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Appear ances of Board Menbers Present:
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Mayor d enn Brasseaux

Don Bri ggs

Senat or Nor by Chabert
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Representative Phillip Devillier
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Representative Paul Hollis
Jeral d Jones
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Secretary Don Pierson
Ronni e Sl one
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Dr. Wbodrow W I son

St eve W ndham
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Samant ha Booker
Tam Bour geoi s
Kri sten Cheng
Frank Faval oro
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MR, W NDHAM

Good norning, everyone. |I'd like to
call to order the neeting for the Decenber 14th Board of
Commerce and Industry. It is 9:02.

Just a few opening coments. |'d like
to wel cone everyone to the neeting and say Happy
Hol i days to all of you.

For the new visitors who are here and
the overflow room | just want to give you an overvi ew
of who we are because you may have never been to one of
t hese neetings -- who we are, what we do, you may have
never been to these neetings.

We are the Board of Commerce and
| ndustry. We're nade up of 24 nenbers from comunities
and entities across the state. Part of our charge is to
determ ne an applicant's conpliance with the | aws and
rules for a variety of progranms. | believe we hear four
di fferent prograns, maybe five different prograns at
this neeting, the econom c devel opnent incentive
programs. Fromthere we nmake recomendation, and in the
case of the ITEP especially, to the Governor on whether
or not a contract should be entered into between the
state and the applicant conpany.

Once that determnation is nade, we, by

staff -- via staff, forward the approved Industrial Tax
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Exenption applications to the specific |ocal bodies for
their consideration of approval or disapproval.

We adm nister in a uniformmnner. W
ensure that the required docunentation which establishes
accountability is present and certified through the
approval of the docunents that these entities represent
a positive and comunity -- a positive state and
comunity econom ¢ inpact for those conmmunities that so
choose to adopt them

The step this Board is charged with is
to determine if an application qualifies for a program
as provided for by the Constitution, the laws, the rules
and Executive Orders that govern the respective
progranms. |f applicants neet these qualifications, it's
the responsibility of the Board to forward the
application to the local authorities.

So as you step forward with thoughts or
comments, that you exercise your rights as a citizen of
Loui siana as well as the United States of Anerica, we're
not here to debate the policies, though. So keep that
in mnd. Stay on point. Each one of the respondents or
speakers will be given two to three mnutes of free
speech, but understand there's no need to repeat what
has previously been said. |f you can keep it concise

and to the point and not repeat -- | have a gavel. |If
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you can keep it concise and to the point and not repeat
what has been previously expressed.
This Board is here to adm nister the
Econom ¢ Devel opnent prograns as provided by |aw.
They' ve been through the | egal due process to adhere to
the rules to govern the prograns. Your voice of concern
shoul d speak to whether a conpany is or not in
conpliance with the laws or C& Board rul es.
So those are just ny opening comments.
Wth that, we'll nove to rollcall, M. Sinmmons.
MS. SI MMONS:
Dr. Shawn W | son.
DR. S. WLSON

Her e.
MS. SI MMONS:
Desi gnee Don Bri ggs.
MR. BRI GGS:
Her e.
MS. SI MMONS:
Representative Phillip Devillier.
MR. DEVI LLI ER:
Her e.
MS. S| MMONS:
Tani t a Baker.
M5. BAKER:

Baton Rouge, LA
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IVS.

Her e.
SI MMONS:

Mayor G enn Brasseaux.

MAYOR BRASSEAUX:

IVS.

Her e.

SI MMONS:

Representative Paul Hollis.
HOLLI S:

Her e.

SI MMONS:

Yvette Col a.

response.)

SI MMONS:

Maj or Col eman.

MAJOR COLEMAN:

VB.

Her e.

SI MVONS:

Ri cky Fabr a.
FABRA:

Her e.

SI MVONS:

Manuel Faj ar do.
response.)

SI MVONS:

Jeral d Jones.
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VR.

IVS.

repeat what | di

| at e.

IMS.

JONES:
Her e.

SI MMONS:
Heat her
MAL ONE:
Her e.

SI MMONS:
Senat or
THOMPSON:
Her e.
SI MMONS:
" msorry.
THOMPSON:
That's all right.
dn't hear when

Mal one.

Franci s Thonas.

Thonpson.

Thonson.

SI MMONS:
Charles Ml er.
M LLER:

Her e.

SI MVONS:

Jan Mol ler.
MOLLER:

Her e.

SI MMONS:

cane in four

|f M. Chairman can

seconds
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Senat or Nor by Chabert.
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MR. CHABERT:
Very good. Yes,

only her second neeting, y'all,

M. SI MMONS:
Secretary Don Pi

SECRETARY Pl ERSON:
Present .

MB. SI MMONS:
Scott Richard.

(No response.)

M. SI MMONS:
Darrel |l Saizan.

(No response.)

M. SI MMONS:

Dani el Shexnaydre.

(No response.)

M5. SI MVONS:
Ronni e Sl one.
MR. SLONE:
Her e.
M5. SI MMONS:

Bobby WIIians.
MR, W LLI AMS:
Her e.

| amhere. This is

so she's getting it.

er son.
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MS. SI MMONS:
St eve W ndham
MR, W NDHAM
Her e.
MS. SI MMONS:

And Dr. WI son.

(No response.)

MS. SI MVONS:
W have a quorum
MR W NDHAM

Thank you, Ms. Simons.

|"m sure everyone has had a chance to
read the mnutes fromthe last neeting. |Is there a
notion to approve?

Made by Dr. WI son; seconded by
M. Sl one.

Al in favor, indicate wwth an "aye.
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR W NDHAM

Al'l opposed with a

nay.
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM

Motion carries.

Ms. Samant ha Booker w || be presenting

the Quality Jobs Program

Baton Rouge, LA
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This is your first presentation; right?

M5. BOOKER:
It is.
MR, W NDHAM
All right. Everyone be nice.
M5. BOOKER:
Good norning. | have one new QJ

application: Application Nunber 20161808, Juni per
Specialty Products, LLC in Cal casieu Parish.

And that concludes the Quality Jobs
applications.

MR, W NDHAM

All right. And to note on here, there
is $140-mllion worth of investnment, 13 new pernmanent
j obs, 250 construction jobs.

Are there any questions fromthe Board

menbers concerning the application for Juniper Specialty

Product s?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Senat or Thonpson.
MR. THOMPSON:
| woul d ask that as you go through
these, I'd like to know -- we're not debating, as the

acting Chairman said, we're not debating what the issues

Baton Rouge, LA

225.752.7308 FAX
COURT REPORTING & LITIGATION SERVICES

: New Orleans, LA
www.torresreporting.com

& TorRES REPORTING & ASSOCIATES, inc. 225.751.0732

504.392.4791
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free 504.392.4852 FAX



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O A W N P

N N NN NN PP P P PR PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P O

December 14, 2018

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Page 11

are specifically, but 1'd like to know -- it's been a
| ot of conversation about the |argest tax rebates are
forgiveness. |'d like to know all of the details as you
go through, specifically on how nuch it cost and how
much there are left for parishes or cities or
comunities to benefit from

Now, | know this one is not as specific,
but as you go through them |I'mjust telling those so |

won't have to ask that question 10 tines.

M5. BOOKER:
Ckay.

MR, THOVPSON:
Thank you.

M5. BOOKER:
Thank you.

MR, THOMPSON.

And |'m sure Conmerce & Industry
officials wll make comments on it.
M5. BOOKER:
Ckay.
MR, THOVPSON:
Thank you.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, Senator.

Are there any comments fromthe audi ence

Baton Rouge, LA
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or guests?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
ALl right. The notion has been nmade by
President MIler to approve. |Is there a second?
Seconded by Maj or Col eman.
All in favor, indicate with an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR, W NDHAM
Al opposed with a

nay.

(No response.)

MR W NDHAM
Motion carries.
MS. BOOKER:

| have three Quality Jobs Renewal s:
Contract |1 D 20140144, Gravios Al um num Boats, LLCin St.
Mary Parish; 20131171, NGL Energy Operating, LLC in East
Feliciana Parish; 20131124, Reagent Chem cal & Research,
| nc., Ascension Parish.

And that concludes the Quality Jobs
Renewal s.

MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, Ms. Booker.
Are there any coments fromthe public

concerning the renewals for the Quality Jobs Progranf
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(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Questions or comments fromany of the
Board menbers?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Motion to approve made by M. Slone;
seconded by Mayor Brasseaux.
All in favor, indicate with an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR, W NDHAM
Al opposed with a

nay.

(No response.)

MR W NDHAM
Motion carries.
MS. BOOKER:

| have two special requests. First
request to add an affiliate or LLC nmenbers to Schedule 1
of the following contract: Contract 2015049, TC
Packagi ng, LLC requests to add TCl Plastics, LLC, Alvar
Properties 1, LLC, France Road Parkway Properties, LLC,
Transportation Consultants, Inc. in Oleans Parish.

| al so have one transfer of ownershi p:
Contract | D 20130822, from Boi se Packagi ng Newspri nt,
LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Packagi ng Corporation

Baton Rouge, LA
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of Anmerica to Packagi ng Corporation of America in
Beaur egard Pari sh.
And that concl udes the speci als.
MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, Ms. Booker.

Are there any comments fromthe audi ence
concerning the change of affiliate or full transfer of
owner shi p?

(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
| s there any questions fromthe Board?
(No response.)
VR, W NDHAM

Motion to approve made by Dr. WI son;
seconded by Senator Thonpson.

All in favor, indicate with an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")

MR, W NDHAM
Al opposed with a

nay.
(No response.)
VR, W NDHAM

Motion carries.

Thank you, Ms. Booker. Good job.

Next we have Restoration Tax Abatenent

Program presented by Ms. Becky | anbert.

Baton Rouge, LA
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MS. LAMBERT:
Good norning. Restoration Tax Abatenent
program has one new application to present for Project
| D 20161678, 2700 Bohn Motor, LLC in Oleans Parish for
an investnent of $9, 480,000, 45 new pernmanent jobs and
30 construction jobs.
Thi s concl udes the application.
MR, W NDHAM
All right. Are there any questions from
the public concerning Restoration Tax Abatenent Program
application?
(No response.)
VR, W NDHAM
Questions fromthe Board?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
|s there a notion to approve?
Made by Maj or Col eman; seconded by Jan
Mol | er.
Al'l in favor, indicate with an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR, W NDHAM
Al'l opposed with a

nay.
(No response.)
MR. W NDHAM

Baton Rouge, LA
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Motion carries.
M5. LAMBERT:
Thank you.
MR, W NDHAM
Next we have the Enterprise Zone Program
presented by Joyce Metoyer.
M5. METOYER
Good norning. | have five new
applications: 20160039, Benny's Car Wash, LLC, East
Bat on Rouge Parish; 20141316, Peter and Paul MI, LLC
Ol eans Parish; 20180100, Randol ph McCorm ck Realty,
| ncorporated, St. Landry Parish; 20160703, SB Nol a
Subtenant, LLC, Oleans Parish; and 20150153, Wl a
Jean, LLC, Ol eans Pari sh.
MR, W NDHAM
And can you run through the totals real
qui ck on those?
M5. METOYER
The investnent?
MR, W NDHAM
Yes, the investnment and the tax break.
M5. METOYER
Ckay. For Benny's Car Wash, the
I nvest nent - -
MR, W NDHAM
Baton Rouge, LA
Torres REPORTING & ASSOCIATES, mwc. aninloma =
T& ST o S o s New Oreans, 1
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free 504.392.4852 FAX



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O A W N P

N N NN NN PP P P PR PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P O

December 14, 2018

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Page 17

Just in total.

M5. METOYER

Ch, the total. [I'msorry.

The total investment is $58, 383, 398 for
total investnment, and the total ITC |nvestnent Tax
Credit, is $875, 735.

MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.
MR, THOMPSON:
The nunber of pernmanent jobs?
M5. METOYER
Yes, sir, these are all permanent jobs.
MR, THOMPSON:

What's the estimated nunber of pernmanent

j obs? One-hundred sonet hi ng.
MS. METOYER:

161 new j obs.
MR. THOWPSON.

Yes. And the total is 58-mllion

I nvestnent; right?
MS. METOYER
Yes, sir.
MR, THOMPSON:
Ckay. Thank you.
M5. METOYER
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You' re wel cone.
MR, W NDHAM
All right. Any comments fromthe public

concerning the Enterprise Zone Program applications, the

new ones?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Questions or coments fromthe Board?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
|'I'l entertain a notion to approve.
Made by Maj or Col eman; seconded by M.
Mal one.

Al in favor, indicate with an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR, W NDHAM

Al opposed with a

nay.
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Motion carries.
Contract term nations.
M5. METOYER
Ckay. 20150026, AJ Pontchartrain
Enpl oyer, LLC, Orleans parish. The existing contract is
May 1 of "15 to April 30 of 2020. The requested term

Baton Rouge, LA
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date is May 15 of 2018. The programrequirenents were
met and no additional jobs were anticipated; the next
one is 20140988, Isidore Newran School in Ol eans
Parish. The existing contract period is July 15 of 2014
to July 14 of 2019. The requested term nation date is
March 15 of 2017. The programrequirenments have been
met, no additional jobs are anticipated; 20120015, Tw n
Brothers Marine, LLC, St. Mary Parish. The existing
contract period March 27 of 2012 to March 26 of 2017.
The requested termdate is Septenber 26th of 2014. The
program requi renents have been net, no additional jobs
are anticipated; 20140151, International Paper,

Washi ngton Parish. The existing contract period is
February 1 of 2014 to January 31 of 2019. The requested
termdate is July 31 of 2016, and the program

requi rements have been nmet, no additional jobs are
antici pated; 20120850, Associated Term nal of St.
Bernard, LLC, St. Bernard Parish. The existing contract
period is Novenber 1, 2013 to Cctober 31 of 2018. The
requested termdate is April 30 of 2016. The reason for
termnation -- I'msorry. Programrequirements have
been nmet, no additional jobs are anticipated; 20141196,
500 Laurel Devel opnent, LLC, East Baton Rouge Pari sh.
The existing contract period is June 15 of 2015 to June
14 of 2020. The requested termdate is March 31 of

Baton Rouge, LA
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2017. The program requirenments have been net, no

addi tional jobs are anticipated; 20130935, Corporate 737
Hotel s, LLC, Terrebonne Parish. The existing contract
period is June 17 of 2013 to June 16 of 2018. The
requested termdate is June 16 of 2016. The program
requi renents have been net, no additional jobs are
antici pated; 20140182, B&G Food Enterprises, LLC,

Laf ourche Parish, February 10 of 2014 to February 9 of
2019. The requested termdate is August 9 of 2016, and
t he programrequirenents have been net, no additiona
jobs are anticipated; 20140456, Enlink M dstream
Qperating, LP, Acadia Parish, October 1, 2014 to

Sept enber 30, 2019 is the existing contract period. The
requested termnation date is March 31, 2017. The
program requi renents have been net and no additi onal
jobs are anticipated; 20131410, Super Hospitality Master
Tenant, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish. The existing
contract is January 1, 2014 to 12/31/2018. The
requested termdates is Decenber 31, 2016. The program
requi rements have been net, no additional jobs are
antici pated; 20120870, Exxon Mbil Corp., East Baton
Rouge Parish. The existing project period is May 1 of
2013 to April 30 of 2018. The requested termdate is
10/ 31 of 2015. The program requirenents have been net,

no additional jobs are anticipated; and 20110959,
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Chal mette Refining, LLC, St. Bernard Parish, and the
contract period is May 1 of '"13 to April 30 of 2018.
The requested termdate is October 31 of 2015, and the
program requi renents have been net, no additional jobs
are antici pated.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.
Are there any comments fromthe public

concerning any of the cancel ati ons?

M5. METOYER
Term nati ons.
MR, W NDHAM
Term nations. |'msorry. Term nations.

Any questions fromthe Board?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Mot i on has been made by Senator Thonpson
to accept the term nations; seconded by Fajardo.
Al in favor, indicate with an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
VR, W NDHAM
Al opposed with a

nay.
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM

Mbtion carries.
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Al right. Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.
Next we have the Industrial Tax
Exenpti on Program presented By Ms. Cheng.
MS. CHENG
Good norning. | have five pre-Executive
Order new applications: 20160715, Custom Metal Works in
East Baton Rouge Parish; 20140273-A, Pod Pack
| nternational, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish; 20141578-A,
Shel | Chem cal Conpany, LP in St. Charles Parish;
20151279- A, Westl ake Vinyls Conpany, LP in Ascension
Parish; and 20160666, Westl ake Vinyls Conpany, LP in
Ascension Parish. Total investnment of $54, 953,90, 12
new j obs and 181 construction jobs.
MR, W NDHAM
The tax relief fromthe first year of
exenption?
MS. CHENG
The estimated tax relief is $853, 904.
MR, W NDHAM
Al right. Are there any questions or
any comments fromthe public concerning these
applications?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Any questions or comments fromthe
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Boar d?

Col a.

Rul e application,

(No response.)
MR. W NDHAM

|s there a notion to approve?

Made by Maj or Col eman;

MS. BAKER:
Baker .
MR W NDHAM

|'msorry. M. Baker.

seconded by Ms.

All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

(Several nenbers respond "aye.")

MR W NDHAM

Al'l opposed with a "nay."

(No response.)

MR W NDHAM
Motion carri es.
MS. CHENG

| have three post-Executive Oder 2017

meet i ng.

MR W NDHAM

but Syrah Technol ogi es,

LLC in
Concordi a Parish has asked to defer to the February 2019

|s there a notion to accept the request

for deferral ?

TRy
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Made by Jerry Jones; seconded by
M. Sl one.
All in favor, indicate with an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR, W NDHAM
Al'l opposed with a "nay."
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Motion carries.
These two applications.
MS. CHENG
These two applications have received
their | ocal endorsenents prior to comng to the Board:
20161566, Driftwood, LNG in Cal casieu Parish, and
20160187, HR NU Bl u Energy, LLC in West Baton Rouge
Parish for a total investnent of $15,946, 603,365 wth
380 new jobs and 6,530 construction jobs. The estinated
first year of tax relief is $284, 409, 410.
MR, W NDHAM
Are there any coments fromthe public
concerning these two applications?
Pl ease step forward and identify
yoursel f .
VR. BAGERT:

| have sone material to hand out.
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MR, W NDHAM

You can give it to staff | believe. CQur
staff.

VR. BAGERT:

| ' m Broderick Bagert with Toget her
Loui si ana, and two residents from Cal casieu Parish wll
hopefully be joining ne after they pass out these
packet s.

This is or appears to be the |argest
public subsidy by |ocal governnents in the history of
the country. There are two sides to that. That also
means it's a gigantic project with enornous positive
potential. It's, if not the largest, close to the
| argest capital investnent in the history of the country
as well, and Southwest Louisiana is strategically
positioned to benefit in an extraordinary way fromthe
changes in the liquid natural gas exporting market.

It also nmeans that it is areally big
decision, and it ought to happen in an appropriate way.
Sone things that have happened are not appropriate, and
we'd i ke to describe why there's concern in Cal casieu
Parish and request a deferral until the next neeting.

No one we've talked to was against this
project. Most people we've talked to aren't against an

exenption for this project. They do want to be infornmed
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about it before the decisions of their elected officials
are nmade.

There's three docunents that you have in
t hat packet. The first has got a little picture onit,
and describes, well, four different points. In February
of 2017, this Board adopted a provision that is --
becanme LA Adm nistrative Code 503(D)(2)(b)(i); okay, and
the text of it is right there. It says, "The
busi ness" -- that is the applicant business seeking an
| ndustrial Tax Exenption -- "shall copy LED on its
witten request to the parish governing authority, the
school board and nunicipality for the required
resolutions and its witten request to the sheriff for
the required letter."

The intent here was under the old rules,
when the process starting by conpanies going to their
| ocal taxing bodies and then would conme to the Board of
Commerce & Industry, that citizens would know that's
happeni ng, because if the only people who know it was
happeni ng were industry and elected officials, then
there wasn't a meani ngful public process to deliberate
around it. And in order to address that concern, this

Board adopted the provisions which started being known

as the "ITEP Sunshine Provision."
It goes on, "LED' -- after being CCd --
Baton Rouge, LA
225.751.0732
Torres REPORTING & ASSOCIATES, mc. aninloma =
COURT REPORTING & LITIGATION SERVICES
I : New Orleans, LA
www.torresreporting.com 504.392.4791
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free 504.392.4852 FAX



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O A W N P

N N NN NN PP P P PR PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P O

December 14, 2018

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Page 27

"shal |l post a copy -- or post a copy of the business’
witten request to the parish governing authority,
school board and nmunicipality for the required

resol utions and the business' witten request to the
sheriff for the required letter on its website no |ater
t han three business days after the receipt of the
request . "

Now, there was, subsequent to this, an
interpretation by M. House that this is not what it
appears to be, that it wasn't your intent to actually
have the public know what's going on, that this only
became relevant if there was a witten request to start
120- day peri od.

On the backside of this page is the
transcript of the deliberation that happened on February
21st, 2017, and it says what nmany of you know to be the
case, that the intent of this is what it |ooks like it
was, to make sure that people know an inportant decision
I's going on before that decision is nade. This was not
adhered to in this case. There was no posting of the
application. There was no notice provided that the
del i beration process had started.

Next, the local taxing bodies -- and
this is on them not on ne -- have set up a commttee of

a formal representative of the taxing bodies that neets
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in violation of public neeting laws. It is -- doesn't
provide public notice, it bars public input, and it is
convened by an industry representative. It was that
body that devel oped the recommendati on of 100- percent
exenption, and nobody even knew a 100- percent exenption
Is still a possibility because the rules had changed it
to cap at 80 percent.

Now, you and | know that there is a
provision of a period of tine that allows 100 percent,
and it folds into that exception, but there was no way
to know that this was even going on, nmuch less that it
fell into that exception; right? So everybody thought
80 percent, we can live with that.

This commttee neets in secret, then
makes a recomendati on, and with 24-hours notice,
Driftwood LNG I ndustrial Tax Exenption goes on an agenda
for a school board and police jury. Police jury dealt
wWwth it in 45 seconds. The school board had al nbost no
di scussion about it. There was no provision of the
cost. As far as we know, the school board nenbers never
even saw the analysis. On the same day that Exxon --
Amazon approved HQ and New Yorkers flew into a rage
because it was 112,000 jobs, this project got approved
by the school board, and it's $8-mllion per job (sic).

The Calcasieu -- it is true. |It's
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$2.4-billion and 350 jobs.

The Cal casi eu school board president, in
his personal capacity, because there has not been tine
to hold a neeting, has witten to you asking for you to
defer it and has said that the information provided was
mnimal and it left out pertinent information. [t
failed to include critical details. And what he ends
wth is by saying, "By having a nore public process, a
nore open process, it wll end with greater support for
Tellurian, Driftwood LNG "

We think that's the case. W think
peopl e back this project, but to approve the |argest
exenption in state history, maybe in the country's
history, on this basis with a violation of your own
rul es around Sunshine, with a violation |ocally around
public meeting | aw and w thout anybody knowi ng what's
going on is unnecessary and is going to |l eave a | ong
| egacy of distrust around this.

More than 1,000 residents have signed a
petition --

VR, W NDHAM

Are you drawing to a close, M. Bagert?
MR, BACERT:

Yes, sir.

-- expressing concern about this in a
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72-hour period, and a few of those who are here today
would like to talk.

Thank you.

MR, W NDHAM
Thank you.
Senat or Thonpson.
MR, THOVPSON:

Just a couple questions for M. Bagert.
You and | have had di scussi ons about the exenptions for
many years, and | think y'all have done good, Toget her
Loui siana. Not always to what | thought, but basically
t aki ng anot her | ook at exenptions and how communities
are left, or sone of them many years back, never got
anything, just got the exenption. But | nmade it clear
to you on one in Lake Providence, Louisiana, and to the
chai rman of Commerce & Industry and others, | noticed
nost of these names that are nentioned are bel ow | 20.
Matter of fact, below 110. You don't -- | did hear
Concordi a nmentioned once, but we have very little of
that. But you and | argued a point about a facility
that was built and back to across the | evee up in East
Carrol|l Parish, and we had a disagreenent, but | wanted
to remnd you of this. Locals wanted it, and | told you
that. And | said a ot of things | would change, but
that's not nmy job. Probably a |ot of the things they
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woul d change if they were a state senator, but that's
not their job.

And | rem nded you, if we did not get an
exenption on this plant, it wouldn't be here in two
years. And if we didn't, that land is worth zero. Now
you can tal k about how nuch it's valued at and what
it's -- but it's worth zero wthout the economc
devel opnent portion init.

So ny question to you today is, the
| ocals did go through the process. The neeting m ght
not have been as long as you would like it or I would
like it. They didn't maybe go in through all of the
details that you thought, but you're not on that board,
nor | or probably anyone el se on the Louisiana group.
What procedure did you find that was the nost

incrimnating part of it?

MR. BAGERT:
Well, | renenber the Lake Providence
di scussion well, and two days before that neeting, | was

on a conference with Sister Bernie Barrett, who is a --
| don't know if she | oves Lake Providence as nuch as you

do, but she loves it a |lot.

MR, THOVPSON:
Not as nuch, but pretty close.
MR BACERT:
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That's right. A close second.

And she asked whet her there was anyt hi ng
on there that dealt with Lake Providence, and | said no.
And then that, if | remenber, was in a separate part of
t he agenda because it was dealing with a conpany that
had cl osed, and that's an unusual category for providing

an exenption.

MR, THOMPSON.
Ri ght.
MR, BAGERT:

And you went after ne because what do |
know about Lake Providence, and | said that you scare
me, but not as nmuch as Sister Bernie. And | couldn't
not convey the questions and concerns, not opposition in
t hat instance.

But |I tell you, she just raised $50, 000
to do conmmunity inprovenent in Lake Providence, so she's
going to want to work with you.

The two things that we think provided a
significant and actionable basis for not providing
adequate or legal public notice are these: First, this
Board has adopted a procedure for the rules in
application for this request that say the applicant
conpany starts the process by witing a letter to the

| ocal entities and needs to CC LED, and within three
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days, LED needs to put it on its website.

|'mfully aware and you'll hear LED
staff attorneys say that doesn't say what it appears to
say. He'll say that that only cones into effect if the
conpani es are requesting 120-day period. | would ask
you to recall your own nenory and the testinony on here
and what the Governor has said publicly about the intent
of that. Sonme of these things don't get resolved unless
there's a lawsuit. W don't have a bunch of |awyers.
We've just got a bunch of citizens. But that's the
first, so that no public residents, no nenbers of the
public had any way, even if they were inclined, had any
way to know that this deliberation was happeni ng.

Second, at the local level, a process
wher eby official representatives of public bodies net
W t hout public notice with industry representatives in a
neeting that barred the public, devel oped a
recommendation that was then acted on. That violates
public neeting law, and inside of this process, you
can't fix that by having a subsequent neeting that
doesn't violate it. |If the school board nenmbers had
gone to Bernuda and all deliberated and come up to a
conclusion and then they had a second neeting that was
public, it wouldn't fix the fact that deliberation and

recommendati on happened in a way that's nonpublic.
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There was a m sunderstanding at the
| ocal entities' level that if it wasn't an el ected
official, if it was just staff, then public neeting | aw
didn't apply. It does apply. There have been 21
decisions by the Attorney CGeneral's office that show
that any official representative of the public body
representing the public body, public neeting | aws apply.
That was violated. So the result is, in the |argest
public subsidy in American history, there was no
responsibility of citizens having any of the infornmation
about the project before the decision was nmade. That's
wong. That's illegal. And all they're asking for is
60 days to have those hearings. And then so be it. And
then if it's approved just the way it is now, they can
take it up with their school board nenber, they can take
it up with the police jury nenber. They nay disagree,
but they won't have a claimto feel that their rights
were violated to know what was happeni ng.

MR, W NDHAM
Al right. Thank you.
MR, THOVPSON:

Ckay. Let ne nake a coment, if |
mght, to that. | understand that, and | had forgotten
how wel | versed you were and how nmuch you enjoy tal king

about this issue, but that's a good thing.
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But to answer my question specifically,
the public bodies net and voted in a positive way; is
that correct?

VR. BAGERT:

After --

MR, THOVPSON.
Yes or no?
MR. BACERT:

Yes, after having a neeting that
viol ated public neeting | aw and the school board
presi dent had -- again, yes.

MR, THOVPSON:

But that's not this body's or this
group's problem W take it as it cones and that those
public bodies did vote in favor of it; isn't that
correct?

MR. BAGERT:

Your m ssion under Constitution is to
make decisions that are in the best interest of the
state.

MR, THOMPSON.

Well, let us decide that. You just

answer the questions about public bodies voting for it.
VR. BAGERT:

It is wthin the purview of this Board's
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mandate to determ ne whether a public process
violated -- being your own public process, though, and
so we do think that's a consideration.

MR, THOVPSON:

Yeah. But they did vote for it; isn't

that correct? That's the question | ask.
VR, BAGERT:
They di d.
MR, THOVPSON:
Thank you.
MR, W NDHAM
M. Jones.
MR, JONES:

M. Bagert, there's information in your
handout that | don't find that is in your -- it may be.
| tried to read through it very quickly as I've just now
gotten it.

Wien was the neeting of the parish held?
Not the commttee neeting that you're referring to, but
the neeting itself where this was passed, what date was
t hat ?

MR. BAGERT:

Novenber the 13th for the school board,

and then I'"'mnot recalling the police jury. Mybe it

was the -- do y'all know? Sonetine in Novenber.
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MR, JONES:
So it was several weeks ago?
MR. BAGERT:
Yes, sir.
MR JONES:
And you knew at that tine that, at |east
your allegations, that they violated open neetings?
MR. BACERT:
| don't think anybody knew at that tine.
Nobody knew any of the details or even that sonething
significant had happened at that tine because there
still was, after the neeting, all it said was the
Driftwood LNG exenption had been approved.
MR, JONES:
Ckay. |I'mtrying to understand. |
under stand your allegations to be two-fold. Nunber one,
that a cl andestine neeting of governnent officials that

you believe violates the open neetings law, that's one.

VMR, BAGERT:

That's right.

MR, JONES:

And Nunber 2, | thought there was
sonet hi ng about the school board -- the parish neeting
itself had violated open neetings. |s that true?

VMR. BAGERT:
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That's less clear in that they did give
a notice that Driftwood LNG was on there. They didn't
provide information around it. |'mnot sure whether
that violates public neetings law. That's the kind of
judgnment call the court sonetines nakes.

But after they acted, there was still no
under st andi ng and awar eness that an exenption of this
si ze has been approved because no informati on was shared
publically that that neeting --

MR, JONES:

Ckay. It was passed at a duly-called
nmeeting giving 24-hours notice of everything that was on
the agenda; is that correct?

VR, BAGERT:
That's our understandi ng.
MR, JONES:
Okay. Now, the earlier neeting that you

you're referring to, when did you learn of that early

meeti ng?
VR. BAGERT:
In | ate Decenber -- personally, in late
Novenber.
MR, JONES:

Okay. Late Novenber, so it's been at

| east a couple of weeks. You realize that if there is
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an open -- if you believe there's an open neetings
violation, there's a way to resolve that by filing a
| awsui t ?

VR. BAGERT:

A lot of the details that we found out
about that neeting are froman attorney who appears to
be preparing a lawsuit on just those grounds.

MR, JONES:

But it's not been filed?

This is ny difficulty is that Nunmber 1,
frankly, |'ve been doing nunicipal |law for 30 years, and
| frankly disagree with your assessnent of what the open
nmeetings |aw says with this issue. | strongly disagree
with you. So when you cone to us and represent, you're
not under oath, you're comng in and maki ng
representations to this Board about sonething that's
happened that we have no way of verifying, we have no
way of determ ning whether it's true or not. You're
asking us to accept your word and put a stop to
sonmething that |ocal officials, as far as we are
concerned, has acted on, that you're wanting us to stop
It based on your representations of, A what you believe
happened, but we don't know for sure, of what you
believe the law to be, that | disagree with personally.

| can't speak for anybody el se on the Board.
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| m ght suggest to you, M. Bagert, that
the right way to handle this, if you come to nme and
says, "W have filed suit because we believe that there
is aviolation," | would be nmuch nore inclined to listen
to your argunent, because at that point, somebody has
filed sonething under oath before a court of [aw that A,
B, C and D has happened.

MR, BAGERT:

Vell --

MR, JONES:

| can't speak for the rest of the Board,
but that's ny problemwth what you're bringing to us
here. There was plenty of time to file a lawsuit based
on what you've learned. There's -- if there was a
citizen that felt that strongly about it, believe ne, |
have fought open neetings |lawsuits, and always there's a
| awyer who's willing to file themif sonebody feels
strongly enough to get it done.

So that's ny struggle with what you're
bringing to me today. You want ne to accept what you're
telling nme. | hesitate on that given the fact that
there were |awful actions that, at least on its face,
from public bodies.

VR. BAGERT:
Look, two things: One is not everybody
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can afford an attorney. The second --

MR JONES:

Excuse nme, M. Bagert. Let ne stop

bef ore everybody starts clapping. Wen | see how nuch
noney Together Louisiana is spending in this state,

there's plenty of noney for Together Louisiana to hire a

| awyer,

| guarant ee you.
MR BAGERT:

How nuch do you think Together Loui siana

Is spending in this state?

MR JONES:

Wien | see the ads, sonebody's paying

for that. Sonebody's paying for those ads in the
newspapers; sonebody's paying for the website,;
sonebody's paying for the mailouts that go out. So |

don't know.

MR BAGERT:
You' d be amazed.
MR JONES:

Apparently | woul d be because | know how

much ads in the newspapers cost.

MR. BAGERT:

We didn't take any ads in the newspaper.

This was an article.

The second is there's sonething broader

TRy
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at stake than narrow legality, and it's the principle
and the concept that when an inportant decision is nade,
citizens ought to have the opportunity to have access to
the information that's relevant to that decision. And
even outside of the narrow legality, the questions of
narrow | egality that we have raised attenpting in our
nost honest way to represent our understandi ng of what
happened, and at the request of 1,000 residents of

Cal casi eu Parish, that's one question.

The other is, if there's no way that
peopl e can know sonet hing is happening, then they ought
to be given the opportunity to have a hearing, and
that's what they' re asking for. So | don't think it's
just a matter of what's legal. It's a matter of what's
appropriate and what's good for the people in Cal casieu
and the state.

MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, M. Bagert.
M. Mller.

VR, MOLLER:

|s M. House available to cone up?
Because |I'm-- you know, as you stated, M. Chairnman,
we're here to see -- you know, not to vote necessarily
on our opinion of tax exenptions, but to see if whether

t hese applicants followed the rules and the [ aws that
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t hat ,

we've set up. And I'mcurious, M. House, on

adopted, and | believe |I either nmade the noti
seconded the notion, and | certainly renmenber
intent was at the tinme, but |I'mcurious howy
interpret it because what | have before ne, |

"LED shal |l post a copy of the business's wit

recei pt of the request." Ws that followed?
do you know? And what

the intent?

MR HOUSE:

your

interpretation of this Sunshine provision that we

on or
what ny
ou

t says,

ten request

on its website no later than three business days after

Did LED do

I s your understandi ng of

That statute -- I"'msorry. That rule,

been able to secure a hearing before a | ocal

before a local entity, and it provides for a

under the 2017 approval process.

MR MOLLER:
Does this fall under the 2017
MR HOUSE:

Yes, it does, and -- but, M.

you know, at that particular neeting, we were

this 120-day process, and this particular --

which is avail able to conpanies under its plain

| anguage, which is available to conpani es who have not

gr oup,
120- day

period in which a local entity has to act. And this is

process?

Mol ler, as
di scussi ng

| " ve never

TRy

ToRRES REPORTING 85 ASSOCIATES, .

COURT REPORTING & LITIGATION SERVICES
www.torresreporting.com
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free

Baton Rouge, LA
225.751.0732
225.752.7308 FAX

New Orleans, LA
504.392.4791
504.392.4852 FAX


http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O A W N P

N N NN NN PP P P PR PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P O

December 14, 2018

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Page 44
heard it called the "Sunshine Act." It wasn't called
that at the nmeeting. | renenber M. Jones nmeking a
nunber of coments at the point -- at that point in

time, and | also nade a point in tinme that this referred
-- made a comment at this point in tinme that this
referred to the 120-day provi sion.

This particular rule has been foll owed
twi ce or has been invoked tw ce, once by a conpany in
Ol eans Parish and another tinme by a conpany in Caddo
Parish, and in both instances, they had not secured or
been able to secure a hearing on their request for an
exenption under the 2017 rules, and the conpani es have
to have that request for an exenption.

VMR, MOLLER:

So they cane to you after they couldn't

secure that hearing?
MR, HOUSE:

They filed their notice under this
particul ar provision because that's what it was designed
for, and then when they filed that request or that
notice, that notice was published in accordance with
what you call the "Sunshine Act."

There have been now, since under the
2017 rul es, there have been a | arge nunber of

contracts -- I'd have to go back and count them-- where
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nobody foll owed that notice provision because that
notice provision wasn't applicable. The conpanies were
able to go before | ocal governing bodies, secure the
notice fromthe | ocal governing bodies and get heard,
have hearings. And then those |ocal governing bodies
provided us with Exhibit B, as is the case here.

So this particular applicant foll owed
t he same process that probably 50 to 100 ot her
applicants have followed in getting their contract
approved. There was no objection at that tine, no
I nvocation of some type of "Sunshine Act."

So that's ny answer to your question.

MR, MOLLER:
Ckay.
MR, HOUSE:

And | et me just add one other thing
while I"'mhere and it's fresh on everybody's m nd
regarding the statenment about Toget her Loui siana and
noney. Last year in Ascension Parish there was a
controversy about whether or not the city council or
parish council gave appropriate notice. Together
Louisiana filed a | awsuit agai nst Ascension Parish and
there was a hearing. M recollection, | believe it was
ultimately settled by the parties, but, M. Jones, |

just wanted to nmake sure everyone knew t hat because that
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wasn't the answer you just got.
MR, MOLLER:

Ckay. | guess ny second question,
don't knowif it's for you or M. Bagert, but if the
qguestion here is whether to grant a -- to defer this
until February, if this is deferred, what's the
recourse, like what could potentially be different in

February than today?

MR HOUSE:
Well, | think as a matter of how this
board conducts itself, Nunmber 1, | don't know t hat

there's any pending notion before the Board right nowto

def er anyt hi ng.

VMR, MOLLER:

No, but that's the request.
MR, W NDHAM

There is no notion.
VR, HOUSE:

There is no notion before the Board,

M. Mller, soin terns of a hypothetical notion or a

hypot heti cal consideration of this, the advice -- and
you guys are the Board nenbers. |'mjust giving you
sone advice here -- is that you -- in the 2017 rul es,

you set up a way to operate. You set that up with the
2018 rules. | do believe that you have Exhibit Bs, and
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t hat

| nean,

You're a Board nenber.

deci sion that you can.
But the idea that, Nunber

Is dispelled by the docunentation. |

Tam Bour geoi s, Executive Counsel of LED, can give you
the history of Exhibit Bs and the Board neetings and the
information that we have regardi ng the procedures that
went forth at the local level. And you can give as nuch
wei ght as you want to or don't want to with respect to
but | believe that, you know, that's a matter of
your judgnent, but | would ask you to take that into
consideration and that if -- you know, and take into
consideration the entirety of what you' re considering

here in terns of the exenption and nake the best

t here

hasn't been public notice or public bodies haven't net
believe it's in

your packet. But, again, that's up for you to decide.

if you read these Exhibit Bs and these

resol utions fromthese bodies and you don't want to
bel i eve them then maybe you don't want to believe that
9/ 11 happened, | don't know, but that's up to you.

So take into account those

t hi ngs that you have before you and what they are, and
take into account -- | do believe notice is very
inmportant. | do believe that what happens is inportant.
But take a | ook at what you have in your file and nake

your determnation. | think this Board can interpret
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Its own rules.
MR, MOLLER:
Well, for the record, |I do believe that
9/ 11 happened, but | also believe there are 1,000
citizens of Cal casieu Parish who don't believe that
t hey' ve had adequate input into this process.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, M. Moller.

Senat or Chabert.

MR. CHABERT:
Thank you. | don't know if M. Bagert
wants to conme back up or what. | don't necessarily know

if I have any questions or comments for the gentl eman.
There's a | ot of nunbers being tossed
around, and | just want to make sure that | give
adequat e representation to sone of the other factors.
Sonme of the issues that this Board has
to analyze is return on investnent. This is the Board
of Commerce & Industry. \Wat is the value of the
i nvestment that is before us? It's a $15-billion
i nvest nent of which the opponents are talking about,
that $2-billion exenption. There's 350 jobs associ at ed
wth this project; okay, that are permanent. Ain't
going no where. |It's going to be there in, as we say

down in the bayou, "tenps toute de la terre" (sic), as

Baton Rouge, LA

225.752.7308 FAX
COURT REPORTING & LITIGATION SERVICES

: New Orleans, LA
www.torresreporting.com

& TorRES REPORTING & ASSOCIATES, inc. 225.751.0732

504.392.4791
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free 504.392.4852 FAX



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O A W N P

N N NN NN PP P P PR PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P O

December 14, 2018

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Page 49

long as there it shall last. Al right. They there.
All right. And there's another 6,400 construction jobs
associated with that for a total salary of over
$31-mllion. The average construction job salary is
going to be somewhere around $83,000. They going to be
building that plant for a long tine. Those jobs in that
communi ty; okay, the average salary on those jobs, 350
of them $95,000 a year. $95,000 a year. That's
strong, y'all. That's a heck of a deal.

| don't serve on the Cal casieu Parish
School Board. | don't know -- you know, | do know t hat
it's one of |argest school boards in the state. | think
there's something along the lines like 11 or 15 nenbers
on it, where the average school board in the State of
Louisiana is nine. For those of you who do not know, |
am al so the Chairman of the Senate Natural Resources
Commttee, so this is an area that | have particular
i nvol vement with. The Driftwood LNG project, the
Tellurian G oup, have been advancing this project for
literally years. There has been so nuch community
outreach about this project, you can't -- and | don't

mean this in any way, shape or formto anyone here or on

this list as disrespectfully. Okay. | respect citizen
participation. | nean, | voted for every Sunshine | aw
since |'ve been in office. | amfor it. M father was
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a teacher. | get the inpact that some of these
exenptions, how they hit school boards and | ocal
governnments and whatnot. However; all right, there's
over 200,000 people in Cal casieu Parish and growing. It
is literally the fastest growing market in the State of
Loui siana in the Southern region and one of fastest
growng in the country. Wat's going on there is world

renowned. Ckay?

And, again, I'mgoing to say this
Wwth -- | nean no disrespect. It's really hard to live
where y'all live and not know about this project.

Everyone is tal king about it, and have been. The
Chanber of Commerce laud this project. The Sout hwest
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Alliance |auds this project. Not
to mention, the same people who brought you Cheniere
Energy, that anmazing transformational project that is
bei ng | auded worl dwi de as the first LNG export facility,
t hey got bought out, and you know what they did? They
started a new conpany called Tellurian. Gay? And are
doing -- they're trying to replicate the successes that
they had with Cheniere Energy. And all of y'all that
are working in Cal casieu and the Caneron area, all of
that area, that know what kind of econom c boomit has
been, the construction that's going on, the retail

I nvestnent, the inprovenents to schools, salary
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I ncreases across the board, that was because of Cheniere
Energy. And then you've got Tellurian comng right
behind it, and then you have anot her one.

| know a | ot of you around here aren't
famliar wth the FERC process. That's the permtting
process federally that these people have to go through.
It's mnimumnine, 15 nonths. And they're still going
through it. They're not even approved yet. So there's
anpl e information out there for anyone, including all of
t he menbers of the school board, all of the nenbers of
t he parish governnent, the sheriffs, the respective
council person; okay, certainly the legislative
del egation, the state econom c devel opnent authority,
and agai n the Sout hwest Economc Alliance. It's not
l'i ke information on there isn't out there. But |
understand what y'all are saying about whether or not
the benefit is there and should citizens have been
informed. W appreciate that. However, that's not our
job. Ckay?

| totally agree with what ny col |l eague
sai d about disputing M. Bagert's question about whet her
or not that was even operating in an illegal way about
the public neeting law, | don't knowif | agree with
that at all. And then | totally think that probably a

| awsuit should be filed if that is the due course, but
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that isn't our job.

So | don't knowif M. Bagert wants to
say anything or -- and, |ook, | respect the heck out of
him And he cones before -- | know a | ot of you, this
Is your first nmeeting, but he cones in every neeting and
defends the citizens of our state, and that's a good
t hi ng.

MR. BACERT:

Only to clarify that you refer to ne and

the others here as opponents of this project.
MR. CHABERT:

| don't know if | said opponents, and |

may have. | don't want it to be --
VR, BAGERT:

And really as matter of clarification,
the request is for a deferral till the next neeting so
t hat they can have a process that feels |ike they had
the basic information and were able to discuss it and
don't have a sort of -- you know, there's a |ot of
peopl e that have conme to feel Iike our politics are
rigged. There's a |lot of people in Cal casieu who feels
like this was rigged, and 60 days woul d address that and
then we're all right back on track.

They knew Driftwood existed. They

didn't know about the exenption, the size, the scal e of
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it, and they just want to be able to have a public
process with their public officials and then take it up
in two nonths. There's not opposition from Toget her
Loui siana or, as far as we know, the 1,000 people on
that petition to the project. |It's asking for a
deferral to have a public process.
MR, CHABERT:
Under st ood and respect ed.
Thank you, M. Chairnman.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, Senator Chabert.
Dr. WIson.
DR S. WLSON
| was just going to point out for ny
peer, Senator Chabert, M. House asked us to go back and
| ook at the Exhibit, and | just wanted to share with the
public what we look at here is a resolution that was
unani nous by the school board. So | have to trust the
| ocal elected officials that the citizens have voted
for, and | would echo the Senator's comments. | don't
know, going through several processes, whether it's
envi ronment al process or others, where we delay and
expect a different alternative, and | think those del ays
can be very conplicated and very inpactful, particularly

when you' re tal king about $15-billion of investnent.
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And |

sooner

boar d,

speak.

I'm --

met just this week with other entities in the sane

busi ness | ooking to get their final investnent decision

conplicate that process as well as others.

exhi bit and supports we see are from a unani nous school

that are in this package, and that's what we have to
base our decisions on. So ny opinion at this point is |
don't see the value in the delay and woul d wel cone to

hear other comments fromthe citizens that would like to

to speak to this item Again, if the audience can keep
appl ause down, that would be good, and if you can
keep -- and not repeat what's been said before, that

woul d be really good.

[ittle closer?

than later, and | think those delays only

So for the public to know, all of the

as well as support fromthe sheriff and others

MR W NDHAM
Thank you, Dr. WI son.

| believe we have two ot hers that want

MS. GRAVES:

Absol utely. M nane is Georgina G aves,

MR W NDHAM

Ms. Graves, can you pull the mc a

TRy
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MS. GRAVES:
| have a sweet voice. I|'msorry.
My nane is Georgina Graves. |'mfrom
Sul phur, Louisiana. | pride nyself on being very active

In our conmunity.

Unfortunately, | was unaware of the
notion to pass the LNG tax exenption, and nobody is
against it. Wat we are against is the exclusion of the
public word. And everybody wants to have this. W are
definitely, like you said earlier, a boomng town. W
have advancenents happening left and right, but on
several of the things, we had Cal casieu Parish School
Board, on their agenda posted online, did have a notion
to talk about LNG but with this notion, no docunents
were provided for the public to see, nor online or at
the nmeeting itself, and they were deni ed public conment.

Now, | know this is a problemthat
shoul d be taken up with ur school board, and believe ne,
that we have. But what I'mtrying to inplore upon you
Is not that we are against this, but is by not delaying
this, you are setting a standard that you coul d
fasttrack and ignore your constituents, have a
separate -- they set aside a separate tax authority to
thwart the engagenent of the public and then nade, you

know, sidebar concl usions w thout engaging us, which is
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wong. And if we're just going to cone back to the sane
conclusion that Driftwood gets accepted in 60 days, then
so be it, but you're going to force the conversation
with the constituents, which is ideally and
altruistically howit's supposed to be; right? That's
all we're asking, because you're going to help set the
standard that stuff [ike this wll not rest, that it is
unaccept abl e of any elected official, because I would
hope that each of you woul d hear the concerns of anyone
that cane to you, and that's not what's happening here.

Thank you.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you.

Ma'am | believe we have one nore.
Sorry Senator.

M. Briggs.

MR. BRI GGS:

This project is absolutely enornous. It
Is a blessing for our state and for those in Cal casieu
and that part of the state that we have such a project.
And the last thing we want to ever do is have that
project be noved across the river, the other side of the
State of Loui siana.

Now, you know, | agree with -- | believe

we voted onit. | have famly in that area, and there
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are so many special projects going on in Cal casieu
Parish and that part of the state, and the state is
reaping the benefits fromit. So is that whol e area.
And even when this one was bei ng devel oped and voted on
and things like that, that | even talked to sone of ny
famly there, but there's so many wonderful projects
already, and this is one of those very special ones as
j obs that keep on giving, revenue that keeps on giving.
It doesn't get any better than that. W're fortunate to
have it.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, M. Briggs.
M. Jones.
MR, JONES:

| think it's real inportant for all of
the citizens to know, not just of Cal casieu Parish, but
everywhere, is a group of people cane to this Board,
i ncluding the Governor, and said, "W want the locals to
have a voice," and we went through a great deal of
process to ensure that |ocals have a voice. W put
rules in place to nake sure | ocals have a voi ce.
However, we cannot beconme the policenen to nake sure
that the locals are doing it right. W have to, at some
| evel, let locals be locals. You' ve asked for the right

to go to them and nmake your argunments, and if your
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locals, if you feel like your locals aren't doing it
right, and, as you said, ma'am you need to bring it up
W th them

M5. CGRAVES:
W have.
MR, JONES:
But we -- | understand. Just one second
and you' ||l speak as long as M. Wndhamlets you.
But the difficulty you're putting -- by
aski ng what you're asking, the difficulty you're putting

di dn't

| ocal s.

certifi

on this Board is that then, in the future, every tine
soneone doesn't |ike what the | ocals have chosen, they

can cone to this Board and say, "Wait a mnute. They

dot this 'i'. They didn't cross that 't." Y al

need to defer and | et us have anot her shot at the

" And | Frankly don't want this Board to be put

in that situation.

| f when the board sends us their

ed copies of their decisions, that needs to be

what we rely on. And if you as citizens don't like the
way your boards handle it, | think that's where your

recourse is. Not this Board.

Thank you.
MR. W NDHAM
Thank you, M. Jones.

TRy
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Ma' am
M5. AMES:
|'ve been waiting to speak, because |

just want to make it short, sweet --

MR, W NDHAM
Pl ease state your nane.
M5. AMES:
My name is Heather Anmes. | am a journey

wi reman from Lake Charles, Louisiana in Cal casieu
Parish, which neans that | ama construction worker.
There's a large possibility that I will work on this
project, and I do not make $95,00 a year.

But |I'mnot debating on -- | want you to
understand that these projects are ny bread and butter.
This is how | nmake ny noney. | know exactly what it
means.

Now, the only debates that | have is
t hey al ready bought the land. They're not noving, you
know. And $2-mllion, this is a national conversation.
Okay? We're not asking to have perm ssion to conme up
here and just cry whenever things don't go our way.

It's obvious to me, it should be obvious
to everyone el se, that there was sone gray areas, Sone
m sconmuni cati ons about the |aw, about the "Sunshine"

rules, and these were recently inplenented, and this
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also applies to our local officials. I'masking for a
90-day extension for us to get the legalities of this to
find out what exactly needs to happen. Honestly, | hope
that it passes. | hope to get it, but I'mstill here
because what |'mafraid is that if we don't trust our

| ocal officials, at what point are citizens going to
show up and vote zero, zero, zero and deny tax
exenptions because they feel that there's sonething
fraudul ent going on. That would hurt me financially.
That would hurt ny area. That would hurt everything
about it.

' masking for 90 days that we have this
clarified, that we get our local officials on board so
that we don't ever have to worry about this again, that
we have input and we're properly represented.

|'man electrician. Y all, y'all know
the laws; y'all know the rules. |'mnot an accountant,
and whenever they have a neeting that discusses the
anal ysis of these dollars, | trust that somebody who
professionally handl es nunbers is going to say, "This
means this. This neans this," just |ike you' re doing
today with the | aw, your perception of what you believe
and what you stand it. | should have privy to those
nunbers and to that neeting, and the fact that we were

not allowed that information and had to read in the
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end it,

Pari sh.

paper that $2-billion was gone,

And | want 90 days to just funnel

peopl e are very upset.

this down, stop it,

and that here on out, that we nake the best

MR. W NDHAM

Thank you, ma'am

deci sions for Cal casieu Parish and the residents feel

l'i ke we're making the best decisions for Cal casieu

Representative Devillier.

MR DEVILLI ER:
Thank you, M. Chairman.

Now, Ms. Heather, where do you cone up

with $2-billion?

MS. AMES:

The tax exenptions, the

was over $2-billion and forgone revenue.

MR. DEVI LLI ER

incentives, it

Ckay. |'m|looking at 283-mllion.

M5. AMES:
Ckay. Well, maybe if |

gi ve you, sSir.

MR. W NDHAM

had t he

docunentation that they decided in that private neeting,

| mght know a little bit better and have the nunbers to

Representative Devillier, that's the
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first year.
MR. DEVI LLI ER
Ckay. That's what |'mjust trying to
figure out where you --
M5. AMES:
Me too. Me too, babe. N nety days,
we'll get it figured out.
MR, DEVILLI ER
Thank you, Ms. Heat her.
Are you for this project?
M5. AMES:
| ' m absolutely for this project because,
like | said, I will be working on it one way or another
at sonme point, yes.
MR. DEVILLI ER
So you're for it?
M5. AMES:
Yes. W all are.
MR. DEVI LLI ER
Thank you. | don't have any other
questi ons.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you.
All right. |Is there any further

di scussion on either of the two itens that are before us
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for approval ?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
|s there a notion?
M. MIller has made the notion to
approve; second by M. Sl one.
Al'l in favor -- substitute by
M. Mller.
Pl ease state your substitute.
MR, MOLLER:
| would nmake a substitute notion to
defer this until the February neeting.
VR, W NDHAM
Al'l right. There's an objection to that
made by Representative Devillier.
|s there a second on the substitute
not i on?
Second on the substitute? On the

substitute?

MR M LLER

No, | do not.
MR, W NDHAM

No.

|s there a second on the substitute

noti on?
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MS. BAKER:
"1l second it.
MR, W NDHAM
Ms. Baker seconds the notion.
W' Il have a vote.
| s there any discussion on the
substitute notion by the Board nenbers?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM

There's a substitute notion to defer

until the February neeting. It's been nade by
M. Moller; seconded by Ms. Baker.
MR, CHABERT:
Poi nt of clarification.
MR, W NDHAM
Question by Senator Chabert.
MR. CHABERT:

What happens should M. Moller's
substitute notion pass? Wat are the ramfications of
that? | think it would be inportant for the Board to
understand the rami fications of should this happen,
shoul d his substitute notion be approved. Can soneone
fromstaff --

MR, W NDHAM

| wll have staff to tell you
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specifically.

concerned, it's sinply deferred until February and we
j ust see what happens between now and February when it
cones back to the Board at that point. W can't

antici pate what m ght happen at a |l ocal |evel between

now and t hen.

don't know if you've heard from anybody from Tel |l uri an
on this or Driftwood, so if -- they are present, and

we're about to take votes and we hadn't even heard from

wth us?

and answer any questions that may be posed.

of Governnment and Public Affairs for Tellurian,

devel oper of the Driftwood LNG project. Thank you, M.

Chai rman, and nmenbers of the Board for inviting ne to
the table.

M5. BOURGEQ S:

| mean, as far as the Board is

MR. CHABERT:
Right. And I'mrealizing that -- |

MR. W NDHAM

|s there a representative fromDriftwood

Pl ease step forward, identify yourself

MR FRENCH:

My nanme is Jason French, Vice President

Deferral, as the notion that's before

TRy
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you, woul d be very problematic. |'mnot an attorney; |
don't claimto be one, and | don't believe this is the
venue to necessarily be litigating the issues that
M. Bagert has raised, but there are a couple things I
can tell you. | have been involved with this project
since the beginning. As to Senator Chabert's point,
we' ve done extensive outreach to the |ocal comunity and
| ocal elected officials and body that consider this
resol ution that you have before you, the resol utions
that were, | will point out, again, voted on
unani nousl y.

| won't spend tinme going into the |egal
situation, but what | wll tell you is that uncertainty,
to your question, Senator Chabert, the deferral would
create significant uncertainty for us. It would send a
nmessage to the industry that this process, the
| ndustrial Tax Exenption process, which is an inportant
part of the partnership, the public/private partnership,
that's causing this transformative change in Sout hwest
Loui siana and really across Louisiana. It would create
uncertainty in that process, because | can tell you that
we followed the process. W submtted the required
dat a.

And | would like to just, if you give ne

a nonent, | would like to credit M. Bagert and his
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organi zation. | think the scrutiny that they've brought
to the | TEP program and many of the changes that have
conme about because of the discussion around the | TEP
program have been positive ones. And one of nost
positive changes that were brought about was the | ocal
input. These are local tax dollars. So | do conmend
them and the work that they've done to help bring about
t hat change.

We respect the |local process. W went
t hrough the | ocal process. After two years of
di scussions and after public notice in every one of the
nmeetings where a vote was taken on this project
unani nously, the elected officials supported us.

To now defer when we have foll owed that
process, | think textbook to what the CGovernor
envi si oned when the changes to | TEP were nade and what
this Board envisioned, would send a nessage of
uncertainty to us as a conpany, to the industry, to our
custoners and partners who are | ooking as we near final
i nvest nent deci sion and nake a final decision to
actually locate this project in Louisiana. It would
create a climate of uncertainty that | don't think this
Board wants to send into the industry, to our conpany,
and | think it sends a nmessage to the |local officials

that their opinions aren't being respected as this
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process intended through the | TEP changes.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, M. French.
Are there any questions for M. French?
MR. CHABERT:

M. French, when you went through the
process, how many other entities that have to, by |aw,
engage and sign off on this project have y'all had
di scussions with?

MR, FRENCH:

So in our situation, we're an
uni ncorporated area of Cal casieu Parish just south of
Carlyss, so it'd be the police jury, the school board
and sheriff's office.

MR. CHABERT:
And did the sheriffs approve this, the

sheriff's office?

MR, FRENCH:
Yes.
MR. CHABERT:
And you said the parish council?
MR, FRENCH:
The police jury.
MR. CHABERT:
| still forget that sone parishes around
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the state are on the jury system which is -- where the
two parishes that | represent, Terrebonne and Laf ourche,
we have a consolidated governnent, and it's a
district-type of governnent where you like to think that
everybody kind of tries to hold hands and do things for
the betternent of the parish, whereas a police jury
systemis very district specific. Your representatives
and the police jury are very focused, not necessarily on
t he whol e so nmuch as sone of the individual parts. So
it's -- | would say it's even nore difficult to pass
sonet hing through a police jury as opposed to a
consol i dat ed governnent parish council.

