm certifying everything				false

		2590						LN		100		2		false		 2   going forward.  I realize, I mean, a lot of the issues				false

		2591						LN		100		3		false		 3   is probably with the mail service, so I am trying to				false

		2592						LN		100		4		false		 4   prevent that from happening.  And I do communicate with				false

		2593						LN		100		5		false		 5   both -- you know, both of them on pretty much any basis				false

		2594						LN		100		6		false		 6   I have questions.				false

		2595						LN		100		7		false		 7               MR. SLONE:				false

		2596						LN		100		8		false		 8                   Thank you.				false

		2597						LN		100		9		false		 9               MS. BOWMAN:				false

		2598						LN		100		10		false		10                   You're welcome.				false

		2599						LN		100		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2600						LN		100		12		false		12                   Any other comments?				false

		2601						LN		100		13		false		13                   Thank you, Mr. Slone.				false

		2602						LN		100		14		false		14                   Any other comments?				false

		2603						LN		100		15		false		15               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		2604						LN		100		16		false		16                   In NextGen you'll be able to do this				false

		2605						LN		100		17		false		17   electronically and submit your signature online.				false

		2606						LN		100		18		false		18               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2607						LN		100		19		false		19                   Which has been a long time coming.				false

		2608						LN		100		20		false		20   Since 1992 at least.				false

		2609						LN		100		21		false		21               MS. BOWMAN:				false

		2610						LN		100		22		false		22                   Yes.  Very favorable.				false

		2611						LN		100		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2612						LN		100		24		false		24                   All right.  All in favor, indicate with				false

		2613						LN		100		25		false		25   an "aye."				false

		2614						PG		101		0		false		page 101				false

		2615						LN		101		1		false		 1               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		2616						LN		101		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2617						LN		101		3		false		 3                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		2618						LN		101		4		false		 4               (No response.)				false

		2619						LN		101		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2620						LN		101		6		false		 6                   Motion carries.  All renewals for				false

		2621						LN		101		7		false		 7   Cornerstone are approved in full.				false

		2622						LN		101		8		false		 8               MR. USIE:				false

		2623						LN		101		9		false		 9                   And that concludes the late renewals.				false

		2624						LN		101		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2625						LN		101		11		false		11                   Thank you, Mr. Usie.				false

		2626						LN		101		12		false		12                   All right.  Next we have name changes.				false

		2627						LN		101		13		false		13               MR. USIE:				false

		2628						LN		101		14		false		14                   We have one change in name, United WELD				false

		2629						LN		101		15		false		15   Operations, LP, 20150189-A in Livingston Parish requests				false

		2630						LN		101		16		false		16   the name to be Epic Piping, LLC.				false

		2631						LN		101		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2632						LN		101		18		false		18                   All right.  Any comments from the public				false

		2633						LN		101		19		false		19   concerning the name change?				false

		2634						LN		101		20		false		20               (No response.)				false

		2635						LN		101		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2636						LN		101		22		false		22                   Questions or comments from the Board?				false

		2637						LN		101		23		false		23               (No response.)				false

		2638						LN		101		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2639						LN		101		25		false		25                   Is there a motion to approve the name				false

		2640						PG		102		0		false		page 102				false

		2641						LN		102		1		false		 1   change?				false

		2642						LN		102		2		false		 2                   Made by Representative Carmody; seconded				false

		2643						LN		102		3		false		 3   by Ms. Heather Malone.				false

		2644						LN		102		4		false		 4                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		2645						LN		102		5		false		 5               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		2646						LN		102		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2647						LN		102		7		false		 7                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		2648						LN		102		8		false		 8               (No response.)				false

		2649						LN		102		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2650						LN		102		10		false		10                   Motion carries.				false

		2651						LN		102		11		false		11               MR. USIE:				false

		2652						LN		102		12		false		12                   We have one change in location only:				false

		2653						LN		102		13		false		13   Epic Piping, LLC, 20150834, previous location 1352				false

		2654						LN		102		14		false		14   Choctaw Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70805, East Baton				false

		2655						LN		102		15		false		15   Rouge Parish, new location 28445 South Frost Road,				false

		2656						LN		102		16		false		16   Livingston, Louisiana 70754 in Livingston Parish.				false

		2657						LN		102		17		false		17               MR. CARMODY:				false

		2658						LN		102		18		false		18                   Motion to approve.				false

		2659						LN		102		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2660						LN		102		20		false		20                   All right.  Any comments from the				false

		2661						LN		102		21		false		21   public?				false

		2662						LN		102		22		false		22               (No response.)				false

		2663						LN		102		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2664						LN		102		24		false		24                   Motion has been made by Representative				false

		2665						LN		102		25		false		25   Carmody; seconded by Senator Chabert.				false

		2666						PG		103		0		false		page 103				false

		2667						LN		103		1		false		 1                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		2668						LN		103		2		false		 2               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		2669						LN		103		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2670						LN		103		4		false		 4                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		2671						LN		103		5		false		 5               (No response.)				false

		2672						LN		103		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2673						LN		103		7		false		 7                   Motion carries.				false

		2674						LN		103		8		false		 8               MR. USIE:				false

		2675						LN		103		9		false		 9                   We have nine transfers of tax exemption:				false

		2676						LN		103		10		false		10   Albemarle Corporation, 20081302, 20081301-A, 20090945,				false

		2677						LN		103		11		false		11   20101199, 20111253, 20130012, 20140008, 20145162 and				false

		2678						LN		103		12		false		12   20152058 in East Baton Rouge Parish.  The new owner is				false

		2679						LN		103		13		false		13   W.R. Grace & Co.				false

		2680						LN		103		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2681						LN		103		15		false		15                   All right.  Any comments from the public				false

		2682						LN		103		16		false		16   concerning the transfers?				false

		2683						LN		103		17		false		17               (No response.)				false

		2684						LN		103		18		false		18               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2685						LN		103		19		false		19                   Motion has been made by Senator Chabert;				false

		2686						LN		103		20		false		20   seconded by Dr. Woodrow Wilson.				false

		2687						LN		103		21		false		21                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		2688						LN		103		22		false		22               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		2689						LN		103		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2690						LN		103		24		false		24                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		2691						LN		103		25		false		25               (No response.)				false

		2692						PG		104		0		false		page 104				false

		2693						LN		104		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2694						LN		104		2		false		 2                   Motion carries.				false

		2695						LN		104		3		false		 3               MR. USIE:				false

		2696						LN		104		4		false		 4                   We have five cancelation requests:				false

		2697						LN		104		5		false		 5   Houston Plating & Coatings, 20111111, 20150319 and				false

		2698						LN		104		6		false		 6   20160819 in Lafayette Parish.  Company requests				false

		2699						LN		104		7		false		 7   cancelation due to plant closing for business as of				false

		2700						LN		104		8		false		 8   March 31st, 2016.				false

		2701						LN		104		9		false		 9                   CVD, Incorporated, 20110369 and 20120735				false

		2702						LN		104		10		false		10   in Iberia Parish.  Company requests cancelation due to				false

		2703						LN		104		11		false		11   taxes being paid and company being sold.				false

		2704						LN		104		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2705						LN		104		13		false		13                   Any comments from the public concerning				false

		2706						LN		104		14		false		14   these cancelations?				false

		2707						LN		104		15		false		15               (No response.)				false

		2708						LN		104		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2709						LN		104		17		false		17                   Motion is made by Representative				false

		2710						LN		104		18		false		18   Carmody; seconded by Ms. Malone.				false

		2711						LN		104		19		false		19                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		2712						LN		104		20		false		20               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		2713						LN		104		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2714						LN		104		22		false		22                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		2715						LN		104		23		false		23               (No response.)				false

		2716						LN		104		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2717						LN		104		25		false		25                   Motion carries.				false

		2718						PG		105		0		false		page 105				false

		2719						LN		105		1		false		 1               MR. USIE:				false

		2720						LN		105		2		false		 2                   That concludes the ITEP portion.				false

		2721						LN		105		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2722						LN		105		4		false		 4                   Thank you, Usie.				false

		2723						LN		105		5		false		 5                   Secretary Pierson.				false

		2724						LN		105		6		false		 6               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		2725						LN		105		7		false		 7                   Thank you for affording me a few moments				false

		2726						LN		105		8		false		 8   to make some brief remarks.  I think it's critically				false

		2727						LN		105		9		false		 9   important to keep this Board informed, so thank you for				false

		2728						LN		105		10		false		10   that opportunity.				false

		2729						LN		105		11		false		11                   Some excellence to report to you.  Since				false

		2730						LN		105		12		false		12   our last Board meeting, the Louisiana Department of				false

		2731						LN		105		13		false		13   Economic Development has undergone an extensive,				false

		2732						LN		105		14		false		14   year-long performance audit, financial audit, incentives				false

		2733						LN		105		15		false		15   audit, and we're also calling in our stakeholders for				false

		2734						LN		105		16		false		16   interviews in a process in compliance with the				false

		2735						LN		105		17		false		17   International Economic Development Council, and because				false

		2736						LN		105		18		false		18   of our excellence in terms of all of their evaluating				false

		2737						LN		105		19		false		19   categories, we were awarded an Accredited Economic				false

		2738						LN		105		20		false		20   Development Organization status today.  Louisiana is the				false

		2739						LN		105		21		false		21   only state in the nation that has that status in North				false

		2740						LN		105		22		false		22   America.  There are about 61 accredited economic				false

		2741						LN		105		23		false		23   development organizations.  Scott Martinez, North				false

		2742						LN		105		24		false		24   Louisiana Economic Partnership, is one of those.  We				false

		2743						LN		105		25		false		25   have some other partners around the state that are also				false

		2744						PG		106		0		false		page 106				false

		2745						LN		106		1		false		 1   accredited, but certainly reflects some excellence on				false

		2746						LN		106		2		false		 2   behalf of the staff, some of which you see here, but				false

		2747						LN		106		3		false		 3   many up on the 11th floor continue to perform in an				false

		2748						LN		106		4		false		 4   exemplary fashion.  I'm very proud of their efforts.				false

		2749						LN		106		5		false		 5                   And with that, we're also producing some				false

		2750						LN		106		6		false		 6   fantastic results.  We were awarded the Best Workforce				false

		2751						LN		106		7		false		 7   Development Training Program in the Nation for our				false

		2752						LN		106		8		false		 8   FastStart Program for the ninth time.  And I don't want				false

		2753						LN		106		9		false		 9   anyone to think that's just because you keep bowling a				false

		2754						LN		106		10		false		10   300, you stay at the top of the league.  This league				false

		2755						LN		106		11		false		11   changes all of the time.  Many states are pursuing very				false

		2756						LN		106		12		false		12   aggressive workforce programs, and we continue to be				false

		2757						LN		106		13		false		13   innovative with ours and serve the corporate community				false

		2758						LN		106		14		false		14   that we're seeking to attract, grow, retain here in our				false

		2759						LN		106		15		false		15   state.  And so, for the ninth time, to win what I refer				false

		2760						LN		106		16		false		16   to as a Superbowl trophy was certainly an outstanding				false

		2761						LN		106		17		false		17   accomplishment made possible by the resources afforded				false

		2762						LN		106		18		false		18   to us through the legislature and the Governor's support				false

		2763						LN		106		19		false		19   and leadership at many levels.				false

		2764						LN		106		20		false		20                   And, finally, that excellence is				false

		2765						LN		106		21		false		21   reported to us as well by Southern Business and				false

		2766						LN		106		22		false		22   Development Magazine, which did a very thorough review				false

		2767						LN		106		23		false		23   of performance of southern states in the 2017 timeframe,				false

		2768						LN		106		24		false		24   and Louisiana finished Number 2 in terms of the				false

		2769						LN		106		25		false		25   investment and job creation behind Kentucky.  So I'll				false

		2770						PG		107		0		false		page 107				false

		2771						LN		107		1		false		 1   translate that a little bit to tell you that we beat				false

		2772						LN		107		2		false		 2   Alabama.				false

		2773						LN		107		3		false		 3                   But I'm very proud of the organization				false

		2774						LN		107		4		false		 4   that I'm honored to lead, and I'm very appreciative of				false

		2775						LN		107		5		false		 5   this Board.  You are managing the tools that are the				false

		2776						LN		107		6		false		 6   foundation of our success.  We have a fantastic momentum				false

		2777						LN		107		7		false		 7   moving forward in this state right now.  We're on track.				false

		2778						LN		107		8		false		 8   We're heading in the right direction.				false

		2779						LN		107		9		false		 9                   Since January of '16, we have created				false

		2780						LN		107		10		false		10   more than 24,000 jobs and retained 16,000 jobs in our				false

		2781						LN		107		11		false		11   state.  We have more citizens working presently than				false

		2782						LN		107		12		false		12   ever before in our history.  That's in the north of				false

		2783						LN		107		13		false		13   2-million citizens employed.  We're seeing that				false

		2784						LN		107		14		false		14   employment growing in every SMA around the state.				false

		2785						LN		107		15		false		15                   We know we are not declaring mission				false

		2786						LN		107		16		false		16   accomplished.  Our work continues.  We still have				false

		2787						LN		107		17		false		17   communities that are struggling, communities that need				false

		2788						LN		107		18		false		18   more, but we're active in our outreach and community				false

		2789						LN		107		19		false		19   development activities and opportunities.  And we've				false

		2790						LN		107		20		false		20   seen also that Louisiana's GDP reached an annual rate of				false

		2791						LN		107		21		false		21   $251-billion, and that's also the highest in the state's				false

		2792						LN		107		22		false		22   history.				false

		2793						LN		107		23		false		23                   So a lot of things are going well for				false

		2794						LN		107		24		false		24   us, it's because of the support that we get here that				false

		2795						LN		107		25		false		25   we're able to continue that momentum.  And I would also				false

		2796						PG		108		0		false		page 108				false

		2797						LN		108		1		false		 1   acknowledge the support of the legislature in bringing				false

		2798						LN		108		2		false		 2   back the budget certainty that's so important.  And with				false

		2799						LN		108		3		false		 3   that, we've recently seen movie investors upgrade				false

		2800						LN		108		4		false		 4   Louisiana's financial outlook from what was negative to				false

		2801						LN		108		5		false		 5   now stable, and that resonates with corporations that				false

		2802						LN		108		6		false		 6   have succeeded in our state.  Again, much of those				false

		2803						LN		108		7		false		 7   contracts and incentive programs come across your desk				false

		2804						LN		108		8		false		 8   right here, and I'm greatly appreciative of that support				false

		2805						LN		108		9		false		 9   and the role that we're able to play in building a				false

		2806						LN		108		10		false		10   vibrant economy in our state.				false

		2807						LN		108		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2808						LN		108		12		false		12                   Thank you, Mr. Secretary.				false

		2809						LN		108		13		false		13                   Next we have other business, election of				false

		2810						LN		108		14		false		14   vice chair.				false

		2811						LN		108		15		false		15                   Don, you want to say something on this				false

		2812						LN		108		16		false		16   or...				false

		2813						LN		108		17		false		17               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		2814						LN		108		18		false		18                   As many of you may know, Senator Robert				false

		2815						LN		108		19		false		19   Adley was previously performing in the role of vice				false

		2816						LN		108		20		false		20   chair for the Board of Commerce and Industry.  You may				false

		2817						LN		108		21		false		21   not have been aware that we were going to consider this				false

		2818						LN		108		22		false		22   today.  We would want to be open with the process, so my				false

		2819						LN		108		23		false		23   suggestion might be that, unless the Board feels				false

		2820						LN		108		24		false		24   differently, that those that have an interest in serving				false

		2821						LN		108		25		false		25   as vice chair, make their interest known to Mr. Windham				false

		2822						PG		109		0		false		page 109				false

		2823						LN		109		1		false		 1   and we can bring back the candidate list at our next				false

		2824						LN		109		2		false		 2   meeting and the Board can decide on the determination of				false

		2825						LN		109		3		false		 3   who will serve as vice chair for the Commerce and				false

		2826						LN		109		4		false		 4   Industry Board.				false

		2827						LN		109		5		false		 5                   I'm seeing general agreement that that				false

		2828						LN		109		6		false		 6   may be the pathway forward.				false

		2829						LN		109		7		false		 7               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2830						LN		109		8		false		 8                   So, agreement with everyone?  Because it				false

		2831						LN		109		9		false		 9   did just come up.  You know, Dr. Wilson has been				false

		2832						LN		109		10		false		10   designated as the Governor's representative, but nobody				false

		2833						LN		109		11		false		11   had a chance to really think about it or talk about it				false

		2834						LN		109		12		false		12   prior to this meeting, so we'll do that.  We'll defer				false

		2835						LN		109		13		false		13   that action until next time.				false

		2836						LN		109		14		false		14                   All right.  With that, is there any				false

		2837						LN		109		15		false		15   other business anyone who wants to bring up?				false

		2838						LN		109		16		false		16                   Mr. Jones.				false

		2839						LN		109		17		false		17               MR. JONES:				false

		2840						LN		109		18		false		18                   Just one other comment.  I learned that				false

		2841						LN		109		19		false		19   Mr. Pierson has recently been named the World Trade				false

		2842						LN		109		20		false		20   Center of New Orleans Eugene Schreiber Award winner, and				false

		2843						LN		109		21		false		21   we want to congratulate you for that recognition.  And				false

		2844						LN		109		22		false		22   in the words of Eeyore, "It's just nice to be noticed				false

		2845						LN		109		23		false		23   sometimes," you know.				false

		2846						LN		109		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2847						LN		109		25		false		25                   There will be a luncheon in November, I				false
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Morning, everyone.· I'd like to call the


·3· ·Board of Commerce & Industry meeting for August 29th,


·4· ·2018 to order.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Daria Vinning, I'd like to welcome


·6· ·you to the Board.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·She's the replacement for Melissa, so,


·8· ·welcome to C&I.


·9· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


10· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


12· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.· Please call roll.


13· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


14· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· We have a Dr. Shawn Wilson on


15· ·behalf of Governor John Bel Edwards.


16· · · · · · · ·DR. S. WILSON:


17· · · · · · · · · ·Here.


18· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


19· · · · · · · · · ·Don Briggs on behalf of Lieutenant


20· ·Governor Billy Nungesser.


21· · · · · · · ·MR. BRIGGS:


22· · · · · · · · · ·Here.


23· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


24· · · · · · · · · ·Representative Devillier on behalf of


25· ·Represent Neil Abramson.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. DEVILLIER:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Here.


·3· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Mayor Glenn Brasseaux representing


·5· ·Thomas Carmody.


·6· · · · · · · ·MAYOR BRASSEAUX:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Here.


·8· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Yvette Cola.


10· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


11· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


12· · · · · · · · · ·Major Coleman.


13· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


14· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Rickey Fabra.


16· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


17· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Manuel "Manny" Fajardo.


19· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


20· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


21· · · · · · · · · ·Jerry Jones.


22· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


23· · · · · · · · · ·Here.


24· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Heather Malone.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MS. MALONE:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Here.


·3· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Senator Danny Martiny.


·5· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·6· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Charles "Robbie" Miller.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Here.


10· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Jan Moller.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Here.


14· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Senator Norbert Chabert on behalf of


16· ·Senator JP Morrell.


17· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


18· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


19· · · · · · · · · ·Secretary Don Pierson.


20· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


21· · · · · · · · · ·Present.


22· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:


23· · · · · · · · · ·Scott Richard.


24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


25· · · · · · · ·MS. VINNING:
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·1· · · ·Darrel Saizan.


·2· ·(No response.)


·3· ·MS. VINNING:


·4· · · ·Danny Schexnaydre.


·5· ·(No response.)


·6· ·MS. VINNING:


·7· · · ·Ronnie Slone.


·8· ·MR. SLONE:


·9· · · ·Here.


10· ·MS. VINNING:


11· · · ·Bobby Williams, Junior.


12· ·(No response.)


13· ·MS. VINNING:


14· · · ·Steve Windham.


15· ·MR. WINDHAM:


16· · · ·Here.


17· ·MS. VINNING:


18· · · ·Dr. Woodrow Wilson, Junior.


19· ·DR. W. WILSON:


20· · · ·Here.


21· ·MS. VINNING:


22· · · ·Twelve present.· We have a quorum.


23· ·MR. WINDHAM:


24· · · ·Thank you, Ms. Vinning.


25· · · ·I'd like to welcome Mr. Don Briggs and
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·1· ·Secretary Dr. Shawn Wilson to the Board.· I know you


·2· ·guys have been oriented on the process and procedures,


·3· ·and I see Dr. Wilson has his little handbook in case


·4· ·there's anything he needs to look up.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Also, I believe we have another lady,


·6· ·Ms. Tanita Gilbert-Baker, who has been appointed as a


·7· ·replacement for Millie Atkins, and she has not made it


·8· ·yet.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·And I would like to point out that


10· ·Senator Chabert has arrived.


11· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Did everyone have a chance


12· ·to read the minutes?


13· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion to approve the


14· ·minutes?


15· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Representative Carmody; seconded


16· ·by Jerry Jones.


17· · · · · · · · · ·Any questions, changes?


18· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


20· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


21· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


23· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Now we'll move on to Quality Jobs


·3· ·Program presented by Frank Favaloro.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· I have four Quality Jobs


·6· ·applications:· 20130129, Vivace Corporation, Orleans;


·7· ·20151264, Indorama Ventures Olefins, LLC, in Calcasieu;


·8· ·20161807, HR Nu Blu Energy, LLC in West Baton Rouge; and


·9· ·20170270, Total Quality Logistics, LLC in Orleans.


10· · · · · · · · · ·That conclude the new applications.


11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


12· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments from the public


13· ·concerning the new applications for the Quality Jobs


14· ·Program?


15· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


17· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board


18· ·members?


19· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


21· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion to approve?


22· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Mr. Slone; seconded by Mayor


23· ·Brasseaux.


24· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


25· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


·3· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·I have three renewal Quality Jobs


·8· ·applications:· 20130960, PPG Industries, Inc.,


·9· ·Calcasieu; 20110182, Greatwide Dedicated Transport III,


10· ·LLC in St. Tammany; 20131052, CPX Interactive, LLC,


11· ·Orleans.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments from the public


14· ·concerning these renewals?


15· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


17· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board


18· ·members?


19· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


21· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion to approve?


22· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Ms. Malone; seconded by


23· ·Representative Carmody.


24· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


25· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with "nay."


·3· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·We have one late renewal request.· The


·8· ·initial contract expired on 12/31 of '17.· Late renewal


·9· ·request was July 23rd of '18, and it expired at the end


10· ·of February, February 28th.


11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


12· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Is there a representative


13· ·from Dyno Nobel Louisiana Ammonia with us today?


14· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward identify yourself.


15· · · · · · · · · ·Please identify yourself.


16· · · · · · · ·MS. ELDER:


17· · · · · · · · · ·Hi.· My name is Heidi Elder from Dyno


18· ·Nobel.


19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


20· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Can you tell us why it was


21· ·late.


22· · · · · · · ·MS. ELDER:


23· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· Regrettably we had an eternal firm


24· ·that was handling a lot of these contracts.· They did


25· ·our initial registration for us.· We decided to
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·1· ·discontinue their services and hand it over to our


·2· ·already burdened tax department.· It did not go as


·3· ·smoothly as we had hoped, and regrettably we missed this


·4· ·very important deadline.· So we are here to ask that


·5· ·that be renewed and the penalties waived.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Generally the penalties have


·8· ·not been waived.· It's been the posture of this Board to


·9· ·not waive the penalties.


10· · · · · · · · · ·So with that, unless there are any


11· ·extenuating circumstances by the Board members.


12· · · · · · · · · ·Representative Carmody.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


14· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, sir.· Are you making that in the


15· ·form of a motion?


16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


17· · · · · · · · · ·I'm entertaining one, yes.


18· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


19· · · · · · · · · ·I consider that.


20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


21· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones.


22· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


23· · · · · · · · · ·Have they had any instances of being


24· ·late in the past?


25· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·We've had one application last year


·2· ·presented to the Board, and there was a 20 percent


·3· ·reduction, one year.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·So this is the second time it's been


·6· ·late?


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Not for this company, no, sir.· We've


·9· ·only had one Quality Jobs contract renewal that's been


10· ·late.


11· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


12· · · · · · · · · ·Let me make sure my question is clear.


13· · · · · · · · · ·Has this company ever been late?


14· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:


15· · · · · · · · · ·No, sir.


16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


17· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· So we have a motion on the


18· ·floor; second by Mr. Slone.


19· · · · · · · · · ·Any further discussion?


20· · · · · · · · · ·The motion is to restrict it by one


21· ·year, by 20 percent.


22· · · · · · · · · ·Any further discussions?


23· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


25· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."



http://www.torresreporting.com/





Page 13
·1· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


·4· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Heidi.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·We have three requests for change in


10· ·ownership for the following contracts:· 20131171, Murphy


11· ·Energy Corporation to NGL Energy Operating, LLC in East


12· ·Feliciana; 20110182, Greatwide Dedicated Transport III,


13· ·LLC to Cardinal Logistics Management Corporation in St.


14· ·Tammany; and 20151041, Pin Oak Holdings, LLC to Pin Oak


15· ·Organization, LLC, St. John the Baptist.


16· · · · · · · · · ·That concludes the change in ownership.


17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


18· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Are there any comments from


19· ·the public concerning the name changes for the Quality


20· ·Jobs Program?


21· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


23· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board?


24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Made by President Miller; seconded by


·2· ·Dr. Woodrow Wilson.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·I have two Dr. Wilsons up here, so there


·4· ·may be a little confusion once in a while, but I may


·5· ·call one of them Shawn.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


·7· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay".


10· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


12· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. FAVALORO:


14· · · · · · · · · ·That concludes QJ.


15· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


16· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Favaloro.


17· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have the Restoration Tax


18· ·Abatement Program presented by Ms. Becky Lambert.


19· · · · · · · ·MS. LAMBERT:


20· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· We have 11 new


21· ·applications to present.· First one is 20131308, 417


22· ·Royal Restaurant, LLC in Orleans:· 20170046, Academy


23· ·Real Estate, LLC, Orleans; 20161859, Bud Rip's, Orleans;


24· ·20120221, Echolstar Investments, LLC, Ouachita;


25· ·20141093, Hall Downtown, LLC, Ouachita; 20120286,
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·1· ·Michael Echols Enterprises, Ouachita; 20120938, Michael


·2· ·Echols Enterprises, Ouachita; 20121220, Michael Echols


·3· ·Enterprises, Ouachita; 20121281, Michael Echols


·4· ·Enterprises, Ouachita; 20161898, Third Floor Properties,


·5· ·Ouachita; 20180157, Troy D. Cheramie, Jefferson.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·This concludes the new applications for


·7· ·a total investments of $16,640,000.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Lambert.· And I assume


10· ·all of the documents supporting the projects are in


11· ·order and on file with the Department?


12· · · · · · · ·MS. LAMBERT:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· In fact, some of these


14· ·applications would have been presented at an earlier


15· ·time except that the resolutions had not come to the


16· ·Department, and upon investigation with the assessor's


17· ·office and the company, we learned that some of the


18· ·resolutions had not been sent.· They were assuming that


19· ·if one person sent it, then the other person sent it.


20· ·And until I received them completely from the local


21· ·governing authority representative, they don't come to


22· ·you.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


24· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you very much and good


25· ·job.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments from the public


·2· ·concerning the new applications for the Restoration Tax


·3· ·Abatement Program?


·4· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board?


·7· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion to approve them?


10· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Mr. Moller; seconded by Dr.


11· ·Shawn Wilson.


12· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


13· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


16· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


19· · · · · · · ·MS. LAMBERT:


20· · · · · · · · · ·We have one renewal application for


21· ·20120912, Vantage Health Plan, Inc. DBA Monroe


22· ·Development, LLC in Ouachita.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


24· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Are there any comments from


25· ·the public concerning the renewal of the Restoration Tax
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·1· ·Abatement Program?


·2· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Any comments from the Board?


·5· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Motion made by Dr. Woodrow Wilson;


·8· ·seconded by Representative Carmody.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


10· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


12· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with "nay".


13· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


16· · · · · · · ·MS. LAMBERT:


17· · · · · · · · · ·The last item for the Restoration Tax


18· ·Abatement Program is a name change request for a company


19· ·in St. Tammany Parish, 20161825, formerly named Abita


20· ·Guest House, LLC.· The new name is Abita Springs Hotel,


21· ·LLC.


22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


23· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments concerning the


24· ·name change for the Restoration Tax Abatement Program?


25· · · · · · · ·(No response.)
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board?


·3· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Motion made by Mayor Brasseaux; seconded


·6· ·by Mr. Slone.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


·8· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


10· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


11· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


12· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


14· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Lambert.


15· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have the Enterprise Zone


16· ·presented by Joyce Metoyer.


17· · · · · · · ·MS. METOYER:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· I have eight new


19· ·applications:· 20141171, Affinity Health Group, LLC,


20· ·Ouachita Parish; 20181190, Alder Hotel Partners, LLC,


21· ·Orleans Parish; 20150913, Capital City Produce, LLC,


22· ·East Baton Rouge Parish; 20151094, Monsanto Company &


23· ·Subsidiaries, St. Charles Parish; 20180722, Turner


24· ·Industries Group, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish;


25· ·20181931, Domain CAC, LLC, Orleans Parish; 20140958, Our
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·1· ·Lady of the Lake Ascension Community Hospital,


·2· ·Incorporated, Ascension Parish; and 20151193, Park 80


·3· ·Hotels, LLC, Ascension Parish.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Metoyer, and I assume all


·6· ·of their paperwork is in order for the program?


·7· · · · · · · ·MS. METOYER:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, sir.


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


10· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments from the public


11· ·concerning the new applications for the Enterprise Zone


12· ·Program?


13· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Any questions or comments from the Board


16· ·concerning any applications?


17· · · · · · · · · ·Representative Carmody.


18· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


19· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Chairman, just a quick one, and I'm


20· ·sure Mr. Secretary could probably address it, Monsanto,


21· ·640-million investment in St. Charles Parish for the


22· ·Enterprise, can you -- is there somebody here from


23· ·Monsanto to kind of give us an overview of what that


24· ·investment reflects?


25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify


·2· ·yourself.


·3· · · · · · · ·MS. BOATNER:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Rhonda Boatner with Didier Consulting.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Currently Monsanto is adding a new


·6· ·project called the Dicamba Project, and this spending is


·7· ·related to the necessary equipment to retrofit and have


·8· ·the existing facility be compatible with this new


·9· ·project that's happening.· So this just spending that


10· ·has occurred prior to the project, the new project


11· ·coming on board, so that's...


12· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


13· · · · · · · · · ·And the investment of the 640, that 640


14· ·has been spent or that's what's --


15· · · · · · · ·MS. BOATNER:


16· · · · · · · · · ·It's already been spent.


17· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


18· · · · · · · · · ·It has been sent?


19· · · · · · · ·MS. BOATNER:


20· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, it has.


21· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


22· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Thank you.


23· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Chairman.


24· · · · · · · ·MS. BOATNER:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Any other questions?
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Any other questions?


·3· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· The motion has been made by


·6· ·Mr. Slone; seconded by Representative Carmody.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye".


·8· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


10· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


11· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


12· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


14· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Metoyer.


15· · · · · · · ·MS. METOYER:


16· · · · · · · · · ·I have terminations:· 20130113, Belk,


17· ·Incorporated, Livingston Parish.· Existing contract


18· ·period September 1, 2013 through August 31 of 2018.· The


19· ·requested term date is August 31 of 2018.· The program


20· ·requirements have been met, and no additional jobs are


21· ·anticipated.


22· · · · · · · · · ·20151115, Walmart, Louisiana, LLC,


23· ·Orleans Parish.· Existing contract period July 31 of


24· ·2014 through July 30 of 2019.· The requested term date


25· ·is July 30 2017.· The program requirements have been


Page 22
·1· ·met, no additional jobs are anticipated.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·20141116, Walmart, Louisiana, LLC,


·3· ·Ouachita Parish.· Existing contract period July 31 of


·4· ·2014 through July 30 of 2019.· The requested term date


·5· ·is July 30 of 2017.· The program requirements have been


·6· ·met, no additional jobs are anticipated.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·20140155, Placid Refining Company, LLC,


·8· ·West Baton Rouge Parish.· Existing contract period is


·9· ·February 1 of 2014 through January 31 of 2019.· The


10· ·requested term date is July 31 of 2016, and the program


11· ·requirements have been met, no additional jobs are


12· ·anticipated.


13· · · · · · · · · ·20130808, Rapides Healthcare System,


14· ·LLC, Rapides Parish, and the existing contract period is


15· ·August 1, 2013 through July 31, 2018.· The requested


16· ·term date is July 30th -- I'm sorry -- is January


17· ·31,2016.· The program requirements have been met, no


18· ·additional jobs are anticipated.


19· · · · · · · · · ·20140988, Isidore Newman School, Orleans


20· ·Parish.· Existing contract period July 15, 2014 through


21· ·July 14, 2019.· The requested term date is March 15 of


22· ·2017.· The program requirements have been met, no


23· ·additional jobs anticipated.


24· · · · · · · · · ·20131409, Sai Deva, LLC, Jefferson


25· ·Parish.· The existing contract period is October 1, 2014
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·1· ·through September 30, 2019.· The requested termination


·2· ·date is September 30, 2017.· The program requirements


·3· ·have been met, no addition jobs are anticipated.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·20141542, Shaya Restaurant, LLC, Orleans


·5· ·Parish.· Existing contract is December 31, 2014 through


·6· ·December 30 of 2019.· That's a typo there on my part.


·7· ·And the requested term date is December 31 of '17.· The


·8· ·program requirements have been met, no additional jobs


·9· ·are anticipated.


10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


12· · · · · · · ·MS. METOYER:


13· · · · · · · · · ·There's one more.· I'm sorry.


14· · · · · · · · · ·20131082, Red Stick Armature Works, LLC,


15· ·West Feliciana Parish, and the existing contract period


16· ·is August 20 of 2013 through August 19 of 2018.· The


17· ·requested term date is June 30, 2016, and the


18· ·requirements have been met, no additional jobs are


19· ·anticipated.


20· · · · · · · · · ·That's it.


21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


22· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.


23· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments from the public


24· ·concerning the Enterprise Zone termination requests?


25· · · · · · · ·(No response.)
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board


·3· ·members?


·4· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion to approve?


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Dr. Woodrow Wilson; seconded by


·8· ·Mr. Slone.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


10· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


12· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


13· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


16· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.


17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


18· · · · · · · · · ·We have Hud Usie -- I have a hard time


19· ·with that name -- for the Industrial Tax Exemption


20· ·Program.· Pointing out there are pre-EOs, post-EOs and


21· ·post-EOs with 2018 rules.


22· · · · · · · · · ·Please proceed.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


24· · · · · · · · · ·We have four new pre-EEO applications:


25· ·20151795A, Blue Cube Operations, LLC, Iberville Parish;
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·1· ·20141008, Centric Pipe, LLC, Bossier Parish; 2014097A,


·2· ·ExPert Riser Solutions, LLC, Lafourche Parish; 20141117,


·3· ·YCI Methanol One, LLC, St. James Parish.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·All right.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Chairman, I need to recuse myself


·8· ·from any discussion or vote on Number 20141117, YCI


·9· ·Methanol One.