And they voted unani nously; right?

VR, FRENCH:
Ri ght.
MR. CHABERT:

And then the school board voted
unani nmousl y?
VR, FRENCH:
Yes.
VR, W NDHAM
Thank you, Senator Chabert.
M. Slone.
MR, SLONE:

| was just going to ask, the
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requi rements have been nmet based upon what we're
supposed to do, so, you know, for us to consider
deferring woul d be going against the process that's
already been in place. 1've |looked at the Exhibit B's,
and everything's been net, the requirenents have been
met, so | don't think we should be trying to defer this.

The fight is a local fight.

MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, M. Slone.
M. Mller.
MR, MOLLER:
| just want to be clear, |'mnot opposed
to this project at all. M concernis -- nor do | want

to substitute ny judgnent for the locals, but the
presi dent of the school board sent us a letter saying he
didn't think that they were furnished with enough
i nformation before they nmade their decision, and so ny
concern is, you know, if we had just a little bit nore
time. Like you said, this project has been in the works
for several years and there's been a | ot of input.
Expl ain specifically what does an extra 90 days do you?
You mentioned uncertainty.
MR, FRENCH:
So our project is in a sensitive tinme in

that we are comng up on our final FERC process to get
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our permts fromFERC to allow us to nove forward to
site build and operate this facility. That is a key
part. Soneone on the Board referenced earlier the
process that we go through in permtting this. That's
extensive; that's com ng.

W are talking. W are certainly
commercializing this project. You see announcenents
about the LNG projects in the newspaper and across the
news. W are commercializing our project and talking to
custoners and investing partners in our project. This
woul d change and create sone significant uncertainty for
those partners as we're noving forward, and we need to
get the final investnent decision to nmake this
I nvestment in Louisiana.

You know, the Amazon headquarters thing
has been nentioned, but the fact is, thisis -- we do
not have a final decision here. |Is it conpeting wth
two cities against one another? Not necessarily, but it
I's Louisiana conpeting against itself. R ght now we

have nade a prelimnary decision to site in Louisiana.

W need to nmake a final investnent decision, and the
| ndustrial Tax Exenption is a key part of that cal cul us
and we're noving very closely to that final investnent
deci si on.
MR, MOLLER:
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But you've al ready bought the |and;

correct?
MR, FRENCH:
We have acquired the land, but acquiring
the land is a m nuscule amount of a 15.9-billion
proj ect .
MR, MOLLER:
| understand that.
MR, W NDHAM
Alittle order, please.
M. Mller, anything el se?
VR, MOLLER:
No. | guess ny only concern is | think
if we just -- if we push this back 90 days and al | owed
for that input, it would set -- you know, we talked

about setting a precedent, and | want to set a positive

precedent that when these types of projects of this

ki nd, of size and scope are approved -- and | don't

t hi nk anybody opposes it. | haven't heard a single
person say they oppose this -- that the public process,
especially at the local level, is done in as open and
transparent |evel and way as possible. So, again, |I'm
not trying to kill this project in any way. |'mjust

hopi ng we can...
MR W NDHAM
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Al right. Thank you.
Ms. Tam Ms. Bourgeois.
MS. BOURGEQ S:

Tam Bour geoi s from LED.

Just as a couple points of information
for the Board. Nunber 1, just to address one of the
al | egati ons, based upon our information, the commttee
that | ooks at the applications before they're presented
to the local public bodies are not nade up of | ocal
officials. They're made up on | ocal economc
devel opnent staff. So | just wanted to nmake that point.

And, also, this is not the first
Cal casi eu Parish project to cone through the Board under
the 2017 rules. They have done -- you know, Cal casieu
has been very responsi ble, we have found, in how they
carried out their duty with regard to the new rules, and
so this is not the first time that a Cal casieu
application has been presented to you and they weren't

changed in the past. So just wanted to nmake those

poi nt s.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you.
All right. There's a substitute notion
on the floor. I|'msorry. Senator.

MR THOVPSON:
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| wanted to conplinment Toget her
Loui si ana on nmaking us take a real close |look on all of
these statewide. But ny concernis, as it was earlier

today, if the locals have done it, and even if you get a

letter fromthe school board saying, "Well, we'd Iike
sonme additional information," | know many tines that
this body, over 40-sonething years of service, I'd |ike

to go back and have another shot at the apple or do
sonething differently, but | think it's our
responsibility to not cause maybe di ssension -- nore
di ssension in the comunity, but follow the rules.

|f locals are for it, |I hate to make a

substitute notion to or support one that would put it

off if we see no great changes. |f sonebody can tell ne
other than, "lI'd like to defeat it," but they've already
had that discussion.

And if they've done sonmething illegal,
I f they've done sonething out of line, |I'msure that

sonmebody's going to file suit or do sonething, but I
think it's our responsibility to nmake these conpani es or
corporations work for the locals. And but | wanted to
make that clear, and if you have anything that you

di sagree that's the LED or the other speakers, I'd |ike
to hear it right now, that's different fromwhat we've

t al ked about .
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MR, FRENCH:
| appreciate all of your comments. The
only thing I would clarify is that while there is a
|etter that's been put before you today, that was from
an individual citizen who happens to serve on the schoo
board. That was not the school board itself. The
school board nmet 60 hours ago and had the opportunity to
reconsi der the resolution -- there was significant
pressure to do so -- and chose not to. So | think -- |
don't want anyone on this Board to feel that the school
board has suddenly turned against this project.
MR, THOVPSON:
| got you. And that sounded |ike that
was the school board, but I"'mglad you clarified that.
|s there anynore clarification that we
need to know about from LED?
MS. BOURGEQ S:
No, sir. W' ve presented you with what
we think you need to consider this application.
MR, THOVPSON:
Ckay. Thank you.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, Senator.
Senat or Chabert.
MR. CHABERT:
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Senat or Thonpson hit it,

explicitly says,

vot ed unani nously,

Thank you. That was my question,

DR S. WLSON

was the letter

"Acting in ny personal

had before ne

capacity as a

resi dent."

My question is -- "and not as the parish
president" -- | nean, excuse ne -- "the school board
president."”

My question is, did the gentleman, this
menber, vote for this prior?

MR, FRENCH:

He did.

MR. CHABERT:

So he previously voted for it, and then
Is sending a letter for -- that's -- no further
questi ons.

MR, W NDHAM

Dr. WIson.

| was just going to nmake the sane

in that capacity as a public official,

so | just have to take it on face val ue.

statenent, that | think the school board nenber, if he
we have to accept his official vote
and so | know t he
gentleman -- and, again, the letter is not signed, and
don't

di sagree with the opinions that fol ks have expressed as

TRy
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to thei
And | t

a hol di
good.

on the
to, so
defer -

agai n?

r concerns, but it's not our place to fix that.

hi nk delaying wll just |eave us in an open

w ndow with no obligation to act on any other party

because they've already acted, and so it just puts us in

ng pattern and I think it does nore danmage than

MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, Dr. WI son.
Wth that, we have a substitute notion
floor; it's been seconded. |It's been objected
we wll have a rollcall. The notionis to

- M. Mdller, you want to state your notion

VMR, MOLLER:
Is to defer to the February neeting.
MR, W NDHAM
VWhich is 60 days-ish.
MR, MOLLER:
Si xty, yeah, February 27th.
MR, W NDHAM

All right it's been objected to, so now

we need a rollcall vote. M. Sinmons.

MR. CHABERT:
VWi ch way, what happens?
MR. W NDHAM

TRy
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|"msorry. |If you vote for the notion,
this application will be deferred until February. If
you vote against the notion, we will proceed wth the
original notion to approve both of these applications,
Driftwood LNG and HR Nu Bl u Energy, LLC
Ms. Sinmons.
MS. SI MMONS:
Dr. WIson.
MR, W NDHAM
VWait. |'ve got to turn it on.
MS. SI MVMONS:
Ckay. Dr. WIson.
DR S. WLSON:
|"musually at end of the rollcall, but
ny vote is not to defer. No.
MS. SI MMONS:
Don Bri ggs.
MR. BRI GGS:
No.
MS. SI MMONS:
Representative Devillier.
MR. DEVI LLI ER
No.
MS. SI MMONS:
Ms. Baker.
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IVS.

V5.

V5.

V5.

BAKER:
Yes.
SI MMONS:

Mayor G enn Brasseaux.

MAYOR BRASSEAUX:

No.

SI MMONS:

Representative Paul Hollis.
HOLLI S:

No.

SI MMONS:

Maj or Col eman.

MAJOR COLEMAN:

No.

SI MMONS:

Ri ckey Fabr a.
FABRA:

No.

SI MMONS:

Manuel Faj ar do.
FAJ ARDQO,

No.

SI MMONS:

Jeral d Jones.

(No response.)
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IVS.

V5.

VB.

SI MMONS:

Heat her Mal one.
MAL ONE:

No.

SI MVONS:
Senat or Franci s Thonpson.
THOMPSON:

No.

SI MMONS:

M. Mller.

M LLER:

No.

SI MVONS:

Jan Mol ler.
MOLLER:

Yes.

SI MVONS:
Senat or Chabert.
CHABERT:

No.

SI MVONS:

Secretary Don Pierson.

SECRETARY Pl ERSON:

No.
SI MVIONS:

TRy
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fails.

approve the two, and |

( Sever al

Ronni e Sl one.
SLONE:

No.

SI MMONS:

Bobby WIIlians.

W LLI AVE:

No.

SI MVONS:

St eve W ndham
W NDHAM

No.

SI MVONS:

W have two yes and 17 no.

W NDHAM

All right. So the notion to defer

Now we have a notion on the floor to

M1l er and seconded by Dr. W] son.

believe it was nmade by M. Robbie

Any further discussion on the notion to

approve these two applications?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM

Al in favor,

menbers respond "aye.")

i ndicate with an "aye."
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wel | .

MR, W NDHAM
Al opposed with a

nay.
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM

Motion carries.

Thank you, Ms. Cheng.
MS. CHENG

W need to approve HR Nu Bl u Energy as

MR, W NDHAM

The nmotion was to approve both of them
MS. CHENG

Ch, for both. Ckay.
MR, W NDHAM

To approve both of them
Al right. Please proceed.
MS. CHENG
We have 14 post-Executive O der 2018

rule applications: 20180149, Diversified Foods &

Seasonings is requesting to defer until February.

Diversified Foods is requesting to defer till February.
MR, W NDHAM
All right. |Is there a notion to all ow

for the deferral of D versified Foods?

Made by M. Slone; second by Ms. Mal one.

TRy
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Any di scussi on?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Al in favor, indicate wwth an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR W NDHAM
Al'l opposed with a "nay."

(No response.)

MR W NDHAM
Motion carries.
MS. CHENG:

There was al so a request by Exxon Mbbi
Corp to withdraw two of their applications: 20161912
and 20161913. So those are being withdrawn fromthe
agenda.
MR, W NDHAM
s there a notion to approve the
w t hdr awal ?
Made by Maj or Col eman; seconded by Dr.
W son.
Any di scussion on the w thdrawal ?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Al in favor, indicate wwth an "aye."

(Several menbers respond "aye.")
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MR, W NDHAM
Al opposed with a

nay.
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Motion carries.
MS. CHENG
Ckay. W have 20170552, Bancroft Bag,
| ncorporated in Quachita Parish; 20170154 Chal nette
Refining, LLCin St. Bernard Parish; 20161911 Exxon
Mobi | Corporation in East Baton Rouge Parish; 20161914
Exxon Mobil Corporation in East Baton Rouge Parish; and
20161915 Exxon Mobil Corporation in West Baton Rouge
Parish; 20180413, G aham Packi ng Conpany, LP in East
Bat on Rouge Parish; 20170155, PBF Logistics, LPin St.
Bernard Parish; 20170377, Pala Interstate LLCin
Li vi ngston Parish; 20161917 Peppers Unlimted of
Louisiana, Inc. in St. Martin Parish; 20180378, Shel
Chem cal LP in Ascension Parish; and 20170378,
St evendal e Road, LLC in Livingston Pari sh.
MR, W NDHAM
Al right. Thank you, M. Cheng.
All right. W have a nunber of cards
related to the Exxon Mbile applications. So with that,
|'mgoing to invite -- sone of themdon't indicate

whet her or not they're for or against, so |l amgoing to
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invite the ones that say against first. So what |I'm
going to dois I'mgoing to call out the person, and
then 1'mgoing to call out the person to be on deck as a
basebal | term

So, first, we have Kirk Geen that would
like to discuss the Exxon project, and on deck we wl|
have Donald Victorian. So these individuals could cone
forward, identify thenselves and tell us your thoughts.

Pl ease step forward.

MR. GREEN:
Kirk G een.
MR, W NDHAM

Two to three mnutes, please. Keep it
concise. Don't repeat what was said before, not that
anyt hi ng has been said in your case.

MR, GREEN:

Yes, sir. Thank you to the Board. M
name is Kirk Geen. First of all, I'"ma parent of an
EBR student. My daughter attends Baton Rouge Magnet
Hi gh School. |'ma teacher, a history teacher in the
EBR school system |'malso a honmeowner and a taxpayer
for East Baton Rouge.

First, 1'd like to bring alittle bit of
history into the context. If we renenber, we did have a

prior system of government called the Articles of
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Conf ederation. Under the Articles of Confederation,
there was a conplete failure of the governnent, thanks
to things like Shay's Rebellion. Shay's Rebellion was
an upheaval of the farners when the tax burden was
shifted conpletely upon them so nuch so that they were
able to take away their farns, and that lead to the
downfall of the Articles of Confederation and the
constitution that we have.

In the light of that, Benjamn Franklin
wote to Robert Mrris, "The failure of our people in
payi ng taxes is highly blaneable. The unw llingness to
pay themis still nore so. | see in sone resolutions of
t own neetings, a petition against giving congress power
to take, as they call it, the people's noney out of
their pockets. They seemto mistake the point. Al
property seens to be taxable for public good. He that
does not like civil society on these ternms, let him
retire and |ive anong the savages. He can have no right
to the benefits of society who will not pay the support
of it."

So that we are clear on sone of the
nunbers, the quarterly profit for Exxon in the first
quarter, 4.7-billion; second quarter, 4-billion; third
quarter, 6.2-billion -- excuse me -- .24-billion. That

Is just profit enriching sharehol ders and board nenbers.
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The CEO of this board -- excuse ne -- of the conpany is
maki ng $14-mllion. The deficit for our EBR schools is
$16-mllion. That's the noney we need to teach our
children. Now, he gets one year as nuch as we have as a
deficit for our entire year. W're talking a | ot of
nmoney. | don't nake near that.

Now, your vote today is going to tell us
whet her Loui siana wll put children first or conpany
profits first. Qur children's right to a good education
and the prom sed social nobility of the Anmerican dream
Is inportant and at stake in some of the these decisions
you are maki ng.

W have, as Dr. King said, a pronmssory
note. It is for all of us. It is not for the benefit
of the few, for the rich, for the white, for the bl ack,
for the Republican, for the Denocrat.

MR, W NDHAM
You have one mnute |eft.
MR, GREEN.:

Thank you, sir.

So Benjam n Franklin and our Foundi ng
Fat hers gave us a governnent of the people, by the
peopl e and for the people, not for the sharehol ders by
the corporations and for profit. W sinply ask that

equi t abl e support of a society that benefits so heavily

Baton Rouge, LA

225.752.7308 FAX
COURT REPORTING & LITIGATION SERVICES

: New Orleans, LA
www.torresreporting.com

& TorRES REPORTING & ASSOCIATES, inc. 225.751.0732

504.392.4791
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free 504.392.4852 FAX



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O A W N P

N N NN NN PP P P PR PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P O

December 14, 2018

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Page 88

fromthis society.
Thank you, sir.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you.
Donal d Vi ctori an.
MR. VI CTORI AN:

Thank you. My nane is Donald Victorian,
and | live at 8545 Hooper Road here in Baton Rouge. |I'm
aretired petroleumchem st with 35 years of experience.

These exenptions are inappropriate
because tax exenptions don't seemto be, in nmy opinion,
the proper incentive for a conpany to |ocate or not
| ocate -- not locate in a particular area.

My wife worked as an educator in East
Bat on Rouge schools in excess of 11 years. She worked
in the alternative school system Her disappointnment in
t he proper funding of necessary resources of those
school s hel ped to influence her decision to nove to
Wal lis, Texas school system

It's ny belief that the approval of
t hese tax exenptions will continue to drive qualified
educators away from East Baton Rouge Parish in search of
better opportunities.

Therefore, the proper funding of East

Bat on Rouge schools is nore inportant than the proper
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devel opnent and -- |I'msorry -- proper enbellishnent of
corporate profits.

Thank you.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you.

Dr. Tia MIls. Please step forward.
It's not indicated for or against.

And on deck we have Kathryn Gigshy.

Pl ease step forward and identify yoursel ves.
DR, MLLS:

Good nmorning. My nane is Tia MIls. |
am Presi dent of the East Baton Rouge Parish Association
of Educators, and |I'malso a public school teacher in
East Baton Rouge Parish School System This has been an
I ssue that | have been fighting for quite sone tinme, and
the only thing that | can | ook at when |'ve been in the
process of noving through this entire journey is the
fact that the students that | serve deserve so nuch
better than what they have.

|*"mnot in favor of giving away doll ars
that could be used to best serve our students. |'m
currently at a school that is an alternative systemfor
el ement ary-aged children, and the school that |I'm at,
the building that | currently work in, it's been on the

condemmed list for years. |'ve never, since |'ve served
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In the school system obtained a salary increase. |'ve
been working for the school systemfor alnost 10 years.

There are a nunber of things that ny
students don't get conpared to other schools. The
entire district as a whole, we have Iimted resources.
W don't have a lot of technology in our building, and
to think that this is what | have -- | have to go above
and beyond. So many of our enpl oyees give out of their
own pockets in order to nmake sure that our children
obtain an education that's conducive to really |earning,
because right now --

MR, W NDHAM
Two mi nut es.
DR, MLLS:

-- right now, they're not.

|'ve been fighting this fight along with
many others. W've taken it to the court system W
need business and industry to pay their fair share to
our children. This is who it is ultimately about. Yes,
busi ness and industry, they're doing very well, but what
about then? Forget about the fact that enployees nay
not be getting their due diligence, but what about the
children? They can't fight for thenselves. So it is up
for us -- it's uptous todo so. It is upto us to do

that, and that's what we're doing because there are
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policies that are put in place on their behalf every
day, and they can do absol utely nothing about it.

| could go on and on about how I'ma
t axpayer and how | have honeownership right here in this
city. Yes, | do pay property taxes, and if I'mwlling
to put the investnent of the children into play know ng
that it's a good one, businesses and industry need to
see it as the sane thing too.

MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, Ms. MIIs.
Next we have Ms. Kathryn Gigsby, and

D anne Hanley is on deck.

MS. GRI GSBY:
Good nor ni ng.
MR, W NDHAM
Pl ease identify yourself.
M5. GRI GSBY:
| am M nane is Kathryn Gigsby. [|'m

alifetinme resident of East Baton Rouge Parish, and |
began ny personal professional career as a teacher in
East Bat on Rouge Parish School System | conme froma
famly of educators. M grandparents, ny nother. M
nom actual ly was eight hours of short of a Ph.D. And
once we needed, when | was in high school, a plunber,

and she figured out that if she were being paid what the
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pl unber was being paid for the hours that she spent
teaching children, in the classroomonly, not at hone,
she woul d have been naki ng $60,000 a year. And I'd
venture to say there's not very nmany teachers -- and
that was over 30 years ago.

At any rate, what | want you-all to
t hi nk about and consider is that these dollars, you
t each, you educate, you touch the future. Al of these
busi ness and i ndustries are conplai ning about not having
educat ed workforce, and if you want an educated
wor kf orce, you've got to pay for that. You can't just
say "Ch, let's reward these people.” This system cane
into being 80 years ago, and little has changed. And we
reward the wealthy to continue a good ol' boy's club,

and we can't afford that. Wen you have a state that is

w Il fully ignorant and beni gn negl ect, when you all ow
things like this to continue, you' ve got to think about
our future, and these conpani es want educated peopl e.
They want people who can read; they want people who can
do math. And we need this noney in East Baton Rouge
Parish in our school system You would be appalled at
t he schools' --
MR W NDHAM
Two m nutes.
M. GRI GSBY:
Baton Rouge, LA
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i n East Baton Rouge Pari sh.

years.

-- condition, if you want to wal k

falling off.

t hrough them and see where there's ceiling tiles

We used to have a fine education system

It's not just East Baton Rouge Pari sh.

M5. HANLEY:

| am Di anne Hanley. |

Bat on Rouge Pari sh.

You have an opportunity
today to ensure that that process begins again. And

[t's our entire

state. MIllions and billions of dollars are flying out
t he door.
Thank you.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, Ms. Gigsby.
Ms. Hanley, step forward and identify
yoursel f.

|ive here in East

The Exxon exenptions are inappropriate

be in the best interest of this state.

because they do not neet the standards that they should
The rul es have

been tweaked and tweaked, and | followed it for over two

| watched how the rul es have been tweaked and

tweaked to be so vague and broad that the applications
that are before you follow a new interpretation that |

do not believe are true to the intent of full-tinme

TRy
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equi val ent jobs. There aren't enough full-term
equi val ent jobs created to warrant the anount of noney
bei ng foregone, given away, especially from schools.

This is inportant to ne because all ny
children are teachers. They live here, two of them
They work in a different parish because of the salaries.
One of them has noved away. That's why it's inportant
to me. W need better salaries to attract and keep good
t eachers.

| f you approve this exenption, that wll
not bring my children here to work. You are taking,
one, noney away fromteachers and giving it to Exxon.
Exxon does not need it to stay here, but ny children
need it to stay here. |'masking you not to do that
because it is against -- not to do that, not to give the
exenption because it is against the interest of ny
children and the interest of this state.

Finally, Exxon is saying that they need
an incentive to do sonething that they did a year and a
half ago. That is not an incentive. They finished the
construction project 18 nonths ago. W' re not saying we
bl ame themfor doing that. You gave them perm ssion.
Ei ght-two years of this programgives themperm ssion to
go do sonething and then cone say, "W need noney to do

it." But nobody on this Board and nobody in their right
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m nd woul d take seriously that is an incentive to give
me nmoney for sonething | have been able to do on ny own
W t hout you.

Thank you very nuch.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, Ms. Hanl ey.

In the interest of other applicants
ot her than the Exxons, we have been requested to
consi der those that don't have public coment, so those
include -- Ms. Cheng, if you'll read off the just the

names real quick

MS. CHENG

Excl udi ng Exxon?
MR, W NDHAM

Excl udi ng Exxon.
MS. CHENG

the locals after y'all give prelimnary approval.
MR, W NDHAM
Al right.
MS. CHENG
2017 --
MR, W NDHAM

And | just want to note, these all go to

N
(63

You don't have to read the nunber, just

t he nanes.

Baton Rouge, LA

225.752.7308 FAX
COURT REPORTING & LITIGATION SERVICES

: New Orleans, LA
www.torresreporting.com

& TorRES REPORTING & ASSOCIATES, inc. 225.751.0732

504.392.4791
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free 504.392.4852 FAX



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O A W N P

N N NN NN PP P P PR PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P O

December 14, 2018

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Page 96

MS. CHENG
Bancroft Bag, Inc., Calunmet Refining,
LLC, Graham Packagi ng Conpany, LP, PBF Logistics, LP,
Pala Interstate, LLP, Peppers Unlimted of Louisiana,
Inc., Shell Chem cal LP and Stevendal e Road, LLC
MR, W NDHAM
All right. Are there any coments from
t he public concerning any of those applications?
Yes, please step forward, identify

yourself. Only those, not Exxon.

MS. PRANJI C.
Vell, first of all, I'"'mgoing to kind of
address generally all of the applications.
MR, W NDHAM
| dentify yourself.
MS. PRANIJI C.
And ny nane is Jessica Pranjic. |'mthe

Manager of Communi cations and Wrkforce Devel opment with
the Greater Baton Rouge Industry Alliance, and on behalf
of our 60-plus industrial nmenber facilities in the
greater Baton Rouge area, we would just like to urge the
Commerce and Industry Board to approve all of the | TEP
applications on the agenda today, of course, assum ng
that they neet your criteria. And we believe that

shoul d the Conmerce and Industry Board not approve these

Baton Rouge, LA

225.752.7308 FAX
COURT REPORTING & LITIGATION SERVICES

: New Orleans, LA
www.torresreporting.com

& TorRES REPORTING & ASSOCIATES, inc. 225.751.0732

504.392.4791
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free 504.392.4852 FAX



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O A W N P

N N NN NN PP P P PR PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P O

December 14, 2018

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Page 97

exenptions, it is going to send a strong signal to those
interested in investing in Louisiana that the |aws
witten as they are cannot be counted on and the
instability caused woul d make instant news that would
travel literally around the globe with the signal that
Loui siana is too unpredictable for business.

In our role at GBRIA, we work closely
w th hundreds of contracting conpanies wthin our region
hel pi ng them navi gate and understand the safety and
skilled requirenents needed to construct, operate and
mai ntain these technol ogically sophisticated plants. W
also interact with high schools, trade schools and
uni versities so that they understand the specific skills
needed to prepare the industrial workforce, and we
interact with many nonprofits who seek donations and
grants hel ping to nake the necessary connections in
order to find funding for their causes.

Al'l of these groups enploy people and
benefit fromthe industrial manufacturers being | ocated
in this region, especially Exxon Mbil, which is the
| argest of these. Exxon Mbil has been a steadfast
supporter of many activities and organi zations that
provide a positive affect on our comunity, not only
nonetarily, but also in a way that lifts the spirit of

t he peopl e here.
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From the products people buy in grocery
stores to the volunteers hel ping kids and teachers at
school s or building homes for the needy and to the many
busi ness owners who sell product to industry, the
positive effects we see are unm stakable. |ndustry
al ready pays for two-thirds of all of the property taxes
paid in the Capital Region and at a higher percentage in
other parts of the state.

| n addi tion, business and industry pays
for half of all property taxes paid in the state. To
say that industry should pay nore property taxes is |like
sayi ng that honeowners should give up their Honestead
Exenption. Qur state's |laws are set; the personal
property and | TEP rules are set, so it's tinme for us to

approve these application and just |let the system work

and let the results continue to build in our
comruni ti es.
So thank you for your tine.
VR, W NDHAM
Thank you.
Are there any questions by any of the
Board nenbers?
Senat or Thonpson.
MR. THOVPSON:
You wasn't suggesting -- you were going
Baton Rouge, LA
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pretty fast there. You' re not suggesting we do away

W th Honestead Exenption because --

MS. PRANJI C.
No.

MR, THOVPSON:
Ma' anf

M5. PRANJI C.
' m not.

MR, THOMPSON:

Okay. Because it would change ny
opi ni on of Exxon and everybody el se. You get ny drift?

Thank you.

VR, W NDHAM

Thank you, Senator.

All right. Are there any further
coments fromthe public concerning the ones that are
not Exxon that were previously nentioned?

(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM

|s there a notion to approve, other than
Exxon?

Made by M. Ml ler; seconded by
M. Slone.

Al'l in favor, indicate with an "aye."

(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
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MR, W NDHAM
Al opposed with a

nay.
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Motion carries.
Al right. W are going to go back to
Exxon.
Next we have M. Edgar Cage, and on deck
Angel a Reans- Br own.

Again, just to rem nd everyone, if it's

al ready been said -- | know, M. Cage has used the
"ditto" statement before. |In the interest of time --
MR, CAGE:
| wll try to appropriate this tine.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you.
MR CACE:
My nane is Edgar Cage. I'mwth
Toget her Bat on Rouge and Toget her Louisiana. |'ve been

a frequent visitor to this Board of Commerce and
| ndustry, to this Capital and to this room | just want
to tell you about the four exenptions that you have
bef ore you from Exxon Mobi |
For over 83 years we have been giving

away mllions of dollars to multibillion-dollar
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I nternational conpani es by approving ad val oremt ax
exenptions. The rich have gotten richer, when,
unfortunately, the poor have gotten poorer, and renain
the sane. Wen | | ook around ny comunity, | see bad
roads, failing schools, underpaid policenen and access
I ssues to healthy food and health care. These are just
some of the critical issues that need to be addressed.

Recently, in the last election, |
supported two tax nmeasures to begin to address road
I ssues and nental health availability. W have been
rubber - stanmpi ng these | TEP exenptions wthout criteria
and standards. |If we had neaningful, fair and bal anced
criteria and standards, the tax neasures that | just
voted on may not have even been necessary. W could
have had enough and sufficient funds to do what needs to
be done in our comunity.

And | would like to commend our East
Bat on Rouge Metro Council and other taxing entities
across the state that have established those fair and
bal anced criteria and standards and are not just
r ubber - st anpi ng.

These exenptions that you are
considering today will not affect the decision on
whet her the projects wll cone. They are here and

operating, and they did not need your approval or our

Baton Rouge, LA

225.752.7308 FAX
COURT REPORTING & LITIGATION SERVICES

: New Orleans, LA
www.torresreporting.com

& TorRES REPORTING & ASSOCIATES, inc. 225.751.0732

504.392.4791
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free 504.392.4852 FAX



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O A W N P

N N NN NN PP P P PR PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P O

December 14, 2018

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Page 102

approval for the exenption. Because they did not need
them and the projects are conplete, we should not give
It to them Let's start today not to stop
rubber - stanpi ng these exenptions and serve all citizens,
not just big business. Please deny these exenptions.

Thank you.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, M. Cage.

Ms. Angel a Reans-Brown, and on deck we
have Robi n Moul der.

Pl ease identify yourself.

M5. BROWN:

Good norning. |'m Angel a Reans- Brown.
|'ma retired educator fromthe East Baton Rouge Parish
School Systemw th 33 and a half years. |'mthe proud
not her of a son that just turned 35 this week, and he's
a graduate of the East Baton Rouge Parish School System
but currently resides in the State of Texas. And |'m
the President of the East Baton Rouge Federation of
Teachers.

As | sat here and |istened ny
col  eagues, | decided to approach ny nessage from a
different point of view, that of a storyteller and a
teacher. Al of the facts have been |laid out about the

consequences of your actions and how your deci sion today
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w il affect the citizens of this great State of
Louisiana. | would like to appear to a different part
of your body, your heart.

Oten while watching TV we'l |l see
comercials that either warmour hearts or nmake us cry.
It all depends on what we see and what we hear. |I'm
asking each of you to take a mnute to visualize a
classroom a classroomwith a teacher who is fatigued
fromworking an extra job to nmake ends neet the night
before. Envision the classroom | acking the nost
I nnovative technology that will assist our students in
| earning. |nmagine the parent who is unable to assist
her child with their homework and can't afford to hire a
tutor, but could and woul d benefit froman after school
extended day program Envision the citizens of this
great state paying additional taxes to support their
| ocal schools, even after their children have graduated
and noved away fromthe State of Louisiana. Envision
t he teachers who do becone nationally board certified

and earn advanced degrees noving away fromtheir

nei ghboring schools to a state so that they can afford
to care for their children and their fam/li es.
VR, W NDHAM
Two m nut es.
MS. BROWN:
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Now i magi ne that teacher is you.
| magi ne that parent is you. Inagine that student is
your child, and inagine the taxpaying citizen as
yourself. Make a decision today that will warm your
heart and not nmake it cry. Vote no on these
applications, because these applications will not create
any additional jobs and they have al ready been
conpl et ed.

Thank you, | adies and gentlenen, and
Merry Chri st nas.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, Ms. Reans. You too.

M. Moul der, and on deck we have
Al exandra d ark.

MR, MOULDER:

My name is Robin Moulder. | ama
homeowner in East Baton Rouge Parish. These exenptions
and those this Board has passed in the past have and
w Il require honmeowners and all other classes of
busi ness, commercial, office space, apartnent,
residential, all other kinds of businesses, to pay nore
property tax so that we can all have the same |evel of
governnent services we have today, that's sheriff,
school s and the netro.

W all pay nore so that we can exenpt
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Exxon from paying its share of the property tax. Wy?
Wiy are we doing that? Wy are we giving Exxon and
other large industrial firnms an exenption to the taxes
we all pay, you pay? W hope they'll provide nore jobs.
W don't require proof. W don't have any idea what
they really did. W are just taking it on faith that
they are going to have nore jobs because we gave them
their exenption to our taxes.

An ex-Metro Council menber at the Baton
Rouge Metro Council -- I'mgoing to paraphrase him [|'m
sure I'mnot quoting himexactly -- said that that is
i ke shooting of case of shotgun shells straight up in
the air and calling it duck hunting. In this particular
case, two years after they did the work, the flock of
ducks is already on the other side of the hill before
they started shooting. You're wasting amunition, ny
tax noney.

MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, M. Moul der.
Al exandra C ark, please step forward,

identify yourself. On deck we have Val encia Johnson, |

bel i eve. Val enci a.
AUDI ENCE MEMBER
Val encia had to go.
MR, W NDHAM
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Ch, okay. Thank you.

On deck then we have Joyce WIIians.
AUDI ENCE MEMBER

She did too.
MR, W NDHAM

She had to | eave.

Al'l right. Getchen Lanpe.

MS. LAMPE:

That's ne.
MR, W NDHAM

You' re on deck, Ms. Lanpe.
M5. CLARK:

Good norning. My nane is Al exandra
Clark, and |'ma school psychol ogist in the EBR School
System

As a school psychol ogist, ny main job
responsibility is to evaluate students for special
education eligibility. During the 2010-2011 school
year, ny first year with EBR, ny had close to 20
psychol ogi sts. Now we are down to just 11, and two are
set to retire this school year. That's currently 11
school psychol ogi sts for 80-something schools once you
include the private and charter schools that we have to
serve.

Due to our | ack of funds, when a
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psychol ogi st | eaves or retires, they are not repl aced,
just as wth many other positions in the school system
Wien one | eaves, they just double our workload, which
adds nore stress on us, and, yet, our pay renains the
same. Lack of funds al so neans | ess teachers enpl oyed,
whi ch makes it harder to get the paperwork | need as
part of the special education evaluation. And nay | add
that all of that information is nandated by the federal
governnent, so | have to have it fromthe teachers as
part of the reports. Due to understaffing, teachers
don't have planning periods or free tine to conplete the
requi red paperwork.

The funding issue is so bad that ny
departnent, Pupil Appraisal, is rationing out paper to
us knowi ng that our job is paper based. Sonetinmes we
can do a report on a student that's over 30 pages |ong.
So just imagi ne each of us probably eval uates at | east
50 kids a year. There's like 60 to 70 of us altogether,
so that's a lot of reports and that's a | ot of paper,
and they're rationing paper out to us for a paper-based
job. That's howbad it is. That's how nmuch noney we
need. Wthout paper, | can't print the reports that are
required to give a student the services they qualify
for, which is both unethical and illegal.

Keep in mnd that Louisiana is Nunber 1

Baton Rouge, LA

225.752.7308 FAX
COURT REPORTING & LITIGATION SERVICES

: New Orleans, LA
www.torresreporting.com

& TorRES REPORTING & ASSOCIATES, inc. 225.751.0732

504.392.4791
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free 504.392.4852 FAX



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O A W N P

N N NN NN PP P P PR PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P O

December 14, 2018
LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Page 108

to Nunber 2 in nost resources. W are the richest
state, but, yet, we have the poorest schools, the
poorest school systens. W're at the bottom of the
barrel with reading, math, quality of life and
everything el se, but we have all of these resources at
our disposal, but we don't access it because you keep

giving this noney away.

MR W NDHAM
Two m nut es.
MS. CLARK:

Basi cal |y approving exenptions |eads to
no noney for the school system which |eads to not
enough supplies or enployees, and our children's
education and future will suffer. These children are
supposed to be our future and our future | awers,
doctors, engineers and future process operators in the
plant. |If you don't stop these exenptions, we wll all
soon regret it.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, ma'am

Ms. Lanpe, and | believe on deck we have
Jean Coco.

Pl ease identify yourself.

M5. LAMPE:
H. |'mGetchen Lanpe. |'m enployed
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by the Loui siana Association of Educators. | represent
t he education enpl oyees in EBR

Just an aside comment before | make ny
regul ar ones, the person who spoke before about how nuch
property tax the corporations of Louisiana are paying,
that they pay over half of the property taxes. |If
you-al |l happen to have the chance to |look at the ITEP
video that was done by Together Baton Rouge about why
Loui siana remains in poverty, it may be because our
corporations property and the reason they're paying half
the property taxes is when your property is worth
$3.1-billion, that's a whole |l ot nore than that person
who's getting a Homestead Exenption for their $115, 000
home. Not only that, between 67 percent to 95 percent
of that property is exenpted at this point, and they are
not paying taxes on it.

You' ve heard of the phrase that it wll
be a great day when schools are funded and the Air Force
has to have a bake sale to buy airplanes. The enpl oyees
that | work with every day are trying to nmake sure that
students have a great public school education. Qur
econom ¢ devel opnent job is to prepare students for
future jobs that we are creating today and don't know
what they're going to look like. It takes resources to

have great public schools.
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every ot her school

only one,

| egi slature for doing that,

and that's every school

opportunity to speak to you today,

In the | ast 10 years,

in. Because of the starvation of our school

this year.

MR W NDHAM
Two m nut es.
MS. LAMPE:

di me of increase in per-pupi

EBR, just |ike
systemin Louisiana, has had one,
funding fromthe
M ni mrum Foundati on Program Now, that's on the

but you have approved 47 tax
exenptions, which neans that |ocal revenue that we need

to educate these students for future jobs is not com ng

syst ens,

systemin this state that's

being starved, we're facing a $23-nmillion deficit in EBR

You're now preparing to grant a tax

and were actually we're acquiring capital

incentive for projects that were conpleted in the past
equi pnent ,
which is the cost of doing business if you own a

conpany.

"1l be now | ooking for a day when |

don't have to cone and beg you to deny tax exenptions

that we believe don't neet the | TEP requirenents.

Thank you so very nuch for giving ne an

real good holi day.

and you-all have a

TRy
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It.

PTA.

all of my opposition cards,

Rouge.

the kids that needed nore help,

VR, W NDHAM
Thank you, Ms. Lanpe.
Jean Coco. And then

support of.

M5, COCO

and then we'l|

believe that is

have the in

Good norning. M nane is Jean Coco.

| also teach witing at LSU.

|'mal so a product of public schools,

So | thank you for letting nme speak today.

|''mrepresenting the League of Winen Voters of Baton
['mfroma famly
that has lived in this state for six generations, and

K t hrough col | ege.

appreci ate

So | have a little story to tell. |

| eft Louisiana in 1999 wth ny spouse,

only six students, whereas next door,

students, had classroons of 30. Actually,

attention, a |ower teacher-student ratio,

a native of

W sconsin, for academcs. So we had a good job offer in
Rochester, New York. So ny daughter was a ki ndergartner
at Buchanan El enentary, where | was very active in the
She happened to be in a gifted program and | felt
terribly guilty about the fact that my gifted child --
all of the kids there were gifted -- was in class with

t he regul ar

t hose were

nore one-on-one
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student-teacher ratio. So off we went to New York,
where | have to say ny kids, for 10 years, had an
amazi ng educati on because class sizes were capped at 20.
The property taxes | paid year to year were the property
taxes | paid in a nonth in New York, where teachers had
master degrees after five years and were paid very well.
And | had a kid with sonme |earning issues, and she was
serviced just extraordinarily well. Then we noved to
North Carolina, where we also had a fine education.

So then we cane back to Loui siana about
18 years | ater because we kind of wanted to come back
and do sonething good for our state. M husband got a
job at LSU. He's Dean of Library at LSU, and |I'mstill

teachi ng there.

MR W NDHAM
Two m nut es.
MS. COCO

And | was shocked to see all of the
volunteers we have in the state for Teach for Anerica,
City Year, Ameri Corps, that cone from states that
educate these kid well, and then they cone in here and
do charity work for us because we're really not paying
our way because we give so many tax breaks to big
conpani es that aren't going to go anywhere el se because

we have the M ssissippi and the Gulf and they' ve al ready
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got stuff going on here. So it really nakes ne sad that
nothing's really changed here, and | watch poor kids get
poor education and have no alternatives.

| registered people to vote at the CATS
bus station and watched people wait two hours for a bus
to get to ajob interview It's enbarrassing. Wen are
we going to step up and not be 48, 49, 50 in education?
W have a nultimllion, billion dollar conpany all over
this river, all over this state taking our resources.
And then, yes, of course you would go to Texas to teach
or to New York where a teacher woul d nake $90, 000 a
year.

VR, W NDHAM

Al right. Start wapping it up,
pl ease.

MS. COCO

Thank you.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you.

All right. |s there anyone else on the
opposition side that has not filled out a card that
woul d |like to address the Board?

(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM

All right. Not seeing anyone, we wl|
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go with the ones in support of the projects. | guess
we'll start off with Stephanie Cargile, and on deck
we' Il have Chris Barker.

Pl ease step forward and identify
yourself. And, again, limt your comments to two to
three m nutes, three mnutes, and don't repeat what has
been said previously if possible.

MS. CARG LE:
H. This is Stephanie Cargile with

Exxon Mobil in Baton Rouge, and | am al so a Baton Rouge
native, |like many of the speakers that you've heard
t oday.

| think the first thing | want to say,
because ny job is the Public Affairs Manager here in
Bat on Rouge, is that we |ove teachers, and the majority
of the community investnents that we nmake in the Baton
Rouge area is to education to support our teachers. In
fact, last night we were honored at the school board for
being the | argest corporate donor of the East Baton
Rouge Parish School System and that's a conmtnent we
take seriously, to support education in the comunity,
and we'll continue to do so. So that is reality. It's
not sonething we have to imagine. |t's happening right
now, and it will continue to happen.

In particular, the three applications
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before you, two are in East Baton Rouge Parish and one
is for our facility in Port Allen, and we have our plant
managenent here that can give you nore information about
t hose specific projects that were involved. W can
provide you with the details of the investnent that was
made.

As it's been pointed out by sone of the
speakers, the investnent was nmade in 2017. However, in
an industry like ours, we don't just build a unit in one
year and say that we're done. A |lot of the investnent
on these three sites that we chose as a conpany to go
forward with were to pave the way for future investnent,
and our plant manager is here can speak to you about
that. So they were strategic; they were conpetitive.

| want to al so point out that our
conpany, we cannot take it for granted that they're
going to continue to invest in Baton Rouge. That is
msinformation. W're a global company. As you guys
have heard, we're investing right now $20-billion in the

@l f Coast, so that's a great opportunity for Louisiana.

It's also a great opportunity for Texas. And that
i nvest nent - -
VR, W NDHAM
Two m nut es.
MS. CARG LE:
Baton Rouge, LA
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rul es,

-- it's conpetitive. So we have to use

prograns like ITEP to bring that investnent here.

The nost inportant thing | ask of you

today is to be predictable for us. |f you choose one

conpany to single out, our conpany has foll owed the

and li ke the folks that are here today, they're

choosi ng one conpany to target. There have been many
applications that you guys have approved with no

conmrents, no questions that had 2017 investnments, and
t hese fol ks have not singled out. And we just ask for

predictability and for fairness going forward.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, Ms. Cargile.

Senat or Chabert may have a questi on.
MR. CHABERT:

Yes. M. Cargile, you're a

representative of Exxon, how nmuch did y'all pay in

property taxes |ast year?

M5. CARA LE:
W're the largest property taxpayer in

East Baton Rouge.

MR. CHABERT:

You're the |largest property taxpayer in

East Baton Rouge Pari sh.

MS. CARG LE:

TRy

Baton Rouge, LA

TorRES REPORTING & ASSOCIATES, inc. 225.751.0732

225.752.7308 FAX
COURT REPORTING & LITIGATION SERVICES

: New Orleans, LA
www.torresreporting.com

504.392.4791
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free 504.392.4852 FAX


http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O A W N P

N N NN NN PP P P PR PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P O

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

December 14, 2018
Page 117

And the state.

All right. Just listen. It's a holistic --
| ook at things froma holistic view Ckay?

choose not to, but you have to. Al right?

it's wong and | think we need to change it.

MR. CHABERT:

And the state.
M5. CARG LE:

W pay around 32 to 33-mllion annually.
VMR, CHABERT:

| just wanted to -- it's inportant to

get all of the information out there. Nunbers are

nunbers; math is math; one plus one equals two. Period.

If they're the |argest taxpayer in the state, they're
the | argest taxpayer in the state.
AUDI ENCE MEMBERS:
How often do they get exenptions? That
cancels it out.
MR, W NDHAM
Ma' am
MR. CHABERT:
All right. | think it's very inportant,

and | don't want y'all to get all riled out about that.

The State of Louisiana generates the

majority of its tax revenue on two things, and | think

you have to

You can

So as nuch
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passion as we have for this, we need to really work on a
constitutional convention. That's ny plug to y'all.
Because that's where a lot of the problens in our state
lie. And I'mtelling -- look, Ms. Cargile probably
doesn't want that, and a | ot of businesses out there
don't want that, but we have an inherently broken tax
systemthat begins there. Al right?

So | woul d encourage you-all to channel
this energy and work with your |egislators and your
| ocal governnents and civic organizations to really work
on a broken constitution, particularly in the area of
our tax code. W do have the | owest property tax in the
state. W have the |owest gas tax in the state. The
result of that, you have to wi nd up having one of the
hi ghest sales taxes in the state.

W have, you know, the -- 75 percent of
our revenue in cones fromsales and incone, and that
hits every working person in the State of Louisiana, ne,
you, her, him them everybody. And we need to
fundanentally change that. So quite often we pick a
target like the largest corporation in the world and
say, "You're the bad guy." So | think we really need to
just take a nore holistic view of all of this and not
di sincentivize it and di scourage corporate investnent

into Baton Rouge. You know, they face infrastructural
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challenges in our state on a daily basis because we
don't have any noney as legislators to appropriate it
properly because we don't collect enough because we have
the | owest gas tax in the doggone country.

Phillip Devillier hates it when | say
t hat .

DR S. WLSON

Secretary Wlson |ikes when you say
t hat .

MR. CHABERT:

But it's true.

Traffic in East Baton Rouge backs up
every day. Wy? Because we don't have noney to pour
anot her bridge? Wy? Because we don't collect enough
infrastructure tax to inprove it. Exxon hates that,
so. ..

MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, Senator Chabert.
MR. CHABERT:
So we all need to work on this together.
VR, W NDHAM
Thank you, Senator.
M. Mller.
MR M LLER
Yes, ma'am | have -- actually | have a

Baton Rouge, LA

TorRES REPORTING & ASSOCIATES, inc. 225.751.0732

225.752.7308 FAX
COURT REPORTING & LITIGATION SERVICES

: New Orleans, LA
www.torresreporting.com

504.392.4791
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free 504.392.4852 FAX



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O A W N P

N N NN NN PP P P PR PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P O

December 14, 2018

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Page 120

questi

act ual

rul es.

about

unti |

| ot of thoughts, but | just want to ask you a few

ons.

You nentioned that this project has

been -- several people have nentioned that this project
has been finished. Wen was the decision or

approxi mately when was the decision nade by Exxon to

ly invest that noney in East Baton Rouge Parish?
MS. CARG LE:
That's a great question.

So for these projects, the decision was

made way back in 2014 or 2015.

MR M LLER:
That's what | figured.
MS. CARd LE:

So they were nade under the old ITEP

In fact, the advanced application was fil ed back

in 2016. W waited unit the new rul es were promnul gat ed.

And there was a | ot of discussion

earlier on another agenda item about conmunicating with
the public, and that's one thing that our conpany
bel i eves very strongly in. W went and even talked to

nei ghbors, elected officials and the mayor's office

t hese applications, and they asked us to wait
the new rules were pronul gated to nove forward.
MR. MLLER:

Baton Rouge, LA
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under st

"14 thr

and wt

said, |

of that

nor e of

| just want to make sure that everyone

ood, Exxon doesn't nmake -- |ike nost people,

don't make decisions to invest in '"16 to build in '16.

It's usually way before that.

Secondly, during that tinmefrane, from
ough today, how many projects has Exxon, roughly,

hin your group, how many projects has Exxon

deci ded to do el sewhere?

M5. CARG LE:

So | think anyone can | ook at the nedia

and see the investment that has been made recently in

the state next to ours, in Texas. There is, like |

t is about $20-billion worth of investnent at our

hands and an opportunity. | don't have an exact nunber

20-billion how nmuch is going to Texas, but

there's a lot, but the good news is we want to bring

it here.

We have a project right nowthat is

under gate review today, and we are hoping to get that

project. You guys actually approved the ITEP for the
eventually nearly a billion-dollar polypropyl ene project
here. So we want to get sone of that investnment. |[If we

can, we can grow the anmount of property taxes that we

pay for the long-term

MR. M LLER

TRy
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t hat .

stay on the tax rolls for 30 years.

assets go out of service,

to Texas,

Exxon.

mar ket forces,

Rouge,

all of way down that road.
Sonme of them are not there.

its place.

Ri ght.
M5. CARG LE:

Qur assets at the refinery,

payi ng taxes on them

MR. M LLER

they are still

for exanple,
Even when t hose

we're still

Ckay. So if I'mnot mstaken, there was

and no mater what Exxon says,

a $10-billion project that Exxon took to Texas we barely
got to | ook at because we were in the mddle of our
rules evaluation. | think it was 1,200 jobs that went
have to

bel i eve that our uncertainty had sonething to do with

Just for -- this isn't necessarily about

| f anybody thinks that the nmarkets trends,

they're not -- and the river's there.

i ncluding I TEP, don't have an inpact or
|f you go down --

anybody here drives down Qulf States Road in Baton

when | was a kid, because | grew up right off of

Foster Road where that gentleman |ives,
wor ked at the end of Gulf States Road,

So things can nmake them | eave.

and ny dad
there are plants
Today they're not there.

And not hing's cone back in
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| don't believe Exxon would pick up
tonmorrow and be gone, but in 15 years, instead of being
6, 500, 7,000 enpl oyees, there could be 3,000. If you
think it's hard to get tax noney out of people who are
growi ng and green and doing great, then try and get
sonmet hi ng from soneone that's | eaving.

And | have nmuch nore to say, but that's

all I'"lIl leave with today. Thank you.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, M. Mller.
M. Moller.
MR, MOLLER

| just have some questions specific to
the one on -- the refinery and the job creation totals.
Woul d you be the appropriate person to ask or is there
anybody el se?
M5. CARA LE:
|'d like for Goria Mncada, our
refinery manager, to cone up here if that's okay.
MR, MOLLER
Ckay.
M5. CARG LE:
| can hel p answer them but she's...
MR, W NDHAM

Pl ease identify yourself.
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Refinery Manager.

creation, because this says the refinery conponent would

create 18 new pernmanent | obs.

filed on the refinery in |ate 2016. That said there
were 1,283 existing jobs at the refinery, and then

anot her Advanced that was filed a year later, at the end
of the 2017, that said there were 1,272 jobs, so a net

| oss of 11 jobs. But then in your application, it said
there were 1,357 existing jobs and that 18 new ones
woul d be added. Could you just kind of clarify those

t hree nunbers for ne so | understand?

MS.  MONCADA:

d oria Moncada, Exxon Baton Rouge

MR, W NDHAM
Congrat ul ati ons.
MS. MONCADA:
Thank you.
MR, MOLLER:

|'mjust trying to understand job

MS. MONCADA:
Correct.
MR. MOLLER:

|''m | ooki ng at the Advanced Notification

MS.  MONCADA:

Yeah, absolutely. | know how it can be

TRy

Baton Rouge, LA

TorRES REPORTING & ASSOCIATES, inc. 225.751.0732

225.752.7308 FAX
COURT REPORTING & LITIGATION SERVICES

: New Orleans, LA
www.torresreporting.com

504.392.4791
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free 504.392.4852 FAX


http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O A W N P

N N NN NN PP P P PR PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P O

December 14, 2018

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Page 125

confusing. It has to do wth the tinmefrane that you're
| ooking at. So we hire throughout the year. 1In fact,
you know, we'll have years where we hire over 100
peopl e, but during the year, we'll have retirenents,
you' ve got people that nove on to different assignnments,
and so dependi ng on when you take that snapshot, you
coul d see novenment in the head count.

What you need to ook at is positions in
the refinery; right, because you'll sonetimes have a
position, but it's unfilled while you've got a
retirement waiting on that next new hire to get trained
up and put in the job. So when we count positions, we
know t hat we're increasing positions.

VMR, MOLLER:

So 1,357, the nunber that's in this

application, that is the nunber of positions at your

conpany at what point in tine?

MS. MONCADA:
| don't know that | can --
MR. MOLLER:

That's not the actual nunber of warm
bodi es working at the refinery?
MS.  MONCADA:
The 1,357 is the nunber of bodies
that -- that application has the nunber of bodies that
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were at the site at the tinme that nunmber was dr awn.

MR, MOLLER:

On 3 -- on March 30th of 20187
M5. MONCADA:

| believe so.
MS. CARG LE:

| believe so, yeah. | think so.

And, Jan, one other thing that you m ght
want to notice is when the advances were filed -- and
this is sonmething we've shared with a ot of folks --
you had a different set of rules; right? So the assets
related to the jobs at that tine were different than
when we readjusted because several of our assets did not

apply under the new rules; right?

MR MOLLER:
Ri ght.
MS. CARA LE:

So we had to renove regul atory,
environnental regulatory, anything that was in there
that did not apply. So that changed the whol e face of
your application as well. So your final application was
noved to adjust the new capital that applied under the
new rul es and the new jobs with that capital.

MR, MOLLER:
Okay. And LED is satisfied that these
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we' | |

this application,

end with positions.

just pure head count,

where it was supposed to add 18.

MS. MONCADA:
Absol utely. Right.
MS. CHENG

18 jobs are actual 18 new jobs? [I'mjust -- you
under stand ny confusion, because it |ooked |ike the

nunmber of jobs decreased year to year during the year

There are conpliance docunents that need

every year, Sso..

MS.  MONCADA:

And we use what ever basi s,

MR. MOLLER:

to be filed wwth LED once there is an active contract on

and the conpliance docunents are filed

you know,
whether if we start out by applying with positions,

|f we start out applying by
we use that sane basis so that we

don't create confusion in approving of the nunber.

So they file the conpliance docunents

after we approve this?

MS. CHENG
Correct.
MR, MOLLER:

And if there's sone problemwth the

conpliance, | nmean, if you |ook at this and say, "Wll,
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It doesn't look Iike you actually created the 18 jobs,"
what happens then?
M5. CHENG
|f conpliance isn't met, it conmes back

to the Board and it goes back to the |ocals.

MR, MOLLER:
Ckay.
MS. CARG LE:

And | et nme also add to that that you
only see two EBR applications and one Wst Baton Rouge;
right? And we haven't asked why, but the answer is that
all of our plant managers | ook at the CEA that LED asks
us to sign, and they wanted to make sure that we were
able to maintain those job growth nunbers for each

contract over the 10-year period of the abatenment. So

that was done with very diligent review by each pl ant
manager as well as our HR team because they didn't want
to sign that --

MS. MONCADA:

In fact, two of the applications, the
reason they were not sure about maintaining is because
we' re sendi ng enpl oyees to Texas for projects that are
being built there with Exxon Mbil because it's nore
attractive.

MR. MOLLER:
Baton Rouge, LA
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Thank you.
MR, W NDHAM
All right. | have on deck M. Slone
first and then Secretary Pierson.
M. Sl one.
MR, SLONE:

Sure. Thank you for sharing that
i nformation about the jobs because they can be a little
bit confusing.

| guess ny questions would be sinply can
you talk a little bit about the direct value to Baton
Rouge and the comunities that you guys have put sone
work into? Because |I know there's sone things going on
in North Baton Rouge that are near and dear to ny heart
as a young mamthat grew up in North Baton Rouge and had
relatives at Exxon Mobil, and fromwhat | can hear is
there's a corporate citizenship piece that maybe
someti nes get overl ooked in sone of these conversations.
So can you share a little bit about that?

M5. CARG LE:

Absol utely. That's what | like to talk
about the nost.

So we give about 5-mllion back to the
Bat on Rouge conmmunity al one every year. There's a

little bit nore added to that because we were actually
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able to attract $13-million that went to the Nationa
Mat h and Science Initiative. And that, by the way, goes
to schools in our surrounding school districts. A lot
of it in EBR where each school gets direct funding and
the teachers in those schools that teach AP cl asses
actually get stipends. So it's a great way to directly
support the schools and teachers involved in the
National Math and Science Initiative. So we are hoping
that we can continue to bring that NVSI funding back to
Loui si ana and back to EBR school s.

Sone of the really cool projects that |
think you're referring to that we're doing in North
Bat on Rouge, we're working right now to help the
community there start a small business resource center,
and we're hoping to get that up and running in early
2019. That's a cool partnership between Southern
Uni versity, the Chanber, LED. W brought in a whole |ot
of partners, and even gotten other conpanies in the
area, |like Coca-Cola and sone of the banks in North
Bat on Rouge to rally around with us. That will be a
busi ness i nvestnent because the business is actually
giving us an office building to operate from W wll
al so have the Baton Rouge North Econom c Devel opnent
District housed there. So that's a great way to foster

growth in small businesses in the North Baton Rouge
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ar ea.

W' re secondly expandi ng our North Baton
Rouge Industrial Training Initiative. That actually
tripled. There was a news release that went out
yesterday. And like you said, it didn't get picked up
yet by the nedia. Sonetines it's hard to get the story
out. But that program accepted 200 people in North
Bat on Rouge to go through a free fasttrack training
where they' Il get jobs in our industry. And Goria
Moncada right here nmade the commtnment to actually
direct hire the students in the mllwight program So
that's a new tract directly that will be hired by the
refinery.

So that's just an exanple of two of the
prograns that we're doing in North Baton Rouge.

MR, SLONE:

Do you have any idea of how nuch noney

does Exxon Mobil contribute to the United Way?
M5. CARG LE:

W're the |argest corporate distributor
to the United Way, so we make up about 14 percent of
their budget, and it's about 1.5-mllion each year.

MR, SLONE:
But when they distribute that noney, it

doesn't say "Exxon Mbil" on it, does it?
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MS. CARG LE:
No, it does not.
MR. SLONE:
It just says "United Way"?
M5. CARA LE:
That's right.
VR, SLONE:
Thank you.
MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, M. Sl one.

Secretary Pierson.

Pl ease let's keep the order.

SECRETARY Pl ERSON

Just a point of clarification and nmaybe
one other point I'd like to illumnate, but certainly
Advanced Notifications are estimtes and they shoul d
al ready be treated that way. They are the best
avai | abl e i nformati on when the project is envisioned,
and that's why when the application cones forward, you
have nore certainty, and certainly the Governor's
edition of the NXA, which is basically a contract of
what the conpany will provide and where and for how
|l ong. Those details are available. They're available
for the exam nation in front of these school boards and

pari sh and sheriff activities. So the idea that the
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Advanced may not have agreed with the final docunment in
the application is not surprising at all.

Just want to kind of -- one of features
of the Industrial Tax Exenption Programis it also
recogni zes the permanent jobs that are created as part
of the project. That may or may not be a full-tine
Exxon enpl oyee, but represent a significant enploynent
in the region. So while we see maybe 1,270, 80 jobs
that are Exxon at the refinery, what figure do you think
of when you think of your total enploynent there?

V5. MONCADA:

The nunber of people that cross through
our gate every day at the refinery alone is over 3,000
people. For all of the Exxon Mbil facilities in Baton
Rouge, it's about 5,000 people.

SECRETARY Pl ERSON:

Thank you. | think it just calls
attention to a discrepancy of seven or 10 that will be
accounted for, that we do know the exact |ocation where
t hese projects will be executed, we do have access to
payrol |l and we will hold Exxon accountable to the
requi rements of the program but | would hope that al
of us woul d | ook beyond just the people that pass
t hrough the gate, nore than 5,000 daily, and understand

the inplications that these manufacturing tax exenptions
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are only offered to manufacturers. Wy? Because
they're a tremendous nmultiplier. There's many thousands
of other jobs that are generated by this project and by
t hat enpl oynment that ripple through the econony, and all
of that needs to be |ooked at. And, you know, certainly
fromour perspective, we want to build a vibrant econony
I n Louisiana, we want good education. How wll we get
there? W growthe pie. And so |I'mhopeful that the
Board will support today, and |I'mcertainly speaking on
behal f of these projects that Exxon has proposed for the
10-year tax exenption.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, M. Secretary.
Senat or Thonpson.
MR, THOMPSON:

M. Secretary, those were great remarks
and coments. | had wanted to say that | have a | ot of
support back home for changes in the |laws that we have
and the procedures that we have, but | wanted to let you
know that it's a little bit too little too late. As you
said, you couldn't get it in the paper about what you
wer e doi ng and how you're doing, but | just, as a
warning or as an information deliver, there's a |ot of
| egislators that want to change the direction we're

going. And the way we're going to build Louisiana is
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When |
about the inportance of education,
I nportant than that.
recogni zed t hat,

groups that cone in.

we hadn't had Governor John Bel

here today,

W' ve seen that all

make sure that you-al

i ke what Conm ssioner Pierson said, if we don't get
t hese corporations in and people that are in it nowto
do a good job for the future, we won't have the public

bei ng supporting you like you' re being supported today.

Not hing's nore inportant than educati on.

hear those teachers, forner teachers,

doi ng today.

t al ki ng

nothing is nore

And corporations |ike Exxon have

but they're going to have to do a real
good selling job for the next generation of those |TEP

Hope they're in ny area. Hope we
can work as partners in that type of operation, but if

Edwards in the mx, we

probably woul dn't have this opportunity to do what we're

But | just want people to realize that

Don Pi erson made that point very clear.

tinme, and | want to encourage that. |

do the right thing all

the public is supporting Exxon and ot hers.
t hrough the process today, but that
may not be the case in another five or six nonths. And

We've got to

of the

don't know who's
here with Exxon Mbil today, but one of the |argest
corporations in the world nmaking nore profit than any,

t hey need to set good exanpl es here in Louisiana.
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MS. CARd LE:
Absol utely.
MR. THOWPSON:
As they've done in the past.
M5. CARG LE:
W agree.
MR, THOVPSON:

But rather than taking baby steps, we
ought to nmake sone |eaps. W shouldn't be here today
tal king about that. |If we'd have done right at the
begi nni ng, we probably wouldn't be refighting this

battl e and every step of the way. You understand that?

MS. CARG LE:
Right. | think, you know -- and just to
reply to that, | think, you know, in general, our

conpany agrees with the policy changes that have been
made. We like the fact that locals are involved. It's
given us an opportunity to talk to a |lot of stakehol ders
about our investnent, about our projects, things that we
maybe woul d have never had those types of conversations.
So we enbrace the changes that have been nade.

The thing that | think our conpany asks
the nost is just for predictability. Tell us what the
policy is, and we will followit, we will abide by it,

and we will use it totry to get projects here so that
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we can becone an even stronger corporate citizen, an
even stronger contributor to the econony.
MR. THOWPSON:
Thank you for those comments, because
that's what we want, but if | was at Exxon Mbil, |

woul d have every university in research and devel opnent

inthis area, not just -- and | would not cone to the
tabl e and say, "I couldn't get ny points across in the
newspaper." |If you can't get your points across in the

newspaper, sonebody's not doing their business.

MS. CARG LE:
It was just that one story.
MR, THOVPSON:

Ri ght, but we ought to be |eading, not
follow ng or not saying, "Wuatever y'all require of us
to do, we're going to do our best to do it." You ought
to be making exanples. And | bet if | didalittle
research, | could find that you're doing nmuch nore in
some other states that are not doing as nuch for you as

t he peopl e of Louisiana are.

MS. CARA LE:
| actually do have to just disagree wth
that. Qur comunity --
MR, THOVPSON:
Vell, prove it to ne.
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MS. CARG LE:
| would love to sit down with you and
show you what we're doing in the Baton Rouge Comunity.

That is the | eader anongst all of our downstreamsites.

MS. MONCADA:
Absol utely.
M5. CARG LE:

And Goria will agree with that. As far
as bringing private sector funding and resources to
public issues, like giving capacity to small businesses,

l'i ke giving fol ks jobs in North Baton Rouge.

MR, THOVPSON.
Ri ght.
MS. CARG LE:

So that was -- North Baton Rouge
| ndustrial Training Initiative was, one of our refinery
managers started that because they wanted our near
nei ghbors to have nore jobs in our industry. So that is
a programthat has not been replicated at any of our

sites across the US, and we want to | ead.

MR, THOVPSON:
Right. Last comment, | appreciate that,
but | would just suggest make sone |eaps and just -- you

don't have to do it just right here where you get the

vote. You need to do it statew de and nake sure that
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all of these entities next tine are right there in
support of what you're doing because this -- the
resources that we have in Louisiana, gas, oil, you
woul dn't be here without that, and processing and so
forth, but that's owned by all of the citizens of the
State of Louisiana. You know that.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, Senator.

All right. Next on we have -- M.
Moncada, do you have anything to add?

V5. MONCADA:

The only thing | want to clear up is a
fallacy that was | think referred to earlier that Exxon
Mobil is here to stay and that the | TEP doesn't make any
difference. |I'm in fact, in a position of know edge to

know that it makes absolutely a difference at Exxon

Mobil. Wen asked earlier about projects that have not
cone here, |'ve been involved in watching corporately
deci si ons being nmade to send billion-dollar-plus

projects to our Beaunont refinery. And, in fact, we're
conpeting right now, very hard, for a project in Baton
Rouge that's being considered versus our Baytown, Texas
refinery.

"Il just end with saying the $6-mllion

abatenment that we're tal king about here, these projects
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cane with that incentive. It attracted those projects
t o Baton Rouge versus our other refineries, 19, around
the world, and they're going to generate $23-mllion of
property and sales tax benefit over the next 20 years.

$6-mllion of abatement providing $23-mllion. [If the
projects hadn't cone, that 23-mllion would be a zero,

so. ..

MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, Ms. Moncada. And you tell

t hose people at corporate that we want those projects.

MS. MONCADA:
Thank you.
MR W NDHAM

| know this Board does.

All right. Next we have M. Chris
Parker. | think M. On deck we have Scott 4 eason.

Again, if you can keep your comment to
two to three mnutes, unless there are questions by the
Board nmenbers.

MR, PARKER:

Yes, sir. Chris Parker, Exxon Mobil.

Most of the comments | was going to make
were di scussed between the Board and Stephanie and M.
Aoria, but | did just want to add and clear up

sonmet hing that was stated earlier. It was said that the
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projects were conpleted 18 nonths ago, but in reality
they were conpl eted Decenber of 2017. So that's 12
nmonths by ny cal culations. So just wanted to clear that
up.

MR, W NDHAM

Al'l right. Thank you.

M. d eason.

Pl ease, if you have comments you'd |ike
to tal k anongst yourself, please step out to the
hal | way.

M. d eason.

MR, GLEASON:

Good norning. |'m Scott G eason. | am
the Plant Manager at the lubricants plant in Port Allen,
Loui si ana.

In the interest of not repeating
anything, I'Il just talk in terns of froma |ubricants
perspective. W do conpete, not only with the other
plants here in the United States, but across the gl obe
for these investnents. Recently we celebrated two years
of our new aviation facility, which we are very, very
proud of. And the predictability of the investnent that
we make drives a lot of these decisions. So we have a
ot of things in the future that we're conpeting not

only with our neighboring states in Texas, but
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busi ness.

Pol yol efins pl ant.

wanted to nention,
this | TEP approval
pol yet hyl ene facility.

products at our plant here.

I nvest nent.

t hroughout the US and throughout the globe for this
So |I'd ask that you continue to give us that

predictability so that we can nake the appropriate

| am not from Louisiana, but this is ny

second tine |I've returned a citizen.

great state, and thank you very nuch.

MR W NDHAM

Thank you, M. d eason.

l"mvery, very

happy to be here. | want to continue to support our

We have Brad Al en, and on deck, Sam

WIIlians.

MR ALLEN

Good norning. M nane is Brad Allen.

pol ypropyl ene expansi on project.

|''mthe Operations Manager at Exxon Mobil's Baton Rouge
So that is the plant where we've had

a ot of discussions at past neetings about the

Again, not to repeat anything. Just

designed to increase our reliability,

you know, one of our lined itens on
Is for sone projects in our

So we produce both of those
Those projects are really
our safety

performance in order to set ourselves up for that next

TRy

ToRRES REPORTING 85 ASSOCIATES, .

COURT REPORTING & LITIGATION SERVICES
www.torresreporting.com
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free

Baton Rouge, LA
225.751.0732
225.752.7308 FAX

New Orleans, LA
504.392.4791
504.392.4852 FAX


http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O A W N P

N N NN NN PP P P PR PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P O

December 14, 2018
LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Page 143

tranche of that $20-billion corporate investnent that
we're looking at. So we are very successful over the
years of inproving our plant to get that noney for this
pol ypropyl ene plant. W' re doing the same thing right
now for polyethylene. So that's another expansion zone
we're | ooking at, and that's what these projects are
really designed to do. They're to nmake oursel ves | ook
better in our corporation's eyes so that we're able to
successfully conpete for those bi gger expansions and
projects in the future.

Thank you.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, M. Allen.

Sam W I Ilianms, and on deck we have C ay
Ful l er.

MR, W LLI AVS:

Good norning. M nane is Sam W/ Ii ans.
| amthe Product Quality Assurance Manager at Port Allen
| ubricants plant on the west side.

|"'mjust here to say that | appreciate
allowng nme to cone on today to speak and to ask you-all
to do what you are here to do. But |I'mexcited about
the opportunity that | have at Exxon Mbil with these
projects comng along and to make us nore robust to get

nore projects at our facilities and also allow us an
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opportunity to send some of our enployees over to the
ot her schools to be able to be nmentors with Junior
Achi evenent and things of that nature. And if it were
not for these projects, then we could not free these
young people up to go and inspire other people in our
public education schools.
| am a graduate, a |lifelong resident of
East Baton Rouge Parish. | went to schools in East
Bat on Rouge Parish. | actually volunteered ny tine,
energy and effort, also ny wife, in the schools. So we
spend a lot of tine in the schools. So, therefore, |
just ask you-all to assist us to help young people to go
and inspire other young people in the education areas.
Thank you.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you.
Clay Fuller.
M5. CHENG
Clay Fuller doesn't want to speak.
MR, W NDHAM
Ch, I'msorry.
All right. Tyler Gay, | think, and on

deck, Adam Knapp.
MR, GRAY:
Good norning. | think it's still the
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norning. My nane is Tyler Gay. | amcurrently the
CGeneral Counsel for the Louisiana Md-Continent Gl &
Gas Association, but I wll, in nmy capacity here, |'I]
al so be President of the organization starting next
year.

You know, a | ot has been covered today,
sone different issues. Wat | want to do is just Kkind
of make one general comment. So Louisiana M d-Continent
Q| & Gas Association has several nenbers representing
the oil and gas industry here in the State of Loui siana.
Those menbershi ps i nclude Exxon, Shell, PBF, Chalnette
Refining, Enlink, Tellurian and several other conpanies.

Now, the other conpani es have al ready
been approved; right? The rules have been followed, and
t hey' ve been allowed to nove forward. At this point,
we' re | ooking at one application, and fromwhat |'ve
heard today from Secretary Pierson, whose trust | put in
evaluating the rules that we set forth, it cones out in
favor of the application. So, therefore, as a
representative of all of industry, | do want to focus on
the fact that we are granting exenptions when
organi zations are following the rules. Therefore, when
we have situations where we | ook at policy beyond the
scope of this Board, sonething |ike education, which the

Governor has already cone out and said is an issue and
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we W || address going forward. And as a representative
of industry, | can tell you that workforce devel opnent
IS just as inportant as investnent.

W have those conversations at the
appropriate time. Today we | ook at the rules, we review
t he exenptions, we grant the exenption. |f they don't
conply, we send them back to the place that they go.

LED has spoken. We've heard fromthe applicant. And so
at that point, | ask you to look at it fromthat
perspective to nake sure that we stay focused, we review
the application, what's put in front of us and we nove
forward

Wth that, | appreciate the opportunity
to make coments. Thank you.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you.

M. Knapp.

MR,  KNAPP:

Thank you for the opportunity be with
you today. M nane is Adam Knapp. |'mthe President
and CEO of the Baton Rouge Area Chanber. Qur
organi zation | eads the econom c devel opnent in the
ni ne-parish Capitol Region and we serve as the economc
devel opment partner for East Baton Rouge Parish on

econom ¢ devel opnent projects that concern the parish.
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life.

the prior comments,

them and ny wife and |
and active in our comunity.
property taxes and sal es taxes,

our parish services,

Parish public schools,

publ i ¢ school

t oday,

On a personal note, |l

East Bat on Rouge Parish School System

active in the education system And

fam |y chooses to do that for our children.

of course,

al so add, for
that nmy children are students in the
three of

are both participants in the PTA
Qur parish -- our own

go to support
and we are personally involved and
woul d say we are
proud of the services provided by East Baton Rouge

and that's the reason why ny

[t's

sonmething that we believe is an inportant part of our

Both of us were products of public education. M

Qur parish is stronger,
havi ng an incredible base of manufacturing,

driving our econony. Yesterday,

in Lake Charles and her in Virginia, but we both
continue to be very active. | wll say it is a good
systemand it's one that's working very
hard every day because of many of the people in the room
doi ng everything they can to get better as well.

not weaker, for
whi ch is,

t he Baton Rouge
Area of Chanber released it's 2019 forecast for the

regi onal econony, and we enjoy econom c growh. Mich
was said earlier about the boomthat's happening in Lake

Charles. | would say that we've been on a pretty good
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streak ourselves, although we do envy a little bit sone
of the nunbers that we see in Lake Charles. W' ve been
on a good streak ourselves.

W al so reported yesterday that area
househol d i ncones in the Capital Region reached a record
high this past year, largely driven by an incredible
surge we've seen in manufacturing activity over the | ast
five or six years, and that is driving household income
at a rate faster than Louisiana, faster than our peer
cities across the country in the last 10 years --

MR, W NDHAM
Two m nutes.
MR, KNAPP:

-- and we're excited to see that
contributing to a benefit that is spreading across our
comuni ty.

Econom ¢ devel opnent is, of course, a
conpli cated business, and our tax code is |ess
attractive in many cases than other states, so the
incentive tools that you provide through things |ike the
| TE provide targeted strategies for how conpani es nmake
corporate investnent decisions, as you' ve heard, and it
has benefited our community, not taking away fromit, to
have a very strong manufacturing base.

| ndustry, as you've heard, is paying
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Agai n,

two-thirds of the parish property taxes in our

conmmunity, and they're going to continue to be the fuel
in the tank of education fundi ng because of |TEP,
because of ITEP is helping to attract manufacturing, and
we should do everything we can to continue to push

forward

W stand in support of the Exxon Mobil

applications today. W are pleased to continue to
conpete for econom c devel opnent projects wth Exxon.
We continue to appreciate the support that this

organi zati on board has provided.

| would note that the | ast application

you approved for the project, that polyol efin project

t hat was spoken of, was approved at the |ocal |evel
unani mously by the school board, by the Metro Counci
and signed off on by the sheriff. There is an enornous

conmuni ty support for Exxon Mobil and for manufacturing.

We appreciate your tinme in volunteering.

Thank you.

MR W NDHAM
Thank you, M. Knapp.
That is all of the cards that | have.

I's there anyone that would |ike to nake a

comrent ?

(No response.)

TRy
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MR, W NDHAM
| always |like to give everyone an
opportunity to speak.
All right. Wth that, all we have on
this one is three Exxons for consideration; correct, M.
Cheng? Three?
MS. CHENG
Correct. 20161911, 20161914 and

20161915.
MR, W NDHAM
All right. Wth those, | believe
M. Slone has nade the notion to approve. |t has been

seconded by Ms. Heat her Mal one.
Any further discussion or questions by
any of the Board nenbers?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Al'l in favor, indicate with an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR, W NDHAM
Al'l opposed with a "nay."
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Motion carries.

Next on the agenda, we have 14
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post - Executive Order --

M5. CHENG
We just did that.
MR, W NDHAM
| "' msorry.
MS. CHENG
That's okay. W have 111 --
MR, W NDHAM

We have 111 renewal applications, and in
l'ight of the video that was put out, 1'd like for you to

read each one of those individually.

MS. CHENG
Ckay.
MR, W NDHAM

So it is not perceived that we just
rubber stanp these. Unless there's an objection by any
of the Board nenbers.

M5. CHENG

20140276, Anerican Advanced
Technol ogi es, LLC in Terrebonne Parish; 20121084, BASF
Corporation in Concordia Parish; 20140332, Bancroft Bag,
Inc. In Quachita Parish; 20121271, Bell Helicopter
Textron, Inc. in Lafayette Parish; 20140295, Bercen --

MR, W NDHAM

| wll entertain a notion to approve
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t hese in gl obo.
Made by M. Slone; seconded by M. Jan
Mol | er.
| s there any discussion fromthe public
concerning in globo passing of these renewal s?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Any comments or discussion fromthe
Board nenbers?

(No response.)

MR, W NDHAM
Do we have a quorunf
MR. CHABERT:

There are several nenbers that are in
need of a pause, but they're com ng out.
MS. CHENG
| can keep reading until then if you
want .
MR, W NDHAM
|"msorry. There is a video screen in
the break roomw th audio. W have 13 now or 14.
All in favor, indicate wth an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR, W NDHAM

Al'l opposed with a "nay.
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(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM

The renewal s are approved.

W have one | ate renewal request.
MS. CHENG

Yep. It's 20111226, PBF Hol di ng
Conpany, LLCin St. Bernard Parish. Their initial
contract expired 12/31/2017. They requested their
renewal on 8/14/2018.

MR, W NDHAM

|s there a representative here from PBF
Hol di ng Conpany?

Pl ease step forward. Can you tell us
why you were | ate?

MR, KORT:

First off, my name is Geg Kort. |I'm
with Ryan, LLC. Thank you for the chance to speak to
you on this issue.

Reason for us being late on this is PBF
had a transition in consulting in terns of who was
handling their property taxes in Louisiana. Prior
consul tant contract ended at the end of the year and
ours picked up at the beginning of the year and we had
basically a | earning process of getting an understanding
of what PBF all had. And we kind of m ssed the boat on
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2017.

Bri ggs.

this, so we apol ogi ze.

| ate application.

MR W NDHAM

So this due date was Decenber 31st,
The renewal request date was 2018, 8/14 of 2018.
It's been our practice to reduce this by one year, and |
woul d entertain a notion for the sane.
Made by Ms. Mal one; seconded by M.

Any di scussi on?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM

Do we have a quorum now?
Yes, we have a quorum
All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

(Several nenbers respond "aye.")

MR, W NDHAM
Al opposed with a "
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Motion carries.
Thank you, sir.

M5. CHENG

We have 74 changes of conpany nane only

contract amendments.

And that's the reason for the

nay.
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MR W NDHAM

Moti on has been nmade to approve the 74

in globo as they apply to two entities, Col unbian
Chem cal s Conpany will be changed to Birla.

MS. CHENG
Birla Carbon U S.A, Inc. in St. Mary

Pari sh and G aphic Packaging International, Inc. will be
changed to G aphic Packaging International, LLC in
Quachita Pari sh.

MR W NDHAM

That's for all of the |listed contracts

as identified by nunber.

Motion has been nade by Dr. WIlson to

approve in globo; seconded by Ms. Ml one.

All in favor, indicate with an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR, W NDHAM

Al opposed with a "nay.

(No response.)

MR W NDHAM
Motion carries.
MS. CHENG

W have one change in physical |ocation

contract anmendnment requests.

MR, W NDHAM

TRy
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oh, I'msorry.

Comment s, pl ease step outside.

M5. CHENG

Denbury Onshore, LLC, Contract 20150267

was previously located at 481 H ghway 609, Del hi,
Loui siana 71235 in Richland Parish, and their new
| ocation is 463 H ghway 609, Del hi,
Ri chl and Pari sh.

Loui siana in

| believe they didn't nove. It's a

change in address by the post office.

MR W NDHAM

All right. Are there any questions

concerning this, even though.

Motion has been nade by Dr. WIlson to

approve; seconded by Maj or Col eman.

All in favor, indicate with an "aye" --

DR S. WLSON

Dr. WIlson has a question in addition.

Just to comment for a Senator Francis,

we've had three projects that were al

Nort h Loui si ana.

MR. THOMPSON:
| made the notion.
MR, W NDHAM
Al right. Thank you,

North Louil si ana,

and he was commenting the entire day of nothing being in

Dr. WI son.
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Al in favor, indicate with an "aye.
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR. W NDHAM

Al'l opposed with a

nay.

(No response.)

MR. W NDHAM
Mbtion carries.
MS. CHENG

We have one transfer of tax exenption

contract: Geat Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D BlA
G eat States Galvani zing, Contract 20161014 is being

transferred to South Atlantic, LLC in East Baton Rouge

Pari sh.
MR W NDHAM
Al'l right. For the transfer of
exenption contract, any comments fromthe public?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Motion fromthe Board?
Made by M. Briggs; seconded by Mayor
Br asseaux.

Al in favor, indicate with an "aye.

(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR, W NDHAM

Al'l opposed with a "nay.
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(No response.)

MR. W NDHAM
Motion carries.
MS. CHENG
W actually have four -- that's

incorrect on the front cover page. W have four parti al
transfers -- or, no. |'msorry. They're being
transferred to nmultiple conpanies. That's why. |
m sspoke. Sorry.

Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., DB/A
G eat States Gl vani zing, Contract 20100919, they're
retaining $741,106. South Atlantic, LLCis receiving
$3,416, 185 in assets and Natchez Managenent, LLCis
recei ving $5,281,298 in assets fromthat contract.

Great Southern Gal vanizing, Inc., D/ B/A
G eat States @Gl vanizing, Contract 20190919-A is
retaining $431,866 in assets in East Baton Rouge Parish
and is transferring $25,571 to South Atlantic, LLC and
Nat chez Managenent, $31,101 to Natchez Managenment, LLC
i n East Baton Rouge Pari sh.

Great Sout hern Gal vani zing, Inc., D/ B/A
G eat States Galvanizing, Contract 20140711 is retaining
$71,273 in East Baton Rouge Parish, transferring $51, 948
in assets to South Atlantic, LLC and $68, 237 in assets
to Natchez Managenent, LLC both in East Baton Rouge
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Pari sh.
Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., DB/A
G eat States Galvanizing, Contract 20150736 is retaining
$8,046, transferring $92,553 to South Atlantic, LLC and
$78,091 to Natchez Managenment, LLC in East Baton Rouge
Pari sh.
MR, W NDHAM
Thank you, M. Cheng.
On the partial transfer of exenption
contracts, any comments fromthe Board nenbers?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Fromthe public?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Questions or coment fromthe Board
menbers?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
|s there a notion to approve?
Made by Senator Francis Thonpson;
seconded by M. Briggs.
All in favor, indicate with an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR, W NDHAM
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Al'l opposed with a "nay."
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Motion carries.
Ms. Cheng.
MS. CHENG
| have 11 contract cancel ation requests:
Del tech Corporation, Contracts 20090579, 20100090,
20110315, 20120527, 20130550, 20140481, 20141333,
20150504 and 20160965, conpany requests cancel ation, and
they're located in East Baton Rouge Pari sh.
Dredgi ng Supply Conpany, Inc., Contract
20110831 in St. John the Baptist Parish, conpany
requests cancel ation.
And G oth Equi prent Corporation, D BlA,
G oqui p, Contract 20100619 in Ascension Parish, both
conpani es request cancel ati on.
MR, W NDHAM
All right. Al of these have been
requested cancel ation by the conpani es thensel ves.
Are there any comments fromthe public
concerning the cancel ati on request of the conpanies?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
|s there a notion?
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The notion has been nade by Senator
Thonpson; seconded by Representative Devillier.
All in favor, indicate with an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR, W NDHAM
Al'l opposed with a "nay."

(No response.)

MR W NDHAM
Motion carries.
MS. CHENG

| six special requests from Bradken in
Tangi pahoa Parish. They request non-cancel ati on of
their -- they are actually idled currently, but they're
requesting to continue their | TEP contracts in the hopes
of attracting a buyer. They' re working with locals to
get a letter of support, but these are Contracts
20100584, 20110612, 20120506, 20140515, 20150507, and
201610009.
MR, W NDHAM
Al right. Thank you.
Secretary Pierson.
SECRETARY Pl ERSON
Just sone additional information. The
Pari sh Resident, Robbie MIler, would Iikely have to

recuse hinself fromthis vote. He has not been able to
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stay here at the neeting and has had to depart. Hi's
request was to the Board that this be deferred to the
February neeting.
MR W NDHAM
Motion has been made by M. Slone to
defer the cancelations until the February neeting for
these ones related to Bradken. There's a second by

Secretary Pierson.

Al in favor, indicate with an "aye.
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR. W NDHAM

Al'l opposed with a

nay.

(No response.)

MR. W NDHAM
Mbtion carri es.
MS. CHENG

That concl udes the I ndustrial Tax

Exenption portion of the agenda.

MR. W NDHAM
We have an appeal, | believe.
M5. CHENG

| TEP appeal s are under O her Busi ness.
We do have one | TEP deni al appeal, LED requests --
received a request from Reliable EDM appeal ing the

decision to deny their request for |ate renewal of tax
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MR W NDHAM

exenption contract by the Board of Commerce and I ndustry
at the Cctober 31st, 2018 neeti ng.

|s there a representative fromReliable

EDM wi th us?

Pl ease step forward and identify

yoursel f, make your appeal.

M. SOWER

Yes. |'mJohn Somrer with Reli abl e EDM

and we're obviously not on par with these conpanies. |
had no idea this is this formal. | was actually out of
town and | was at a neeting and | didn't realize that it
was this formal. | apologize. | was not able to nake

it to the neeting on the 31st. | was in Denver.

So I'"'masking is there any way that we

MR, W NDHAM

could continue this contract that we had?

All right. The process is, | believe we

have to have a notion to --

MS. CHENG
Approve the appeal.
MR, W NDHAM

-- approve the appeal,

vote on --

MS. CHENG

and then we'l|l
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Reconsi der.
MR, W NDHAM
-- the consequences, reconsideration.
So is there a notion to approve the
request for appeal ?
Made by M. Briggs.
Is there a second?
Made by M. Manny Fajardo. [I'Il get it
ri ght one day.
| s there any di scussion by any of the
Board nenbers to approve the request for the appeal ?
(No response.)
VR, W NDHAM
Al in favor, indicate wwth an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR, W NDHAM
Al'l opposed with a

nay.
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM

Motion carries.

Al'l right. So on here, you were due to
be in on Decenber 31st of 2017. You were |ate by eight
nonths. The practice has been to reduce your exenption
by one year for that.

MR, SOVWMER:
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Ckay.
MR, W NDHAM

So is there a notion to do just that,

reduce it to a four-year contract?

Moti on has been made by Maj or Col eman;
seconded by Ms. Baker.

Any further discussion?

(No response.)

MR, W NDHAM
Al'l in favor, indicate with an "aye."
M. Sl one.

MR, SLONE:
Ckay. | was just curious, is this the

one fromour neeting where there was no representative
present and we thought that maybe based on the magnitude
of what's was going on that soneone shoul d have been
here? |1'mjust curious if this was the sane one. 1I|'d
have to go back to ny |ast neeting notes.
MR, W NDHAM
| don't believe so. This was one where
there was no representative. The one that | -- | have a
di fferent question about, but | don't think so because
this investment was $298, 000.
MR, SLONE:
Ckay.
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MR, W NDHAM
The exenption is $2,700 a year.
MR, SLONE:
Ckay.
MR, W NDHAM
Al right. Any further questions?
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM
Secretary Pierson.
SECRETARY Pl ERSON
I'I'l make ny remarks very quickly as the

hour grows late, and | know that --

VR, W NDHAM
|'"msorry. | thought you had a comment.
Hol d on.
All right. So all in favor, indicate

with an "aye" to reduce it by one year, so it's a
four-year renewal contract. Al in favor, indicate with
an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
VR, W NDHAM
Al opposed with a

nay.
(No response.)
MR, W NDHAM

Motion carried. Thank you.
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All right. So what happened to

Cocentric? D d the gentleman not nmake it?

MS. CHENG

No. Hi's renewal was tinely.
MR, W NDHAM

It was just an oversight?
MS. CHENG

Yeah.
MR, W NDHAM

That was the gentleman that | told that

he did not have to conme back?

MS. CHENG
That's correct.
MR, W NDHAM
All right. | just want to nmake sure

that we all know that | was trying to be nice.
All right. Secretary -- that's all the

exenptions, special requests and everything?

MS. CHENG
Yes.
MR. W NDHAM

Secretary Pierson, comments to the Board
and to the public.
SECRETARY Pl ERSON:
Again, I'd like to thank all of the
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Board nenbers for their participation in this inportant
process today. W had a |lot of very good di scussion.
We think that it's very appropriate for the public to
have input with the elected officials to nmake the
decisions at the local level, which is what this Board
now provi des through the new rul es established through
the | eadership of Governor John Bel Edwards. W have
accountability, we have a |local voice in the process and
what we're seeing here is sinply that action taking
place. And with that, we've also seen unani nous support
for proposed expanding industries in our state, and
hopeful Iy this nessage resonates and allows us to
continue to recruit new jobs, new investment in our
state, grow the pie and conpletely agree with the
support for education, and we know that's a priority to
t he Governor as well.

| get concerned about sone of the
figures that | read in the paper when there are
estimates about what a tax exenption m ght be, when
t hose are exaggerated and divided by nunbers and cone up
wth a sort of a nmeaningless quote that alarns nmany
peopl e, citizens, business organizations and
corporations, appropriately alarns them But just as we
tal ked about 1,280 jobs for Exxon and their project with

a realization that actually there's a nunber of
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contractors that augnent that to a nunber that exceeds
3,000, and those are the jobs inside the fence that are
mul tiplied significantly through the ripple effect in

t he econony.

Again, it's inportant, as we do our
work, to educate and to nake sure there's an
under standi ng out there in the greater comunity, that
we're not doing this for every business. W are doing
this for manufacturers that will be held accountable for
what they're offering to our state and grow ng the pie,
and that certainly is how we inprove many things,
education included, health care, roads, bridges, et
cetera.

Wth that, | want to thank the LED staff
who put a lot of nmuscle into making sure that we were
wel | prepared today to answer your questions, to answer
t he questions of the public and for their dedication.
We've had a great year. W will print our annual report
and have that available to you in the first quarter of
'19, but we continue to set a standard of excellence at
Loui si ana Econom ¢ Devel opnent, where we are now the
only state organi zation in econom c devel opnent that is
certified by the International Econom c Devel opnent
Counci| where we once again receive the Nunmber 1

VWor kforce Training Programin Anerica designation from
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Busi ness Facilities Magazi ne,

scrutiny,

support

t hat |

e-mai |

so that we all

| nvest nrent and Job Creation.

So we' re doi ng your work,

i nvestnents in our state.

and our efforts in 2017
yi el ded a Nunber 2 Business Position in the South for
Capi t al

front of us.

Only Kentucky in

and certainly
t he support that we get fromthis Board with the

the requirement for accountability and
followng a process, treating all of our clients in a
uni form manner is greatly appreciated and nakes a very
significant statenent towards establishing stability,

whi ch is the nunber one requirenent for business to nake

So thank you for your efforts and

in that regard.
MR W NDHAM

Thank you, Secretary Pierson.

| have just a couple of announcenents

have to nmake before we adjourn.

I mportantly, your annual ethics for Board nenbers is due
Decenber 31st.
you will be getting -- you'll probably be getting an

| f you have not taken the online class,

anyway to sign up for the online ethics training

are in conpliance with that.

Board neeting dates for next year wll

be forthcom ng, | believe, or do we have then? Ch, we
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di d.

officers wll

Jones,

effort that you-all

Governor -- before you retired.

hard work and dedi cati on,

passed themout. GCkay. | didn't get that.

And then nost inportantly,

rai se your hand now.

SECRETARY Pl ERSON:

Maybe

el ections of
be at the February Board neeting. So any

of you that would like to step into this chair, please

We have had sone interest fromM. Jerry

but we can handl e this nom nations process at our

next neeting.

MR W NDHAM

Okay. There's going to be a

nom nati ons.

Senat or Thonpson.
MR THOWMPSON:

|''mnot a regular nmenber of this Board,

chai rman, he was very well prepared.

have hi mrun nost of ny neetings for ne.

sadly to say, but it's well run. | appreciate the

put forward, and certainly our

would like to
l"d just tell

hi mwhat to do, Don. But thank you for your know edge

and your background. You know, |'ve watched you through

And thank you, Don

Pierson, on the job you do. Appreciate all of you's

and legislators that agree to
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serve on here. That's really good. Very inportant
group.
MR, W NDHAM
Al right. Wth that, ['lIl entertain a
notion to adjourn.
Made by M. Hollis; seconded by
M. Sl one.
All in favor, indicate with an "aye."
(Several nenbers respond "aye.")
MR, W NDHAM
Al'l opposed with a

nay.
(No response.)
VR, W NDHAM
Adj our ned.
(Meeting concludes at 12:08 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE:

I, ELIC A H WODWRTH, Certified Court
Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, as the
of ficer before whomthis neeting for the Loui siana Board
of Commerce and | ndustry, do hereby certify that this
meeting was reported by ne in the stenotype reporting
met hod, was prepared and transcri bed by ne or under ny
personal direction and supervision, and is a true and
correct transcript to the best of ny ability and
under st andi ng;

That the transcri pt has been prepared in
conpliance with transcript format required by statute or
by rules of the board, that | have acted in conpliance
wth the prohibition on contractual relationships, as
defi ned by Loui siana Code of Civil Procedure Article
1434 and in rules and advi sory opi ni ons of the board,;

That | am not related to counsel or to the
parties herein, nor am|l otherwi se interested in the

outcone of this natter.

Dated this 4th day of January, 2019.

ELIC A H WODWORTH, CCR
CERTI FI ED COURT REPORTER
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Good morning, everyone.  I'd like to

 3   call to order the meeting for the December 14th Board of

 4   Commerce and Industry.  It is 9:02.

 5                   Just a few opening comments.  I'd like

 6   to welcome everyone to the meeting and say Happy

 7   Holidays to all of you.

 8                   For the new visitors who are here and

 9   the overflow room, I just want to give you an overview

10   of who we are because you may have never been to one of

11   these meetings -- who we are, what we do, you may have

12   never been to these meetings.

13                   We are the Board of Commerce and

14   Industry.  We're made up of 24 members from communities

15   and entities across the state.  Part of our charge is to

16   determine an applicant's compliance with the laws and

17   rules for a variety of programs.  I believe we hear four

18   different programs, maybe five different programs at

19   this meeting, the economic development incentive

20   programs.  From there we make recommendation, and in the

21   case of the ITEP especially, to the Governor on whether

22   or not a contract should be entered into between the

23   state and the applicant company.

24                   Once that determination is made, we, by

25   staff -- via staff, forward the approved Industrial Tax
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 1   Exemption applications to the specific local bodies for

 2   their consideration of approval or disapproval.

 3                   We administer in a uniform manner.  We

 4   ensure that the required documentation which establishes

 5   accountability is present and certified through the

 6   approval of the documents that these entities represent

 7   a positive and community -- a positive state and

 8   community economic impact for those communities that so

 9   choose to adopt them.

10                   The step this Board is charged with is

11   to determine if an application qualifies for a program

12   as provided for by the Constitution, the laws, the rules

13   and Executive Orders that govern the respective

14   programs.  If applicants meet these qualifications, it's

15   the responsibility of the Board to forward the

16   application to the local authorities.

17                   So as you step forward with thoughts or

18   comments, that you exercise your rights as a citizen of

19   Louisiana as well as the United States of America, we're

20   not here to debate the policies, though.  So keep that

21   in mind.  Stay on point.  Each one of the respondents or

22   speakers will be given two to three minutes of free

23   speech, but understand there's no need to repeat what

24   has previously been said.  If you can keep it concise

25   and to the point and not repeat -- I have a gavel.  If
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 1   you can keep it concise and to the point and not repeat

 2   what has been previously expressed.

 3                   This Board is here to administer the

 4   Economic Development programs as provided by law.

 5   They've been through the legal due process to adhere to

 6   the rules to govern the programs.  Your voice of concern

 7   should speak to whether a company is or not in

 8   compliance with the laws or C&I Board rules.

 9                   So those are just my opening comments.

10   With that, we'll move to rollcall, Ms. Simmons.

11               MS. SIMMONS:

12                   Dr. Shawn Wilson.

13               DR. S. WILSON:

14                   Here.

15               MS. SIMMONS:

16                   Designee Don Briggs.

17               MR. BRIGGS:

18                   Here.

19               MS. SIMMONS:

20                   Representative Phillip Devillier.

21               MR. DEVILLIER:

22                   Here.

23               MS. SIMMONS:

24                   Tanita Baker.

25               MS. BAKER:
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 1       Here.

 2   MS. SIMMONS:

 3       Mayor Glenn Brasseaux.

 4   MAYOR BRASSEAUX:

 5       Here.

 6   MS. SIMMONS:

 7       Representative Paul Hollis.

 8   MR. HOLLIS:

 9       Here.

10   MS. SIMMONS:

11       Yvette Cola.

12   (No response.)

13   MS. SIMMONS:

14       Major Coleman.

15   MAJOR COLEMAN:

16       Here.

17   MS. SIMMONS:

18       Ricky Fabra.

19   MR. FABRA:

20       Here.

21   MS. SIMMONS:

22       Manuel Fajardo.

23   (No response.)

24   MS. SIMMONS:

25       Jerald Jones.
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 1               MR. JONES:

 2                   Here.

 3               MS. SIMMONS:

 4                   Heather Malone.

 5               MS. MALONE:

 6                   Here.

 7               MS. SIMMONS:

 8                   Senator Francis Thomas.

 9               MR. THOMPSON:

10                   Here.  Thompson.

11               MS. SIMMONS:

12                   I'm sorry.  Thomson.

13               MR. THOMPSON:

14                   That's all right.  If Mr. Chairman can

15   repeat what I didn't hear when I came in four seconds

16   late.

17               MS. SIMMONS:

18                   Charles Miller.

19               MR. MILLER:

20                   Here.

21               MS. SIMMONS:

22                   Jan Moller.

23               MR. MOLLER:

24                   Here.

25               MS. SIMMONS:
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 1                   Senator Norby Chabert.

 2               MR. CHABERT:

 3                   Very good.  Yes, I am here.  This is

 4   only her second meeting, y'all, so she's getting it.

 5               MS. SIMMONS:

 6                   Secretary Don Pierson.

 7               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 8                   Present.

 9               MS. SIMMONS:

10                   Scott Richard.

11               (No response.)

12               MS. SIMMONS:

13                   Darrell Saizan.

14               (No response.)

15               MS. SIMMONS:

16                   Daniel Shexnaydre.

17               (No response.)

18               MS. SIMMONS:

19                   Ronnie Slone.

20               MR. SLONE:

21                   Here.

22               MS. SIMMONS:

23                   Bobby Williams.

24               MR. WILLIAMS:

25                   Here.
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 1               MS. SIMMONS:

 2                   Steve Windham.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Here.

 5               MS. SIMMONS:

 6                   And Dr. Wilson.

 7               (No response.)

 8               MS. SIMMONS:

 9                   We have a quorum.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Thank you, Ms. Simmons.

12                   I'm sure everyone has had a chance to

13   read the minutes from the last meeting.  Is there a

14   motion to approve?

15                   Made by Dr. Wilson; seconded by

16   Mr. Slone.

17                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

18               (Several members respond "aye.")

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All opposed with a "nay."

21               (No response.)

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Motion carries.

24                   Ms. Samantha Booker will be presenting

25   the Quality Jobs Program.
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 1                   This is your first presentation; right?

 2               MS. BOOKER:

 3                   It is.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   All right.  Everyone be nice.

 6               MS. BOOKER:

 7                   Good morning.  I have one new QJ

 8   application:  Application Number 20161808, Juniper

 9   Specialty Products, LLC in Calcasieu Parish.

10                   And that concludes the Quality Jobs

11   applications.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   All right.  And to note on here, there

14   is $140-million worth of investment, 13 new permanent

15   jobs, 250 construction jobs.

16                   Are there any questions from the Board

17   members concerning the application for Juniper Specialty

18   Products?

19               (No response.)

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Senator Thompson.

22               MR. THOMPSON:

23                   I would ask that as you go through

24   these, I'd like to know -- we're not debating, as the

25   acting Chairman said, we're not debating what the issues
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 1   are specifically, but I'd like to know -- it's been a

 2   lot of conversation about the largest tax rebates are

 3   forgiveness.  I'd like to know all of the details as you

 4   go through, specifically on how much it cost and how

 5   much there are left for parishes or cities or

 6   communities to benefit from.

 7                   Now, I know this one is not as specific,

 8   but as you go through them, I'm just telling those so I

 9   won't have to ask that question 10 times.

10               MS. BOOKER:

11                   Okay.

12               MR. THOMPSON:

13                   Thank you.

14               MS. BOOKER:

15                   Thank you.

16               MR. THOMPSON:

17                   And I'm sure Commerce & Industry

18   officials will make comments on it.

19               MS. BOOKER:

20                   Okay.

21               MR. THOMPSON:

22                   Thank you.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Thank you, Senator.

25                   Are there any comments from the audience
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 1   or guests?

 2               (No response.)

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   All right.  The motion has been made by

 5   President Miller to approve.  Is there a second?

 6                   Seconded by Major Coleman.

 7                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 8               (Several members respond "aye.")

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   All opposed with a "nay."

11               (No response.)

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Motion carries.

14               MS. BOOKER:

15                   I have three Quality Jobs Renewals:

16   Contract ID 20140144, Gravios Aluminum Boats, LLC in St.

17   Mary Parish; 20131171, NGL Energy Operating, LLC in East

18   Feliciana Parish; 20131124, Reagent Chemical & Research,

19   Inc., Ascension Parish.

20                   And that concludes the Quality Jobs

21   Renewals.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Thank you, Ms. Booker.

24                   Are there any comments from the public

25   concerning the renewals for the Quality Jobs Program?
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 1               (No response.)

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Questions or comments from any of the

 4   Board members?

 5               (No response.)

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Motion to approve made by Mr. Slone;

 8   seconded by Mayor Brasseaux.

 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10               (Several members respond "aye.")

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   All opposed with a "nay."

13               (No response.)

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Motion carries.

16               MS. BOOKER:

17                   I have two special requests.  First

18   request to add an affiliate or LLC members to Schedule 1

19   of the following contract:  Contract 2015049, TCI

20   Packaging, LLC requests to add TCI Plastics, LLC, Alvar

21   Properties 1, LLC, France Road Parkway Properties, LLC,

22   Transportation Consultants, Inc. in Orleans Parish.

23                   I also have one transfer of ownership:

24   Contract ID 20130822, from Boise Packaging Newsprint,

25   LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Packaging Corporation
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 1   of America to Packaging Corporation of America in

 2   Beauregard Parish.

 3                   And that concludes the specials.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Thank you, Ms. Booker.

 6                   Are there any comments from the audience

 7   concerning the change of affiliate or full transfer of

 8   ownership?

 9               (No response.)

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Is there any questions from the Board?

12               (No response.)

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Motion to approve made by Dr. Wilson;

15   seconded by Senator Thompson.

16                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

17               (Several members respond "aye.")

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   All opposed with a "nay."

20               (No response.)

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Motion carries.

23                   Thank you, Ms. Booker.  Good job.

24                   Next we have Restoration Tax Abatement

25   Program presented by Ms. Becky lambert.
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 1               MS. LAMBERT:

 2                   Good morning.  Restoration Tax Abatement

 3   program has one new application to present for Project

 4   ID 20161678, 2700 Bohn Motor, LLC in Orleans Parish for

 5   an investment of $9,480,000, 45 new permanent jobs and

 6   30 construction jobs.

 7                   This concludes the application.

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   All right.  Are there any questions from

10   the public concerning Restoration Tax Abatement Program

11   application?

12               (No response.)

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Questions from the Board?

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Is there a motion to approve?

18                   Made by Major Coleman; seconded by Jan

19   Moller.

20                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

21               (Several members respond "aye.")

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   All opposed with a "nay."

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Motion carries.

 2               MS. LAMBERT:

 3                   Thank you.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Next we have the Enterprise Zone Program

 6   presented by Joyce Metoyer.

 7               MS. METOYER:

 8                   Good morning.  I have five new

 9   applications:  20160039, Benny's Car Wash, LLC, East

10   Baton Rouge Parish; 20141316, Peter and Paul MT, LLC,

11   Orleans Parish; 20180100, Randolph McCormick Realty,

12   Incorporated, St. Landry Parish; 20160703, SB Nola

13   Subtenant, LLC, Orleans Parish; and 20150153, Willa

14   Jean, LLC, Orleans Parish.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   And can you run through the totals real

17   quick on those?

18               MS. METOYER:

19                   The investment?

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Yes, the investment and the tax break.

22               MS. METOYER:

23                   Okay.  For Benny's Car Wash, the

24   investment --

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Just in total.

 2               MS. METOYER:

 3                   Oh, the total.  I'm sorry.

 4                   The total investment is $58,383,398 for

 5   total investment, and the total ITC, Investment Tax

 6   Credit, is $875,735.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.

 9               MR. THOMPSON:

10                   The number of permanent jobs?

11               MS. METOYER:

12                   Yes, sir, these are all permanent jobs.

13               MR. THOMPSON:

14                   What's the estimated number of permanent

15   jobs?  One-hundred something.

16               MS. METOYER:

17                   161 new jobs.

18               MR. THOMPSON:

19                   Yes.  And the total is 58-million

20   investment; right?

21               MS. METOYER:

22                   Yes, sir.

23               MR. THOMPSON:

24                   Okay.  Thank you.

25               MS. METOYER:
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 1                   You're welcome.

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   All right.  Any comments from the public

 4   concerning the Enterprise Zone Program applications, the

 5   new ones?

 6               (No response.)

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Questions or comments from the Board?

 9               (No response.)

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   I'll entertain a motion to approve.

12                   Made by Major Coleman; seconded by Ms.

13   Malone.

14                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

15               (Several members respond "aye.")

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   All opposed with a "nay."

18               (No response.)

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Motion carries.

21                   Contract terminations.

22               MS. METOYER:

23                   Okay.  20150026, AJ Pontchartrain

24   Employer, LLC, Orleans parish.  The existing contract is

25   May 1 of '15 to April 30 of 2020.  The requested term
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 1   date is May 15 of 2018.  The program requirements were

 2   met and no additional jobs were anticipated; the next

 3   one is 20140988, Isidore Newman School in Orleans

 4   Parish.  The existing contract period is July 15 of 2014

 5   to July 14 of 2019.  The requested termination date is

 6   March 15 of 2017.  The program requirements have been

 7   met, no additional jobs are anticipated; 20120015, Twin

 8   Brothers Marine, LLC, St. Mary Parish.  The existing

 9   contract period March 27 of 2012 to March 26 of 2017.

10   The requested term date is September 26th of 2014.  The

11   program requirements have been met, no additional jobs

12   are anticipated; 20140151, International Paper,

13   Washington Parish.  The existing contract period is

14   February 1 of 2014 to January 31 of 2019.  The requested

15   term date is July 31 of 2016, and the program

16   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are

17   anticipated; 20120850, Associated Terminal of St.

18   Bernard, LLC, St. Bernard Parish.  The existing contract

19   period is November 1, 2013 to October 31 of 2018.  The

20   requested term date is April 30 of 2016.  The reason for

21   termination -- I'm sorry.  Program requirements have

22   been met, no additional jobs are anticipated; 20141196,

23   500 Laurel Development, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish.

24   The existing contract period is June 15 of 2015 to June

25   14 of 2020.  The requested term date is March 31 of
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 1   2017.  The program requirements have been met, no

 2   additional jobs are anticipated; 20130935, Corporate 737

 3   Hotels, LLC, Terrebonne Parish.  The existing contract

 4   period is June 17 of 2013 to June 16 of 2018.  The

 5   requested term date is June 16 of 2016.  The program

 6   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are

 7   anticipated; 20140182, B&G Food Enterprises, LLC,

 8   Lafourche Parish, February 10 of 2014 to February 9 of

 9   2019.  The requested term date is August 9 of 2016, and

10   the program requirements have been met, no additional

11   jobs are anticipated; 20140456, Enlink Midstream

12   Operating, LP, Acadia Parish, October 1, 2014 to

13   September 30, 2019 is the existing contract period.  The

14   requested termination date is March 31, 2017.  The

15   program requirements have been met and no additional

16   jobs are anticipated; 20131410, Super Hospitality Master

17   Tenant, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish.  The existing

18   contract is January 1, 2014 to 12/31/2018.  The

19   requested term dates is December 31, 2016.  The program

20   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are

21   anticipated; 20120870, Exxon Mobil Corp., East Baton

22   Rouge Parish.  The existing project period is May 1 of

23   2013 to April 30 of 2018.  The requested term date is

24   10/31 of 2015.  The program requirements have been met,

25   no additional jobs are anticipated; and 20110959,
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 1   Chalmette Refining, LLC, St. Bernard Parish, and the

 2   contract period is May 1 of '13 to April 30 of 2018.

 3   The requested term date is October 31 of 2015, and the

 4   program requirements have been met, no additional jobs

 5   are anticipated.

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.

 8                   Are there any comments from the public

 9   concerning any of the cancelations?

10               MS. METOYER:

11                   Terminations.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Terminations.  I'm sorry.  Terminations.

14                   Any questions from the Board?

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Motion has been made by Senator Thompson

18   to accept the terminations; seconded by Fajardo.

19                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

20               (Several members respond "aye.")

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   All opposed with a "nay."

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Motion carries.
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 1                   All right.  Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.

 2                   Next we have the Industrial Tax

 3   Exemption Program presented By Ms. Cheng.

 4               MS. CHENG:

 5                   Good morning.  I have five pre-Executive

 6   Order new applications:  20160715, Custom Metal Works in

 7   East Baton Rouge Parish; 20140273-A, Pod Pack

 8   International, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish; 20141578-A,

 9   Shell Chemical Company, LP in St. Charles Parish;

10   20151279-A, Westlake Vinyls Company, LP in Ascension

11   Parish; and 20160666, Westlake Vinyls Company, LP in

12   Ascension Parish.  Total investment of $54,953,90, 12

13   new jobs and 181 construction jobs.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   The tax relief from the first year of

16   exemption?

17               MS. CHENG:

18                   The estimated tax relief is $853,904.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All right.  Are there any questions or

21   any comments from the public concerning these

22   applications?

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Any questions or comments from the
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 1   Board?

 2               (No response.)

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Is there a motion to approve?

 5                   Made by Major Coleman; seconded by Ms.

 6   Cola.

 7               MS. BAKER:

 8                   Baker.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   I'm sorry.  Ms. Baker.

11                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

12               (Several members respond "aye.")

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   All opposed with a "nay."

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Motion carries.

18               MS. CHENG:

19                   I have three post-Executive Order 2017

20   Rule application, but Syrah Technologies, LLC in

21   Concordia Parish has asked to defer to the February 2019

22   meeting.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Is there a motion to accept the request

25   for deferral?
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 1                   Made by Jerry Jones; seconded by

 2   Mr. Slone.

 3                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 4               (Several members respond "aye.")

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   All opposed with a "nay."

 7               (No response.)

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Motion carries.

10                   These two applications.

11               MS. CHENG:

12                   These two applications have received

13   their local endorsements prior to coming to the Board:

14   20161566, Driftwood, LNG in Calcasieu Parish, and

15   20160187, HR NU Blu Energy, LLC in West Baton Rouge

16   Parish for a total investment of $15,946,603,365 with

17   380 new jobs and 6,530 construction jobs.  The estimated

18   first year of tax relief is $284,409,410.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Are there any comments from the public

21   concerning these two applications?

22                   Please step forward and identify

23   yourself.

24               MR. BAGERT:

25                   I have some material to hand out.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   You can give it to staff I believe.  Our

 3   staff.

 4               MR. BAGERT:

 5                   I'm Broderick Bagert with Together

 6   Louisiana, and two residents from Calcasieu Parish will

 7   hopefully be joining me after they pass out these

 8   packets.

 9                   This is or appears to be the largest

10   public subsidy by local governments in the history of

11   the country.  There are two sides to that.  That also

12   means it's a gigantic project with enormous positive

13   potential.  It's, if not the largest, close to the

14   largest capital investment in the history of the country

15   as well, and Southwest Louisiana is strategically

16   positioned to benefit in an extraordinary way from the

17   changes in the liquid natural gas exporting market.

18                   It also means that it is a really big

19   decision, and it ought to happen in an appropriate way.

20   Some things that have happened are not appropriate, and

21   we'd like to describe why there's concern in Calcasieu

22   Parish and request a deferral until the next meeting.

23                   No one we've talked to was against this

24   project.  Most people we've talked to aren't against an

25   exemption for this project.  They do want to be informed
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 1   about it before the decisions of their elected officials

 2   are made.

 3                   There's three documents that you have in

 4   that packet.  The first has got a little picture on it,

 5   and describes, well, four different points.  In February

 6   of 2017, this Board adopted a provision that is --

 7   became LA Administrative Code 503(D)(2)(b)(i); okay, and

 8   the text of it is right there.  It says, "The

 9   business" -- that is the applicant business seeking an

10   Industrial Tax Exemption -- "shall copy LED on its

11   written request to the parish governing authority, the

12   school board and municipality for the required

13   resolutions and its written request to the sheriff for

14   the required letter."

15                   The intent here was under the old rules,

16   when the process starting by companies going to their

17   local taxing bodies and then would come to the Board of

18   Commerce & Industry, that citizens would know that's

19   happening, because if the only people who know it was

20   happening were industry and elected officials, then

21   there wasn't a meaningful public process to deliberate

22   around it.  And in order to address that concern, this

23   Board adopted the provisions which started being known

24   as the "ITEP Sunshine Provision."

25                   It goes on, "LED" -- after being CC'd --
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 1   "shall post a copy -- or post a copy of the business'

 2   written request to the parish governing authority,

 3   school board and municipality for the required

 4   resolutions and the business' written request to the

 5   sheriff for the required letter on its website no later

 6   than three business days after the receipt of the

 7   request."

 8                   Now, there was, subsequent to this, an

 9   interpretation by Mr. House that this is not what it

10   appears to be, that it wasn't your intent to actually

11   have the public know what's going on, that this only

12   became relevant if there was a written request to start

13   120-day period.

14                   On the backside of this page is the

15   transcript of the deliberation that happened on February

16   21st, 2017, and it says what many of you know to be the

17   case, that the intent of this is what it looks like it

18   was, to make sure that people know an important decision

19   is going on before that decision is made.  This was not

20   adhered to in this case.  There was no posting of the

21   application.  There was no notice provided that the

22   deliberation process had started.

23                   Next, the local taxing bodies -- and

24   this is on them, not on me -- have set up a committee of

25   a formal representative of the taxing bodies that meets
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 1   in violation of public meeting laws.  It is -- doesn't

 2   provide public notice, it bars public input, and it is

 3   convened by an industry representative.  It was that

 4   body that developed the recommendation of 100-percent

 5   exemption, and nobody even knew a 100-percent exemption

 6   is still a possibility because the rules had changed it

 7   to cap at 80 percent.

 8                   Now, you and I know that there is a

 9   provision of a period of time that allows 100 percent,

10   and it folds into that exception, but there was no way

11   to know that this was even going on, much less that it

12   fell into that exception; right?  So everybody thought

13   80 percent, we can live with that.

14                   This committee meets in secret, then

15   makes a recommendation, and with 24-hours notice,

16   Driftwood LNG Industrial Tax Exemption goes on an agenda

17   for a school board and police jury.  Police jury dealt

18   with it in 45 seconds.  The school board had almost no

19   discussion about it.  There was no provision of the

20   cost.  As far as we know, the school board members never

21   even saw the analysis.  On the same day that Exxon --

22   Amazon approved HQ2 and New Yorkers flew into a rage

23   because it was 112,000 jobs, this project got approved

24   by the school board, and it's $8-million per job (sic).

25                   The Calcasieu -- it is true.  It's
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 1   $2.4-billion and 350 jobs.

 2                   The Calcasieu school board president, in

 3   his personal capacity, because there has not been time

 4   to hold a meeting, has written to you asking for you to

 5   defer it and has said that the information provided was

 6   minimal and it left out pertinent information.  It

 7   failed to include critical details.  And what he ends

 8   with is by saying, "By having a more public process, a

 9   more open process, it will end with greater support for

10   Tellurian, Driftwood LNG."

11                   We think that's the case.  We think

12   people back this project, but to approve the largest

13   exemption in state history, maybe in the country's

14   history, on this basis with a violation of your own

15   rules around Sunshine, with a violation locally around

16   public meeting law and without anybody knowing what's

17   going on is unnecessary and is going to leave a long

18   legacy of distrust around this.

19                   More than 1,000 residents have signed a

20   petition --

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Are you drawing to a close, Mr. Bagert?

23               MR. BAGERT:

24                   Yes, sir.

25                   -- expressing concern about this in a
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 1   72-hour period, and a few of those who are here today

 2   would like to talk.

 3                   Thank you.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Thank you.

 6                   Senator Thompson.

 7               MR. THOMPSON:

 8                   Just a couple questions for Mr. Bagert.

 9   You and I have had discussions about the exemptions for

10   many years, and I think y'all have done good, Together

11   Louisiana.  Not always to what I thought, but basically

12   taking another look at exemptions and how communities

13   are left, or some of them, many years back, never got

14   anything, just got the exemption.  But I made it clear

15   to you on one in Lake Providence, Louisiana, and to the

16   chairman of Commerce & Industry and others, I noticed

17   most of these names that are mentioned are below I20.