10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Please note that for the record that


12· ·Mr. Jones has recused himself from 20141117-A-ITE, from


13· ·YCI Methanol One, LLC.


14· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments from the public


15· ·concerning any of these applications?


16· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


17· · · · · · · · · ·We did have one that was filed late,


18· ·Centric Pipe, 20141008, is as noted.


19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


20· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a representative from Centric


21· ·Pipe with us today?


22· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify


23· ·yourself.


24· · · · · · · · · ·It was a late filing?


25· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Correct.


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Hi.· I'm Jack.· I'm from Centric Pipe.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·It was a late filing --


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·I'm sorry.· What's your name?


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. JACK:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Jack.


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


10· · · · · · · · · ·Jack.· I'm sorry.· Jack.· And also your


11· ·last name?


12· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Long, L-o-n-g.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Why were you late?


16· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:


17· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.· The filing's late because in 2014


18· ·we bought it from Northwest Pipe, and after that, we


19· ·outsourced our permit taxing to a outside consulting


20· ·firm.· And this next year, we wanted to bring it back,


21· ·and I'm going to do the property tax for the company.


22· ·And after I realized this contract has not been renewed,


23· ·because it has to be renewed each five years and that


24· ·the staff of the company before, maybe they forgot to


25· ·renew it, and now I catch it and I want to renew.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· This is a new application,


·3· ·though?


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·But they also have some renewals coming


·8· ·up.


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


10· · · · · · · · · ·So renewals also?


11· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


12· · · · · · · · · ·Correct.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


14· · · · · · · · · ·So does everyone understand what Jack is


15· ·saying?· They were late because they had outsourced it,


16· ·they brought it back in, they were late on the filing of


17· ·the original application.


18· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones, I believe you had a question.


19· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


20· · · · · · · · · ·Not yet.


21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


22· · · · · · · · · ·So with that, our practice has been to


23· ·restrict the application and contracts by one year when


24· ·they are late.· So with that, I'll entertain a motion.


25· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Dr. Wilson, Dr. Woodrow Wilson.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Miller, you have a question?


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·So they missed the whole first five-year


·4· ·term?


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·No.· It was due on March 31st of 2018


·7· ·and they filed that application on April 30th of 2018,


·8· ·so it would be a month.


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:


10· · · · · · · · · ·But the initial --


11· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


12· · · · · · · · · ·Oh, that's what they would -- that's the


13· ·penalty if y'all --


14· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:


15· · · · · · · · · ·On the initial five-year?


16· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


17· · · · · · · · · ·On the initial five-year application.


18· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:


19· · · · · · · · · ·And the assessor didn't pick it up on


20· ·the tax rolls.


21· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


22· · · · · · · · · ·No.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


24· · · · · · · · · ·We'll need to have that confirmed.


25· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·We did confirm with the assessors that


·2· ·these assets haven't been taxed.


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· They haven't paid taxes on them.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Any other questions?


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones.


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·So, Mr. Chairman, with the one-year


·9· ·penalty, essentially the five-year benefit becomes a


10· ·four-year benefit; is that correct?


11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


12· · · · · · · · · ·For the initial contract with the option


13· ·of a five-year renewal that is filed timely.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Long, you understand what we're


16· ·saying there what the one-year penalty means?


17· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.


19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


20· · · · · · · · · ·Do you understand?


21· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:


22· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


24· · · · · · · · · ·So it's a four-year contract instead of


25· ·five for the first one.


Page 30
·1· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·It will have the option for a five-year


·5· ·renewal, but that will also have to be filed timely or


·6· ·it will be imposed a penalty as well.


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· So after the five years, I need


·9· ·to renew it for another five years?


10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Correct, and you have to make that


12· ·renewal request before the contract expires.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:


14· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.


15· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


16· · · · · · · · · ·So contact Mr. Usie.


17· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Chairman?


19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


20· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· I'm sorry.· Representative


21· ·Carmody.


22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


23· · · · · · · · · ·I just want to clarify for myself, if


24· ·the gentleman then takes this four years, at what point


25· ·is he to express in writing his affirmation that he


Page 31
·1· ·wants to go for the next five?· Is there a deadline?


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Before the contract expires.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· So on the last date of the


·6· ·remaining four years, he has got to have notified --


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·So on the fourth year, the expiration


·9· ·year, it can be renewed anywhere between July 1st, but


10· ·no later than December 31st of that expiring year.


11· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


12· · · · · · · · · ·So six months prior.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


14· · · · · · · · · ·Six months prior.


15· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


16· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.· I just want to make sure


17· ·that he was aware.


18· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


19· · · · · · · · · ·So I'm going to get even further in the


20· ·weeds.· So if the application is filed 2018, so four


21· ·years will be 2022; is that correct?


22· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


23· · · · · · · · · ·It goes by the project ending year.


24· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·So it would be 2017.


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·2017?


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·December 31st, 2017 was the project


·7· ·period.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·So plus four years.


10· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Four years.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


13· · · · · · · · · ·So it will be 2021.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Correct.


16· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


17· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Good.· Thank you.


18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


19· · · · · · · · · ·Any further questions?


20· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


22· · · · · · · · · ·We have a motion on the table and it was


23· ·seconded by Dr. Shawn Wilson.


24· · · · · · · · · ·Any further comments from the Board?


25· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Just be clear to be clear, it's the


·2· ·acceptance of the three applications, and the fourth


·3· ·application by Centric Pipe being restricted by one


·4· ·year.


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Correct, that is the motion, noting that


·7· ·Mr. Jones has recused himself from the YCI Methanol One


·8· ·action.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


10· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


12· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with "nay."


13· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.· Thank you, Mr.


16· ·Secretary.


17· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have seven post-EEO applications


19· ·following under 2017 rules, and we do have one that


20· ·needs to be deferred.· That's 20170003, Procter and


21· ·Gamble Manufacturing Company in Rapides Parish.


22· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


23· · · · · · · · · ·So moved.


24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Motion had been made to defer.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a second?


·2· · · · · · · · · ·By Dr. Woodrow Wilson.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor of the deferral, indicate


·4· ·with an "aye."


·5· · · · · · · ·(Several member respond "aye.")


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with "nay".


·8· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


10· · · · · · · · · ·Deferral carries.


11· · · · · · · · · ·Please proceed.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


13· · · · · · · · · ·20180147, Iris Solar, LLC, Washington


14· ·Parish; 20181946, K&B Machine Works, LLC, Terrebonne


15· ·Parish; 20170177, Packing Corporation of America,


16· ·Beauregard Parish; 20161851, Packaging Corporation of


17· ·America, Beauregard Parish; 20161623, Packaging


18· ·Corporation of America, Beauregard Parish; 20180142,


19· ·Taminco US, LLC in Iberville Parish.


20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


21· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any comments from the public


22· ·concerning the post-EO applications that are being


23· ·requested for exemption under the 2017 rules?


24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board?


·2· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Just to comment, this would be the


·4· ·Board's passage of the programs under the eight-year


·5· ·program, which is five at 100 percent and three at 80.


·6· ·All of these applications have a full complement of


·7· ·their local bodies included in their application


·8· ·process.· So the resolutions are all complete with their


·9· ·applications.


10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Secretary.


12· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Miller.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:


14· · · · · · · · · ·On the Packaging Corporation in


15· ·Beauregard, there's the three and there's no permanent


16· ·new jobs.· Is that the compelling reason for retention?


17· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.


19· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:


20· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


22· · · · · · · · · ·Any additional questions or comments


23· ·from the Board members?


24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion to approve?


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Mr. Miller; seconded by Mr.


·3· ·Moller.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


·5· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


·8· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


10· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


11· · · · · · · · · ·Please proceed.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have four post-EO --


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, Mr. Briggs.


16· · · · · · · ·MR. BRIGGS:


17· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Chairman, on Item Number 7, when we


18· ·move to that section, I have a comment on one of them,


19· ·if I may.


20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


21· · · · · · · · · ·All right.


22· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Mr. Usie, please proceed.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


24· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have four post-EO applications


25· ·under 2018 rules:· 20170103, A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., East
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·1· ·Carroll Parish; 20170103A, A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., East


·2· ·Carroll Parish; 20170254, Exxon Mobil Corporation, East


·3· ·Baton Rouge Parish; 20180145, St. James Solar, LLC, St.


·4· ·James Parish.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·And the first application, 20170103 for


·6· ·A.O.U.O.P.S. was filed late as well.


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· So noted.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a representative from


10· ·A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc. with us today?


11· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify


12· ·yourself.


13· · · · · · · · · ·Can you tell us why you were late?


14· · · · · · · · · ·Identify yourself, please.


15· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:


16· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· I'm Will Shumate.· I'm


17· ·from A.O.U.O.P.S. Inc., East Carroll Parish.


18· · · · · · · · · ·I believe the reason that our


19· ·application was late was due to change in rules.· We


20· ·originally were going to apply under the previous rules,


21· ·and we decided to apply under the 2018 rules and I would


22· ·assume that is why our application was late.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


24· · · · · · · · · ·So I have to bring an attorney up to


25· ·answer this one.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Right.


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Please identify yourself.


·5· · · · · · · ·MS. BOURGEOIS:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Tam Bourgeois for LED.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Just to clarify, was it making your


·8· ·decision as to whether to go under the 2017 or 2018


·9· ·rules?


10· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:


11· · · · · · · · · ·With advisement from our attorney, yes,


12· ·ma'am.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


14· · · · · · · · · ·I think we may need to defer that one.


15· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


16· · · · · · · · · ·It was my understanding that they just


17· ·were confused about the due date because the application


18· ·was filed before the new set of rules.


19· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:


20· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· I don't know about the deadline.


21· ·All of the paperwork is handled by Josh, my accountant,


22· ·and everything.· He did make me aware of the new set of


23· ·rules, but, you know, we had already, I guess, filled


24· ·our application and included.


25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· I'd like to entertain a motion to


·2· ·defer this so that staff can look into it a little bit


·3· ·further because I don't definitely want to penalize you,


·4· ·and I know this Board doesn't want to penalize you if


·5· ·it's something that you shouldn't be penalized for.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Right.· Certainly, sir.· I really


·8· ·Appreciate it.


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


10· · · · · · · · · ·Dr. Woodrow Wilson has made the motion


11· ·to defer, and seconded by Ms. Malone to defer the first


12· ·one.


13· · · · · · · · · ·Kristen, do you have something to say or


14· ·add?


15· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:


16· · · · · · · · · ·The rules do state that the Board


17· ·"shall" penalize for a late-filed application, and I


18· ·believe it was late because they were not aware that an


19· ·application is due within 90 days of any portion of


20· ·their project being complete.· This is the first phase.


21· ·As it was complete, they didn't know they had to file an


22· ·application for the first phase, and they were waiting


23· ·to file it for the entire project.· And at the time we


24· ·notified them they were already late, so that's why the


25· ·first phase is filed late.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Mr. Jones.


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·I'm in favor of deferring it.· And, I'm


·5· ·sorry, I did not hear your name.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Will, Will Shumate.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Shumate, we're going to likely defer


10· ·this to the next meeting.· When you come back, would you


11· ·bring whomever is responsible for filing these so they


12· ·can speak a little bit more authoritatively as to what


13· ·was going on inside the company?


14· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Certainly.


16· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


17· · · · · · · · · ·We like to hear from the company instead


18· ·of from the staff because, frankly, that's hearsay.· We


19· ·want to hear what was really going on.· And, again, we


20· ·don't want to penalize unnecessarily, but, at the same


21· ·time, the rules say what the rules say, and we want to


22· ·be sure we're walking that line.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:


24· · · · · · · · · ·Right, correct.


25· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Just to be clear, Mr. Jones, I am part


·4· ·of the company.· I have an ownership.


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·I understand, but you apparently don't


·7· ·understand this issue.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·I will have the accountant here for the


10· ·application.


11· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


12· · · · · · · · · ·We need the people here that can answer


13· ·questions.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Any questions or comments from the Board


16· ·concerning of the first A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., Number


17· ·20170103?


18· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


19· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


20· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor of the deferment, indicate


21· ·with an "aye."


22· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


24· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


25· · · · · · · ·(No response.)
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, sir.· The first one is


·4· ·deferred.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·We're going to take action on the second


·6· ·one.


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. SHUMATE:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Thank you, sir.


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


10· · · · · · · · · ·So I have some cards for one of the


11· ·applications here.· Exxon Mobil Corporation.


12· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Briggs.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. BRIGGS:


14· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, I'd like to comment on this real


15· ·quick.


16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


17· · · · · · · · · ·Let me get comments from the public


18· ·first, and then the Board gets their opportunity.


19· · · · · · · ·MR. BRIGGS:


20· · · · · · · · · ·I apologize.· I'm a baby member.


21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


22· · · · · · · · · ·That's all right.


23· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Is there any questions from


24· ·the Board members before the public comments?


25· · · · · · · · · ·So first we have Stephanie Cargile.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify


·2· ·yourself.· I have a blue sheet.


·3· · · · · · · ·MS. CARGILE:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Hi.· I'm Stephanie Cargile with Exxon


·5· ·Mobile.· And, Steve, may I bring up our plant manager,


·6· ·Angela Zeringue?


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Absolutely.


·9· · · · · · · ·MS. CARGILE:


10· · · · · · · · · ·She also had a card in.


11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


12· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.


13· · · · · · · · · ·Welcome.· Please identify yourself.


14· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Angela Zeringue.· I am the plant manager


16· ·of the Exxon Mobil Baton Rouge Polyolefins Plant.


17· · · · · · · · · ·So the project in front of us today is a


18· ·potential expansion of our propylene facilities in the


19· ·Gulf Coast.· So I think most of you may have read or


20· ·heard about what Exxon Mobil is calling a "Growing the


21· ·Gulf Initiative," so a $20-million investment of over 10


22· ·years.· This is a part of that.


23· · · · · · · · · ·We're in the evaluation stages, hoping


24· ·to make a funding decision by the end up the year, so


25· ·today is a very important step for us in terms of the
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·1· ·economic analysis of that investment.· If we're able to


·2· ·bring the project to Baton Rouge, it would double the


·3· ·capacity of the existing polypropylene facility in the


·4· ·plant, essentially building a second line with


·5· ·additional capability in terms of polypropylene


·6· ·products, which are, in a myriad of applications, most


·7· ·notably, for this potential new line, it would serve the


·8· ·automotive market in a large part, which allows us to


·9· ·have advanced products that help with fuel efficiency,


10· ·light-weighting cars and improving safety, et cetera.


11· · · · · · · · · ·So we're very excited about the


12· ·potential.· It brings 45 -- according to the


13· ·application, or consistent with the application, I


14· ·should say, at least 45 new permanent Exxon Mobil


15· ·positions at the plant, but in addition to that, there's


16· ·a minimum of 20 permanent contractor positions that


17· ·would be needed to serve to support that new facility.


18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


19· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you, Ms. Zeringue.


20· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any questions?


21· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Moller.


22· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:


23· · · · · · · · · ·I guess you kind of answered my


24· ·question, but the application says 45 new permanent


25· ·jobs.· The advanced notice talks about 40 estimated new
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·1· ·jobs, and then in the explanation, it talks about 60 new


·2· ·local jobs, and so the discrepancy has to do with the


·3· ·permanent Exxon jobs versus the contractor jobs?


·4· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Correct.· So let me clarify.· There's


·6· ·permanent positions to run the facility once it would


·7· ·start up, which we would hope we would have in place by


·8· ·the middle of 2021, and that's the 65, 45 minimum Exxon


·9· ·Mobil and 20 contract.· And then during peak


10· ·construction, there's 600 construction jobs, which is


11· ·also noted on that application.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Right.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Moller.


16· · · · · · · · · ·Any there any other questions or


17· ·comments from the Board members?


18· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


19· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Briggs wants to speak, and then I'll


20· ·ask to make some comments as well.


21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


22· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Briggs.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. BRIGGS:


24· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· This is a project that gives and


25· ·keeps on giving.· It's one of those that will give for
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·1· ·many decades.· We're in such competition with our states


·2· ·to the west of us and some to the east of us, and this


·3· ·is the kind of project that gives and it does so much.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, it's a big job for Mr. Secretary


·5· ·and all of your key members to have the local people


·6· ·informed, and, you know, governments, and they all need


·7· ·to be a part of the project.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


10· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Briggs.


11· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Secretary.


12· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


13· · · · · · · · · ·I just want to make some comments


14· ·relative to the project and also some instructive


15· ·comments just as the Board moves forward.


16· · · · · · · · · ·As you see, this is a request under the


17· ·2018 rules, which means that the change has occurred, is


18· ·now effective, that your approval of this project will


19· ·place it with a 10-year exemption at 80 percent.· So on


20· ·day one, this plant will begin to contribute to the


21· ·local community through the millages collected, and that


22· ·was a decision that I applaud because Exxon chose to


23· ·move forward in that fashion.


24· · · · · · · · · ·Certainly the Governor's in support of


25· ·this project.· We understand the magnitude of what
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·1· ·Mr. Briggs points out.· Certainly we know that the


·2· ·numbers that you talked about, Mr. Moller, you made a


·3· ·good point, and I think it's also got some instructive


·4· ·elements to it.· Our advanced notifications are always


·5· ·estimates.· So when that number changed, it changed on


·6· ·Exhibit A, which is now attached formally and is the


·7· ·formal commitment to the community and the state, so


·8· ·that's what now we see as the commitment that's listed


·9· ·on your list.


10· · · · · · · · · ·So you are correct to point that out.


11· ·My point is simply to say that that was one of the areas


12· ·that we sought to improve is that if you see the


13· ·advanced notification online, certainly it is the


14· ·thought and the best thinking available by the company


15· ·of a proposed project of what they will do, but when


16· ·Exhibit A comes before you, is the full commitment and


17· ·carries that as a performance objective going forward.


18· · · · · · · · · ·So thank you to our Exxon colleagues for


19· ·the confidence to reinvest in our state.· We know that


20· ·we are still in a competition.· This is what's called a


21· ·front-end contract with the Board given that it gets


22· ·local approval, and once that front-end contract is in


23· ·place, it gives us the opportunity to represent this tax


24· ·abatement formally to the corporation.· Without that, it


25· ·remains as a zero in the matrix under consideration and
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·1· ·allows distinct advantages to states that would also


·2· ·like to receive this type of investment.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·So appreciate your opportunity just to


·4· ·give you some overview and understanding of one of the


·5· ·first applications to be considered by the Board under


·6· ·the 2018 rules, which became effective on the 20th of


·7· ·August.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Secretary.


10· · · · · · · · · ·So this puts us in the position to


11· ·secure the operation should this Board and the state and


12· ·the locals support the project?


13· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


14· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· By the terms of the rules, this


15· ·will now be noticed to the assessor, the school board,


16· ·the parish commission and the sheriff.· Their responses


17· ·to that will then be noted, and a final and formal


18· ·decision will be rendered.· And that decision is what


19· ·Exxon will, I presume, represent to their board of


20· ·directors.


21· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:


22· · · · · · · · · ·That is correct.· Our preliminary


23· ·meetings start in October, so today is step one toward


24· ·being able to have an answer of what we'll include in


25· ·the economic analysis.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you, Mr. Secretary.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Slone.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. SLONE:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·So, yes, I would like to thank my new


·6· ·colleague over there, Mr. Briggs, for his comments, and


·7· ·being a newbie, I've been there before.· It's okay,


·8· ·brother.· We'll talk you through it.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·But, also, Secretary's comments.· The


10· ·thing that is important to me is I grew up in North


11· ·Baton Rouge, and to know that this project is in North


12· ·Baton Rouge and some of the other things that Exxon


13· ·Mobil is doing in North Baton Rouge as corporate


14· ·citizens, one in particular is their resource center,


15· ·Small Business Resource Center.· We know that if we


16· ·drive down Scenic Highway, it's sort of desolate next to


17· ·your facility, but to put some folks and some investment


18· ·into the community with reference to getting small


19· ·businesses up and running.


20· · · · · · · · · ·The training program that's in North


21· ·Baton Rouge for the skilled labor that's going to be


22· ·needed not only for your facility, but other surrounding


23· ·facilities, is important.


24· · · · · · · · · ·I just want to highlight the fact that


25· ·there's great value to what you're bringing to the table
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·1· ·as well as increased investment, as the Secretary


·2· ·mentioned.· And I kind of like your process where you're


·3· ·putting this whole thing through several hoops, if you


·4· ·will, and giving us an opportunity to, as the community,


·5· ·hear from you throughout, because it's my understanding


·6· ·that you've had some meetings over, what, probably a


·7· ·year and a half.


·8· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Correct.


10· · · · · · · ·MR. SLONE:


11· · · · · · · · · ·And the heads have been nodding yes,


12· ·this is great, but north Baton Rouge needs this, and I'm


13· ·telling you that.· My charge to you is that there's


14· ·going to be a need for some hand holding.· Folks are not


15· ·used to things such as this, and we have to encourage


16· ·and get people to the table to apply for the jobs, to go


17· ·through the training.· So whatever you can do to add


18· ·additional resources to ensure that we've got some case


19· ·management, if you will, that's probably the best way I


20· ·can present that, because North Baton Rouge needs it.


21· ·So I applaud your efforts in this project.


22· · · · · · · ·MS. CARGILE:


23· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Slone.
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·1· · · · · · · · · · Senator Chabert.


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. CHABERT:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Chairman.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·You had alluded to permanent independent


·5· ·subcontractors that are going to be involved in the


·6· ·operations.· Can you repeat those numbers?


·7· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· So a minimum of 20 additional


·9· ·long-term positions, permanent positions, which will be


10· ·contractors primarily in the packaging area of the


11· ·facility.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. CHABERT:


13· · · · · · · · · ·And you're estimating increase obviously


14· ·with a plant expansion of services that may already be


15· ·provided to the plant currently with the subs and --


16· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:


17· · · · · · · · · ·It's similar.· Yes, it's similar.


18· · · · · · · ·MR. CHABERT:


19· · · · · · · · · ·Because that's, often in this Board, and


20· ·even in the legislature, we focus on direct and indirect


21· ·jobs, and sometimes that's sort of a big guy, little


22· ·guy.


23· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:


24· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.


25· · · · · · · ·MR. CHABERT:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·I'm 5'10", 5'9", so --


·2· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·We don't want to talk about how tall I


·4· ·am.


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. CHABERT:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·I like the medium-sized guy, and I say


·7· ·all the time, you know, Exxon being one of the plants


·8· ·along the river, one of the examples where the big guy


·9· ·really does have a presence in the state, permanent


10· ·presence.


11· · · · · · · · · ·Quite often people mistake that as


12· ·thinking that Louisiana is an oil and gas state, when in


13· ·reality we are a oil and gas service state, and the


14· ·overwhelming majority of the companies in this state are


15· ·those folks in the middle that are providing the


16· ·services, whether it's the shipyard, constructing


17· ·something or, we just talked about, Representative


18· ·Carmody and I, about machine shop and how much that


19· ·plays into the economy.· So while we may not see the ROI


20· ·reflected directly here; all right, we're going to see


21· ·it in those 60 and $70,000 jobs that are going to


22· ·increase due to an investment in this size.


23· · · · · · · · · ·So I hope we're successful.· I do think


24· ·this is a positive step for the state.


25· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Appreciate the support.· And that's a


·2· ·really good point.· The 20 is obviously within the fence


·3· ·line.· You're speaking to the indirect jobs throughout


·4· ·the community, and a 10-to-1-type ratio is what the


·5· ·studies show for your industry, so...


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Senator.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Representative Carmody.


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


10· · · · · · · · · ·And one last question for Secretary,


11· ·that is that the 80 percent reduction -- or, excuse me,


12· ·the 80 percent over a 10-year period, that should place


13· ·us hopefully in at least some sort of competitive


14· ·advantage with our surrounding Gulf Coast states, or at


15· ·least right there in about what they are offering, so


16· ·that the Exxon Mobils of the world can evaluate what


17· ·benefits they get by coming to the Pelican State versus


18· ·going somewhere else.


19· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


20· · · · · · · · · ·That's correct.· And the new program was


21· ·designed to help us get a faster response providing more


22· ·certainty to the companies, and that can occur.· And at


23· ·the 80 percent abatement, we are not number one, but we


24· ·remain in a very competitive position.


25· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


Page 54
·1· · · · · · · · · ·Excellent.· I just want to make sure.


·2· ·Thank you.


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Representative.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Miller.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Just to be very, very clear, Exxon is


·8· ·still competing within Exxon to have this plant built in


·9· ·Baton Rouge; correct?


10· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Correct.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:


13· · · · · · · · · ·And there's not just one other


14· ·competitor inside of Exxon, there's multiple competitors


15· ·within Exxon?


16· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:


17· · · · · · · · · ·That is correct, and the analysis will


18· ·look at all factors, this being one of them, in terms of


19· ·what is the optimal investment to grow our polypropylene


20· ·production.


21· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:


22· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.


23· · · · · · · · · ·If it's appropriate, I would like to


24· ·make a motion that we move this.


25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·All three of them?


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, it is appropriate to make a motion.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a second?


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Seconded by Mr. Slone.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any other questions from the


·9· ·Board?


10· · · · · · · · · ·I have some other cards, though.· Don't


11· ·get lost yet.


12· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· Are there any other comments or


13· ·questions from the Board for Ms. Zeringue or Ms.


14· ·Cargile?


15· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


17· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


18· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:


19· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


21· · · · · · · · · ·And we are definitely in support of your


22· ·project.· Louisiana is the place to do this project, and


23· ·we hope this is a good indicator to you as well as to


24· ·our communities that we support this project.


25· · · · · · · ·MS. ZERINGUE:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Appreciate that support.· Thank you.


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Next I have Mr. Rick Kearny.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify


·7· ·yourself.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. KEARNY:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·It may take a while.


10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


11· · · · · · · · · ·You want me to put you in the cue while


12· ·I have another person come up?


13· · · · · · · ·MR. KEARNY:


14· · · · · · · · · ·No.


15· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


16· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.


17· · · · · · · ·MR. KEARNY:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· My name is Rick Kearny,


19· ·and I'm the 2018 Chair for the Baton Rouge Area Chamber,


20· ·and I just wanted to come and heartily endorse the


21· ·application for Exxon for the ITEP.


22· · · · · · · · · ·Exxon has been a great corporate partner


23· ·in Baton Rouge.· It's grown along with Baton Rouge.· My


24· ·dad worked for Exxon for 40 years, so I'm well aware of


25· ·the economic impact it has with direct jobs.· And then
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·1· ·if you look at, as they pointed out, auxiliary companies


·2· ·who service Exxon, we've got some very large,


·3· ·high-employed companies that owe at least a part of


·4· ·their success to Exxon.· So, you know, I certainly


·5· ·endorse it from that aspect.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·I'm also on several charitable boards,


·7· ·the Salvation Army, I've been on the Food Bank Board,


·8· ·and I've seen the impact also that Exxon has on that.


·9· ·So I certainly want to encourage the approval of it.  I


10· ·think it's important to upgrade facilities and add


11· ·facilities to stay efficient.· So I appreciate your, you


12· ·know, your positive vote.· Thank you.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


14· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Kearny.


15· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any questions for Mr. Kearny


16· ·from the Board members?


17· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


19· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you, sir.


20· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have Ms. Joyce James.


21· · · · · · · · · ·Please come forward and identify


22· ·yourself.


23· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Saizan just joined us.


24· · · · · · · ·MS. JAMES:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· How is everyone?
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· Doing well.


·3· · · · · · · ·MS. JAMES:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·My name is Joyce James, and I serve as


·5· ·the Director of Good Work Network, SBA Women's Business


·6· ·Center.· We're located in New Orleans and in Baton


·7· ·Rouge.· And to be accurate, I'd like to kind of read


·8· ·from my statement this morning because I'm going to give


·9· ·you some numbers and I want to be accurate.· Okay?


10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


11· · · · · · · · · ·All right.


12· · · · · · · ·MS. JANES:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· So we were founded in 2001 to


14· ·serve as catalysts for the minority and women-owned


15· ·businesses, and that success -- through that success, we


16· ·target our work through coaching, technical assistance


17· ·and training, and our client base is 86 percent minority


18· ·and 67 percent female.· We've helped to launch and


19· ·strengthen more than 2,000 women, minority-owned


20· ·businesses, thus creating and sustaining more than 5,000


21· ·jobs.


22· · · · · · · · · ·In 2010, we launched Connect Works.


23· ·Connect Works was launched to assist qualified minority


24· ·and women-owned businesses in securing contract


25· ·opportunities, and since participating in our Connect
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·1· ·Works Program, the small businesses have reported over


·2· ·200 contracts awarded totalling over 60-million in


·3· ·value.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·We know how important this kind of


·5· ·economic development project is to small businesses we


·6· ·work with.· Many of the contractors, vendors and service


·7· ·suppliers in our community depend on manufacturing


·8· ·industry, which drives so much of our local economy.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·I ask that you support this project and


10· ·those like it to improve the economic opportunities for


11· ·the small businesses we serve.· So I thank you for


12· ·supporting Exxon in this application.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


14· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. James.


15· · · · · · · · · ·Does any of the Board members have any


16· ·questions for Ms. James?


17· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


19· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you for your comments.


20· · · · · · · ·MS. JAMES:


21· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you.


22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


23· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have Mr. John Overton.


24· · · · · · · ·MR. OVERTON:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· I'm John Overton.· I want
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·1· ·to voice support for this project from -- I'm a small


·2· ·business owner, and Exxon is not a client, but many of


·3· ·my clients are small businesses that serve companies


·4· ·like Exxon or serve companies that have Exxon as their


·5· ·client.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·The other indirect benefits are family


·7· ·members of people who work at Exxon that Exxon brings


·8· ·into our community, children of people who, like Rick


·9· ·Kearny, a child of an Exxon employee for 40 years,


10· ·spouses.· These are all great assets to our company, and


11· ·when we -- and to our community.· When we bring in that


12· ·type of investment, it brings in a whole lot -- the


13· ·"drag" is what we call it.· It's awesome dragging.· It's


14· ·the type of thing that, sure, I'd love to have Exxon as


15· ·a client, but I would -- the great fit for me are


16· ·companies that are stable and strong that serve


17· ·companies like Exxon and bring with them family members


18· ·that also invest in our community.


19· · · · · · · · · ·So just short and sweet, support from


20· ·the small business community, and we're grateful that


21· ·they're looking at us.


22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


23· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


24· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any questions from the Board


25· ·members for Mr. Overton?
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·1· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, sir.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Last blue card that I have, it's from


·5· ·Adam Knapp.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify


·7· ·yourself.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. KNAPP:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Windham.· Adam Knapp.


10· ·I'm the President and CEO of the Baton Rouge Area


11· ·Chamber.· It's a pleasure to be here today.


12· · · · · · · · · ·As you've heard from a lot of folks,


13· ·this is an important project for our region.· BRAC is


14· ·the regional economic development organization for the


15· ·nine parish area, and also we work under contract with


16· ·East Baton Rouge on economic development work.


17· · · · · · · · · ·I convey to you the Mayor President's


18· ·support for this project.· She has sent her


19· ·communication to the company that she is also in support


20· ·of the project, joining Governor Edwards for his support


21· ·of the project.


22· · · · · · · · · ·A few points that haven't been brought


23· ·about.· I think it's important to note that Exxon came


24· ·to Baton Rouge 110 years ago, almost 110 years ago, and


25· ·really helped define the economy of the State of
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·1· ·Louisiana and the capital region of the State of


·2· ·Louisiana, and you can look across the ecosystem, that


·3· ·the supply chain around Exxon, and see what 110 years of


·4· ·having an incredible driver like Exxon in our economy


·5· ·has done and the ripple effects of the companies that it


·6· ·has created that have been around for just about as long


·7· ·as Exxon has creating jobs and creating economies of


·8· ·their businesses in other states as they have grown from


·9· ·the bases of that company.


10· · · · · · · · · ·This represents probably the largest


11· ·investment that Exxon has made in Louisiana and in Baton


12· ·Rouge in well over a decade, possibly well longer than


13· ·that.· These are hard projects to go after and secure.


14· ·We know that, having seen this for many years, how


15· ·difficult it is to have major corporations that have


16· ·been here for many years continue to make major


17· ·investments in your community.


18· · · · · · · · · ·In many ways, it's also a poster child,


19· ·I think, for the new ITEP rules to show that this is a


20· ·project we want to compete for and win.· It creates new


21· ·jobs in our community, creates spin-off effects, "drag,"


22· ·as Mr. Overton described it, and those are things we


23· ·want to continue to be competitive for.


24· · · · · · · · · ·As you heard from Ms. Zeringue, we see


25· ·many opportunities for future investments in a company
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·1· ·that seeks to make great investments across the Gulf


·2· ·Coast of the United States because of the great climate


·3· ·that we have for energy in America right now, and we


·4· ·don't want to put ourselves at a disadvantage to loose


·5· ·out that the Capital Region or Louisiana can compete for


·6· ·these kinds of projects.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·And I'll just echo what you've already


·8· ·heard.· Exxon has continued to be a great corporate


·9· ·citizen across non-profits, across communities in which


10· ·they operate, investments in training, investments in


11· ·our citizens to get them access to the jobs and the


12· ·careers that this will be creating.


13· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you for your consideration.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any questions for Mr. Knapp?


16· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Knapp.


19· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any other comments from the


20· ·attendees of the public?


21· · · · · · · · · ·I have one comment.


22· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify


23· ·yourself.


24· · · · · · · ·MR. JACOBS:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Good morning.· My name is Rinaldi
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·1· ·Jacobs.· I'm the Executive Director of the Baton Rouge


·2· ·North Economic Development District.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·We have a direct impact and input with


·4· ·Exxon Mobil and its effects on North Baton Rouge.· As


·5· ·we're going through a new renaissance in North Baton


·6· ·Rouge, in not just industrial development, but job


·7· ·training, focus, getting people to come back to North


·8· ·Baton Rouge, as Mr. Slone has always alluded to.· We


·9· ·want to make sure that this body understands the


10· ·importance of not just of Exxon and the simple job


11· ·creation, but the multiplier effect of jobs that it


12· ·provides in North Baton Rouge.· But not only that, Exxon


13· ·has committed a sin in this community.· I always tease


14· ·them that their sin is they don't talk enough about all


15· ·of the good things that they do in the community.· Our


16· ·organization, Baton Rouge North Economic Development


17· ·District, has benefitted directly with our relationship


18· ·with Exxon, and it helps small business owners as well.


19· · · · · · · · · ·These small business owners in North


20· ·Baton Rouge, while they may not always directly have


21· ·business with Exxon, they certainly benefit from the


22· ·multiplier effect.· The only way that we're going to


23· ·cure the poverty of North Baton Rouge is with employment


24· ·and investment.· Period.· Point blank.· Simple.· So


25· ·let's not make this situation very complicated.· Many of
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·1· ·us live, work, worship, send our kids to public schools,


·2· ·as I did, in North Baton Rouge, and I hope that my sons


·3· ·will send their children to school, as we are doing, in


·4· ·North Baton Rouge.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·So Exxon has been a part of the STEM


·6· ·Program and many, many, many things, and we just hope to


·7· ·reform them to make them tell more about what they're


·8· ·doing in the community.· The great American comedian


·9· ·Will Rogers said, "It ain't bragging if you can do it."


10· ·Exxon is doing it, so we're here to brag on their


11· ·involvement in North Baton Rouge.


12· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


14· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any questions for Mr. Jacobs?


15· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


17· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


18· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Are there any other comments


19· ·from the public?


20· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


22· · · · · · · · · ·Any other questions or comments from the


23· ·Board members?


24· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Chairman, before we vote, is there
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·1· ·somebody here from St. James Solar, please?


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify


·4· ·yourself.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Identify yourself.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. GROBERG:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·I'm David Groberg with Sunchase Power,


·8· ·owners of St. James Solar.


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. FERGUSON:


10· · · · · · · · · ·Will Ferguson with Sunchase Power.


11· · · · · · · ·MR. LEONARD:


12· · · · · · · · · ·Jimmy Leonard with Advantous Consulting.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


14· · · · · · · · · ·In deference to Senator Chabert's


15· ·comments about being the middle guy, it's tough being


16· ·the $30-million project when you've got Exxon on the


17· ·agenda, and I just wanted to say that there are


18· ·communities in this state that if someone came and


19· ·announced a $30-million project, they name streets after


20· ·you.· So I didn't want you to feel as though you were


21· ·being ignored, which we thank you.· We appreciate your


22· ·investment in St. James Parish as well.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. FERGUSON:


24· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.· We appreciate your


25· ·support.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. GROBERG:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.· We definitely


·3· ·appreciate it.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Any other comments?


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Scared you, didn't it?


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones, I was going to point that out


10· ·that we're not just -- this is not just an Exxon show.


11· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· So we do have a motion on


12· ·the floor with a proper second for the approval of three


13· ·Industrial Tax Exemptions under the 2018 rules.


14· · · · · · · · · ·Any other comments from the Board


15· ·members?


16· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


18· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


19· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


21· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


22· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


24· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


25· · · · · · · · · ·Ms. Zeringue, go back and tell corporate
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·1· ·that we want this project.· This Board is in full


·2· ·support of it, and if you need the body to do anything


·3· ·as you work your way through the process, if you'll let


·4· ·me know, I will get all of these individuals on your


·5· ·side.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Mr. Secretary, you got a


·7· ·question or comment?


·8· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·No.


10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Please proceed, Mr. Usie.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have 43 renewals, one which


14· ·requested withdrawal is 20140 --


15· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


16· · · · · · · · · ·Let me ask this:· First all of, these


17· ·renewals were timely filed?


18· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


19· · · · · · · · · ·Timely-filed renewals.


20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


21· · · · · · · · · ·They're all in compliance with


22· ·everything that they're supposed to be, they're strictly


23· ·renewals.· I believe someone may have had a question


24· ·about the renewal process that was with us today in


25· ·the -- from the public.
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·1· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·No?· So I would be willing to entertain


·4· ·a -- oh, we have one that's withdrawn?


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·I have one that needs to be withdrawn.


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Oh, I'm sorry.


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


10· · · · · · · · · ·It's the 20140505, Bradken, Inc. in


11· ·Tangipahoa.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


13· · · · · · · · · ·So moved to withdraw.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Motion has been made for


16· ·deferral or to withdraw -- withdrawn.· So it doesn't


17· ·need a motion.


18· · · · · · · · · ·With that one, y'all, is there a motion


19· ·to approve these in globo?


20· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Dr. Wilson; seconded by Mr.


21· ·Slone.


22· · · · · · · · · ·Any comments or questions from the Board


23· ·concerning the in globo approval of these renewals?


24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


·2· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


·5· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Chairman, I think this might be the


10· ·appropriate time that I could ask the Secretary to help


11· ·me.


12· · · · · · · · · ·Members, I think, for those of you that


13· ·came on the Board with the new administration, each of


14· ·us received a report that showed the total value of the


15· ·tax exemptions that the State of Louisiana had given


16· ·broken out by the 64 parishes.· And what I had asked the


17· ·Secretary to hopefully discuss right now would be access


18· ·to that information so that each of us that live in our


19· ·individual parishes, mine Caddo, that I could pull the


20· ·information up and hopefully for 2017, I would think


21· ·would be the last year, to be able to access that


22· ·information and see what my governmental entities have


23· ·given away in exemptions total against the parish.


24· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Invested in the --
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·I'm sorry.· Invested.· That's a better


·3· ·way to put it.


·4· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·I thank you for that opportunity.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Clearly we have additional education


·7· ·support to conduct, and I'm very pleased and proud of


·8· ·where we are as a agency, Louisiana Economic


·9· ·Development, in that lane of transparency.· For a number


10· ·of years now, and I appreciate that it's more maybe


11· ·widely known in the economic development community,


12· ·where practitioners were out there across our state, our


13· ·regional organizations, and, also, as you see,


14· ·representing some of the companies that outsource their


15· ·documentation to various consulting firms.· They do a


16· ·great job and act as facilitators to move a high volume


17· ·of paperwork through the system that comes to you after


18· ·it's been formally vetted and all of the legal elements


19· ·are present, and we're proud of the quality that we


20· ·produce and bring here.


21· · · · · · · · · ·To see these documents, for many years,


22· ·we have a segment of the Louisiana website where you


23· ·click on the "Incentives" tab and go to "Fastlane."


24· ·Now, when you first see this screen, it may intimidate


25· ·you because it asks you to sign in.· You only really
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·1· ·have to sign in for certain kinds of information.· You


·2· ·just click on that screen, and you will next see a


·3· ·search window and you can search in any parish with the


·4· ·various programs.· And as practitioners, this is


·5· ·something that we do commonly.· I may be invited to a


·6· ·speaking engagement in Northeast Louisiana, so I'll go


·7· ·to Ouachita and click "Advanced Notifications" or


·8· ·"Contracts," and they will come up.· And they're very


·9· ·readily visible, and there's great ways to do that.


10· · · · · · · · · ·In a continuing effort to take the


11· ·department towards paperless status, which will also


12· ·allow for faster approvals as things move from Louisiana


13· ·Economic Development perhaps over to the Division of


14· ·Administration and go through certain acknowledgements


15· ·that we have to have in the state, we have invested to


16· ·bring around a Fastlane 2.0.· We call it "NextGen," Next


17· ·Generation, internally.· We have had some comments from


18· ·our practitioner audience.· Certainly there's a small


19· ·learning curve that's associated with any changeups, and


20· ·we're doing a soft opening in that we wanted this


21· ·interaction with the folks that typically use Fastlane


22· ·now so that if there were any bugs, we could discover


23· ·those and correct those before we do a major


24· ·announcement about our rollout.· But it is ready and


25· ·available, and I look forward to the opportunity.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·I've instructed our Business and


·2· ·Incentive staff to get ready to move around the state to


·3· ·our eight regions and conduct educational seminars that


·4· ·demonstrate these fantastic features that are part of


·5· ·this upgraded software program.· And certainly we'll, I


·6· ·think as you've pointed out, it's very important that


·7· ·our elected officials also know or their staff know how


·8· ·to access this kind of information.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Very powerful tool.· Very appropriate to


10· ·have the public transparency around these projects.


11· ·We're proud of these projects.· They are doing what we


12· ·look for them to do, and that is to build a vibrant


13· ·economy in our state.· So we look forward to working


14· ·with you.· Certainly we can do one-on-one.· I want to


15· ·make this opportunity available to the Board members


16· ·here as well.· You govern these contracts and


17· ·engagements, so very important that if you have any


18· ·questions, you could immediately go to this location and


19· ·get answers.


20· · · · · · · · · ·That doesn't take it off the table that


21· ·the staff will also be responsive to you and your


22· ·inquiries.· We'll generate the requested documents any


23· ·time, but just knowing that for you or members of the


24· ·public that have an interest in looking at this


25· ·information, it's all very readily available and
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·1· ·transparent.


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.· My point to the Secretary


·4· ·was that education certainly is power, and now that


·5· ·we're empowering the local officials to be able to


·6· ·discern if they want to proceed this way, the more they


·7· ·understand all of the different facets of the equation


·8· ·of getting the work done.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, sir.


10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Secretary, correct me if I'm wrong,


12· ·I believe the staff will be doing webinars in the


13· ·future?· You know, if I'm jumping ahead --


14· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


15· · · · · · · · · ·No, you're correct.· We're going to


16· ·design a layered approach where if you missed a seminar


17· ·that we conduct in your region, there's still one way


18· ·that you can get the training.· That will be through a


19· ·webinar.


20· · · · · · · · · ·Already posted with us are a set of


21· ·instructions designed to be very simple and very


22· ·helpful.· So we're doing our very best to not hide this


23· ·information, but to make it readily available,


24· ·user-friendly and comprehensive.


25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·I assume those webinars will be


·2· ·available for everyone, including the public, everyone?


·3· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Exactly.· And we'll be announcing that


·5· ·in the near future.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you, Mr. Secretary.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· With that divergence, we now


·9· ·have renewals.


10· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Late renewals.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Late renewals.· I'm sorry.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


15· · · · · · · · · ·We have 12 late renewals, one which


16· ·requested to be deferred, 20120511, Weatherford U.S.,


17· ·LP, Lafayette Parish.


18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


19· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion for the deferral?


20· · · · · · · · · ·So motioned by Secretary Shawn Wilson;


21· ·seconded by Mr. Slone.


22· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


23· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


25· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."
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·1· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Deferral is approved.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·20130167, Boise Packaging & Newsprint,


·6· ·LLC, Beauregard Parish, initial contract expiration,


·7· ·December 31st, 2017, renewal request date August 2nd,


·8· ·2018; 20130640, Boise Packaging & Newsprint, LLC,


·9· ·Beauregard Parish, initial contract expirations


10· ·12/31/17, renewal request August 2nd, 2018; 20130641,


11· ·Boise Packaging & Newsprint, LLC, Beauregard Parish,


12· ·contract initial expiration date 12/31/2017, renewal


13· ·request date August 2nd, 2018; 20130642, Boise Packaging


14· ·& Newsprint, LLC, Beauregard Parish, initial contract


15· ·expiration 12/31/2017, renewal request date August 2nd,


16· ·2018.


17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a representative from Boise


19· ·Packaging & Newsprint with us today?


20· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


22· · · · · · · · · ·I repeat, is there a representative from


23· ·Boise Packing & Newsprint, LLC with us?


24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones.


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·I move to deny the request for renewal.


·4· · · · · · · ·DR. S. WILSON:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Question.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Dr. Wilson.


·8· · · · · · · ·DR. S. WILSON:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Not taking issue with the motion, just a


10· ·procedural question.· With these late renewals, are they


11· ·communicated to be here or is there an expectation that


12· ·when they submit it that they show up?


13· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


14· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Usie.


15· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


16· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, they are -- we give notification


17· ·that the application will be presented to the Board and


18· ·will be discussed with the companies.· We also let them


19· ·know it's important for them to attend if there's any


20· ·questions.


21· · · · · · · ·DR. S. WILSON:


22· · · · · · · · · ·Is this an end-all and be-all for


23· ·somebody who's submitting a renewal?· Is this their only


24· ·opportunity to have a renewal?· Can they come back and


25· ·ask again if I vote to support the motion to --
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·You can defer it.


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. S. WILSON:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Defer?


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Slone.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. SLONE:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·So, Mr. Jones, you were saying deny?


10· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· I'm actually moving to deny, and


12· ·just so for those who may be new to the game, a late


13· ·renewal is -- there are reasons for late renewals and,


14· ·but this, what we've attempted to do on this Board is


15· ·help people understand that, especially the ITEP


16· ·exemption, is what we perceive to be a very valuable


17· ·benefit the state is giving, and there are certainly


18· ·reasons for being late, but when, A, it is late, and, B,


19· ·the company has been notified of this meeting, and, C,


20· ·they've chosen not to be here to explain why it's late,


21· ·it's very difficult for at least this member of the


22· ·Board to grant a lot of grace and mercy when they had


23· ·every opportunity to, A, do it right, and, B, come


24· ·explain why they didn't.


25· · · · · · · · · ·So with that said, that's where at least
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·1· ·this Board member stands.


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Secretary.


·4· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·I have a question for the staff.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Are their tax applications being handled


·7· ·by a consulting firm or have they taken it internal to


·8· ·their corporation?


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


10· · · · · · · · · ·It's internal.· And, also, if it is


11· ·denied today, they also have an opportunity to appeal


12· ·the denial at the next Board meeting.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


14· · · · · · · · · ·Dr. Wilson.


15· · · · · · · ·DR. S. WILSON:


16· · · · · · · · · ·I support his comments.· I was just


17· ·asking for clarification.


18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


19· · · · · · · · · ·Not a problem.· We welcome all


20· ·questions, sometimes ad nauseam.


21· · · · · · · · · ·Dr. Woodrow Wilson.


22· · · · · · · ·DR. W. WILSON:


23· · · · · · · · · ·I think you need a second; right?


24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


25· · · · · · · · · ·We do need a second.
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·1· · · · · · · ·DR. W. WILSON:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Second.


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Motion has been seconded.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Mr. Miller.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Has Boise Packaging & Newsprint had any


·8· ·renewals under this Board?· Would you know that?


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


10· · · · · · · · · ·I don't believe so.· They had their new


11· ·application with their PCA Corporation.· It's possible


12· ·they just left and thought that they were done once that


13· ·new application went through and someone was here.  I


14· ·can't confirm that.


15· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


16· · · · · · · · · ·They did have someone here?


17· · · · · · · ·MR. MILLER:


18· · · · · · · · · ·In this world, it's pretty known that


19· ·this is the action that we take.· I was just -- okay.


20· ·Thank you.


21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


22· · · · · · · · · ·Any other questions or comments from the


23· ·Board?


24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·There's a motion on the floor with a


·2· ·proper second.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Representative Carmody.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·I certainly agree with the firing a shot


·6· ·across the bow to anybody that does not come before this


·7· ·body when they're asking for our consideration.· That


·8· ·being said, I just wanted to clarify, it seems like in


·9· ·the past that what we've done is when they were late


10· ·like this, we would penalize a business one-year penalty


11· ·on that renewal, and I would think that maybe under


12· ·appeal, I would be amenable to consider that, but I


13· ·think today we send a signal as the Board that this type


14· ·of failure to comply with the request is not going to be


15· ·tolerated.


16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


17· · · · · · · · · ·That is correct.


18· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones.


19· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


20· · · · · · · · · ·One reason, frankly, for my motion is


21· ·that I think our standard is one year per one month


22· ·late, and they're eight months late.· That would be


23· ·eight years get knocked off the exemption, for all


24· ·intents and purposes.


25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·So noted.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Motion on the floor.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Any other comments from the public?


·4· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


·7· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


10· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


12· · · · · · · · · ·Boise Cascade (sic) is denied.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


14· · · · · · · · · ·Next is 20081221, Centric Pipe, LLC,


15· ·Bossier Parish, initial contract expiration 12/31 of


16· ·2015, renewal request date 5/15 of 2018; 20081221A,


17· ·Centric Pipe, LLC, Bossier Parish, initial contract


18· ·expiration 12/31 of 2016 and renewal request date May


19· ·15th, 2018.


20· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


21· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a representative from Centric


22· ·Pipe with us today?


23· · · · · · · · · ·Please step forward and identify


24· ·yourself.· Speak slowly for me.


25· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Hi.· I'm Jack Long.· I'm from Centric


·2· ·Pipe.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·The reason for those contracts that are


·4· ·late is because, like I explained before, we bought


·5· ·Northwest Piping in 2014, and then we continue operation


·6· ·now Centric Pipe, but it was Northwest Pipe.· And at


·7· ·that time, we basically -- we kind transferred these two


·8· ·contracts from Northwest Pipe into Centric Pipe name.


·9· ·And then after that, the company outsourced the property


10· ·tax services using the CPA firm, and then the CPA firm


11· ·did not renew it for us and the company didn't know.


12· ·And now I found out that those contracts, I talked with


13· ·Hud and they said nobody's renewed it, and now I want to


14· ·renew those contracts.


15· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


16· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Thank you, Mr. Jack.


17· · · · · · · · · ·Are there any questions from the Board


18· ·members concerning this late renewal?


19· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:


20· · · · · · · · · ·So just a question.· So your exemption


21· ·that expired three and a half years ago, have you been


22· ·paying property taxes in those three and a half years?


23· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


24· · · · · · · · · ·They have not.· I can answer.· We got


25· ·with the assessor and I had -- the company spoke with
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·1· ·the parish assessor and we got it in writing that


·2· ·confirmed that no taxes have been paid since that


·3· ·expiration date for both contracts.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· So if we do, let's say, a


·6· ·three-year penalty, does that mean there's going to be


·7· ·an effort to collect those property taxes that they


·8· ·should have been paying because they didn't have an


·9· ·exemption?


10· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


11· · · · · · · · · ·I don't believe so.· That would be with


12· ·the assessor.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:


14· · · · · · · · · ·Well, this is $150,000 a year in


15· ·property taxes that they should have been paying because


16· ·there's no exemption in place.· I mean, that seems like


17· ·it would pay for a lot of school teachers and municipal


18· ·employees in Bossier Parish.· I mean, how do we get that


19· ·money back?


20· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:


21· · · · · · · · · ·The tax assessor can go back up to three


22· ·years to collect taxes.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:


24· · · · · · · · · ·It's up to local tax assessor to decide


25· ·whether they want to recover the money that Bossier
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·1· ·Parish is owed?


·2· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Well, I want clarify that.· I look at


·8· ·the paperwork of the CPA firm.· They use a different


·9· ·approach.· They use a customizer, which is customized to


10· ·only capture what we have, but that number match with


11· ·the separate contracts.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Is the CPA firm still working for you?


16· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:


17· · · · · · · · · ·No.


18· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


19· · · · · · · · · ·Good.


20· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:


21· · · · · · · · · ·We decided to do it ourself.


22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


23· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· So everyone understands


24· ·where we are, they have two contracts.· One is three


25· ·years late.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Three and a half.


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·So basically they would lose four years.


·5· ·So there could be one more year under exemption for one


·6· ·of them.


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Chairman, again, if you look up at


·9· ·the top of the page, apparently our standard has been we


10· ·reduce by one year for each calendar month that it's


11· ·late.


12· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:


13· · · · · · · · · ·That's a "may" in the rules.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


15· · · · · · · · · ·I understand.


16· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:


17· · · · · · · · · ·But then typically at the last meetings


18· ·y'all --


19· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


20· · · · · · · · · ·That's what been done.


21· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:


22· · · · · · · · · ·No.· Y'all have been reducing by a year


23· ·for every year or portion of a year.


24· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Got it.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·That's how we've been treating it.· For


·3· ·each year that they're late, they've been reduced by a


·4· ·year.


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Got it.


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·So the first one was three and a half


·9· ·years late.


10· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Two and a half years late.· The 2015


12· ·one?


13· · · · · · · · · ·Two and a half after December 31st.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·I was using your number.


16· · · · · · · · · ·Two and a half years late, so that would


17· ·be a three-year reduction staying with what we have been


18· ·doing.


19· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


20· · · · · · · · · ·A year or a portion of a year, so that


21· ·would be correct.


22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


23· · · · · · · · · ·So it would be two years left on the


24· ·contract.


25· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·So if it expired in 2015, or the initial


·2· ·expiration, if y'all approved it today, it would


·3· ·expire -- it would have expired last December.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Last year.


·6· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Correct.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Right.


10· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:


11· · · · · · · · · ·So it would have been taxable for '18,


12· ·but they just don't want the assessor to go back and tax


13· ·them for '17, '16 and '17.· That's why they're renewing


14· ·this.


15· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:


16· · · · · · · · · ·But the assessor, if we --


17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Moller.


19· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:


20· · · · · · · · · ·If we do a three-year penalty, then the


21· ·assessor can go back --


22· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:


23· · · · · · · · · ·They can tax this year, correct, 2018.


24· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· But could they tax 2016 and 2017?
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·1· · · · · · · ·MS. CHENG:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·No, because you'd be approving with a


·3· ·three-year penalty.· It would have typically been a


·4· ·five-year renewal, and you're taking off 2020, 2019,


·5· ·2018.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. MOLLER:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·So my thoughts are is that this contract


10· ·have exemption through the end of this year, and that


11· ·will, you know, keep you from having to pay back taxes,


12· ·but after that, the exemption is over for that specific


13· ·contract.· I think that's the only way you're going to


14· ·be able to handle it.· And from a legal perspective, I


15· ·don't -- you know, I guess that takes you out of the


16· ·statute of limitations and you can't go -- the assessors


17· ·couldn't go back.· I think that's the only way to handle


18· ·this one.


19· · · · · · · · · ·Any other thoughts from any other


20· ·smarter people?


21· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


22· · · · · · · · · ·Since I don't qualify, I won't make any.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


24· · · · · · · · · ·Dr. Wilson.


25· · · · · · · ·DR. W. WILSON:
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·1· · · · · · · · · · Can we restate what...


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.· I think we're going to have to do


·4· ·these individually, I think, because we have two


·5· ·situations here.· One where effectively the penalty


·6· ·creates an expired contract, but if we allow the


·7· ·contract to be in place, would that preclude the


·8· ·assessor from going back and pursuing taxes?


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


10· · · · · · · · · ·Do we have a motion, Mr. Chairman?


11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


12· · · · · · · · · ·I think we have a motion to --


13· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


14· · · · · · · · · ·I don't think we have a motion.


15· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


16· · · · · · · · · ·No, we don't have a motion yet.· We have


17· ·discussion.


18· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones.


19· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


20· · · · · · · · · ·I'll make a motion that on the first


21· ·one, which is 20081221, Centric Pipe, and just to be


22· ·clear, the investment is $21,626,000, I move that we


23· ·grant the renewal, but with a three-year penalty.


24· · · · · · · ·DR. W. WILSON:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Second.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Motion has been made and seconded,


·3· ·three-year penalty on it, so that means it would have


·4· ·enjoyed two years worth of exemptions.


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·That's correct.


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Which would be '16 and '17, so they owe


·9· ·taxes for this year.


10· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


13· · · · · · · · · ·All right.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


15· · · · · · · · · ·And, Mr. Chairman, in my world, that's


16· ·about as good as we can do.


17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


18· · · · · · · · · ·I'm fine with it.


19· · · · · · · · · ·Any other questions or comments on that


20· ·one?


21· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


23· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Motion has been made and


24· ·seconded.


25· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


Page 92
·1· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·All oppose with a "nay."


·4· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·That motion carries.


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Then I'll make a motion for the second


·9· ·one, if you don't mind, Mr. Chairman, which is


10· ·20081221-A, which is Centric Pipe, and, again, the


11· ·investment is $1,968000, and as I appreciate it, the


12· ·expiration date was 12/31/2016, so I would move that we


13· ·grant the renewal, but with a two-year penalty.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Motion has been made by Mr. Jones;


16· ·seconded by Dr. Woodrow Wilson.


17· · · · · · · · · ·Any further comments from the public?


18· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


20· · · · · · · · · ·Questions from the Board members?


21· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


22· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


23· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


24· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


·2· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·And I know the attorneys will work this


·6· ·out at the office.· Thank you.


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. LONG:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


10· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Next we have Century


11· ·Marketing Solutions.· Please proceed.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


13· · · · · · · · · ·20130737, Century Marketing Solutions,


14· ·LLC, Ouachita Parish, initial contract expiration 12/31


15· ·of 2017, renewal request date July 31st of 2018.


16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


17· · · · · · · · · ·Representative, please identify


18· ·yourself.


19· · · · · · · ·MS. MANN:


20· · · · · · · · · ·Melissa Mann with CenturyLink, and this


21· ·was simply an administrative oversight on our part.· We


22· ·flagged this in our system for the wrong renewal date,


23· ·so we fixed that as quickly as we could.· And we


24· ·understand the Board's policy for the one-year penalty,


25· ·and we don't object to that.


Page 94
·1· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·So moved.


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Motion made by Secretary Carmody;


·5· ·seconded by Mr. Slone.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Any comments or questions?


·7· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


10· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


12· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


13· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


16· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Mann.


17· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have 2013474, 20130475, 20130476


19· ·and 20130477, all Cornerstone Chemical Company in


20· ·Jefferson Parish.· All of expiration dates were 12/31 of


21· ·2017, and all four of them were received on March 21st,


22· ·2018.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


24· · · · · · · · · ·Please identify yourself.


25· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Hi.· I'm Linzi Bowman.· I'm the Credit


·2· ·and Tax Manager for Cornerstone Chemical Company.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·I disagree with the lateness of my


·4· ·contracts.· When I contacted Kristen on the 15th of July


·5· ·of 2017, I was notified from my e-mail that I could not


·6· ·renew my contracts via e-mail, which was the previous


·7· ·policy.· I mailed the documentation end of July, early


·8· ·August, contacted them back at the end of January of


·9· ·2018, early February, and was told they never received


10· ·my contracts.· So immediately I told her I had support


11· ·documentation for my contracts, supplied that


12· ·documentation to them and was told it was incomplete


13· ·because it did not have the affidavit of the contracts.


14· · · · · · · · · ·In the previous years, the affidavits


15· ·were not required until after the contracts were


16· ·approved.· So I feel, as a company, I don't feel I


17· ·should be penalized for the year for being and


18· ·communicating with both of them.


19· · · · · · · · · ·I've worked for Cornerstone for the last


20· ·eight years and have supplied all of the documentation


21· ·timely to them.· I just received my 2014 contract copies


22· ·from them in order to do the Project Completion Reports


23· ·and the Affidavit of Final Cost.· I don't receive my


24· ·documentation from them timely, and I feel I should not


25· ·be penalized for that.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·So when you say you received the


·3· ·affidavit, which affidavit was that?· Was that the


·4· ·Affidavit of Final Cost?


·5· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·When you renew the contracts, you have


·7· ·to have an affidavit, which is notarized, that you on


·8· ·behalf of the company have acknowledged that you've


·9· ·provided all of the documentation.


10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· That affidavit.


12· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, sir.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Kristen, can you help us?


16· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


17· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· We asked -- we spoke with Linzi


18· ·and asked her to provide us any documentation she had of


19· ·proof from the postal service that would use that stamp


20· ·date for saying that she sent it in 2017, like she said


21· ·she did in August.· She provided us a copy of the


22· ·package that she sent, but there was no postmark date


23· ·from the postal service.· That's from a Pitney Bowes


24· ·machine that you run through it to pay for it with the


25· ·company, but there's no stamp saying it was sent on this
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·1· ·date and we just didn't receive it.· That's what we're


·2· ·looking for.· She didn't send it with a tracking number.


·3· ·We asked for that.


·4· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·And I am going forward, just so you


·6· ·know.


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·She did going forward, she has going


·9· ·forward, and now with NextGen and everything going


10· ·online, so hopefully the mail problem will be solved.


11· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:


12· · · · · · · · · ·Yeah.· And I think it's just a


13· ·misunderstanding, and I apologize for not contacting


14· ·right after, but we moved off site, was receiving some


15· ·of my mail, not receiving some of my mail.· Like, I


16· ·didn't receive any notification from them that they


17· ·didn't receive my renewal.· I contacted them.· I mean,


18· ·previously, in the past, Ms. Lori would have contacted


19· ·me if she didn't receive it because I made the effort to


20· ·renew the contracts.· So I understand it's a


21· ·miscommunication probably on both of us, but I did my


22· ·best to supply my documentation and my support.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


24· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones, do you have a question?


25· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·It appears to me that the staff is


·2· ·technically correct.· I mean, we have a situation here


·3· ·where they've followed the rules.· However, it would


·4· ·also, unless you sent it certified mail return receipt


·5· ·requested, it would be difficult to prove the postmark


·6· ·because you don't get the postmark until it's gone to


·7· ·the post office.


·8· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Absolutely.


10· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


11· · · · · · · · · ·And so I think the staff is doing what


12· ·it needs to do, and I think it's appropriate -- that's


13· ·the reason we have a board.


14· · · · · · · · · ·And this is one of those situations


15· ·where I feel it would be appropriate to grant the


16· ·renewal without a penalty, and I so move.


17· · · · · · · ·MR. CHABERT:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Second.


19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


20· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Motion has been made to


21· ·approve this with no consequence; seconded by Senator


22· ·Chabert, I believe.


23· · · · · · · · · ·Any other questions or comments from the


24· ·Board members regarding this one?


25· · · · · · · ·(No response.)
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Any other comments from the public?


·3· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. SLONE:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·I'm sorry.


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Slone.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. SLONE:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·I appreciate your comments, and the


10· ·whole idea is you follow up on something that's


11· ·important to your organization --


12· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, sir.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. SLONE:


15· · · · · · · · · ·-- may be ensuring -- and I'm not trying


16· ·to poke a finger in your eye, but it seemed like you


17· ·poked a finger in the staff's eye.· So in defense of the


18· ·staff, I think, you know, you have a responsibility


19· ·also, and that is to ensure that you, whether it's


20· ·something that you sign for in the mail, FedEX, whatever


21· ·you call for, but it's important for us to follow up


22· ·because I did hear you say you sent something in July or


23· ·August, but you didn't follow up until January.· So


24· ·just --


25· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·Yes, sir.· And I'm certifying everything


·2· ·going forward.· I realize, I mean, a lot of the issues


·3· ·is probably with the mail service, so I am trying to


·4· ·prevent that from happening.· And I do communicate with


·5· ·both -- you know, both of them on pretty much any basis


·6· ·I have questions.


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. SLONE:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


·9· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:


10· · · · · · · · · ·You're welcome.


11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


12· · · · · · · · · ·Any other comments?


13· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Slone.


14· · · · · · · · · ·Any other comments?


15· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


16· · · · · · · · · ·In NextGen you'll be able to do this


17· ·electronically and submit your signature online.


18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


19· · · · · · · · · ·Which has been a long time coming.


20· ·Since 1992 at least.


21· · · · · · · ·MS. BOWMAN:


22· · · · · · · · · ·Yes.· Very favorable.


23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


24· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· All in favor, indicate with


25· ·an "aye."
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·1· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


·2· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


·4· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.· All renewals for


·7· ·Cornerstone are approved in full.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·And that concludes the late renewals.


10· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


11· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Usie.


12· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Next we have name changes.


13· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


14· · · · · · · · · ·We have one change in name, United WELD


15· ·Operations, LP, 20150189-A in Livingston Parish requests


16· ·the name to be Epic Piping, LLC.


17· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


18· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Any comments from the public


19· ·concerning the name change?


20· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


22· · · · · · · · · ·Questions or comments from the Board?


23· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Is there a motion to approve the name
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·1· ·change?


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Representative Carmody; seconded


·3· ·by Ms. Heather Malone.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


·5· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


·8· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


10· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


11· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


12· · · · · · · · · ·We have one change in location only:


13· ·Epic Piping, LLC, 20150834, previous location 1352


14· ·Choctaw Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70805, East Baton


15· ·Rouge Parish, new location 28445 South Frost Road,


16· ·Livingston, Louisiana 70754 in Livingston Parish.


17· · · · · · · ·MR. CARMODY:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Motion to approve.


19· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


20· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Any comments from the


21· ·public?


22· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


24· · · · · · · · · ·Motion has been made by Representative


25· ·Carmody; seconded by Senator Chabert.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


·2· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


·5· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


·8· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


·9· · · · · · · · · ·We have nine transfers of tax exemption:


10· ·Albemarle Corporation, 20081302, 20081301-A, 20090945,


11· ·20101199, 20111253, 20130012, 20140008, 20145162 and


12· ·20152058 in East Baton Rouge Parish.· The new owner is


13· ·W.R. Grace & Co.


14· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


15· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Any comments from the public


16· ·concerning the transfers?


17· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


19· · · · · · · · · ·Motion has been made by Senator Chabert;


20· ·seconded by Dr. Woodrow Wilson.


21· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


22· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


23· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


24· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


25· · · · · · · ·(No response.)
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·We have five cancelation requests:


·5· ·Houston Plating & Coatings, 20111111, 20150319 and


·6· ·20160819 in Lafayette Parish.· Company requests


·7· ·cancelation due to plant closing for business as of


·8· ·March 31st, 2016.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·CVD, Incorporated, 20110369 and 20120735


10· ·in Iberia Parish.· Company requests cancelation due to


11· ·taxes being paid and company being sold.


12· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


13· · · · · · · · · ·Any comments from the public concerning


14· ·these cancelations?


15· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


16· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


17· · · · · · · · · ·Motion is made by Representative


18· ·Carmody; seconded by Ms. Malone.


19· · · · · · · · · ·All in favor, indicate with an "aye."


20· · · · · · · ·(Several members respond "aye.")


21· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


22· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed with a "nay."


23· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


25· · · · · · · · · ·Motion carries.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. USIE:


·2· · · · · · · · · ·That concludes the ITEP portion.


·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Usie.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Secretary Pierson.


·6· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you for affording me a few moments


·8· ·to make some brief remarks.· I think it's critically


·9· ·important to keep this Board informed, so thank you for


10· ·that opportunity.


11· · · · · · · · · ·Some excellence to report to you.· Since


12· ·our last Board meeting, the Louisiana Department of


13· ·Economic Development has undergone an extensive,


14· ·year-long performance audit, financial audit, incentives


15· ·audit, and we're also calling in our stakeholders for


16· ·interviews in a process in compliance with the


17· ·International Economic Development Council, and because


18· ·of our excellence in terms of all of their evaluating


19· ·categories, we were awarded an Accredited Economic


20· ·Development Organization status today.· Louisiana is the


21· ·only state in the nation that has that status in North


22· ·America.· There are about 61 accredited economic


23· ·development organizations.· Scott Martinez, North


24· ·Louisiana Economic Partnership, is one of those.· We


25· ·have some other partners around the state that are also
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·1· ·accredited, but certainly reflects some excellence on


·2· ·behalf of the staff, some of which you see here, but


·3· ·many up on the 11th floor continue to perform in an


·4· ·exemplary fashion.· I'm very proud of their efforts.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·And with that, we're also producing some


·6· ·fantastic results.· We were awarded the Best Workforce


·7· ·Development Training Program in the Nation for our


·8· ·FastStart Program for the ninth time.· And I don't want


·9· ·anyone to think that's just because you keep bowling a


10· ·300, you stay at the top of the league.· This league


11· ·changes all of the time.· Many states are pursuing very


12· ·aggressive workforce programs, and we continue to be


13· ·innovative with ours and serve the corporate community


14· ·that we're seeking to attract, grow, retain here in our


15· ·state.· And so, for the ninth time, to win what I refer


16· ·to as a Superbowl trophy was certainly an outstanding


17· ·accomplishment made possible by the resources afforded


18· ·to us through the legislature and the Governor's support


19· ·and leadership at many levels.


20· · · · · · · · · ·And, finally, that excellence is


21· ·reported to us as well by Southern Business and


22· ·Development Magazine, which did a very thorough review


23· ·of performance of southern states in the 2017 timeframe,


24· ·and Louisiana finished Number 2 in terms of the


25· ·investment and job creation behind Kentucky.· So I'll
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·1· ·translate that a little bit to tell you that we beat


·2· ·Alabama.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·But I'm very proud of the organization


·4· ·that I'm honored to lead, and I'm very appreciative of


·5· ·this Board.· You are managing the tools that are the


·6· ·foundation of our success.· We have a fantastic momentum


·7· ·moving forward in this state right now.· We're on track.


·8· ·We're heading in the right direction.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Since January of '16, we have created


10· ·more than 24,000 jobs and retained 16,000 jobs in our


11· ·state.· We have more citizens working presently than


12· ·ever before in our history.· That's in the north of


13· ·2-million citizens employed.· We're seeing that


14· ·employment growing in every SMA around the state.