18   Matter of fact, below I10.  You don't -- I did hear

19   Concordia mentioned once, but we have very little of

20   that.  But you and I argued a point about a facility

21   that was built and back to across the levee up in East

22   Carroll Parish, and we had a disagreement, but I wanted

23   to remind you of this.  Locals wanted it, and I told you

24   that.  And I said a lot of things I would change, but

25   that's not my job.  Probably a lot of the things they
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 1   would change if they were a state senator, but that's

 2   not their job.

 3                   And I reminded you, if we did not get an

 4   exemption on this plant, it wouldn't be here in two

 5   years.  And if we didn't, that land is worth zero.  Now,

 6   you can talk about how much it's valued at and what

 7   it's -- but it's worth zero without the economic

 8   development portion in it.

 9                   So my question to you today is, the

10   locals did go through the process.  The meeting might

11   not have been as long as you would like it or I would

12   like it.  They didn't maybe go in through all of the

13   details that you thought, but you're not on that board,

14   nor I or probably anyone else on the Louisiana group.

15   What procedure did you find that was the most

16   incriminating part of it?

17               MR. BAGERT:

18                   Well, I remember the Lake Providence

19   discussion well, and two days before that meeting, I was

20   on a conference with Sister Bernie Barrett, who is a --

21   I don't know if she loves Lake Providence as much as you

22   do, but she loves it a lot.

23               MR. THOMPSON:

24                   Not as much, but pretty close.

25               MR. BAGERT:
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 1                   That's right.  A close second.

 2                   And she asked whether there was anything

 3   on there that dealt with Lake Providence, and I said no.

 4   And then that, if I remember, was in a separate part of

 5   the agenda because it was dealing with a company that

 6   had closed, and that's an unusual category for providing

 7   an exemption.

 8               MR. THOMPSON:

 9                   Right.

10               MR. BAGERT:

11                   And you went after me because what do I

12   know about Lake Providence, and I said that you scare

13   me, but not as much as Sister Bernie.  And I couldn't

14   not convey the questions and concerns, not opposition in

15   that instance.

16                   But I tell you, she just raised $50,000

17   to do community improvement in Lake Providence, so she's

18   going to want to work with you.

19                   The two things that we think provided a

20   significant and actionable basis for not providing

21   adequate or legal public notice are these:  First, this

22   Board has adopted a procedure for the rules in

23   application for this request that say the applicant

24   company starts the process by writing a letter to the

25   local entities and needs to CC LED, and within three
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 1   days, LED needs to put it on its website.

 2                   I'm fully aware and you'll hear LED

 3   staff attorneys say that doesn't say what it appears to

 4   say.  He'll say that that only comes into effect if the

 5   companies are requesting 120-day period.  I would ask

 6   you to recall your own memory and the testimony on here

 7   and what the Governor has said publicly about the intent

 8   of that.  Some of these things don't get resolved unless

 9   there's a lawsuit.  We don't have a bunch of lawyers.

10   We've just got a bunch of citizens.  But that's the

11   first, so that no public residents, no members of the

12   public had any way, even if they were inclined, had any

13   way to know that this deliberation was happening.

14                   Second, at the local level, a process

15   whereby official representatives of public bodies met

16   without public notice with industry representatives in a

17   meeting that barred the public, developed a

18   recommendation that was then acted on.  That violates

19   public meeting law, and inside of this process, you

20   can't fix that by having a subsequent meeting that

21   doesn't violate it.  If the school board members had

22   gone to Bermuda and all deliberated and come up to a

23   conclusion and then they had a second meeting that was

24   public, it wouldn't fix the fact that deliberation and

25   recommendation happened in a way that's nonpublic.
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 1                   There was a misunderstanding at the

 2   local entities' level that if it wasn't an elected

 3   official, if it was just staff, then public meeting law

 4   didn't apply.  It does apply.  There have been 21

 5   decisions by the Attorney General's office that show

 6   that any official representative of the public body

 7   representing the public body, public meeting laws apply.

 8   That was violated.  So the result is, in the largest

 9   public subsidy in American history, there was no

10   responsibility of citizens having any of the information

11   about the project before the decision was made.  That's

12   wrong.  That's illegal.  And all they're asking for is

13   60 days to have those hearings.  And then so be it.  And

14   then if it's approved just the way it is now, they can

15   take it up with their school board member, they can take

16   it up with the police jury member.  They may disagree,

17   but they won't have a claim to feel that their rights

18   were violated to know what was happening.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All right.  Thank you.

21               MR. THOMPSON:

22                   Okay.  Let me make a comment, if I

23   might, to that.  I understand that, and I had forgotten

24   how well versed you were and how much you enjoy talking

25   about this issue, but that's a good thing.
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 1                   But to answer my question specifically,

 2   the public bodies met and voted in a positive way; is

 3   that correct?

 4               MR. BAGERT:

 5                   After --

 6               MR. THOMPSON:

 7                   Yes or no?

 8               MR. BAGERT:

 9                   Yes, after having a meeting that

10   violated public meeting law and the school board

11   president had -- again, yes.

12               MR. THOMPSON:

13                   But that's not this body's or this

14   group's problem.  We take it as it comes and that those

15   public bodies did vote in favor of it; isn't that

16   correct?

17               MR. BAGERT:

18                   Your mission under Constitution is to

19   make decisions that are in the best interest of the

20   state.

21               MR. THOMPSON:

22                   Well, let us decide that.  You just

23   answer the questions about public bodies voting for it.

24               MR. BAGERT:

25                   It is within the purview of this Board's
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 1   mandate to determine whether a public process

 2   violated -- being your own public process, though, and

 3   so we do think that's a consideration.

 4               MR. THOMPSON:

 5                   Yeah.  But they did vote for it; isn't

 6   that correct?  That's the question I ask.

 7               MR. BAGERT:

 8                   They did.

 9               MR. THOMPSON:

10                   Thank you.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Mr. Jones.

13               MR. JONES:

14                   Mr. Bagert, there's information in your

15   handout that I don't find that is in your -- it may be.

16   I tried to read through it very quickly as I've just now

17   gotten it.

18                   When was the meeting of the parish held?

19   Not the committee meeting that you're referring to, but

20   the meeting itself where this was passed, what date was

21   that?

22               MR. BAGERT:

23                   November the 13th for the school board,

24   and then I'm not recalling the police jury.  Maybe it

25   was the -- do y'all know?  Sometime in November.
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 1               MR. JONES:

 2                   So it was several weeks ago?

 3               MR. BAGERT:

 4                   Yes, sir.

 5               MR. JONES:

 6                   And you knew at that time that, at least

 7   your allegations, that they violated open meetings?

 8               MR. BAGERT:

 9                   I don't think anybody knew at that time.

10   Nobody knew any of the details or even that something

11   significant had happened at that time because there

12   still was, after the meeting, all it said was the

13   Driftwood LNG exemption had been approved.

14               MR. JONES:

15                   Okay.  I'm trying to understand.  I

16   understand your allegations to be two-fold.  Number one,

17   that a clandestine meeting of government officials that

18   you believe violates the open meetings law, that's one.

19               MR. BAGERT:

20                   That's right.

21               MR. JONES:

22                   And Number 2, I thought there was

23   something about the school board -- the parish meeting

24   itself had violated open meetings.  Is that true?

25               MR. BAGERT:
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 1                   That's less clear in that they did give

 2   a notice that Driftwood LNG was on there.  They didn't

 3   provide information around it.  I'm not sure whether

 4   that violates public meetings law.  That's the kind of

 5   judgment call the court sometimes makes.

 6                   But after they acted, there was still no

 7   understanding and awareness that an exemption of this

 8   size has been approved because no information was shared

 9   publically that that meeting --

10               MR. JONES:

11                   Okay.  It was passed at a duly-called

12   meeting giving 24-hours notice of everything that was on

13   the agenda; is that correct?

14               MR. BAGERT:

15                   That's our understanding.

16               MR. JONES:

17                   Okay.  Now, the earlier meeting that you

18   you're referring to, when did you learn of that early

19   meeting?

20               MR. BAGERT:

21                   In late December -- personally, in late

22   November.

23               MR. JONES:

24                   Okay.  Late November, so it's been at

25   least a couple of weeks.  You realize that if there is
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 1   an open -- if you believe there's an open meetings

 2   violation, there's a way to resolve that by filing a

 3   lawsuit?

 4               MR. BAGERT:

 5                   A lot of the details that we found out

 6   about that meeting are from an attorney who appears to

 7   be preparing a lawsuit on just those grounds.

 8               MR. JONES:

 9                   But it's not been filed?

10                   This is my difficulty is that Number 1,

11   frankly, I've been doing municipal law for 30 years, and

12   I frankly disagree with your assessment of what the open

13   meetings law says with this issue.  I strongly disagree

14   with you.  So when you come to us and represent, you're

15   not under oath, you're coming in and making

16   representations to this Board about something that's

17   happened that we have no way of verifying, we have no

18   way of determining whether it's true or not.  You're

19   asking us to accept your word and put a stop to

20   something that local officials, as far as we are

21   concerned, has acted on, that you're wanting us to stop

22   it based on your representations of, A, what you believe

23   happened, but we don't know for sure, of what you

24   believe the law to be, that I disagree with personally.

25   I can't speak for anybody else on the Board.
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 1                   I might suggest to you, Mr. Bagert, that

 2   the right way to handle this, if you come to me and

 3   says, "We have filed suit because we believe that there

 4   is a violation," I would be much more inclined to listen

 5   to your argument, because at that point, somebody has

 6   filed something under oath before a court of law that A,

 7   B, C and D has happened.

 8               MR. BAGERT:

 9                   Well --

10               MR. JONES:

11                   I can't speak for the rest of the Board,

12   but that's my problem with what you're bringing to us

13   here.  There was plenty of time to file a lawsuit based

14   on what you've learned.  There's -- if there was a

15   citizen that felt that strongly about it, believe me, I

16   have fought open meetings lawsuits, and always there's a

17   lawyer who's willing to file them if somebody feels

18   strongly enough to get it done.

19                   So that's my struggle with what you're

20   bringing to me today.  You want me to accept what you're

21   telling me.  I hesitate on that given the fact that

22   there were lawful actions that, at least on its face,

23   from public bodies.

24               MR. BAGERT:

25                   Look, two things:  One is not everybody
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 1   can afford an attorney.  The second --

 2               MR. JONES:

 3                   Excuse me, Mr. Bagert.  Let me stop

 4   before everybody starts clapping.  When I see how much

 5   money Together Louisiana is spending in this state,

 6   there's plenty of money for Together Louisiana to hire a

 7   lawyer, I guarantee you.

 8               MR. BAGERT:

 9                   How much do you think Together Louisiana

10   is spending in this state?

11               MR. JONES:

12                   When I see the ads, somebody's paying

13   for that.  Somebody's paying for those ads in the

14   newspapers; somebody's paying for the website;

15   somebody's paying for the mailouts that go out.  So I

16   don't know.

17               MR. BAGERT:

18                   You'd be amazed.

19               MR. JONES:

20                   Apparently I would be because I know how

21   much ads in the newspapers cost.

22               MR. BAGERT:

23                   We didn't take any ads in the newspaper.

24   This was an article.

25                   The second is there's something broader
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 1   at stake than narrow legality, and it's the principle

 2   and the concept that when an important decision is made,

 3   citizens ought to have the opportunity to have access to

 4   the information that's relevant to that decision.  And

 5   even outside of the narrow legality, the questions of

 6   narrow legality that we have raised attempting in our

 7   most honest way to represent our understanding of what

 8   happened, and at the request of 1,000 residents of

 9   Calcasieu Parish, that's one question.

10                   The other is, if there's no way that

11   people can know something is happening, then they ought

12   to be given the opportunity to have a hearing, and

13   that's what they're asking for.  So I don't think it's

14   just a matter of what's legal.  It's a matter of what's

15   appropriate and what's good for the people in Calcasieu

16   and the state.

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   Thank you, Mr. Bagert.

19                   Mr. Moller.

20               MR. MOLLER:

21                   Is Mr. House available to come up?

22   Because I'm -- you know, as you stated, Mr. Chairman,

23   we're here to see -- you know, not to vote necessarily

24   on our opinion of tax exemptions, but to see if whether

25   these applicants followed the rules and the laws that
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 1   we've set up.  And I'm curious, Mr. House, on your

 2   interpretation of this Sunshine provision that we

 3   adopted, and I believe I either made the motion or

 4   seconded the motion, and I certainly remember what my

 5   intent was at the time, but I'm curious how you

 6   interpret it because what I have before me, it says,

 7   "LED shall post a copy of the business's written request

 8   on its website no later than three business days after

 9   receipt of the request."  Was that followed?  Did LED do

10   that, do you know?  And what is your understanding of

11   the intent?

12               MR. HOUSE:

13                   That statute -- I'm sorry.  That rule,

14   which is available to companies under its plain

15   language, which is available to companies who have not

16   been able to secure a hearing before a local group,

17   before a local entity, and it provides for a 120-day

18   period in which a local entity has to act.  And this is

19   under the 2017 approval process.

20               MR. MOLLER:

21                   Does this fall under the 2017 process?

22               MR. HOUSE:

23                   Yes, it does, and -- but, Mr. Moller, as

24   you know, at that particular meeting, we were discussing

25   this 120-day process, and this particular -- I've never
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 1   heard it called the "Sunshine Act."  It wasn't called

 2   that at the meeting.  I remember Mr. Jones making a

 3   number of comments at the point -- at that point in

 4   time, and I also made a point in time that this referred

 5   -- made a comment at this point in time that this

 6   referred to the 120-day provision.

 7                   This particular rule has been followed

 8   twice or has been invoked twice, once by a company in

 9   Orleans Parish and another time by a company in Caddo

10   Parish, and in both instances, they had not secured or

11   been able to secure a hearing on their request for an

12   exemption under the 2017 rules, and the companies have

13   to have that request for an exemption.

14               MR. MOLLER:

15                   So they came to you after they couldn't

16   secure that hearing?

17               MR. HOUSE:

18                   They filed their notice under this

19   particular provision because that's what it was designed

20   for, and then when they filed that request or that

21   notice, that notice was published in accordance with

22   what you call the "Sunshine Act."

23                   There have been now, since under the

24   2017 rules, there have been a large number of

25   contracts -- I'd have to go back and count them -- where
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 1   nobody followed that notice provision because that

 2   notice provision wasn't applicable.  The companies were

 3   able to go before local governing bodies, secure the

 4   notice from the local governing bodies and get heard,

 5   have hearings.  And then those local governing bodies

 6   provided us with Exhibit B, as is the case here.

 7                   So this particular applicant followed

 8   the same process that probably 50 to 100 other

 9   applicants have followed in getting their contract

10   approved.  There was no objection at that time, no

11   invocation of some type of "Sunshine Act."

12                   So that's my answer to your question.

13               MR. MOLLER:

14                   Okay.

15               MR. HOUSE:

16                   And let me just add one other thing

17   while I'm here and it's fresh on everybody's mind

18   regarding the statement about Together Louisiana and

19   money.  Last year in Ascension Parish there was a

20   controversy about whether or not the city council or

21   parish council gave appropriate notice.  Together

22   Louisiana filed a lawsuit against Ascension Parish and

23   there was a hearing.  My recollection, I believe it was

24   ultimately settled by the parties, but, Mr. Jones, I

25   just wanted to make sure everyone knew that because that

0046

 1   wasn't the answer you just got.

 2               MR. MOLLER:

 3                   Okay.  I guess my second question, I

 4   don't know if it's for you or Mr. Bagert, but if the

 5   question here is whether to grant a -- to defer this

 6   until February, if this is deferred, what's the

 7   recourse, like what could potentially be different in

 8   February than today?

 9               MR. HOUSE:

10                   Well, I think as a matter of how this

11   board conducts itself, Number 1, I don't know that

12   there's any pending motion before the Board right now to

13   defer anything.

14               MR. MOLLER:

15                   No, but that's the request.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   There is no motion.

18               MR. HOUSE:

19                   There is no motion before the Board,

20   Mr. Moller, so in terms of a hypothetical motion or a

21   hypothetical consideration of this, the advice -- and

22   you guys are the Board members.  I'm just giving you

23   some advice here -- is that you -- in the 2017 rules,

24   you set up a way to operate.  You set that up with the

25   2018 rules.  I do believe that you have Exhibit Bs, and
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 1   Tam Bourgeois, Executive Counsel of LED, can give you

 2   the history of Exhibit Bs and the Board meetings and the

 3   information that we have regarding the procedures that

 4   went forth at the local level.  And you can give as much

 5   weight as you want to or don't want to with respect to

 6   that, but I believe that, you know, that's a matter of

 7   your judgment, but I would ask you to take that into

 8   consideration and that if -- you know, and take into

 9   consideration the entirety of what you're considering

10   here in terms of the exemption and make the best

11   decision that you can.

12                   But the idea that, Number 1, there

13   hasn't been public notice or public bodies haven't met

14   is dispelled by the documentation.  I believe it's in

15   your packet.  But, again, that's up for you to decide.

16   I mean, if you read these Exhibit Bs and these

17   resolutions from these bodies and you don't want to

18   believe them, then maybe you don't want to believe that

19   9/11 happened, I don't know, but that's up to you.

20   You're a Board member.  So take into account those

21   things that you have before you and what they are, and

22   take into account -- I do believe notice is very

23   important.  I do believe that what happens is important.

24   But take a look at what you have in your file and make

25   your determination.  I think this Board can interpret
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 1   its own rules.

 2               MR. MOLLER:

 3                   Well, for the record, I do believe that

 4   9/11 happened, but I also believe there are 1,000

 5   citizens of Calcasieu Parish who don't believe that

 6   they've had adequate input into this process.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Thank you, Mr. Moller.

 9                   Senator Chabert.

10               MR. CHABERT:

11                   Thank you.  I don't know if Mr. Bagert

12   wants to come back up or what.  I don't necessarily know

13   if I have any questions or comments for the gentleman.

14                   There's a lot of numbers being tossed

15   around, and I just want to make sure that I give

16   adequate representation to some of the other factors.

17                   Some of the issues that this Board has

18   to analyze is return on investment.  This is the Board

19   of Commerce & Industry.  What is the value of the

20   investment that is before us?  It's a $15-billion

21   investment of which the opponents are talking about,

22   that $2-billion exemption.  There's 350 jobs associated

23   with this project; okay, that are permanent.  Ain't

24   going no where.  It's going to be there in, as we say

25   down in the bayou, "temps toute de la terre" (sic), as

0049

 1   long as there it shall last.  All right.  They there.

 2   All right.  And there's another 6,400 construction jobs

 3   associated with that for a total salary of over

 4   $31-million.  The average construction job salary is

 5   going to be somewhere around $83,000.  They going to be

 6   building that plant for a long time.  Those jobs in that

 7   community; okay, the average salary on those jobs, 350

 8   of them, $95,000 a year.  $95,000 a year.  That's

 9   strong, y'all.  That's a heck of a deal.

10                   I don't serve on the Calcasieu Parish

11   School Board.  I don't know -- you know, I do know that

12   it's one of largest school boards in the state.  I think

13   there's something along the lines like 11 or 15 members

14   on it, where the average school board in the State of

15   Louisiana is nine.  For those of you who do not know, I

16   am also the Chairman of the Senate Natural Resources

17   Committee, so this is an area that I have particular

18   involvement with.  The Driftwood LNG project, the

19   Tellurian Group, have been advancing this project for

20   literally years.  There has been so much community

21   outreach about this project, you can't -- and I don't

22   mean this in any way, shape or form to anyone here or on

23   this list as disrespectfully.  Okay.  I respect citizen

24   participation.  I mean, I voted for every Sunshine law

25   since I've been in office.  I am for it.  My father was
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 1   a teacher.  I get the impact that some of these

 2   exemptions, how they hit school boards and local

 3   governments and whatnot.  However; all right, there's

 4   over 200,000 people in Calcasieu Parish and growing.  It

 5   is literally the fastest growing market in the State of

 6   Louisiana in the Southern region and one of fastest

 7   growing in the country.  What's going on there is world

 8   renowned.  Okay?

 9                   And, again, I'm going to say this

10   with -- I mean no disrespect.  It's really hard to live

11   where y'all live and not know about this project.

12   Everyone is talking about it, and have been.  The

13   Chamber of Commerce laud this project.  The Southwest

14   Economic Development Alliance lauds this project.  Not

15   to mention, the same people who brought you Cheniere

16   Energy, that amazing transformational project that is

17   being lauded worldwide as the first LNG export facility,

18   they got bought out, and you know what they did?  They

19   started a new company called Tellurian.  Okay?  And are

20   doing -- they're trying to replicate the successes that

21   they had with Cheniere Energy.  And all of y'all that

22   are working in Calcasieu and the Cameron area, all of

23   that area, that know what kind of economic boom it has

24   been, the construction that's going on, the retail

25   investment, the improvements to schools, salary
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 1   increases across the board, that was because of Cheniere

 2   Energy.  And then you've got Tellurian coming right

 3   behind it, and then you have another one.

 4                   I know a lot of you around here aren't

 5   familiar with the FERC process.  That's the permitting

 6   process federally that these people have to go through.

 7   It's minimum nine, 15 months.  And they're still going

 8   through it.  They're not even approved yet.  So there's

 9   ample information out there for anyone, including all of

10   the members of the school board, all of the members of

11   the parish government, the sheriffs, the respective

12   council person; okay, certainly the legislative

13   delegation, the state economic development authority,

14   and again the Southwest Economic Alliance.  It's not

15   like information on there isn't out there.  But I

16   understand what y'all are saying about whether or not

17   the benefit is there and should citizens have been

18   informed.  We appreciate that.  However, that's not our

19   job.  Okay?

20                   I totally agree with what my colleague

21   said about disputing Mr. Bagert's question about whether

22   or not that was even operating in an illegal way about

23   the public meeting law, I don't know if I agree with

24   that at all.  And then I totally think that probably a

25   lawsuit should be filed if that is the due course, but
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 1   that isn't our job.

 2                   So I don't know if Mr. Bagert wants to

 3   say anything or -- and, look, I respect the heck out of

 4   him.  And he comes before -- I know a lot of you, this

 5   is your first meeting, but he comes in every meeting and

 6   defends the citizens of our state, and that's a good

 7   thing.

 8               MR. BAGERT:

 9                   Only to clarify that you refer to me and

10   the others here as opponents of this project.

11               MR. CHABERT:

12                   I don't know if I said opponents, and I

13   may have.  I don't want it to be --

14               MR. BAGERT:

15                   And really as matter of clarification,

16   the request is for a deferral till the next meeting so

17   that they can have a process that feels like they had

18   the basic information and were able to discuss it and

19   don't have a sort of -- you know, there's a lot of

20   people that have come to feel like our politics are

21   rigged.  There's a lot of people in Calcasieu who feels

22   like this was rigged, and 60 days would address that and

23   then we're all right back on track.

24                   They knew Driftwood existed.  They

25   didn't know about the exemption, the size, the scale of
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 1   it, and they just want to be able to have a public

 2   process with their public officials and then take it up

 3   in two months.  There's not opposition from Together

 4   Louisiana or, as far as we know, the 1,000 people on

 5   that petition to the project.  It's asking for a

 6   deferral to have a public process.

 7               MR. CHABERT:

 8                   Understood and respected.

 9                   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Thank you, Senator Chabert.

12                   Dr. Wilson.

13               DR. S. WILSON:

14                   I was just going to point out for my

15   peer, Senator Chabert, Mr. House asked us to go back and

16   look at the Exhibit, and I just wanted to share with the

17   public what we look at here is a resolution that was

18   unanimous by the school board.  So I have to trust the

19   local elected officials that the citizens have voted

20   for, and I would echo the Senator's comments.  I don't

21   know, going through several processes, whether it's

22   environmental process or others, where we delay and

23   expect a different alternative, and I think those delays

24   can be very complicated and very impactful, particularly

25   when you're talking about $15-billion of investment.
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 1   And I met just this week with other entities in the same

 2   business looking to get their final investment decision

 3   sooner than later, and I think those delays only

 4   complicate that process as well as others.

 5                   So for the public to know, all of the

 6   exhibit and supports we see are from a unanimous school

 7   board, as well as support from the sheriff and others

 8   that are in this package, and that's what we have to

 9   base our decisions on.  So my opinion at this point is I

10   don't see the value in the delay and would welcome to

11   hear other comments from the citizens that would like to

12   speak.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Thank you, Dr. Wilson.

15                   I believe we have two others that want

16   to speak to this item.  Again, if the audience can keep

17   applause down, that would be good, and if you can

18   keep -- and not repeat what's been said before, that

19   would be really good.

20               MS. GRAVES:

21                   Absolutely.  My name is Georgina Graves,

22   I'm --

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Ms. Graves, can you pull the mic a

25   little closer?

0055

 1               MS. GRAVES:

 2                   I have a sweet voice.  I'm sorry.

 3                   My name is Georgina Graves.  I'm from

 4   Sulphur, Louisiana.  I pride myself on being very active

 5   in our community.

 6                   Unfortunately, I was unaware of the

 7   motion to pass the LNG tax exemption, and nobody is

 8   against it.  What we are against is the exclusion of the

 9   public word.  And everybody wants to have this.  We are

10   definitely, like you said earlier, a booming town.  We

11   have advancements happening left and right, but on

12   several of the things, we had Calcasieu Parish School

13   Board, on their agenda posted online, did have a motion

14   to talk about LNG, but with this motion, no documents

15   were provided for the public to see, nor online or at

16   the meeting itself, and they were denied public comment.

17                   Now, I know this is a problem that

18   should be taken up with ur school board, and believe me,

19   that we have.  But what I'm trying to implore upon you

20   is not that we are against this, but is by not delaying

21   this, you are setting a standard that you could

22   fasttrack and ignore your constituents, have a

23   separate -- they set aside a separate tax authority to

24   thwart the engagement of the public and then made, you

25   know, sidebar conclusions without engaging us, which is
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 1   wrong.  And if we're just going to come back to the same

 2   conclusion that Driftwood gets accepted in 60 days, then

 3   so be it, but you're going to force the conversation

 4   with the constituents, which is ideally and

 5   altruistically how it's supposed to be; right?  That's

 6   all we're asking, because you're going to help set the

 7   standard that stuff like this will not rest, that it is

 8   unacceptable of any elected official, because I would

 9   hope that each of you would hear the concerns of anyone

10   that came to you, and that's not what's happening here.

11                   Thank you.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Thank you.

14                   Ma'am, I believe we have one more.

15   Sorry Senator.

16                   Mr. Briggs.

17               MR. BRIGGS:

18                   This project is absolutely enormous.  It

19   is a blessing for our state and for those in Calcasieu

20   and that part of the state that we have such a project.

21   And the last thing we want to ever do is have that

22   project be moved across the river, the other side of the

23   State of Louisiana.

24                   Now, you know, I agree with -- I believe

25   we voted on it.  I have family in that area, and there
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 1   are so many special projects going on in Calcasieu

 2   Parish and that part of the state, and the state is

 3   reaping the benefits from it.  So is that whole area.

 4   And even when this one was being developed and voted on

 5   and things like that, that I even talked to some of my

 6   family there, but there's so many wonderful projects

 7   already, and this is one of those very special ones as

 8   jobs that keep on giving, revenue that keeps on giving.

 9   It doesn't get any better than that.  We're fortunate to

10   have it.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Thank you, Mr. Briggs.

13                   Mr. Jones.

14               MR. JONES:

15                   I think it's real important for all of

16   the citizens to know, not just of Calcasieu Parish, but

17   everywhere, is a group of people came to this Board,

18   including the Governor, and said, "We want the locals to

19   have a voice," and we went through a great deal of

20   process to ensure that locals have a voice.  We put

21   rules in place to make sure locals have a voice.

22   However, we cannot become the policemen to make sure

23   that the locals are doing it right.  We have to, at some

24   level, let locals be locals.  You've asked for the right

25   to go to them and make your arguments, and if your
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 1   locals, if you feel like your locals aren't doing it

 2   right, and, as you said, ma'am, you need to bring it up

 3   with them.

 4               MS. GRAVES:

 5                   We have.

 6               MR. JONES:

 7                   But we -- I understand.  Just one second

 8   and you'll speak as long as Mr. Windham lets you.

 9                   But the difficulty you're putting -- by

10   asking what you're asking, the difficulty you're putting

11   on this Board is that then, in the future, every time

12   someone doesn't like what the locals have chosen, they

13   can come to this Board and say, "Wait a minute.  They

14   didn't dot this 'i'.  They didn't cross that 't.'  Y'all

15   need to defer and let us have another shot at the

16   locals."  And I Frankly don't want this Board to be put

17   in that situation.

18                   If when the board sends us their

19   certified copies of their decisions, that needs to be

20   what we rely on.  And if you as citizens don't like the

21   way your boards handle it, I think that's where your

22   recourse is.  Not this Board.

23                   Thank you.

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Thank you, Mr. Jones.
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 1                   Ma'am.

 2               MS. AMES:

 3                   I've been waiting to speak, because I

 4   just want to make it short, sweet --

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Please state your name.

 7               MS. AMES:

 8                   My name is Heather Ames.  I am a journey

 9   wireman from Lake Charles, Louisiana in Calcasieu

10   Parish, which means that I am a construction worker.

11   There's a large possibility that I will work on this

12   project, and I do not make $95,00 a year.

13                   But I'm not debating on -- I want you to

14   understand that these projects are my bread and butter.

15   This is how I make my money.  I know exactly what it

16   means.

17                   Now, the only debates that I have is

18   they already bought the land.  They're not moving, you

19   know.  And $2-million, this is a national conversation.

20   Okay?  We're not asking to have permission to come up

21   here and just cry whenever things don't go our way.

22                   It's obvious to me, it should be obvious

23   to everyone else, that there was some gray areas, some

24   miscommunications about the law, about the "Sunshine"

25   rules, and these were recently implemented, and this
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 1   also applies to our local officials.  I'm asking for a

 2   90-day extension for us to get the legalities of this to

 3   find out what exactly needs to happen.  Honestly, I hope

 4   that it passes.  I hope to get it, but I'm still here

 5   because what I'm afraid is that if we don't trust our

 6   local officials, at what point are citizens going to

 7   show up and vote zero, zero, zero and deny tax

 8   exemptions because they feel that there's something

 9   fraudulent going on.  That would hurt me financially.

10   That would hurt my area.  That would hurt everything

11   about it.

12                   I'm asking for 90 days that we have this

13   clarified, that we get our local officials on board so

14   that we don't ever have to worry about this again, that

15   we have input and we're properly represented.

16                   I'm an electrician.  Y'all, y'all know

17   the laws; y'all know the rules.  I'm not an accountant,

18   and whenever they have a meeting that discusses the

19   analysis of these dollars, I trust that somebody who

20   professionally handles numbers is going to say, "This

21   means this.  This means this," just like you're doing

22   today with the law, your perception of what you believe

23   and what you stand it.  I should have privy to those

24   numbers and to that meeting, and the fact that we were

25   not allowed that information and had to read in the
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 1   paper that $2-billion was gone, people are very upset.

 2   And I want 90 days to just funnel this down, stop it,

 3   end it, and that here on out, that we make the best

 4   decisions for Calcasieu Parish and the residents feel

 5   like we're making the best decisions for Calcasieu

 6   Parish.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Thank you, ma'am.

 9                   Representative Devillier.

10               MR. DEVILLIER:

11                   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

12                   Now, Ms. Heather, where do you come up

13   with $2-billion?

14               MS. AMES:

15                   The tax exemptions, the incentives, it

16   was over $2-billion and forgone revenue.

17               MR. DEVILLIER:

18                   Okay.  I'm looking at 283-million.

19               MS. AMES:

20                   Okay.  Well, maybe if I had the

21   documentation that they decided in that private meeting,

22   I might know a little bit better and have the numbers to

23   give you, sir.

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Representative Devillier, that's the
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 1   first year.

 2               MR. DEVILLIER:

 3                   Okay.  That's what I'm just trying to

 4   figure out where you --

 5               MS. AMES:

 6                   Me too.  Me too, babe.  Ninety days,

 7   we'll get it figured out.

 8               MR. DEVILLIER:

 9                   Thank you, Ms. Heather.

10                   Are you for this project?

11               MS. AMES:

12                   I'm absolutely for this project because,

13   like I said, I will be working on it one way or another

14   at some point, yes.

15               MR. DEVILLIER:

16                   So you're for it?

17               MS. AMES:

18                   Yes.  We all are.

19               MR. DEVILLIER:

20                   Thank you.  I don't have any other

21   questions.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Thank you.

24                   All right.  Is there any further

25   discussion on either of the two items that are before us
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 1   for approval?

 2               (No response.)

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Is there a motion?

 5                   Mr. Miller has made the motion to

 6   approve; second by Mr. Slone.

 7                   All in favor -- substitute by

 8   Mr. Moller.

 9                   Please state your substitute.

10               MR. MOLLER:

11                   I would make a substitute motion to

12   defer this until the February meeting.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   All right.  There's an objection to that

15   made by Representative Devillier.

16                   Is there a second on the substitute

17   motion?

18                   Second on the substitute?  On the

19   substitute?

20               MR. MILLER:

21                   No, I do not.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   No.

24                   Is there a second on the substitute

25   motion?
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 1               MS. BAKER:

 2                   I'll second it.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Ms. Baker seconds the motion.

 5                   We'll have a vote.

 6                   Is there any discussion on the

 7   substitute motion by the Board members?

 8               (No response.)

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   There's a substitute motion to defer

11   until the February meeting.  It's been made by

12   Mr. Moller; seconded by Ms. Baker.

13               MR. CHABERT:

14                   Point of clarification.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Question by Senator Chabert.

17               MR. CHABERT:

18                   What happens should Mr. Moller's

19   substitute motion pass?  What are the ramifications of

20   that?  I think it would be important for the Board to

21   understand the ramifications of should this happen,

22   should his substitute motion be approved.  Can someone

23   from staff --

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   I will have staff to tell you
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 1   specifically.

 2               MS. BOURGEOIS:

 3                   I mean, as far as the Board is

 4   concerned, it's simply deferred until February and we

 5   just see what happens between now and February when it

 6   comes back to the Board at that point.  We can't

 7   anticipate what might happen at a local level between

 8   now and then.

 9               MR. CHABERT:

10                   Right.  And I'm realizing that -- I

11   don't know if you've heard from anybody from Tellurian

12   on this or Driftwood, so if -- they are present, and

13   we're about to take votes and we hadn't even heard from.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Is there a representative from Driftwood

16   with us?

17                   Please step forward, identify yourself

18   and answer any questions that may be posed.

19               MR. FRENCH:

20                   My name is Jason French, Vice President

21   of Government and Public Affairs for Tellurian,

22   developer of the Driftwood LNG project.  Thank you, Mr.

23   Chairman, and members of the Board for inviting me to

24   the table.

25                   Deferral, as the motion that's before
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 1   you, would be very problematic.  I'm not an attorney; I

 2   don't claim to be one, and I don't believe this is the

 3   venue to necessarily be litigating the issues that

 4   Mr. Bagert has raised, but there are a couple things I

 5   can tell you.  I have been involved with this project

 6   since the beginning.  As to Senator Chabert's point,

 7   we've done extensive outreach to the local community and

 8   local elected officials and body that consider this

 9   resolution that you have before you, the resolutions

10   that were, I will point out, again, voted on

11   unanimously.

12                   I won't spend time going into the legal

13   situation, but what I will tell you is that uncertainty,

14   to your question, Senator Chabert, the deferral would

15   create significant uncertainty for us.  It would send a

16   message to the industry that this process, the

17   Industrial Tax Exemption process, which is an important

18   part of the partnership, the public/private partnership,

19   that's causing this transformative change in Southwest

20   Louisiana and really across Louisiana.  It would create

21   uncertainty in that process, because I can tell you that

22   we followed the process.  We submitted the required

23   data.

24                   And I would like to just, if you give me

25   a moment, I would like to credit Mr. Bagert and his
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 1   organization.  I think the scrutiny that they've brought

 2   to the ITEP program and many of the changes that have

 3   come about because of the discussion around the ITEP

 4   program have been positive ones.  And one of most

 5   positive changes that were brought about was the local

 6   input.  These are local tax dollars.  So I do commend

 7   them and the work that they've done to help bring about

 8   that change.

 9                   We respect the local process.  We went

10   through the local process.  After two years of

11   discussions and after public notice in every one of the

12   meetings where a vote was taken on this project

13   unanimously, the elected officials supported us.

14                   To now defer when we have followed that

15   process, I think textbook to what the Governor

16   envisioned when the changes to ITEP were made and what

17   this Board envisioned, would send a message of

18   uncertainty to us as a company, to the industry, to our

19   customers and partners who are looking as we near final

20   investment decision and make a final decision to

21   actually locate this project in Louisiana.  It would

22   create a climate of uncertainty that I don't think this

23   Board wants to send into the industry, to our company,

24   and I think it sends a message to the local officials

25   that their opinions aren't being respected as this
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 1   process intended through the ITEP changes.

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Thank you, Mr. French.

 4                   Are there any questions for Mr. French?

 5               MR. CHABERT:

 6                   Mr. French, when you went through the

 7   process, how many other entities that have to, by law,

 8   engage and sign off on this project have y'all had

 9   discussions with?

10               MR. FRENCH:

11                   So in our situation, we're an

12   unincorporated area of Calcasieu Parish just south of

13   Carlyss, so it'd be the police jury, the school board

14   and sheriff's office.

15               MR. CHABERT:

16                   And did the sheriffs approve this, the

17   sheriff's office?

18               MR. FRENCH:

19                   Yes.

20               MR. CHABERT:

21                   And you said the parish council?

22               MR. FRENCH:

23                   The police jury.

24               MR. CHABERT:

25                   I still forget that some parishes around

0069

 1   the state are on the jury system, which is -- where the

 2   two parishes that I represent, Terrebonne and Lafourche,

 3   we have a consolidated government, and it's a

 4   district-type of government where you like to think that

 5   everybody kind of tries to hold hands and do things for

 6   the betterment of the parish, whereas a police jury

 7   system is very district specific.  Your representatives

 8   and the police jury are very focused, not necessarily on

 9   the whole so much as some of the individual parts.  So

10   it's -- I would say it's even more difficult to pass

11   something through a police jury as opposed to a

12   consolidated government parish council.

13                   And they voted unanimously; right?

14               MR. FRENCH:

15                   Right.

16               MR. CHABERT:

17                   And then the school board voted

18   unanimously?

19               MR. FRENCH:

20                   Yes.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Thank you, Senator Chabert.

23                   Mr. Slone.

24               MR. SLONE:

25                   I was just going to ask, the
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 1   requirements have been met based upon what we're

 2   supposed to do, so, you know, for us to consider

 3   deferring would be going against the process that's

 4   already been in place.  I've looked at the Exhibit B's,

 5   and everything's been met, the requirements have been

 6   met, so I don't think we should be trying to defer this.

 7   The fight is a local fight.

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Thank you, Mr. Slone.

10                   Mr. Moller.

11               MR. MOLLER:

12                   I just want to be clear, I'm not opposed

13   to this project at all.  My concern is -- nor do I want

14   to substitute my judgment for the locals, but the

15   president of the school board sent us a letter saying he

16   didn't think that they were furnished with enough

17   information before they made their decision, and so my

18   concern is, you know, if we had just a little bit more

19   time.  Like you said, this project has been in the works

20   for several years and there's been a lot of input.

21   Explain specifically what does an extra 90 days do you?

22   You mentioned uncertainty.

23               MR. FRENCH:

24                   So our project is in a sensitive time in

25   that we are coming up on our final FERC process to get
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 1   our permits from FERC to allow us to move forward to

 2   site build and operate this facility.  That is a key

 3   part.  Someone on the Board referenced earlier the

 4   process that we go through in permitting this.  That's

 5   extensive; that's coming.

 6                   We are talking.  We are certainly

 7   commercializing this project.  You see announcements

 8   about the LNG projects in the newspaper and across the

 9   news.  We are commercializing our project and talking to

10   customers and investing partners in our project.  This

11   would change and create some significant uncertainty for

12   those partners as we're moving forward, and we need to

13   get the final investment decision to make this

14   investment in Louisiana.

15                   You know, the Amazon headquarters thing

16   has been mentioned, but the fact is, this is -- we do

17   not have a final decision here.  Is it competing with

18   two cities against one another?  Not necessarily, but it

19   is Louisiana competing against itself.  Right now we

20   have made a preliminary decision to site in Louisiana.

21   We need to make a final investment decision, and the

22   Industrial Tax Exemption is a key part of that calculus

23   and we're moving very closely to that final investment

24   decision.

25               MR. MOLLER:
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 1                   But you've already bought the land;

 2   correct?

 3               MR. FRENCH:

 4                   We have acquired the land, but acquiring

 5   the land is a minuscule amount of a 15.9-billion

 6   project.

 7               MR. MOLLER:

 8                   I understand that.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   A little order, please.

11                   Mr. Moller, anything else?

12               MR. MOLLER:

13                   No.  I guess my only concern is I think

14   if we just -- if we push this back 90 days and allowed

15   for that input, it would set -- you know, we talked

16   about setting a precedent, and I want to set a positive

17   precedent that when these types of projects of this

18   kind, of size and scope are approved -- and I don't

19   think anybody opposes it.  I haven't heard a single

20   person say they oppose this -- that the public process,

21   especially at the local level, is done in as open and

22   transparent level and way as possible.  So, again, I'm

23   not trying to kill this project in any way.  I'm just

24   hoping we can...

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   All right.  Thank you.

 2                   Ms. Tam.  Ms. Bourgeois.

 3               MS. BOURGEOIS:

 4                   Tam Bourgeois from LED.

 5                   Just as a couple points of information

 6   for the Board.  Number 1, just to address one of the

 7   allegations, based upon our information, the committee

 8   that looks at the applications before they're presented

 9   to the local public bodies are not made up of local

10   officials.  They're made up on local economic

11   development staff.  So I just wanted to make that point.

12                   And, also, this is not the first

13   Calcasieu Parish project to come through the Board under

14   the 2017 rules.  They have done -- you know, Calcasieu

15   has been very responsible, we have found, in how they

16   carried out their duty with regard to the new rules, and

17   so this is not the first time that a Calcasieu

18   application has been presented to you and they weren't

19   changed in the past.  So just wanted to make those

20   points.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Thank you.

23                   All right.  There's a substitute motion

24   on the floor.  I'm sorry.  Senator.

25               MR. THOMPSON:
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 1                   I wanted to compliment Together

 2   Louisiana on making us take a real close look on all of

 3   these statewide.  But my concern is, as it was earlier

 4   today, if the locals have done it, and even if you get a

 5   letter from the school board saying, "Well, we'd like

 6   some additional information," I know many times that

 7   this body, over 40-something years of service, I'd like

 8   to go back and have another shot at the apple or do

 9   something differently, but I think it's our

10   responsibility to not cause maybe dissension -- more

11   dissension in the community, but follow the rules.

12                   If locals are for it, I hate to make a

13   substitute motion to or support one that would put it

14   off if we see no great changes.  If somebody can tell me

15   other than, "I'd like to defeat it," but they've already

16   had that discussion.

17                   And if they've done something illegal,

18   if they've done something out of line, I'm sure that

19   somebody's going to file suit or do something, but I

20   think it's our responsibility to make these companies or

21   corporations work for the locals.  And but I wanted to

22   make that clear, and if you have anything that you

23   disagree that's the LED or the other speakers, I'd like

24   to hear it right now, that's different from what we've

25   talked about.
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 1               MR. FRENCH:

 2                   I appreciate all of your comments.  The

 3   only thing I would clarify is that while there is a

 4   letter that's been put before you today, that was from

 5   an individual citizen who happens to serve on the school

 6   board.  That was not the school board itself.  The

 7   school board met 60 hours ago and had the opportunity to

 8   reconsider the resolution -- there was significant

 9   pressure to do so -- and chose not to.  So I think -- I

10   don't want anyone on this Board to feel that the school

11   board has suddenly turned against this project.

12               MR. THOMPSON:

13                   I got you.  And that sounded like that

14   was the school board, but I'm glad you clarified that.

15                   Is there anymore clarification that we

16   need to know about from LED?

17               MS. BOURGEOIS:

18                   No, sir.  We've presented you with what

19   we think you need to consider this application.

20               MR. THOMPSON:

21                   Okay.  Thank you.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Thank you, Senator.

24                   Senator Chabert.

25               MR. CHABERT:
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 1                   Thank you.  That was my question,

 2   Senator Thompson hit it, was the letter I had before me

 3   explicitly says, "Acting in my personal capacity as a

 4   resident."

 5                   My question is -- "and not as the parish

 6   president" -- I mean, excuse me -- "the school board

 7   president."

 8                   My question is, did the gentleman, this

 9   member, vote for this prior?

10               MR. FRENCH:

11                   He did.

12               MR. CHABERT:

13                   So he previously voted for it, and then

14   is sending a letter for -- that's -- no further

15   questions.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Dr. Wilson.

18               DR. S. WILSON:

19                   I was just going to make the same

20   statement, that I think the school board member, if he

21   voted unanimously, we have to accept his official vote

22   in that capacity as a public official, and so I know the

23   gentleman -- and, again, the letter is not signed, and

24   so I just have to take it on face value.  I don't

25   disagree with the opinions that folks have expressed as
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 1   to their concerns, but it's not our place to fix that.

 2   And I think delaying will just leave us in an open

 3   window with no obligation to act on any other party

 4   because they've already acted, and so it just puts us in

 5   a holding pattern and I think it does more damage than

 6   good.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Thank you, Dr. Wilson.

 9                   With that, we have a substitute motion

10   on the floor; it's been seconded.  It's been objected

11   to, so we will have a rollcall.  The motion is to

12   defer -- Mr. Moller, you want to state your motion

13   again?

14               MR. MOLLER:

15                   Is to defer to the February meeting.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Which is 60 days-ish.

18               MR. MOLLER:

19                   Sixty, yeah, February 27th.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   All right it's been objected to, so now

22   we need a rollcall vote.  Ms. Simmons.

23               MR. CHABERT:

24                   Which way, what happens?

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   I'm sorry.  If you vote for the motion,

 2   this application will be deferred until February.  If

 3   you vote against the motion, we will proceed with the

 4   original motion to approve both of these applications,

 5   Driftwood LNG and HR Nu Blu Energy, LLC.

 6                   Ms. Simmons.

 7               MS. SIMMONS:

 8                   Dr. Wilson.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Wait.  I've got to turn it on.

11               MS. SIMMONS:

12                   Okay.  Dr. Wilson.

13               DR. S. WILSON:

14                   I'm usually at end of the rollcall, but

15   my vote is not to defer.  No.

16               MS. SIMMONS:

17                   Don Briggs.

18               MR. BRIGGS:

19                   No.

20               MS. SIMMONS:

21                   Representative Devillier.

22               MR. DEVILLIER:

23                   No.

24               MS. SIMMONS:

25                   Ms. Baker.
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 1   MS. BAKER:

 2       Yes.

 3   MS. SIMMONS:

 4       Mayor Glenn Brasseaux.

 5   MAYOR BRASSEAUX:

 6       No.

 7   MS. SIMMONS:

 8       Representative Paul Hollis.

 9   MR. HOLLIS:

10       No.

11   MS. SIMMONS:

12       Major Coleman.

13   MAJOR COLEMAN:

14       No.

15   MS. SIMMONS:

16       Rickey Fabra.

17   MR. FABRA:

18       No.

19   MS. SIMMONS:

20       Manuel Fajardo.

21   MR. FAJARDO:

22       No.

23   MS. SIMMONS:

24       Jerald Jones.

25   (No response.)
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 1   MS. SIMMONS:

 2       Heather Malone.

 3   MS. MALONE:

 4       No.

 5   MS. SIMMONS:

 6       Senator Francis Thompson.

 7   MR. THOMPSON:

 8       No.

 9   MS. SIMMONS:

10       Mr. Miller.

11   MR. MILLER:

12       No.

13   MS. SIMMONS:

14       Jan Moller.

15   MR. MOLLER:

16       Yes.

17   MS. SIMMONS:

18       Senator Chabert.

19   MR. CHABERT:

20       No.

21   MS. SIMMONS:

22       Secretary Don Pierson.

23   SECRETARY PIERSON:

24       No.

25   MS. SIMMONS:
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 1                   Ronnie Slone.

 2               MR. SLONE:

 3                   No.

 4               MS. SIMMONS:

 5                   Bobby Williams.

 6               MR. WILLIAMS:

 7                   No.

 8               MS. SIMMONS:

 9                   Steve Windham.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   No.

12               MS. SIMMONS:

13                   We have two yes and 17 no.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All right.  So the motion to defer

16   fails.

17                   Now we have a motion on the floor to

18   approve the two, and I believe it was made by Mr. Robbie

19   Miller and seconded by Dr. Wilson.

20                   Any further discussion on the motion to

21   approve these two applications?

22               (No response.)

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

25               (Several members respond "aye.")
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   All opposed with a "nay."

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Motion carries.

 6                   Thank you, Ms. Cheng.

 7               MS. CHENG:

 8                   We need to approve HR Nu Blu Energy as

 9   well.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   The motion was to approve both of them.

12               MS. CHENG:

13                   Oh, for both.  Okay.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   To approve both of them.

16                   All right.  Please proceed.

17               MS. CHENG:

18                   We have 14 post-Executive Order 2018

19   rule applications:  20180149, Diversified Foods &

20   Seasonings is requesting to defer until February.

21   Diversified Foods is requesting to defer till February.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   All right.  Is there a motion to allow

24   for the deferral of Diversified Foods?

25                   Made by Mr. Slone; second by Ms. Malone.
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 1                   Any discussion?

 2               (No response.)

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 5               (Several members respond "aye.")

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   All opposed with a "nay."

 8               (No response.)

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Motion carries.

11               MS. CHENG:

12                   There was also a request by Exxon Mobil

13   Corp to withdraw two of their applications:  20161912

14   and 20161913.  So those are being withdrawn from the

15   agenda.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Is there a motion to approve the

18   withdrawal?

19                   Made by Major Coleman; seconded by Dr.

20   Wilson.

21                   Any discussion on the withdrawal?

22               (No response.)

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

25               (Several members respond "aye.")
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   All opposed with a "nay."

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Motion carries.

 6               MS. CHENG:

 7                   Okay.  We have 20170552, Bancroft Bag,

 8   Incorporated in Ouachita Parish; 20170154 Chalmette

 9   Refining, LLC in St. Bernard Parish; 20161911 Exxon

10   Mobil Corporation in East Baton Rouge Parish; 20161914

11   Exxon Mobil Corporation in East Baton Rouge Parish; and

12   20161915 Exxon Mobil Corporation in West Baton Rouge

13   Parish; 20180413, Graham Packing Company, LP in East

14   Baton Rouge Parish; 20170155, PBF Logistics, LP in St.

15   Bernard Parish; 20170377, Pala Interstate LLC in

16   Livingston Parish; 20161917 Peppers Unlimited of

17   Louisiana, Inc. in St. Martin Parish; 20180378, Shell

18   Chemical LP in Ascension Parish; and 20170378,

19   Stevendale Road, LLC in Livingston Parish.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   All right.  Thank you, Ms. Cheng.

22                   All right.  We have a number of cards

23   related to the Exxon Mobile applications.  So with that,

24   I'm going to invite -- some of them don't indicate

25   whether or not they're for or against, so I am going to
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 1   invite the ones that say against first.  So what I'm

 2   going to do is I'm going to call out the person, and

 3   then I'm going to call out the person to be on deck as a

 4   baseball term.

 5                   So, first, we have Kirk Green that would

 6   like to discuss the Exxon project, and on deck we will

 7   have Donald Victorian.  So these individuals could come

 8   forward, identify themselves and tell us your thoughts.

 9                   Please step forward.

10               MR. GREEN:

11                   Kirk Green.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Two to three minutes, please.  Keep it

14   concise.  Don't repeat what was said before, not that

15   anything has been said in your case.

16               MR. GREEN:

17                   Yes, sir.  Thank you to the Board.  My

18   name is Kirk Green.  First of all, I'm a parent of an

19   EBR student.  My daughter attends Baton Rouge Magnet

20   High School.  I'm a teacher, a history teacher in the

21   EBR school system.  I'm also a homeowner and a taxpayer

22   for East Baton Rouge.

23                   First, I'd like to bring a little bit of

24   history into the context.  If we remember, we did have a

25   prior system of government called the Articles of
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 1   Confederation.  Under the Articles of Confederation,

 2   there was a complete failure of the government, thanks

 3   to things like Shay's Rebellion.  Shay's Rebellion was

 4   an upheaval of the farmers when the tax burden was

 5   shifted completely upon them, so much so that they were

 6   able to take away their farms, and that lead to the

 7   downfall of the Articles of Confederation and the

 8   constitution that we have.

 9                   In the light of that, Benjamin Franklin

10   wrote to Robert Morris, "The failure of our people in

11   paying taxes is highly blameable.  The unwillingness to

12   pay them is still more so.  I see in some resolutions of

13   town meetings, a petition against giving congress power

14   to take, as they call it, the people's money out of

15   their pockets.  They seem to mistake the point.  All

16   property seems to be taxable for public good.  He that

17   does not like civil society on these terms, let him

18   retire and live among the savages.  He can have no right

19   to the benefits of society who will not pay the support

20   of it."

21                   So that we are clear on some of the

22   numbers, the quarterly profit for Exxon in the first

23   quarter, 4.7-billion; second quarter, 4-billion; third

24   quarter, 6.2-billion -- excuse me -- .24-billion.  That

25   is just profit enriching shareholders and board members.
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 1   The CEO of this board -- excuse me -- of the company is

 2   making $14-million.  The deficit for our EBR schools is

 3   $16-million.  That's the money we need to teach our

 4   children.  Now, he gets one year as much as we have as a

 5   deficit for our entire year.  We're talking a lot of

 6   money.  I don't make near that.

 7                   Now, your vote today is going to tell us

 8   whether Louisiana will put children first or company

 9   profits first.  Our children's right to a good education

10   and the promised social mobility of the American dream

11   is important and at stake in some of the these decisions

12   you are making.

13                   We have, as Dr. King said, a promissory

14   note.  It is for all of us.  It is not for the benefit

15   of the few, for the rich, for the white, for the black,

16   for the Republican, for the Democrat.

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   You have one minute left.

19               MR. GREEN:

20                   Thank you, sir.

21                   So Benjamin Franklin and our Founding

22   Fathers gave us a government of the people, by the

23   people and for the people, not for the shareholders by

24   the corporations and for profit.  We simply ask that

25   equitable support of a society that benefits so heavily
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 1   from this society.

 2                   Thank you, sir.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Thank you.

 5                   Donald Victorian.

 6               MR. VICTORIAN:

 7                   Thank you.  My name is Donald Victorian,

 8   and I live at 8545 Hooper Road here in Baton Rouge.  I'm

 9   a retired petroleum chemist with 35 years of experience.

10                   These exemptions are inappropriate

11   because tax exemptions don't seem to be, in my opinion,

12   the proper incentive for a company to locate or not

13   locate -- not locate in a particular area.

14                   My wife worked as an educator in East

15   Baton Rouge schools in excess of 11 years.  She worked

16   in the alternative school system.  Her disappointment in

17   the proper funding of necessary resources of those

18   schools helped to influence her decision to move to

19   Wallis, Texas school system.

20                   It's my belief that the approval of

21   these tax exemptions will continue to drive qualified

22   educators away from East Baton Rouge Parish in search of

23   better opportunities.

24                   Therefore, the proper funding of East

25   Baton Rouge schools is more important than the proper
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 1   development and -- I'm sorry -- proper embellishment of

 2   corporate profits.

 3                   Thank you.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Thank you.

 6                   Dr. Tia Mills.  Please step forward.

 7   It's not indicated for or against.

 8                   And on deck we have Kathryn Grigsby.

 9   Please step forward and identify yourselves.

10               DR. MILLS:

11                   Good morning.  My name is Tia Mills.  I

12   am President of the East Baton Rouge Parish Association

13   of Educators, and I'm also a public school teacher in

14   East Baton Rouge Parish School System.  This has been an

15   issue that I have been fighting for quite some time, and

16   the only thing that I can look at when I've been in the

17   process of moving through this entire journey is the

18   fact that the students that I serve deserve so much

19   better than what they have.

20                   I'm not in favor of giving away dollars

21   that could be used to best serve our students.  I'm

22   currently at a school that is an alternative system for

23   elementary-aged children, and the school that I'm at,

24   the building that I currently work in, it's been on the

25   condemned list for years.  I've never, since I've served
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 1   in the school system, obtained a salary increase.  I've

 2   been working for the school system for almost 10 years.

 3                   There are a number of things that my

 4   students don't get compared to other schools.  The

 5   entire district as a whole, we have limited resources.

 6   We don't have a lot of technology in our building, and

 7   to think that this is what I have -- I have to go above

 8   and beyond.  So many of our employees give out of their

 9   own pockets in order to make sure that our children

10   obtain an education that's conducive to really learning,

11   because right now --

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Two minutes.

14               DR. MILLS:

15                   -- right now, they're not.

16                   I've been fighting this fight along with

17   many others.  We've taken it to the court system.  We

18   need business and industry to pay their fair share to

19   our children.  This is who it is ultimately about.  Yes,

20   business and industry, they're doing very well, but what

21   about them?  Forget about the fact that employees may

22   not be getting their due diligence, but what about the

23   children?  They can't fight for themselves.  So it is up

24   for us -- it's up to us to do so.  It is up to us to do

25   that, and that's what we're doing because there are
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 1   policies that are put in place on their behalf every

 2   day, and they can do absolutely nothing about it.

 3                   I could go on and on about how I'm a

 4   taxpayer and how I have homeownership right here in this

 5   city.  Yes, I do pay property taxes, and if I'm willing

 6   to put the investment of the children into play knowing

 7   that it's a good one, businesses and industry need to

 8   see it as the same thing too.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Thank you, Ms. Mills.

11                   Next we have Ms. Kathryn Grigsby, and

12   Dianne Hanley is on deck.

13               MS. GRIGSBY:

14                   Good morning.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Please identify yourself.

17               MS. GRIGSBY:

18                   I am.  My name is Kathryn Grigsby.  I'm

19   a lifetime resident of East Baton Rouge Parish, and I

20   began my personal professional career as a teacher in

21   East Baton Rouge Parish School System.  I come from a

22   family of educators.  My grandparents, my mother.  My

23   mom actually was eight hours of short of a Ph.D.  And

24   once we needed, when I was in high school, a plumber,

25   and she figured out that if she were being paid what the
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 1   plumber was being paid for the hours that she spent

 2   teaching children, in the classroom only, not at home,

 3   she would have been making $60,000 a year.  And I'd

 4   venture to say there's not very many teachers -- and

 5   that was over 30 years ago.

 6                   At any rate, what I want you-all to

 7   think about and consider is that these dollars, you

 8   teach, you educate, you touch the future.  All of these

 9   business and industries are complaining about not having

10   educated workforce, and if you want an educated

11   workforce, you've got to pay for that.  You can't just

12   say "Oh, let's reward these people."  This system came

13   into being 80 years ago, and little has changed.  And we

14   reward the wealthy to continue a good ol' boy's club,

15   and we can't afford that.  When you have a state that is

16   willfully ignorant and benign neglect, when you allow

17   things like this to continue, you've got to think about

18   our future, and these companies want educated people.