15· · · · · · · · · ·We know we are not declaring mission


16· ·accomplished.· Our work continues.· We still have


17· ·communities that are struggling, communities that need


18· ·more, but we're active in our outreach and community


19· ·development activities and opportunities.· And we've


20· ·seen also that Louisiana's GDP reached an annual rate of


21· ·$251-billion, and that's also the highest in the state's


22· ·history.


23· · · · · · · · · ·So a lot of things are going well for


24· ·us, it's because of the support that we get here that


25· ·we're able to continue that momentum.· And I would also
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·1· ·acknowledge the support of the legislature in bringing


·2· ·back the budget certainty that's so important.· And with


·3· ·that, we've recently seen movie investors upgrade


·4· ·Louisiana's financial outlook from what was negative to


·5· ·now stable, and that resonates with corporations that


·6· ·have succeeded in our state.· Again, much of those


·7· ·contracts and incentive programs come across your desk


·8· ·right here, and I'm greatly appreciative of that support


·9· ·and the role that we're able to play in building a


10· ·vibrant economy in our state.


11· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


12· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. Secretary.


13· · · · · · · · · ·Next we have other business, election of


14· ·vice chair.


15· · · · · · · · · ·Don, you want to say something on this


16· ·or...


17· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


18· · · · · · · · · ·As many of you may know, Senator Robert


19· ·Adley was previously performing in the role of vice


20· ·chair for the Board of Commerce and Industry.· You may


21· ·not have been aware that we were going to consider this


22· ·today.· We would want to be open with the process, so my


23· ·suggestion might be that, unless the Board feels


24· ·differently, that those that have an interest in serving


25· ·as vice chair, make their interest known to Mr. Windham
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·1· ·and we can bring back the candidate list at our next


·2· ·meeting and the Board can decide on the determination of


·3· ·who will serve as vice chair for the Commerce and


·4· ·Industry Board.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·I'm seeing general agreement that that


·6· ·may be the pathway forward.


·7· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·8· · · · · · · · · ·So, agreement with everyone?· Because it


·9· ·did just come up.· You know, Dr. Wilson has been


10· ·designated as the Governor's representative, but nobody


11· ·had a chance to really think about it or talk about it


12· ·prior to this meeting, so we'll do that.· We'll defer


13· ·that action until next time.


14· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· With that, is there any


15· ·other business anyone who wants to bring up?


16· · · · · · · · · ·Mr. Jones.


17· · · · · · · ·MR. JONES:


18· · · · · · · · · ·Just one other comment.· I learned that


19· ·Mr. Pierson has recently been named the World Trade


20· ·Center of New Orleans Eugene Schreiber Award winner, and


21· ·we want to congratulate you for that recognition.· And


22· ·in the words of Eeyore, "It's just nice to be noticed


23· ·sometimes," you know.


24· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


25· · · · · · · · · ·There will be a luncheon in November, I
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·1· ·believe.


·2· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


·3· · · · · · · · · ·November 9th.


·4· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


·5· · · · · · · · · ·November the 9th.


·6· · · · · · · ·SECRETARY PIERSON:


·7· · · · · · · · · ·But thank you for that acknowledgement,


·8· ·and I attribute it to the great team that I'm privileged


·9· ·to lead, and that team that in my view that is across


10· ·our state with our regional partners with consultants


11· ·that help manage things and a whole host of industry


12· ·that does a lot more than they're required to do, and


13· ·some of those points were made about Exxon today.


14· · · · · · · · · ·So on behalf of all of those that are


15· ·actively engaged in our state's economy, I'm privileged


16· ·to be recognized with that award.


17· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


18· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:


19· · · · · · · · · ·All right.· Is there a motion to


20· ·adjourn?


21· · · · · · · · · ·Made by Mr. Jones; seconded by Mr.


22· ·Miller.


23· · · · · · · · · ·All opposed?


24· · · · · · · ·(No response.)


25· · · · · · · ·MR. WINDHAM:
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·1· · · ·All in favor?


·2· ·(Several members respond "aye."


·3· ·MR. WINDHAM:


·4· · · ·Approved.


·5· ·(Meeting concludes at 11:17 a.m.)
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·1· ·REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE:


·2· · · · · · · ·I, ELICIA H. WOODWORTH, Certified Court


·3· ·Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, as the


·4· ·officer before whom this meeting for the Louisiana Board


·5· ·of Commerce and Industry, do hereby certify that this


·6· ·meeting was reported by me in the stenotype reporting


·7· ·method, was prepared and transcribed by me or under my


·8· ·personal direction and supervision, and is a true and


·9· ·correct transcript to the best of my ability and


10· ·understanding;


11· · · · · · · ·That the transcript has been prepared in


12· ·compliance with transcript format required by statute or


13· ·by rules of the board, that I have acted in compliance


14· ·with the prohibition on contractual relationships, as


15· ·defined by Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure Article


16· ·1434 and in rules and advisory opinions of the board;


17· · · · · · · ·That I am not related to counsel or to the


18· ·parties herein, nor am I otherwise interested in the


19· ·outcome of this matter.


20


· · ·Dated this 14th day of September, 2018.


21
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Morning, everyone.  I'd like to call the

 3   Board of Commerce & Industry meeting for August 29th,

 4   2018 to order.

 5                   Ms. Daria Vinning, I'd like to welcome

 6   you to the Board.

 7                   She's the replacement for Melissa, so,

 8   welcome to C&I.

 9               MS. VINNING:

10                   Thank you.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Thank you.  Please call roll.

13               MS. VINNING:

14                   Okay.  We have a Dr. Shawn Wilson on

15   behalf of Governor John Bel Edwards.

16               DR. S. WILSON:

17                   Here.

18               MS. VINNING:

19                   Don Briggs on behalf of Lieutenant

20   Governor Billy Nungesser.

21               MR. BRIGGS:

22                   Here.

23               MS. VINNING:

24                   Representative Devillier on behalf of

25   Represent Neil Abramson.
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 1               MR. DEVILLIER:

 2                   Here.

 3               MS. VINNING:

 4                   Mayor Glenn Brasseaux representing

 5   Thomas Carmody.

 6               MAYOR BRASSEAUX:

 7                   Here.

 8               MS. VINNING:

 9                   Yvette Cola.

10               (No response.)

11               MS. VINNING:

12                   Major Coleman.

13               (No response.)

14               MS. VINNING:

15                   Rickey Fabra.

16               (No response.)

17               MS. VINNING:

18                   Manuel "Manny" Fajardo.

19               (No response.)

20               MS. VINNING:

21                   Jerry Jones.

22               MR. JONES:

23                   Here.

24               MS. VINNING:

25                   Heather Malone.
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 1               MS. MALONE:

 2                   Here.

 3               MS. VINNING:

 4                   Senator Danny Martiny.

 5               (No response.)

 6               MS. VINNING:

 7                   Charles "Robbie" Miller.

 8               MR. MILLER:

 9                   Here.

10               MS. VINNING:

11                   Jan Moller.

12               MR. MOLLER:

13                   Here.

14               MS. VINNING:

15                   Senator Norbert Chabert on behalf of

16   Senator JP Morrell.

17               (No response.)

18               MS. VINNING:

19                   Secretary Don Pierson.

20               SECRETARY PIERSON:

21                   Present.

22               MS. VINNING:

23                   Scott Richard.

24               (No response.)

25               MS. VINNING:
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 1       Darrel Saizan.

 2   (No response.)

 3   MS. VINNING:

 4       Danny Schexnaydre.

 5   (No response.)

 6   MS. VINNING:

 7       Ronnie Slone.

 8   MR. SLONE:

 9       Here.

10   MS. VINNING:

11       Bobby Williams, Junior.

12   (No response.)

13   MS. VINNING:

14       Steve Windham.

15   MR. WINDHAM:

16       Here.

17   MS. VINNING:

18       Dr. Woodrow Wilson, Junior.

19   DR. W. WILSON:

20       Here.

21   MS. VINNING:

22       Twelve present.  We have a quorum.

23   MR. WINDHAM:

24       Thank you, Ms. Vinning.

25       I'd like to welcome Mr. Don Briggs and
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 1   Secretary Dr. Shawn Wilson to the Board.  I know you

 2   guys have been oriented on the process and procedures,

 3   and I see Dr. Wilson has his little handbook in case

 4   there's anything he needs to look up.

 5                   Also, I believe we have another lady,

 6   Ms. Tanita Gilbert-Baker, who has been appointed as a

 7   replacement for Millie Atkins, and she has not made it

 8   yet.

 9                   And I would like to point out that

10   Senator Chabert has arrived.

11                   All right.  Did everyone have a chance

12   to read the minutes?

13                   Is there a motion to approve the

14   minutes?

15                   Made by Representative Carmody; seconded

16   by Jerry Jones.

17                   Any questions, changes?

18               (No response.)

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

21               (Several members respond "aye.")

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   All opposed with a "nay."

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Motion carries.

 2                   Now we'll move on to Quality Jobs

 3   Program presented by Frank Favaloro.

 4               MR. FAVALORO:

 5                   Yes.  I have four Quality Jobs

 6   applications:  20130129, Vivace Corporation, Orleans;

 7   20151264, Indorama Ventures Olefins, LLC, in Calcasieu;

 8   20161807, HR Nu Blu Energy, LLC in West Baton Rouge; and

 9   20170270, Total Quality Logistics, LLC in Orleans.

10                   That conclude the new applications.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Are there any comments from the public

13   concerning the new applications for the Quality Jobs

14   Program?

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Questions or comments from the Board

18   members?

19               (No response.)

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Is there a motion to approve?

22                   Made by Mr. Slone; seconded by Mayor

23   Brasseaux.

24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

25               (Several members respond "aye.")
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   All opposed with a "nay."

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Motion carries.

 6               MR. FAVALORO:

 7                   I have three renewal Quality Jobs

 8   applications:  20130960, PPG Industries, Inc.,

 9   Calcasieu; 20110182, Greatwide Dedicated Transport III,

10   LLC in St. Tammany; 20131052, CPX Interactive, LLC,

11   Orleans.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Are there any comments from the public

14   concerning these renewals?

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Questions or comments from the Board

18   members?

19               (No response.)

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Is there a motion to approve?

22                   Made by Ms. Malone; seconded by

23   Representative Carmody.

24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

25               (Several members respond "aye.")
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   All opposed with "nay."

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Motion carries.

 6               MR. FAVALORO:

 7                   We have one late renewal request.  The

 8   initial contract expired on 12/31 of '17.  Late renewal

 9   request was July 23rd of '18, and it expired at the end

10   of February, February 28th.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   All right.  Is there a representative

13   from Dyno Nobel Louisiana Ammonia with us today?

14                   Please step forward identify yourself.

15                   Please identify yourself.

16               MS. ELDER:

17                   Hi.  My name is Heidi Elder from Dyno

18   Nobel.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All right.  Can you tell us why it was

21   late.

22               MS. ELDER:

23                   Yes.  Regrettably we had an eternal firm

24   that was handling a lot of these contracts.  They did

25   our initial registration for us.  We decided to
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 1   discontinue their services and hand it over to our

 2   already burdened tax department.  It did not go as

 3   smoothly as we had hoped, and regrettably we missed this

 4   very important deadline.  So we are here to ask that

 5   that be renewed and the penalties waived.

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   All right.  Generally the penalties have

 8   not been waived.  It's been the posture of this Board to

 9   not waive the penalties.

10                   So with that, unless there are any

11   extenuating circumstances by the Board members.

12                   Representative Carmody.

13               MR. CARMODY:

14                   Yes, sir.  Are you making that in the

15   form of a motion?

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   I'm entertaining one, yes.

18               MR. CARMODY:

19                   I consider that.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Mr. Jones.

22               MR. JONES:

23                   Have they had any instances of being

24   late in the past?

25               MR. FAVALORO:
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 1                   We've had one application last year

 2   presented to the Board, and there was a 20 percent

 3   reduction, one year.

 4               MR. JONES:

 5                   So this is the second time it's been

 6   late?

 7               MR. FAVALORO:

 8                   Not for this company, no, sir.  We've

 9   only had one Quality Jobs contract renewal that's been

10   late.

11               MR. JONES:

12                   Let me make sure my question is clear.

13                   Has this company ever been late?

14               MR. FAVALORO:

15                   No, sir.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   All right.  So we have a motion on the

18   floor; second by Mr. Slone.

19                   Any further discussion?

20                   The motion is to restrict it by one

21   year, by 20 percent.

22                   Any further discussions?

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."
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 1               (Several members respond "aye.")

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   All opposed with a "nay."

 4               (No response.)

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Motion carries.

 7                   Thank you, Ms. Heidi.

 8               MR. FAVALORO:

 9                   We have three requests for change in

10   ownership for the following contracts:  20131171, Murphy

11   Energy Corporation to NGL Energy Operating, LLC in East

12   Feliciana; 20110182, Greatwide Dedicated Transport III,

13   LLC to Cardinal Logistics Management Corporation in St.

14   Tammany; and 20151041, Pin Oak Holdings, LLC to Pin Oak

15   Organization, LLC, St. John the Baptist.

16                   That concludes the change in ownership.

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   All right.  Are there any comments from

19   the public concerning the name changes for the Quality

20   Jobs Program?

21               (No response.)

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Questions or comments from the Board?

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Made by President Miller; seconded by

 2   Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

 3                   I have two Dr. Wilsons up here, so there

 4   may be a little confusion once in a while, but I may

 5   call one of them Shawn.

 6                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 7               (Several members respond "aye.")

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   All opposed with a "nay".

10               (No response.)

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Motion carries.

13               MR. FAVALORO:

14                   That concludes QJ.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Thank you, Mr. Favaloro.

17                   Next we have the Restoration Tax

18   Abatement Program presented by Ms. Becky Lambert.

19               MS. LAMBERT:

20                   Good morning.  We have 11 new

21   applications to present.  First one is 20131308, 417

22   Royal Restaurant, LLC in Orleans:  20170046, Academy

23   Real Estate, LLC, Orleans; 20161859, Bud Rip's, Orleans;

24   20120221, Echolstar Investments, LLC, Ouachita;

25   20141093, Hall Downtown, LLC, Ouachita; 20120286,
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 1   Michael Echols Enterprises, Ouachita; 20120938, Michael

 2   Echols Enterprises, Ouachita; 20121220, Michael Echols

 3   Enterprises, Ouachita; 20121281, Michael Echols

 4   Enterprises, Ouachita; 20161898, Third Floor Properties,

 5   Ouachita; 20180157, Troy D. Cheramie, Jefferson.

 6                   This concludes the new applications for

 7   a total investments of $16,640,000.

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Thank you, Ms. Lambert.  And I assume

10   all of the documents supporting the projects are in

11   order and on file with the Department?

12               MS. LAMBERT:

13                   Yes.  In fact, some of these

14   applications would have been presented at an earlier

15   time except that the resolutions had not come to the

16   Department, and upon investigation with the assessor's

17   office and the company, we learned that some of the

18   resolutions had not been sent.  They were assuming that

19   if one person sent it, then the other person sent it.

20   And until I received them completely from the local

21   governing authority representative, they don't come to

22   you.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   All right.  Thank you very much and good

25   job.
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 1                   Are there any comments from the public

 2   concerning the new applications for the Restoration Tax

 3   Abatement Program?

 4               (No response.)

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Questions or comments from the Board?

 7               (No response.)

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Is there a motion to approve them?

10                   Made by Mr. Moller; seconded by Dr.

11   Shawn Wilson.

12                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

13               (Several members respond "aye.")

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All opposed with a "nay."

16               (No response.)

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   Motion carries.

19               MS. LAMBERT:

20                   We have one renewal application for

21   20120912, Vantage Health Plan, Inc. DBA Monroe

22   Development, LLC in Ouachita.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   All right.  Are there any comments from

25   the public concerning the renewal of the Restoration Tax
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 1   Abatement Program?

 2               (No response.)

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Any comments from the Board?

 5               (No response.)

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Motion made by Dr. Woodrow Wilson;

 8   seconded by Representative Carmody.

 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10               (Several members respond "aye.")

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   All opposed with "nay".

13               (No response.)

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Motion carries.

16               MS. LAMBERT:

17                   The last item for the Restoration Tax

18   Abatement Program is a name change request for a company

19   in St. Tammany Parish, 20161825, formerly named Abita

20   Guest House, LLC.  The new name is Abita Springs Hotel,

21   LLC.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Are there any comments concerning the

24   name change for the Restoration Tax Abatement Program?

25               (No response.)
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Questions or comments from the Board?

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Motion made by Mayor Brasseaux; seconded

 6   by Mr. Slone.

 7                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 8               (Several members respond "aye.")

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   All opposed with a "nay."

11               (No response.)

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Motion carries.

14                   Thank you, Ms. Lambert.

15                   Next we have the Enterprise Zone

16   presented by Joyce Metoyer.

17               MS. METOYER:

18                   Good morning.  I have eight new

19   applications:  20141171, Affinity Health Group, LLC,

20   Ouachita Parish; 20181190, Alder Hotel Partners, LLC,

21   Orleans Parish; 20150913, Capital City Produce, LLC,

22   East Baton Rouge Parish; 20151094, Monsanto Company &

23   Subsidiaries, St. Charles Parish; 20180722, Turner

24   Industries Group, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish;

25   20181931, Domain CAC, LLC, Orleans Parish; 20140958, Our
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 1   Lady of the Lake Ascension Community Hospital,

 2   Incorporated, Ascension Parish; and 20151193, Park 80

 3   Hotels, LLC, Ascension Parish.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer, and I assume all

 6   of their paperwork is in order for the program?

 7               MS. METOYER:

 8                   Yes, sir.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Are there any comments from the public

11   concerning the new applications for the Enterprise Zone

12   Program?

13               (No response.)

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Any questions or comments from the Board

16   concerning any applications?

17                   Representative Carmody.

18               MR. CARMODY:

19                   Mr. Chairman, just a quick one, and I'm

20   sure Mr. Secretary could probably address it, Monsanto,

21   640-million investment in St. Charles Parish for the

22   Enterprise, can you -- is there somebody here from

23   Monsanto to kind of give us an overview of what that

24   investment reflects?

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Please step forward and identify

 2   yourself.

 3               MS. BOATNER:

 4                   Rhonda Boatner with Didier Consulting.

 5                   Currently Monsanto is adding a new

 6   project called the Dicamba Project, and this spending is

 7   related to the necessary equipment to retrofit and have

 8   the existing facility be compatible with this new

 9   project that's happening.  So this just spending that

10   has occurred prior to the project, the new project

11   coming on board, so that's...

12               MR. CARMODY:

13                   And the investment of the 640, that 640

14   has been spent or that's what's --

15               MS. BOATNER:

16                   It's already been spent.

17               MR. CARMODY:

18                   It has been sent?

19               MS. BOATNER:

20                   Yes, it has.

21               MR. CARMODY:

22                   Okay.  Thank you.

23                   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

24               MS. BOATNER:

25                   Any other questions?
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Any other questions?

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   All right.  The motion has been made by

 6   Mr. Slone; seconded by Representative Carmody.

 7                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye".

 8               (Several members respond "aye.")

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   All opposed with a "nay."

11               (No response.)

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Motion carries.

14                   Ms. Metoyer.

15               MS. METOYER:

16                   I have terminations:  20130113, Belk,

17   Incorporated, Livingston Parish.  Existing contract

18   period September 1, 2013 through August 31 of 2018.  The

19   requested term date is August 31 of 2018.  The program

20   requirements have been met, and no additional jobs are

21   anticipated.

22                   20151115, Walmart, Louisiana, LLC,

23   Orleans Parish.  Existing contract period July 31 of

24   2014 through July 30 of 2019.  The requested term date

25   is July 30 2017.  The program requirements have been
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 1   met, no additional jobs are anticipated.

 2                   20141116, Walmart, Louisiana, LLC,

 3   Ouachita Parish.  Existing contract period July 31 of

 4   2014 through July 30 of 2019.  The requested term date

 5   is July 30 of 2017.  The program requirements have been

 6   met, no additional jobs are anticipated.

 7                   20140155, Placid Refining Company, LLC,

 8   West Baton Rouge Parish.  Existing contract period is

 9   February 1 of 2014 through January 31 of 2019.  The

10   requested term date is July 31 of 2016, and the program

11   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are

12   anticipated.

13                   20130808, Rapides Healthcare System,

14   LLC, Rapides Parish, and the existing contract period is

15   August 1, 2013 through July 31, 2018.  The requested

16   term date is July 30th -- I'm sorry -- is January

17   31,2016.  The program requirements have been met, no

18   additional jobs are anticipated.

19                   20140988, Isidore Newman School, Orleans

20   Parish.  Existing contract period July 15, 2014 through

21   July 14, 2019.  The requested term date is March 15 of

22   2017.  The program requirements have been met, no

23   additional jobs anticipated.

24                   20131409, Sai Deva, LLC, Jefferson

25   Parish.  The existing contract period is October 1, 2014
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 1   through September 30, 2019.  The requested termination

 2   date is September 30, 2017.  The program requirements

 3   have been met, no addition jobs are anticipated.

 4                   20141542, Shaya Restaurant, LLC, Orleans

 5   Parish.  Existing contract is December 31, 2014 through

 6   December 30 of 2019.  That's a typo there on my part.

 7   And the requested term date is December 31 of '17.  The

 8   program requirements have been met, no additional jobs

 9   are anticipated.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Thank you.

12               MS. METOYER:

13                   There's one more.  I'm sorry.

14                   20131082, Red Stick Armature Works, LLC,

15   West Feliciana Parish, and the existing contract period

16   is August 20 of 2013 through August 19 of 2018.  The

17   requested term date is June 30, 2016, and the

18   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are

19   anticipated.

20                   That's it.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.

23                   Are there any comments from the public

24   concerning the Enterprise Zone termination requests?

25               (No response.)
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Questions or comments from the Board

 3   members?

 4               (No response.)

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Is there a motion to approve?

 7                   Made by Dr. Woodrow Wilson; seconded by

 8   Mr. Slone.

 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10               (Several members respond "aye.")

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   All opposed with a "nay."

13               (No response.)

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Motion carries.

16                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   We have Hud Usie -- I have a hard time

19   with that name -- for the Industrial Tax Exemption

20   Program.  Pointing out there are pre-EOs, post-EOs and

21   post-EOs with 2018 rules.

22                   Please proceed.

23               MR. USIE:

24                   We have four new pre-EEO applications:

25   20151795A, Blue Cube Operations, LLC, Iberville Parish;
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 1   20141008, Centric Pipe, LLC, Bossier Parish; 2014097A,

 2   ExPert Riser Solutions, LLC, Lafourche Parish; 20141117,

 3   YCI Methanol One, LLC, St. James Parish.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   All right.

 6               MR. JONES:

 7                   Mr. Chairman, I need to recuse myself

 8   from any discussion or vote on Number 20141117, YCI

 9   Methanol One.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Please note that for the record that

12   Mr. Jones has recused himself from 20141117-A-ITE, from

13   YCI Methanol One, LLC.

14                   Are there any comments from the public

15   concerning any of these applications?

16               MR. USIE:

17                   We did have one that was filed late,

18   Centric Pipe, 20141008, is as noted.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Is there a representative from Centric

21   Pipe with us today?

22                   Please step forward and identify

23   yourself.

24                   It was a late filing?

25               MR. USIE:
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 1                   Correct.

 2               MR. LONG:

 3                   Hi.  I'm Jack.  I'm from Centric Pipe.

 4                   It was a late filing --

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   I'm sorry.  What's your name?

 7               MR. JACK:

 8                   Jack.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Jack.  I'm sorry.  Jack.  And also your

11   last name?

12               MR. LONG:

13                   Long, L-o-n-g.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All right.  Why were you late?

16               MR. LONG:

17                   Yeah.  The filing's late because in 2014

18   we bought it from Northwest Pipe, and after that, we

19   outsourced our permit taxing to a outside consulting

20   firm.  And this next year, we wanted to bring it back,

21   and I'm going to do the property tax for the company.

22   And after I realized this contract has not been renewed,

23   because it has to be renewed each five years and that

24   the staff of the company before, maybe they forgot to

25   renew it, and now I catch it and I want to renew.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Okay.  This is a new application,

 3   though?

 4               MR. LONG:

 5                   Yeah.

 6               MR. USIE:

 7                   But they also have some renewals coming

 8   up.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   So renewals also?

11               MR. USIE:

12                   Correct.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   So does everyone understand what Jack is

15   saying?  They were late because they had outsourced it,

16   they brought it back in, they were late on the filing of

17   the original application.

18                   Mr. Jones, I believe you had a question.

19               MR. JONES:

20                   Not yet.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   So with that, our practice has been to

23   restrict the application and contracts by one year when

24   they are late.  So with that, I'll entertain a motion.

25                   Made by Dr. Wilson, Dr. Woodrow Wilson.
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 1                   Mr. Miller, you have a question?

 2               MR. MILLER:

 3                   So they missed the whole first five-year

 4   term?

 5               MR. USIE:

 6                   No.  It was due on March 31st of 2018

 7   and they filed that application on April 30th of 2018,

 8   so it would be a month.

 9               MR. MILLER:

10                   But the initial --

11               MR. USIE:

12                   Oh, that's what they would -- that's the

13   penalty if y'all --

14               MR. MILLER:

15                   On the initial five-year?

16               MR. USIE:

17                   On the initial five-year application.

18               MR. MILLER:

19                   And the assessor didn't pick it up on

20   the tax rolls.

21               MR. USIE:

22                   No.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   We'll need to have that confirmed.

25               MS. CHENG:
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 1                   We did confirm with the assessors that

 2   these assets haven't been taxed.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Okay.  They haven't paid taxes on them.

 5                   All right.  Any other questions?

 6                   Mr. Jones.

 7               MR. JONES:

 8                   So, Mr. Chairman, with the one-year

 9   penalty, essentially the five-year benefit becomes a

10   four-year benefit; is that correct?

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   For the initial contract with the option

13   of a five-year renewal that is filed timely.

14               MR. JONES:

15                   Mr. Long, you understand what we're

16   saying there what the one-year penalty means?

17               MR. LONG:

18                   Yeah.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Do you understand?

21               MR. LONG:

22                   Yeah.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   So it's a four-year contract instead of

25   five for the first one.
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 1               MR. LONG:

 2                   Yeah.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   It will have the option for a five-year

 5   renewal, but that will also have to be filed timely or

 6   it will be imposed a penalty as well.

 7               MR. LONG:

 8                   Okay.  So after the five years, I need

 9   to renew it for another five years?

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Correct, and you have to make that

12   renewal request before the contract expires.

13               MR. LONG:

14                   Okay.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   So contact Mr. Usie.

17               MR. CARMODY:

18                   Mr. Chairman?

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Yes.  I'm sorry.  Representative

21   Carmody.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   I just want to clarify for myself, if

24   the gentleman then takes this four years, at what point

25   is he to express in writing his affirmation that he
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 1   wants to go for the next five?  Is there a deadline?

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Before the contract expires.

 4               MR. CARMODY:

 5                   Okay.  So on the last date of the

 6   remaining four years, he has got to have notified --

 7               MR. USIE:

 8                   So on the fourth year, the expiration

 9   year, it can be renewed anywhere between July 1st, but

10   no later than December 31st of that expiring year.

11               MR. CARMODY:

12                   So six months prior.

13               MR. USIE:

14                   Six months prior.

15               MR. CARMODY:

16                   Thank you.  I just want to make sure

17   that he was aware.

18               MR. JONES:

19                   So I'm going to get even further in the

20   weeds.  So if the application is filed 2018, so four

21   years will be 2022; is that correct?

22               MR. USIE:

23                   It goes by the project ending year.

24               MR. JONES:

25                   Okay.
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 1               MR. USIE:

 2                   So it would be 2017.

 3               MR. JONES:

 4                   2017?

 5               MR. USIE:

 6                   December 31st, 2017 was the project

 7   period.

 8               MR. JONES:

 9                   So plus four years.

10               MR. USIE:

11                   Four years.

12               MR. JONES:

13                   So it will be 2021.

14               MR. USIE:

15                   Correct.

16               MR. JONES:

17                   Okay.  Good.  Thank you.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Any further questions?

20               (No response.)

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   We have a motion on the table and it was

23   seconded by Dr. Shawn Wilson.

24                   Any further comments from the Board?

25               SECRETARY PIERSON:
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 1                   Just be clear to be clear, it's the

 2   acceptance of the three applications, and the fourth

 3   application by Centric Pipe being restricted by one

 4   year.

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Correct, that is the motion, noting that

 7   Mr. Jones has recused himself from the YCI Methanol One

 8   action.

 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10               (Several members respond "aye.")

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   All opposed with "nay."

13               (No response.)

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Motion carries.  Thank you, Mr.

16   Secretary.

17               MR. USIE:

18                   Next we have seven post-EEO applications

19   following under 2017 rules, and we do have one that

20   needs to be deferred.  That's 20170003, Procter and

21   Gamble Manufacturing Company in Rapides Parish.

22               MR. JONES:

23                   So moved.

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Motion had been made to defer.
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 1                   Is there a second?

 2                   By Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

 3                   All in favor of the deferral, indicate

 4   with an "aye."

 5               (Several member respond "aye.")

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   All opposed with "nay".

 8               (No response.)

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Deferral carries.

11                   Please proceed.

12               MR. USIE:

13                   20180147, Iris Solar, LLC, Washington

14   Parish; 20181946, K&B Machine Works, LLC, Terrebonne

15   Parish; 20170177, Packing Corporation of America,

16   Beauregard Parish; 20161851, Packaging Corporation of

17   America, Beauregard Parish; 20161623, Packaging

18   Corporation of America, Beauregard Parish; 20180142,

19   Taminco US, LLC in Iberville Parish.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Are there any comments from the public

22   concerning the post-EO applications that are being

23   requested for exemption under the 2017 rules?

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Questions or comments from the Board?

 2               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 3                   Just to comment, this would be the

 4   Board's passage of the programs under the eight-year

 5   program, which is five at 100 percent and three at 80.

 6   All of these applications have a full complement of

 7   their local bodies included in their application

 8   process.  So the resolutions are all complete with their

 9   applications.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

12                   Mr. Miller.

13               MR. MILLER:

14                   On the Packaging Corporation in

15   Beauregard, there's the three and there's no permanent

16   new jobs.  Is that the compelling reason for retention?

17               MR. USIE:

18                   Yes.

19               MR. MILLER:

20                   Thank you.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Any additional questions or comments

23   from the Board members?

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Is there a motion to approve?

 2                   Made by Mr. Miller; seconded by Mr.

 3   Moller.

 4                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 5               (Several members respond "aye.")

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   All opposed with a "nay."

 8               (No response.)

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Motion carries.

11                   Please proceed.

12               MR. USIE:

13                   Next we have four post-EO --

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Yes, Mr. Briggs.

16               MR. BRIGGS:

17                   Mr. Chairman, on Item Number 7, when we

18   move to that section, I have a comment on one of them,

19   if I may.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   All right.

22                   All right.  Mr. Usie, please proceed.

23               MR. USIE:

24                   Next we have four post-EO applications

25   under 2018 rules:  20170103, A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., East
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 1   Carroll Parish; 20170103A, A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., East

 2   Carroll Parish; 20170254, Exxon Mobil Corporation, East

 3   Baton Rouge Parish; 20180145, St. James Solar, LLC, St.

 4   James Parish.

 5                   And the first application, 20170103 for

 6   A.O.U.O.P.S. was filed late as well.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   All right.  So noted.

 9                   Is there a representative from

10   A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc. with us today?

11                   Please step forward and identify

12   yourself.

13                   Can you tell us why you were late?

14                   Identify yourself, please.

15               MR. SHUMATE:

16                   Good morning.  I'm Will Shumate.  I'm

17   from A.O.U.O.P.S. Inc., East Carroll Parish.

18                   I believe the reason that our

19   application was late was due to change in rules.  We

20   originally were going to apply under the previous rules,

21   and we decided to apply under the 2018 rules and I would

22   assume that is why our application was late.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   So I have to bring an attorney up to

25   answer this one.
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 1               MR. SHUMATE:

 2                   Right.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Please identify yourself.

 5               MS. BOURGEOIS:

 6                   Tam Bourgeois for LED.

 7                   Just to clarify, was it making your

 8   decision as to whether to go under the 2017 or 2018

 9   rules?

10               MR. SHUMATE:

11                   With advisement from our attorney, yes,

12   ma'am.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   I think we may need to defer that one.

15               MR. USIE:

16                   It was my understanding that they just

17   were confused about the due date because the application

18   was filed before the new set of rules.

19               MR. SHUMATE:

20                   Yes.  I don't know about the deadline.

21   All of the paperwork is handled by Josh, my accountant,

22   and everything.  He did make me aware of the new set of

23   rules, but, you know, we had already, I guess, filled

24   our application and included.

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Okay.  I'd like to entertain a motion to

 2   defer this so that staff can look into it a little bit

 3   further because I don't definitely want to penalize you,

 4   and I know this Board doesn't want to penalize you if

 5   it's something that you shouldn't be penalized for.

 6               MR. SHUMATE:

 7                   Right.  Certainly, sir.  I really

 8   Appreciate it.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Dr. Woodrow Wilson has made the motion

11   to defer, and seconded by Ms. Malone to defer the first

12   one.

13                   Kristen, do you have something to say or

14   add?

15               MS. CHENG:

16                   The rules do state that the Board

17   "shall" penalize for a late-filed application, and I

18   believe it was late because they were not aware that an

19   application is due within 90 days of any portion of

20   their project being complete.  This is the first phase.

21   As it was complete, they didn't know they had to file an

22   application for the first phase, and they were waiting

23   to file it for the entire project.  And at the time we

24   notified them they were already late, so that's why the

25   first phase is filed late.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Okay.  Mr. Jones.

 3               MR. JONES:

 4                   I'm in favor of deferring it.  And, I'm

 5   sorry, I did not hear your name.

 6               MR. SHUMATE:

 7                   Will, Will Shumate.

 8               MR. JONES:

 9                   Mr. Shumate, we're going to likely defer

10   this to the next meeting.  When you come back, would you

11   bring whomever is responsible for filing these so they

12   can speak a little bit more authoritatively as to what

13   was going on inside the company?

14               MR. SHUMATE:

15                   Certainly.

16               MR. JONES:

17                   We like to hear from the company instead

18   of from the staff because, frankly, that's hearsay.  We

19   want to hear what was really going on.  And, again, we

20   don't want to penalize unnecessarily, but, at the same

21   time, the rules say what the rules say, and we want to

22   be sure we're walking that line.

23               MR. SHUMATE:

24                   Right, correct.

25               MR. JONES:
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 1                   Thank you very much.

 2               MR. SHUMATE:

 3                   Just to be clear, Mr. Jones, I am part

 4   of the company.  I have an ownership.

 5               MR. JONES:

 6                   I understand, but you apparently don't

 7   understand this issue.

 8               MR. SHUMATE:

 9                   I will have the accountant here for the

10   application.

11               MR. JONES:

12                   We need the people here that can answer

13   questions.

14               MR. JONES:

15                   Any questions or comments from the Board

16   concerning of the first A.O.U.O.P.S., Inc., Number

17   20170103?

18               (No response.)

19               MR. JONES:

20                   All in favor of the deferment, indicate

21   with an "aye."

22               (Several members respond "aye.")

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   All opposed with a "nay."

25               (No response.)
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Motion carries.

 3                   Thank you, sir.  The first one is

 4   deferred.

 5                   We're going to take action on the second

 6   one.

 7               MR. SHUMATE:

 8                   Okay.  Thank you, sir.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   So I have some cards for one of the

11   applications here.  Exxon Mobil Corporation.

12                   Mr. Briggs.

13               MR. BRIGGS:

14                   Yes, I'd like to comment on this real

15   quick.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Let me get comments from the public

18   first, and then the Board gets their opportunity.

19               MR. BRIGGS:

20                   I apologize.  I'm a baby member.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   That's all right.

23                   All right.  Is there any questions from

24   the Board members before the public comments?

25                   So first we have Stephanie Cargile.
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 1                   Please step forward and identify

 2   yourself.  I have a blue sheet.

 3               MS. CARGILE:

 4                   Hi.  I'm Stephanie Cargile with Exxon

 5   Mobile.  And, Steve, may I bring up our plant manager,

 6   Angela Zeringue?

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Absolutely.

 9               MS. CARGILE:

10                   She also had a card in.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Yes.

13                   Welcome.  Please identify yourself.

14               MS. ZERINGUE:

15                   Angela Zeringue.  I am the plant manager

16   of the Exxon Mobil Baton Rouge Polyolefins Plant.

17                   So the project in front of us today is a

18   potential expansion of our propylene facilities in the

19   Gulf Coast.  So I think most of you may have read or

20   heard about what Exxon Mobil is calling a "Growing the

21   Gulf Initiative," so a $20-million investment of over 10

22   years.  This is a part of that.

23                   We're in the evaluation stages, hoping

24   to make a funding decision by the end up the year, so

25   today is a very important step for us in terms of the

0044

 1   economic analysis of that investment.  If we're able to

 2   bring the project to Baton Rouge, it would double the

 3   capacity of the existing polypropylene facility in the

 4   plant, essentially building a second line with

 5   additional capability in terms of polypropylene

 6   products, which are, in a myriad of applications, most

 7   notably, for this potential new line, it would serve the

 8   automotive market in a large part, which allows us to

 9   have advanced products that help with fuel efficiency,

10   light-weighting cars and improving safety, et cetera.

11                   So we're very excited about the

12   potential.  It brings 45 -- according to the

13   application, or consistent with the application, I

14   should say, at least 45 new permanent Exxon Mobil

15   positions at the plant, but in addition to that, there's

16   a minimum of 20 permanent contractor positions that

17   would be needed to serve to support that new facility.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   All right.  Thank you, Ms. Zeringue.

20                   Are there any questions?

21                   Mr. Moller.

22               MR. MOLLER:

23                   I guess you kind of answered my

24   question, but the application says 45 new permanent

25   jobs.  The advanced notice talks about 40 estimated new
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 1   jobs, and then in the explanation, it talks about 60 new

 2   local jobs, and so the discrepancy has to do with the

 3   permanent Exxon jobs versus the contractor jobs?

 4               MS. ZERINGUE:

 5                   Correct.  So let me clarify.  There's

 6   permanent positions to run the facility once it would

 7   start up, which we would hope we would have in place by

 8   the middle of 2021, and that's the 65, 45 minimum Exxon

 9   Mobil and 20 contract.  And then during peak

10   construction, there's 600 construction jobs, which is

11   also noted on that application.

12               MR. MOLLER:

13                   Right.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Thank you, Mr. Moller.

16                   Any there any other questions or

17   comments from the Board members?

18               SECRETARY PIERSON:

19                   Mr. Briggs wants to speak, and then I'll

20   ask to make some comments as well.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Mr. Briggs.

23               MR. BRIGGS:

24                   Yes.  This is a project that gives and

25   keeps on giving.  It's one of those that will give for
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 1   many decades.  We're in such competition with our states

 2   to the west of us and some to the east of us, and this

 3   is the kind of project that gives and it does so much.

 4                   Yes, it's a big job for Mr. Secretary

 5   and all of your key members to have the local people

 6   informed, and, you know, governments, and they all need

 7   to be a part of the project.

 8                   Thank you.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Thank you, Mr. Briggs.

11                   Mr. Secretary.

12               SECRETARY PIERSON:

13                   I just want to make some comments

14   relative to the project and also some instructive

15   comments just as the Board moves forward.

16                   As you see, this is a request under the

17   2018 rules, which means that the change has occurred, is

18   now effective, that your approval of this project will

19   place it with a 10-year exemption at 80 percent.  So on

20   day one, this plant will begin to contribute to the

21   local community through the millages collected, and that

22   was a decision that I applaud because Exxon chose to

23   move forward in that fashion.

24                   Certainly the Governor's in support of

25   this project.  We understand the magnitude of what
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 1   Mr. Briggs points out.  Certainly we know that the

 2   numbers that you talked about, Mr. Moller, you made a

 3   good point, and I think it's also got some instructive

 4   elements to it.  Our advanced notifications are always

 5   estimates.  So when that number changed, it changed on

 6   Exhibit A, which is now attached formally and is the

 7   formal commitment to the community and the state, so

 8   that's what now we see as the commitment that's listed

 9   on your list.

10                   So you are correct to point that out.

11   My point is simply to say that that was one of the areas

12   that we sought to improve is that if you see the

13   advanced notification online, certainly it is the

14   thought and the best thinking available by the company

15   of a proposed project of what they will do, but when

16   Exhibit A comes before you, is the full commitment and

17   carries that as a performance objective going forward.

18                   So thank you to our Exxon colleagues for

19   the confidence to reinvest in our state.  We know that

20   we are still in a competition.  This is what's called a

21   front-end contract with the Board given that it gets

22   local approval, and once that front-end contract is in

23   place, it gives us the opportunity to represent this tax

24   abatement formally to the corporation.  Without that, it

25   remains as a zero in the matrix under consideration and

0048

 1   allows distinct advantages to states that would also

 2   like to receive this type of investment.

 3                   So appreciate your opportunity just to

 4   give you some overview and understanding of one of the

 5   first applications to be considered by the Board under

 6   the 2018 rules, which became effective on the 20th of

 7   August.

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

10                   So this puts us in the position to

11   secure the operation should this Board and the state and

12   the locals support the project?

13               SECRETARY PIERSON:

14                   Yes.  By the terms of the rules, this

15   will now be noticed to the assessor, the school board,

16   the parish commission and the sheriff.  Their responses

17   to that will then be noted, and a final and formal

18   decision will be rendered.  And that decision is what

19   Exxon will, I presume, represent to their board of

20   directors.

21               MS. ZERINGUE:

22                   That is correct.  Our preliminary

23   meetings start in October, so today is step one toward

24   being able to have an answer of what we'll include in

25   the economic analysis.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   All right.  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

 3                   Mr. Slone.

 4               MR. SLONE:

 5                   So, yes, I would like to thank my new

 6   colleague over there, Mr. Briggs, for his comments, and

 7   being a newbie, I've been there before.  It's okay,

 8   brother.  We'll talk you through it.

 9                   But, also, Secretary's comments.  The

10   thing that is important to me is I grew up in North

11   Baton Rouge, and to know that this project is in North

12   Baton Rouge and some of the other things that Exxon

13   Mobil is doing in North Baton Rouge as corporate

14   citizens, one in particular is their resource center,

15   Small Business Resource Center.  We know that if we

16   drive down Scenic Highway, it's sort of desolate next to

17   your facility, but to put some folks and some investment

18   into the community with reference to getting small

19   businesses up and running.

20                   The training program that's in North

21   Baton Rouge for the skilled labor that's going to be

22   needed not only for your facility, but other surrounding

23   facilities, is important.

24                   I just want to highlight the fact that

25   there's great value to what you're bringing to the table
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 1   as well as increased investment, as the Secretary

 2   mentioned.  And I kind of like your process where you're

 3   putting this whole thing through several hoops, if you

 4   will, and giving us an opportunity to, as the community,

 5   hear from you throughout, because it's my understanding

 6   that you've had some meetings over, what, probably a

 7   year and a half.

 8               MS. ZERINGUE:

 9                   Correct.

10               MR. SLONE:

11                   And the heads have been nodding yes,

12   this is great, but north Baton Rouge needs this, and I'm

13   telling you that.  My charge to you is that there's

14   going to be a need for some hand holding.  Folks are not

15   used to things such as this, and we have to encourage

16   and get people to the table to apply for the jobs, to go

17   through the training.  So whatever you can do to add

18   additional resources to ensure that we've got some case

19   management, if you will, that's probably the best way I

20   can present that, because North Baton Rouge needs it.

21   So I applaud your efforts in this project.

22               MS. CARGILE:

23                   Thank you.

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Thank you, Mr. Slone.
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 1                    Senator Chabert.

 2               MR. CHABERT:

 3                   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

 4                   You had alluded to permanent independent

 5   subcontractors that are going to be involved in the

 6   operations.  Can you repeat those numbers?

 7               MS. ZERINGUE:

 8                   Yes.  So a minimum of 20 additional

 9   long-term positions, permanent positions, which will be

10   contractors primarily in the packaging area of the

11   facility.

12               MR. CHABERT:

13                   And you're estimating increase obviously

14   with a plant expansion of services that may already be

15   provided to the plant currently with the subs and --

16               MS. ZERINGUE:

17                   It's similar.  Yes, it's similar.

18               MR. CHABERT:

19                   Because that's, often in this Board, and

20   even in the legislature, we focus on direct and indirect

21   jobs, and sometimes that's sort of a big guy, little

22   guy.

23               MS. ZERINGUE:

24                   Yeah.

25               MR. CHABERT:
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 1                   I'm 5'10", 5'9", so --

 2               MS. ZERINGUE:

 3                   We don't want to talk about how tall I

 4   am.

 5               MR. CHABERT:

 6                   I like the medium-sized guy, and I say

 7   all the time, you know, Exxon being one of the plants

 8   along the river, one of the examples where the big guy

 9   really does have a presence in the state, permanent

10   presence.

11                   Quite often people mistake that as

12   thinking that Louisiana is an oil and gas state, when in

13   reality we are a oil and gas service state, and the

14   overwhelming majority of the companies in this state are

15   those folks in the middle that are providing the

16   services, whether it's the shipyard, constructing

17   something or, we just talked about, Representative

18   Carmody and I, about machine shop and how much that

19   plays into the economy.  So while we may not see the ROI

20   reflected directly here; all right, we're going to see

21   it in those 60 and $70,000 jobs that are going to

22   increase due to an investment in this size.

23                   So I hope we're successful.  I do think

24   this is a positive step for the state.

25               MS. ZERINGUE:
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 1                   Appreciate the support.  And that's a

 2   really good point.  The 20 is obviously within the fence

 3   line.  You're speaking to the indirect jobs throughout

 4   the community, and a 10-to-1-type ratio is what the

 5   studies show for your industry, so...

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Thank you, Senator.

 8                   Representative Carmody.

 9               MR. CARMODY:

10                   And one last question for Secretary,

11   that is that the 80 percent reduction -- or, excuse me,

12   the 80 percent over a 10-year period, that should place

13   us hopefully in at least some sort of competitive

14   advantage with our surrounding Gulf Coast states, or at

15   least right there in about what they are offering, so

16   that the Exxon Mobils of the world can evaluate what

17   benefits they get by coming to the Pelican State versus

18   going somewhere else.

19               SECRETARY PIERSON:

20                   That's correct.  And the new program was

21   designed to help us get a faster response providing more

22   certainty to the companies, and that can occur.  And at

23   the 80 percent abatement, we are not number one, but we

24   remain in a very competitive position.

25               MR. CARMODY:
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 1                   Excellent.  I just want to make sure.

 2   Thank you.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Thank you, Representative.

 5                   Mr. Miller.

 6               MR. MILLER:

 7                   Just to be very, very clear, Exxon is

 8   still competing within Exxon to have this plant built in

 9   Baton Rouge; correct?

10               MS. ZERINGUE:

11                   Correct.

12               MR. MILLER:

13                   And there's not just one other

14   competitor inside of Exxon, there's multiple competitors

15   within Exxon?

16               MS. ZERINGUE:

17                   That is correct, and the analysis will

18   look at all factors, this being one of them, in terms of

19   what is the optimal investment to grow our polypropylene

20   production.

21               MR. MILLER:

22                   Thank you very much.

23                   If it's appropriate, I would like to

24   make a motion that we move this.

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   All three of them?

 2               MR. MILLER:

 3                   Yes.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Yes, it is appropriate to make a motion.

 6                   Is there a second?

 7                   Seconded by Mr. Slone.

 8                   Are there any other questions from the

 9   Board?

10                   I have some other cards, though.  Don't

11   get lost yet.

12                   Okay.  Are there any other comments or

13   questions from the Board for Ms. Zeringue or Ms.

14   Cargile?

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Thank you.

18               MS. ZERINGUE:

19                   Thank you.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   And we are definitely in support of your

22   project.  Louisiana is the place to do this project, and

23   we hope this is a good indicator to you as well as to

24   our communities that we support this project.

25               MS. ZERINGUE:
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 1                   Appreciate that support.  Thank you.

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Thank you.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Next I have Mr. Rick Kearny.

 6                   Please step forward and identify

 7   yourself.

 8               MR. KEARNY:

 9                   It may take a while.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   You want me to put you in the cue while

12   I have another person come up?

13               MR. KEARNY:

14                   No.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Okay.

17               MR. KEARNY:

18                   Good morning.  My name is Rick Kearny,

19   and I'm the 2018 Chair for the Baton Rouge Area Chamber,

20   and I just wanted to come and heartily endorse the

21   application for Exxon for the ITEP.

22                   Exxon has been a great corporate partner

23   in Baton Rouge.  It's grown along with Baton Rouge.  My

24   dad worked for Exxon for 40 years, so I'm well aware of

25   the economic impact it has with direct jobs.  And then

0057

 1   if you look at, as they pointed out, auxiliary companies

 2   who service Exxon, we've got some very large,

 3   high-employed companies that owe at least a part of

 4   their success to Exxon.  So, you know, I certainly

 5   endorse it from that aspect.

 6                   I'm also on several charitable boards,

 7   the Salvation Army, I've been on the Food Bank Board,

 8   and I've seen the impact also that Exxon has on that.

 9   So I certainly want to encourage the approval of it.  I

10   think it's important to upgrade facilities and add

11   facilities to stay efficient.  So I appreciate your, you

12   know, your positive vote.  Thank you.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Thank you, Mr. Kearny.

15                   Are there any questions for Mr. Kearny

16   from the Board members?

17               (No response.)

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   All right.  Thank you, sir.

20                   Next we have Ms. Joyce James.

21                   Please come forward and identify

22   yourself.

23                   Mr. Saizan just joined us.

24               MS. JAMES:

25                   Good morning.  How is everyone?
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Good morning.  Doing well.

 3               MS. JAMES:

 4                   My name is Joyce James, and I serve as

 5   the Director of Good Work Network, SBA Women's Business

 6   Center.  We're located in New Orleans and in Baton

 7   Rouge.  And to be accurate, I'd like to kind of read

 8   from my statement this morning because I'm going to give

 9   you some numbers and I want to be accurate.  Okay?

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   All right.

12               MS. JANES:

13                   Okay.  So we were founded in 2001 to

14   serve as catalysts for the minority and women-owned

15   businesses, and that success -- through that success, we

16   target our work through coaching, technical assistance

17   and training, and our client base is 86 percent minority

18   and 67 percent female.  We've helped to launch and

19   strengthen more than 2,000 women, minority-owned

20   businesses, thus creating and sustaining more than 5,000

21   jobs.

22                   In 2010, we launched Connect Works.

23   Connect Works was launched to assist qualified minority

24   and women-owned businesses in securing contract

25   opportunities, and since participating in our Connect
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 1   Works Program, the small businesses have reported over

 2   200 contracts awarded totalling over 60-million in

 3   value.

 4                   We know how important this kind of

 5   economic development project is to small businesses we

 6   work with.  Many of the contractors, vendors and service

 7   suppliers in our community depend on manufacturing

 8   industry, which drives so much of our local economy.

 9                   I ask that you support this project and

10   those like it to improve the economic opportunities for

11   the small businesses we serve.  So I thank you for

12   supporting Exxon in this application.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Thank you, Ms. James.

15                   Does any of the Board members have any

16   questions for Ms. James?

17               (No response.)

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Thank you for your comments.

20               MS. JAMES:

21                   All right.  Thank you.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Next we have Mr. John Overton.

24               MR. OVERTON:

25                   Good morning.  I'm John Overton.  I want
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 1   to voice support for this project from -- I'm a small

 2   business owner, and Exxon is not a client, but many of

 3   my clients are small businesses that serve companies

 4   like Exxon or serve companies that have Exxon as their

 5   client.

 6                   The other indirect benefits are family

 7   members of people who work at Exxon that Exxon brings

 8   into our community, children of people who, like Rick

 9   Kearny, a child of an Exxon employee for 40 years,

10   spouses.  These are all great assets to our company, and

11   when we -- and to our community.  When we bring in that

12   type of investment, it brings in a whole lot -- the

13   "drag" is what we call it.  It's awesome dragging.  It's

14   the type of thing that, sure, I'd love to have Exxon as

15   a client, but I would -- the great fit for me are

16   companies that are stable and strong that serve

17   companies like Exxon and bring with them family members

18   that also invest in our community.

19                   So just short and sweet, support from

20   the small business community, and we're grateful that

21   they're looking at us.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Thank you.

24                   Are there any questions from the Board

25   members for Mr. Overton?
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 1               (No response.)

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Thank you, sir.

 4                   Last blue card that I have, it's from

 5   Adam Knapp.

 6                   Please step forward and identify

 7   yourself.

 8               MR. KNAPP:

 9                   Thank you, Mr. Windham.  Adam Knapp.

10   I'm the President and CEO of the Baton Rouge Area

11   Chamber.  It's a pleasure to be here today.

12                   As you've heard from a lot of folks,

13   this is an important project for our region.  BRAC is

14   the regional economic development organization for the

15   nine parish area, and also we work under contract with

16   East Baton Rouge on economic development work.

17                   I convey to you the Mayor President's

18   support for this project.  She has sent her

19   communication to the company that she is also in support

20   of the project, joining Governor Edwards for his support

21   of the project.

22                   A few points that haven't been brought

23   about.  I think it's important to note that Exxon came

24   to Baton Rouge 110 years ago, almost 110 years ago, and

25   really helped define the economy of the State of
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 1   Louisiana and the capital region of the State of

 2   Louisiana, and you can look across the ecosystem, that

 3   the supply chain around Exxon, and see what 110 years of

 4   having an incredible driver like Exxon in our economy

 5   has done and the ripple effects of the companies that it

 6   has created that have been around for just about as long

 7   as Exxon has creating jobs and creating economies of

 8   their businesses in other states as they have grown from

 9   the bases of that company.

10                   This represents probably the largest

11   investment that Exxon has made in Louisiana and in Baton

12   Rouge in well over a decade, possibly well longer than

13   that.  These are hard projects to go after and secure.

14   We know that, having seen this for many years, how

15   difficult it is to have major corporations that have

16   been here for many years continue to make major

17   investments in your community.

18                   In many ways, it's also a poster child,

19   I think, for the new ITEP rules to show that this is a

20   project we want to compete for and win.  It creates new

21   jobs in our community, creates spin-off effects, "drag,"

22   as Mr. Overton described it, and those are things we

23   want to continue to be competitive for.

24                   As you heard from Ms. Zeringue, we see

25   many opportunities for future investments in a company
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 1   that seeks to make great investments across the Gulf

 2   Coast of the United States because of the great climate

 3   that we have for energy in America right now, and we

 4   don't want to put ourselves at a disadvantage to loose

 5   out that the Capital Region or Louisiana can compete for

 6   these kinds of projects.

 7                   And I'll just echo what you've already

 8   heard.  Exxon has continued to be a great corporate

 9   citizen across non-profits, across communities in which

10   they operate, investments in training, investments in

11   our citizens to get them access to the jobs and the

12   careers that this will be creating.

13                   Thank you for your consideration.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Are there any questions for Mr. Knapp?

16               (No response.)

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   Thank you, Mr. Knapp.

19                   Are there any other comments from the

20   attendees of the public?

21                   I have one comment.

22                   Please step forward and identify

23   yourself.

24               MR. JACOBS:

25                   Good morning.  My name is Rinaldi
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 1   Jacobs.  I'm the Executive Director of the Baton Rouge

 2   North Economic Development District.

 3                   We have a direct impact and input with

 4   Exxon Mobil and its effects on North Baton Rouge.  As

 5   we're going through a new renaissance in North Baton

 6   Rouge, in not just industrial development, but job

 7   training, focus, getting people to come back to North

 8   Baton Rouge, as Mr. Slone has always alluded to.  We

 9   want to make sure that this body understands the

10   importance of not just of Exxon and the simple job

11   creation, but the multiplier effect of jobs that it

12   provides in North Baton Rouge.  But not only that, Exxon

13   has committed a sin in this community.  I always tease

14   them that their sin is they don't talk enough about all

15   of the good things that they do in the community.  Our

16   organization, Baton Rouge North Economic Development

17   District, has benefitted directly with our relationship

18   with Exxon, and it helps small business owners as well.

19                   These small business owners in North

20   Baton Rouge, while they may not always directly have

21   business with Exxon, they certainly benefit from the

22   multiplier effect.  The only way that we're going to

23   cure the poverty of North Baton Rouge is with employment

24   and investment.  Period.  Point blank.  Simple.  So

25   let's not make this situation very complicated.  Many of
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 1   us live, work, worship, send our kids to public schools,

 2   as I did, in North Baton Rouge, and I hope that my sons

 3   will send their children to school, as we are doing, in

 4   North Baton Rouge.

 5                   So Exxon has been a part of the STEM

 6   Program and many, many, many things, and we just hope to

 7   reform them to make them tell more about what they're

 8   doing in the community.  The great American comedian

 9   Will Rogers said, "It ain't bragging if you can do it."

10   Exxon is doing it, so we're here to brag on their

11   involvement in North Baton Rouge.

12                   Thank you very much.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Are there any questions for Mr. Jacobs?

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Thank you.

18                   All right.  Are there any other comments

19   from the public?

20               (No response.)

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Any other questions or comments from the

23   Board members?

24               MR. JONES:

25                   Mr. Chairman, before we vote, is there
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 1   somebody here from St. James Solar, please?

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Please step forward and identify

 4   yourself.

 5                   Identify yourself.

 6               MR. GROBERG:

 7                   I'm David Groberg with Sunchase Power,

 8   owners of St. James Solar.

 9               MR. FERGUSON:

10                   Will Ferguson with Sunchase Power.

11               MR. LEONARD:

12                   Jimmy Leonard with Advantous Consulting.

13               MR. JONES:

14                   In deference to Senator Chabert's

15   comments about being the middle guy, it's tough being

16   the $30-million project when you've got Exxon on the

17   agenda, and I just wanted to say that there are

18   communities in this state that if someone came and

19   announced a $30-million project, they name streets after

20   you.  So I didn't want you to feel as though you were

21   being ignored, which we thank you.  We appreciate your

22   investment in St. James Parish as well.

23               MR. FERGUSON:

24                   Thank you very much.  We appreciate your

25   support.

0067

 1               MR. GROBERG:

 2                   Thank you very much.  We definitely

 3   appreciate it.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Any other comments?

 6               MR. JONES:

 7                   Scared you, didn't it?

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Mr. Jones, I was going to point that out

10   that we're not just -- this is not just an Exxon show.

11                   All right.  So we do have a motion on

12   the floor with a proper second for the approval of three

13   Industrial Tax Exemptions under the 2018 rules.

14                   Any other comments from the Board

15   members?

16               (No response.)

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

19               (Several members respond "aye.")

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   All opposed with a "nay."

22               (No response.)

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Motion carries.

25                   Ms. Zeringue, go back and tell corporate
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 1   that we want this project.  This Board is in full

 2   support of it, and if you need the body to do anything

 3   as you work your way through the process, if you'll let

 4   me know, I will get all of these individuals on your

 5   side.

 6                   All right.  Mr. Secretary, you got a

 7   question or comment?

 8               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 9                   No.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Please proceed, Mr. Usie.

12               MR. USIE:

13                   Next we have 43 renewals, one which

14   requested withdrawal is 20140 --

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Let me ask this:  First all of, these

17   renewals were timely filed?

18               MR. USIE:

19                   Timely-filed renewals.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   They're all in compliance with

22   everything that they're supposed to be, they're strictly

23   renewals.  I believe someone may have had a question

24   about the renewal process that was with us today in

25   the -- from the public.
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 1               (No response.)

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   No?  So I would be willing to entertain

 4   a -- oh, we have one that's withdrawn?

 5               MR. USIE:

 6                   I have one that needs to be withdrawn.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Oh, I'm sorry.

 9               MR. USIE:

10                   It's the 20140505, Bradken, Inc. in

11   Tangipahoa.

12               MR. CARMODY:

13                   So moved to withdraw.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All right.  Motion has been made for

16   deferral or to withdraw -- withdrawn.  So it doesn't

17   need a motion.

18                   With that one, y'all, is there a motion

19   to approve these in globo?

20                   Made by Dr. Wilson; seconded by Mr.

21   Slone.

22                   Any comments or questions from the Board

23   concerning the in globo approval of these renewals?

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 2               (Several members respond "aye.")

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   All opposed with a "nay."

 5               (No response.)

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Motion carries.

 8               MR. CARMODY:

 9                   Mr. Chairman, I think this might be the

10   appropriate time that I could ask the Secretary to help

11   me.

12                   Members, I think, for those of you that

13   came on the Board with the new administration, each of

14   us received a report that showed the total value of the

15   tax exemptions that the State of Louisiana had given

16   broken out by the 64 parishes.  And what I had asked the

17   Secretary to hopefully discuss right now would be access

18   to that information so that each of us that live in our

19   individual parishes, mine Caddo, that I could pull the

20   information up and hopefully for 2017, I would think

21   would be the last year, to be able to access that

22   information and see what my governmental entities have

23   given away in exemptions total against the parish.

24               SECRETARY PIERSON:

25                   Invested in the --
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 1               MR. CARMODY:

 2                   I'm sorry.  Invested.  That's a better

 3   way to put it.

 4               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 5                   I thank you for that opportunity.

 6                   Clearly we have additional education

 7   support to conduct, and I'm very pleased and proud of

 8   where we are as a agency, Louisiana Economic

 9   Development, in that lane of transparency.  For a number

10   of years now, and I appreciate that it's more maybe

11   widely known in the economic development community,

12   where practitioners were out there across our state, our

13   regional organizations, and, also, as you see,

14   representing some of the companies that outsource their

15   documentation to various consulting firms.  They do a

16   great job and act as facilitators to move a high volume

17   of paperwork through the system that comes to you after

18   it's been formally vetted and all of the legal elements

19   are present, and we're proud of the quality that we

20   produce and bring here.

21                   To see these documents, for many years,

22   we have a segment of the Louisiana website where you

23   click on the "Incentives" tab and go to "Fastlane."

24   Now, when you first see this screen, it may intimidate

25   you because it asks you to sign in.  You only really
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 1   have to sign in for certain kinds of information.  You

 2   just click on that screen, and you will next see a

 3   search window and you can search in any parish with the

 4   various programs.  And as practitioners, this is

 5   something that we do commonly.  I may be invited to a

 6   speaking engagement in Northeast Louisiana, so I'll go

 7   to Ouachita and click "Advanced Notifications" or

 8   "Contracts," and they will come up.  And they're very

 9   readily visible, and there's great ways to do that.

10                   In a continuing effort to take the

11   department towards paperless status, which will also

12   allow for faster approvals as things move from Louisiana

13   Economic Development perhaps over to the Division of

14   Administration and go through certain acknowledgements

15   that we have to have in the state, we have invested to

16   bring around a Fastlane 2.0.  We call it "NextGen," Next

17   Generation, internally.  We have had some comments from

18   our practitioner audience.  Certainly there's a small

19   learning curve that's associated with any changeups, and

20   we're doing a soft opening in that we wanted this

21   interaction with the folks that typically use Fastlane

22   now so that if there were any bugs, we could discover

23   those and correct those before we do a major

24   announcement about our rollout.  But it is ready and

25   available, and I look forward to the opportunity.
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 1                   I've instructed our Business and

 2   Incentive staff to get ready to move around the state to

 3   our eight regions and conduct educational seminars that

 4   demonstrate these fantastic features that are part of

 5   this upgraded software program.  And certainly we'll, I

 6   think as you've pointed out, it's very important that

 7   our elected officials also know or their staff know how

 8   to access this kind of information.

 9                   Very powerful tool.  Very appropriate to

10   have the public transparency around these projects.

11   We're proud of these projects.  They are doing what we

12   look for them to do, and that is to build a vibrant

13   economy in our state.  So we look forward to working

14   with you.  Certainly we can do one-on-one.  I want to

15   make this opportunity available to the Board members

16   here as well.  You govern these contracts and

17   engagements, so very important that if you have any

18   questions, you could immediately go to this location and

19   get answers.

20                   That doesn't take it off the table that

21   the staff will also be responsive to you and your

22   inquiries.  We'll generate the requested documents any

23   time, but just knowing that for you or members of the

24   public that have an interest in looking at this

25   information, it's all very readily available and
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 1   transparent.

 2               MR. CARMODY:

 3                   Thank you.  My point to the Secretary

 4   was that education certainly is power, and now that

 5   we're empowering the local officials to be able to

 6   discern if they want to proceed this way, the more they

 7   understand all of the different facets of the equation

 8   of getting the work done.

 9                   Thank you, sir.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Mr. Secretary, correct me if I'm wrong,

12   I believe the staff will be doing webinars in the

13   future?  You know, if I'm jumping ahead --

14               SECRETARY PIERSON:

15                   No, you're correct.  We're going to

16   design a layered approach where if you missed a seminar

17   that we conduct in your region, there's still one way

18   that you can get the training.  That will be through a

19   webinar.

20                   Already posted with us are a set of

21   instructions designed to be very simple and very

22   helpful.  So we're doing our very best to not hide this

23   information, but to make it readily available,

24   user-friendly and comprehensive.

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   I assume those webinars will be

 2   available for everyone, including the public, everyone?

 3               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 4                   Exactly.  And we'll be announcing that

 5   in the near future.

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   All right.  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

 8                   All right.  With that divergence, we now

 9   have renewals.

10               MR. USIE:

11                   Late renewals.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Late renewals.  I'm sorry.

14               MR. USIE:

15                   We have 12 late renewals, one which

16   requested to be deferred, 20120511, Weatherford U.S.,

17   LP, Lafayette Parish.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Is there a motion for the deferral?

20                   So motioned by Secretary Shawn Wilson;

21   seconded by Mr. Slone.

22                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

23               (Several members respond "aye.")

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   All opposed with a "nay."
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 1               (No response.)

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Deferral is approved.

 4               MR. USIE:

 5                   20130167, Boise Packaging & Newsprint,

 6   LLC, Beauregard Parish, initial contract expiration,

 7   December 31st, 2017, renewal request date August 2nd,

 8   2018; 20130640, Boise Packaging & Newsprint, LLC,

 9   Beauregard Parish, initial contract expirations

10   12/31/17, renewal request August 2nd, 2018; 20130641,

11   Boise Packaging & Newsprint, LLC, Beauregard Parish,

12   contract initial expiration date 12/31/2017, renewal

13   request date August 2nd, 2018; 20130642, Boise Packaging

14   & Newsprint, LLC, Beauregard Parish, initial contract

15   expiration 12/31/2017, renewal request date August 2nd,

16   2018.

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   Is there a representative from Boise

19   Packaging & Newsprint with us today?

20               (No response.)

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   I repeat, is there a representative from

23   Boise Packing & Newsprint, LLC with us?

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Mr. Jones.

 2               MR. JONES:

 3                   I move to deny the request for renewal.

 4               DR. S. WILSON:

 5                   Question.

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Dr. Wilson.

 8               DR. S. WILSON:

 9                   Not taking issue with the motion, just a

10   procedural question.  With these late renewals, are they

11   communicated to be here or is there an expectation that

12   when they submit it that they show up?

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Mr. Usie.

15               MR. USIE:

16                   Yes, they are -- we give notification

17   that the application will be presented to the Board and

18   will be discussed with the companies.  We also let them

19   know it's important for them to attend if there's any

20   questions.

21               DR. S. WILSON:

22                   Is this an end-all and be-all for

23   somebody who's submitting a renewal?  Is this their only

24   opportunity to have a renewal?  Can they come back and

25   ask again if I vote to support the motion to --
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 1               MR. USIE:

 2                   You can defer it.

 3               MR. S. WILSON:

 4                   Defer?

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Yes.

 7                   Mr. Slone.

 8               MR. SLONE:

 9                   So, Mr. Jones, you were saying deny?

10               MR. JONES:

11                   Yes.  I'm actually moving to deny, and

12   just so for those who may be new to the game, a late

13   renewal is -- there are reasons for late renewals and,

14   but this, what we've attempted to do on this Board is

15   help people understand that, especially the ITEP

16   exemption, is what we perceive to be a very valuable

17   benefit the state is giving, and there are certainly

18   reasons for being late, but when, A, it is late, and, B,

19   the company has been notified of this meeting, and, C,

20   they've chosen not to be here to explain why it's late,

21   it's very difficult for at least this member of the

22   Board to grant a lot of grace and mercy when they had

23   every opportunity to, A, do it right, and, B, come

24   explain why they didn't.

25                   So with that said, that's where at least
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 1   this Board member stands.

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Mr. Secretary.

 4               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 5                   I have a question for the staff.

 6                   Are their tax applications being handled

 7   by a consulting firm or have they taken it internal to

 8   their corporation?

 9               MR. USIE:

10                   It's internal.  And, also, if it is

11   denied today, they also have an opportunity to appeal

12   the denial at the next Board meeting.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Dr. Wilson.

15               DR. S. WILSON:

16                   I support his comments.  I was just

17   asking for clarification.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Not a problem.  We welcome all

20   questions, sometimes ad nauseam.

21                   Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

22               DR. W. WILSON:

23                   I think you need a second; right?

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   We do need a second.
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 1               DR. W. WILSON:

 2                   Second.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   All right.  Motion has been seconded.

 5                   All right.  Mr. Miller.

 6               MR. MILLER:

 7                   Has Boise Packaging & Newsprint had any

 8   renewals under this Board?  Would you know that?

 9               MR. USIE:

10                   I don't believe so.  They had their new

11   application with their PCA Corporation.  It's possible

12   they just left and thought that they were done once that

13   new application went through and someone was here.  I

14   can't confirm that.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   They did have someone here?

17               MR. MILLER:

18                   In this world, it's pretty known that

19   this is the action that we take.  I was just -- okay.

20   Thank you.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Any other questions or comments from the

23   Board?

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   There's a motion on the floor with a

 2   proper second.

 3                   Representative Carmody.

 4               MR. CARMODY:

 5                   I certainly agree with the firing a shot

 6   across the bow to anybody that does not come before this

 7   body when they're asking for our consideration.  That

 8   being said, I just wanted to clarify, it seems like in

 9   the past that what we've done is when they were late

10   like this, we would penalize a business one-year penalty

11   on that renewal, and I would think that maybe under

12   appeal, I would be amenable to consider that, but I

13   think today we send a signal as the Board that this type

14   of failure to comply with the request is not going to be

15   tolerated.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   That is correct.