19   They want people who can read; they want people who can

20   do math.  And we need this money in East Baton Rouge

21   Parish in our school system.  You would be appalled at

22   the schools' --

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Two minutes.

25               MS. GRIGSBY:
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 1                   -- condition, if you want to walk

 2   through them, and see where there's ceiling tiles

 3   falling off.

 4                   We used to have a fine education system

 5   in East Baton Rouge Parish.  You have an opportunity

 6   today to ensure that that process begins again.  And

 7   it's not just East Baton Rouge Parish.  It's our entire

 8   state.  Millions and billions of dollars are flying out

 9   the door.

10                   Thank you.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Thank you, Ms. Grigsby.

13                   Ms. Hanley, step forward and identify

14   yourself.

15               MS. HANLEY:

16                   I am Dianne Hanley.  I live here in East

17   Baton Rouge Parish.

18                   The Exxon exemptions are inappropriate

19   because they do not meet the standards that they should

20   be in the best interest of this state.  The rules have

21   been tweaked and tweaked, and I followed it for over two

22   years.  I watched how the rules have been tweaked and

23   tweaked to be so vague and broad that the applications

24   that are before you follow a new interpretation that I

25   do not believe are true to the intent of full-time
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 1   equivalent jobs.  There aren't enough full-term

 2   equivalent jobs created to warrant the amount of money

 3   being foregone, given away, especially from schools.

 4                   This is important to me because all my

 5   children are teachers.  They live here, two of them.

 6   They work in a different parish because of the salaries.

 7   One of them has moved away.  That's why it's important

 8   to me.  We need better salaries to attract and keep good

 9   teachers.

10                   If you approve this exemption, that will

11   not bring my children here to work.  You are taking,

12   one, money away from teachers and giving it to Exxon.

13   Exxon does not need it to stay here, but my children

14   need it to stay here.  I'm asking you not to do that

15   because it is against -- not to do that, not to give the

16   exemption because it is against the interest of my

17   children and the interest of this state.

18                   Finally, Exxon is saying that they need

19   an incentive to do something that they did a year and a

20   half ago.  That is not an incentive.  They finished the

21   construction project 18 months ago.  We're not saying we

22   blame them for doing that.  You gave them permission.

23   Eight-two years of this program gives them permission to

24   go do something and then come say, "We need money to do

25   it."  But nobody on this Board and nobody in their right
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 1   mind would take seriously that is an incentive to give

 2   me money for something I have been able to do on my own

 3   without you.

 4                   Thank you very much.

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Thank you, Ms. Hanley.

 7                   In the interest of other applicants

 8   other than the Exxons, we have been requested to

 9   consider those that don't have public comment, so those

10   include -- Ms. Cheng, if you'll read off the just the

11   names real quick.

12               MS. CHENG:

13                   Excluding Exxon?

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Excluding Exxon.

16               MS. CHENG:

17                   And I just want to note, these all go to

18   the locals after y'all give preliminary approval.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All right.

21               MS. CHENG:

22                   2017 --

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   You don't have to read the number, just

25   the names.
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 1               MS. CHENG:

 2                   Bancroft Bag, Inc., Calumet Refining,

 3   LLC, Graham Packaging Company, LP, PBF Logistics, LP,

 4   Pala Interstate, LLP, Peppers Unlimited of Louisiana,

 5   Inc., Shell Chemical LP and Stevendale Road, LLC.

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   All right.  Are there any comments from

 8   the public concerning any of those applications?

 9                   Yes, please step forward, identify

10   yourself.  Only those, not Exxon.

11               MS. PRANJIC:

12                   Well, first of all, I'm going to kind of

13   address generally all of the applications.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Identify yourself.

16               MS. PRANJIC:

17                   And my name is Jessica Pranjic.  I'm the

18   Manager of Communications and Workforce Development with

19   the Greater Baton Rouge Industry Alliance, and on behalf

20   of our 60-plus industrial member facilities in the

21   greater Baton Rouge area, we would just like to urge the

22   Commerce and Industry Board to approve all of the ITEP

23   applications on the agenda today, of course, assuming

24   that they meet your criteria.  And we believe that

25   should the Commerce and Industry Board not approve these
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 1   exemptions, it is going to send a strong signal to those

 2   interested in investing in Louisiana that the laws

 3   written as they are cannot be counted on and the

 4   instability caused would make instant news that would

 5   travel literally around the globe with the signal that

 6   Louisiana is too unpredictable for business.

 7                   In our role at GBRIA, we work closely

 8   with hundreds of contracting companies within our region

 9   helping them navigate and understand the safety and

10   skilled requirements needed to construct, operate and

11   maintain these technologically sophisticated plants.  We

12   also interact with high schools, trade schools and

13   universities so that they understand the specific skills

14   needed to prepare the industrial workforce, and we

15   interact with many nonprofits who seek donations and

16   grants helping to make the necessary connections in

17   order to find funding for their causes.

18                   All of these groups employ people and

19   benefit from the industrial manufacturers being located

20   in this region, especially Exxon Mobil, which is the

21   largest of these.  Exxon Mobil has been a steadfast

22   supporter of many activities and organizations that

23   provide a positive affect on our community, not only

24   monetarily, but also in a way that lifts the spirit of

25   the people here.
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 1                   From the products people buy in grocery

 2   stores to the volunteers helping kids and teachers at

 3   schools or building homes for the needy and to the many

 4   business owners who sell product to industry, the

 5   positive effects we see are unmistakable.  Industry

 6   already pays for two-thirds of all of the property taxes

 7   paid in the Capital Region and at a higher percentage in

 8   other parts of the state.

 9                   In addition, business and industry pays

10   for half of all property taxes paid in the state.  To

11   say that industry should pay more property taxes is like

12   saying that homeowners should give up their Homestead

13   Exemption.  Our state's laws are set; the personal

14   property and ITEP rules are set, so it's time for us to

15   approve these application and just let the system work

16   and let the results continue to build in our

17   communities.

18                   So thank you for your time.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Thank you.

21                   Are there any questions by any of the

22   Board members?

23                   Senator Thompson.

24               MR. THOMPSON:

25                   You wasn't suggesting -- you were going
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 1   pretty fast there.  You're not suggesting we do away

 2   with Homestead Exemption because --

 3               MS. PRANJIC:

 4                   No.

 5               MR. THOMPSON:

 6                   Ma'am?

 7               MS. PRANJIC:

 8                   I'm not.

 9               MR. THOMPSON:

10                   Okay.  Because it would change my

11   opinion of Exxon and everybody else.  You get my drift?

12                   Thank you.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Thank you, Senator.

15                   All right.  Are there any further

16   comments from the public concerning the ones that are

17   not Exxon that were previously mentioned?

18               (No response.)

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Is there a motion to approve, other than

21   Exxon?

22                   Made by Mr. Moller; seconded by

23   Mr. Slone.

24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

25               (Several members respond "aye.")
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   All opposed with a "nay."

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Motion carries.

 6                   All right.  We are going to go back to

 7   Exxon.

 8                   Next we have Mr. Edgar Cage, and on deck

 9   Angela Reams-Brown.

10                   Again, just to remind everyone, if it's

11   already been said -- I know, Mr. Cage has used the

12   "ditto" statement before.  In the interest of time --

13               MR. CAGE:

14                   I will try to appropriate this time.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Thank you.

17               MR. CAGE:

18                   My name is Edgar Cage.  I'm with

19   Together Baton Rouge and Together Louisiana.  I've been

20   a frequent visitor to this Board of Commerce and

21   Industry, to this Capital and to this room.  I just want

22   to tell you about the four exemptions that you have

23   before you from Exxon Mobil.

24                   For over 83 years we have been giving

25   away millions of dollars to multibillion-dollar
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 1   international companies by approving ad valorem tax

 2   exemptions.  The rich have gotten richer, when,

 3   unfortunately, the poor have gotten poorer, and remain

 4   the same.  When I look around my community, I see bad

 5   roads, failing schools, underpaid policemen and access

 6   issues to healthy food and health care.  These are just

 7   some of the critical issues that need to be addressed.

 8                   Recently, in the last election, I

 9   supported two tax measures to begin to address road

10   issues and mental health availability.  We have been

11   rubber-stamping these ITEP exemptions without criteria

12   and standards.  If we had meaningful, fair and balanced

13   criteria and standards, the tax measures that I just

14   voted on may not have even been necessary.  We could

15   have had enough and sufficient funds to do what needs to

16   be done in our community.

17                   And I would like to commend our East

18   Baton Rouge Metro Council and other taxing entities

19   across the state that have established those fair and

20   balanced criteria and standards and are not just

21   rubber-stamping.

22                   These exemptions that you are

23   considering today will not affect the decision on

24   whether the projects will come.  They are here and

25   operating, and they did not need your approval or our
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 1   approval for the exemption.  Because they did not need

 2   them and the projects are complete, we should not give

 3   it to them.  Let's start today not to stop

 4   rubber-stamping these exemptions and serve all citizens,

 5   not just big business.  Please deny these exemptions.

 6                   Thank you.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Thank you, Mr. Cage.

 9                   Ms. Angela Reams-Brown, and on deck we

10   have Robin Moulder.

11                   Please identify yourself.

12               MS. BROWN:

13                   Good morning.  I'm Angela Reams-Brown.

14   I'm a retired educator from the East Baton Rouge Parish

15   School System with 33 and a half years.  I'm the proud

16   mother of a son that just turned 35 this week, and he's

17   a graduate of the East Baton Rouge Parish School System,

18   but currently resides in the State of Texas.  And I'm

19   the President of the East Baton Rouge Federation of

20   Teachers.

21                   As I sat here and listened my

22   colleagues, I decided to approach my message from a

23   different point of view, that of a storyteller and a

24   teacher.  All of the facts have been laid out about the

25   consequences of your actions and how your decision today
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 1   will affect the citizens of this great State of

 2   Louisiana.  I would like to appear to a different part

 3   of your body, your heart.

 4                   Often while watching TV we'll see

 5   commercials that either warm our hearts or make us cry.

 6   It all depends on what we see and what we hear.  I'm

 7   asking each of you to take a minute to visualize a

 8   classroom, a classroom with a teacher who is fatigued

 9   from working an extra job to make ends meet the night

10   before.  Envision the classroom lacking the most

11   innovative technology that will assist our students in

12   learning.  Imagine the parent who is unable to assist

13   her child with their homework and can't afford to hire a

14   tutor, but could and would benefit from an after school

15   extended day program.  Envision the citizens of this

16   great state paying additional taxes to support their

17   local schools, even after their children have graduated

18   and moved away from the State of Louisiana.  Envision

19   the teachers who do become nationally board certified

20   and earn advanced degrees moving away from their

21   neighboring schools to a state so that they can afford

22   to care for their children and their families.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Two minutes.

25               MS. BROWN:
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 1                   Now imagine that teacher is you.

 2   Imagine that parent is you.  Imagine that student is

 3   your child, and imagine the taxpaying citizen as

 4   yourself.  Make a decision today that will warm your

 5   heart and not make it cry.  Vote no on these

 6   applications, because these applications will not create

 7   any additional jobs and they have already been

 8   completed.

 9                   Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, and

10   Merry Christmas.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Thank you, Ms. Reams.  You too.

13                   Mr. Moulder, and on deck we have

14   Alexandra Clark.

15               MR. MOULDER:

16                   My name is Robin Moulder.  I am a

17   homeowner in East Baton Rouge Parish.  These exemptions

18   and those this Board has passed in the past have and

19   will require homeowners and all other classes of

20   business, commercial, office space, apartment,

21   residential, all other kinds of businesses, to pay more

22   property tax so that we can all have the same level of

23   government services we have today, that's sheriff,

24   schools and the metro.

25                   We all pay more so that we can exempt
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 1   Exxon from paying its share of the property tax.  Why?

 2   Why are we doing that?  Why are we giving Exxon and

 3   other large industrial firms an exemption to the taxes

 4   we all pay, you pay?  We hope they'll provide more jobs.

 5   We don't require proof.  We don't have any idea what

 6   they really did.  We are just taking it on faith that

 7   they are going to have more jobs because we gave them

 8   their exemption to our taxes.

 9                   An ex-Metro Council member at the Baton

10   Rouge Metro Council -- I'm going to paraphrase him.  I'm

11   sure I'm not quoting him exactly -- said that that is

12   like shooting of case of shotgun shells straight up in

13   the air and calling it duck hunting.  In this particular

14   case, two years after they did the work, the flock of

15   ducks is already on the other side of the hill before

16   they started shooting.  You're wasting ammunition, my

17   tax money.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Thank you, Mr. Moulder.

20                   Alexandra Clark, please step forward,

21   identify yourself.  On deck we have Valencia Johnson, I

22   believe.  Valencia.

23               AUDIENCE MEMBER:

24                   Valencia had to go.

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Oh, okay.  Thank you.

 2                   On deck then we have Joyce Williams.

 3               AUDIENCE MEMBER:

 4                   She did too.

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   She had to leave.

 7                   All right.  Gretchen Lampe.

 8               MS. LAMPE:

 9                   That's me.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   You're on deck, Ms. Lampe.

12               MS. CLARK:

13                   Good morning.  My name is Alexandra

14   Clark, and I'm a school psychologist in the EBR School

15   System.

16                   As a school psychologist, my main job

17   responsibility is to evaluate students for special

18   education eligibility.  During the 2010-2011 school

19   year, my first year with EBR, my had close to 20

20   psychologists.  Now we are down to just 11, and two are

21   set to retire this school year.  That's currently 11

22   school psychologists for 80-something schools once you

23   include the private and charter schools that we have to

24   serve.

25                   Due to our lack of funds, when a
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 1   psychologist leaves or retires, they are not replaced,

 2   just as with many other positions in the school system.

 3   When one leaves, they just double our workload, which

 4   adds more stress on us, and, yet, our pay remains the

 5   same.  Lack of funds also means less teachers employed,

 6   which makes it harder to get the paperwork I need as

 7   part of the special education evaluation.  And may I add

 8   that all of that information is mandated by the federal

 9   government, so I have to have it from the teachers as

10   part of the reports.  Due to understaffing, teachers

11   don't have planning periods or free time to complete the

12   required paperwork.

13                   The funding issue is so bad that my

14   department, Pupil Appraisal, is rationing out paper to

15   us knowing that our job is paper based.  Sometimes we

16   can do a report on a student that's over 30 pages long.

17   So just imagine each of us probably evaluates at least

18   50 kids a year.  There's like 60 to 70 of us altogether,

19   so that's a lot of reports and that's a lot of paper,

20   and they're rationing paper out to us for a paper-based

21   job.  That's how bad it is.  That's how much money we

22   need.  Without paper, I can't print the reports that are

23   required to give a student the services they qualify

24   for, which is both unethical and illegal.

25                   Keep in mind that Louisiana is Number 1
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 1   to Number 2 in most resources.  We are the richest

 2   state, but, yet, we have the poorest schools, the

 3   poorest school systems.  We're at the bottom of the

 4   barrel with reading, math, quality of life and

 5   everything else, but we have all of these resources at

 6   our disposal, but we don't access it because you keep

 7   giving this money away.

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Two minutes.

10               MS. CLARK:

11                   Basically approving exemptions leads to

12   no money for the school system, which leads to not

13   enough supplies or employees, and our children's

14   education and future will suffer.  These children are

15   supposed to be our future and our future lawyers,

16   doctors, engineers and future process operators in the

17   plant.  If you don't stop these exemptions, we will all

18   soon regret it.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Thank you, ma'am.

21                   Ms. Lampe, and I believe on deck we have

22   Jean Coco.

23                   Please identify yourself.

24               MS. LAMPE:

25                   Hi.  I'm Gretchen Lampe.  I'm employed
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 1   by the Louisiana Association of Educators.  I represent

 2   the education employees in EBR.

 3                   Just an aside comment before I make my

 4   regular ones, the person who spoke before about how much

 5   property tax the corporations of Louisiana are paying,

 6   that they pay over half of the property taxes.  If

 7   you-all happen to have the chance to look at the ITEP

 8   video that was done by Together Baton Rouge about why

 9   Louisiana remains in poverty, it may be because our

10   corporations property and the reason they're paying half

11   the property taxes is when your property is worth

12   $3.1-billion, that's a whole lot more than that person

13   who's getting a Homestead Exemption for their $115,000

14   home.  Not only that, between 67 percent to 95 percent

15   of that property is exempted at this point, and they are

16   not paying taxes on it.

17                   You've heard of the phrase that it will

18   be a great day when schools are funded and the Air Force

19   has to have a bake sale to buy airplanes.  The employees

20   that I work with every day are trying to make sure that

21   students have a great public school education.  Our

22   economic development job is to prepare students for

23   future jobs that we are creating today and don't know

24   what they're going to look like.  It takes resources to

25   have great public schools.
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 1                   In the last 10 years, EBR, just like

 2   every other school system in Louisiana, has had one,

 3   only one, dime of increase in per-pupil funding from the

 4   Minimum Foundation Program.  Now, that's on the

 5   legislature for doing that, but you have approved 47 tax

 6   exemptions, which means that local revenue that we need

 7   to educate these students for future jobs is not coming

 8   in.  Because of the starvation of our school systems,

 9   and that's every school system in this state that's

10   being starved, we're facing a $23-million deficit in EBR

11   this year.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Two minutes.

14               MS. LAMPE:

15                   You're now preparing to grant a tax

16   incentive for projects that were completed in the past

17   and were actually we're acquiring capital equipment,

18   which is the cost of doing business if you own a

19   company.

20                   I'll be now looking for a day when I

21   don't have to come and beg you to deny tax exemptions

22   that we believe don't meet the ITEP requirements.

23                   Thank you so very much for giving me an

24   opportunity to speak to you today, and you-all have a

25   real good holiday.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Thank you, Ms. Lampe.

 3                   Jean Coco.  And then I believe that is

 4   all of my opposition cards, and then we'll have the in

 5   support of.

 6               MS. COCO:

 7                   Good morning.  My name is Jean Coco.

 8   I'm representing the League of Women Voters of Baton

 9   Rouge.  I also teach writing at LSU.  I'm from a family

10   that has lived in this state for six generations, and

11   I'm also a product of public schools, K through college.

12   So I thank you for letting me speak today.  I appreciate

13   it.

14                   So I have a little story to tell.  I

15   left Louisiana in 1999 with my spouse, a native of

16   Wisconsin, for academics.  So we had a good job offer in

17   Rochester, New York.  So my daughter was a kindergartner

18   at Buchanan Elementary, where I was very active in the

19   PTA.  She happened to be in a gifted program, and I felt

20   terribly guilty about the fact that my gifted child --

21   all of the kids there were gifted -- was in class with

22   only six students, whereas next door, the regular

23   students, had classrooms of 30.  Actually, those were

24   the kids that needed more help, more one-on-one

25   attention, a lower teacher-student ratio,
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 1   student-teacher ratio.  So off we went to New York,

 2   where I have to say my kids, for 10 years, had an

 3   amazing education because class sizes were capped at 20.

 4   The property taxes I paid year to year were the property

 5   taxes I paid in a month in New York, where teachers had

 6   master degrees after five years and were paid very well.

 7   And I had a kid with some learning issues, and she was

 8   serviced just extraordinarily well.  Then we moved to

 9   North Carolina, where we also had a fine education.

10                   So then we came back to Louisiana about

11   18 years later because we kind of wanted to come back

12   and do something good for our state.  My husband got a

13   job at LSU.  He's Dean of Library at LSU, and I'm still

14   teaching there.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Two minutes.

17               MS. COCO:

18                   And I was shocked to see all of the

19   volunteers we have in the state for Teach for America,

20   City Year, AmeriCorps, that come from states that

21   educate these kid well, and then they come in here and

22   do charity work for us because we're really not paying

23   our way because we give so many tax breaks to big

24   companies that aren't going to go anywhere else because

25   we have the Mississippi and the Gulf and they've already
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 1   got stuff going on here.  So it really makes me sad that

 2   nothing's really changed here, and I watch poor kids get

 3   poor education and have no alternatives.

 4                   I registered people to vote at the CATS

 5   bus station and watched people wait two hours for a bus

 6   to get to a job interview.  It's embarrassing.  When are

 7   we going to step up and not be 48, 49, 50 in education?

 8   We have a multimillion, billion dollar company all over

 9   this river, all over this state taking our resources.

10   And then, yes, of course you would go to Texas to teach

11   or to New York where a teacher would make $90,000 a

12   year.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   All right.  Start wrapping it up,

15   please.

16               MS. COCO:

17                   Thank you.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Thank you.

20                   All right.  Is there anyone else on the

21   opposition side that has not filled out a card that

22   would like to address the Board?

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   All right.  Not seeing anyone, we will
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 1   go with the ones in support of the projects.  I guess

 2   we'll start off with Stephanie Cargile, and on deck

 3   we'll have Chris Barker.

 4                   Please step forward and identify

 5   yourself.  And, again, limit your comments to two to

 6   three minutes, three minutes, and don't repeat what has

 7   been said previously if possible.

 8               MS. CARGILE:

 9                   Hi.  This is Stephanie Cargile with

10   Exxon Mobil in Baton Rouge, and I am also a Baton Rouge

11   native, like many of the speakers that you've heard

12   today.

13                   I think the first thing I want to say,

14   because my job is the Public Affairs Manager here in

15   Baton Rouge, is that we love teachers, and the majority

16   of the community investments that we make in the Baton

17   Rouge area is to education to support our teachers.  In

18   fact, last night we were honored at the school board for

19   being the largest corporate donor of the East Baton

20   Rouge Parish School System, and that's a commitment we

21   take seriously, to support education in the community,

22   and we'll continue to do so.  So that is reality.  It's

23   not something we have to imagine.  It's happening right

24   now, and it will continue to happen.

25                   In particular, the three applications
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 1   before you, two are in East Baton Rouge Parish and one

 2   is for our facility in Port Allen, and we have our plant

 3   management here that can give you more information about

 4   those specific projects that were involved.  We can

 5   provide you with the details of the investment that was

 6   made.

 7                   As it's been pointed out by some of the

 8   speakers, the investment was made in 2017.  However, in

 9   an industry like ours, we don't just build a unit in one

10   year and say that we're done.  A lot of the investment

11   on these three sites that we chose as a company to go

12   forward with were to pave the way for future investment,

13   and our plant manager is here can speak to you about

14   that.  So they were strategic; they were competitive.

15                   I want to also point out that our

16   company, we cannot take it for granted that they're

17   going to continue to invest in Baton Rouge.  That is

18   misinformation.  We're a global company.  As you guys

19   have heard, we're investing right now $20-billion in the

20   Gulf Coast, so that's a great opportunity for Louisiana.

21   It's also a great opportunity for Texas.  And that

22   investment --

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Two minutes.

25               MS. CARGILE:
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 1                   -- it's competitive.  So we have to use

 2   programs like ITEP to bring that investment here.

 3                   The most important thing I ask of you

 4   today is to be predictable for us.  If you choose one

 5   company to single out, our company has followed the

 6   rules, and like the folks that are here today, they're

 7   choosing one company to target.  There have been many

 8   applications that you guys have approved with no

 9   comments, no questions that had 2017 investments, and

10   these folks have not singled out.  And we just ask for

11   predictability and for fairness going forward.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Thank you, Ms. Cargile.

14                   Senator Chabert may have a question.

15               MR. CHABERT:

16                   Yes.  Ms. Cargile, you're a

17   representative of Exxon, how much did y'all pay in

18   property taxes last year?

19               MS. CARGILE:

20                   We're the largest property taxpayer in

21   East Baton Rouge.

22               MR. CHABERT:

23                   You're the largest property taxpayer in

24   East Baton Rouge Parish.

25               MS. CARGILE:
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 1                   And the state.

 2               MR. CHABERT:

 3                   And the state.

 4               MS. CARGILE:

 5                   We pay around 32 to 33-million annually.

 6               MR. CHABERT:

 7                   I just wanted to -- it's important to

 8   get all of the information out there.  Numbers are

 9   numbers; math is math; one plus one equals two.  Period.

10   If they're the largest taxpayer in the state, they're

11   the largest taxpayer in the state.

12               AUDIENCE MEMBERS:

13                   How often do they get exemptions?  That

14   cancels it out.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Ma'am.

17               MR. CHABERT:

18                   All right.  I think it's very important,

19   and I don't want y'all to get all riled out about that.

20   All right.  Just listen.  It's a holistic -- you have to

21   look at things from a holistic view.  Okay?  You can

22   choose not to, but you have to.  All right?

23                   The State of Louisiana generates the

24   majority of its tax revenue on two things, and I think

25   it's wrong and I think we need to change it.  So as much
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 1   passion as we have for this, we need to really work on a

 2   constitutional convention.  That's my plug to y'all.

 3   Because that's where a lot of the problems in our state

 4   lie.  And I'm telling -- look, Ms. Cargile probably

 5   doesn't want that, and a lot of businesses out there

 6   don't want that, but we have an inherently broken tax

 7   system that begins there.  All right?

 8                   So I would encourage you-all to channel

 9   this energy and work with your legislators and your

10   local governments and civic organizations to really work

11   on a broken constitution, particularly in the area of

12   our tax code.  We do have the lowest property tax in the

13   state.  We have the lowest gas tax in the state.  The

14   result of that, you have to wind up having one of the

15   highest sales taxes in the state.

16                   We have, you know, the -- 75 percent of

17   our revenue in comes from sales and income, and that

18   hits every working person in the State of Louisiana, me,

19   you, her, him, them, everybody.  And we need to

20   fundamentally change that.  So quite often we pick a

21   target like the largest corporation in the world and

22   say, "You're the bad guy."  So I think we really need to

23   just take a more holistic view of all of this and not

24   disincentivize it and discourage corporate investment

25   into Baton Rouge.  You know, they face infrastructural
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 1   challenges in our state on a daily basis because we

 2   don't have any money as legislators to appropriate it

 3   properly because we don't collect enough because we have

 4   the lowest gas tax in the doggone country.

 5                   Phillip Devillier hates it when I say

 6   that.

 7               DR. S. WILSON:

 8                   Secretary Wilson likes when you say

 9   that.

10               MR. CHABERT:

11                   But it's true.

12                   Traffic in East Baton Rouge backs up

13   every day.  Why?  Because we don't have money to pour

14   another bridge?  Why?  Because we don't collect enough

15   infrastructure tax to improve it.  Exxon hates that,

16   so...

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   Thank you, Senator Chabert.

19               MR. CHABERT:

20                   So we all need to work on this together.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Thank you, Senator.

23                   Mr. Miller.

24               MR. MILLER:

25                   Yes, ma'am.  I have -- actually I have a
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 1   lot of thoughts, but I just want to ask you a few

 2   questions.

 3                   You mentioned that this project has

 4   been -- several people have mentioned that this project

 5   has been finished.  When was the decision or

 6   approximately when was the decision made by Exxon to

 7   actually invest that money in East Baton Rouge Parish?

 8               MS. CARGILE:

 9                   That's a great question.

10                   So for these projects, the decision was

11   made way back in 2014 or 2015.

12               MR. MILLER:

13                   That's what I figured.

14               MS. CARGILE:

15                   So they were made under the old ITEP

16   rules.  In fact, the advanced application was filed back

17   in 2016.  We waited unit the new rules were promulgated.

18                   And there was a lot of discussion

19   earlier on another agenda item about communicating with

20   the public, and that's one thing that our company

21   believes very strongly in.  We went and even talked to

22   neighbors, elected officials and the mayor's office

23   about these applications, and they asked us to wait

24   until the new rules were promulgated to move forward.

25               MR. MILLER:

0121

 1                   I just want to make sure that everyone

 2   understood, Exxon doesn't make -- like most people,

 3   don't make decisions to invest in '16 to build in '16.

 4   It's usually way before that.

 5                   Secondly, during that timeframe, from

 6   '14 through today, how many projects has Exxon, roughly,

 7   and within your group, how many projects has Exxon

 8   decided to do elsewhere?

 9               MS. CARGILE:

10                   So I think anyone can look at the media

11   and see the investment that has been made recently in

12   the state next to ours, in Texas.  There is, like I

13   said, it is about $20-billion worth of investment at our

14   hands and an opportunity.  I don't have an exact number

15   of that 20-billion how much is going to Texas, but

16   there's a lot, but the good news is we want to bring

17   more of it here.

18                   We have a project right now that is

19   under gate review today, and we are hoping to get that

20   project.  You guys actually approved the ITEP for the

21   eventually nearly a billion-dollar polypropylene project

22   here.  So we want to get some of that investment.  If we

23   can, we can grow the amount of property taxes that we

24   pay for the long-term.

25               MR. MILLER:
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 1                   Right.

 2               MS. CARGILE:

 3                   Our assets at the refinery, for example,

 4   stay on the tax rolls for 30 years.  Even when those

 5   assets go out of service, they are still -- we're still

 6   paying taxes on them.

 7               MR. MILLER:

 8                   Okay.  So if I'm not mistaken, there was

 9   a $10-billion project that Exxon took to Texas we barely

10   got to look at because we were in the middle of our

11   rules evaluation.  I think it was 1,200 jobs that went

12   to Texas, and no mater what Exxon says, I have to

13   believe that our uncertainty had something to do with

14   that.

15                   Just for -- this isn't necessarily about

16   Exxon.  If anybody thinks that the markets trends,

17   market forces, including ITEP, don't have an impact or

18   they're not -- and the river's there.  If you go down --

19   anybody here drives down Gulf States Road in Baton

20   Rouge, when I was a kid, because I grew up right off of

21   Foster Road where that gentleman lives, and my dad

22   worked at the end of Gulf States Road, there are plants

23   all of way down that road.  Today they're not there.

24   Some of them are not there.  And nothing's come back in

25   its place.  So things can make them leave.
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 1                   I don't believe Exxon would pick up

 2   tomorrow and be gone, but in 15 years, instead of being

 3   6,500, 7,000 employees, there could be 3,000.  If you

 4   think it's hard to get tax money out of people who are

 5   growing and green and doing great, then try and get

 6   something from someone that's leaving.

 7                   And I have much more to say, but that's

 8   all I'll leave with today.  Thank you.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Thank you, Mr. Miller.

11                   Mr. Moller.

12               MR. MOLLER:

13                   I just have some questions specific to

14   the one on -- the refinery and the job creation totals.

15   Would you be the appropriate person to ask or is there

16   anybody else?

17               MS. CARGILE:

18                   I'd like for Gloria Moncada, our

19   refinery manager, to come up here if that's okay.

20               MR. MOLLER:

21                   Okay.

22               MS. CARGILE:

23                   I can help answer them, but she's...

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Please identify yourself.
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 1               MS. MONCADA:

 2                   Gloria Moncada, Exxon Baton Rouge

 3   Refinery Manager.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Congratulations.

 6               MS. MONCADA:

 7                   Thank you.

 8               MR. MOLLER:

 9                   I'm just trying to understand job

10   creation, because this says the refinery component would

11   create 18 new permanent jobs.

12               MS. MONCADA:

13                   Correct.

14               MR. MOLLER:

15                   I'm looking at the Advanced Notification

16   filed on the refinery in late 2016.  That said there

17   were 1,283 existing jobs at the refinery, and then

18   another Advanced that was filed a year later, at the end

19   of the 2017, that said there were 1,272 jobs, so a net

20   loss of 11 jobs.  But then in your application, it said

21   there were 1,357 existing jobs and that 18 new ones

22   would be added.  Could you just kind of clarify those

23   three numbers for me so I understand?

24               MS. MONCADA:

25                   Yeah, absolutely.  I know how it can be
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 1   confusing.  It has to do with the timeframe that you're

 2   looking at.  So we hire throughout the year.  In fact,

 3   you know, we'll have years where we hire over 100

 4   people, but during the year, we'll have retirements,

 5   you've got people that move on to different assignments,

 6   and so depending on when you take that snapshot, you

 7   could see movement in the head count.

 8                   What you need to look at is positions in

 9   the refinery; right, because you'll sometimes have a

10   position, but it's unfilled while you've got a

11   retirement waiting on that next new hire to get trained

12   up and put in the job.  So when we count positions, we

13   know that we're increasing positions.

14               MR. MOLLER:

15                   So 1,357, the number that's in this

16   application, that is the number of positions at your

17   company at what point in time?

18               MS. MONCADA:

19                   I don't know that I can --

20               MR. MOLLER:

21                   That's not the actual number of warm

22   bodies working at the refinery?

23               MS. MONCADA:

24                   The 1,357 is the number of bodies

25   that -- that application has the number of bodies that
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 1   were at the site at the time that number was drawn.

 2               MR. MOLLER:

 3                   On 3 -- on March 30th of 2018?

 4               MS. MONCADA:

 5                   I believe so.

 6               MS. CARGILE:

 7                   I believe so, yeah.  I think so.

 8                   And, Jan, one other thing that you might

 9   want to notice is when the advances were filed -- and

10   this is something we've shared with a lot of folks --

11   you had a different set of rules; right?  So the assets

12   related to the jobs at that time were different than

13   when we readjusted because several of our assets did not

14   apply under the new rules; right?

15               MR. MOLLER:

16                   Right.

17               MS. CARGILE:

18                   So we had to remove regulatory,

19   environmental regulatory, anything that was in there

20   that did not apply.  So that changed the whole face of

21   your application as well.  So your final application was

22   moved to adjust the new capital that applied under the

23   new rules and the new jobs with that capital.

24               MR. MOLLER:

25                   Okay.  And LED is satisfied that these
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 1   18 jobs are actual 18 new jobs?  I'm just -- you

 2   understand my confusion, because it looked like the

 3   number of jobs decreased year to year during the year

 4   where it was supposed to add 18.

 5               MS. MONCADA:

 6                   Absolutely.  Right.

 7               MS. CHENG:

 8                   There are compliance documents that need

 9   to be filed with LED once there is an active contract on

10   this application, and the compliance documents are filed

11   every year, so...

12               MS. MONCADA:

13                   And we use whatever basis, you know,

14   whether if we start out by applying with positions,

15   we'll end with positions.  If we start out applying by

16   just pure head count, we use that same basis so that we

17   don't create confusion in approving of the number.

18               MR. MOLLER:

19                   So they file the compliance documents

20   after we approve this?

21               MS. CHENG:

22                   Correct.

23               MR. MOLLER:

24                   And if there's some problem with the

25   compliance, I mean, if you look at this and say, "Well,
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 1   it doesn't look like you actually created the 18 jobs,"

 2   what happens then?

 3               MS. CHENG:

 4                   If compliance isn't met, it comes back

 5   to the Board and it goes back to the locals.

 6               MR. MOLLER:

 7                   Okay.

 8               MS. CARGILE:

 9                   And let me also add to that that you

10   only see two EBR applications and one West Baton Rouge;

11   right?  And we haven't asked why, but the answer is that

12   all of our plant managers look at the CEA that LED asks

13   us to sign, and they wanted to make sure that we were

14   able to maintain those job growth numbers for each

15   contract over the 10-year period of the abatement.  So

16   that was done with very diligent review by each plant

17   manager as well as our HR team because they didn't want

18   to sign that --

19               MS. MONCADA:

20                   In fact, two of the applications, the

21   reason they were not sure about maintaining is because

22   we're sending employees to Texas for projects that are

23   being built there with Exxon Mobil because it's more

24   attractive.

25               MR. MOLLER:
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 1                   Thank you.

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   All right.  I have on deck Mr. Slone

 4   first and then Secretary Pierson.

 5                   Mr. Slone.

 6               MR. SLONE:

 7                   Sure.  Thank you for sharing that

 8   information about the jobs because they can be a little

 9   bit confusing.

10                   I guess my questions would be simply can

11   you talk a little bit about the direct value to Baton

12   Rouge and the communities that you guys have put some

13   work into?  Because I know there's some things going on

14   in North Baton Rouge that are near and dear to my heart

15   as a young mam that grew up in North Baton Rouge and had

16   relatives at Exxon Mobil, and from what I can hear is

17   there's a corporate citizenship piece that maybe

18   sometimes get overlooked in some of these conversations.

19   So can you share a little bit about that?

20               MS. CARGILE:

21                   Absolutely.  That's what I like to talk

22   about the most.

23                   So we give about 5-million back to the

24   Baton Rouge community alone every year.  There's a

25   little bit more added to that because we were actually
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 1   able to attract $13-million that went to the National

 2   Math and Science Initiative.  And that, by the way, goes

 3   to schools in our surrounding school districts.  A lot

 4   of it in EBR where each school gets direct funding and

 5   the teachers in those schools that teach AP classes

 6   actually get stipends.  So it's a great way to directly

 7   support the schools and teachers involved in the

 8   National Math and Science Initiative.  So we are hoping

 9   that we can continue to bring that NMSI funding back to

10   Louisiana and back to EBR schools.

11                   Some of the really cool projects that I

12   think you're referring to that we're doing in North

13   Baton Rouge, we're working right now to help the

14   community there start a small business resource center,

15   and we're hoping to get that up and running in early

16   2019.  That's a cool partnership between Southern

17   University, the Chamber, LED.  We brought in a whole lot

18   of partners, and even gotten other companies in the

19   area, like Coca-Cola and some of the banks in North

20   Baton Rouge to rally around with us.  That will be a

21   business investment because the business is actually

22   giving us an office building to operate from.  We will

23   also have the Baton Rouge North Economic Development

24   District housed there.  So that's a great way to foster

25   growth in small businesses in the North Baton Rouge
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 1   area.

 2                   We're secondly expanding our North Baton

 3   Rouge Industrial Training Initiative.  That actually

 4   tripled.  There was a news release that went out

 5   yesterday.  And like you said, it didn't get picked up

 6   yet by the media.  Sometimes it's hard to get the story

 7   out.  But that program accepted 200 people in North

 8   Baton Rouge to go through a free fasttrack training

 9   where they'll get jobs in our industry.  And Gloria

10   Moncada right here made the commitment to actually

11   direct hire the students in the millwright program.  So

12   that's a new tract directly that will be hired by the

13   refinery.

14                   So that's just an example of two of the

15   programs that we're doing in North Baton Rouge.

16               MR. SLONE:

17                   Do you have any idea of how much money

18   does Exxon Mobil contribute to the United Way?

19               MS. CARGILE:

20                   We're the largest corporate distributor

21   to the United Way, so we make up about 14 percent of

22   their budget, and it's about 1.5-million each year.

23               MR. SLONE:

24                   But when they distribute that money, it

25   doesn't say "Exxon Mobil" on it, does it?
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 1               MS. CARGILE:

 2                   No, it does not.

 3               MR. SLONE:

 4                   It just says "United Way"?

 5               MS. CARGILE:

 6                   That's right.

 7               MR. SLONE:

 8                   Thank you.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Thank you, Mr. Slone.

11                   Secretary Pierson.

12                   Please let's keep the order.

13               SECRETARY PIERSON:

14                   Just a point of clarification and maybe

15   one other point I'd like to illuminate, but certainly

16   Advanced Notifications are estimates and they should

17   already be treated that way.  They are the best

18   available information when the project is envisioned,

19   and that's why when the application comes forward, you

20   have more certainty, and certainly the Governor's

21   edition of the NXA, which is basically a contract of

22   what the company will provide and where and for how

23   long.  Those details are available.  They're available

24   for the examination in front of these school boards and

25   parish and sheriff activities.  So the idea that the
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 1   Advanced may not have agreed with the final document in

 2   the application is not surprising at all.

 3                   Just want to kind of -- one of features

 4   of the Industrial Tax Exemption Program is it also

 5   recognizes the permanent jobs that are created as part

 6   of the project.  That may or may not be a full-time

 7   Exxon employee, but represent a significant employment

 8   in the region.  So while we see maybe 1,270, 80 jobs

 9   that are Exxon at the refinery, what figure do you think

10   of when you think of your total employment there?

11               MS. MONCADA:

12                   The number of people that cross through

13   our gate every day at the refinery alone is over 3,000

14   people.  For all of the Exxon Mobil facilities in Baton

15   Rouge, it's about 5,000 people.

16               SECRETARY PIERSON:

17                   Thank you.  I think it just calls

18   attention to a discrepancy of seven or 10 that will be

19   accounted for, that we do know the exact location where

20   these projects will be executed, we do have access to

21   payroll and we will hold Exxon accountable to the

22   requirements of the program, but I would hope that all

23   of us would look beyond just the people that pass

24   through the gate, more than 5,000 daily, and understand

25   the implications that these manufacturing tax exemptions
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 1   are only offered to manufacturers.  Why?  Because

 2   they're a tremendous multiplier.  There's many thousands

 3   of other jobs that are generated by this project and by

 4   that employment that ripple through the economy, and all

 5   of that needs to be looked at.  And, you know, certainly

 6   from our perspective, we want to build a vibrant economy

 7   in Louisiana, we want good education.  How will we get

 8   there?  We grow the pie.  And so I'm hopeful that the

 9   Board will support today, and I'm certainly speaking on

10   behalf of these projects that Exxon has proposed for the

11   10-year tax exemption.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

14                   Senator Thompson.

15               MR. THOMPSON:

16                   Mr. Secretary, those were great remarks

17   and comments.  I had wanted to say that I have a lot of

18   support back home for changes in the laws that we have

19   and the procedures that we have, but I wanted to let you

20   know that it's a little bit too little too late.  As you

21   said, you couldn't get it in the paper about what you

22   were doing and how you're doing, but I just, as a

23   warning or as an information deliver, there's a lot of

24   legislators that want to change the direction we're

25   going.  And the way we're going to build Louisiana is
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 1   like what Commissioner Pierson said, if we don't get

 2   these corporations in and people that are in it now to

 3   do a good job for the future, we won't have the public

 4   being supporting you like you're being supported today.

 5                   Nothing's more important than education.

 6   When I hear those teachers, former teachers, talking

 7   about the importance of education, nothing is more

 8   important than that.  And corporations like Exxon have

 9   recognized that, but they're going to have to do a real

10   good selling job for the next generation of those ITEP

11   groups that come in.  Hope they're in my area.  Hope we

12   can work as partners in that type of operation, but if

13   we hadn't had Governor John Bel Edwards in the mix, we

14   probably wouldn't have this opportunity to do what we're

15   doing today.

16                   But I just want people to realize that

17   here today, the public is supporting Exxon and others.

18   We've seen that all through the process today, but that

19   may not be the case in another five or six months.  And

20   Don Pierson made that point very clear.  We've got to

21   make sure that you-all do the right thing all of the

22   time, and I want to encourage that.  I don't know who's

23   here with Exxon Mobil today, but one of the largest

24   corporations in the world making more profit than any,

25   they need to set good examples here in Louisiana.
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 1               MS. CARGILE:

 2                   Absolutely.

 3               MR. THOMPSON:

 4                   As they've done in the past.

 5               MS. CARGILE:

 6                   We agree.

 7               MR. THOMPSON:

 8                   But rather than taking baby steps, we

 9   ought to make some leaps.  We shouldn't be here today

10   talking about that.  If we'd have done right at the

11   beginning, we probably wouldn't be refighting this

12   battle and every step of the way.  You understand that?

13               MS. CARGILE:

14                   Right.  I think, you know -- and just to

15   reply to that, I think, you know, in general, our

16   company agrees with the policy changes that have been

17   made.  We like the fact that locals are involved.  It's

18   given us an opportunity to talk to a lot of stakeholders

19   about our investment, about our projects, things that we

20   maybe would have never had those types of conversations.

21   So we embrace the changes that have been made.

22                   The thing that I think our company asks

23   the most is just for predictability.  Tell us what the

24   policy is, and we will follow it, we will abide by it,

25   and we will use it to try to get projects here so that
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 1   we can become an even stronger corporate citizen, an

 2   even stronger contributor to the economy.

 3               MR. THOMPSON:

 4                   Thank you for those comments, because

 5   that's what we want, but if I was at Exxon Mobil, I

 6   would have every university in research and development

 7   in this area, not just -- and I would not come to the

 8   table and say, "I couldn't get my points across in the

 9   newspaper."  If you can't get your points across in the

10   newspaper, somebody's not doing their business.

11               MS. CARGILE:

12                   It was just that one story.

13               MR. THOMPSON:

14                   Right, but we ought to be leading, not

15   following or not saying, "Whatever y'all require of us

16   to do, we're going to do our best to do it."  You ought

17   to be making examples.  And I bet if I did a little

18   research, I could find that you're doing much more in

19   some other states that are not doing as much for you as

20   the people of Louisiana are.

21               MS. CARGILE:

22                   I actually do have to just disagree with

23   that.  Our community --

24               MR. THOMPSON:

25                   Well, prove it to me.
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 1               MS. CARGILE:

 2                   I would love to sit down with you and

 3   show you what we're doing in the Baton Rouge Community.

 4   That is the leader amongst all of our downstream sites.

 5               MS. MONCADA:

 6                   Absolutely.

 7               MS. CARGILE:

 8                   And Gloria will agree with that.  As far

 9   as bringing private sector funding and resources to

10   public issues, like giving capacity to small businesses,

11   like giving folks jobs in North Baton Rouge.

12               MR. THOMPSON:

13                   Right.

14               MS. CARGILE:

15                   So that was -- North Baton Rouge

16   Industrial Training Initiative was, one of our refinery

17   managers started that because they wanted our near

18   neighbors to have more jobs in our industry.  So that is

19   a program that has not been replicated at any of our

20   sites across the US, and we want to lead.

21               MR. THOMPSON:

22                   Right.  Last comment, I appreciate that,

23   but I would just suggest make some leaps and just -- you

24   don't have to do it just right here where you get the

25   vote.  You need to do it statewide and make sure that
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 1   all of these entities next time are right there in

 2   support of what you're doing because this -- the

 3   resources that we have in Louisiana, gas, oil, you

 4   wouldn't be here without that, and processing and so

 5   forth, but that's owned by all of the citizens of the

 6   State of Louisiana.  You know that.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Thank you, Senator.

 9                   All right.  Next on we have -- Ms.

10   Moncada, do you have anything to add?

11               MS. MONCADA:

12                   The only thing I want to clear up is a

13   fallacy that was I think referred to earlier that Exxon

14   Mobil is here to stay and that the ITEP doesn't make any

15   difference.  I'm, in fact, in a position of knowledge to

16   know that it makes absolutely a difference at Exxon

17   Mobil.  When asked earlier about projects that have not

18   come here, I've been involved in watching corporately

19   decisions being made to send billion-dollar-plus

20   projects to our Beaumont refinery.  And, in fact, we're

21   competing right now, very hard, for a project in Baton

22   Rouge that's being considered versus our Baytown, Texas

23   refinery.

24                   I'll just end with saying the $6-million

25   abatement that we're talking about here, these projects
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 1   came with that incentive.  It attracted those projects

 2   to Baton Rouge versus our other refineries, 19, around

 3   the world, and they're going to generate $23-million of

 4   property and sales tax benefit over the next 20 years.

 5   $6-million of abatement providing $23-million.  If the

 6   projects hadn't come, that 23-million would be a zero,

 7   so...

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Thank you, Ms. Moncada.  And you tell

10   those people at corporate that we want those projects.

11               MS. MONCADA:

12                   Thank you.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   I know this Board does.

15                   All right.  Next we have Mr. Chris

16   Parker.  I think Mr.  On deck we have Scott Gleason.

17                   Again, if you can keep your comment to

18   two to three minutes, unless there are questions by the

19   Board members.

20               MR. PARKER:

21                   Yes, sir.  Chris Parker, Exxon Mobil.

22                   Most of the comments I was going to make

23   were discussed between the Board and Stephanie and Ms.

24   Gloria, but I did just want to add and clear up

25   something that was stated earlier.  It was said that the
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 1   projects were completed 18 months ago, but in reality

 2   they were completed December of 2017.  So that's 12

 3   months by my calculations.  So just wanted to clear that

 4   up.

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   All right.  Thank you.

 7                   Mr. Gleason.

 8                   Please, if you have comments you'd like

 9   to talk amongst yourself, please step out to the

10   hallway.

11                   Mr. Gleason.

12               MR. GLEASON:

13                   Good morning.  I'm Scott Gleason.  I am

14   the Plant Manager at the lubricants plant in Port Allen,

15   Louisiana.

16                   In the interest of not repeating

17   anything, I'll just talk in terms of from a lubricants

18   perspective.  We do compete, not only with the other

19   plants here in the United States, but across the globe

20   for these investments.  Recently we celebrated two years

21   of our new aviation facility, which we are very, very

22   proud of.  And the predictability of the investment that

23   we make drives a lot of these decisions.  So we have a

24   lot of things in the future that we're competing not

25   only with our neighboring states in Texas, but
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 1   throughout the US and throughout the globe for this

 2   business.  So I'd ask that you continue to give us that

 3   predictability so that we can make the appropriate

 4   investment.

 5                   I am not from Louisiana, but this is my

 6   second time I've returned a citizen.  I'm very, very

 7   happy to be here.  I want to continue to support our

 8   great state, and thank you very much.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Thank you, Mr. Gleason.

11                   We have Brad Allen, and on deck, Sam

12   Williams.

13               MR. ALLEN:

14                   Good morning.  My name is Brad Allen.

15   I'm the Operations Manager at Exxon Mobil's Baton Rouge

16   Polyolefins plant.  So that is the plant where we've had

17   a lot of discussions at past meetings about the

18   polypropylene expansion project.

19                   Again, not to repeat anything.  Just

20   wanted to mention, you know, one of our lined items on

21   this ITEP approval is for some projects in our

22   polyethylene facility.  So we produce both of those

23   products at our plant here.  Those projects are really

24   designed to increase our reliability, our safety

25   performance in order to set ourselves up for that next
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 1   tranche of that $20-billion corporate investment that

 2   we're looking at.  So we are very successful over the

 3   years of improving our plant to get that money for this

 4   polypropylene plant.  We're doing the same thing right

 5   now for polyethylene.  So that's another expansion zone

 6   we're looking at, and that's what these projects are

 7   really designed to do.  They're to make ourselves look

 8   better in our corporation's eyes so that we're able to

 9   successfully compete for those bigger expansions and

10   projects in the future.

11                   Thank you.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Thank you, Mr. Allen.

14                   Sam Williams, and on deck we have Clay

15   Fuller.

16               MR. WILLIAMS:

17                   Good morning.  My name is Sam Williams.

18   I am the Product Quality Assurance Manager at Port Allen

19   lubricants plant on the west side.

20                   I'm just here to say that I appreciate

21   allowing me to come on today to speak and to ask you-all

22   to do what you are here to do.  But I'm excited about

23   the opportunity that I have at Exxon Mobil with these

24   projects coming along and to make us more robust to get

25   more projects at our facilities and also allow us an
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 1   opportunity to send some of our employees over to the

 2   other schools to be able to be mentors with Junior

 3   Achievement and things of that nature.  And if it were

 4   not for these projects, then we could not free these

 5   young people up to go and inspire other people in our

 6   public education schools.

 7                   I am a graduate, a lifelong resident of

 8   East Baton Rouge Parish.  I went to schools in East

 9   Baton Rouge Parish.  I actually volunteered my time,

10   energy and effort, also my wife, in the schools.  So we

11   spend a lot of time in the schools.  So, therefore, I

12   just ask you-all to assist us to help young people to go

13   and inspire other young people in the education areas.

14                   Thank you.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Thank you.

17                   Clay Fuller.

18               MS. CHENG:

19                   Clay Fuller doesn't want to speak.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Oh, I'm sorry.

22                   All right.  Tyler Gray, I think, and on

23   deck, Adam Knapp.

24               MR. GRAY:

25                   Good morning.  I think it's still the
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 1   morning.  My name is Tyler Gray.  I am currently the

 2   General Counsel for the Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil &

 3   Gas Association, but I will, in my capacity here, I'll

 4   also be President of the organization starting next

 5   year.

 6                   You know, a lot has been covered today,

 7   some different issues.  What I want to do is just kind

 8   of make one general comment.  So Louisiana Mid-Continent

 9   Oil & Gas Association has several members representing

10   the oil and gas industry here in the State of Louisiana.

11   Those memberships include Exxon, Shell, PBF, Chalmette

12   Refining, Enlink, Tellurian and several other companies.

13                   Now, the other companies have already

14   been approved; right?  The rules have been followed, and

15   they've been allowed to move forward.  At this point,

16   we're looking at one application, and from what I've

17   heard today from Secretary Pierson, whose trust I put in

18   evaluating the rules that we set forth, it comes out in

19   favor of the application.  So, therefore, as a

20   representative of all of industry, I do want to focus on

21   the fact that we are granting exemptions when

22   organizations are following the rules.  Therefore, when

23   we have situations where we look at policy beyond the

24   scope of this Board, something like education, which the

25   Governor has already come out and said is an issue and
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 1   we will address going forward.  And as a representative

 2   of industry, I can tell you that workforce development

 3   is just as important as investment.

 4                   We have those conversations at the

 5   appropriate time.  Today we look at the rules, we review

 6   the exemptions, we grant the exemption.  If they don't

 7   comply, we send them back to the place that they go.

 8   LED has spoken.  We've heard from the applicant.  And so

 9   at that point, I ask you to look at it from that

10   perspective to make sure that we stay focused, we review

11   the application, what's put in front of us and we move

12   forward.

13                   With that, I appreciate the opportunity

14   to make comments.  Thank you.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Thank you.

17                   Mr. Knapp.

18               MR. KNAPP:

19                   Thank you for the opportunity be with

20   you today.  My name is Adam Knapp.  I'm the President

21   and CEO of the Baton Rouge Area Chamber.  Our

22   organization leads the economic development in the

23   nine-parish Capitol Region and we serve as the economic

24   development partner for East Baton Rouge Parish on

25   economic development projects that concern the parish.
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 1                   On a personal note, I'll also add, for

 2   the prior comments, that my children are students in the

 3   East Baton Rouge Parish School System, all three of

 4   them, and my wife and I are both participants in the PTA

 5   and active in our community.  Our parish -- our own

 6   property taxes and sales taxes, of course, go to support

 7   our parish services, and we are personally involved and

 8   active in the education system.  And I would say we are

 9   proud of the services provided by East Baton Rouge

10   Parish public schools, and that's the reason why my

11   family chooses to do that for our children.  It's

12   something that we believe is an important part of our

13   life.  Both of us were products of public education.  Me

14   in Lake Charles and her in Virginia, but we both

15   continue to be very active.  I will say it is a good

16   public school system and it's one that's working very

17   hard every day because of many of the people in the room

18   doing everything they can to get better as well.

19                   Our parish is stronger, not weaker, for

20   having an incredible base of manufacturing, which is,

21   today, driving our economy.  Yesterday, the Baton Rouge

22   Area of Chamber released it's 2019 forecast for the

23   regional economy, and we enjoy economic growth.  Much

24   was said earlier about the boom that's happening in Lake

25   Charles.  I would say that we've been on a pretty good
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 1   streak ourselves, although we do envy a little bit some

 2   of the numbers that we see in Lake Charles.  We've been

 3   on a good streak ourselves.

 4                   We also reported yesterday that area

 5   household incomes in the Capital Region reached a record

 6   high this past year, largely driven by an incredible

 7   surge we've seen in manufacturing activity over the last

 8   five or six years, and that is driving household income

 9   at a rate faster than Louisiana, faster than our peer

10   cities across the country in the last 10 years --

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Two minutes.

13               MR. KNAPP:

14                   -- and we're excited to see that

15   contributing to a benefit that is spreading across our

16   community.

17                   Economic development is, of course, a

18   complicated business, and our tax code is less

19   attractive in many cases than other states, so the

20   incentive tools that you provide through things like the

21   ITE provide targeted strategies for how companies make

22   corporate investment decisions, as you've heard, and it

23   has benefited our community, not taking away from it, to

24   have a very strong manufacturing base.

25                   Industry, as you've heard, is paying
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 1   two-thirds of the parish property taxes in our

 2   community, and they're going to continue to be the fuel

 3   in the tank of education funding because of ITEP,

 4   because of ITEP is helping to attract manufacturing, and

 5   we should do everything we can to continue to push

 6   forward.

 7                   We stand in support of the Exxon Mobil

 8   applications today.  We are pleased to continue to

 9   compete for economic development projects with Exxon.

10   We continue to appreciate the support that this

11   organization board has provided.

12                   I would note that the last application

13   you approved for the project, that polyolefin project

14   that was spoken of, was approved at the local level

15   unanimously by the school board, by the Metro Council

16   and signed off on by the sheriff.  There is an enormous

17   community support for Exxon Mobil and for manufacturing.

18                   We appreciate your time in volunteering.

19   Thank you.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Thank you, Mr. Knapp.

22                   That is all of the cards that I have.

23   Again, is there anyone that would like to make a

24   comment?

25               (No response.)
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   I always like to give everyone an

 3   opportunity to speak.

 4                   All right.  With that, all we have on

 5   this one is three Exxons for consideration; correct, Ms.

 6   Cheng?  Three?

 7               MS. CHENG:

 8                   Correct.  20161911, 20161914 and

 9   20161915.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   All right.  With those, I believe

12   Mr. Slone has made the motion to approve.  It has been

13   seconded by Ms. Heather Malone.

14                   Any further discussion or questions by

15   any of the Board members?

16               (No response.)

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

19               (Several members respond "aye.")

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   All opposed with a "nay."

22               (No response.)

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Motion carries.

25                   Next on the agenda, we have 14
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 1   post-Executive Order --

 2               MS. CHENG:

 3                   We just did that.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   I'm sorry.

 6               MS. CHENG:

 7                   That's okay.  We have 111 --

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   We have 111 renewal applications, and in

10   light of the video that was put out, I'd like for you to

11   read each one of those individually.

12               MS. CHENG:

13                   Okay.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   So it is not perceived that we just

16   rubber stamp these.  Unless there's an objection by any

17   of the Board members.

18               MS. CHENG:

19                   20140276, American Advanced

20   Technologies, LLC in Terrebonne Parish; 20121084, BASF

21   Corporation in Concordia Parish; 20140332, Bancroft Bag,

22   Inc. In Ouachita Parish; 20121271, Bell Helicopter

23   Textron, Inc. in Lafayette Parish; 20140295, Bercen --

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   I will entertain a motion to approve
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 1   these in globo.

 2                   Made by Mr. Slone; seconded by Mr. Jan

 3   Moller.

 4                   Is there any discussion from the public

 5   concerning in globo passing of these renewals?

 6               (No response.)

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Any comments or discussion from the

 9   Board members?

10               (No response.)

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Do we have a quorum?

13               MR. CHABERT:

14                   There are several members that are in

15   need of a pause, but they're coming out.

16               MS. CHENG:

17                   I can keep reading until then if you

18   want.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   I'm sorry.  There is a video screen in

21   the break room with audio.  We have 13 now or 14.

22                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

23               (Several members respond "aye.")

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   All opposed with a "nay."
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 1               (No response.)

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   The renewals are approved.

 4                   We have one late renewal request.

 5               MS. CHENG:

 6                   Yep.  It's 20111226, PBF Holding

 7   Company, LLC in St. Bernard Parish.  Their initial

 8   contract expired 12/31/2017.  They requested their

 9   renewal on 8/14/2018.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Is there a representative here from PBF

12   Holding Company?

13                   Please step forward.  Can you tell us

14   why you were late?

15               MR. KORT:

16                   First off, my name is Greg Kort.  I'm

17   with Ryan, LLC.  Thank you for the chance to speak to

18   you on this issue.

19                   Reason for us being late on this is PBF

20   had a transition in consulting in terms of who was

21   handling their property taxes in Louisiana.  Prior

22   consultant contract ended at the end of the year and

23   ours picked up at the beginning of the year and we had

24   basically a learning process of getting an understanding

25   of what PBF all had.  And we kind of missed the boat on
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 1   this, so we apologize.  And that's the reason for the

 2   late application.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   So this due date was December 31st,

 5   2017.  The renewal request date was 2018, 8/14 of 2018.

 6   It's been our practice to reduce this by one year, and I

 7   would entertain a motion for the same.

 8                   Made by Ms. Malone; seconded by Mr.

 9   Briggs.

10                   Any discussion?

11               (No response.)

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Do we have a quorum now?

14                   Yes, we have a quorum.

15                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

16               (Several members respond "aye.")

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   All opposed with a "nay."

19               (No response.)

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Motion carries.

22                   Thank you, sir.

23               MS. CHENG:

24                   We have 74 changes of company name only

25   contract amendments.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Motion has been made to approve the 74

 3   in globo as they apply to two entities, Columbian

 4   Chemicals Company will be changed to Birla.

 5               MS. CHENG:

 6                   Birla Carbon U.S.A., Inc. in St. Mary

 7   Parish and Graphic Packaging International, Inc. will be

 8   changed to Graphic Packaging International, LLC in

 9   Ouachita Parish.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   That's for all of the listed contracts

12   as identified by number.

13                   Motion has been made by Dr. Wilson to

14   approve in globo; seconded by Ms. Malone.

15                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

16               (Several members respond "aye.")

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   All opposed with a "nay."

19               (No response.)

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Motion carries.

22               MS. CHENG:

23                   We have one change in physical location

24   contract amendment requests.

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Comments, please step outside.

 2               MS. CHENG:

 3                   Denbury Onshore, LLC, Contract 20150267

 4   was previously located at 481 Highway 609, Delhi,

 5   Louisiana 71235 in Richland Parish, and their new

 6   location is 463 Highway 609, Delhi, Louisiana in

 7   Richland Parish.

 8                   I believe they didn't move.  It's a

 9   change in address by the post office.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   All right.  Are there any questions

12   concerning this, even though.

13                   Motion has been made by Dr. Wilson to

14   approve; seconded by Major Coleman.

15                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye" --

16   oh, I'm sorry.  Dr. Wilson has a question in addition.

17               DR. S. WILSON:

18                   Just to comment for a Senator Francis,

19   we've had three projects that were all North Louisiana,

20   and he was commenting the entire day of nothing being in

21   North Louisiana.

22               MR. THOMPSON:

23                   I made the motion.

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   All right.  Thank you, Dr. Wilson.
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 1                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 2               (Several members respond "aye.")

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   All opposed with a "nay."

 5               (No response.)

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Motion carries.

 8               MS. CHENG:

 9                   We have one transfer of tax exemption

10   contract:  Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,

11   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20161014 is being

12   transferred to South Atlantic, LLC in East Baton Rouge

13   Parish.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All right.  For the transfer of

16   exemption contract, any comments from the public?

17               (No response.)

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Motion from the Board?

20                   Made by Mr. Briggs; seconded by Mayor

21   Brasseaux.

22                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

23               (Several members respond "aye.")

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   All opposed with a "nay."
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 1               (No response.)

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Motion carries.

 4               MS. CHENG:

 5                   We actually have four -- that's

 6   incorrect on the front cover page.  We have four partial

 7   transfers -- or, no.  I'm sorry.  They're being

 8   transferred to multiple companies.  That's why.  I

 9   misspoke.  Sorry.

10                   Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,

11   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20100919, they're

12   retaining $741,106.  South Atlantic, LLC is receiving

13   $3,416,185 in assets and Natchez Management, LLC is

14   receiving $5,281,298 in assets from that contract.

15                   Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,

16   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20190919-A is

17   retaining $431,866 in assets in East Baton Rouge Parish

18   and is transferring $25,571 to South Atlantic, LLC and

19   Natchez Management, $31,101 to Natchez Management, LLC

20   in East Baton Rouge Parish.

21                   Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,

22   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20140711 is retaining

23   $71,273 in East Baton Rouge Parish, transferring $51,948

24   in assets to South Atlantic, LLC and $68,237 in assets

25   to Natchez Management, LLC both in East Baton Rouge
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 1   Parish.

 2               Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,

 3   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20150736 is retaining

 4   $8,046, transferring $92,553 to South Atlantic, LLC and

 5   $78,091 to Natchez Management, LLC in East Baton Rouge

 6   Parish.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Thank you, Ms. Cheng.

 9                   On the partial transfer of exemption

10   contracts, any comments from the Board members?

11               (No response.)

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   From the public?

14               (No response.)

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Questions or comment from the Board

17   members?

18               (No response.)

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Is there a motion to approve?

21                   Made by Senator Francis Thompson;

22   seconded by Mr. Briggs.

23                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

24               (Several members respond "aye.")

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   All opposed with a "nay."

 2               (No response.)

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Motion carries.

 5                   Ms. Cheng.

 6               MS. CHENG:

 7                   I have 11 contract cancelation requests:

 8   Deltech Corporation, Contracts 20090579, 20100090,

 9   20110315, 20120527, 20130550, 20140481, 20141333,

10   20150504 and 20160965, company requests cancelation, and

11   they're located in East Baton Rouge Parish.

12                   Dredging Supply Company, Inc., Contract

13   20110831 in St. John the Baptist Parish, company

14   requests cancelation.

15                   And Groth Equipment Corporation, D/B/A,

16   Groquip, Contract 20100619 in Ascension Parish, both

17   companies request cancelation.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   All right.  All of these have been

20   requested cancelation by the companies themselves.

21                   Are there any comments from the public

22   concerning the cancelation request of the companies?

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Is there a motion?
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 1                   The motion has been made by Senator

 2   Thompson; seconded by Representative Devillier.

 3                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 4               (Several members respond "aye.")

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   All opposed with a "nay."

 7               (No response.)

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Motion carries.

10               MS. CHENG:

11                   I six special requests from Bradken in

12   Tangipahoa Parish.  They request non-cancelation of

13   their -- they are actually idled currently, but they're

14   requesting to continue their ITEP contracts in the hopes

15   of attracting a buyer.  They're working with locals to

16   get a letter of support, but these are Contracts

17   20100584, 20110612, 20120506, 20140515, 20150507, and

18   20161009.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All right.  Thank you.

21                   Secretary Pierson.

22               SECRETARY PIERSON:

23                   Just some additional information.  The

24   Parish Resident, Robbie Miller, would likely have to

25   recuse himself from this vote.  He has not been able to
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 1   stay here at the meeting and has had to depart.  His

 2   request was to the Board that this be deferred to the

 3   February meeting.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Motion has been made by Mr. Slone to

 6   defer the cancelations until the February meeting for

 7   these ones related to Bradken.  There's a second by

 8   Secretary Pierson.

 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10               (Several members respond "aye.")

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   All opposed with a "nay."

13               (No response.)

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Motion carries.

16               MS. CHENG:

17                   That concludes the Industrial Tax

18   Exemption portion of the agenda.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   We have an appeal, I believe.

21               MS. CHENG:

22                   ITEP appeals are under Other Business.

23   We do have one ITEP denial appeal, LED requests --

24   received a request from Reliable EDM appealing the

25   decision to deny their request for late renewal of tax
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 1   exemption contract by the Board of Commerce and Industry

 2   at the October 31st, 2018 meeting.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Is there a representative from Reliable

 5   EDM with us?

 6                   Please step forward and identify

 7   yourself, make your appeal.

 8               Mr. SOMMER:

 9                   Yes.  I'm John Sommer with Reliable EDM,

10   and we're obviously not on par with these companies.  I

11   had no idea this is this formal.  I was actually out of

12   town and I was at a meeting and I didn't realize that it

13   was this formal.  I apologize.  I was not able to make

14   it to the meeting on the 31st.  I was in Denver.

15                   So I'm asking is there any way that we

16   could continue this contract that we had?

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   All right.  The process is, I believe we

19   have to have a motion to --

20               MS. CHENG:

21                   Approve the appeal.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   -- approve the appeal, and then we'll

24   vote on --

25               MS. CHENG:
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 1                   Reconsider.

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   -- the consequences, reconsideration.

 4                   So is there a motion to approve the

 5   request for appeal?

 6                   Made by Mr. Briggs.

 7                   Is there a second?

 8                   Made by Mr. Manny Fajardo.  I'll get it

 9   right one day.

10                   Is there any discussion by any of the

11   Board members to approve the request for the appeal?

12               (No response.)

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

15               (Several members respond "aye.")

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   All opposed with a "nay."

18               (No response.)

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Motion carries.

21                   All right.  So on here, you were due to

22   be in on December 31st of 2017.  You were late by eight

23   months.  The practice has been to reduce your exemption

24   by one year for that.

25               MR. SOMMER:
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 1                   Okay.

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   So is there a motion to do just that,

 4   reduce it to a four-year contract?

 5                   Motion has been made by Major Coleman;

 6   seconded by Ms. Baker.

 7                   Any further discussion?

 8               (No response.)

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

11                   Mr. Slone.

12               MR. SLONE:

13                   Okay.  I was just curious, is this the

14   one from our meeting where there was no representative

15   present and we thought that maybe based on the magnitude

16   of what's was going on that someone should have been

17   here?  I'm just curious if this was the same one.  I'd

18   have to go back to my last meeting notes.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   I don't believe so.  This was one where

21   there was no representative.  The one that I -- I have a

22   different question about, but I don't think so because

23   this investment was $298,000.

24               MR. SLONE:

25                   Okay.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   The exemption is $2,700 a year.

 3               MR. SLONE:

 4                   Okay.

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   All right.  Any further questions?

 7               (No response.)

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Secretary Pierson.

10               SECRETARY PIERSON:

11                   I'll make my remarks very quickly as the

12   hour grows late, and I know that --

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   I'm sorry.  I thought you had a comment.

15   Hold on.

16                   All right.  So all in favor, indicate

17   with an "aye" to reduce it by one year, so it's a

18   four-year renewal contract.  All in favor, indicate with

19   an "aye."

20               (Several members respond "aye.")

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   All opposed with a "nay."

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Motion carried.  Thank you.
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 1                   All right.  So what happened to

 2   Cocentric?  Did the gentleman not make it?

 3               MS. CHENG:

 4                   No.  His renewal was timely.

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   It was just an oversight?

 7               MS. CHENG:

 8                   Yeah.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   That was the gentleman that I told that

11   he did not have to come back?

12               MS. CHENG:

13                   That's correct.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All right.  I just want to make sure

16   that we all know that I was trying to be nice.

17                   All right.  Secretary -- that's all the

18   exemptions, special requests and everything?

19               MS. CHENG:

20                   Yes.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Secretary Pierson, comments to the Board

23   and to the public.

24               SECRETARY PIERSON:

25                   Again, I'd like to thank all of the
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 1   Board members for their participation in this important

 2   process today.  We had a lot of very good discussion.

 3   We think that it's very appropriate for the public to

 4   have input with the elected officials to make the

 5   decisions at the local level, which is what this Board

 6   now provides through the new rules established through

 7   the leadership of Governor John Bel Edwards.  We have

 8   accountability, we have a local voice in the process and

 9   what we're seeing here is simply that action taking

10   place.  And with that, we've also seen unanimous support

11   for proposed expanding industries in our state, and

12   hopefully this message resonates and allows us to

13   continue to recruit new jobs, new investment in our

14   state, grow the pie and completely agree with the

15   support for education, and we know that's a priority to

16   the Governor as well.

17                   I get concerned about some of the

18   figures that I read in the paper when there are

19   estimates about what a tax exemption might be, when

20   those are exaggerated and divided by numbers and come up

21   with a sort of a meaningless quote that alarms many

22   people, citizens, business organizations and

23   corporations, appropriately alarms them.  But just as we

24   talked about 1,280 jobs for Exxon and their project with

25   a realization that actually there's a number of
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 1   contractors that augment that to a number that exceeds

 2   3,000, and those are the jobs inside the fence that are

 3   multiplied significantly through the ripple effect in

 4   the economy.

 5                   Again, it's important, as we do our

 6   work, to educate and to make sure there's an

 7   understanding out there in the greater community, that

 8   we're not doing this for every business.  We are doing

 9   this for manufacturers that will be held accountable for

10   what they're offering to our state and growing the pie,

11   and that certainly is how we improve many things,

12   education included, health care, roads, bridges, et

13   cetera.

14                   With that, I want to thank the LED staff

15   who put a lot of muscle into making sure that we were

16   well prepared today to answer your questions, to answer

17   the questions of the public and for their dedication.

18   We've had a great year.  We will print our annual report

19   and have that available to you in the first quarter of

20   '19, but we continue to set a standard of excellence at

21   Louisiana Economic Development, where we are now the

22   only state organization in economic development that is

23   certified by the International Economic Development

24   Council where we once again receive the Number 1

25   Workforce Training Program in America designation from
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 1   Business Facilities Magazine, and our efforts in 2017

 2   yielded a Number 2 Business Position in the South for

 3   Capital Investment and Job Creation.  Only Kentucky in

 4   front of us.

 5                   So we're doing your work, and certainly

 6   the support that we get from this Board with the

 7   scrutiny, the requirement for accountability and

 8   following a process, treating all of our clients in a

 9   uniform manner is greatly appreciated and makes a very

10   significant statement towards establishing stability,

11   which is the number one requirement for business to make

12   investments in our state.

13                   So thank you for your efforts and

14   support in that regard.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Thank you, Secretary Pierson.

17                   I have just a couple of announcements

18   that I have to make before we adjourn.  Most

19   importantly, your annual ethics for Board members is due

20   December 31st.  If you have not taken the online class,

21   you will be getting -- you'll probably be getting an

22   e-mail anyway to sign up for the online ethics training

23   so that we all are in compliance with that.

24                   Board meeting dates for next year will

25   be forthcoming, I believe, or do we have them?  Oh, we
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 1   passed them out.  Okay.  I didn't get that.  Maybe I

 2   did.

 3                   And then most importantly, elections of

 4   officers will be at the February Board meeting.  So any

 5   of you that would like to step into this chair, please

 6   raise your hand now.

 7               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 8                   We have had some interest from Mr. Jerry

 9   Jones, but we can handle this nominations process at our

10   next meeting.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Okay.  There's going to be a

13   nominations.

14                   Senator Thompson.

15               MR. THOMPSON:

16                   I'm not a regular member of this Board,

17   sadly to say, but it's well run.  I appreciate the

18   effort that you-all put forward, and certainly our

19   chairman, he was very well prepared.  I would like to

20   have him run most of my meetings for me.  I'd just tell

21   him what to do, Don.  But thank you for your knowledge

22   and your background.  You know, I've watched you through

23   Governor -- before you retired.  And thank you, Don

24   Pierson, on the job you do.  Appreciate all of you's

25   hard work and dedication, and legislators that agree to
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 1   serve on here.  That's really good.  Very important

 2   group.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   All right.  With that, I'll entertain a

 5   motion to adjourn.

 6                   Made by Mr. Hollis; seconded by

 7   Mr. Slone.

 8                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 9               (Several members respond "aye.")

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   All opposed with a "nay."

12               (No response.)

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Adjourned.

15               (Meeting concludes at 12:08 p.m.)

16
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 1   REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE:

 2               I, ELICIA H. WOODWORTH, Certified Court

 3   Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, as the

 4   officer before whom this meeting for the Louisiana Board

 5   of Commerce and Industry, do hereby certify that this

 6   meeting was reported by me in the stenotype reporting

 7   method, was prepared and transcribed by me or under my

 8   personal direction and supervision, and is a true and

 9   correct transcript to the best of my ability and

10   understanding;

11               That the transcript has been prepared in

12   compliance with transcript format required by statute or

13   by rules of the board, that I have acted in compliance

14   with the prohibition on contractual relationships, as

15   defined by Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure Article

16   1434 and in rules and advisory opinions of the board;

17               That I am not related to counsel or to the

18   parties herein, nor am I otherwise interested in the

19   outcome of this matter.

20

     Dated this 4th day of January, 2019.

21

22                               ___________________________

23                                 ELICIA H. WOODWORTH, CCR

24                                 CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
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		80						LN		3		12		false		12   never been to these meetings.				false

		81						LN		3		13		false		13                   We are the Board of Commerce and				false

		82						LN		3		14		false		14   Industry.  We're made up of 24 members from communities				false

		83						LN		3		15		false		15   and entities across the state.  Part of our charge is to				false

		84						LN		3		16		false		16   determine an applicant's compliance with the laws and				false

		85						LN		3		17		false		17   rules for a variety of programs.  I believe we hear four				false

		86						LN		3		18		false		18   different programs, maybe five different programs at				false

		87						LN		3		19		false		19   this meeting, the economic development incentive				false

		88						LN		3		20		false		20   programs.  From there we make recommendation, and in the				false

		89						LN		3		21		false		21   case of the ITEP especially, to the Governor on whether				false

		90						LN		3		22		false		22   or not a contract should be entered into between the				false

		91						LN		3		23		false		23   state and the applicant company.				false

		92						LN		3		24		false		24                   Once that determination is made, we, by				false

		93						LN		3		25		false		25   staff -- via staff, forward the approved Industrial Tax				false

		94						PG		4		0		false		page 4				false

		95						LN		4		1		false		 1   Exemption applications to the specific local bodies for				false

		96						LN		4		2		false		 2   their consideration of approval or disapproval.				false

		97						LN		4		3		false		 3                   We administer in a uniform manner.  We				false

		98						LN		4		4		false		 4   ensure that the required documentation which establishes				false

		99						LN		4		5		false		 5   accountability is present and certified through the				false

		100						LN		4		6		false		 6   approval of the documents that these entities represent				false

		101						LN		4		7		false		 7   a positive and community -- a positive state and				false

		102						LN		4		8		false		 8   community economic impact for those communities that so				false

		103						LN		4		9		false		 9   choose to adopt them.				false

		104						LN		4		10		false		10                   The step this Board is charged with is				false

		105						LN		4		11		false		11   to determine if an application qualifies for a program				false

		106						LN		4		12		false		12   as provided for by the Constitution, the laws, the rules				false

		107						LN		4		13		false		13   and Executive Orders that govern the respective				false

		108						LN		4		14		false		14   programs.  If applicants meet these qualifications, it's				false

		109						LN		4		15		false		15   the responsibility of the Board to forward the				false

		110						LN		4		16		false		16   application to the local authorities.				false

		111						LN		4		17		false		17                   So as you step forward with thoughts or				false

		112						LN		4		18		false		18   comments, that you exercise your rights as a citizen of				false

		113						LN		4		19		false		19   Louisiana as well as the United States of America, we're				false

		114						LN		4		20		false		20   not here to debate the policies, though.  So keep that				false

		115						LN		4		21		false		21   in mind.  Stay on point.  Each one of the respondents or				false

		116						LN		4		22		false		22   speakers will be given two to three minutes of free				false

		117						LN		4		23		false		23   speech, but understand there's no need to repeat what				false

		118						LN		4		24		false		24   has previously been said.  If you can keep it concise				false

		119						LN		4		25		false		25   and to the point and not repeat -- I have a gavel.  If				false

		120						PG		5		0		false		page 5				false

		121						LN		5		1		false		 1   you can keep it concise and to the point and not repeat				false

		122						LN		5		2		false		 2   what has been previously expressed.				false

		123						LN		5		3		false		 3                   This Board is here to administer the				false

		124						LN		5		4		false		 4   Economic Development programs as provided by law.				false

		125						LN		5		5		false		 5   They've been through the legal due process to adhere to				false

		126						LN		5		6		false		 6   the rules to govern the programs.  Your voice of concern				false

		127						LN		5		7		false		 7   should speak to whether a company is or not in				false

		128						LN		5		8		false		 8   compliance with the laws or C&I Board rules.				false

		129						LN		5		9		false		 9                   So those are just my opening comments.				false

		130						LN		5		10		false		10   With that, we'll move to rollcall, Ms. Simmons.				false

		131						LN		5		11		false		11               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		132						LN		5		12		false		12                   Dr. Shawn Wilson.				false

		133						LN		5		13		false		13               DR. S. WILSON:				false

		134						LN		5		14		false		14                   Here.				false

		135						LN		5		15		false		15               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		136						LN		5		16		false		16                   Designee Don Briggs.				false

		137						LN		5		17		false		17               MR. BRIGGS:				false

		138						LN		5		18		false		18                   Here.				false

		139						LN		5		19		false		19               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		140						LN		5		20		false		20                   Representative Phillip Devillier.				false

		141						LN		5		21		false		21               MR. DEVILLIER:				false

		142						LN		5		22		false		22                   Here.				false

		143						LN		5		23		false		23               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		144						LN		5		24		false		24                   Tanita Baker.				false

		145						LN		5		25		false		25               MS. BAKER:				false

		146						PG		6		0		false		page 6				false

		147						LN		6		1		false		 1                   Here.				false

		148						LN		6		2		false		 2               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		149						LN		6		3		false		 3                   Mayor Glenn Brasseaux.				false

		150						LN		6		4		false		 4               MAYOR BRASSEAUX:				false

		151						LN		6		5		false		 5                   Here.				false

		152						LN		6		6		false		 6               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		153						LN		6		7		false		 7                   Representative Paul Hollis.				false

		154						LN		6		8		false		 8               MR. HOLLIS:				false

		155						LN		6		9		false		 9                   Here.				false

		156						LN		6		10		false		10               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		157						LN		6		11		false		11                   Yvette Cola.				false

		158						LN		6		12		false		12               (No response.)				false

		159						LN		6		13		false		13               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		160						LN		6		14		false		14                   Major Coleman.				false

		161						LN		6		15		false		15               MAJOR COLEMAN:				false

		162						LN		6		16		false		16                   Here.				false

		163						LN		6		17		false		17               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		164						LN		6		18		false		18                   Ricky Fabra.				false

		165						LN		6		19		false		19               MR. FABRA:				false

		166						LN		6		20		false		20                   Here.				false

		167						LN		6		21		false		21               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		168						LN		6		22		false		22                   Manuel Fajardo.				false

		169						LN		6		23		false		23               (No response.)				false

		170						LN		6		24		false		24               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		171						LN		6		25		false		25                   Jerald Jones.				false

		172						PG		7		0		false		page 7				false

		173						LN		7		1		false		 1               MR. JONES:				false

		174						LN		7		2		false		 2                   Here.				false

		175						LN		7		3		false		 3               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		176						LN		7		4		false		 4                   Heather Malone.				false

		177						LN		7		5		false		 5               MS. MALONE:				false

		178						LN		7		6		false		 6                   Here.				false

		179						LN		7		7		false		 7               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		180						LN		7		8		false		 8                   Senator Francis Thomas.				false

		181						LN		7		9		false		 9               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		182						LN		7		10		false		10                   Here.  Thompson.				false

		183						LN		7		11		false		11               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		184						LN		7		12		false		12                   I'm sorry.  Thomson.				false

		185						LN		7		13		false		13               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		186						LN		7		14		false		14                   That's all right.  If Mr. Chairman can				false

		187						LN		7		15		false		15   repeat what I didn't hear when I came in four seconds				false

		188						LN		7		16		false		16   late.				false

		189						LN		7		17		false		17               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		190						LN		7		18		false		18                   Charles Miller.				false

		191						LN		7		19		false		19               MR. MILLER:				false

		192						LN		7		20		false		20                   Here.				false

		193						LN		7		21		false		21               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		194						LN		7		22		false		22                   Jan Moller.				false

		195						LN		7		23		false		23               MR. MOLLER:				false

		196						LN		7		24		false		24                   Here.				false

		197						LN		7		25		false		25               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		198						PG		8		0		false		page 8				false

		199						LN		8		1		false		 1                   Senator Norby Chabert.				false

		200						LN		8		2		false		 2               MR. CHABERT:				false

		201						LN		8		3		false		 3                   Very good.  Yes, I am here.  This is				false

		202						LN		8		4		false		 4   only her second meeting, y'all, so she's getting it.				false

		203						LN		8		5		false		 5               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		204						LN		8		6		false		 6                   Secretary Don Pierson.				false

		205						LN		8		7		false		 7               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		206						LN		8		8		false		 8                   Present.				false

		207						LN		8		9		false		 9               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		208						LN		8		10		false		10                   Scott Richard.				false

		209						LN		8		11		false		11               (No response.)				false

		210						LN		8		12		false		12               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		211						LN		8		13		false		13                   Darrell Saizan.				false

		212						LN		8		14		false		14               (No response.)				false

		213						LN		8		15		false		15               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		214						LN		8		16		false		16                   Daniel Shexnaydre.				false

		215						LN		8		17		false		17               (No response.)				false

		216						LN		8		18		false		18               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		217						LN		8		19		false		19                   Ronnie Slone.				false

		218						LN		8		20		false		20               MR. SLONE:				false

		219						LN		8		21		false		21                   Here.				false

		220						LN		8		22		false		22               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		221						LN		8		23		false		23                   Bobby Williams.				false

		222						LN		8		24		false		24               MR. WILLIAMS:				false

		223						LN		8		25		false		25                   Here.				false

		224						PG		9		0		false		page 9				false

		225						LN		9		1		false		 1               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		226						LN		9		2		false		 2                   Steve Windham.				false

		227						LN		9		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		228						LN		9		4		false		 4                   Here.				false

		229						LN		9		5		false		 5               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		230						LN		9		6		false		 6                   And Dr. Wilson.				false

		231						LN		9		7		false		 7               (No response.)				false

		232						LN		9		8		false		 8               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		233						LN		9		9		false		 9                   We have a quorum.				false

		234						LN		9		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		235						LN		9		11		false		11                   Thank you, Ms. Simmons.				false

		236						LN		9		12		false		12                   I'm sure everyone has had a chance to				false

		237						LN		9		13		false		13   read the minutes from the last meeting.  Is there a				false

		238						LN		9		14		false		14   motion to approve?				false

		239						LN		9		15		false		15                   Made by Dr. Wilson; seconded by				false

		240						LN		9		16		false		16   Mr. Slone.				false

		241						LN		9		17		false		17                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		242						LN		9		18		false		18               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		243						LN		9		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		244						LN		9		20		false		20                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		245						LN		9		21		false		21               (No response.)				false

		246						LN		9		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		247						LN		9		23		false		23                   Motion carries.				false

		248						LN		9		24		false		24                   Ms. Samantha Booker will be presenting				false

		249						LN		9		25		false		25   the Quality Jobs Program.				false

		250						PG		10		0		false		page 10				false

		251						LN		10		1		false		 1                   This is your first presentation; right?				false

		252						LN		10		2		false		 2               MS. BOOKER:				false

		253						LN		10		3		false		 3                   It is.				false

		254						LN		10		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		255						LN		10		5		false		 5                   All right.  Everyone be nice.				false

		256						LN		10		6		false		 6               MS. BOOKER:				false

		257						LN		10		7		false		 7                   Good morning.  I have one new QJ				false

		258						LN		10		8		false		 8   application:  Application Number 20161808, Juniper				false

		259						LN		10		9		false		 9   Specialty Products, LLC in Calcasieu Parish.				false

		260						LN		10		10		false		10                   And that concludes the Quality Jobs				false

		261						LN		10		11		false		11   applications.				false

		262						LN		10		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		263						LN		10		13		false		13                   All right.  And to note on here, there				false

		264						LN		10		14		false		14   is $140-million worth of investment, 13 new permanent				false

		265						LN		10		15		false		15   jobs, 250 construction jobs.				false

		266						LN		10		16		false		16                   Are there any questions from the Board				false

		267						LN		10		17		false		17   members concerning the application for Juniper Specialty				false

		268						LN		10		18		false		18   Products?				false

		269						LN		10		19		false		19               (No response.)				false

		270						LN		10		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		271						LN		10		21		false		21                   Senator Thompson.				false

		272						LN		10		22		false		22               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		273						LN		10		23		false		23                   I would ask that as you go through				false

		274						LN		10		24		false		24   these, I'd like to know -- we're not debating, as the				false

		275						LN		10		25		false		25   acting Chairman said, we're not debating what the issues				false

		276						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		277						LN		11		1		false		 1   are specifically, but I'd like to know -- it's been a				false

		278						LN		11		2		false		 2   lot of conversation about the largest tax rebates are				false

		279						LN		11		3		false		 3   forgiveness.  I'd like to know all of the details as you				false

		280						LN		11		4		false		 4   go through, specifically on how much it cost and how				false

		281						LN		11		5		false		 5   much there are left for parishes or cities or				false

		282						LN		11		6		false		 6   communities to benefit from.				false

		283						LN		11		7		false		 7                   Now, I know this one is not as specific,				false

		284						LN		11		8		false		 8   but as you go through them, I'm just telling those so I				false

		285						LN		11		9		false		 9   won't have to ask that question 10 times.				false

		286						LN		11		10		false		10               MS. BOOKER:				false

		287						LN		11		11		false		11                   Okay.				false

		288						LN		11		12		false		12               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		289						LN		11		13		false		13                   Thank you.				false

		290						LN		11		14		false		14               MS. BOOKER:				false

		291						LN		11		15		false		15                   Thank you.				false

		292						LN		11		16		false		16               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		293						LN		11		17		false		17                   And I'm sure Commerce & Industry				false

		294						LN		11		18		false		18   officials will make comments on it.				false

		295						LN		11		19		false		19               MS. BOOKER:				false

		296						LN		11		20		false		20                   Okay.				false

		297						LN		11		21		false		21               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		298						LN		11		22		false		22                   Thank you.				false

		299						LN		11		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		300						LN		11		24		false		24                   Thank you, Senator.				false

		301						LN		11		25		false		25                   Are there any comments from the audience				false

		302						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		303						LN		12		1		false		 1   or guests?				false

		304						LN		12		2		false		 2               (No response.)				false

		305						LN		12		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		306						LN		12		4		false		 4                   All right.  The motion has been made by				false

		307						LN		12		5		false		 5   President Miller to approve.  Is there a second?				false

		308						LN		12		6		false		 6                   Seconded by Major Coleman.				false

		309						LN		12		7		false		 7                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		310						LN		12		8		false		 8               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		311						LN		12		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		312						LN		12		10		false		10                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		313						LN		12		11		false		11               (No response.)				false

		314						LN		12		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		315						LN		12		13		false		13                   Motion carries.				false

		316						LN		12		14		false		14               MS. BOOKER:				false

		317						LN		12		15		false		15                   I have three Quality Jobs Renewals:				false

		318						LN		12		16		false		16   Contract ID 20140144, Gravios Aluminum Boats, LLC in St.				false

		319						LN		12		17		false		17   Mary Parish; 20131171, NGL Energy Operating, LLC in East				false

		320						LN		12		18		false		18   Feliciana Parish; 20131124, Reagent Chemical & Research,				false

		321						LN		12		19		false		19   Inc., Ascension Parish.				false

		322						LN		12		20		false		20                   And that concludes the Quality Jobs				false

		323						LN		12		21		false		21   Renewals.				false

		324						LN		12		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		325						LN		12		23		false		23                   Thank you, Ms. Booker.				false

		326						LN		12		24		false		24                   Are there any comments from the public				false

		327						LN		12		25		false		25   concerning the renewals for the Quality Jobs Program?				false

		328						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		329						LN		13		1		false		 1               (No response.)				false

		330						LN		13		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		331						LN		13		3		false		 3                   Questions or comments from any of the				false

		332						LN		13		4		false		 4   Board members?				false

		333						LN		13		5		false		 5               (No response.)				false

		334						LN		13		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		335						LN		13		7		false		 7                   Motion to approve made by Mr. Slone;				false

		336						LN		13		8		false		 8   seconded by Mayor Brasseaux.				false

		337						LN		13		9		false		 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		338						LN		13		10		false		10               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		339						LN		13		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		340						LN		13		12		false		12                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		341						LN		13		13		false		13               (No response.)				false

		342						LN		13		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		343						LN		13		15		false		15                   Motion carries.				false

		344						LN		13		16		false		16               MS. BOOKER:				false

		345						LN		13		17		false		17                   I have two special requests.  First				false

		346						LN		13		18		false		18   request to add an affiliate or LLC members to Schedule 1				false

		347						LN		13		19		false		19   of the following contract:  Contract 2015049, TCI				false

		348						LN		13		20		false		20   Packaging, LLC requests to add TCI Plastics, LLC, Alvar				false

		349						LN		13		21		false		21   Properties 1, LLC, France Road Parkway Properties, LLC,				false

		350						LN		13		22		false		22   Transportation Consultants, Inc. in Orleans Parish.				false

		351						LN		13		23		false		23                   I also have one transfer of ownership:				false

		352						LN		13		24		false		24   Contract ID 20130822, from Boise Packaging Newsprint,				false

		353						LN		13		25		false		25   LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Packaging Corporation				false

		354						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		355						LN		14		1		false		 1   of America to Packaging Corporation of America in				false

		356						LN		14		2		false		 2   Beauregard Parish.				false

		357						LN		14		3		false		 3                   And that concludes the specials.				false

		358						LN		14		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		359						LN		14		5		false		 5                   Thank you, Ms. Booker.				false

		360						LN		14		6		false		 6                   Are there any comments from the audience				false

		361						LN		14		7		false		 7   concerning the change of affiliate or full transfer of				false

		362						LN		14		8		false		 8   ownership?				false

		363						LN		14		9		false		 9               (No response.)				false

		364						LN		14		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		365						LN		14		11		false		11                   Is there any questions from the Board?				false

		366						LN		14		12		false		12               (No response.)				false

		367						LN		14		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		368						LN		14		14		false		14                   Motion to approve made by Dr. Wilson;				false

		369						LN		14		15		false		15   seconded by Senator Thompson.				false

		370						LN		14		16		false		16                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		371						LN		14		17		false		17               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		372						LN		14		18		false		18               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		373						LN		14		19		false		19                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		374						LN		14		20		false		20               (No response.)				false

		375						LN		14		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		376						LN		14		22		false		22                   Motion carries.				false

		377						LN		14		23		false		23                   Thank you, Ms. Booker.  Good job.				false

		378						LN		14		24		false		24                   Next we have Restoration Tax Abatement				false

		379						LN		14		25		false		25   Program presented by Ms. Becky lambert.				false

		380						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		381						LN		15		1		false		 1               MS. LAMBERT:				false

		382						LN		15		2		false		 2                   Good morning.  Restoration Tax Abatement				false

		383						LN		15		3		false		 3   program has one new application to present for Project				false

		384						LN		15		4		false		 4   ID 20161678, 2700 Bohn Motor, LLC in Orleans Parish for				false

		385						LN		15		5		false		 5   an investment of $9,480,000, 45 new permanent jobs and				false

		386						LN		15		6		false		 6   30 construction jobs.				false

		387						LN		15		7		false		 7                   This concludes the application.				false

		388						LN		15		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		389						LN		15		9		false		 9                   All right.  Are there any questions from				false

		390						LN		15		10		false		10   the public concerning Restoration Tax Abatement Program				false

		391						LN		15		11		false		11   application?				false

		392						LN		15		12		false		12               (No response.)				false

		393						LN		15		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		394						LN		15		14		false		14                   Questions from the Board?				false

		395						LN		15		15		false		15               (No response.)				false

		396						LN		15		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		397						LN		15		17		false		17                   Is there a motion to approve?				false

		398						LN		15		18		false		18                   Made by Major Coleman; seconded by Jan				false

		399						LN		15		19		false		19   Moller.				false

		400						LN		15		20		false		20                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		401						LN		15		21		false		21               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		402						LN		15		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		403						LN		15		23		false		23                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		404						LN		15		24		false		24               (No response.)				false

		405						LN		15		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		406						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		407						LN		16		1		false		 1                   Motion carries.				false

		408						LN		16		2		false		 2               MS. LAMBERT:				false

		409						LN		16		3		false		 3                   Thank you.				false

		410						LN		16		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		411						LN		16		5		false		 5                   Next we have the Enterprise Zone Program				false

		412						LN		16		6		false		 6   presented by Joyce Metoyer.				false

		413						LN		16		7		false		 7               MS. METOYER:				false

		414						LN		16		8		false		 8                   Good morning.  I have five new				false

		415						LN		16		9		false		 9   applications:  20160039, Benny's Car Wash, LLC, East				false

		416						LN		16		10		false		10   Baton Rouge Parish; 20141316, Peter and Paul MT, LLC,				false

		417						LN		16		11		false		11   Orleans Parish; 20180100, Randolph McCormick Realty,				false

		418						LN		16		12		false		12   Incorporated, St. Landry Parish; 20160703, SB Nola				false

		419						LN		16		13		false		13   Subtenant, LLC, Orleans Parish; and 20150153, Willa				false

		420						LN		16		14		false		14   Jean, LLC, Orleans Parish.				false

		421						LN		16		15		false		15               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		422						LN		16		16		false		16                   And can you run through the totals real				false

		423						LN		16		17		false		17   quick on those?				false

		424						LN		16		18		false		18               MS. METOYER:				false

		425						LN		16		19		false		19                   The investment?				false

		426						LN		16		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		427						LN		16		21		false		21                   Yes, the investment and the tax break.				false

		428						LN		16		22		false		22               MS. METOYER:				false

		429						LN		16		23		false		23                   Okay.  For Benny's Car Wash, the				false

		430						LN		16		24		false		24   investment --				false

		431						LN		16		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		432						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		433						LN		17		1		false		 1                   Just in total.				false

		434						LN		17		2		false		 2               MS. METOYER:				false

		435						LN		17		3		false		 3                   Oh, the total.  I'm sorry.				false

		436						LN		17		4		false		 4                   The total investment is $58,383,398 for				false

		437						LN		17		5		false		 5   total investment, and the total ITC, Investment Tax				false

		438						LN		17		6		false		 6   Credit, is $875,735.				false

		439						LN		17		7		false		 7               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		440						LN		17		8		false		 8                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.				false

		441						LN		17		9		false		 9               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		442						LN		17		10		false		10                   The number of permanent jobs?				false

		443						LN		17		11		false		11               MS. METOYER:				false

		444						LN		17		12		false		12                   Yes, sir, these are all permanent jobs.				false

		445						LN		17		13		false		13               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		446						LN		17		14		false		14                   What's the estimated number of permanent				false

		447						LN		17		15		false		15   jobs?  One-hundred something.				false

		448						LN		17		16		false		16               MS. METOYER:				false

		449						LN		17		17		false		17                   161 new jobs.				false

		450						LN		17		18		false		18               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		451						LN		17		19		false		19                   Yes.  And the total is 58-million				false

		452						LN		17		20		false		20   investment; right?				false

		453						LN		17		21		false		21               MS. METOYER:				false

		454						LN		17		22		false		22                   Yes, sir.				false

		455						LN		17		23		false		23               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		456						LN		17		24		false		24                   Okay.  Thank you.				false

		457						LN		17		25		false		25               MS. METOYER:				false

		458						PG		18		0		false		page 18				false

		459						LN		18		1		false		 1                   You're welcome.				false

		460						LN		18		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		461						LN		18		3		false		 3                   All right.  Any comments from the public				false

		462						LN		18		4		false		 4   concerning the Enterprise Zone Program applications, the				false

		463						LN		18		5		false		 5   new ones?				false

		464						LN		18		6		false		 6               (No response.)				false

		465						LN		18		7		false		 7               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		466						LN		18		8		false		 8                   Questions or comments from the Board?				false

		467						LN		18		9		false		 9               (No response.)				false

		468						LN		18		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		469						LN		18		11		false		11                   I'll entertain a motion to approve.				false

		470						LN		18		12		false		12                   Made by Major Coleman; seconded by Ms.				false

		471						LN		18		13		false		13   Malone.				false

		472						LN		18		14		false		14                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		473						LN		18		15		false		15               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		474						LN		18		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		475						LN		18		17		false		17                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		476						LN		18		18		false		18               (No response.)				false

		477						LN		18		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		478						LN		18		20		false		20                   Motion carries.				false

		479						LN		18		21		false		21                   Contract terminations.				false

		480						LN		18		22		false		22               MS. METOYER:				false

		481						LN		18		23		false		23                   Okay.  20150026, AJ Pontchartrain				false

		482						LN		18		24		false		24   Employer, LLC, Orleans parish.  The existing contract is				false

		483						LN		18		25		false		25   May 1 of '15 to April 30 of 2020.  The requested term				false

		484						PG		19		0		false		page 19				false

		485						LN		19		1		false		 1   date is May 15 of 2018.  The program requirements were				false

		486						LN		19		2		false		 2   met and no additional jobs were anticipated; the next				false

		487						LN		19		3		false		 3   one is 20140988, Isidore Newman School in Orleans				false

		488						LN		19		4		false		 4   Parish.  The existing contract period is July 15 of 2014				false

		489						LN		19		5		false		 5   to July 14 of 2019.  The requested termination date is				false

		490						LN		19		6		false		 6   March 15 of 2017.  The program requirements have been				false

		491						LN		19		7		false		 7   met, no additional jobs are anticipated; 20120015, Twin				false

		492						LN		19		8		false		 8   Brothers Marine, LLC, St. Mary Parish.  The existing				false

		493						LN		19		9		false		 9   contract period March 27 of 2012 to March 26 of 2017.				false

		494						LN		19		10		false		10   The requested term date is September 26th of 2014.  The				false

		495						LN		19		11		false		11   program requirements have been met, no additional jobs				false

		496						LN		19		12		false		12   are anticipated; 20140151, International Paper,				false

		497						LN		19		13		false		13   Washington Parish.  The existing contract period is				false

		498						LN		19		14		false		14   February 1 of 2014 to January 31 of 2019.  The requested				false

		499						LN		19		15		false		15   term date is July 31 of 2016, and the program				false

		500						LN		19		16		false		16   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are				false

		501						LN		19		17		false		17   anticipated; 20120850, Associated Terminal of St.				false

		502						LN		19		18		false		18   Bernard, LLC, St. Bernard Parish.  The existing contract				false

		503						LN		19		19		false		19   period is November 1, 2013 to October 31 of 2018.  The				false

		504						LN		19		20		false		20   requested term date is April 30 of 2016.  The reason for				false

		505						LN		19		21		false		21   termination -- I'm sorry.  Program requirements have				false

		506						LN		19		22		false		22   been met, no additional jobs are anticipated; 20141196,				false

		507						LN		19		23		false		23   500 Laurel Development, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish.				false

		508						LN		19		24		false		24   The existing contract period is June 15 of 2015 to June				false

		509						LN		19		25		false		25   14 of 2020.  The requested term date is March 31 of				false

		510						PG		20		0		false		page 20				false

		511						LN		20		1		false		 1   2017.  The program requirements have been met, no				false

		512						LN		20		2		false		 2   additional jobs are anticipated; 20130935, Corporate 737				false

		513						LN		20		3		false		 3   Hotels, LLC, Terrebonne Parish.  The existing contract				false

		514						LN		20		4		false		 4   period is June 17 of 2013 to June 16 of 2018.  The				false

		515						LN		20		5		false		 5   requested term date is June 16 of 2016.  The program				false

		516						LN		20		6		false		 6   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are				false

		517						LN		20		7		false		 7   anticipated; 20140182, B&G Food Enterprises, LLC,				false

		518						LN		20		8		false		 8   Lafourche Parish, February 10 of 2014 to February 9 of				false

		519						LN		20		9		false		 9   2019.  The requested term date is August 9 of 2016, and				false

		520						LN		20		10		false		10   the program requirements have been met, no additional				false

		521						LN		20		11		false		11   jobs are anticipated; 20140456, Enlink Midstream				false

		522						LN		20		12		false		12   Operating, LP, Acadia Parish, October 1, 2014 to				false

		523						LN		20		13		false		13   September 30, 2019 is the existing contract period.  The				false

		524						LN		20		14		false		14   requested termination date is March 31, 2017.  The				false

		525						LN		20		15		false		15   program requirements have been met and no additional				false

		526						LN		20		16		false		16   jobs are anticipated; 20131410, Super Hospitality Master				false

		527						LN		20		17		false		17   Tenant, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish.  The existing				false

		528						LN		20		18		false		18   contract is January 1, 2014 to 12/31/2018.  The				false

		529						LN		20		19		false		19   requested term dates is December 31, 2016.  The program				false

		530						LN		20		20		false		20   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are				false

		531						LN		20		21		false		21   anticipated; 20120870, Exxon Mobil Corp., East Baton				false

		532						LN		20		22		false		22   Rouge Parish.  The existing project period is May 1 of				false

		533						LN		20		23		false		23   2013 to April 30 of 2018.  The requested term date is				false

		534						LN		20		24		false		24   10/31 of 2015.  The program requirements have been met,				false

		535						LN		20		25		false		25   no additional jobs are anticipated; and 20110959,				false

		536						PG		21		0		false		page 21				false

		537						LN		21		1		false		 1   Chalmette Refining, LLC, St. Bernard Parish, and the				false

		538						LN		21		2		false		 2   contract period is May 1 of '13 to April 30 of 2018.				false

		539						LN		21		3		false		 3   The requested term date is October 31 of 2015, and the				false

		540						LN		21		4		false		 4   program requirements have been met, no additional jobs				false

		541						LN		21		5		false		 5   are anticipated.				false

		542						LN		21		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		543						LN		21		7		false		 7                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.				false

		544						LN		21		8		false		 8                   Are there any comments from the public				false

		545						LN		21		9		false		 9   concerning any of the cancelations?				false

		546						LN		21		10		false		10               MS. METOYER:				false

		547						LN		21		11		false		11                   Terminations.				false

		548						LN		21		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		549						LN		21		13		false		13                   Terminations.  I'm sorry.  Terminations.				false

		550						LN		21		14		false		14                   Any questions from the Board?				false

		551						LN		21		15		false		15               (No response.)				false

		552						LN		21		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		553						LN		21		17		false		17                   Motion has been made by Senator Thompson				false

		554						LN		21		18		false		18   to accept the terminations; seconded by Fajardo.				false

		555						LN		21		19		false		19                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		556						LN		21		20		false		20               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		557						LN		21		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		558						LN		21		22		false		22                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		559						LN		21		23		false		23               (No response.)				false

		560						LN		21		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		561						LN		21		25		false		25                   Motion carries.				false

		562						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		563						LN		22		1		false		 1                   All right.  Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.				false

		564						LN		22		2		false		 2                   Next we have the Industrial Tax				false

		565						LN		22		3		false		 3   Exemption Program presented By Ms. Cheng.				false

		566						LN		22		4		false		 4               MS. CHENG:				false

		567						LN		22		5		false		 5                   Good morning.  I have five pre-Executive				false

		568						LN		22		6		false		 6   Order new applications:  20160715, Custom Metal Works in				false

		569						LN		22		7		false		 7   East Baton Rouge Parish; 20140273-A, Pod Pack				false

		570						LN		22		8		false		 8   International, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish; 20141578-A,				false

		571						LN		22		9		false		 9   Shell Chemical Company, LP in St. Charles Parish;				false

		572						LN		22		10		false		10   20151279-A, Westlake Vinyls Company, LP in Ascension				false

		573						LN		22		11		false		11   Parish; and 20160666, Westlake Vinyls Company, LP in				false

		574						LN		22		12		false		12   Ascension Parish.  Total investment of $54,953,90, 12				false

		575						LN		22		13		false		13   new jobs and 181 construction jobs.				false

		576						LN		22		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		577						LN		22		15		false		15                   The tax relief from the first year of				false

		578						LN		22		16		false		16   exemption?				false

		579						LN		22		17		false		17               MS. CHENG:				false

		580						LN		22		18		false		18                   The estimated tax relief is $853,904.				false

		581						LN		22		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		582						LN		22		20		false		20                   All right.  Are there any questions or				false

		583						LN		22		21		false		21   any comments from the public concerning these				false

		584						LN		22		22		false		22   applications?				false

		585						LN		22		23		false		23               (No response.)				false

		586						LN		22		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		587						LN		22		25		false		25                   Any questions or comments from the				false

		588						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		589						LN		23		1		false		 1   Board?				false

		590						LN		23		2		false		 2               (No response.)				false

		591						LN		23		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		592						LN		23		4		false		 4                   Is there a motion to approve?				false

		593						LN		23		5		false		 5                   Made by Major Coleman; seconded by Ms.				false

		594						LN		23		6		false		 6   Cola.				false

		595						LN		23		7		false		 7               MS. BAKER:				false

		596						LN		23		8		false		 8                   Baker.				false

		597						LN		23		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		598						LN		23		10		false		10                   I'm sorry.  Ms. Baker.				false

		599						LN		23		11		false		11                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		600						LN		23		12		false		12               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		601						LN		23		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		602						LN		23		14		false		14                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		603						LN		23		15		false		15               (No response.)				false

		604						LN		23		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		605						LN		23		17		false		17                   Motion carries.				false

		606						LN		23		18		false		18               MS. CHENG:				false

		607						LN		23		19		false		19                   I have three post-Executive Order 2017				false

		608						LN		23		20		false		20   Rule application, but Syrah Technologies, LLC in				false

		609						LN		23		21		false		21   Concordia Parish has asked to defer to the February 2019				false

		610						LN		23		22		false		22   meeting.				false

		611						LN		23		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		612						LN		23		24		false		24                   Is there a motion to accept the request				false

		613						LN		23		25		false		25   for deferral?				false

		614						PG		24		0		false		page 24				false

		615						LN		24		1		false		 1                   Made by Jerry Jones; seconded by				false

		616						LN		24		2		false		 2   Mr. Slone.				false

		617						LN		24		3		false		 3                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		618						LN		24		4		false		 4               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		619						LN		24		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		620						LN		24		6		false		 6                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		621						LN		24		7		false		 7               (No response.)				false

		622						LN		24		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		623						LN		24		9		false		 9                   Motion carries.				false

		624						LN		24		10		false		10                   These two applications.				false

		625						LN		24		11		false		11               MS. CHENG:				false

		626						LN		24		12		false		12                   These two applications have received				false

		627						LN		24		13		false		13   their local endorsements prior to coming to the Board:				false

		628						LN		24		14		false		14   20161566, Driftwood, LNG in Calcasieu Parish, and				false

		629						LN		24		15		false		15   20160187, HR NU Blu Energy, LLC in West Baton Rouge				false

		630						LN		24		16		false		16   Parish for a total investment of $15,946,603,365 with				false

		631						LN		24		17		false		17   380 new jobs and 6,530 construction jobs.  The estimated				false

		632						LN		24		18		false		18   first year of tax relief is $284,409,410.				false

		633						LN		24		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		634						LN		24		20		false		20                   Are there any comments from the public				false

		635						LN		24		21		false		21   concerning these two applications?				false

		636						LN		24		22		false		22                   Please step forward and identify				false

		637						LN		24		23		false		23   yourself.				false

		638						LN		24		24		false		24               MR. BAGERT:				false

		639						LN		24		25		false		25                   I have some material to hand out.				false

		640						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		641						LN		25		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		642						LN		25		2		false		 2                   You can give it to staff I believe.  Our				false

		643						LN		25		3		false		 3   staff.				false

		644						LN		25		4		false		 4               MR. BAGERT:				false

		645						LN		25		5		false		 5                   I'm Broderick Bagert with Together				false

		646						LN		25		6		false		 6   Louisiana, and two residents from Calcasieu Parish will				false

		647						LN		25		7		false		 7   hopefully be joining me after they pass out these				false

		648						LN		25		8		false		 8   packets.				false

		649						LN		25		9		false		 9                   This is or appears to be the largest				false

		650						LN		25		10		false		10   public subsidy by local governments in the history of				false

		651						LN		25		11		false		11   the country.  There are two sides to that.  That also				false

		652						LN		25		12		false		12   means it's a gigantic project with enormous positive				false

		653						LN		25		13		false		13   potential.  It's, if not the largest, close to the				false

		654						LN		25		14		false		14   largest capital investment in the history of the country				false

		655						LN		25		15		false		15   as well, and Southwest Louisiana is strategically				false

		656						LN		25		16		false		16   positioned to benefit in an extraordinary way from the				false

		657						LN		25		17		false		17   changes in the liquid natural gas exporting market.				false

		658						LN		25		18		false		18                   It also means that it is a really big				false

		659						LN		25		19		false		19   decision, and it ought to happen in an appropriate way.				false

		660						LN		25		20		false		20   Some things that have happened are not appropriate, and				false

		661						LN		25		21		false		21   we'd like to describe why there's concern in Calcasieu				false

		662						LN		25		22		false		22   Parish and request a deferral until the next meeting.				false

		663						LN		25		23		false		23                   No one we've talked to was against this				false

		664						LN		25		24		false		24   project.  Most people we've talked to aren't against an				false

		665						LN		25		25		false		25   exemption for this project.  They do want to be informed				false

		666						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		667						LN		26		1		false		 1   about it before the decisions of their elected officials				false

		668						LN		26		2		false		 2   are made.				false

		669						LN		26		3		false		 3                   There's three documents that you have in				false

		670						LN		26		4		false		 4   that packet.  The first has got a little picture on it,				false

		671						LN		26		5		false		 5   and describes, well, four different points.  In February				false

		672						LN		26		6		false		 6   of 2017, this Board adopted a provision that is --				false

		673						LN		26		7		false		 7   became LA Administrative Code 503(D)(2)(b)(i); okay, and				false

		674						LN		26		8		false		 8   the text of it is right there.  It says, "The				false

		675						LN		26		9		false		 9   business" -- that is the applicant business seeking an				false

		676						LN		26		10		false		10   Industrial Tax Exemption -- "shall copy LED on its				false

		677						LN		26		11		false		11   written request to the parish governing authority, the				false

		678						LN		26		12		false		12   school board and municipality for the required				false

		679						LN		26		13		false		13   resolutions and its written request to the sheriff for				false

		680						LN		26		14		false		14   the required letter."				false

		681						LN		26		15		false		15                   The intent here was under the old rules,				false

		682						LN		26		16		false		16   when the process starting by companies going to their				false

		683						LN		26		17		false		17   local taxing bodies and then would come to the Board of				false

		684						LN		26		18		false		18   Commerce & Industry, that citizens would know that's				false

		685						LN		26		19		false		19   happening, because if the only people who know it was				false

		686						LN		26		20		false		20   happening were industry and elected officials, then				false

		687						LN		26		21		false		21   there wasn't a meaningful public process to deliberate				false

		688						LN		26		22		false		22   around it.  And in order to address that concern, this				false

		689						LN		26		23		false		23   Board adopted the provisions which started being known				false

		690						LN		26		24		false		24   as the "ITEP Sunshine Provision."				false

		691						LN		26		25		false		25                   It goes on, "LED" -- after being CC'd --				false

		692						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		693						LN		27		1		false		 1   "shall post a copy -- or post a copy of the business'				false

		694						LN		27		2		false		 2   written request to the parish governing authority,				false

		695						LN		27		3		false		 3   school board and municipality for the required				false

		696						LN		27		4		false		 4   resolutions and the business' written request to the				false

		697						LN		27		5		false		 5   sheriff for the required letter on its website no later				false

		698						LN		27		6		false		 6   than three business days after the receipt of the				false

		699						LN		27		7		false		 7   request."				false

		700						LN		27		8		false		 8                   Now, there was, subsequent to this, an				false

		701						LN		27		9		false		 9   interpretation by Mr. House that this is not what it				false

		702						LN		27		10		false		10   appears to be, that it wasn't your intent to actually				false

		703						LN		27		11		false		11   have the public know what's going on, that this only				false

		704						LN		27		12		false		12   became relevant if there was a written request to start				false

		705						LN		27		13		false		13   120-day period.				false

		706						LN		27		14		false		14                   On the backside of this page is the				false

		707						LN		27		15		false		15   transcript of the deliberation that happened on February				false

		708						LN		27		16		false		16   21st, 2017, and it says what many of you know to be the				false

		709						LN		27		17		false		17   case, that the intent of this is what it looks like it				false

		710						LN		27		18		false		18   was, to make sure that people know an important decision				false

		711						LN		27		19		false		19   is going on before that decision is made.  This was not				false

		712						LN		27		20		false		20   adhered to in this case.  There was no posting of the				false

		713						LN		27		21		false		21   application.  There was no notice provided that the				false

		714						LN		27		22		false		22   deliberation process had started.				false

		715						LN		27		23		false		23                   Next, the local taxing bodies -- and				false

		716						LN		27		24		false		24   this is on them, not on me -- have set up a committee of				false

		717						LN		27		25		false		25   a formal representative of the taxing bodies that meets				false

		718						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		719						LN		28		1		false		 1   in violation of public meeting laws.  It is -- doesn't				false

		720						LN		28		2		false		 2   provide public notice, it bars public input, and it is				false

		721						LN		28		3		false		 3   convened by an industry representative.  It was that				false

		722						LN		28		4		false		 4   body that developed the recommendation of 100-percent				false

		723						LN		28		5		false		 5   exemption, and nobody even knew a 100-percent exemption				false

		724						LN		28		6		false		 6   is still a possibility because the rules had changed it				false

		725						LN		28		7		false		 7   to cap at 80 percent.				false

		726						LN		28		8		false		 8                   Now, you and I know that there is a				false

		727						LN		28		9		false		 9   provision of a period of time that allows 100 percent,				false

		728						LN		28		10		false		10   and it folds into that exception, but there was no way				false

		729						LN		28		11		false		11   to know that this was even going on, much less that it				false

		730						LN		28		12		false		12   fell into that exception; right?  So everybody thought				false

		731						LN		28		13		false		13   80 percent, we can live with that.				false

		732						LN		28		14		false		14                   This committee meets in secret, then				false

		733						LN		28		15		false		15   makes a recommendation, and with 24-hours notice,				false

		734						LN		28		16		false		16   Driftwood LNG Industrial Tax Exemption goes on an agenda				false

		735						LN		28		17		false		17   for a school board and police jury.  Police jury dealt				false

		736						LN		28		18		false		18   with it in 45 seconds.  The school board had almost no				false

		737						LN		28		19		false		19   discussion about it.  There was no provision of the				false

		738						LN		28		20		false		20   cost.  As far as we know, the school board members never				false

		739						LN		28		21		false		21   even saw the analysis.  On the same day that Exxon --				false

		740						LN		28		22		false		22   Amazon approved HQ2 and New Yorkers flew into a rage				false

		741						LN		28		23		false		23   because it was 112,000 jobs, this project got approved				false

		742						LN		28		24		false		24   by the school board, and it's $8-million per job (sic).				false

		743						LN		28		25		false		25                   The Calcasieu -- it is true.  It's				false

		744						PG		29		0		false		page 29				false

		745						LN		29		1		false		 1   $2.4-billion and 350 jobs.				false

		746						LN		29		2		false		 2                   The Calcasieu school board president, in				false

		747						LN		29		3		false		 3   his personal capacity, because there has not been time				false

		748						LN		29		4		false		 4   to hold a meeting, has written to you asking for you to				false

		749						LN		29		5		false		 5   defer it and has said that the information provided was				false

		750						LN		29		6		false		 6   minimal and it left out pertinent information.  It				false

		751						LN		29		7		false		 7   failed to include critical details.  And what he ends				false

		752						LN		29		8		false		 8   with is by saying, "By having a more public process, a				false

		753						LN		29		9		false		 9   more open process, it will end with greater support for				false

		754						LN		29		10		false		10   Tellurian, Driftwood LNG."				false

		755						LN		29		11		false		11                   We think that's the case.  We think				false

		756						LN		29		12		false		12   people back this project, but to approve the largest				false

		757						LN		29		13		false		13   exemption in state history, maybe in the country's				false

		758						LN		29		14		false		14   history, on this basis with a violation of your own				false

		759						LN		29		15		false		15   rules around Sunshine, with a violation locally around				false

		760						LN		29		16		false		16   public meeting law and without anybody knowing what's				false

		761						LN		29		17		false		17   going on is unnecessary and is going to leave a long				false

		762						LN		29		18		false		18   legacy of distrust around this.				false

		763						LN		29		19		false		19                   More than 1,000 residents have signed a				false

		764						LN		29		20		false		20   petition --				false

		765						LN		29		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		766						LN		29		22		false		22                   Are you drawing to a close, Mr. Bagert?				false