18                   Mr. Jones.

19               MR. JONES:

20                   One reason, frankly, for my motion is

21   that I think our standard is one year per one month

22   late, and they're eight months late.  That would be

23   eight years get knocked off the exemption, for all

24   intents and purposes.

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   So noted.

 2                   All right.  Motion on the floor.

 3                   Any other comments from the public?

 4               (No response.)

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 7               (Several members respond "aye.")

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   All opposed with a "nay."

10               (No response.)

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Boise Cascade (sic) is denied.

13               MR. USIE:

14                   Next is 20081221, Centric Pipe, LLC,

15   Bossier Parish, initial contract expiration 12/31 of

16   2015, renewal request date 5/15 of 2018; 20081221A,

17   Centric Pipe, LLC, Bossier Parish, initial contract

18   expiration 12/31 of 2016 and renewal request date May

19   15th, 2018.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Is there a representative from Centric

22   Pipe with us today?

23                   Please step forward and identify

24   yourself.  Speak slowly for me.

25               MR. LONG:
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 1                   Hi.  I'm Jack Long.  I'm from Centric

 2   Pipe.

 3                   The reason for those contracts that are

 4   late is because, like I explained before, we bought

 5   Northwest Piping in 2014, and then we continue operation

 6   now Centric Pipe, but it was Northwest Pipe.  And at

 7   that time, we basically -- we kind transferred these two

 8   contracts from Northwest Pipe into Centric Pipe name.

 9   And then after that, the company outsourced the property

10   tax services using the CPA firm, and then the CPA firm

11   did not renew it for us and the company didn't know.

12   And now I found out that those contracts, I talked with

13   Hud and they said nobody's renewed it, and now I want to

14   renew those contracts.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   All right.  Thank you, Mr. Jack.

17                   Are there any questions from the Board

18   members concerning this late renewal?

19               MR. MOLLER:

20                   So just a question.  So your exemption

21   that expired three and a half years ago, have you been

22   paying property taxes in those three and a half years?

23               MR. USIE:

24                   They have not.  I can answer.  We got

25   with the assessor and I had -- the company spoke with
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 1   the parish assessor and we got it in writing that

 2   confirmed that no taxes have been paid since that

 3   expiration date for both contracts.

 4               MR. MOLLER:

 5                   Okay.  So if we do, let's say, a

 6   three-year penalty, does that mean there's going to be

 7   an effort to collect those property taxes that they

 8   should have been paying because they didn't have an

 9   exemption?

10               MR. USIE:

11                   I don't believe so.  That would be with

12   the assessor.

13               MR. MOLLER:

14                   Well, this is $150,000 a year in

15   property taxes that they should have been paying because

16   there's no exemption in place.  I mean, that seems like

17   it would pay for a lot of school teachers and municipal

18   employees in Bossier Parish.  I mean, how do we get that

19   money back?

20               MS. CHENG:

21                   The tax assessor can go back up to three

22   years to collect taxes.

23               MR. MOLLER:

24                   It's up to local tax assessor to decide

25   whether they want to recover the money that Bossier
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 1   Parish is owed?

 2               MS. CHENG:

 3                   Yes.

 4               MR. MOLLER:

 5                   Okay.

 6               MR. LONG:

 7                   Well, I want clarify that.  I look at

 8   the paperwork of the CPA firm.  They use a different

 9   approach.  They use a customizer, which is customized to

10   only capture what we have, but that number match with

11   the separate contracts.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Mr. Jones.

14               MR. JONES:

15                   Is the CPA firm still working for you?

16               MR. LONG:

17                   No.

18               MR. JONES:

19                   Good.

20               MR. LONG:

21                   We decided to do it ourself.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   All right.  So everyone understands

24   where we are, they have two contracts.  One is three

25   years late.
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 1               MR. MOLLER:

 2                   Three and a half.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   So basically they would lose four years.

 5   So there could be one more year under exemption for one

 6   of them.

 7               MR. JONES:

 8                   Mr. Chairman, again, if you look up at

 9   the top of the page, apparently our standard has been we

10   reduce by one year for each calendar month that it's

11   late.

12               MS. CHENG:

13                   That's a "may" in the rules.

14               MR. JONES:

15                   I understand.

16               MS. CHENG:

17                   But then typically at the last meetings

18   y'all --

19               MR. JONES:

20                   That's what been done.

21               MS. CHENG:

22                   No.  Y'all have been reducing by a year

23   for every year or portion of a year.

24               MR. JONES:

25                   Got it.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   That's how we've been treating it.  For

 3   each year that they're late, they've been reduced by a

 4   year.

 5               MR. JONES:

 6                   Got it.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   So the first one was three and a half

 9   years late.

10               MR. USIE:

11                   Two and a half years late.  The 2015

12   one?

13                   Two and a half after December 31st.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   I was using your number.

16                   Two and a half years late, so that would

17   be a three-year reduction staying with what we have been

18   doing.

19               MR. USIE:

20                   A year or a portion of a year, so that

21   would be correct.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   So it would be two years left on the

24   contract.

25               MS. CHENG:
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 1                   So if it expired in 2015, or the initial

 2   expiration, if y'all approved it today, it would

 3   expire -- it would have expired last December.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Last year.

 6               MS. CHENG:

 7                   Correct.

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Right.

10               MS. CHENG:

11                   So it would have been taxable for '18,

12   but they just don't want the assessor to go back and tax

13   them for '17, '16 and '17.  That's why they're renewing

14   this.

15               MR. MOLLER:

16                   But the assessor, if we --

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   Mr. Moller.

19               MR. MOLLER:

20                   If we do a three-year penalty, then the

21   assessor can go back --

22               MS. CHENG:

23                   They can tax this year, correct, 2018.

24               MR. MOLLER:

25                   Okay.  But could they tax 2016 and 2017?
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 1               MS. CHENG:

 2                   No, because you'd be approving with a

 3   three-year penalty.  It would have typically been a

 4   five-year renewal, and you're taking off 2020, 2019,

 5   2018.

 6               MR. MOLLER:

 7                   Okay.

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   So my thoughts are is that this contract

10   have exemption through the end of this year, and that

11   will, you know, keep you from having to pay back taxes,

12   but after that, the exemption is over for that specific

13   contract.  I think that's the only way you're going to

14   be able to handle it.  And from a legal perspective, I

15   don't -- you know, I guess that takes you out of the

16   statute of limitations and you can't go -- the assessors

17   couldn't go back.  I think that's the only way to handle

18   this one.

19                   Any other thoughts from any other

20   smarter people?

21               MR. JONES:

22                   Since I don't qualify, I won't make any.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Dr. Wilson.

25               DR. W. WILSON:
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 1                    Can we restate what...

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Yeah.  I think we're going to have to do

 4   these individually, I think, because we have two

 5   situations here.  One where effectively the penalty

 6   creates an expired contract, but if we allow the

 7   contract to be in place, would that preclude the

 8   assessor from going back and pursuing taxes?

 9               MR. JONES:

10                   Do we have a motion, Mr. Chairman?

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   I think we have a motion to --

13               MR. JONES:

14                   I don't think we have a motion.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   No, we don't have a motion yet.  We have

17   discussion.

18                   Mr. Jones.

19               MR. JONES:

20                   I'll make a motion that on the first

21   one, which is 20081221, Centric Pipe, and just to be

22   clear, the investment is $21,626,000, I move that we

23   grant the renewal, but with a three-year penalty.

24               DR. W. WILSON:

25                   Second.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Motion has been made and seconded,

 3   three-year penalty on it, so that means it would have

 4   enjoyed two years worth of exemptions.

 5               MR. JONES:

 6                   That's correct.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Which would be '16 and '17, so they owe

 9   taxes for this year.

10               MR. JONES:

11                   Yes.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   All right.

14               MR. JONES:

15                   And, Mr. Chairman, in my world, that's

16   about as good as we can do.

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   I'm fine with it.

19                   Any other questions or comments on that

20   one?

21               (No response.)

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   All right.  Motion has been made and

24   seconded.

25                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."
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 1               (Several members respond "aye.")

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   All oppose with a "nay."

 4               (No response.)

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   That motion carries.

 7               MR. JONES:

 8                   Then I'll make a motion for the second

 9   one, if you don't mind, Mr. Chairman, which is

10   20081221-A, which is Centric Pipe, and, again, the

11   investment is $1,968000, and as I appreciate it, the

12   expiration date was 12/31/2016, so I would move that we

13   grant the renewal, but with a two-year penalty.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Motion has been made by Mr. Jones;

16   seconded by Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

17                   Any further comments from the public?

18               (No response.)

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Questions from the Board members?

21               (No response.)

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

24               (Several members respond "aye.")

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   All opposed with a "nay."

 2               (No response.)

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Motion carries.

 5                   And I know the attorneys will work this

 6   out at the office.  Thank you.

 7               MR. LONG:

 8                   Thank you.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   All right.  Next we have Century

11   Marketing Solutions.  Please proceed.

12               MR. USIE:

13                   20130737, Century Marketing Solutions,

14   LLC, Ouachita Parish, initial contract expiration 12/31

15   of 2017, renewal request date July 31st of 2018.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Representative, please identify

18   yourself.

19               MS. MANN:

20                   Melissa Mann with CenturyLink, and this

21   was simply an administrative oversight on our part.  We

22   flagged this in our system for the wrong renewal date,

23   so we fixed that as quickly as we could.  And we

24   understand the Board's policy for the one-year penalty,

25   and we don't object to that.
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 1               MR. CARMODY:

 2                   So moved.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Motion made by Secretary Carmody;

 5   seconded by Mr. Slone.

 6                   Any comments or questions?

 7               (No response.)

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10               (Several members respond "aye.")

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   All opposed with a "nay."

13               (No response.)

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Motion carries.

16                   Thank you, Ms. Mann.

17               MR. USIE:

18                   Next we have 2013474, 20130475, 20130476

19   and 20130477, all Cornerstone Chemical Company in

20   Jefferson Parish.  All of expiration dates were 12/31 of

21   2017, and all four of them were received on March 21st,

22   2018.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Please identify yourself.

25               MS. BOWMAN:
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 1                   Hi.  I'm Linzi Bowman.  I'm the Credit

 2   and Tax Manager for Cornerstone Chemical Company.

 3                   I disagree with the lateness of my

 4   contracts.  When I contacted Kristen on the 15th of July

 5   of 2017, I was notified from my e-mail that I could not

 6   renew my contracts via e-mail, which was the previous

 7   policy.  I mailed the documentation end of July, early

 8   August, contacted them back at the end of January of

 9   2018, early February, and was told they never received

10   my contracts.  So immediately I told her I had support

11   documentation for my contracts, supplied that

12   documentation to them and was told it was incomplete

13   because it did not have the affidavit of the contracts.

14                   In the previous years, the affidavits

15   were not required until after the contracts were

16   approved.  So I feel, as a company, I don't feel I

17   should be penalized for the year for being and

18   communicating with both of them.

19                   I've worked for Cornerstone for the last

20   eight years and have supplied all of the documentation

21   timely to them.  I just received my 2014 contract copies

22   from them in order to do the Project Completion Reports

23   and the Affidavit of Final Cost.  I don't receive my

24   documentation from them timely, and I feel I should not

25   be penalized for that.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   So when you say you received the

 3   affidavit, which affidavit was that?  Was that the

 4   Affidavit of Final Cost?

 5               MS. BOWMAN:

 6                   When you renew the contracts, you have

 7   to have an affidavit, which is notarized, that you on

 8   behalf of the company have acknowledged that you've

 9   provided all of the documentation.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Okay.  That affidavit.

12               MS. BOWMAN:

13                   Yes, sir.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All right.  Kristen, can you help us?

16               MR. USIE:

17                   Okay.  We asked -- we spoke with Linzi

18   and asked her to provide us any documentation she had of

19   proof from the postal service that would use that stamp

20   date for saying that she sent it in 2017, like she said

21   she did in August.  She provided us a copy of the

22   package that she sent, but there was no postmark date

23   from the postal service.  That's from a Pitney Bowes

24   machine that you run through it to pay for it with the

25   company, but there's no stamp saying it was sent on this
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 1   date and we just didn't receive it.  That's what we're

 2   looking for.  She didn't send it with a tracking number.

 3   We asked for that.

 4               MS. BOWMAN:

 5                   And I am going forward, just so you

 6   know.

 7               MR. USIE:

 8                   She did going forward, she has going

 9   forward, and now with NextGen and everything going

10   online, so hopefully the mail problem will be solved.

11               MS. BOWMAN:

12                   Yeah.  And I think it's just a

13   misunderstanding, and I apologize for not contacting

14   right after, but we moved off site, was receiving some

15   of my mail, not receiving some of my mail.  Like, I

16   didn't receive any notification from them that they

17   didn't receive my renewal.  I contacted them.  I mean,

18   previously, in the past, Ms. Lori would have contacted

19   me if she didn't receive it because I made the effort to

20   renew the contracts.  So I understand it's a

21   miscommunication probably on both of us, but I did my

22   best to supply my documentation and my support.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Mr. Jones, do you have a question?

25               MR. JONES:
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 1                   It appears to me that the staff is

 2   technically correct.  I mean, we have a situation here

 3   where they've followed the rules.  However, it would

 4   also, unless you sent it certified mail return receipt

 5   requested, it would be difficult to prove the postmark

 6   because you don't get the postmark until it's gone to

 7   the post office.

 8               MS. BOWMAN:

 9                   Absolutely.

10               MR. JONES:

11                   And so I think the staff is doing what

12   it needs to do, and I think it's appropriate -- that's

13   the reason we have a board.

14                   And this is one of those situations

15   where I feel it would be appropriate to grant the

16   renewal without a penalty, and I so move.

17               MR. CHABERT:

18                   Second.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All right.  Motion has been made to

21   approve this with no consequence; seconded by Senator

22   Chabert, I believe.

23                   Any other questions or comments from the

24   Board members regarding this one?

25               (No response.)
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Any other comments from the public?

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. SLONE:

 5                   I'm sorry.

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Mr. Slone.

 8               MR. SLONE:

 9                   I appreciate your comments, and the

10   whole idea is you follow up on something that's

11   important to your organization --

12               MS. BOWMAN:

13                   Yes, sir.

14               MR. SLONE:

15                   -- may be ensuring -- and I'm not trying

16   to poke a finger in your eye, but it seemed like you

17   poked a finger in the staff's eye.  So in defense of the

18   staff, I think, you know, you have a responsibility

19   also, and that is to ensure that you, whether it's

20   something that you sign for in the mail, FedEX, whatever

21   you call for, but it's important for us to follow up

22   because I did hear you say you sent something in July or

23   August, but you didn't follow up until January.  So

24   just --

25               MS. BOWMAN:

0100

 1                   Yes, sir.  And I'm certifying everything

 2   going forward.  I realize, I mean, a lot of the issues

 3   is probably with the mail service, so I am trying to

 4   prevent that from happening.  And I do communicate with

 5   both -- you know, both of them on pretty much any basis

 6   I have questions.

 7               MR. SLONE:

 8                   Thank you.

 9               MS. BOWMAN:

10                   You're welcome.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Any other comments?

13                   Thank you, Mr. Slone.

14                   Any other comments?

15               SECRETARY PIERSON:

16                   In NextGen you'll be able to do this

17   electronically and submit your signature online.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Which has been a long time coming.

20   Since 1992 at least.

21               MS. BOWMAN:

22                   Yes.  Very favorable.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   All right.  All in favor, indicate with

25   an "aye."
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 1               (Several members respond "aye.")

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   All opposed with a "nay."

 4               (No response.)

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Motion carries.  All renewals for

 7   Cornerstone are approved in full.

 8               MR. USIE:

 9                   And that concludes the late renewals.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Thank you, Mr. Usie.

12                   All right.  Next we have name changes.

13               MR. USIE:

14                   We have one change in name, United WELD

15   Operations, LP, 20150189-A in Livingston Parish requests

16   the name to be Epic Piping, LLC.

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   All right.  Any comments from the public

19   concerning the name change?

20               (No response.)

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Questions or comments from the Board?

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Is there a motion to approve the name
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 1   change?

 2                   Made by Representative Carmody; seconded

 3   by Ms. Heather Malone.

 4                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 5               (Several members respond "aye.")

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   All opposed with a "nay."

 8               (No response.)

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Motion carries.

11               MR. USIE:

12                   We have one change in location only:

13   Epic Piping, LLC, 20150834, previous location 1352

14   Choctaw Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70805, East Baton

15   Rouge Parish, new location 28445 South Frost Road,

16   Livingston, Louisiana 70754 in Livingston Parish.

17               MR. CARMODY:

18                   Motion to approve.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All right.  Any comments from the

21   public?

22               (No response.)

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Motion has been made by Representative

25   Carmody; seconded by Senator Chabert.
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 1                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 2               (Several members respond "aye.")

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   All opposed with a "nay."

 5               (No response.)

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Motion carries.

 8               MR. USIE:

 9                   We have nine transfers of tax exemption:

10   Albemarle Corporation, 20081302, 20081301-A, 20090945,

11   20101199, 20111253, 20130012, 20140008, 20145162 and

12   20152058 in East Baton Rouge Parish.  The new owner is

13   W.R. Grace & Co.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All right.  Any comments from the public

16   concerning the transfers?

17               (No response.)

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Motion has been made by Senator Chabert;

20   seconded by Dr. Woodrow Wilson.

21                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

22               (Several members respond "aye.")

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   All opposed with a "nay."

25               (No response.)
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Motion carries.

 3               MR. USIE:

 4                   We have five cancelation requests:

 5   Houston Plating & Coatings, 20111111, 20150319 and

 6   20160819 in Lafayette Parish.  Company requests

 7   cancelation due to plant closing for business as of

 8   March 31st, 2016.

 9                   CVD, Incorporated, 20110369 and 20120735

10   in Iberia Parish.  Company requests cancelation due to

11   taxes being paid and company being sold.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Any comments from the public concerning

14   these cancelations?

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Motion is made by Representative

18   Carmody; seconded by Ms. Malone.

19                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

20               (Several members respond "aye.")

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   All opposed with a "nay."

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Motion carries.
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 1               MR. USIE:

 2                   That concludes the ITEP portion.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Thank you, Usie.

 5                   Secretary Pierson.

 6               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 7                   Thank you for affording me a few moments

 8   to make some brief remarks.  I think it's critically

 9   important to keep this Board informed, so thank you for

10   that opportunity.

11                   Some excellence to report to you.  Since

12   our last Board meeting, the Louisiana Department of

13   Economic Development has undergone an extensive,

14   year-long performance audit, financial audit, incentives

15   audit, and we're also calling in our stakeholders for

16   interviews in a process in compliance with the

17   International Economic Development Council, and because

18   of our excellence in terms of all of their evaluating

19   categories, we were awarded an Accredited Economic

20   Development Organization status today.  Louisiana is the

21   only state in the nation that has that status in North

22   America.  There are about 61 accredited economic

23   development organizations.  Scott Martinez, North

24   Louisiana Economic Partnership, is one of those.  We

25   have some other partners around the state that are also
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 1   accredited, but certainly reflects some excellence on

 2   behalf of the staff, some of which you see here, but

 3   many up on the 11th floor continue to perform in an

 4   exemplary fashion.  I'm very proud of their efforts.

 5                   And with that, we're also producing some

 6   fantastic results.  We were awarded the Best Workforce

 7   Development Training Program in the Nation for our

 8   FastStart Program for the ninth time.  And I don't want

 9   anyone to think that's just because you keep bowling a

10   300, you stay at the top of the league.  This league

11   changes all of the time.  Many states are pursuing very

12   aggressive workforce programs, and we continue to be

13   innovative with ours and serve the corporate community

14   that we're seeking to attract, grow, retain here in our

15   state.  And so, for the ninth time, to win what I refer

16   to as a Superbowl trophy was certainly an outstanding

17   accomplishment made possible by the resources afforded

18   to us through the legislature and the Governor's support

19   and leadership at many levels.

20                   And, finally, that excellence is

21   reported to us as well by Southern Business and

22   Development Magazine, which did a very thorough review

23   of performance of southern states in the 2017 timeframe,

24   and Louisiana finished Number 2 in terms of the

25   investment and job creation behind Kentucky.  So I'll
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 1   translate that a little bit to tell you that we beat

 2   Alabama.

 3                   But I'm very proud of the organization

 4   that I'm honored to lead, and I'm very appreciative of

 5   this Board.  You are managing the tools that are the

 6   foundation of our success.  We have a fantastic momentum

 7   moving forward in this state right now.  We're on track.

 8   We're heading in the right direction.

 9                   Since January of '16, we have created

10   more than 24,000 jobs and retained 16,000 jobs in our

11   state.  We have more citizens working presently than

12   ever before in our history.  That's in the north of

13   2-million citizens employed.  We're seeing that

14   employment growing in every SMA around the state.

15                   We know we are not declaring mission

16   accomplished.  Our work continues.  We still have

17   communities that are struggling, communities that need

18   more, but we're active in our outreach and community

19   development activities and opportunities.  And we've

20   seen also that Louisiana's GDP reached an annual rate of

21   $251-billion, and that's also the highest in the state's

22   history.

23                   So a lot of things are going well for

24   us, it's because of the support that we get here that

25   we're able to continue that momentum.  And I would also
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 1   acknowledge the support of the legislature in bringing

 2   back the budget certainty that's so important.  And with

 3   that, we've recently seen movie investors upgrade

 4   Louisiana's financial outlook from what was negative to

 5   now stable, and that resonates with corporations that

 6   have succeeded in our state.  Again, much of those

 7   contracts and incentive programs come across your desk

 8   right here, and I'm greatly appreciative of that support

 9   and the role that we're able to play in building a

10   vibrant economy in our state.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

13                   Next we have other business, election of

14   vice chair.

15                   Don, you want to say something on this

16   or...

17               SECRETARY PIERSON:

18                   As many of you may know, Senator Robert

19   Adley was previously performing in the role of vice

20   chair for the Board of Commerce and Industry.  You may

21   not have been aware that we were going to consider this

22   today.  We would want to be open with the process, so my

23   suggestion might be that, unless the Board feels

24   differently, that those that have an interest in serving

25   as vice chair, make their interest known to Mr. Windham
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 1   and we can bring back the candidate list at our next

 2   meeting and the Board can decide on the determination of

 3   who will serve as vice chair for the Commerce and

 4   Industry Board.

 5                   I'm seeing general agreement that that

 6   may be the pathway forward.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   So, agreement with everyone?  Because it

 9   did just come up.  You know, Dr. Wilson has been

10   designated as the Governor's representative, but nobody

11   had a chance to really think about it or talk about it

12   prior to this meeting, so we'll do that.  We'll defer

13   that action until next time.

14                   All right.  With that, is there any

15   other business anyone who wants to bring up?

16                   Mr. Jones.

17               MR. JONES:

18                   Just one other comment.  I learned that

19   Mr. Pierson has recently been named the World Trade

20   Center of New Orleans Eugene Schreiber Award winner, and

21   we want to congratulate you for that recognition.  And

22   in the words of Eeyore, "It's just nice to be noticed

23   sometimes," you know.

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   There will be a luncheon in November, I
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 1   believe.

 2               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 3                   November 9th.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   November the 9th.

 6               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 7                   But thank you for that acknowledgement,

 8   and I attribute it to the great team that I'm privileged

 9   to lead, and that team that in my view that is across

10   our state with our regional partners with consultants

11   that help manage things and a whole host of industry

12   that does a lot more than they're required to do, and

13   some of those points were made about Exxon today.

14                   So on behalf of all of those that are

15   actively engaged in our state's economy, I'm privileged

16   to be recognized with that award.

17                   Thank you.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   All right.  Is there a motion to

20   adjourn?

21                   Made by Mr. Jones; seconded by Mr.

22   Miller.

23                   All opposed?

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1       All in favor?

 2   (Several members respond "aye."

 3   MR. WINDHAM:

 4       Approved.

 5   (Meeting concludes at 11:17 a.m.)
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 3   Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, as the

 4   officer before whom this meeting for the Louisiana Board
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 6   meeting was reported by me in the stenotype reporting
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 9   correct transcript to the best of my ability and

10   understanding;

11               That the transcript has been prepared in

12   compliance with transcript format required by statute or

13   by rules of the board, that I have acted in compliance

14   with the prohibition on contractual relationships, as

15   defined by Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure Article

16   1434 and in rules and advisory opinions of the board;

17               That I am not related to counsel or to the

18   parties herein, nor am I otherwise interested in the

19   outcome of this matter.

20

     Dated this 14th day of September, 2018.

21

22                               ___________________________

23                                 ELICIA H. WOODWORTH, CCR

24                                 CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER

25






			Index			MediaGroup			SourceCase			FirstName			LastName			Date			StartPage			EndPage			LinesPerPage			Complete


			1			OF COMMERCE _ INDUSTRY, LOUISIANA BOARD OF.100029_100			MEETING MINUTES FOR BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY OF LOUISIANA ECONOMIC DEVELOP 			THE BOARD OF 			COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY			8/29/2018			1			112			25			true





			Index			Timecode			TimeStamp			Temp			PageNum			LineNum			NoDisplay			Text			Native			Redact


			1									PG			1			0			false			page 1						false


			2									LN			1			1			false			 1						false


			3									LN			1			2			false			 2						false


			4									LN			1			3			false			 3						false


			5									LN			1			4			false			 4						false


			6									LN			1			5			false			 5						false


			7									LN			1			6			false			 6               MEETING MINUTES FOR						false


			8									LN			1			7			false			 7       THE BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY						false


			9									LN			1			8			false			 8                     OF THE						false


			10									LN			1			9			false			 9   LOUISIANA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION						false


			11									LN			1			10			false			10                     HELD AT						false


			12									LN			1			11			false			11                LASALLE BUILDING						false


			13									LN			1			12			false			12              617 NORTH 3RD STREET						false


			14									LN			1			13			false			13                  LABELLE ROOM						false


			15									LN			1			14			false			14             BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA						false


			16									LN			1			15			false			15         ON THE 29TH DAY OF AUGUST, 2018						false


			17									LN			1			16			false			16             COMMENCING AT 9:36 A.M.						false


			18									LN			1			17			false			17						false


			19									LN			1			18			false			18						false


			20									LN			1			19			false			19						false


			21									LN			1			20			false			20     REPORTED BY:  ELICIA H. WOODWORTH, CCR						false


			22									LN			1			21			false			21						false


			23									LN			1			22			false			22						false


			24									LN			1			23			false			23						false


			25									LN			1			24			false			24						false


			26									LN			1			25			false			25						false


			27									PG			2			0			false			page 2						false


			28									LN			2			1			false			 1   Appearances of Board Members Present:						false


			29									LN			2			2			false			 2   Mayor Glenn Brasseaux						false


			30									LN			2			2			false			     Don Briggs						false


			31									LN			2			3			false			 3   Representative Thomas Carmody						false


			32									LN			2			3			false			     Senator Norby Chabert						false


			33									LN			2			4			false			 4   Phillip Devillier						false


			34									LN			2			4			false			     Jerald Jones						false


			35									LN			2			5			false			 5   Heather Malone						false


			36									LN			2			5			false			     Charles R. "Robby" Miller						false


			37									LN			2			6			false			 6   Jan K. Moller						false


			38									LN			2			6			false			     Secretary Don Pierson						false


			39									LN			2			7			false			 7   Darrel J. Saizan, Jr.						false


			40									LN			2			7			false			     Ronnie Slone						false


			41									LN			2			8			false			 8   Dr. Shawn Wilson for Governor Edwards						false


			42									LN			2			8			false			     Dr. Woodrow Wilson, Jr.						false


			43									LN			2			9			false			 9   Steve Windham						false


			44									LN			2			10			false			10   Staff members present:						false


			45									LN			2			11			false			11   Samantha Booker						false


			46									LN			2			11			false			     Tam Bourgeois						false


			47									LN			2			12			false			12   Kristen Cheng						false


			48									LN			2			12			false			     Frank Favaloro						false


			49									LN			2			13			false			13   Brenda Guess						false


			50									LN			2			13			false			     Richard House						false


			51									LN			2			14			false			14   Becky Lambert						false


			52									LN			2			14			false			     Mandi Mitchell						false


			53									LN			2			15			false			15   Joyce Metoyer						false


			54									LN			2			15			false			     Hud Usie						false


			55									LN			2			16			false			16   Anne Villa						false


			56									LN			2			16			false			     Daria Vinning						false


			57									LN			2			17			false			17						false


			58									LN			2			18			false			18						false


			59									LN			2			19			false			19						false


			60									LN			2			20			false			20						false


			61									LN			2			21			false			21						false


			62									LN			2			22			false			22						false


			63									LN			2			23			false			23						false


			64									LN			2			24			false			24						false


			65									LN			2			25			false			25						false


			66									PG			3			0			false			page 3						false


			67									LN			3			1			false			 1               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			68									LN			3			2			false			 2                   Morning, everyone.  I'd like to call the						false


			69									LN			3			3			false			 3   Board of Commerce & Industry meeting for August 29th,						false


			70									LN			3			4			false			 4   2018 to order.						false


			71									LN			3			5			false			 5                   Ms. Daria Vinning, I'd like to welcome						false


			72									LN			3			6			false			 6   you to the Board.						false


			73									LN			3			7			false			 7                   She's the replacement for Melissa, so,						false


			74									LN			3			8			false			 8   welcome to C&I.						false


			75									LN			3			9			false			 9               MS. VINNING:						false


			76									LN			3			10			false			10                   Thank you.						false


			77									LN			3			11			false			11               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			78									LN			3			12			false			12                   Thank you.  Please call roll.						false


			79									LN			3			13			false			13               MS. VINNING:						false


			80									LN			3			14			false			14                   Okay.  We have a Dr. Shawn Wilson on						false


			81									LN			3			15			false			15   behalf of Governor John Bel Edwards.						false


			82									LN			3			16			false			16               DR. S. WILSON:						false


			83									LN			3			17			false			17                   Here.						false


			84									LN			3			18			false			18               MS. VINNING:						false


			85									LN			3			19			false			19                   Don Briggs on behalf of Lieutenant						false


			86									LN			3			20			false			20   Governor Billy Nungesser.						false


			87									LN			3			21			false			21               MR. BRIGGS:						false


			88									LN			3			22			false			22                   Here.						false


			89									LN			3			23			false			23               MS. VINNING:						false


			90									LN			3			24			false			24                   Representative Devillier on behalf of						false


			91									LN			3			25			false			25   Represent Neil Abramson.						false


			92									PG			4			0			false			page 4						false


			93									LN			4			1			false			 1               MR. DEVILLIER:						false


			94									LN			4			2			false			 2                   Here.						false


			95									LN			4			3			false			 3               MS. VINNING:						false


			96									LN			4			4			false			 4                   Mayor Glenn Brasseaux representing						false


			97									LN			4			5			false			 5   Thomas Carmody.						false


			98									LN			4			6			false			 6               MAYOR BRASSEAUX:						false


			99									LN			4			7			false			 7                   Here.						false


			100									LN			4			8			false			 8               MS. VINNING:						false


			101									LN			4			9			false			 9                   Yvette Cola.						false


			102									LN			4			10			false			10               (No response.)						false


			103									LN			4			11			false			11               MS. VINNING:						false


			104									LN			4			12			false			12                   Major Coleman.						false


			105									LN			4			13			false			13               (No response.)						false


			106									LN			4			14			false			14               MS. VINNING:						false


			107									LN			4			15			false			15                   Rickey Fabra.						false


			108									LN			4			16			false			16               (No response.)						false


			109									LN			4			17			false			17               MS. VINNING:						false


			110									LN			4			18			false			18                   Manuel "Manny" Fajardo.						false


			111									LN			4			19			false			19               (No response.)						false


			112									LN			4			20			false			20               MS. VINNING:						false


			113									LN			4			21			false			21                   Jerry Jones.						false


			114									LN			4			22			false			22               MR. JONES:						false


			115									LN			4			23			false			23                   Here.						false


			116									LN			4			24			false			24               MS. VINNING:						false


			117									LN			4			25			false			25                   Heather Malone.						false


			118									PG			5			0			false			page 5						false


			119									LN			5			1			false			 1               MS. MALONE:						false


			120									LN			5			2			false			 2                   Here.						false


			121									LN			5			3			false			 3               MS. VINNING:						false


			122									LN			5			4			false			 4                   Senator Danny Martiny.						false


			123									LN			5			5			false			 5               (No response.)						false


			124									LN			5			6			false			 6               MS. VINNING:						false


			125									LN			5			7			false			 7                   Charles "Robbie" Miller.						false


			126									LN			5			8			false			 8               MR. MILLER:						false


			127									LN			5			9			false			 9                   Here.						false


			128									LN			5			10			false			10               MS. VINNING:						false


			129									LN			5			11			false			11                   Jan Moller.						false


			130									LN			5			12			false			12               MR. MOLLER:						false


			131									LN			5			13			false			13                   Here.						false


			132									LN			5			14			false			14               MS. VINNING:						false


			133									LN			5			15			false			15                   Senator Norbert Chabert on behalf of						false


			134									LN			5			16			false			16   Senator JP Morrell.						false


			135									LN			5			17			false			17               (No response.)						false


			136									LN			5			18			false			18               MS. VINNING:						false


			137									LN			5			19			false			19                   Secretary Don Pierson.						false


			138									LN			5			20			false			20               SECRETARY PIERSON:						false


			139									LN			5			21			false			21                   Present.						false


			140									LN			5			22			false			22               MS. VINNING:						false


			141									LN			5			23			false			23                   Scott Richard.						false


			142									LN			5			24			false			24               (No response.)						false


			143									LN			5			25			false			25               MS. VINNING:						false


			144									PG			6			0			false			page 6						false


			145									LN			6			1			false			 1                   Darrel Saizan.						false


			146									LN			6			2			false			 2               (No response.)						false


			147									LN			6			3			false			 3               MS. VINNING:						false


			148									LN			6			4			false			 4                   Danny Schexnaydre.						false


			149									LN			6			5			false			 5               (No response.)						false


			150									LN			6			6			false			 6               MS. VINNING:						false


			151									LN			6			7			false			 7                   Ronnie Slone.						false


			152									LN			6			8			false			 8               MR. SLONE:						false


			153									LN			6			9			false			 9                   Here.						false


			154									LN			6			10			false			10               MS. VINNING:						false


			155									LN			6			11			false			11                   Bobby Williams, Junior.						false


			156									LN			6			12			false			12               (No response.)						false


			157									LN			6			13			false			13               MS. VINNING:						false


			158									LN			6			14			false			14                   Steve Windham.						false


			159									LN			6			15			false			15               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			160									LN			6			16			false			16                   Here.						false


			161									LN			6			17			false			17               MS. VINNING:						false


			162									LN			6			18			false			18                   Dr. Woodrow Wilson, Junior.						false


			163									LN			6			19			false			19               DR. W. WILSON:						false


			164									LN			6			20			false			20                   Here.						false


			165									LN			6			21			false			21               MS. VINNING:						false


			166									LN			6			22			false			22                   Twelve present.  We have a quorum.						false


			167									LN			6			23			false			23               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			168									LN			6			24			false			24                   Thank you, Ms. Vinning.						false


			169									LN			6			25			false			25                   I'd like to welcome Mr. Don Briggs and						false


			170									PG			7			0			false			page 7						false


			171									LN			7			1			false			 1   Secretary Dr. Shawn Wilson to the Board.  I know you						false


			172									LN			7			2			false			 2   guys have been oriented on the process and procedures,						false


			173									LN			7			3			false			 3   and I see Dr. Wilson has his little handbook in case						false


			174									LN			7			4			false			 4   there's anything he needs to look up.						false


			175									LN			7			5			false			 5                   Also, I believe we have another lady,						false


			176									LN			7			6			false			 6   Ms. Tanita Gilbert-Baker, who has been appointed as a						false


			177									LN			7			7			false			 7   replacement for Millie Atkins, and she has not made it						false


			178									LN			7			8			false			 8   yet.						false


			179									LN			7			9			false			 9                   And I would like to point out that						false


			180									LN			7			10			false			10   Senator Chabert has arrived.						false


			181									LN			7			11			false			11                   All right.  Did everyone have a chance						false


			182									LN			7			12			false			12   to read the minutes?						false


			183									LN			7			13			false			13                   Is there a motion to approve the						false


			184									LN			7			14			false			14   minutes?						false


			185									LN			7			15			false			15                   Made by Representative Carmody; seconded						false


			186									LN			7			16			false			16   by Jerry Jones.						false


			187									LN			7			17			false			17                   Any questions, changes?						false


			188									LN			7			18			false			18               (No response.)						false


			189									LN			7			19			false			19               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			190									LN			7			20			false			20                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			191									LN			7			21			false			21               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			192									LN			7			22			false			22               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			193									LN			7			23			false			23                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			194									LN			7			24			false			24               (No response.)						false


			195									LN			7			25			false			25               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			196									PG			8			0			false			page 8						false


			197									LN			8			1			false			 1                   Motion carries.						false


			198									LN			8			2			false			 2                   Now we'll move on to Quality Jobs						false


			199									LN			8			3			false			 3   Program presented by Frank Favaloro.						false


			200									LN			8			4			false			 4               MR. FAVALORO:						false


			201									LN			8			5			false			 5                   Yes.  I have four Quality Jobs						false


			202									LN			8			6			false			 6   applications:  20130129, Vivace Corporation, Orleans;						false


			203									LN			8			7			false			 7   20151264, Indorama Ventures Olefins, LLC, in Calcasieu;						false


			204									LN			8			8			false			 8   20161807, HR Nu Blu Energy, LLC in West Baton Rouge; and						false


			205									LN			8			9			false			 9   20170270, Total Quality Logistics, LLC in Orleans.						false


			206									LN			8			10			false			10                   That conclude the new applications.						false


			207									LN			8			11			false			11               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			208									LN			8			12			false			12                   Are there any comments from the public						false


			209									LN			8			13			false			13   concerning the new applications for the Quality Jobs						false


			210									LN			8			14			false			14   Program?						false


			211									LN			8			15			false			15               (No response.)						false


			212									LN			8			16			false			16               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			213									LN			8			17			false			17                   Questions or comments from the Board						false


			214									LN			8			18			false			18   members?						false


			215									LN			8			19			false			19               (No response.)						false


			216									LN			8			20			false			20               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			217									LN			8			21			false			21                   Is there a motion to approve?						false


			218									LN			8			22			false			22                   Made by Mr. Slone; seconded by Mayor						false


			219									LN			8			23			false			23   Brasseaux.						false


			220									LN			8			24			false			24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			221									LN			8			25			false			25               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			222									PG			9			0			false			page 9						false


			223									LN			9			1			false			 1               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			224									LN			9			2			false			 2                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			225									LN			9			3			false			 3               (No response.)						false


			226									LN			9			4			false			 4               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			227									LN			9			5			false			 5                   Motion carries.						false


			228									LN			9			6			false			 6               MR. FAVALORO:						false


			229									LN			9			7			false			 7                   I have three renewal Quality Jobs						false


			230									LN			9			8			false			 8   applications:  20130960, PPG Industries, Inc.,						false


			231									LN			9			9			false			 9   Calcasieu; 20110182, Greatwide Dedicated Transport III,						false


			232									LN			9			10			false			10   LLC in St. Tammany; 20131052, CPX Interactive, LLC,						false


			233									LN			9			11			false			11   Orleans.						false


			234									LN			9			12			false			12               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			235									LN			9			13			false			13                   Are there any comments from the public						false


			236									LN			9			14			false			14   concerning these renewals?						false


			237									LN			9			15			false			15               (No response.)						false


			238									LN			9			16			false			16               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			239									LN			9			17			false			17                   Questions or comments from the Board						false


			240									LN			9			18			false			18   members?						false


			241									LN			9			19			false			19               (No response.)						false


			242									LN			9			20			false			20               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			243									LN			9			21			false			21                   Is there a motion to approve?						false


			244									LN			9			22			false			22                   Made by Ms. Malone; seconded by						false


			245									LN			9			23			false			23   Representative Carmody.						false


			246									LN			9			24			false			24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			247									LN			9			25			false			25               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			248									PG			10			0			false			page 10						false


			249									LN			10			1			false			 1               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			250									LN			10			2			false			 2                   All opposed with "nay."						false


			251									LN			10			3			false			 3               (No response.)						false


			252									LN			10			4			false			 4               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			253									LN			10			5			false			 5                   Motion carries.						false


			254									LN			10			6			false			 6               MR. FAVALORO:						false


			255									LN			10			7			false			 7                   We have one late renewal request.  The						false


			256									LN			10			8			false			 8   initial contract expired on 12/31 of '17.  Late renewal						false


			257									LN			10			9			false			 9   request was July 23rd of '18, and it expired at the end						false


			258									LN			10			10			false			10   of February, February 28th.						false


			259									LN			10			11			false			11               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			260									LN			10			12			false			12                   All right.  Is there a representative						false


			261									LN			10			13			false			13   from Dyno Nobel Louisiana Ammonia with us today?						false


			262									LN			10			14			false			14                   Please step forward identify yourself.						false


			263									LN			10			15			false			15                   Please identify yourself.						false


			264									LN			10			16			false			16               MS. ELDER:						false


			265									LN			10			17			false			17                   Hi.  My name is Heidi Elder from Dyno						false


			266									LN			10			18			false			18   Nobel.						false


			267									LN			10			19			false			19               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			268									LN			10			20			false			20                   All right.  Can you tell us why it was						false


			269									LN			10			21			false			21   late.						false


			270									LN			10			22			false			22               MS. ELDER:						false


			271									LN			10			23			false			23                   Yes.  Regrettably we had an eternal firm						false


			272									LN			10			24			false			24   that was handling a lot of these contracts.  They did						false


			273									LN			10			25			false			25   our initial registration for us.  We decided to						false


			274									PG			11			0			false			page 11						false


			275									LN			11			1			false			 1   discontinue their services and hand it over to our						false


			276									LN			11			2			false			 2   already burdened tax department.  It did not go as						false


			277									LN			11			3			false			 3   smoothly as we had hoped, and regrettably we missed this						false


			278									LN			11			4			false			 4   very important deadline.  So we are here to ask that						false


			279									LN			11			5			false			 5   that be renewed and the penalties waived.						false


			280									LN			11			6			false			 6               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			281									LN			11			7			false			 7                   All right.  Generally the penalties have						false


			282									LN			11			8			false			 8   not been waived.  It's been the posture of this Board to						false


			283									LN			11			9			false			 9   not waive the penalties.						false


			284									LN			11			10			false			10                   So with that, unless there are any						false


			285									LN			11			11			false			11   extenuating circumstances by the Board members.						false


			286									LN			11			12			false			12                   Representative Carmody.						false


			287									LN			11			13			false			13               MR. CARMODY:						false


			288									LN			11			14			false			14                   Yes, sir.  Are you making that in the						false


			289									LN			11			15			false			15   form of a motion?						false


			290									LN			11			16			false			16               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			291									LN			11			17			false			17                   I'm entertaining one, yes.						false


			292									LN			11			18			false			18               MR. CARMODY:						false


			293									LN			11			19			false			19                   I consider that.						false


			294									LN			11			20			false			20               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			295									LN			11			21			false			21                   Mr. Jones.						false


			296									LN			11			22			false			22               MR. JONES:						false


			297									LN			11			23			false			23                   Have they had any instances of being						false


			298									LN			11			24			false			24   late in the past?						false


			299									LN			11			25			false			25               MR. FAVALORO:						false


			300									PG			12			0			false			page 12						false


			301									LN			12			1			false			 1                   We've had one application last year						false


			302									LN			12			2			false			 2   presented to the Board, and there was a 20 percent						false


			303									LN			12			3			false			 3   reduction, one year.						false


			304									LN			12			4			false			 4               MR. JONES:						false


			305									LN			12			5			false			 5                   So this is the second time it's been						false


			306									LN			12			6			false			 6   late?						false


			307									LN			12			7			false			 7               MR. FAVALORO:						false


			308									LN			12			8			false			 8                   Not for this company, no, sir.  We've						false


			309									LN			12			9			false			 9   only had one Quality Jobs contract renewal that's been						false


			310									LN			12			10			false			10   late.						false


			311									LN			12			11			false			11               MR. JONES:						false


			312									LN			12			12			false			12                   Let me make sure my question is clear.						false


			313									LN			12			13			false			13                   Has this company ever been late?						false


			314									LN			12			14			false			14               MR. FAVALORO:						false


			315									LN			12			15			false			15                   No, sir.						false


			316									LN			12			16			false			16               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			317									LN			12			17			false			17                   All right.  So we have a motion on the						false


			318									LN			12			18			false			18   floor; second by Mr. Slone.						false


			319									LN			12			19			false			19                   Any further discussion?						false


			320									LN			12			20			false			20                   The motion is to restrict it by one						false


			321									LN			12			21			false			21   year, by 20 percent.						false


			322									LN			12			22			false			22                   Any further discussions?						false


			323									LN			12			23			false			23               (No response.)						false


			324									LN			12			24			false			24               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			325									LN			12			25			false			25                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			326									PG			13			0			false			page 13						false


			327									LN			13			1			false			 1               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			328									LN			13			2			false			 2               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			329									LN			13			3			false			 3                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			330									LN			13			4			false			 4               (No response.)						false


			331									LN			13			5			false			 5               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			332									LN			13			6			false			 6                   Motion carries.						false


			333									LN			13			7			false			 7                   Thank you, Ms. Heidi.						false


			334									LN			13			8			false			 8               MR. FAVALORO:						false


			335									LN			13			9			false			 9                   We have three requests for change in						false


			336									LN			13			10			false			10   ownership for the following contracts:  20131171, Murphy						false


			337									LN			13			11			false			11   Energy Corporation to NGL Energy Operating, LLC in East						false


			338									LN			13			12			false			12   Feliciana; 20110182, Greatwide Dedicated Transport III,						false


			339									LN			13			13			false			13   LLC to Cardinal Logistics Management Corporation in St.						false


			340									LN			13			14			false			14   Tammany; and 20151041, Pin Oak Holdings, LLC to Pin Oak						false


			341									LN			13			15			false			15   Organization, LLC, St. John the Baptist.						false


			342									LN			13			16			false			16                   That concludes the change in ownership.						false


			343									LN			13			17			false			17               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			344									LN			13			18			false			18                   All right.  Are there any comments from						false


			345									LN			13			19			false			19   the public concerning the name changes for the Quality						false


			346									LN			13			20			false			20   Jobs Program?						false


			347									LN			13			21			false			21               (No response.)						false


			348									LN			13			22			false			22               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			349									LN			13			23			false			23                   Questions or comments from the Board?						false


			350									LN			13			24			false			24               (No response.)						false


			351									LN			13			25			false			25               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			352									PG			14			0			false			page 14						false


			353									LN			14			1			false			 1                   Made by President Miller; seconded by						false


			354									LN			14			2			false			 2   Dr. Woodrow Wilson.						false


			355									LN			14			3			false			 3                   I have two Dr. Wilsons up here, so there						false


			356									LN			14			4			false			 4   may be a little confusion once in a while, but I may						false


			357									LN			14			5			false			 5   call one of them Shawn.						false


			358									LN			14			6			false			 6                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			359									LN			14			7			false			 7               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			360									LN			14			8			false			 8               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			361									LN			14			9			false			 9                   All opposed with a "nay".						false


			362									LN			14			10			false			10               (No response.)						false


			363									LN			14			11			false			11               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			364									LN			14			12			false			12                   Motion carries.						false


			365									LN			14			13			false			13               MR. FAVALORO:						false


			366									LN			14			14			false			14                   That concludes QJ.						false


			367									LN			14			15			false			15               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			368									LN			14			16			false			16                   Thank you, Mr. Favaloro.						false


			369									LN			14			17			false			17                   Next we have the Restoration Tax						false


			370									LN			14			18			false			18   Abatement Program presented by Ms. Becky Lambert.						false


			371									LN			14			19			false			19               MS. LAMBERT:						false


			372									LN			14			20			false			20                   Good morning.  We have 11 new						false


			373									LN			14			21			false			21   applications to present.  First one is 20131308, 417						false


			374									LN			14			22			false			22   Royal Restaurant, LLC in Orleans:  20170046, Academy						false


			375									LN			14			23			false			23   Real Estate, LLC, Orleans; 20161859, Bud Rip's, Orleans;						false


			376									LN			14			24			false			24   20120221, Echolstar Investments, LLC, Ouachita;						false


			377									LN			14			25			false			25   20141093, Hall Downtown, LLC, Ouachita; 20120286,						false


			378									PG			15			0			false			page 15						false


			379									LN			15			1			false			 1   Michael Echols Enterprises, Ouachita; 20120938, Michael						false


			380									LN			15			2			false			 2   Echols Enterprises, Ouachita; 20121220, Michael Echols						false


			381									LN			15			3			false			 3   Enterprises, Ouachita; 20121281, Michael Echols						false


			382									LN			15			4			false			 4   Enterprises, Ouachita; 20161898, Third Floor Properties,						false


			383									LN			15			5			false			 5   Ouachita; 20180157, Troy D. Cheramie, Jefferson.						false


			384									LN			15			6			false			 6                   This concludes the new applications for						false


			385									LN			15			7			false			 7   a total investments of $16,640,000.						false


			386									LN			15			8			false			 8               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			387									LN			15			9			false			 9                   Thank you, Ms. Lambert.  And I assume						false


			388									LN			15			10			false			10   all of the documents supporting the projects are in						false


			389									LN			15			11			false			11   order and on file with the Department?						false


			390									LN			15			12			false			12               MS. LAMBERT:						false


			391									LN			15			13			false			13                   Yes.  In fact, some of these						false


			392									LN			15			14			false			14   applications would have been presented at an earlier						false


			393									LN			15			15			false			15   time except that the resolutions had not come to the						false


			394									LN			15			16			false			16   Department, and upon investigation with the assessor's						false


			395									LN			15			17			false			17   office and the company, we learned that some of the						false


			396									LN			15			18			false			18   resolutions had not been sent.  They were assuming that						false


			397									LN			15			19			false			19   if one person sent it, then the other person sent it.						false


			398									LN			15			20			false			20   And until I received them completely from the local						false


			399									LN			15			21			false			21   governing authority representative, they don't come to						false


			400									LN			15			22			false			22   you.						false


			401									LN			15			23			false			23               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			402									LN			15			24			false			24                   All right.  Thank you very much and good						false


			403									LN			15			25			false			25   job.						false


			404									PG			16			0			false			page 16						false


			405									LN			16			1			false			 1                   Are there any comments from the public						false


			406									LN			16			2			false			 2   concerning the new applications for the Restoration Tax						false


			407									LN			16			3			false			 3   Abatement Program?						false


			408									LN			16			4			false			 4               (No response.)						false


			409									LN			16			5			false			 5               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			410									LN			16			6			false			 6                   Questions or comments from the Board?						false


			411									LN			16			7			false			 7               (No response.)						false


			412									LN			16			8			false			 8               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			413									LN			16			9			false			 9                   Is there a motion to approve them?						false


			414									LN			16			10			false			10                   Made by Mr. Moller; seconded by Dr.						false


			415									LN			16			11			false			11   Shawn Wilson.						false


			416									LN			16			12			false			12                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			417									LN			16			13			false			13               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			418									LN			16			14			false			14               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			419									LN			16			15			false			15                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			420									LN			16			16			false			16               (No response.)						false


			421									LN			16			17			false			17               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			422									LN			16			18			false			18                   Motion carries.						false


			423									LN			16			19			false			19               MS. LAMBERT:						false


			424									LN			16			20			false			20                   We have one renewal application for						false


			425									LN			16			21			false			21   20120912, Vantage Health Plan, Inc. DBA Monroe						false


			426									LN			16			22			false			22   Development, LLC in Ouachita.						false


			427									LN			16			23			false			23               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			428									LN			16			24			false			24                   All right.  Are there any comments from						false


			429									LN			16			25			false			25   the public concerning the renewal of the Restoration Tax						false


			430									PG			17			0			false			page 17						false


			431									LN			17			1			false			 1   Abatement Program?						false


			432									LN			17			2			false			 2               (No response.)						false


			433									LN			17			3			false			 3               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			434									LN			17			4			false			 4                   Any comments from the Board?						false


			435									LN			17			5			false			 5               (No response.)						false


			436									LN			17			6			false			 6               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			437									LN			17			7			false			 7                   Motion made by Dr. Woodrow Wilson;						false


			438									LN			17			8			false			 8   seconded by Representative Carmody.						false


			439									LN			17			9			false			 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			440									LN			17			10			false			10               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			441									LN			17			11			false			11               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			442									LN			17			12			false			12                   All opposed with "nay".						false


			443									LN			17			13			false			13               (No response.)						false


			444									LN			17			14			false			14               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			445									LN			17			15			false			15                   Motion carries.						false


			446									LN			17			16			false			16               MS. LAMBERT:						false


			447									LN			17			17			false			17                   The last item for the Restoration Tax						false


			448									LN			17			18			false			18   Abatement Program is a name change request for a company						false


			449									LN			17			19			false			19   in St. Tammany Parish, 20161825, formerly named Abita						false


			450									LN			17			20			false			20   Guest House, LLC.  The new name is Abita Springs Hotel,						false


			451									LN			17			21			false			21   LLC.						false


			452									LN			17			22			false			22               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			453									LN			17			23			false			23                   Are there any comments concerning the						false


			454									LN			17			24			false			24   name change for the Restoration Tax Abatement Program?						false


			455									LN			17			25			false			25               (No response.)						false


			456									PG			18			0			false			page 18						false
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			1715									LN			66			11			false			11               MR. LEONARD:						false


			1716									LN			66			12			false			12                   Jimmy Leonard with Advantous Consulting.						false


			1717									LN			66			13			false			13               MR. JONES:						false


			1718									LN			66			14			false			14                   In deference to Senator Chabert's						false


			1719									LN			66			15			false			15   comments about being the middle guy, it's tough being						false


			1720									LN			66			16			false			16   the $30-million project when you've got Exxon on the						false


			1721									LN			66			17			false			17   agenda, and I just wanted to say that there are						false


			1722									LN			66			18			false			18   communities in this state that if someone came and						false


			1723									LN			66			19			false			19   announced a $30-million project, they name streets after						false


			1724									LN			66			20			false			20   you.  So I didn't want you to feel as though you were						false


			1725									LN			66			21			false			21   being ignored, which we thank you.  We appreciate your						false


			1726									LN			66			22			false			22   investment in St. James Parish as well.						false


			1727									LN			66			23			false			23               MR. FERGUSON:						false


			1728									LN			66			24			false			24                   Thank you very much.  We appreciate your						false


			1729									LN			66			25			false			25   support.						false


			1730									PG			67			0			false			page 67						false


			1731									LN			67			1			false			 1               MR. GROBERG:						false


			1732									LN			67			2			false			 2                   Thank you very much.  We definitely						false


			1733									LN			67			3			false			 3   appreciate it.						false


			1734									LN			67			4			false			 4               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1735									LN			67			5			false			 5                   Any other comments?						false


			1736									LN			67			6			false			 6               MR. JONES:						false


			1737									LN			67			7			false			 7                   Scared you, didn't it?						false


			1738									LN			67			8			false			 8               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1739									LN			67			9			false			 9                   Mr. Jones, I was going to point that out						false


			1740									LN			67			10			false			10   that we're not just -- this is not just an Exxon show.						false


			1741									LN			67			11			false			11                   All right.  So we do have a motion on						false


			1742									LN			67			12			false			12   the floor with a proper second for the approval of three						false


			1743									LN			67			13			false			13   Industrial Tax Exemptions under the 2018 rules.						false


			1744									LN			67			14			false			14                   Any other comments from the Board						false


			1745									LN			67			15			false			15   members?						false


			1746									LN			67			16			false			16               (No response.)						false


			1747									LN			67			17			false			17               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1748									LN			67			18			false			18                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			1749									LN			67			19			false			19               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			1750									LN			67			20			false			20               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1751									LN			67			21			false			21                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			1752									LN			67			22			false			22               (No response.)						false


			1753									LN			67			23			false			23               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1754									LN			67			24			false			24                   Motion carries.						false


			1755									LN			67			25			false			25                   Ms. Zeringue, go back and tell corporate						false


			1756									PG			68			0			false			page 68						false


			1757									LN			68			1			false			 1   that we want this project.  This Board is in full						false


			1758									LN			68			2			false			 2   support of it, and if you need the body to do anything						false


			1759									LN			68			3			false			 3   as you work your way through the process, if you'll let						false


			1760									LN			68			4			false			 4   me know, I will get all of these individuals on your						false


			1761									LN			68			5			false			 5   side.						false


			1762									LN			68			6			false			 6                   All right.  Mr. Secretary, you got a						false


			1763									LN			68			7			false			 7   question or comment?						false


			1764									LN			68			8			false			 8               SECRETARY PIERSON:						false


			1765									LN			68			9			false			 9                   No.						false


			1766									LN			68			10			false			10               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1767									LN			68			11			false			11                   Please proceed, Mr. Usie.						false


			1768									LN			68			12			false			12               MR. USIE:						false


			1769									LN			68			13			false			13                   Next we have 43 renewals, one which						false


			1770									LN			68			14			false			14   requested withdrawal is 20140 --						false


			1771									LN			68			15			false			15               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1772									LN			68			16			false			16                   Let me ask this:  First all of, these						false


			1773									LN			68			17			false			17   renewals were timely filed?						false


			1774									LN			68			18			false			18               MR. USIE:						false


			1775									LN			68			19			false			19                   Timely-filed renewals.						false


			1776									LN			68			20			false			20               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1777									LN			68			21			false			21                   They're all in compliance with						false


			1778									LN			68			22			false			22   everything that they're supposed to be, they're strictly						false


			1779									LN			68			23			false			23   renewals.  I believe someone may have had a question						false


			1780									LN			68			24			false			24   about the renewal process that was with us today in						false


			1781									LN			68			25			false			25   the -- from the public.						false


			1782									PG			69			0			false			page 69						false


			1783									LN			69			1			false			 1               (No response.)						false


			1784									LN			69			2			false			 2               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1785									LN			69			3			false			 3                   No?  So I would be willing to entertain						false


			1786									LN			69			4			false			 4   a -- oh, we have one that's withdrawn?						false


			1787									LN			69			5			false			 5               MR. USIE:						false


			1788									LN			69			6			false			 6                   I have one that needs to be withdrawn.						false


			1789									LN			69			7			false			 7               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1790									LN			69			8			false			 8                   Oh, I'm sorry.						false


			1791									LN			69			9			false			 9               MR. USIE:						false


			1792									LN			69			10			false			10                   It's the 20140505, Bradken, Inc. in						false


			1793									LN			69			11			false			11   Tangipahoa.						false


			1794									LN			69			12			false			12               MR. CARMODY:						false


			1795									LN			69			13			false			13                   So moved to withdraw.						false


			1796									LN			69			14			false			14               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1797									LN			69			15			false			15                   All right.  Motion has been made for						false


			1798									LN			69			16			false			16   deferral or to withdraw -- withdrawn.  So it doesn't						false


			1799									LN			69			17			false			17   need a motion.						false


			1800									LN			69			18			false			18                   With that one, y'all, is there a motion						false


			1801									LN			69			19			false			19   to approve these in globo?						false


			1802									LN			69			20			false			20                   Made by Dr. Wilson; seconded by Mr.						false


			1803									LN			69			21			false			21   Slone.						false


			1804									LN			69			22			false			22                   Any comments or questions from the Board						false


			1805									LN			69			23			false			23   concerning the in globo approval of these renewals?						false


			1806									LN			69			24			false			24               (No response.)						false


			1807									LN			69			25			false			25               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1808									PG			70			0			false			page 70						false


			1809									LN			70			1			false			 1                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			1810									LN			70			2			false			 2               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			1811									LN			70			3			false			 3               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1812									LN			70			4			false			 4                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			1813									LN			70			5			false			 5               (No response.)						false


			1814									LN			70			6			false			 6               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1815									LN			70			7			false			 7                   Motion carries.						false


			1816									LN			70			8			false			 8               MR. CARMODY:						false


			1817									LN			70			9			false			 9                   Mr. Chairman, I think this might be the						false


			1818									LN			70			10			false			10   appropriate time that I could ask the Secretary to help						false


			1819									LN			70			11			false			11   me.						false


			1820									LN			70			12			false			12                   Members, I think, for those of you that						false


			1821									LN			70			13			false			13   came on the Board with the new administration, each of						false


			1822									LN			70			14			false			14   us received a report that showed the total value of the						false


			1823									LN			70			15			false			15   tax exemptions that the State of Louisiana had given						false


			1824									LN			70			16			false			16   broken out by the 64 parishes.  And what I had asked the						false


			1825									LN			70			17			false			17   Secretary to hopefully discuss right now would be access						false


			1826									LN			70			18			false			18   to that information so that each of us that live in our						false


			1827									LN			70			19			false			19   individual parishes, mine Caddo, that I could pull the						false


			1828									LN			70			20			false			20   information up and hopefully for 2017, I would think						false


			1829									LN			70			21			false			21   would be the last year, to be able to access that						false


			1830									LN			70			22			false			22   information and see what my governmental entities have						false


			1831									LN			70			23			false			23   given away in exemptions total against the parish.						false


			1832									LN			70			24			false			24               SECRETARY PIERSON:						false


			1833									LN			70			25			false			25                   Invested in the --						false


			1834									PG			71			0			false			page 71						false


			1835									LN			71			1			false			 1               MR. CARMODY:						false


			1836									LN			71			2			false			 2                   I'm sorry.  Invested.  That's a better						false


			1837									LN			71			3			false			 3   way to put it.						false


			1838									LN			71			4			false			 4               SECRETARY PIERSON:						false


			1839									LN			71			5			false			 5                   I thank you for that opportunity.						false


			1840									LN			71			6			false			 6                   Clearly we have additional education						false


			1841									LN			71			7			false			 7   support to conduct, and I'm very pleased and proud of						false


			1842									LN			71			8			false			 8   where we are as a agency, Louisiana Economic						false


			1843									LN			71			9			false			 9   Development, in that lane of transparency.  For a number						false


			1844									LN			71			10			false			10   of years now, and I appreciate that it's more maybe						false


			1845									LN			71			11			false			11   widely known in the economic development community,						false


			1846									LN			71			12			false			12   where practitioners were out there across our state, our						false


			1847									LN			71			13			false			13   regional organizations, and, also, as you see,						false


			1848									LN			71			14			false			14   representing some of the companies that outsource their						false


			1849									LN			71			15			false			15   documentation to various consulting firms.  They do a						false


			1850									LN			71			16			false			16   great job and act as facilitators to move a high volume						false


			1851									LN			71			17			false			17   of paperwork through the system that comes to you after						false


			1852									LN			71			18			false			18   it's been formally vetted and all of the legal elements						false


			1853									LN			71			19			false			19   are present, and we're proud of the quality that we						false


			1854									LN			71			20			false			20   produce and bring here.						false


			1855									LN			71			21			false			21                   To see these documents, for many years,						false


			1856									LN			71			22			false			22   we have a segment of the Louisiana website where you						false


			1857									LN			71			23			false			23   click on the "Incentives" tab and go to "Fastlane."						false


			1858									LN			71			24			false			24   Now, when you first see this screen, it may intimidate						false


			1859									LN			71			25			false			25   you because it asks you to sign in.  You only really						false


			1860									PG			72			0			false			page 72						false


			1861									LN			72			1			false			 1   have to sign in for certain kinds of information.  You						false


			1862									LN			72			2			false			 2   just click on that screen, and you will next see a						false


			1863									LN			72			3			false			 3   search window and you can search in any parish with the						false


			1864									LN			72			4			false			 4   various programs.  And as practitioners, this is						false


			1865									LN			72			5			false			 5   something that we do commonly.  I may be invited to a						false


			1866									LN			72			6			false			 6   speaking engagement in Northeast Louisiana, so I'll go						false


			1867									LN			72			7			false			 7   to Ouachita and click "Advanced Notifications" or						false


			1868									LN			72			8			false			 8   "Contracts," and they will come up.  And they're very						false


			1869									LN			72			9			false			 9   readily visible, and there's great ways to do that.						false


			1870									LN			72			10			false			10                   In a continuing effort to take the						false


			1871									LN			72			11			false			11   department towards paperless status, which will also						false


			1872									LN			72			12			false			12   allow for faster approvals as things move from Louisiana						false


			1873									LN			72			13			false			13   Economic Development perhaps over to the Division of						false


			1874									LN			72			14			false			14   Administration and go through certain acknowledgements						false


			1875									LN			72			15			false			15   that we have to have in the state, we have invested to						false


			1876									LN			72			16			false			16   bring around a Fastlane 2.0.  We call it "NextGen," Next						false


			1877									LN			72			17			false			17   Generation, internally.  We have had some comments from						false


			1878									LN			72			18			false			18   our practitioner audience.  Certainly there's a small						false


			1879									LN			72			19			false			19   learning curve that's associated with any changeups, and						false


			1880									LN			72			20			false			20   we're doing a soft opening in that we wanted this						false


			1881									LN			72			21			false			21   interaction with the folks that typically use Fastlane						false


			1882									LN			72			22			false			22   now so that if there were any bugs, we could discover						false


			1883									LN			72			23			false			23   those and correct those before we do a major						false


			1884									LN			72			24			false			24   announcement about our rollout.  But it is ready and						false


			1885									LN			72			25			false			25   available, and I look forward to the opportunity.						false


			1886									PG			73			0			false			page 73						false


			1887									LN			73			1			false			 1                   I've instructed our Business and						false


			1888									LN			73			2			false			 2   Incentive staff to get ready to move around the state to						false


			1889									LN			73			3			false			 3   our eight regions and conduct educational seminars that						false


			1890									LN			73			4			false			 4   demonstrate these fantastic features that are part of						false


			1891									LN			73			5			false			 5   this upgraded software program.  And certainly we'll, I						false


			1892									LN			73			6			false			 6   think as you've pointed out, it's very important that						false


			1893									LN			73			7			false			 7   our elected officials also know or their staff know how						false


			1894									LN			73			8			false			 8   to access this kind of information.						false


			1895									LN			73			9			false			 9                   Very powerful tool.  Very appropriate to						false


			1896									LN			73			10			false			10   have the public transparency around these projects.						false


			1897									LN			73			11			false			11   We're proud of these projects.  They are doing what we						false


			1898									LN			73			12			false			12   look for them to do, and that is to build a vibrant						false


			1899									LN			73			13			false			13   economy in our state.  So we look forward to working						false


			1900									LN			73			14			false			14   with you.  Certainly we can do one-on-one.  I want to						false


			1901									LN			73			15			false			15   make this opportunity available to the Board members						false


			1902									LN			73			16			false			16   here as well.  You govern these contracts and						false


			1903									LN			73			17			false			17   engagements, so very important that if you have any						false


			1904									LN			73			18			false			18   questions, you could immediately go to this location and						false


			1905									LN			73			19			false			19   get answers.						false


			1906									LN			73			20			false			20                   That doesn't take it off the table that						false


			1907									LN			73			21			false			21   the staff will also be responsive to you and your						false


			1908									LN			73			22			false			22   inquiries.  We'll generate the requested documents any						false


			1909									LN			73			23			false			23   time, but just knowing that for you or members of the						false


			1910									LN			73			24			false			24   public that have an interest in looking at this						false


			1911									LN			73			25			false			25   information, it's all very readily available and						false


			1912									PG			74			0			false			page 74						false


			1913									LN			74			1			false			 1   transparent.						false


			1914									LN			74			2			false			 2               MR. CARMODY:						false


			1915									LN			74			3			false			 3                   Thank you.  My point to the Secretary						false


			1916									LN			74			4			false			 4   was that education certainly is power, and now that						false


			1917									LN			74			5			false			 5   we're empowering the local officials to be able to						false


			1918									LN			74			6			false			 6   discern if they want to proceed this way, the more they						false


			1919									LN			74			7			false			 7   understand all of the different facets of the equation						false


			1920									LN			74			8			false			 8   of getting the work done.						false


			1921									LN			74			9			false			 9                   Thank you, sir.						false


			1922									LN			74			10			false			10               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1923									LN			74			11			false			11                   Mr. Secretary, correct me if I'm wrong,						false


			1924									LN			74			12			false			12   I believe the staff will be doing webinars in the						false


			1925									LN			74			13			false			13   future?  You know, if I'm jumping ahead --						false


			1926									LN			74			14			false			14               SECRETARY PIERSON:						false


			1927									LN			74			15			false			15                   No, you're correct.  We're going to						false


			1928									LN			74			16			false			16   design a layered approach where if you missed a seminar						false


			1929									LN			74			17			false			17   that we conduct in your region, there's still one way						false


			1930									LN			74			18			false			18   that you can get the training.  That will be through a						false


			1931									LN			74			19			false			19   webinar.						false


			1932									LN			74			20			false			20                   Already posted with us are a set of						false


			1933									LN			74			21			false			21   instructions designed to be very simple and very						false


			1934									LN			74			22			false			22   helpful.  So we're doing our very best to not hide this						false


			1935									LN			74			23			false			23   information, but to make it readily available,						false


			1936									LN			74			24			false			24   user-friendly and comprehensive.						false


			1937									LN			74			25			false			25               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1938									PG			75			0			false			page 75						false


			1939									LN			75			1			false			 1                   I assume those webinars will be						false


			1940									LN			75			2			false			 2   available for everyone, including the public, everyone?						false


			1941									LN			75			3			false			 3               SECRETARY PIERSON:						false


			1942									LN			75			4			false			 4                   Exactly.  And we'll be announcing that						false


			1943									LN			75			5			false			 5   in the near future.						false


			1944									LN			75			6			false			 6               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1945									LN			75			7			false			 7                   All right.  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.						false


			1946									LN			75			8			false			 8                   All right.  With that divergence, we now						false


			1947									LN			75			9			false			 9   have renewals.						false


			1948									LN			75			10			false			10               MR. USIE:						false


			1949									LN			75			11			false			11                   Late renewals.						false


			1950									LN			75			12			false			12               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1951									LN			75			13			false			13                   Late renewals.  I'm sorry.						false


			1952									LN			75			14			false			14               MR. USIE:						false


			1953									LN			75			15			false			15                   We have 12 late renewals, one which						false


			1954									LN			75			16			false			16   requested to be deferred, 20120511, Weatherford U.S.,						false


			1955									LN			75			17			false			17   LP, Lafayette Parish.						false


			1956									LN			75			18			false			18               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1957									LN			75			19			false			19                   Is there a motion for the deferral?						false