		767						LN		29		23		false		23               MR. BAGERT:				false

		768						LN		29		24		false		24                   Yes, sir.				false

		769						LN		29		25		false		25                   -- expressing concern about this in a				false

		770						PG		30		0		false		page 30				false

		771						LN		30		1		false		 1   72-hour period, and a few of those who are here today				false

		772						LN		30		2		false		 2   would like to talk.				false

		773						LN		30		3		false		 3                   Thank you.				false

		774						LN		30		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		775						LN		30		5		false		 5                   Thank you.				false

		776						LN		30		6		false		 6                   Senator Thompson.				false

		777						LN		30		7		false		 7               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		778						LN		30		8		false		 8                   Just a couple questions for Mr. Bagert.				false

		779						LN		30		9		false		 9   You and I have had discussions about the exemptions for				false

		780						LN		30		10		false		10   many years, and I think y'all have done good, Together				false

		781						LN		30		11		false		11   Louisiana.  Not always to what I thought, but basically				false

		782						LN		30		12		false		12   taking another look at exemptions and how communities				false

		783						LN		30		13		false		13   are left, or some of them, many years back, never got				false

		784						LN		30		14		false		14   anything, just got the exemption.  But I made it clear				false

		785						LN		30		15		false		15   to you on one in Lake Providence, Louisiana, and to the				false

		786						LN		30		16		false		16   chairman of Commerce & Industry and others, I noticed				false

		787						LN		30		17		false		17   most of these names that are mentioned are below I20.				false

		788						LN		30		18		false		18   Matter of fact, below I10.  You don't -- I did hear				false

		789						LN		30		19		false		19   Concordia mentioned once, but we have very little of				false

		790						LN		30		20		false		20   that.  But you and I argued a point about a facility				false

		791						LN		30		21		false		21   that was built and back to across the levee up in East				false

		792						LN		30		22		false		22   Carroll Parish, and we had a disagreement, but I wanted				false

		793						LN		30		23		false		23   to remind you of this.  Locals wanted it, and I told you				false

		794						LN		30		24		false		24   that.  And I said a lot of things I would change, but				false

		795						LN		30		25		false		25   that's not my job.  Probably a lot of the things they				false

		796						PG		31		0		false		page 31				false

		797						LN		31		1		false		 1   would change if they were a state senator, but that's				false

		798						LN		31		2		false		 2   not their job.				false

		799						LN		31		3		false		 3                   And I reminded you, if we did not get an				false

		800						LN		31		4		false		 4   exemption on this plant, it wouldn't be here in two				false

		801						LN		31		5		false		 5   years.  And if we didn't, that land is worth zero.  Now,				false

		802						LN		31		6		false		 6   you can talk about how much it's valued at and what				false

		803						LN		31		7		false		 7   it's -- but it's worth zero without the economic				false

		804						LN		31		8		false		 8   development portion in it.				false

		805						LN		31		9		false		 9                   So my question to you today is, the				false

		806						LN		31		10		false		10   locals did go through the process.  The meeting might				false

		807						LN		31		11		false		11   not have been as long as you would like it or I would				false

		808						LN		31		12		false		12   like it.  They didn't maybe go in through all of the				false

		809						LN		31		13		false		13   details that you thought, but you're not on that board,				false

		810						LN		31		14		false		14   nor I or probably anyone else on the Louisiana group.				false

		811						LN		31		15		false		15   What procedure did you find that was the most				false

		812						LN		31		16		false		16   incriminating part of it?				false

		813						LN		31		17		false		17               MR. BAGERT:				false

		814						LN		31		18		false		18                   Well, I remember the Lake Providence				false

		815						LN		31		19		false		19   discussion well, and two days before that meeting, I was				false

		816						LN		31		20		false		20   on a conference with Sister Bernie Barrett, who is a --				false

		817						LN		31		21		false		21   I don't know if she loves Lake Providence as much as you				false

		818						LN		31		22		false		22   do, but she loves it a lot.				false

		819						LN		31		23		false		23               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		820						LN		31		24		false		24                   Not as much, but pretty close.				false

		821						LN		31		25		false		25               MR. BAGERT:				false

		822						PG		32		0		false		page 32				false

		823						LN		32		1		false		 1                   That's right.  A close second.				false

		824						LN		32		2		false		 2                   And she asked whether there was anything				false

		825						LN		32		3		false		 3   on there that dealt with Lake Providence, and I said no.				false

		826						LN		32		4		false		 4   And then that, if I remember, was in a separate part of				false

		827						LN		32		5		false		 5   the agenda because it was dealing with a company that				false

		828						LN		32		6		false		 6   had closed, and that's an unusual category for providing				false

		829						LN		32		7		false		 7   an exemption.				false

		830						LN		32		8		false		 8               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		831						LN		32		9		false		 9                   Right.				false

		832						LN		32		10		false		10               MR. BAGERT:				false

		833						LN		32		11		false		11                   And you went after me because what do I				false

		834						LN		32		12		false		12   know about Lake Providence, and I said that you scare				false

		835						LN		32		13		false		13   me, but not as much as Sister Bernie.  And I couldn't				false

		836						LN		32		14		false		14   not convey the questions and concerns, not opposition in				false

		837						LN		32		15		false		15   that instance.				false

		838						LN		32		16		false		16                   But I tell you, she just raised $50,000				false

		839						LN		32		17		false		17   to do community improvement in Lake Providence, so she's				false

		840						LN		32		18		false		18   going to want to work with you.				false

		841						LN		32		19		false		19                   The two things that we think provided a				false

		842						LN		32		20		false		20   significant and actionable basis for not providing				false

		843						LN		32		21		false		21   adequate or legal public notice are these:  First, this				false

		844						LN		32		22		false		22   Board has adopted a procedure for the rules in				false

		845						LN		32		23		false		23   application for this request that say the applicant				false

		846						LN		32		24		false		24   company starts the process by writing a letter to the				false

		847						LN		32		25		false		25   local entities and needs to CC LED, and within three				false

		848						PG		33		0		false		page 33				false

		849						LN		33		1		false		 1   days, LED needs to put it on its website.				false

		850						LN		33		2		false		 2                   I'm fully aware and you'll hear LED				false

		851						LN		33		3		false		 3   staff attorneys say that doesn't say what it appears to				false

		852						LN		33		4		false		 4   say.  He'll say that that only comes into effect if the				false

		853						LN		33		5		false		 5   companies are requesting 120-day period.  I would ask				false

		854						LN		33		6		false		 6   you to recall your own memory and the testimony on here				false

		855						LN		33		7		false		 7   and what the Governor has said publicly about the intent				false

		856						LN		33		8		false		 8   of that.  Some of these things don't get resolved unless				false

		857						LN		33		9		false		 9   there's a lawsuit.  We don't have a bunch of lawyers.				false

		858						LN		33		10		false		10   We've just got a bunch of citizens.  But that's the				false

		859						LN		33		11		false		11   first, so that no public residents, no members of the				false

		860						LN		33		12		false		12   public had any way, even if they were inclined, had any				false

		861						LN		33		13		false		13   way to know that this deliberation was happening.				false

		862						LN		33		14		false		14                   Second, at the local level, a process				false

		863						LN		33		15		false		15   whereby official representatives of public bodies met				false

		864						LN		33		16		false		16   without public notice with industry representatives in a				false

		865						LN		33		17		false		17   meeting that barred the public, developed a				false

		866						LN		33		18		false		18   recommendation that was then acted on.  That violates				false

		867						LN		33		19		false		19   public meeting law, and inside of this process, you				false

		868						LN		33		20		false		20   can't fix that by having a subsequent meeting that				false

		869						LN		33		21		false		21   doesn't violate it.  If the school board members had				false

		870						LN		33		22		false		22   gone to Bermuda and all deliberated and come up to a				false

		871						LN		33		23		false		23   conclusion and then they had a second meeting that was				false

		872						LN		33		24		false		24   public, it wouldn't fix the fact that deliberation and				false

		873						LN		33		25		false		25   recommendation happened in a way that's nonpublic.				false

		874						PG		34		0		false		page 34				false

		875						LN		34		1		false		 1                   There was a misunderstanding at the				false

		876						LN		34		2		false		 2   local entities' level that if it wasn't an elected				false

		877						LN		34		3		false		 3   official, if it was just staff, then public meeting law				false

		878						LN		34		4		false		 4   didn't apply.  It does apply.  There have been 21				false

		879						LN		34		5		false		 5   decisions by the Attorney General's office that show				false

		880						LN		34		6		false		 6   that any official representative of the public body				false

		881						LN		34		7		false		 7   representing the public body, public meeting laws apply.				false

		882						LN		34		8		false		 8   That was violated.  So the result is, in the largest				false

		883						LN		34		9		false		 9   public subsidy in American history, there was no				false

		884						LN		34		10		false		10   responsibility of citizens having any of the information				false

		885						LN		34		11		false		11   about the project before the decision was made.  That's				false

		886						LN		34		12		false		12   wrong.  That's illegal.  And all they're asking for is				false

		887						LN		34		13		false		13   60 days to have those hearings.  And then so be it.  And				false

		888						LN		34		14		false		14   then if it's approved just the way it is now, they can				false

		889						LN		34		15		false		15   take it up with their school board member, they can take				false

		890						LN		34		16		false		16   it up with the police jury member.  They may disagree,				false

		891						LN		34		17		false		17   but they won't have a claim to feel that their rights				false

		892						LN		34		18		false		18   were violated to know what was happening.				false

		893						LN		34		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		894						LN		34		20		false		20                   All right.  Thank you.				false

		895						LN		34		21		false		21               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		896						LN		34		22		false		22                   Okay.  Let me make a comment, if I				false

		897						LN		34		23		false		23   might, to that.  I understand that, and I had forgotten				false

		898						LN		34		24		false		24   how well versed you were and how much you enjoy talking				false

		899						LN		34		25		false		25   about this issue, but that's a good thing.				false

		900						PG		35		0		false		page 35				false

		901						LN		35		1		false		 1                   But to answer my question specifically,				false

		902						LN		35		2		false		 2   the public bodies met and voted in a positive way; is				false

		903						LN		35		3		false		 3   that correct?				false

		904						LN		35		4		false		 4               MR. BAGERT:				false

		905						LN		35		5		false		 5                   After --				false

		906						LN		35		6		false		 6               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		907						LN		35		7		false		 7                   Yes or no?				false

		908						LN		35		8		false		 8               MR. BAGERT:				false

		909						LN		35		9		false		 9                   Yes, after having a meeting that				false

		910						LN		35		10		false		10   violated public meeting law and the school board				false

		911						LN		35		11		false		11   president had -- again, yes.				false

		912						LN		35		12		false		12               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		913						LN		35		13		false		13                   But that's not this body's or this				false

		914						LN		35		14		false		14   group's problem.  We take it as it comes and that those				false

		915						LN		35		15		false		15   public bodies did vote in favor of it; isn't that				false

		916						LN		35		16		false		16   correct?				false

		917						LN		35		17		false		17               MR. BAGERT:				false

		918						LN		35		18		false		18                   Your mission under Constitution is to				false

		919						LN		35		19		false		19   make decisions that are in the best interest of the				false

		920						LN		35		20		false		20   state.				false

		921						LN		35		21		false		21               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		922						LN		35		22		false		22                   Well, let us decide that.  You just				false

		923						LN		35		23		false		23   answer the questions about public bodies voting for it.				false

		924						LN		35		24		false		24               MR. BAGERT:				false

		925						LN		35		25		false		25                   It is within the purview of this Board's				false

		926						PG		36		0		false		page 36				false

		927						LN		36		1		false		 1   mandate to determine whether a public process				false

		928						LN		36		2		false		 2   violated -- being your own public process, though, and				false

		929						LN		36		3		false		 3   so we do think that's a consideration.				false

		930						LN		36		4		false		 4               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		931						LN		36		5		false		 5                   Yeah.  But they did vote for it; isn't				false

		932						LN		36		6		false		 6   that correct?  That's the question I ask.				false

		933						LN		36		7		false		 7               MR. BAGERT:				false

		934						LN		36		8		false		 8                   They did.				false

		935						LN		36		9		false		 9               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		936						LN		36		10		false		10                   Thank you.				false

		937						LN		36		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		938						LN		36		12		false		12                   Mr. Jones.				false

		939						LN		36		13		false		13               MR. JONES:				false

		940						LN		36		14		false		14                   Mr. Bagert, there's information in your				false

		941						LN		36		15		false		15   handout that I don't find that is in your -- it may be.				false

		942						LN		36		16		false		16   I tried to read through it very quickly as I've just now				false

		943						LN		36		17		false		17   gotten it.				false

		944						LN		36		18		false		18                   When was the meeting of the parish held?				false

		945						LN		36		19		false		19   Not the committee meeting that you're referring to, but				false

		946						LN		36		20		false		20   the meeting itself where this was passed, what date was				false

		947						LN		36		21		false		21   that?				false

		948						LN		36		22		false		22               MR. BAGERT:				false

		949						LN		36		23		false		23                   November the 13th for the school board,				false

		950						LN		36		24		false		24   and then I'm not recalling the police jury.  Maybe it				false

		951						LN		36		25		false		25   was the -- do y'all know?  Sometime in November.				false

		952						PG		37		0		false		page 37				false

		953						LN		37		1		false		 1               MR. JONES:				false

		954						LN		37		2		false		 2                   So it was several weeks ago?				false

		955						LN		37		3		false		 3               MR. BAGERT:				false

		956						LN		37		4		false		 4                   Yes, sir.				false

		957						LN		37		5		false		 5               MR. JONES:				false

		958						LN		37		6		false		 6                   And you knew at that time that, at least				false

		959						LN		37		7		false		 7   your allegations, that they violated open meetings?				false

		960						LN		37		8		false		 8               MR. BAGERT:				false

		961						LN		37		9		false		 9                   I don't think anybody knew at that time.				false

		962						LN		37		10		false		10   Nobody knew any of the details or even that something				false

		963						LN		37		11		false		11   significant had happened at that time because there				false

		964						LN		37		12		false		12   still was, after the meeting, all it said was the				false

		965						LN		37		13		false		13   Driftwood LNG exemption had been approved.				false

		966						LN		37		14		false		14               MR. JONES:				false

		967						LN		37		15		false		15                   Okay.  I'm trying to understand.  I				false

		968						LN		37		16		false		16   understand your allegations to be two-fold.  Number one,				false

		969						LN		37		17		false		17   that a clandestine meeting of government officials that				false

		970						LN		37		18		false		18   you believe violates the open meetings law, that's one.				false

		971						LN		37		19		false		19               MR. BAGERT:				false

		972						LN		37		20		false		20                   That's right.				false

		973						LN		37		21		false		21               MR. JONES:				false

		974						LN		37		22		false		22                   And Number 2, I thought there was				false

		975						LN		37		23		false		23   something about the school board -- the parish meeting				false

		976						LN		37		24		false		24   itself had violated open meetings.  Is that true?				false

		977						LN		37		25		false		25               MR. BAGERT:				false

		978						PG		38		0		false		page 38				false

		979						LN		38		1		false		 1                   That's less clear in that they did give				false

		980						LN		38		2		false		 2   a notice that Driftwood LNG was on there.  They didn't				false

		981						LN		38		3		false		 3   provide information around it.  I'm not sure whether				false

		982						LN		38		4		false		 4   that violates public meetings law.  That's the kind of				false

		983						LN		38		5		false		 5   judgment call the court sometimes makes.				false

		984						LN		38		6		false		 6                   But after they acted, there was still no				false

		985						LN		38		7		false		 7   understanding and awareness that an exemption of this				false

		986						LN		38		8		false		 8   size has been approved because no information was shared				false

		987						LN		38		9		false		 9   publically that that meeting --				false

		988						LN		38		10		false		10               MR. JONES:				false

		989						LN		38		11		false		11                   Okay.  It was passed at a duly-called				false

		990						LN		38		12		false		12   meeting giving 24-hours notice of everything that was on				false

		991						LN		38		13		false		13   the agenda; is that correct?				false

		992						LN		38		14		false		14               MR. BAGERT:				false

		993						LN		38		15		false		15                   That's our understanding.				false

		994						LN		38		16		false		16               MR. JONES:				false

		995						LN		38		17		false		17                   Okay.  Now, the earlier meeting that you				false

		996						LN		38		18		false		18   you're referring to, when did you learn of that early				false

		997						LN		38		19		false		19   meeting?				false

		998						LN		38		20		false		20               MR. BAGERT:				false

		999						LN		38		21		false		21                   In late December -- personally, in late				false

		1000						LN		38		22		false		22   November.				false

		1001						LN		38		23		false		23               MR. JONES:				false

		1002						LN		38		24		false		24                   Okay.  Late November, so it's been at				false

		1003						LN		38		25		false		25   least a couple of weeks.  You realize that if there is				false

		1004						PG		39		0		false		page 39				false

		1005						LN		39		1		false		 1   an open -- if you believe there's an open meetings				false

		1006						LN		39		2		false		 2   violation, there's a way to resolve that by filing a				false

		1007						LN		39		3		false		 3   lawsuit?				false

		1008						LN		39		4		false		 4               MR. BAGERT:				false

		1009						LN		39		5		false		 5                   A lot of the details that we found out				false

		1010						LN		39		6		false		 6   about that meeting are from an attorney who appears to				false

		1011						LN		39		7		false		 7   be preparing a lawsuit on just those grounds.				false

		1012						LN		39		8		false		 8               MR. JONES:				false

		1013						LN		39		9		false		 9                   But it's not been filed?				false

		1014						LN		39		10		false		10                   This is my difficulty is that Number 1,				false

		1015						LN		39		11		false		11   frankly, I've been doing municipal law for 30 years, and				false

		1016						LN		39		12		false		12   I frankly disagree with your assessment of what the open				false

		1017						LN		39		13		false		13   meetings law says with this issue.  I strongly disagree				false

		1018						LN		39		14		false		14   with you.  So when you come to us and represent, you're				false

		1019						LN		39		15		false		15   not under oath, you're coming in and making				false

		1020						LN		39		16		false		16   representations to this Board about something that's				false

		1021						LN		39		17		false		17   happened that we have no way of verifying, we have no				false

		1022						LN		39		18		false		18   way of determining whether it's true or not.  You're				false

		1023						LN		39		19		false		19   asking us to accept your word and put a stop to				false

		1024						LN		39		20		false		20   something that local officials, as far as we are				false

		1025						LN		39		21		false		21   concerned, has acted on, that you're wanting us to stop				false

		1026						LN		39		22		false		22   it based on your representations of, A, what you believe				false

		1027						LN		39		23		false		23   happened, but we don't know for sure, of what you				false

		1028						LN		39		24		false		24   believe the law to be, that I disagree with personally.				false

		1029						LN		39		25		false		25   I can't speak for anybody else on the Board.				false

		1030						PG		40		0		false		page 40				false

		1031						LN		40		1		false		 1                   I might suggest to you, Mr. Bagert, that				false

		1032						LN		40		2		false		 2   the right way to handle this, if you come to me and				false

		1033						LN		40		3		false		 3   says, "We have filed suit because we believe that there				false

		1034						LN		40		4		false		 4   is a violation," I would be much more inclined to listen				false

		1035						LN		40		5		false		 5   to your argument, because at that point, somebody has				false

		1036						LN		40		6		false		 6   filed something under oath before a court of law that A,				false

		1037						LN		40		7		false		 7   B, C and D has happened.				false

		1038						LN		40		8		false		 8               MR. BAGERT:				false

		1039						LN		40		9		false		 9                   Well --				false

		1040						LN		40		10		false		10               MR. JONES:				false

		1041						LN		40		11		false		11                   I can't speak for the rest of the Board,				false

		1042						LN		40		12		false		12   but that's my problem with what you're bringing to us				false

		1043						LN		40		13		false		13   here.  There was plenty of time to file a lawsuit based				false

		1044						LN		40		14		false		14   on what you've learned.  There's -- if there was a				false

		1045						LN		40		15		false		15   citizen that felt that strongly about it, believe me, I				false

		1046						LN		40		16		false		16   have fought open meetings lawsuits, and always there's a				false

		1047						LN		40		17		false		17   lawyer who's willing to file them if somebody feels				false

		1048						LN		40		18		false		18   strongly enough to get it done.				false

		1049						LN		40		19		false		19                   So that's my struggle with what you're				false

		1050						LN		40		20		false		20   bringing to me today.  You want me to accept what you're				false

		1051						LN		40		21		false		21   telling me.  I hesitate on that given the fact that				false

		1052						LN		40		22		false		22   there were lawful actions that, at least on its face,				false

		1053						LN		40		23		false		23   from public bodies.				false

		1054						LN		40		24		false		24               MR. BAGERT:				false

		1055						LN		40		25		false		25                   Look, two things:  One is not everybody				false

		1056						PG		41		0		false		page 41				false

		1057						LN		41		1		false		 1   can afford an attorney.  The second --				false

		1058						LN		41		2		false		 2               MR. JONES:				false

		1059						LN		41		3		false		 3                   Excuse me, Mr. Bagert.  Let me stop				false

		1060						LN		41		4		false		 4   before everybody starts clapping.  When I see how much				false

		1061						LN		41		5		false		 5   money Together Louisiana is spending in this state,				false

		1062						LN		41		6		false		 6   there's plenty of money for Together Louisiana to hire a				false

		1063						LN		41		7		false		 7   lawyer, I guarantee you.				false

		1064						LN		41		8		false		 8               MR. BAGERT:				false

		1065						LN		41		9		false		 9                   How much do you think Together Louisiana				false

		1066						LN		41		10		false		10   is spending in this state?				false

		1067						LN		41		11		false		11               MR. JONES:				false

		1068						LN		41		12		false		12                   When I see the ads, somebody's paying				false

		1069						LN		41		13		false		13   for that.  Somebody's paying for those ads in the				false

		1070						LN		41		14		false		14   newspapers; somebody's paying for the website;				false

		1071						LN		41		15		false		15   somebody's paying for the mailouts that go out.  So I				false

		1072						LN		41		16		false		16   don't know.				false

		1073						LN		41		17		false		17               MR. BAGERT:				false

		1074						LN		41		18		false		18                   You'd be amazed.				false

		1075						LN		41		19		false		19               MR. JONES:				false

		1076						LN		41		20		false		20                   Apparently I would be because I know how				false

		1077						LN		41		21		false		21   much ads in the newspapers cost.				false

		1078						LN		41		22		false		22               MR. BAGERT:				false

		1079						LN		41		23		false		23                   We didn't take any ads in the newspaper.				false

		1080						LN		41		24		false		24   This was an article.				false

		1081						LN		41		25		false		25                   The second is there's something broader				false

		1082						PG		42		0		false		page 42				false

		1083						LN		42		1		false		 1   at stake than narrow legality, and it's the principle				false

		1084						LN		42		2		false		 2   and the concept that when an important decision is made,				false

		1085						LN		42		3		false		 3   citizens ought to have the opportunity to have access to				false

		1086						LN		42		4		false		 4   the information that's relevant to that decision.  And				false

		1087						LN		42		5		false		 5   even outside of the narrow legality, the questions of				false

		1088						LN		42		6		false		 6   narrow legality that we have raised attempting in our				false

		1089						LN		42		7		false		 7   most honest way to represent our understanding of what				false

		1090						LN		42		8		false		 8   happened, and at the request of 1,000 residents of				false

		1091						LN		42		9		false		 9   Calcasieu Parish, that's one question.				false

		1092						LN		42		10		false		10                   The other is, if there's no way that				false

		1093						LN		42		11		false		11   people can know something is happening, then they ought				false

		1094						LN		42		12		false		12   to be given the opportunity to have a hearing, and				false

		1095						LN		42		13		false		13   that's what they're asking for.  So I don't think it's				false

		1096						LN		42		14		false		14   just a matter of what's legal.  It's a matter of what's				false

		1097						LN		42		15		false		15   appropriate and what's good for the people in Calcasieu				false

		1098						LN		42		16		false		16   and the state.				false

		1099						LN		42		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1100						LN		42		18		false		18                   Thank you, Mr. Bagert.				false

		1101						LN		42		19		false		19                   Mr. Moller.				false

		1102						LN		42		20		false		20               MR. MOLLER:				false

		1103						LN		42		21		false		21                   Is Mr. House available to come up?				false

		1104						LN		42		22		false		22   Because I'm -- you know, as you stated, Mr. Chairman,				false

		1105						LN		42		23		false		23   we're here to see -- you know, not to vote necessarily				false

		1106						LN		42		24		false		24   on our opinion of tax exemptions, but to see if whether				false

		1107						LN		42		25		false		25   these applicants followed the rules and the laws that				false

		1108						PG		43		0		false		page 43				false

		1109						LN		43		1		false		 1   we've set up.  And I'm curious, Mr. House, on your				false

		1110						LN		43		2		false		 2   interpretation of this Sunshine provision that we				false

		1111						LN		43		3		false		 3   adopted, and I believe I either made the motion or				false

		1112						LN		43		4		false		 4   seconded the motion, and I certainly remember what my				false

		1113						LN		43		5		false		 5   intent was at the time, but I'm curious how you				false

		1114						LN		43		6		false		 6   interpret it because what I have before me, it says,				false

		1115						LN		43		7		false		 7   "LED shall post a copy of the business's written request				false

		1116						LN		43		8		false		 8   on its website no later than three business days after				false

		1117						LN		43		9		false		 9   receipt of the request."  Was that followed?  Did LED do				false

		1118						LN		43		10		false		10   that, do you know?  And what is your understanding of				false

		1119						LN		43		11		false		11   the intent?				false

		1120						LN		43		12		false		12               MR. HOUSE:				false

		1121						LN		43		13		false		13                   That statute -- I'm sorry.  That rule,				false

		1122						LN		43		14		false		14   which is available to companies under its plain				false

		1123						LN		43		15		false		15   language, which is available to companies who have not				false

		1124						LN		43		16		false		16   been able to secure a hearing before a local group,				false

		1125						LN		43		17		false		17   before a local entity, and it provides for a 120-day				false

		1126						LN		43		18		false		18   period in which a local entity has to act.  And this is				false
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		1367						LN		52		25		false		25   didn't know about the exemption, the size, the scale of				false

		1368						PG		53		0		false		page 53				false

		1369						LN		53		1		false		 1   it, and they just want to be able to have a public				false

		1370						LN		53		2		false		 2   process with their public officials and then take it up				false

		1371						LN		53		3		false		 3   in two months.  There's not opposition from Together				false

		1372						LN		53		4		false		 4   Louisiana or, as far as we know, the 1,000 people on				false

		1373						LN		53		5		false		 5   that petition to the project.  It's asking for a				false

		1374						LN		53		6		false		 6   deferral to have a public process.				false

		1375						LN		53		7		false		 7               MR. CHABERT:				false

		1376						LN		53		8		false		 8                   Understood and respected.				false

		1377						LN		53		9		false		 9                   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.				false

		1378						LN		53		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1379						LN		53		11		false		11                   Thank you, Senator Chabert.				false

		1380						LN		53		12		false		12                   Dr. Wilson.				false

		1381						LN		53		13		false		13               DR. S. WILSON:				false

		1382						LN		53		14		false		14                   I was just going to point out for my				false

		1383						LN		53		15		false		15   peer, Senator Chabert, Mr. House asked us to go back and				false

		1384						LN		53		16		false		16   look at the Exhibit, and I just wanted to share with the				false

		1385						LN		53		17		false		17   public what we look at here is a resolution that was				false

		1386						LN		53		18		false		18   unanimous by the school board.  So I have to trust the				false

		1387						LN		53		19		false		19   local elected officials that the citizens have voted				false

		1388						LN		53		20		false		20   for, and I would echo the Senator's comments.  I don't				false

		1389						LN		53		21		false		21   know, going through several processes, whether it's				false

		1390						LN		53		22		false		22   environmental process or others, where we delay and				false

		1391						LN		53		23		false		23   expect a different alternative, and I think those delays				false

		1392						LN		53		24		false		24   can be very complicated and very impactful, particularly				false

		1393						LN		53		25		false		25   when you're talking about $15-billion of investment.				false

		1394						PG		54		0		false		page 54				false

		1395						LN		54		1		false		 1   And I met just this week with other entities in the same				false

		1396						LN		54		2		false		 2   business looking to get their final investment decision				false

		1397						LN		54		3		false		 3   sooner than later, and I think those delays only				false

		1398						LN		54		4		false		 4   complicate that process as well as others.				false

		1399						LN		54		5		false		 5                   So for the public to know, all of the				false

		1400						LN		54		6		false		 6   exhibit and supports we see are from a unanimous school				false

		1401						LN		54		7		false		 7   board, as well as support from the sheriff and others				false

		1402						LN		54		8		false		 8   that are in this package, and that's what we have to				false

		1403						LN		54		9		false		 9   base our decisions on.  So my opinion at this point is I				false

		1404						LN		54		10		false		10   don't see the value in the delay and would welcome to				false

		1405						LN		54		11		false		11   hear other comments from the citizens that would like to				false

		1406						LN		54		12		false		12   speak.				false

		1407						LN		54		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1408						LN		54		14		false		14                   Thank you, Dr. Wilson.				false

		1409						LN		54		15		false		15                   I believe we have two others that want				false

		1410						LN		54		16		false		16   to speak to this item.  Again, if the audience can keep				false

		1411						LN		54		17		false		17   applause down, that would be good, and if you can				false

		1412						LN		54		18		false		18   keep -- and not repeat what's been said before, that				false

		1413						LN		54		19		false		19   would be really good.				false

		1414						LN		54		20		false		20               MS. GRAVES:				false

		1415						LN		54		21		false		21                   Absolutely.  My name is Georgina Graves,				false

		1416						LN		54		22		false		22   I'm --				false

		1417						LN		54		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1418						LN		54		24		false		24                   Ms. Graves, can you pull the mic a				false

		1419						LN		54		25		false		25   little closer?				false

		1420						PG		55		0		false		page 55				false

		1421						LN		55		1		false		 1               MS. GRAVES:				false

		1422						LN		55		2		false		 2                   I have a sweet voice.  I'm sorry.				false

		1423						LN		55		3		false		 3                   My name is Georgina Graves.  I'm from				false

		1424						LN		55		4		false		 4   Sulphur, Louisiana.  I pride myself on being very active				false

		1425						LN		55		5		false		 5   in our community.				false

		1426						LN		55		6		false		 6                   Unfortunately, I was unaware of the				false

		1427						LN		55		7		false		 7   motion to pass the LNG tax exemption, and nobody is				false

		1428						LN		55		8		false		 8   against it.  What we are against is the exclusion of the				false

		1429						LN		55		9		false		 9   public word.  And everybody wants to have this.  We are				false

		1430						LN		55		10		false		10   definitely, like you said earlier, a booming town.  We				false

		1431						LN		55		11		false		11   have advancements happening left and right, but on				false

		1432						LN		55		12		false		12   several of the things, we had Calcasieu Parish School				false

		1433						LN		55		13		false		13   Board, on their agenda posted online, did have a motion				false

		1434						LN		55		14		false		14   to talk about LNG, but with this motion, no documents				false

		1435						LN		55		15		false		15   were provided for the public to see, nor online or at				false

		1436						LN		55		16		false		16   the meeting itself, and they were denied public comment.				false

		1437						LN		55		17		false		17                   Now, I know this is a problem that				false

		1438						LN		55		18		false		18   should be taken up with ur school board, and believe me,				false

		1439						LN		55		19		false		19   that we have.  But what I'm trying to implore upon you				false

		1440						LN		55		20		false		20   is not that we are against this, but is by not delaying				false

		1441						LN		55		21		false		21   this, you are setting a standard that you could				false

		1442						LN		55		22		false		22   fasttrack and ignore your constituents, have a				false

		1443						LN		55		23		false		23   separate -- they set aside a separate tax authority to				false

		1444						LN		55		24		false		24   thwart the engagement of the public and then made, you				false

		1445						LN		55		25		false		25   know, sidebar conclusions without engaging us, which is				false

		1446						PG		56		0		false		page 56				false

		1447						LN		56		1		false		 1   wrong.  And if we're just going to come back to the same				false

		1448						LN		56		2		false		 2   conclusion that Driftwood gets accepted in 60 days, then				false

		1449						LN		56		3		false		 3   so be it, but you're going to force the conversation				false

		1450						LN		56		4		false		 4   with the constituents, which is ideally and				false

		1451						LN		56		5		false		 5   altruistically how it's supposed to be; right?  That's				false

		1452						LN		56		6		false		 6   all we're asking, because you're going to help set the				false

		1453						LN		56		7		false		 7   standard that stuff like this will not rest, that it is				false

		1454						LN		56		8		false		 8   unacceptable of any elected official, because I would				false

		1455						LN		56		9		false		 9   hope that each of you would hear the concerns of anyone				false

		1456						LN		56		10		false		10   that came to you, and that's not what's happening here.				false

		1457						LN		56		11		false		11                   Thank you.				false

		1458						LN		56		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1459						LN		56		13		false		13                   Thank you.				false

		1460						LN		56		14		false		14                   Ma'am, I believe we have one more.				false

		1461						LN		56		15		false		15   Sorry Senator.				false

		1462						LN		56		16		false		16                   Mr. Briggs.				false

		1463						LN		56		17		false		17               MR. BRIGGS:				false

		1464						LN		56		18		false		18                   This project is absolutely enormous.  It				false

		1465						LN		56		19		false		19   is a blessing for our state and for those in Calcasieu				false

		1466						LN		56		20		false		20   and that part of the state that we have such a project.				false

		1467						LN		56		21		false		21   And the last thing we want to ever do is have that				false

		1468						LN		56		22		false		22   project be moved across the river, the other side of the				false

		1469						LN		56		23		false		23   State of Louisiana.				false

		1470						LN		56		24		false		24                   Now, you know, I agree with -- I believe				false

		1471						LN		56		25		false		25   we voted on it.  I have family in that area, and there				false

		1472						PG		57		0		false		page 57				false

		1473						LN		57		1		false		 1   are so many special projects going on in Calcasieu				false

		1474						LN		57		2		false		 2   Parish and that part of the state, and the state is				false

		1475						LN		57		3		false		 3   reaping the benefits from it.  So is that whole area.				false

		1476						LN		57		4		false		 4   And even when this one was being developed and voted on				false

		1477						LN		57		5		false		 5   and things like that, that I even talked to some of my				false

		1478						LN		57		6		false		 6   family there, but there's so many wonderful projects				false

		1479						LN		57		7		false		 7   already, and this is one of those very special ones as				false

		1480						LN		57		8		false		 8   jobs that keep on giving, revenue that keeps on giving.				false

		1481						LN		57		9		false		 9   It doesn't get any better than that.  We're fortunate to				false

		1482						LN		57		10		false		10   have it.				false

		1483						LN		57		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1484						LN		57		12		false		12                   Thank you, Mr. Briggs.				false

		1485						LN		57		13		false		13                   Mr. Jones.				false

		1486						LN		57		14		false		14               MR. JONES:				false

		1487						LN		57		15		false		15                   I think it's real important for all of				false

		1488						LN		57		16		false		16   the citizens to know, not just of Calcasieu Parish, but				false

		1489						LN		57		17		false		17   everywhere, is a group of people came to this Board,				false

		1490						LN		57		18		false		18   including the Governor, and said, "We want the locals to				false

		1491						LN		57		19		false		19   have a voice," and we went through a great deal of				false

		1492						LN		57		20		false		20   process to ensure that locals have a voice.  We put				false

		1493						LN		57		21		false		21   rules in place to make sure locals have a voice.				false

		1494						LN		57		22		false		22   However, we cannot become the policemen to make sure				false

		1495						LN		57		23		false		23   that the locals are doing it right.  We have to, at some				false

		1496						LN		57		24		false		24   level, let locals be locals.  You've asked for the right				false

		1497						LN		57		25		false		25   to go to them and make your arguments, and if your				false

		1498						PG		58		0		false		page 58				false

		1499						LN		58		1		false		 1   locals, if you feel like your locals aren't doing it				false

		1500						LN		58		2		false		 2   right, and, as you said, ma'am, you need to bring it up				false

		1501						LN		58		3		false		 3   with them.				false

		1502						LN		58		4		false		 4               MS. GRAVES:				false

		1503						LN		58		5		false		 5                   We have.				false

		1504						LN		58		6		false		 6               MR. JONES:				false

		1505						LN		58		7		false		 7                   But we -- I understand.  Just one second				false

		1506						LN		58		8		false		 8   and you'll speak as long as Mr. Windham lets you.				false

		1507						LN		58		9		false		 9                   But the difficulty you're putting -- by				false

		1508						LN		58		10		false		10   asking what you're asking, the difficulty you're putting				false

		1509						LN		58		11		false		11   on this Board is that then, in the future, every time				false

		1510						LN		58		12		false		12   someone doesn't like what the locals have chosen, they				false

		1511						LN		58		13		false		13   can come to this Board and say, "Wait a minute.  They				false

		1512						LN		58		14		false		14   didn't dot this 'i'.  They didn't cross that 't.'  Y'all				false

		1513						LN		58		15		false		15   need to defer and let us have another shot at the				false

		1514						LN		58		16		false		16   locals."  And I Frankly don't want this Board to be put				false

		1515						LN		58		17		false		17   in that situation.				false

		1516						LN		58		18		false		18                   If when the board sends us their				false

		1517						LN		58		19		false		19   certified copies of their decisions, that needs to be				false

		1518						LN		58		20		false		20   what we rely on.  And if you as citizens don't like the				false

		1519						LN		58		21		false		21   way your boards handle it, I think that's where your				false

		1520						LN		58		22		false		22   recourse is.  Not this Board.				false

		1521						LN		58		23		false		23                   Thank you.				false

		1522						LN		58		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1523						LN		58		25		false		25                   Thank you, Mr. Jones.				false

		1524						PG		59		0		false		page 59				false

		1525						LN		59		1		false		 1                   Ma'am.				false

		1526						LN		59		2		false		 2               MS. AMES:				false

		1527						LN		59		3		false		 3                   I've been waiting to speak, because I				false

		1528						LN		59		4		false		 4   just want to make it short, sweet --				false

		1529						LN		59		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1530						LN		59		6		false		 6                   Please state your name.				false

		1531						LN		59		7		false		 7               MS. AMES:				false

		1532						LN		59		8		false		 8                   My name is Heather Ames.  I am a journey				false

		1533						LN		59		9		false		 9   wireman from Lake Charles, Louisiana in Calcasieu				false

		1534						LN		59		10		false		10   Parish, which means that I am a construction worker.				false

		1535						LN		59		11		false		11   There's a large possibility that I will work on this				false

		1536						LN		59		12		false		12   project, and I do not make $95,00 a year.				false

		1537						LN		59		13		false		13                   But I'm not debating on -- I want you to				false

		1538						LN		59		14		false		14   understand that these projects are my bread and butter.				false

		1539						LN		59		15		false		15   This is how I make my money.  I know exactly what it				false

		1540						LN		59		16		false		16   means.				false

		1541						LN		59		17		false		17                   Now, the only debates that I have is				false

		1542						LN		59		18		false		18   they already bought the land.  They're not moving, you				false

		1543						LN		59		19		false		19   know.  And $2-million, this is a national conversation.				false

		1544						LN		59		20		false		20   Okay?  We're not asking to have permission to come up				false

		1545						LN		59		21		false		21   here and just cry whenever things don't go our way.				false

		1546						LN		59		22		false		22                   It's obvious to me, it should be obvious				false

		1547						LN		59		23		false		23   to everyone else, that there was some gray areas, some				false

		1548						LN		59		24		false		24   miscommunications about the law, about the "Sunshine"				false

		1549						LN		59		25		false		25   rules, and these were recently implemented, and this				false

		1550						PG		60		0		false		page 60				false

		1551						LN		60		1		false		 1   also applies to our local officials.  I'm asking for a				false

		1552						LN		60		2		false		 2   90-day extension for us to get the legalities of this to				false

		1553						LN		60		3		false		 3   find out what exactly needs to happen.  Honestly, I hope				false

		1554						LN		60		4		false		 4   that it passes.  I hope to get it, but I'm still here				false

		1555						LN		60		5		false		 5   because what I'm afraid is that if we don't trust our				false

		1556						LN		60		6		false		 6   local officials, at what point are citizens going to				false

		1557						LN		60		7		false		 7   show up and vote zero, zero, zero and deny tax				false

		1558						LN		60		8		false		 8   exemptions because they feel that there's something				false

		1559						LN		60		9		false		 9   fraudulent going on.  That would hurt me financially.				false

		1560						LN		60		10		false		10   That would hurt my area.  That would hurt everything				false

		1561						LN		60		11		false		11   about it.				false

		1562						LN		60		12		false		12                   I'm asking for 90 days that we have this				false

		1563						LN		60		13		false		13   clarified, that we get our local officials on board so				false

		1564						LN		60		14		false		14   that we don't ever have to worry about this again, that				false

		1565						LN		60		15		false		15   we have input and we're properly represented.				false

		1566						LN		60		16		false		16                   I'm an electrician.  Y'all, y'all know				false

		1567						LN		60		17		false		17   the laws; y'all know the rules.  I'm not an accountant,				false

		1568						LN		60		18		false		18   and whenever they have a meeting that discusses the				false

		1569						LN		60		19		false		19   analysis of these dollars, I trust that somebody who				false

		1570						LN		60		20		false		20   professionally handles numbers is going to say, "This				false

		1571						LN		60		21		false		21   means this.  This means this," just like you're doing				false

		1572						LN		60		22		false		22   today with the law, your perception of what you believe				false

		1573						LN		60		23		false		23   and what you stand it.  I should have privy to those				false

		1574						LN		60		24		false		24   numbers and to that meeting, and the fact that we were				false

		1575						LN		60		25		false		25   not allowed that information and had to read in the				false

		1576						PG		61		0		false		page 61				false

		1577						LN		61		1		false		 1   paper that $2-billion was gone, people are very upset.				false

		1578						LN		61		2		false		 2   And I want 90 days to just funnel this down, stop it,				false

		1579						LN		61		3		false		 3   end it, and that here on out, that we make the best				false

		1580						LN		61		4		false		 4   decisions for Calcasieu Parish and the residents feel				false

		1581						LN		61		5		false		 5   like we're making the best decisions for Calcasieu				false

		1582						LN		61		6		false		 6   Parish.				false

		1583						LN		61		7		false		 7               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1584						LN		61		8		false		 8                   Thank you, ma'am.				false

		1585						LN		61		9		false		 9                   Representative Devillier.				false

		1586						LN		61		10		false		10               MR. DEVILLIER:				false

		1587						LN		61		11		false		11                   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.				false

		1588						LN		61		12		false		12                   Now, Ms. Heather, where do you come up				false

		1589						LN		61		13		false		13   with $2-billion?				false

		1590						LN		61		14		false		14               MS. AMES:				false

		1591						LN		61		15		false		15                   The tax exemptions, the incentives, it				false

		1592						LN		61		16		false		16   was over $2-billion and forgone revenue.				false

		1593						LN		61		17		false		17               MR. DEVILLIER:				false

		1594						LN		61		18		false		18                   Okay.  I'm looking at 283-million.				false

		1595						LN		61		19		false		19               MS. AMES:				false

		1596						LN		61		20		false		20                   Okay.  Well, maybe if I had the				false

		1597						LN		61		21		false		21   documentation that they decided in that private meeting,				false

		1598						LN		61		22		false		22   I might know a little bit better and have the numbers to				false

		1599						LN		61		23		false		23   give you, sir.				false

		1600						LN		61		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1601						LN		61		25		false		25                   Representative Devillier, that's the				false

		1602						PG		62		0		false		page 62				false

		1603						LN		62		1		false		 1   first year.				false

		1604						LN		62		2		false		 2               MR. DEVILLIER:				false

		1605						LN		62		3		false		 3                   Okay.  That's what I'm just trying to				false

		1606						LN		62		4		false		 4   figure out where you --				false

		1607						LN		62		5		false		 5               MS. AMES:				false

		1608						LN		62		6		false		 6                   Me too.  Me too, babe.  Ninety days,				false

		1609						LN		62		7		false		 7   we'll get it figured out.				false

		1610						LN		62		8		false		 8               MR. DEVILLIER:				false

		1611						LN		62		9		false		 9                   Thank you, Ms. Heather.				false
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		1676						LN		64		22		false		22   should his substitute motion be approved.  Can someone				false

		1677						LN		64		23		false		23   from staff --				false

		1678						LN		64		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1679						LN		64		25		false		25                   I will have staff to tell you				false

		1680						PG		65		0		false		page 65				false

		1681						LN		65		1		false		 1   specifically.				false

		1682						LN		65		2		false		 2               MS. BOURGEOIS:				false

		1683						LN		65		3		false		 3                   I mean, as far as the Board is				false

		1684						LN		65		4		false		 4   concerned, it's simply deferred until February and we				false
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		1720						LN		66		14		false		14   to your question, Senator Chabert, the deferral would				false
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		1829						LN		70		19		false		19   time.  Like you said, this project has been in the works				false

		1830						LN		70		20		false		20   for several years and there's been a lot of input.				false

		1831						LN		70		21		false		21   Explain specifically what does an extra 90 days do you?				false

		1832						LN		70		22		false		22   You mentioned uncertainty.				false

		1833						LN		70		23		false		23               MR. FRENCH:				false

		1834						LN		70		24		false		24                   So our project is in a sensitive time in				false

		1835						LN		70		25		false		25   that we are coming up on our final FERC process to get				false

		1836						PG		71		0		false		page 71				false

		1837						LN		71		1		false		 1   our permits from FERC to allow us to move forward to				false
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		1869						LN		72		7		false		 7               MR. MOLLER:				false

		1870						LN		72		8		false		 8                   I understand that.				false

		1871						LN		72		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1872						LN		72		10		false		10                   A little order, please.				false

		1873						LN		72		11		false		11                   Mr. Moller, anything else?				false

		1874						LN		72		12		false		12               MR. MOLLER:				false

		1875						LN		72		13		false		13                   No.  I guess my only concern is I think				false

		1876						LN		72		14		false		14   if we just -- if we push this back 90 days and allowed				false

		1877						LN		72		15		false		15   for that input, it would set -- you know, we talked				false

		1878						LN		72		16		false		16   about setting a precedent, and I want to set a positive				false

		1879						LN		72		17		false		17   precedent that when these types of projects of this				false

		1880						LN		72		18		false		18   kind, of size and scope are approved -- and I don't				false

		1881						LN		72		19		false		19   think anybody opposes it.  I haven't heard a single				false

		1882						LN		72		20		false		20   person say they oppose this -- that the public process,				false

		1883						LN		72		21		false		21   especially at the local level, is done in as open and				false

		1884						LN		72		22		false		22   transparent level and way as possible.  So, again, I'm				false

		1885						LN		72		23		false		23   not trying to kill this project in any way.  I'm just				false

		1886						LN		72		24		false		24   hoping we can...				false

		1887						LN		72		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1888						PG		73		0		false		page 73				false

		1889						LN		73		1		false		 1                   All right.  Thank you.				false

		1890						LN		73		2		false		 2                   Ms. Tam.  Ms. Bourgeois.				false

		1891						LN		73		3		false		 3               MS. BOURGEOIS:				false

		1892						LN		73		4		false		 4                   Tam Bourgeois from LED.				false

		1893						LN		73		5		false		 5                   Just as a couple points of information				false

		1894						LN		73		6		false		 6   for the Board.  Number 1, just to address one of the				false

		1895						LN		73		7		false		 7   allegations, based upon our information, the committee				false

		1896						LN		73		8		false		 8   that looks at the applications before they're presented				false

		1897						LN		73		9		false		 9   to the local public bodies are not made up of local				false

		1898						LN		73		10		false		10   officials.  They're made up on local economic				false

		1899						LN		73		11		false		11   development staff.  So I just wanted to make that point.				false

		1900						LN		73		12		false		12                   And, also, this is not the first				false

		1901						LN		73		13		false		13   Calcasieu Parish project to come through the Board under				false

		1902						LN		73		14		false		14   the 2017 rules.  They have done -- you know, Calcasieu				false

		1903						LN		73		15		false		15   has been very responsible, we have found, in how they				false

		1904						LN		73		16		false		16   carried out their duty with regard to the new rules, and				false

		1905						LN		73		17		false		17   so this is not the first time that a Calcasieu				false

		1906						LN		73		18		false		18   application has been presented to you and they weren't				false

		1907						LN		73		19		false		19   changed in the past.  So just wanted to make those				false

		1908						LN		73		20		false		20   points.				false

		1909						LN		73		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1910						LN		73		22		false		22                   Thank you.				false

		1911						LN		73		23		false		23                   All right.  There's a substitute motion				false

		1912						LN		73		24		false		24   on the floor.  I'm sorry.  Senator.				false

		1913						LN		73		25		false		25               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		1914						PG		74		0		false		page 74				false

		1915						LN		74		1		false		 1                   I wanted to compliment Together				false

		1916						LN		74		2		false		 2   Louisiana on making us take a real close look on all of				false

		1917						LN		74		3		false		 3   these statewide.  But my concern is, as it was earlier				false

		1918						LN		74		4		false		 4   today, if the locals have done it, and even if you get a				false

		1919						LN		74		5		false		 5   letter from the school board saying, "Well, we'd like				false

		1920						LN		74		6		false		 6   some additional information," I know many times that				false

		1921						LN		74		7		false		 7   this body, over 40-something years of service, I'd like				false

		1922						LN		74		8		false		 8   to go back and have another shot at the apple or do				false

		1923						LN		74		9		false		 9   something differently, but I think it's our				false

		1924						LN		74		10		false		10   responsibility to not cause maybe dissension -- more				false

		1925						LN		74		11		false		11   dissension in the community, but follow the rules.				false

		1926						LN		74		12		false		12                   If locals are for it, I hate to make a				false

		1927						LN		74		13		false		13   substitute motion to or support one that would put it				false

		1928						LN		74		14		false		14   off if we see no great changes.  If somebody can tell me				false

		1929						LN		74		15		false		15   other than, "I'd like to defeat it," but they've already				false

		1930						LN		74		16		false		16   had that discussion.				false

		1931						LN		74		17		false		17                   And if they've done something illegal,				false

		1932						LN		74		18		false		18   if they've done something out of line, I'm sure that				false

		1933						LN		74		19		false		19   somebody's going to file suit or do something, but I				false

		1934						LN		74		20		false		20   think it's our responsibility to make these companies or				false

		1935						LN		74		21		false		21   corporations work for the locals.  And but I wanted to				false

		1936						LN		74		22		false		22   make that clear, and if you have anything that you				false

		1937						LN		74		23		false		23   disagree that's the LED or the other speakers, I'd like				false

		1938						LN		74		24		false		24   to hear it right now, that's different from what we've				false

		1939						LN		74		25		false		25   talked about.				false

		1940						PG		75		0		false		page 75				false

		1941						LN		75		1		false		 1               MR. FRENCH:				false

		1942						LN		75		2		false		 2                   I appreciate all of your comments.  The				false

		1943						LN		75		3		false		 3   only thing I would clarify is that while there is a				false

		1944						LN		75		4		false		 4   letter that's been put before you today, that was from				false

		1945						LN		75		5		false		 5   an individual citizen who happens to serve on the school				false

		1946						LN		75		6		false		 6   board.  That was not the school board itself.  The				false

		1947						LN		75		7		false		 7   school board met 60 hours ago and had the opportunity to				false

		1948						LN		75		8		false		 8   reconsider the resolution -- there was significant				false

		1949						LN		75		9		false		 9   pressure to do so -- and chose not to.  So I think -- I				false

		1950						LN		75		10		false		10   don't want anyone on this Board to feel that the school				false

		1951						LN		75		11		false		11   board has suddenly turned against this project.				false

		1952						LN		75		12		false		12               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		1953						LN		75		13		false		13                   I got you.  And that sounded like that				false

		1954						LN		75		14		false		14   was the school board, but I'm glad you clarified that.				false

		1955						LN		75		15		false		15                   Is there anymore clarification that we				false

		1956						LN		75		16		false		16   need to know about from LED?				false

		1957						LN		75		17		false		17               MS. BOURGEOIS:				false

		1958						LN		75		18		false		18                   No, sir.  We've presented you with what				false

		1959						LN		75		19		false		19   we think you need to consider this application.				false

		1960						LN		75		20		false		20               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		1961						LN		75		21		false		21                   Okay.  Thank you.				false

		1962						LN		75		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1963						LN		75		23		false		23                   Thank you, Senator.				false

		1964						LN		75		24		false		24                   Senator Chabert.				false

		1965						LN		75		25		false		25               MR. CHABERT:				false

		1966						PG		76		0		false		page 76				false

		1967						LN		76		1		false		 1                   Thank you.  That was my question,				false

		1968						LN		76		2		false		 2   Senator Thompson hit it, was the letter I had before me				false

		1969						LN		76		3		false		 3   explicitly says, "Acting in my personal capacity as a				false

		1970						LN		76		4		false		 4   resident."				false

		1971						LN		76		5		false		 5                   My question is -- "and not as the parish				false

		1972						LN		76		6		false		 6   president" -- I mean, excuse me -- "the school board				false

		1973						LN		76		7		false		 7   president."				false

		1974						LN		76		8		false		 8                   My question is, did the gentleman, this				false

		1975						LN		76		9		false		 9   member, vote for this prior?				false

		1976						LN		76		10		false		10               MR. FRENCH:				false

		1977						LN		76		11		false		11                   He did.				false

		1978						LN		76		12		false		12               MR. CHABERT:				false

		1979						LN		76		13		false		13                   So he previously voted for it, and then				false

		1980						LN		76		14		false		14   is sending a letter for -- that's -- no further				false

		1981						LN		76		15		false		15   questions.				false

		1982						LN		76		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1983						LN		76		17		false		17                   Dr. Wilson.				false

		1984						LN		76		18		false		18               DR. S. WILSON:				false

		1985						LN		76		19		false		19                   I was just going to make the same				false

		1986						LN		76		20		false		20   statement, that I think the school board member, if he				false

		1987						LN		76		21		false		21   voted unanimously, we have to accept his official vote				false

		1988						LN		76		22		false		22   in that capacity as a public official, and so I know the				false

		1989						LN		76		23		false		23   gentleman -- and, again, the letter is not signed, and				false

		1990						LN		76		24		false		24   so I just have to take it on face value.  I don't				false

		1991						LN		76		25		false		25   disagree with the opinions that folks have expressed as				false

		1992						PG		77		0		false		page 77				false

		1993						LN		77		1		false		 1   to their concerns, but it's not our place to fix that.				false

		1994						LN		77		2		false		 2   And I think delaying will just leave us in an open				false

		1995						LN		77		3		false		 3   window with no obligation to act on any other party				false

		1996						LN		77		4		false		 4   because they've already acted, and so it just puts us in				false

		1997						LN		77		5		false		 5   a holding pattern and I think it does more damage than				false

		1998						LN		77		6		false		 6   good.				false

		1999						LN		77		7		false		 7               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2000						LN		77		8		false		 8                   Thank you, Dr. Wilson.				false

		2001						LN		77		9		false		 9                   With that, we have a substitute motion				false

		2002						LN		77		10		false		10   on the floor; it's been seconded.  It's been objected				false

		2003						LN		77		11		false		11   to, so we will have a rollcall.  The motion is to				false

		2004						LN		77		12		false		12   defer -- Mr. Moller, you want to state your motion				false

		2005						LN		77		13		false		13   again?				false

		2006						LN		77		14		false		14               MR. MOLLER:				false

		2007						LN		77		15		false		15                   Is to defer to the February meeting.				false

		2008						LN		77		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2009						LN		77		17		false		17                   Which is 60 days-ish.				false

		2010						LN		77		18		false		18               MR. MOLLER:				false

		2011						LN		77		19		false		19                   Sixty, yeah, February 27th.				false

		2012						LN		77		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2013						LN		77		21		false		21                   All right it's been objected to, so now				false

		2014						LN		77		22		false		22   we need a rollcall vote.  Ms. Simmons.				false

		2015						LN		77		23		false		23               MR. CHABERT:				false

		2016						LN		77		24		false		24                   Which way, what happens?				false

		2017						LN		77		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2018						PG		78		0		false		page 78				false

		2019						LN		78		1		false		 1                   I'm sorry.  If you vote for the motion,				false

		2020						LN		78		2		false		 2   this application will be deferred until February.  If				false

		2021						LN		78		3		false		 3   you vote against the motion, we will proceed with the				false

		2022						LN		78		4		false		 4   original motion to approve both of these applications,				false

		2023						LN		78		5		false		 5   Driftwood LNG and HR Nu Blu Energy, LLC.				false

		2024						LN		78		6		false		 6                   Ms. Simmons.				false

		2025						LN		78		7		false		 7               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2026						LN		78		8		false		 8                   Dr. Wilson.				false

		2027						LN		78		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2028						LN		78		10		false		10                   Wait.  I've got to turn it on.				false

		2029						LN		78		11		false		11               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2030						LN		78		12		false		12                   Okay.  Dr. Wilson.				false

		2031						LN		78		13		false		13               DR. S. WILSON:				false

		2032						LN		78		14		false		14                   I'm usually at end of the rollcall, but				false

		2033						LN		78		15		false		15   my vote is not to defer.  No.				false

		2034						LN		78		16		false		16               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2035						LN		78		17		false		17                   Don Briggs.				false

		2036						LN		78		18		false		18               MR. BRIGGS:				false

		2037						LN		78		19		false		19                   No.				false

		2038						LN		78		20		false		20               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2039						LN		78		21		false		21                   Representative Devillier.				false

		2040						LN		78		22		false		22               MR. DEVILLIER:				false

		2041						LN		78		23		false		23                   No.				false

		2042						LN		78		24		false		24               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2043						LN		78		25		false		25                   Ms. Baker.				false

		2044						PG		79		0		false		page 79				false

		2045						LN		79		1		false		 1               MS. BAKER:				false

		2046						LN		79		2		false		 2                   Yes.				false

		2047						LN		79		3		false		 3               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2048						LN		79		4		false		 4                   Mayor Glenn Brasseaux.				false

		2049						LN		79		5		false		 5               MAYOR BRASSEAUX:				false

		2050						LN		79		6		false		 6                   No.				false

		2051						LN		79		7		false		 7               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2052						LN		79		8		false		 8                   Representative Paul Hollis.				false