			1958									LN			75			20			false			20                   So motioned by Secretary Shawn Wilson;						false


			1959									LN			75			21			false			21   seconded by Mr. Slone.						false


			1960									LN			75			22			false			22                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			1961									LN			75			23			false			23               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			1962									LN			75			24			false			24               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1963									LN			75			25			false			25                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			1964									PG			76			0			false			page 76						false


			1965									LN			76			1			false			 1               (No response.)						false


			1966									LN			76			2			false			 2               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1967									LN			76			3			false			 3                   Deferral is approved.						false


			1968									LN			76			4			false			 4               MR. USIE:						false


			1969									LN			76			5			false			 5                   20130167, Boise Packaging & Newsprint,						false


			1970									LN			76			6			false			 6   LLC, Beauregard Parish, initial contract expiration,						false


			1971									LN			76			7			false			 7   December 31st, 2017, renewal request date August 2nd,						false


			1972									LN			76			8			false			 8   2018; 20130640, Boise Packaging & Newsprint, LLC,						false


			1973									LN			76			9			false			 9   Beauregard Parish, initial contract expirations						false


			1974									LN			76			10			false			10   12/31/17, renewal request August 2nd, 2018; 20130641,						false


			1975									LN			76			11			false			11   Boise Packaging & Newsprint, LLC, Beauregard Parish,						false


			1976									LN			76			12			false			12   contract initial expiration date 12/31/2017, renewal						false


			1977									LN			76			13			false			13   request date August 2nd, 2018; 20130642, Boise Packaging						false


			1978									LN			76			14			false			14   & Newsprint, LLC, Beauregard Parish, initial contract						false


			1979									LN			76			15			false			15   expiration 12/31/2017, renewal request date August 2nd,						false


			1980									LN			76			16			false			16   2018.						false


			1981									LN			76			17			false			17               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1982									LN			76			18			false			18                   Is there a representative from Boise						false


			1983									LN			76			19			false			19   Packaging & Newsprint with us today?						false


			1984									LN			76			20			false			20               (No response.)						false


			1985									LN			76			21			false			21               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1986									LN			76			22			false			22                   I repeat, is there a representative from						false


			1987									LN			76			23			false			23   Boise Packing & Newsprint, LLC with us?						false


			1988									LN			76			24			false			24               (No response.)						false


			1989									LN			76			25			false			25               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1990									PG			77			0			false			page 77						false


			1991									LN			77			1			false			 1                   Mr. Jones.						false


			1992									LN			77			2			false			 2               MR. JONES:						false


			1993									LN			77			3			false			 3                   I move to deny the request for renewal.						false


			1994									LN			77			4			false			 4               DR. S. WILSON:						false


			1995									LN			77			5			false			 5                   Question.						false


			1996									LN			77			6			false			 6               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1997									LN			77			7			false			 7                   Dr. Wilson.						false


			1998									LN			77			8			false			 8               DR. S. WILSON:						false


			1999									LN			77			9			false			 9                   Not taking issue with the motion, just a						false


			2000									LN			77			10			false			10   procedural question.  With these late renewals, are they						false


			2001									LN			77			11			false			11   communicated to be here or is there an expectation that						false


			2002									LN			77			12			false			12   when they submit it that they show up?						false


			2003									LN			77			13			false			13               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2004									LN			77			14			false			14                   Mr. Usie.						false


			2005									LN			77			15			false			15               MR. USIE:						false


			2006									LN			77			16			false			16                   Yes, they are -- we give notification						false


			2007									LN			77			17			false			17   that the application will be presented to the Board and						false


			2008									LN			77			18			false			18   will be discussed with the companies.  We also let them						false


			2009									LN			77			19			false			19   know it's important for them to attend if there's any						false


			2010									LN			77			20			false			20   questions.						false


			2011									LN			77			21			false			21               DR. S. WILSON:						false


			2012									LN			77			22			false			22                   Is this an end-all and be-all for						false


			2013									LN			77			23			false			23   somebody who's submitting a renewal?  Is this their only						false


			2014									LN			77			24			false			24   opportunity to have a renewal?  Can they come back and						false


			2015									LN			77			25			false			25   ask again if I vote to support the motion to --						false


			2016									PG			78			0			false			page 78						false


			2017									LN			78			1			false			 1               MR. USIE:						false


			2018									LN			78			2			false			 2                   You can defer it.						false


			2019									LN			78			3			false			 3               MR. S. WILSON:						false


			2020									LN			78			4			false			 4                   Defer?						false


			2021									LN			78			5			false			 5               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2022									LN			78			6			false			 6                   Yes.						false


			2023									LN			78			7			false			 7                   Mr. Slone.						false


			2024									LN			78			8			false			 8               MR. SLONE:						false


			2025									LN			78			9			false			 9                   So, Mr. Jones, you were saying deny?						false


			2026									LN			78			10			false			10               MR. JONES:						false


			2027									LN			78			11			false			11                   Yes.  I'm actually moving to deny, and						false


			2028									LN			78			12			false			12   just so for those who may be new to the game, a late						false


			2029									LN			78			13			false			13   renewal is -- there are reasons for late renewals and,						false


			2030									LN			78			14			false			14   but this, what we've attempted to do on this Board is						false


			2031									LN			78			15			false			15   help people understand that, especially the ITEP						false


			2032									LN			78			16			false			16   exemption, is what we perceive to be a very valuable						false


			2033									LN			78			17			false			17   benefit the state is giving, and there are certainly						false


			2034									LN			78			18			false			18   reasons for being late, but when, A, it is late, and, B,						false


			2035									LN			78			19			false			19   the company has been notified of this meeting, and, C,						false


			2036									LN			78			20			false			20   they've chosen not to be here to explain why it's late,						false


			2037									LN			78			21			false			21   it's very difficult for at least this member of the						false


			2038									LN			78			22			false			22   Board to grant a lot of grace and mercy when they had						false


			2039									LN			78			23			false			23   every opportunity to, A, do it right, and, B, come						false


			2040									LN			78			24			false			24   explain why they didn't.						false


			2041									LN			78			25			false			25                   So with that said, that's where at least						false


			2042									PG			79			0			false			page 79						false


			2043									LN			79			1			false			 1   this Board member stands.						false


			2044									LN			79			2			false			 2               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2045									LN			79			3			false			 3                   Mr. Secretary.						false


			2046									LN			79			4			false			 4               SECRETARY PIERSON:						false


			2047									LN			79			5			false			 5                   I have a question for the staff.						false


			2048									LN			79			6			false			 6                   Are their tax applications being handled						false


			2049									LN			79			7			false			 7   by a consulting firm or have they taken it internal to						false


			2050									LN			79			8			false			 8   their corporation?						false


			2051									LN			79			9			false			 9               MR. USIE:						false


			2052									LN			79			10			false			10                   It's internal.  And, also, if it is						false


			2053									LN			79			11			false			11   denied today, they also have an opportunity to appeal						false


			2054									LN			79			12			false			12   the denial at the next Board meeting.						false


			2055									LN			79			13			false			13               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2056									LN			79			14			false			14                   Dr. Wilson.						false


			2057									LN			79			15			false			15               DR. S. WILSON:						false


			2058									LN			79			16			false			16                   I support his comments.  I was just						false


			2059									LN			79			17			false			17   asking for clarification.						false


			2060									LN			79			18			false			18               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2061									LN			79			19			false			19                   Not a problem.  We welcome all						false


			2062									LN			79			20			false			20   questions, sometimes ad nauseam.						false


			2063									LN			79			21			false			21                   Dr. Woodrow Wilson.						false


			2064									LN			79			22			false			22               DR. W. WILSON:						false


			2065									LN			79			23			false			23                   I think you need a second; right?						false


			2066									LN			79			24			false			24               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2067									LN			79			25			false			25                   We do need a second.						false


			2068									PG			80			0			false			page 80						false


			2069									LN			80			1			false			 1               DR. W. WILSON:						false


			2070									LN			80			2			false			 2                   Second.						false


			2071									LN			80			3			false			 3               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2072									LN			80			4			false			 4                   All right.  Motion has been seconded.						false


			2073									LN			80			5			false			 5                   All right.  Mr. Miller.						false


			2074									LN			80			6			false			 6               MR. MILLER:						false


			2075									LN			80			7			false			 7                   Has Boise Packaging & Newsprint had any						false


			2076									LN			80			8			false			 8   renewals under this Board?  Would you know that?						false


			2077									LN			80			9			false			 9               MR. USIE:						false


			2078									LN			80			10			false			10                   I don't believe so.  They had their new						false


			2079									LN			80			11			false			11   application with their PCA Corporation.  It's possible						false


			2080									LN			80			12			false			12   they just left and thought that they were done once that						false


			2081									LN			80			13			false			13   new application went through and someone was here.  I						false


			2082									LN			80			14			false			14   can't confirm that.						false


			2083									LN			80			15			false			15               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2084									LN			80			16			false			16                   They did have someone here?						false


			2085									LN			80			17			false			17               MR. MILLER:						false


			2086									LN			80			18			false			18                   In this world, it's pretty known that						false


			2087									LN			80			19			false			19   this is the action that we take.  I was just -- okay.						false


			2088									LN			80			20			false			20   Thank you.						false


			2089									LN			80			21			false			21               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2090									LN			80			22			false			22                   Any other questions or comments from the						false


			2091									LN			80			23			false			23   Board?						false


			2092									LN			80			24			false			24               (No response.)						false


			2093									LN			80			25			false			25               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2094									PG			81			0			false			page 81						false


			2095									LN			81			1			false			 1                   There's a motion on the floor with a						false


			2096									LN			81			2			false			 2   proper second.						false


			2097									LN			81			3			false			 3                   Representative Carmody.						false


			2098									LN			81			4			false			 4               MR. CARMODY:						false


			2099									LN			81			5			false			 5                   I certainly agree with the firing a shot						false


			2100									LN			81			6			false			 6   across the bow to anybody that does not come before this						false


			2101									LN			81			7			false			 7   body when they're asking for our consideration.  That						false


			2102									LN			81			8			false			 8   being said, I just wanted to clarify, it seems like in						false


			2103									LN			81			9			false			 9   the past that what we've done is when they were late						false


			2104									LN			81			10			false			10   like this, we would penalize a business one-year penalty						false


			2105									LN			81			11			false			11   on that renewal, and I would think that maybe under						false


			2106									LN			81			12			false			12   appeal, I would be amenable to consider that, but I						false


			2107									LN			81			13			false			13   think today we send a signal as the Board that this type						false


			2108									LN			81			14			false			14   of failure to comply with the request is not going to be						false


			2109									LN			81			15			false			15   tolerated.						false


			2110									LN			81			16			false			16               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2111									LN			81			17			false			17                   That is correct.						false


			2112									LN			81			18			false			18                   Mr. Jones.						false


			2113									LN			81			19			false			19               MR. JONES:						false


			2114									LN			81			20			false			20                   One reason, frankly, for my motion is						false


			2115									LN			81			21			false			21   that I think our standard is one year per one month						false


			2116									LN			81			22			false			22   late, and they're eight months late.  That would be						false


			2117									LN			81			23			false			23   eight years get knocked off the exemption, for all						false


			2118									LN			81			24			false			24   intents and purposes.						false


			2119									LN			81			25			false			25               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2120									PG			82			0			false			page 82						false


			2121									LN			82			1			false			 1                   So noted.						false


			2122									LN			82			2			false			 2                   All right.  Motion on the floor.						false


			2123									LN			82			3			false			 3                   Any other comments from the public?						false


			2124									LN			82			4			false			 4               (No response.)						false


			2125									LN			82			5			false			 5               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2126									LN			82			6			false			 6                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			2127									LN			82			7			false			 7               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			2128									LN			82			8			false			 8               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2129									LN			82			9			false			 9                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			2130									LN			82			10			false			10               (No response.)						false


			2131									LN			82			11			false			11               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2132									LN			82			12			false			12                   Boise Cascade (sic) is denied.						false


			2133									LN			82			13			false			13               MR. USIE:						false


			2134									LN			82			14			false			14                   Next is 20081221, Centric Pipe, LLC,						false


			2135									LN			82			15			false			15   Bossier Parish, initial contract expiration 12/31 of						false


			2136									LN			82			16			false			16   2015, renewal request date 5/15 of 2018; 20081221A,						false


			2137									LN			82			17			false			17   Centric Pipe, LLC, Bossier Parish, initial contract						false


			2138									LN			82			18			false			18   expiration 12/31 of 2016 and renewal request date May						false


			2139									LN			82			19			false			19   15th, 2018.						false


			2140									LN			82			20			false			20               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2141									LN			82			21			false			21                   Is there a representative from Centric						false


			2142									LN			82			22			false			22   Pipe with us today?						false


			2143									LN			82			23			false			23                   Please step forward and identify						false


			2144									LN			82			24			false			24   yourself.  Speak slowly for me.						false


			2145									LN			82			25			false			25               MR. LONG:						false


			2146									PG			83			0			false			page 83						false


			2147									LN			83			1			false			 1                   Hi.  I'm Jack Long.  I'm from Centric						false


			2148									LN			83			2			false			 2   Pipe.						false


			2149									LN			83			3			false			 3                   The reason for those contracts that are						false


			2150									LN			83			4			false			 4   late is because, like I explained before, we bought						false


			2151									LN			83			5			false			 5   Northwest Piping in 2014, and then we continue operation						false


			2152									LN			83			6			false			 6   now Centric Pipe, but it was Northwest Pipe.  And at						false


			2153									LN			83			7			false			 7   that time, we basically -- we kind transferred these two						false


			2154									LN			83			8			false			 8   contracts from Northwest Pipe into Centric Pipe name.						false


			2155									LN			83			9			false			 9   And then after that, the company outsourced the property						false


			2156									LN			83			10			false			10   tax services using the CPA firm, and then the CPA firm						false


			2157									LN			83			11			false			11   did not renew it for us and the company didn't know.						false


			2158									LN			83			12			false			12   And now I found out that those contracts, I talked with						false


			2159									LN			83			13			false			13   Hud and they said nobody's renewed it, and now I want to						false


			2160									LN			83			14			false			14   renew those contracts.						false


			2161									LN			83			15			false			15               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2162									LN			83			16			false			16                   All right.  Thank you, Mr. Jack.						false


			2163									LN			83			17			false			17                   Are there any questions from the Board						false


			2164									LN			83			18			false			18   members concerning this late renewal?						false


			2165									LN			83			19			false			19               MR. MOLLER:						false


			2166									LN			83			20			false			20                   So just a question.  So your exemption						false


			2167									LN			83			21			false			21   that expired three and a half years ago, have you been						false


			2168									LN			83			22			false			22   paying property taxes in those three and a half years?						false


			2169									LN			83			23			false			23               MR. USIE:						false


			2170									LN			83			24			false			24                   They have not.  I can answer.  We got						false


			2171									LN			83			25			false			25   with the assessor and I had -- the company spoke with						false


			2172									PG			84			0			false			page 84						false


			2173									LN			84			1			false			 1   the parish assessor and we got it in writing that						false


			2174									LN			84			2			false			 2   confirmed that no taxes have been paid since that						false


			2175									LN			84			3			false			 3   expiration date for both contracts.						false


			2176									LN			84			4			false			 4               MR. MOLLER:						false


			2177									LN			84			5			false			 5                   Okay.  So if we do, let's say, a						false


			2178									LN			84			6			false			 6   three-year penalty, does that mean there's going to be						false


			2179									LN			84			7			false			 7   an effort to collect those property taxes that they						false


			2180									LN			84			8			false			 8   should have been paying because they didn't have an						false


			2181									LN			84			9			false			 9   exemption?						false


			2182									LN			84			10			false			10               MR. USIE:						false


			2183									LN			84			11			false			11                   I don't believe so.  That would be with						false


			2184									LN			84			12			false			12   the assessor.						false


			2185									LN			84			13			false			13               MR. MOLLER:						false


			2186									LN			84			14			false			14                   Well, this is $150,000 a year in						false


			2187									LN			84			15			false			15   property taxes that they should have been paying because						false


			2188									LN			84			16			false			16   there's no exemption in place.  I mean, that seems like						false


			2189									LN			84			17			false			17   it would pay for a lot of school teachers and municipal						false


			2190									LN			84			18			false			18   employees in Bossier Parish.  I mean, how do we get that						false


			2191									LN			84			19			false			19   money back?						false


			2192									LN			84			20			false			20               MS. CHENG:						false


			2193									LN			84			21			false			21                   The tax assessor can go back up to three						false


			2194									LN			84			22			false			22   years to collect taxes.						false


			2195									LN			84			23			false			23               MR. MOLLER:						false


			2196									LN			84			24			false			24                   It's up to local tax assessor to decide						false


			2197									LN			84			25			false			25   whether they want to recover the money that Bossier						false


			2198									PG			85			0			false			page 85						false


			2199									LN			85			1			false			 1   Parish is owed?						false


			2200									LN			85			2			false			 2               MS. CHENG:						false


			2201									LN			85			3			false			 3                   Yes.						false


			2202									LN			85			4			false			 4               MR. MOLLER:						false


			2203									LN			85			5			false			 5                   Okay.						false


			2204									LN			85			6			false			 6               MR. LONG:						false


			2205									LN			85			7			false			 7                   Well, I want clarify that.  I look at						false


			2206									LN			85			8			false			 8   the paperwork of the CPA firm.  They use a different						false


			2207									LN			85			9			false			 9   approach.  They use a customizer, which is customized to						false


			2208									LN			85			10			false			10   only capture what we have, but that number match with						false


			2209									LN			85			11			false			11   the separate contracts.						false


			2210									LN			85			12			false			12               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2211									LN			85			13			false			13                   Mr. Jones.						false


			2212									LN			85			14			false			14               MR. JONES:						false
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			2232									LN			86			8			false			 8                   Mr. Chairman, again, if you look up at						false
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			2258									LN			87			8			false			 8                   So the first one was three and a half						false
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			2260									LN			87			10			false			10               MR. USIE:						false


			2261									LN			87			11			false			11                   Two and a half years late.  The 2015						false
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			2285									LN			88			9			false			 9                   Right.						false
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			2298									LN			88			22			false			22               MS. CHENG:						false
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			2316									LN			89			14			false			14   be able to handle it.  And from a legal perspective, I						false


			2317									LN			89			15			false			15   don't -- you know, I guess that takes you out of the						false


			2318									LN			89			16			false			16   statute of limitations and you can't go -- the assessors						false
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			2350									LN			90			22			false			22   clear, the investment is $21,626,000, I move that we						false


			2351									LN			90			23			false			23   grant the renewal, but with a three-year penalty.						false
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			2468									LN			95			10			false			10   my contracts.  So immediately I told her I had support						false


			2469									LN			95			11			false			11   documentation for my contracts, supplied that						false


			2470									LN			95			12			false			12   documentation to them and was told it was incomplete						false


			2471									LN			95			13			false			13   because it did not have the affidavit of the contracts.						false


			2472									LN			95			14			false			14                   In the previous years, the affidavits						false


			2473									LN			95			15			false			15   were not required until after the contracts were						false


			2474									LN			95			16			false			16   approved.  So I feel, as a company, I don't feel I						false


			2475									LN			95			17			false			17   should be penalized for the year for being and						false


			2476									LN			95			18			false			18   communicating with both of them.						false


			2477									LN			95			19			false			19                   I've worked for Cornerstone for the last						false


			2478									LN			95			20			false			20   eight years and have supplied all of the documentation						false


			2479									LN			95			21			false			21   timely to them.  I just received my 2014 contract copies						false


			2480									LN			95			22			false			22   from them in order to do the Project Completion Reports						false


			2481									LN			95			23			false			23   and the Affidavit of Final Cost.  I don't receive my						false


			2482									LN			95			24			false			24   documentation from them timely, and I feel I should not						false


			2483									LN			95			25			false			25   be penalized for that.						false


			2484									PG			96			0			false			page 96						false


			2485									LN			96			1			false			 1               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2486									LN			96			2			false			 2                   So when you say you received the						false


			2487									LN			96			3			false			 3   affidavit, which affidavit was that?  Was that the						false


			2488									LN			96			4			false			 4   Affidavit of Final Cost?						false


			2489									LN			96			5			false			 5               MS. BOWMAN:						false


			2490									LN			96			6			false			 6                   When you renew the contracts, you have						false


			2491									LN			96			7			false			 7   to have an affidavit, which is notarized, that you on						false


			2492									LN			96			8			false			 8   behalf of the company have acknowledged that you've						false


			2493									LN			96			9			false			 9   provided all of the documentation.						false


			2494									LN			96			10			false			10               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2495									LN			96			11			false			11                   Okay.  That affidavit.						false


			2496									LN			96			12			false			12               MS. BOWMAN:						false


			2497									LN			96			13			false			13                   Yes, sir.						false


			2498									LN			96			14			false			14               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2499									LN			96			15			false			15                   All right.  Kristen, can you help us?						false


			2500									LN			96			16			false			16               MR. USIE:						false


			2501									LN			96			17			false			17                   Okay.  We asked -- we spoke with Linzi						false


			2502									LN			96			18			false			18   and asked her to provide us any documentation she had of						false


			2503									LN			96			19			false			19   proof from the postal service that would use that stamp						false


			2504									LN			96			20			false			20   date for saying that she sent it in 2017, like she said						false


			2505									LN			96			21			false			21   she did in August.  She provided us a copy of the						false


			2506									LN			96			22			false			22   package that she sent, but there was no postmark date						false


			2507									LN			96			23			false			23   from the postal service.  That's from a Pitney Bowes						false


			2508									LN			96			24			false			24   machine that you run through it to pay for it with the						false


			2509									LN			96			25			false			25   company, but there's no stamp saying it was sent on this						false


			2510									PG			97			0			false			page 97						false


			2511									LN			97			1			false			 1   date and we just didn't receive it.  That's what we're						false


			2512									LN			97			2			false			 2   looking for.  She didn't send it with a tracking number.						false


			2513									LN			97			3			false			 3   We asked for that.						false


			2514									LN			97			4			false			 4               MS. BOWMAN:						false


			2515									LN			97			5			false			 5                   And I am going forward, just so you						false


			2516									LN			97			6			false			 6   know.						false


			2517									LN			97			7			false			 7               MR. USIE:						false


			2518									LN			97			8			false			 8                   She did going forward, she has going						false


			2519									LN			97			9			false			 9   forward, and now with NextGen and everything going						false


			2520									LN			97			10			false			10   online, so hopefully the mail problem will be solved.						false


			2521									LN			97			11			false			11               MS. BOWMAN:						false


			2522									LN			97			12			false			12                   Yeah.  And I think it's just a						false


			2523									LN			97			13			false			13   misunderstanding, and I apologize for not contacting						false


			2524									LN			97			14			false			14   right after, but we moved off site, was receiving some						false


			2525									LN			97			15			false			15   of my mail, not receiving some of my mail.  Like, I						false


			2526									LN			97			16			false			16   didn't receive any notification from them that they						false


			2527									LN			97			17			false			17   didn't receive my renewal.  I contacted them.  I mean,						false


			2528									LN			97			18			false			18   previously, in the past, Ms. Lori would have contacted						false


			2529									LN			97			19			false			19   me if she didn't receive it because I made the effort to						false


			2530									LN			97			20			false			20   renew the contracts.  So I understand it's a						false


			2531									LN			97			21			false			21   miscommunication probably on both of us, but I did my						false


			2532									LN			97			22			false			22   best to supply my documentation and my support.						false


			2533									LN			97			23			false			23               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2534									LN			97			24			false			24                   Mr. Jones, do you have a question?						false


			2535									LN			97			25			false			25               MR. JONES:						false


			2536									PG			98			0			false			page 98						false


			2537									LN			98			1			false			 1                   It appears to me that the staff is						false


			2538									LN			98			2			false			 2   technically correct.  I mean, we have a situation here						false


			2539									LN			98			3			false			 3   where they've followed the rules.  However, it would						false


			2540									LN			98			4			false			 4   also, unless you sent it certified mail return receipt						false


			2541									LN			98			5			false			 5   requested, it would be difficult to prove the postmark						false


			2542									LN			98			6			false			 6   because you don't get the postmark until it's gone to						false


			2543									LN			98			7			false			 7   the post office.						false


			2544									LN			98			8			false			 8               MS. BOWMAN:						false


			2545									LN			98			9			false			 9                   Absolutely.						false


			2546									LN			98			10			false			10               MR. JONES:						false


			2547									LN			98			11			false			11                   And so I think the staff is doing what						false


			2548									LN			98			12			false			12   it needs to do, and I think it's appropriate -- that's						false


			2549									LN			98			13			false			13   the reason we have a board.						false


			2550									LN			98			14			false			14                   And this is one of those situations						false


			2551									LN			98			15			false			15   where I feel it would be appropriate to grant the						false


			2552									LN			98			16			false			16   renewal without a penalty, and I so move.						false


			2553									LN			98			17			false			17               MR. CHABERT:						false


			2554									LN			98			18			false			18                   Second.						false


			2555									LN			98			19			false			19               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2556									LN			98			20			false			20                   All right.  Motion has been made to						false


			2557									LN			98			21			false			21   approve this with no consequence; seconded by Senator						false


			2558									LN			98			22			false			22   Chabert, I believe.						false


			2559									LN			98			23			false			23                   Any other questions or comments from the						false


			2560									LN			98			24			false			24   Board members regarding this one?						false


			2561									LN			98			25			false			25               (No response.)						false


			2562									PG			99			0			false			page 99						false


			2563									LN			99			1			false			 1               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2564									LN			99			2			false			 2                   Any other comments from the public?						false


			2565									LN			99			3			false			 3               (No response.)						false


			2566									LN			99			4			false			 4               MR. SLONE:						false


			2567									LN			99			5			false			 5                   I'm sorry.						false


			2568									LN			99			6			false			 6               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2569									LN			99			7			false			 7                   Mr. Slone.						false


			2570									LN			99			8			false			 8               MR. SLONE:						false


			2571									LN			99			9			false			 9                   I appreciate your comments, and the						false


			2572									LN			99			10			false			10   whole idea is you follow up on something that's						false


			2573									LN			99			11			false			11   important to your organization --						false


			2574									LN			99			12			false			12               MS. BOWMAN:						false


			2575									LN			99			13			false			13                   Yes, sir.						false


			2576									LN			99			14			false			14               MR. SLONE:						false


			2577									LN			99			15			false			15                   -- may be ensuring -- and I'm not trying						false


			2578									LN			99			16			false			16   to poke a finger in your eye, but it seemed like you						false


			2579									LN			99			17			false			17   poked a finger in the staff's eye.  So in defense of the						false


			2580									LN			99			18			false			18   staff, I think, you know, you have a responsibility						false


			2581									LN			99			19			false			19   also, and that is to ensure that you, whether it's						false


			2582									LN			99			20			false			20   something that you sign for in the mail, FedEX, whatever						false


			2583									LN			99			21			false			21   you call for, but it's important for us to follow up						false


			2584									LN			99			22			false			22   because I did hear you say you sent something in July or						false


			2585									LN			99			23			false			23   August, but you didn't follow up until January.  So						false


			2586									LN			99			24			false			24   just --						false


			2587									LN			99			25			false			25               MS. BOWMAN:						false


			2588									PG			100			0			false			page 100						false


			2589									LN			100			1			false			 1                   Yes, sir.  And I'm certifying everything						false


			2590									LN			100			2			false			 2   going forward.  I realize, I mean, a lot of the issues						false


			2591									LN			100			3			false			 3   is probably with the mail service, so I am trying to						false


			2592									LN			100			4			false			 4   prevent that from happening.  And I do communicate with						false


			2593									LN			100			5			false			 5   both -- you know, both of them on pretty much any basis						false


			2594									LN			100			6			false			 6   I have questions.						false


			2595									LN			100			7			false			 7               MR. SLONE:						false


			2596									LN			100			8			false			 8                   Thank you.						false


			2597									LN			100			9			false			 9               MS. BOWMAN:						false


			2598									LN			100			10			false			10                   You're welcome.						false


			2599									LN			100			11			false			11               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2600									LN			100			12			false			12                   Any other comments?						false


			2601									LN			100			13			false			13                   Thank you, Mr. Slone.						false


			2602									LN			100			14			false			14                   Any other comments?						false


			2603									LN			100			15			false			15               SECRETARY PIERSON:						false


			2604									LN			100			16			false			16                   In NextGen you'll be able to do this						false


			2605									LN			100			17			false			17   electronically and submit your signature online.						false


			2606									LN			100			18			false			18               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2607									LN			100			19			false			19                   Which has been a long time coming.						false


			2608									LN			100			20			false			20   Since 1992 at least.						false


			2609									LN			100			21			false			21               MS. BOWMAN:						false


			2610									LN			100			22			false			22                   Yes.  Very favorable.						false


			2611									LN			100			23			false			23               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2612									LN			100			24			false			24                   All right.  All in favor, indicate with						false


			2613									LN			100			25			false			25   an "aye."						false


			2614									PG			101			0			false			page 101						false


			2615									LN			101			1			false			 1               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			2616									LN			101			2			false			 2               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2617									LN			101			3			false			 3                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			2618									LN			101			4			false			 4               (No response.)						false


			2619									LN			101			5			false			 5               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2620									LN			101			6			false			 6                   Motion carries.  All renewals for						false


			2621									LN			101			7			false			 7   Cornerstone are approved in full.						false


			2622									LN			101			8			false			 8               MR. USIE:						false


			2623									LN			101			9			false			 9                   And that concludes the late renewals.						false


			2624									LN			101			10			false			10               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2625									LN			101			11			false			11                   Thank you, Mr. Usie.						false


			2626									LN			101			12			false			12                   All right.  Next we have name changes.						false


			2627									LN			101			13			false			13               MR. USIE:						false


			2628									LN			101			14			false			14                   We have one change in name, United WELD						false


			2629									LN			101			15			false			15   Operations, LP, 20150189-A in Livingston Parish requests						false


			2630									LN			101			16			false			16   the name to be Epic Piping, LLC.						false


			2631									LN			101			17			false			17               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2632									LN			101			18			false			18                   All right.  Any comments from the public						false


			2633									LN			101			19			false			19   concerning the name change?						false


			2634									LN			101			20			false			20               (No response.)						false


			2635									LN			101			21			false			21               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2636									LN			101			22			false			22                   Questions or comments from the Board?						false


			2637									LN			101			23			false			23               (No response.)						false


			2638									LN			101			24			false			24               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2639									LN			101			25			false			25                   Is there a motion to approve the name						false


			2640									PG			102			0			false			page 102						false


			2641									LN			102			1			false			 1   change?						false


			2642									LN			102			2			false			 2                   Made by Representative Carmody; seconded						false


			2643									LN			102			3			false			 3   by Ms. Heather Malone.						false


			2644									LN			102			4			false			 4                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			2645									LN			102			5			false			 5               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			2646									LN			102			6			false			 6               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2647									LN			102			7			false			 7                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			2648									LN			102			8			false			 8               (No response.)						false


			2649									LN			102			9			false			 9               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2650									LN			102			10			false			10                   Motion carries.						false


			2651									LN			102			11			false			11               MR. USIE:						false


			2652									LN			102			12			false			12                   We have one change in location only:						false


			2653									LN			102			13			false			13   Epic Piping, LLC, 20150834, previous location 1352						false


			2654									LN			102			14			false			14   Choctaw Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70805, East Baton						false


			2655									LN			102			15			false			15   Rouge Parish, new location 28445 South Frost Road,						false


			2656									LN			102			16			false			16   Livingston, Louisiana 70754 in Livingston Parish.						false


			2657									LN			102			17			false			17               MR. CARMODY:						false


			2658									LN			102			18			false			18                   Motion to approve.						false


			2659									LN			102			19			false			19               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2660									LN			102			20			false			20                   All right.  Any comments from the						false


			2661									LN			102			21			false			21   public?						false


			2662									LN			102			22			false			22               (No response.)						false


			2663									LN			102			23			false			23               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2664									LN			102			24			false			24                   Motion has been made by Representative						false


			2665									LN			102			25			false			25   Carmody; seconded by Senator Chabert.						false


			2666									PG			103			0			false			page 103						false


			2667									LN			103			1			false			 1                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			2668									LN			103			2			false			 2               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			2669									LN			103			3			false			 3               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2670									LN			103			4			false			 4                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			2671									LN			103			5			false			 5               (No response.)						false


			2672									LN			103			6			false			 6               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2673									LN			103			7			false			 7                   Motion carries.						false


			2674									LN			103			8			false			 8               MR. USIE:						false


			2675									LN			103			9			false			 9                   We have nine transfers of tax exemption:						false


			2676									LN			103			10			false			10   Albemarle Corporation, 20081302, 20081301-A, 20090945,						false


			2677									LN			103			11			false			11   20101199, 20111253, 20130012, 20140008, 20145162 and						false


			2678									LN			103			12			false			12   20152058 in East Baton Rouge Parish.  The new owner is						false


			2679									LN			103			13			false			13   W.R. Grace & Co.						false


			2680									LN			103			14			false			14               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2681									LN			103			15			false			15                   All right.  Any comments from the public						false


			2682									LN			103			16			false			16   concerning the transfers?						false


			2683									LN			103			17			false			17               (No response.)						false


			2684									LN			103			18			false			18               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2685									LN			103			19			false			19                   Motion has been made by Senator Chabert;						false


			2686									LN			103			20			false			20   seconded by Dr. Woodrow Wilson.						false


			2687									LN			103			21			false			21                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			2688									LN			103			22			false			22               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			2689									LN			103			23			false			23               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2690									LN			103			24			false			24                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			2691									LN			103			25			false			25               (No response.)						false


			2692									PG			104			0			false			page 104						false


			2693									LN			104			1			false			 1               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2694									LN			104			2			false			 2                   Motion carries.						false


			2695									LN			104			3			false			 3               MR. USIE:						false


			2696									LN			104			4			false			 4                   We have five cancelation requests:						false


			2697									LN			104			5			false			 5   Houston Plating & Coatings, 20111111, 20150319 and						false


			2698									LN			104			6			false			 6   20160819 in Lafayette Parish.  Company requests						false


			2699									LN			104			7			false			 7   cancelation due to plant closing for business as of						false


			2700									LN			104			8			false			 8   March 31st, 2016.						false


			2701									LN			104			9			false			 9                   CVD, Incorporated, 20110369 and 20120735						false


			2702									LN			104			10			false			10   in Iberia Parish.  Company requests cancelation due to						false


			2703									LN			104			11			false			11   taxes being paid and company being sold.						false


			2704									LN			104			12			false			12               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2705									LN			104			13			false			13                   Any comments from the public concerning						false


			2706									LN			104			14			false			14   these cancelations?						false


			2707									LN			104			15			false			15               (No response.)						false


			2708									LN			104			16			false			16               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2709									LN			104			17			false			17                   Motion is made by Representative						false


			2710									LN			104			18			false			18   Carmody; seconded by Ms. Malone.						false


			2711									LN			104			19			false			19                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			2712									LN			104			20			false			20               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			2713									LN			104			21			false			21               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2714									LN			104			22			false			22                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			2715									LN			104			23			false			23               (No response.)						false


			2716									LN			104			24			false			24               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2717									LN			104			25			false			25                   Motion carries.						false


			2718									PG			105			0			false			page 105						false
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