		2053						LN		79		9		false		 9               MR. HOLLIS:				false

		2054						LN		79		10		false		10                   No.				false

		2055						LN		79		11		false		11               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2056						LN		79		12		false		12                   Major Coleman.				false

		2057						LN		79		13		false		13               MAJOR COLEMAN:				false

		2058						LN		79		14		false		14                   No.				false

		2059						LN		79		15		false		15               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2060						LN		79		16		false		16                   Rickey Fabra.				false

		2061						LN		79		17		false		17               MR. FABRA:				false

		2062						LN		79		18		false		18                   No.				false

		2063						LN		79		19		false		19               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2064						LN		79		20		false		20                   Manuel Fajardo.				false

		2065						LN		79		21		false		21               MR. FAJARDO:				false

		2066						LN		79		22		false		22                   No.				false

		2067						LN		79		23		false		23               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2068						LN		79		24		false		24                   Jerald Jones.				false

		2069						LN		79		25		false		25               (No response.)				false

		2070						PG		80		0		false		page 80				false

		2071						LN		80		1		false		 1               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2072						LN		80		2		false		 2                   Heather Malone.				false

		2073						LN		80		3		false		 3               MS. MALONE:				false

		2074						LN		80		4		false		 4                   No.				false

		2075						LN		80		5		false		 5               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2076						LN		80		6		false		 6                   Senator Francis Thompson.				false

		2077						LN		80		7		false		 7               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		2078						LN		80		8		false		 8                   No.				false

		2079						LN		80		9		false		 9               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2080						LN		80		10		false		10                   Mr. Miller.				false

		2081						LN		80		11		false		11               MR. MILLER:				false

		2082						LN		80		12		false		12                   No.				false

		2083						LN		80		13		false		13               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2084						LN		80		14		false		14                   Jan Moller.				false

		2085						LN		80		15		false		15               MR. MOLLER:				false

		2086						LN		80		16		false		16                   Yes.				false

		2087						LN		80		17		false		17               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2088						LN		80		18		false		18                   Senator Chabert.				false

		2089						LN		80		19		false		19               MR. CHABERT:				false

		2090						LN		80		20		false		20                   No.				false

		2091						LN		80		21		false		21               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2092						LN		80		22		false		22                   Secretary Don Pierson.				false

		2093						LN		80		23		false		23               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		2094						LN		80		24		false		24                   No.				false

		2095						LN		80		25		false		25               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2096						PG		81		0		false		page 81				false

		2097						LN		81		1		false		 1                   Ronnie Slone.				false

		2098						LN		81		2		false		 2               MR. SLONE:				false

		2099						LN		81		3		false		 3                   No.				false

		2100						LN		81		4		false		 4               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2101						LN		81		5		false		 5                   Bobby Williams.				false

		2102						LN		81		6		false		 6               MR. WILLIAMS:				false

		2103						LN		81		7		false		 7                   No.				false

		2104						LN		81		8		false		 8               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2105						LN		81		9		false		 9                   Steve Windham.				false

		2106						LN		81		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2107						LN		81		11		false		11                   No.				false

		2108						LN		81		12		false		12               MS. SIMMONS:				false

		2109						LN		81		13		false		13                   We have two yes and 17 no.				false

		2110						LN		81		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2111						LN		81		15		false		15                   All right.  So the motion to defer				false

		2112						LN		81		16		false		16   fails.				false

		2113						LN		81		17		false		17                   Now we have a motion on the floor to				false

		2114						LN		81		18		false		18   approve the two, and I believe it was made by Mr. Robbie				false

		2115						LN		81		19		false		19   Miller and seconded by Dr. Wilson.				false

		2116						LN		81		20		false		20                   Any further discussion on the motion to				false

		2117						LN		81		21		false		21   approve these two applications?				false

		2118						LN		81		22		false		22               (No response.)				false

		2119						LN		81		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2120						LN		81		24		false		24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		2121						LN		81		25		false		25               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		2122						PG		82		0		false		page 82				false

		2123						LN		82		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2124						LN		82		2		false		 2                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		2125						LN		82		3		false		 3               (No response.)				false

		2126						LN		82		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2127						LN		82		5		false		 5                   Motion carries.				false

		2128						LN		82		6		false		 6                   Thank you, Ms. Cheng.				false

		2129						LN		82		7		false		 7               MS. CHENG:				false

		2130						LN		82		8		false		 8                   We need to approve HR Nu Blu Energy as				false

		2131						LN		82		9		false		 9   well.				false

		2132						LN		82		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2133						LN		82		11		false		11                   The motion was to approve both of them.				false

		2134						LN		82		12		false		12               MS. CHENG:				false

		2135						LN		82		13		false		13                   Oh, for both.  Okay.				false

		2136						LN		82		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2137						LN		82		15		false		15                   To approve both of them.				false

		2138						LN		82		16		false		16                   All right.  Please proceed.				false

		2139						LN		82		17		false		17               MS. CHENG:				false

		2140						LN		82		18		false		18                   We have 14 post-Executive Order 2018				false

		2141						LN		82		19		false		19   rule applications:  20180149, Diversified Foods &				false

		2142						LN		82		20		false		20   Seasonings is requesting to defer until February.				false

		2143						LN		82		21		false		21   Diversified Foods is requesting to defer till February.				false

		2144						LN		82		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2145						LN		82		23		false		23                   All right.  Is there a motion to allow				false

		2146						LN		82		24		false		24   for the deferral of Diversified Foods?				false

		2147						LN		82		25		false		25                   Made by Mr. Slone; second by Ms. Malone.				false

		2148						PG		83		0		false		page 83				false

		2149						LN		83		1		false		 1                   Any discussion?				false

		2150						LN		83		2		false		 2               (No response.)				false

		2151						LN		83		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2152						LN		83		4		false		 4                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		2153						LN		83		5		false		 5               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		2154						LN		83		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2155						LN		83		7		false		 7                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		2156						LN		83		8		false		 8               (No response.)				false

		2157						LN		83		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2158						LN		83		10		false		10                   Motion carries.				false

		2159						LN		83		11		false		11               MS. CHENG:				false

		2160						LN		83		12		false		12                   There was also a request by Exxon Mobil				false

		2161						LN		83		13		false		13   Corp to withdraw two of their applications:  20161912				false

		2162						LN		83		14		false		14   and 20161913.  So those are being withdrawn from the				false

		2163						LN		83		15		false		15   agenda.				false

		2164						LN		83		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2165						LN		83		17		false		17                   Is there a motion to approve the				false

		2166						LN		83		18		false		18   withdrawal?				false

		2167						LN		83		19		false		19                   Made by Major Coleman; seconded by Dr.				false

		2168						LN		83		20		false		20   Wilson.				false

		2169						LN		83		21		false		21                   Any discussion on the withdrawal?				false

		2170						LN		83		22		false		22               (No response.)				false

		2171						LN		83		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2172						LN		83		24		false		24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		2173						LN		83		25		false		25               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		2174						PG		84		0		false		page 84				false

		2175						LN		84		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2176						LN		84		2		false		 2                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		2177						LN		84		3		false		 3               (No response.)				false

		2178						LN		84		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2179						LN		84		5		false		 5                   Motion carries.				false

		2180						LN		84		6		false		 6               MS. CHENG:				false

		2181						LN		84		7		false		 7                   Okay.  We have 20170552, Bancroft Bag,				false

		2182						LN		84		8		false		 8   Incorporated in Ouachita Parish; 20170154 Chalmette				false

		2183						LN		84		9		false		 9   Refining, LLC in St. Bernard Parish; 20161911 Exxon				false

		2184						LN		84		10		false		10   Mobil Corporation in East Baton Rouge Parish; 20161914				false

		2185						LN		84		11		false		11   Exxon Mobil Corporation in East Baton Rouge Parish; and				false

		2186						LN		84		12		false		12   20161915 Exxon Mobil Corporation in West Baton Rouge				false

		2187						LN		84		13		false		13   Parish; 20180413, Graham Packing Company, LP in East				false

		2188						LN		84		14		false		14   Baton Rouge Parish; 20170155, PBF Logistics, LP in St.				false

		2189						LN		84		15		false		15   Bernard Parish; 20170377, Pala Interstate LLC in				false

		2190						LN		84		16		false		16   Livingston Parish; 20161917 Peppers Unlimited of				false

		2191						LN		84		17		false		17   Louisiana, Inc. in St. Martin Parish; 20180378, Shell				false

		2192						LN		84		18		false		18   Chemical LP in Ascension Parish; and 20170378,				false

		2193						LN		84		19		false		19   Stevendale Road, LLC in Livingston Parish.				false

		2194						LN		84		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2195						LN		84		21		false		21                   All right.  Thank you, Ms. Cheng.				false

		2196						LN		84		22		false		22                   All right.  We have a number of cards				false

		2197						LN		84		23		false		23   related to the Exxon Mobile applications.  So with that,				false

		2198						LN		84		24		false		24   I'm going to invite -- some of them don't indicate				false

		2199						LN		84		25		false		25   whether or not they're for or against, so I am going to				false

		2200						PG		85		0		false		page 85				false

		2201						LN		85		1		false		 1   invite the ones that say against first.  So what I'm				false

		2202						LN		85		2		false		 2   going to do is I'm going to call out the person, and				false

		2203						LN		85		3		false		 3   then I'm going to call out the person to be on deck as a				false

		2204						LN		85		4		false		 4   baseball term.				false

		2205						LN		85		5		false		 5                   So, first, we have Kirk Green that would				false

		2206						LN		85		6		false		 6   like to discuss the Exxon project, and on deck we will				false

		2207						LN		85		7		false		 7   have Donald Victorian.  So these individuals could come				false

		2208						LN		85		8		false		 8   forward, identify themselves and tell us your thoughts.				false

		2209						LN		85		9		false		 9                   Please step forward.				false

		2210						LN		85		10		false		10               MR. GREEN:				false

		2211						LN		85		11		false		11                   Kirk Green.				false

		2212						LN		85		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2213						LN		85		13		false		13                   Two to three minutes, please.  Keep it				false

		2214						LN		85		14		false		14   concise.  Don't repeat what was said before, not that				false

		2215						LN		85		15		false		15   anything has been said in your case.				false

		2216						LN		85		16		false		16               MR. GREEN:				false

		2217						LN		85		17		false		17                   Yes, sir.  Thank you to the Board.  My				false

		2218						LN		85		18		false		18   name is Kirk Green.  First of all, I'm a parent of an				false

		2219						LN		85		19		false		19   EBR student.  My daughter attends Baton Rouge Magnet				false

		2220						LN		85		20		false		20   High School.  I'm a teacher, a history teacher in the				false

		2221						LN		85		21		false		21   EBR school system.  I'm also a homeowner and a taxpayer				false

		2222						LN		85		22		false		22   for East Baton Rouge.				false

		2223						LN		85		23		false		23                   First, I'd like to bring a little bit of				false

		2224						LN		85		24		false		24   history into the context.  If we remember, we did have a				false

		2225						LN		85		25		false		25   prior system of government called the Articles of				false

		2226						PG		86		0		false		page 86				false

		2227						LN		86		1		false		 1   Confederation.  Under the Articles of Confederation,				false

		2228						LN		86		2		false		 2   there was a complete failure of the government, thanks				false

		2229						LN		86		3		false		 3   to things like Shay's Rebellion.  Shay's Rebellion was				false

		2230						LN		86		4		false		 4   an upheaval of the farmers when the tax burden was				false

		2231						LN		86		5		false		 5   shifted completely upon them, so much so that they were				false

		2232						LN		86		6		false		 6   able to take away their farms, and that lead to the				false

		2233						LN		86		7		false		 7   downfall of the Articles of Confederation and the				false

		2234						LN		86		8		false		 8   constitution that we have.				false

		2235						LN		86		9		false		 9                   In the light of that, Benjamin Franklin				false

		2236						LN		86		10		false		10   wrote to Robert Morris, "The failure of our people in				false

		2237						LN		86		11		false		11   paying taxes is highly blameable.  The unwillingness to				false

		2238						LN		86		12		false		12   pay them is still more so.  I see in some resolutions of				false

		2239						LN		86		13		false		13   town meetings, a petition against giving congress power				false

		2240						LN		86		14		false		14   to take, as they call it, the people's money out of				false

		2241						LN		86		15		false		15   their pockets.  They seem to mistake the point.  All				false

		2242						LN		86		16		false		16   property seems to be taxable for public good.  He that				false

		2243						LN		86		17		false		17   does not like civil society on these terms, let him				false

		2244						LN		86		18		false		18   retire and live among the savages.  He can have no right				false

		2245						LN		86		19		false		19   to the benefits of society who will not pay the support				false

		2246						LN		86		20		false		20   of it."				false

		2247						LN		86		21		false		21                   So that we are clear on some of the				false

		2248						LN		86		22		false		22   numbers, the quarterly profit for Exxon in the first				false

		2249						LN		86		23		false		23   quarter, 4.7-billion; second quarter, 4-billion; third				false

		2250						LN		86		24		false		24   quarter, 6.2-billion -- excuse me -- .24-billion.  That				false

		2251						LN		86		25		false		25   is just profit enriching shareholders and board members.				false

		2252						PG		87		0		false		page 87				false

		2253						LN		87		1		false		 1   The CEO of this board -- excuse me -- of the company is				false

		2254						LN		87		2		false		 2   making $14-million.  The deficit for our EBR schools is				false

		2255						LN		87		3		false		 3   $16-million.  That's the money we need to teach our				false

		2256						LN		87		4		false		 4   children.  Now, he gets one year as much as we have as a				false

		2257						LN		87		5		false		 5   deficit for our entire year.  We're talking a lot of				false

		2258						LN		87		6		false		 6   money.  I don't make near that.				false

		2259						LN		87		7		false		 7                   Now, your vote today is going to tell us				false

		2260						LN		87		8		false		 8   whether Louisiana will put children first or company				false

		2261						LN		87		9		false		 9   profits first.  Our children's right to a good education				false

		2262						LN		87		10		false		10   and the promised social mobility of the American dream				false

		2263						LN		87		11		false		11   is important and at stake in some of the these decisions				false

		2264						LN		87		12		false		12   you are making.				false

		2265						LN		87		13		false		13                   We have, as Dr. King said, a promissory				false

		2266						LN		87		14		false		14   note.  It is for all of us.  It is not for the benefit				false

		2267						LN		87		15		false		15   of the few, for the rich, for the white, for the black,				false

		2268						LN		87		16		false		16   for the Republican, for the Democrat.				false

		2269						LN		87		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2270						LN		87		18		false		18                   You have one minute left.				false

		2271						LN		87		19		false		19               MR. GREEN:				false

		2272						LN		87		20		false		20                   Thank you, sir.				false

		2273						LN		87		21		false		21                   So Benjamin Franklin and our Founding				false

		2274						LN		87		22		false		22   Fathers gave us a government of the people, by the				false

		2275						LN		87		23		false		23   people and for the people, not for the shareholders by				false

		2276						LN		87		24		false		24   the corporations and for profit.  We simply ask that				false

		2277						LN		87		25		false		25   equitable support of a society that benefits so heavily				false

		2278						PG		88		0		false		page 88				false

		2279						LN		88		1		false		 1   from this society.				false

		2280						LN		88		2		false		 2                   Thank you, sir.				false

		2281						LN		88		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2282						LN		88		4		false		 4                   Thank you.				false

		2283						LN		88		5		false		 5                   Donald Victorian.				false

		2284						LN		88		6		false		 6               MR. VICTORIAN:				false

		2285						LN		88		7		false		 7                   Thank you.  My name is Donald Victorian,				false

		2286						LN		88		8		false		 8   and I live at 8545 Hooper Road here in Baton Rouge.  I'm				false

		2287						LN		88		9		false		 9   a retired petroleum chemist with 35 years of experience.				false

		2288						LN		88		10		false		10                   These exemptions are inappropriate				false

		2289						LN		88		11		false		11   because tax exemptions don't seem to be, in my opinion,				false

		2290						LN		88		12		false		12   the proper incentive for a company to locate or not				false

		2291						LN		88		13		false		13   locate -- not locate in a particular area.				false

		2292						LN		88		14		false		14                   My wife worked as an educator in East				false

		2293						LN		88		15		false		15   Baton Rouge schools in excess of 11 years.  She worked				false

		2294						LN		88		16		false		16   in the alternative school system.  Her disappointment in				false

		2295						LN		88		17		false		17   the proper funding of necessary resources of those				false

		2296						LN		88		18		false		18   schools helped to influence her decision to move to				false

		2297						LN		88		19		false		19   Wallis, Texas school system.				false

		2298						LN		88		20		false		20                   It's my belief that the approval of				false

		2299						LN		88		21		false		21   these tax exemptions will continue to drive qualified				false

		2300						LN		88		22		false		22   educators away from East Baton Rouge Parish in search of				false

		2301						LN		88		23		false		23   better opportunities.				false

		2302						LN		88		24		false		24                   Therefore, the proper funding of East				false

		2303						LN		88		25		false		25   Baton Rouge schools is more important than the proper				false

		2304						PG		89		0		false		page 89				false

		2305						LN		89		1		false		 1   development and -- I'm sorry -- proper embellishment of				false

		2306						LN		89		2		false		 2   corporate profits.				false

		2307						LN		89		3		false		 3                   Thank you.				false

		2308						LN		89		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2309						LN		89		5		false		 5                   Thank you.				false

		2310						LN		89		6		false		 6                   Dr. Tia Mills.  Please step forward.				false

		2311						LN		89		7		false		 7   It's not indicated for or against.				false

		2312						LN		89		8		false		 8                   And on deck we have Kathryn Grigsby.				false

		2313						LN		89		9		false		 9   Please step forward and identify yourselves.				false

		2314						LN		89		10		false		10               DR. MILLS:				false

		2315						LN		89		11		false		11                   Good morning.  My name is Tia Mills.  I				false

		2316						LN		89		12		false		12   am President of the East Baton Rouge Parish Association				false

		2317						LN		89		13		false		13   of Educators, and I'm also a public school teacher in				false

		2318						LN		89		14		false		14   East Baton Rouge Parish School System.  This has been an				false

		2319						LN		89		15		false		15   issue that I have been fighting for quite some time, and				false

		2320						LN		89		16		false		16   the only thing that I can look at when I've been in the				false

		2321						LN		89		17		false		17   process of moving through this entire journey is the				false

		2322						LN		89		18		false		18   fact that the students that I serve deserve so much				false

		2323						LN		89		19		false		19   better than what they have.				false

		2324						LN		89		20		false		20                   I'm not in favor of giving away dollars				false

		2325						LN		89		21		false		21   that could be used to best serve our students.  I'm				false

		2326						LN		89		22		false		22   currently at a school that is an alternative system for				false

		2327						LN		89		23		false		23   elementary-aged children, and the school that I'm at,				false

		2328						LN		89		24		false		24   the building that I currently work in, it's been on the				false

		2329						LN		89		25		false		25   condemned list for years.  I've never, since I've served				false

		2330						PG		90		0		false		page 90				false

		2331						LN		90		1		false		 1   in the school system, obtained a salary increase.  I've				false

		2332						LN		90		2		false		 2   been working for the school system for almost 10 years.				false

		2333						LN		90		3		false		 3                   There are a number of things that my				false

		2334						LN		90		4		false		 4   students don't get compared to other schools.  The				false

		2335						LN		90		5		false		 5   entire district as a whole, we have limited resources.				false

		2336						LN		90		6		false		 6   We don't have a lot of technology in our building, and				false

		2337						LN		90		7		false		 7   to think that this is what I have -- I have to go above				false

		2338						LN		90		8		false		 8   and beyond.  So many of our employees give out of their				false

		2339						LN		90		9		false		 9   own pockets in order to make sure that our children				false

		2340						LN		90		10		false		10   obtain an education that's conducive to really learning,				false

		2341						LN		90		11		false		11   because right now --				false

		2342						LN		90		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2343						LN		90		13		false		13                   Two minutes.				false

		2344						LN		90		14		false		14               DR. MILLS:				false

		2345						LN		90		15		false		15                   -- right now, they're not.				false

		2346						LN		90		16		false		16                   I've been fighting this fight along with				false

		2347						LN		90		17		false		17   many others.  We've taken it to the court system.  We				false

		2348						LN		90		18		false		18   need business and industry to pay their fair share to				false

		2349						LN		90		19		false		19   our children.  This is who it is ultimately about.  Yes,				false

		2350						LN		90		20		false		20   business and industry, they're doing very well, but what				false

		2351						LN		90		21		false		21   about them?  Forget about the fact that employees may				false

		2352						LN		90		22		false		22   not be getting their due diligence, but what about the				false

		2353						LN		90		23		false		23   children?  They can't fight for themselves.  So it is up				false

		2354						LN		90		24		false		24   for us -- it's up to us to do so.  It is up to us to do				false

		2355						LN		90		25		false		25   that, and that's what we're doing because there are				false

		2356						PG		91		0		false		page 91				false

		2357						LN		91		1		false		 1   policies that are put in place on their behalf every				false

		2358						LN		91		2		false		 2   day, and they can do absolutely nothing about it.				false

		2359						LN		91		3		false		 3                   I could go on and on about how I'm a				false

		2360						LN		91		4		false		 4   taxpayer and how I have homeownership right here in this				false

		2361						LN		91		5		false		 5   city.  Yes, I do pay property taxes, and if I'm willing				false

		2362						LN		91		6		false		 6   to put the investment of the children into play knowing				false

		2363						LN		91		7		false		 7   that it's a good one, businesses and industry need to				false

		2364						LN		91		8		false		 8   see it as the same thing too.				false

		2365						LN		91		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2366						LN		91		10		false		10                   Thank you, Ms. Mills.				false

		2367						LN		91		11		false		11                   Next we have Ms. Kathryn Grigsby, and				false

		2368						LN		91		12		false		12   Dianne Hanley is on deck.				false

		2369						LN		91		13		false		13               MS. GRIGSBY:				false

		2370						LN		91		14		false		14                   Good morning.				false

		2371						LN		91		15		false		15               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2372						LN		91		16		false		16                   Please identify yourself.				false

		2373						LN		91		17		false		17               MS. GRIGSBY:				false

		2374						LN		91		18		false		18                   I am.  My name is Kathryn Grigsby.  I'm				false

		2375						LN		91		19		false		19   a lifetime resident of East Baton Rouge Parish, and I				false

		2376						LN		91		20		false		20   began my personal professional career as a teacher in				false

		2377						LN		91		21		false		21   East Baton Rouge Parish School System.  I come from a				false

		2378						LN		91		22		false		22   family of educators.  My grandparents, my mother.  My				false

		2379						LN		91		23		false		23   mom actually was eight hours of short of a Ph.D.  And				false

		2380						LN		91		24		false		24   once we needed, when I was in high school, a plumber,				false

		2381						LN		91		25		false		25   and she figured out that if she were being paid what the				false

		2382						PG		92		0		false		page 92				false

		2383						LN		92		1		false		 1   plumber was being paid for the hours that she spent				false

		2384						LN		92		2		false		 2   teaching children, in the classroom only, not at home,				false

		2385						LN		92		3		false		 3   she would have been making $60,000 a year.  And I'd				false

		2386						LN		92		4		false		 4   venture to say there's not very many teachers -- and				false

		2387						LN		92		5		false		 5   that was over 30 years ago.				false

		2388						LN		92		6		false		 6                   At any rate, what I want you-all to				false

		2389						LN		92		7		false		 7   think about and consider is that these dollars, you				false

		2390						LN		92		8		false		 8   teach, you educate, you touch the future.  All of these				false

		2391						LN		92		9		false		 9   business and industries are complaining about not having				false

		2392						LN		92		10		false		10   educated workforce, and if you want an educated				false

		2393						LN		92		11		false		11   workforce, you've got to pay for that.  You can't just				false

		2394						LN		92		12		false		12   say "Oh, let's reward these people."  This system came				false

		2395						LN		92		13		false		13   into being 80 years ago, and little has changed.  And we				false

		2396						LN		92		14		false		14   reward the wealthy to continue a good ol' boy's club,				false

		2397						LN		92		15		false		15   and we can't afford that.  When you have a state that is				false

		2398						LN		92		16		false		16   willfully ignorant and benign neglect, when you allow				false

		2399						LN		92		17		false		17   things like this to continue, you've got to think about				false

		2400						LN		92		18		false		18   our future, and these companies want educated people.				false

		2401						LN		92		19		false		19   They want people who can read; they want people who can				false

		2402						LN		92		20		false		20   do math.  And we need this money in East Baton Rouge				false

		2403						LN		92		21		false		21   Parish in our school system.  You would be appalled at				false

		2404						LN		92		22		false		22   the schools' --				false

		2405						LN		92		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2406						LN		92		24		false		24                   Two minutes.				false

		2407						LN		92		25		false		25               MS. GRIGSBY:				false

		2408						PG		93		0		false		page 93				false

		2409						LN		93		1		false		 1                   -- condition, if you want to walk				false

		2410						LN		93		2		false		 2   through them, and see where there's ceiling tiles				false

		2411						LN		93		3		false		 3   falling off.				false

		2412						LN		93		4		false		 4                   We used to have a fine education system				false

		2413						LN		93		5		false		 5   in East Baton Rouge Parish.  You have an opportunity				false

		2414						LN		93		6		false		 6   today to ensure that that process begins again.  And				false

		2415						LN		93		7		false		 7   it's not just East Baton Rouge Parish.  It's our entire				false

		2416						LN		93		8		false		 8   state.  Millions and billions of dollars are flying out				false

		2417						LN		93		9		false		 9   the door.				false

		2418						LN		93		10		false		10                   Thank you.				false

		2419						LN		93		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2420						LN		93		12		false		12                   Thank you, Ms. Grigsby.				false

		2421						LN		93		13		false		13                   Ms. Hanley, step forward and identify				false

		2422						LN		93		14		false		14   yourself.				false

		2423						LN		93		15		false		15               MS. HANLEY:				false

		2424						LN		93		16		false		16                   I am Dianne Hanley.  I live here in East				false

		2425						LN		93		17		false		17   Baton Rouge Parish.				false

		2426						LN		93		18		false		18                   The Exxon exemptions are inappropriate				false

		2427						LN		93		19		false		19   because they do not meet the standards that they should				false

		2428						LN		93		20		false		20   be in the best interest of this state.  The rules have				false

		2429						LN		93		21		false		21   been tweaked and tweaked, and I followed it for over two				false

		2430						LN		93		22		false		22   years.  I watched how the rules have been tweaked and				false

		2431						LN		93		23		false		23   tweaked to be so vague and broad that the applications				false

		2432						LN		93		24		false		24   that are before you follow a new interpretation that I				false

		2433						LN		93		25		false		25   do not believe are true to the intent of full-time				false

		2434						PG		94		0		false		page 94				false

		2435						LN		94		1		false		 1   equivalent jobs.  There aren't enough full-term				false

		2436						LN		94		2		false		 2   equivalent jobs created to warrant the amount of money				false

		2437						LN		94		3		false		 3   being foregone, given away, especially from schools.				false

		2438						LN		94		4		false		 4                   This is important to me because all my				false

		2439						LN		94		5		false		 5   children are teachers.  They live here, two of them.				false

		2440						LN		94		6		false		 6   They work in a different parish because of the salaries.				false

		2441						LN		94		7		false		 7   One of them has moved away.  That's why it's important				false

		2442						LN		94		8		false		 8   to me.  We need better salaries to attract and keep good				false

		2443						LN		94		9		false		 9   teachers.				false

		2444						LN		94		10		false		10                   If you approve this exemption, that will				false

		2445						LN		94		11		false		11   not bring my children here to work.  You are taking,				false

		2446						LN		94		12		false		12   one, money away from teachers and giving it to Exxon.				false

		2447						LN		94		13		false		13   Exxon does not need it to stay here, but my children				false

		2448						LN		94		14		false		14   need it to stay here.  I'm asking you not to do that				false

		2449						LN		94		15		false		15   because it is against -- not to do that, not to give the				false

		2450						LN		94		16		false		16   exemption because it is against the interest of my				false

		2451						LN		94		17		false		17   children and the interest of this state.				false

		2452						LN		94		18		false		18                   Finally, Exxon is saying that they need				false

		2453						LN		94		19		false		19   an incentive to do something that they did a year and a				false

		2454						LN		94		20		false		20   half ago.  That is not an incentive.  They finished the				false

		2455						LN		94		21		false		21   construction project 18 months ago.  We're not saying we				false

		2456						LN		94		22		false		22   blame them for doing that.  You gave them permission.				false

		2457						LN		94		23		false		23   Eight-two years of this program gives them permission to				false

		2458						LN		94		24		false		24   go do something and then come say, "We need money to do				false

		2459						LN		94		25		false		25   it."  But nobody on this Board and nobody in their right				false

		2460						PG		95		0		false		page 95				false

		2461						LN		95		1		false		 1   mind would take seriously that is an incentive to give				false

		2462						LN		95		2		false		 2   me money for something I have been able to do on my own				false

		2463						LN		95		3		false		 3   without you.				false

		2464						LN		95		4		false		 4                   Thank you very much.				false

		2465						LN		95		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2466						LN		95		6		false		 6                   Thank you, Ms. Hanley.				false

		2467						LN		95		7		false		 7                   In the interest of other applicants				false

		2468						LN		95		8		false		 8   other than the Exxons, we have been requested to				false

		2469						LN		95		9		false		 9   consider those that don't have public comment, so those				false

		2470						LN		95		10		false		10   include -- Ms. Cheng, if you'll read off the just the				false

		2471						LN		95		11		false		11   names real quick.				false

		2472						LN		95		12		false		12               MS. CHENG:				false

		2473						LN		95		13		false		13                   Excluding Exxon?				false

		2474						LN		95		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2475						LN		95		15		false		15                   Excluding Exxon.				false

		2476						LN		95		16		false		16               MS. CHENG:				false

		2477						LN		95		17		false		17                   And I just want to note, these all go to				false

		2478						LN		95		18		false		18   the locals after y'all give preliminary approval.				false

		2479						LN		95		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2480						LN		95		20		false		20                   All right.				false

		2481						LN		95		21		false		21               MS. CHENG:				false

		2482						LN		95		22		false		22                   2017 --				false

		2483						LN		95		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2484						LN		95		24		false		24                   You don't have to read the number, just				false

		2485						LN		95		25		false		25   the names.				false

		2486						PG		96		0		false		page 96				false

		2487						LN		96		1		false		 1               MS. CHENG:				false

		2488						LN		96		2		false		 2                   Bancroft Bag, Inc., Calumet Refining,				false

		2489						LN		96		3		false		 3   LLC, Graham Packaging Company, LP, PBF Logistics, LP,				false

		2490						LN		96		4		false		 4   Pala Interstate, LLP, Peppers Unlimited of Louisiana,				false

		2491						LN		96		5		false		 5   Inc., Shell Chemical LP and Stevendale Road, LLC.				false

		2492						LN		96		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2493						LN		96		7		false		 7                   All right.  Are there any comments from				false

		2494						LN		96		8		false		 8   the public concerning any of those applications?				false

		2495						LN		96		9		false		 9                   Yes, please step forward, identify				false

		2496						LN		96		10		false		10   yourself.  Only those, not Exxon.				false

		2497						LN		96		11		false		11               MS. PRANJIC:				false

		2498						LN		96		12		false		12                   Well, first of all, I'm going to kind of				false

		2499						LN		96		13		false		13   address generally all of the applications.				false

		2500						LN		96		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2501						LN		96		15		false		15                   Identify yourself.				false

		2502						LN		96		16		false		16               MS. PRANJIC:				false

		2503						LN		96		17		false		17                   And my name is Jessica Pranjic.  I'm the				false

		2504						LN		96		18		false		18   Manager of Communications and Workforce Development with				false

		2505						LN		96		19		false		19   the Greater Baton Rouge Industry Alliance, and on behalf				false

		2506						LN		96		20		false		20   of our 60-plus industrial member facilities in the				false

		2507						LN		96		21		false		21   greater Baton Rouge area, we would just like to urge the				false

		2508						LN		96		22		false		22   Commerce and Industry Board to approve all of the ITEP				false

		2509						LN		96		23		false		23   applications on the agenda today, of course, assuming				false

		2510						LN		96		24		false		24   that they meet your criteria.  And we believe that				false

		2511						LN		96		25		false		25   should the Commerce and Industry Board not approve these				false

		2512						PG		97		0		false		page 97				false

		2513						LN		97		1		false		 1   exemptions, it is going to send a strong signal to those				false

		2514						LN		97		2		false		 2   interested in investing in Louisiana that the laws				false

		2515						LN		97		3		false		 3   written as they are cannot be counted on and the				false

		2516						LN		97		4		false		 4   instability caused would make instant news that would				false

		2517						LN		97		5		false		 5   travel literally around the globe with the signal that				false

		2518						LN		97		6		false		 6   Louisiana is too unpredictable for business.				false

		2519						LN		97		7		false		 7                   In our role at GBRIA, we work closely				false

		2520						LN		97		8		false		 8   with hundreds of contracting companies within our region				false

		2521						LN		97		9		false		 9   helping them navigate and understand the safety and				false

		2522						LN		97		10		false		10   skilled requirements needed to construct, operate and				false

		2523						LN		97		11		false		11   maintain these technologically sophisticated plants.  We				false

		2524						LN		97		12		false		12   also interact with high schools, trade schools and				false

		2525						LN		97		13		false		13   universities so that they understand the specific skills				false

		2526						LN		97		14		false		14   needed to prepare the industrial workforce, and we				false

		2527						LN		97		15		false		15   interact with many nonprofits who seek donations and				false

		2528						LN		97		16		false		16   grants helping to make the necessary connections in				false

		2529						LN		97		17		false		17   order to find funding for their causes.				false

		2530						LN		97		18		false		18                   All of these groups employ people and				false

		2531						LN		97		19		false		19   benefit from the industrial manufacturers being located				false

		2532						LN		97		20		false		20   in this region, especially Exxon Mobil, which is the				false

		2533						LN		97		21		false		21   largest of these.  Exxon Mobil has been a steadfast				false

		2534						LN		97		22		false		22   supporter of many activities and organizations that				false

		2535						LN		97		23		false		23   provide a positive affect on our community, not only				false

		2536						LN		97		24		false		24   monetarily, but also in a way that lifts the spirit of				false

		2537						LN		97		25		false		25   the people here.				false

		2538						PG		98		0		false		page 98				false

		2539						LN		98		1		false		 1                   From the products people buy in grocery				false

		2540						LN		98		2		false		 2   stores to the volunteers helping kids and teachers at				false

		2541						LN		98		3		false		 3   schools or building homes for the needy and to the many				false

		2542						LN		98		4		false		 4   business owners who sell product to industry, the				false

		2543						LN		98		5		false		 5   positive effects we see are unmistakable.  Industry				false

		2544						LN		98		6		false		 6   already pays for two-thirds of all of the property taxes				false

		2545						LN		98		7		false		 7   paid in the Capital Region and at a higher percentage in				false

		2546						LN		98		8		false		 8   other parts of the state.				false

		2547						LN		98		9		false		 9                   In addition, business and industry pays				false

		2548						LN		98		10		false		10   for half of all property taxes paid in the state.  To				false

		2549						LN		98		11		false		11   say that industry should pay more property taxes is like				false

		2550						LN		98		12		false		12   saying that homeowners should give up their Homestead				false

		2551						LN		98		13		false		13   Exemption.  Our state's laws are set; the personal				false

		2552						LN		98		14		false		14   property and ITEP rules are set, so it's time for us to				false

		2553						LN		98		15		false		15   approve these application and just let the system work				false

		2554						LN		98		16		false		16   and let the results continue to build in our				false

		2555						LN		98		17		false		17   communities.				false

		2556						LN		98		18		false		18                   So thank you for your time.				false

		2557						LN		98		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2558						LN		98		20		false		20                   Thank you.				false

		2559						LN		98		21		false		21                   Are there any questions by any of the				false

		2560						LN		98		22		false		22   Board members?				false

		2561						LN		98		23		false		23                   Senator Thompson.				false

		2562						LN		98		24		false		24               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		2563						LN		98		25		false		25                   You wasn't suggesting -- you were going				false

		2564						PG		99		0		false		page 99				false

		2565						LN		99		1		false		 1   pretty fast there.  You're not suggesting we do away				false

		2566						LN		99		2		false		 2   with Homestead Exemption because --				false

		2567						LN		99		3		false		 3               MS. PRANJIC:				false

		2568						LN		99		4		false		 4                   No.				false

		2569						LN		99		5		false		 5               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		2570						LN		99		6		false		 6                   Ma'am?				false

		2571						LN		99		7		false		 7               MS. PRANJIC:				false

		2572						LN		99		8		false		 8                   I'm not.				false

		2573						LN		99		9		false		 9               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		2574						LN		99		10		false		10                   Okay.  Because it would change my				false

		2575						LN		99		11		false		11   opinion of Exxon and everybody else.  You get my drift?				false

		2576						LN		99		12		false		12                   Thank you.				false

		2577						LN		99		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2578						LN		99		14		false		14                   Thank you, Senator.				false

		2579						LN		99		15		false		15                   All right.  Are there any further				false

		2580						LN		99		16		false		16   comments from the public concerning the ones that are				false

		2581						LN		99		17		false		17   not Exxon that were previously mentioned?				false

		2582						LN		99		18		false		18               (No response.)				false

		2583						LN		99		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2584						LN		99		20		false		20                   Is there a motion to approve, other than				false

		2585						LN		99		21		false		21   Exxon?				false

		2586						LN		99		22		false		22                   Made by Mr. Moller; seconded by				false

		2587						LN		99		23		false		23   Mr. Slone.				false

		2588						LN		99		24		false		24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		2589						LN		99		25		false		25               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		2590						PG		100		0		false		page 100				false

		2591						LN		100		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2592						LN		100		2		false		 2                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		2593						LN		100		3		false		 3               (No response.)				false

		2594						LN		100		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2595						LN		100		5		false		 5                   Motion carries.				false

		2596						LN		100		6		false		 6                   All right.  We are going to go back to				false

		2597						LN		100		7		false		 7   Exxon.				false

		2598						LN		100		8		false		 8                   Next we have Mr. Edgar Cage, and on deck				false

		2599						LN		100		9		false		 9   Angela Reams-Brown.				false

		2600						LN		100		10		false		10                   Again, just to remind everyone, if it's				false

		2601						LN		100		11		false		11   already been said -- I know, Mr. Cage has used the				false

		2602						LN		100		12		false		12   "ditto" statement before.  In the interest of time --				false

		2603						LN		100		13		false		13               MR. CAGE:				false

		2604						LN		100		14		false		14                   I will try to appropriate this time.				false

		2605						LN		100		15		false		15               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2606						LN		100		16		false		16                   Thank you.				false

		2607						LN		100		17		false		17               MR. CAGE:				false

		2608						LN		100		18		false		18                   My name is Edgar Cage.  I'm with				false

		2609						LN		100		19		false		19   Together Baton Rouge and Together Louisiana.  I've been				false

		2610						LN		100		20		false		20   a frequent visitor to this Board of Commerce and				false

		2611						LN		100		21		false		21   Industry, to this Capital and to this room.  I just want				false

		2612						LN		100		22		false		22   to tell you about the four exemptions that you have				false

		2613						LN		100		23		false		23   before you from Exxon Mobil.				false

		2614						LN		100		24		false		24                   For over 83 years we have been giving				false

		2615						LN		100		25		false		25   away millions of dollars to multibillion-dollar				false

		2616						PG		101		0		false		page 101				false

		2617						LN		101		1		false		 1   international companies by approving ad valorem tax				false

		2618						LN		101		2		false		 2   exemptions.  The rich have gotten richer, when,				false

		2619						LN		101		3		false		 3   unfortunately, the poor have gotten poorer, and remain				false

		2620						LN		101		4		false		 4   the same.  When I look around my community, I see bad				false

		2621						LN		101		5		false		 5   roads, failing schools, underpaid policemen and access				false

		2622						LN		101		6		false		 6   issues to healthy food and health care.  These are just				false

		2623						LN		101		7		false		 7   some of the critical issues that need to be addressed.				false

		2624						LN		101		8		false		 8                   Recently, in the last election, I				false

		2625						LN		101		9		false		 9   supported two tax measures to begin to address road				false

		2626						LN		101		10		false		10   issues and mental health availability.  We have been				false

		2627						LN		101		11		false		11   rubber-stamping these ITEP exemptions without criteria				false

		2628						LN		101		12		false		12   and standards.  If we had meaningful, fair and balanced				false

		2629						LN		101		13		false		13   criteria and standards, the tax measures that I just				false

		2630						LN		101		14		false		14   voted on may not have even been necessary.  We could				false

		2631						LN		101		15		false		15   have had enough and sufficient funds to do what needs to				false

		2632						LN		101		16		false		16   be done in our community.				false

		2633						LN		101		17		false		17                   And I would like to commend our East				false

		2634						LN		101		18		false		18   Baton Rouge Metro Council and other taxing entities				false

		2635						LN		101		19		false		19   across the state that have established those fair and				false

		2636						LN		101		20		false		20   balanced criteria and standards and are not just				false

		2637						LN		101		21		false		21   rubber-stamping.				false

		2638						LN		101		22		false		22                   These exemptions that you are				false

		2639						LN		101		23		false		23   considering today will not affect the decision on				false

		2640						LN		101		24		false		24   whether the projects will come.  They are here and				false

		2641						LN		101		25		false		25   operating, and they did not need your approval or our				false

		2642						PG		102		0		false		page 102				false

		2643						LN		102		1		false		 1   approval for the exemption.  Because they did not need				false

		2644						LN		102		2		false		 2   them and the projects are complete, we should not give				false

		2645						LN		102		3		false		 3   it to them.  Let's start today not to stop				false

		2646						LN		102		4		false		 4   rubber-stamping these exemptions and serve all citizens,				false

		2647						LN		102		5		false		 5   not just big business.  Please deny these exemptions.				false

		2648						LN		102		6		false		 6                   Thank you.				false

		2649						LN		102		7		false		 7               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2650						LN		102		8		false		 8                   Thank you, Mr. Cage.				false

		2651						LN		102		9		false		 9                   Ms. Angela Reams-Brown, and on deck we				false

		2652						LN		102		10		false		10   have Robin Moulder.				false

		2653						LN		102		11		false		11                   Please identify yourself.				false

		2654						LN		102		12		false		12               MS. BROWN:				false

		2655						LN		102		13		false		13                   Good morning.  I'm Angela Reams-Brown.				false

		2656						LN		102		14		false		14   I'm a retired educator from the East Baton Rouge Parish				false

		2657						LN		102		15		false		15   School System with 33 and a half years.  I'm the proud				false

		2658						LN		102		16		false		16   mother of a son that just turned 35 this week, and he's				false

		2659						LN		102		17		false		17   a graduate of the East Baton Rouge Parish School System,				false

		2660						LN		102		18		false		18   but currently resides in the State of Texas.  And I'm				false

		2661						LN		102		19		false		19   the President of the East Baton Rouge Federation of				false

		2662						LN		102		20		false		20   Teachers.				false

		2663						LN		102		21		false		21                   As I sat here and listened my				false

		2664						LN		102		22		false		22   colleagues, I decided to approach my message from a				false

		2665						LN		102		23		false		23   different point of view, that of a storyteller and a				false

		2666						LN		102		24		false		24   teacher.  All of the facts have been laid out about the				false

		2667						LN		102		25		false		25   consequences of your actions and how your decision today				false

		2668						PG		103		0		false		page 103				false

		2669						LN		103		1		false		 1   will affect the citizens of this great State of				false

		2670						LN		103		2		false		 2   Louisiana.  I would like to appear to a different part				false

		2671						LN		103		3		false		 3   of your body, your heart.				false

		2672						LN		103		4		false		 4                   Often while watching TV we'll see				false

		2673						LN		103		5		false		 5   commercials that either warm our hearts or make us cry.				false

		2674						LN		103		6		false		 6   It all depends on what we see and what we hear.  I'm				false

		2675						LN		103		7		false		 7   asking each of you to take a minute to visualize a				false

		2676						LN		103		8		false		 8   classroom, a classroom with a teacher who is fatigued				false

		2677						LN		103		9		false		 9   from working an extra job to make ends meet the night				false

		2678						LN		103		10		false		10   before.  Envision the classroom lacking the most				false

		2679						LN		103		11		false		11   innovative technology that will assist our students in				false

		2680						LN		103		12		false		12   learning.  Imagine the parent who is unable to assist				false

		2681						LN		103		13		false		13   her child with their homework and can't afford to hire a				false

		2682						LN		103		14		false		14   tutor, but could and would benefit from an after school				false

		2683						LN		103		15		false		15   extended day program.  Envision the citizens of this				false

		2684						LN		103		16		false		16   great state paying additional taxes to support their				false

		2685						LN		103		17		false		17   local schools, even after their children have graduated				false

		2686						LN		103		18		false		18   and moved away from the State of Louisiana.  Envision				false

		2687						LN		103		19		false		19   the teachers who do become nationally board certified				false

		2688						LN		103		20		false		20   and earn advanced degrees moving away from their				false

		2689						LN		103		21		false		21   neighboring schools to a state so that they can afford				false

		2690						LN		103		22		false		22   to care for their children and their families.				false

		2691						LN		103		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2692						LN		103		24		false		24                   Two minutes.				false

		2693						LN		103		25		false		25               MS. BROWN:				false

		2694						PG		104		0		false		page 104				false

		2695						LN		104		1		false		 1                   Now imagine that teacher is you.				false

		2696						LN		104		2		false		 2   Imagine that parent is you.  Imagine that student is				false

		2697						LN		104		3		false		 3   your child, and imagine the taxpaying citizen as				false

		2698						LN		104		4		false		 4   yourself.  Make a decision today that will warm your				false

		2699						LN		104		5		false		 5   heart and not make it cry.  Vote no on these				false

		2700						LN		104		6		false		 6   applications, because these applications will not create				false

		2701						LN		104		7		false		 7   any additional jobs and they have already been				false

		2702						LN		104		8		false		 8   completed.				false

		2703						LN		104		9		false		 9                   Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, and				false

		2704						LN		104		10		false		10   Merry Christmas.				false

		2705						LN		104		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2706						LN		104		12		false		12                   Thank you, Ms. Reams.  You too.				false

		2707						LN		104		13		false		13                   Mr. Moulder, and on deck we have				false

		2708						LN		104		14		false		14   Alexandra Clark.				false

		2709						LN		104		15		false		15               MR. MOULDER:				false

		2710						LN		104		16		false		16                   My name is Robin Moulder.  I am a				false

		2711						LN		104		17		false		17   homeowner in East Baton Rouge Parish.  These exemptions				false

		2712						LN		104		18		false		18   and those this Board has passed in the past have and				false

		2713						LN		104		19		false		19   will require homeowners and all other classes of				false

		2714						LN		104		20		false		20   business, commercial, office space, apartment,				false

		2715						LN		104		21		false		21   residential, all other kinds of businesses, to pay more				false

		2716						LN		104		22		false		22   property tax so that we can all have the same level of				false

		2717						LN		104		23		false		23   government services we have today, that's sheriff,				false

		2718						LN		104		24		false		24   schools and the metro.				false

		2719						LN		104		25		false		25                   We all pay more so that we can exempt				false

		2720						PG		105		0		false		page 105				false

		2721						LN		105		1		false		 1   Exxon from paying its share of the property tax.  Why?				false

		2722						LN		105		2		false		 2   Why are we doing that?  Why are we giving Exxon and				false

		2723						LN		105		3		false		 3   other large industrial firms an exemption to the taxes				false

		2724						LN		105		4		false		 4   we all pay, you pay?  We hope they'll provide more jobs.				false

		2725						LN		105		5		false		 5   We don't require proof.  We don't have any idea what				false

		2726						LN		105		6		false		 6   they really did.  We are just taking it on faith that				false

		2727						LN		105		7		false		 7   they are going to have more jobs because we gave them				false

		2728						LN		105		8		false		 8   their exemption to our taxes.				false

		2729						LN		105		9		false		 9                   An ex-Metro Council member at the Baton				false

		2730						LN		105		10		false		10   Rouge Metro Council -- I'm going to paraphrase him.  I'm				false

		2731						LN		105		11		false		11   sure I'm not quoting him exactly -- said that that is				false

		2732						LN		105		12		false		12   like shooting of case of shotgun shells straight up in				false

		2733						LN		105		13		false		13   the air and calling it duck hunting.  In this particular				false

		2734						LN		105		14		false		14   case, two years after they did the work, the flock of				false

		2735						LN		105		15		false		15   ducks is already on the other side of the hill before				false

		2736						LN		105		16		false		16   they started shooting.  You're wasting ammunition, my				false

		2737						LN		105		17		false		17   tax money.				false

		2738						LN		105		18		false		18               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2739						LN		105		19		false		19                   Thank you, Mr. Moulder.				false

		2740						LN		105		20		false		20                   Alexandra Clark, please step forward,				false

		2741						LN		105		21		false		21   identify yourself.  On deck we have Valencia Johnson, I				false

		2742						LN		105		22		false		22   believe.  Valencia.				false

		2743						LN		105		23		false		23               AUDIENCE MEMBER:				false

		2744						LN		105		24		false		24                   Valencia had to go.				false

		2745						LN		105		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2746						PG		106		0		false		page 106				false

		2747						LN		106		1		false		 1                   Oh, okay.  Thank you.				false

		2748						LN		106		2		false		 2                   On deck then we have Joyce Williams.				false

		2749						LN		106		3		false		 3               AUDIENCE MEMBER:				false

		2750						LN		106		4		false		 4                   She did too.				false

		2751						LN		106		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2752						LN		106		6		false		 6                   She had to leave.				false

		2753						LN		106		7		false		 7                   All right.  Gretchen Lampe.				false

		2754						LN		106		8		false		 8               MS. LAMPE:				false

		2755						LN		106		9		false		 9                   That's me.				false

		2756						LN		106		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2757						LN		106		11		false		11                   You're on deck, Ms. Lampe.				false

		2758						LN		106		12		false		12               MS. CLARK:				false

		2759						LN		106		13		false		13                   Good morning.  My name is Alexandra				false

		2760						LN		106		14		false		14   Clark, and I'm a school psychologist in the EBR School				false

		2761						LN		106		15		false		15   System.				false

		2762						LN		106		16		false		16                   As a school psychologist, my main job				false

		2763						LN		106		17		false		17   responsibility is to evaluate students for special				false

		2764						LN		106		18		false		18   education eligibility.  During the 2010-2011 school				false

		2765						LN		106		19		false		19   year, my first year with EBR, my had close to 20				false

		2766						LN		106		20		false		20   psychologists.  Now we are down to just 11, and two are				false

		2767						LN		106		21		false		21   set to retire this school year.  That's currently 11				false

		2768						LN		106		22		false		22   school psychologists for 80-something schools once you				false

		2769						LN		106		23		false		23   include the private and charter schools that we have to				false

		2770						LN		106		24		false		24   serve.				false

		2771						LN		106		25		false		25                   Due to our lack of funds, when a				false

		2772						PG		107		0		false		page 107				false

		2773						LN		107		1		false		 1   psychologist leaves or retires, they are not replaced,				false

		2774						LN		107		2		false		 2   just as with many other positions in the school system.				false

		2775						LN		107		3		false		 3   When one leaves, they just double our workload, which				false

		2776						LN		107		4		false		 4   adds more stress on us, and, yet, our pay remains the				false

		2777						LN		107		5		false		 5   same.  Lack of funds also means less teachers employed,				false

		2778						LN		107		6		false		 6   which makes it harder to get the paperwork I need as				false

		2779						LN		107		7		false		 7   part of the special education evaluation.  And may I add				false

		2780						LN		107		8		false		 8   that all of that information is mandated by the federal				false

		2781						LN		107		9		false		 9   government, so I have to have it from the teachers as				false

		2782						LN		107		10		false		10   part of the reports.  Due to understaffing, teachers				false

		2783						LN		107		11		false		11   don't have planning periods or free time to complete the				false

		2784						LN		107		12		false		12   required paperwork.				false

		2785						LN		107		13		false		13                   The funding issue is so bad that my				false

		2786						LN		107		14		false		14   department, Pupil Appraisal, is rationing out paper to				false

		2787						LN		107		15		false		15   us knowing that our job is paper based.  Sometimes we				false

		2788						LN		107		16		false		16   can do a report on a student that's over 30 pages long.				false

		2789						LN		107		17		false		17   So just imagine each of us probably evaluates at least				false

		2790						LN		107		18		false		18   50 kids a year.  There's like 60 to 70 of us altogether,				false

		2791						LN		107		19		false		19   so that's a lot of reports and that's a lot of paper,				false

		2792						LN		107		20		false		20   and they're rationing paper out to us for a paper-based				false

		2793						LN		107		21		false		21   job.  That's how bad it is.  That's how much money we				false

		2794						LN		107		22		false		22   need.  Without paper, I can't print the reports that are				false

		2795						LN		107		23		false		23   required to give a student the services they qualify				false

		2796						LN		107		24		false		24   for, which is both unethical and illegal.				false

		2797						LN		107		25		false		25                   Keep in mind that Louisiana is Number 1				false

		2798						PG		108		0		false		page 108				false

		2799						LN		108		1		false		 1   to Number 2 in most resources.  We are the richest				false

		2800						LN		108		2		false		 2   state, but, yet, we have the poorest schools, the				false

		2801						LN		108		3		false		 3   poorest school systems.  We're at the bottom of the				false

		2802						LN		108		4		false		 4   barrel with reading, math, quality of life and				false

		2803						LN		108		5		false		 5   everything else, but we have all of these resources at				false

		2804						LN		108		6		false		 6   our disposal, but we don't access it because you keep				false

		2805						LN		108		7		false		 7   giving this money away.				false

		2806						LN		108		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2807						LN		108		9		false		 9                   Two minutes.				false

		2808						LN		108		10		false		10               MS. CLARK:				false

		2809						LN		108		11		false		11                   Basically approving exemptions leads to				false

		2810						LN		108		12		false		12   no money for the school system, which leads to not				false

		2811						LN		108		13		false		13   enough supplies or employees, and our children's				false

		2812						LN		108		14		false		14   education and future will suffer.  These children are				false

		2813						LN		108		15		false		15   supposed to be our future and our future lawyers,				false

		2814						LN		108		16		false		16   doctors, engineers and future process operators in the				false

		2815						LN		108		17		false		17   plant.  If you don't stop these exemptions, we will all				false

		2816						LN		108		18		false		18   soon regret it.				false

		2817						LN		108		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2818						LN		108		20		false		20                   Thank you, ma'am.				false

		2819						LN		108		21		false		21                   Ms. Lampe, and I believe on deck we have				false

		2820						LN		108		22		false		22   Jean Coco.				false

		2821						LN		108		23		false		23                   Please identify yourself.				false

		2822						LN		108		24		false		24               MS. LAMPE:				false

		2823						LN		108		25		false		25                   Hi.  I'm Gretchen Lampe.  I'm employed				false

		2824						PG		109		0		false		page 109				false

		2825						LN		109		1		false		 1   by the Louisiana Association of Educators.  I represent				false

		2826						LN		109		2		false		 2   the education employees in EBR.				false

		2827						LN		109		3		false		 3                   Just an aside comment before I make my				false

		2828						LN		109		4		false		 4   regular ones, the person who spoke before about how much				false

		2829						LN		109		5		false		 5   property tax the corporations of Louisiana are paying,				false

		2830						LN		109		6		false		 6   that they pay over half of the property taxes.  If				false

		2831						LN		109		7		false		 7   you-all happen to have the chance to look at the ITEP				false

		2832						LN		109		8		false		 8   video that was done by Together Baton Rouge about why				false

		2833						LN		109		9		false		 9   Louisiana remains in poverty, it may be because our				false

		2834						LN		109		10		false		10   corporations property and the reason they're paying half				false

		2835						LN		109		11		false		11   the property taxes is when your property is worth				false

		2836						LN		109		12		false		12   $3.1-billion, that's a whole lot more than that person				false

		2837						LN		109		13		false		13   who's getting a Homestead Exemption for their $115,000				false

		2838						LN		109		14		false		14   home.  Not only that, between 67 percent to 95 percent				false

		2839						LN		109		15		false		15   of that property is exempted at this point, and they are				false

		2840						LN		109		16		false		16   not paying taxes on it.				false

		2841						LN		109		17		false		17                   You've heard of the phrase that it will				false

		2842						LN		109		18		false		18   be a great day when schools are funded and the Air Force				false

		2843						LN		109		19		false		19   has to have a bake sale to buy airplanes.  The employees				false

		2844						LN		109		20		false		20   that I work with every day are trying to make sure that				false

		2845						LN		109		21		false		21   students have a great public school education.  Our				false

		2846						LN		109		22		false		22   economic development job is to prepare students for				false

		2847						LN		109		23		false		23   future jobs that we are creating today and don't know				false

		2848						LN		109		24		false		24   what they're going to look like.  It takes resources to				false

		2849						LN		109		25		false		25   have great public schools.				false

		2850						PG		110		0		false		page 110				false

		2851						LN		110		1		false		 1                   In the last 10 years, EBR, just like				false

		2852						LN		110		2		false		 2   every other school system in Louisiana, has had one,				false

		2853						LN		110		3		false		 3   only one, dime of increase in per-pupil funding from the				false

		2854						LN		110		4		false		 4   Minimum Foundation Program.  Now, that's on the				false

		2855						LN		110		5		false		 5   legislature for doing that, but you have approved 47 tax				false

		2856						LN		110		6		false		 6   exemptions, which means that local revenue that we need				false

		2857						LN		110		7		false		 7   to educate these students for future jobs is not coming				false

		2858						LN		110		8		false		 8   in.  Because of the starvation of our school systems,				false

		2859						LN		110		9		false		 9   and that's every school system in this state that's				false

		2860						LN		110		10		false		10   being starved, we're facing a $23-million deficit in EBR				false

		2861						LN		110		11		false		11   this year.				false

		2862						LN		110		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2863						LN		110		13		false		13                   Two minutes.				false

		2864						LN		110		14		false		14               MS. LAMPE:				false

		2865						LN		110		15		false		15                   You're now preparing to grant a tax				false

		2866						LN		110		16		false		16   incentive for projects that were completed in the past				false

		2867						LN		110		17		false		17   and were actually we're acquiring capital equipment,				false

		2868						LN		110		18		false		18   which is the cost of doing business if you own a				false

		2869						LN		110		19		false		19   company.				false

		2870						LN		110		20		false		20                   I'll be now looking for a day when I				false

		2871						LN		110		21		false		21   don't have to come and beg you to deny tax exemptions				false

		2872						LN		110		22		false		22   that we believe don't meet the ITEP requirements.				false

		2873						LN		110		23		false		23                   Thank you so very much for giving me an				false

		2874						LN		110		24		false		24   opportunity to speak to you today, and you-all have a				false

		2875						LN		110		25		false		25   real good holiday.				false

		2876						PG		111		0		false		page 111				false

		2877						LN		111		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2878						LN		111		2		false		 2                   Thank you, Ms. Lampe.				false

		2879						LN		111		3		false		 3                   Jean Coco.  And then I believe that is				false
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		2882						LN		111		6		false		 6               MS. COCO:				false
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		2884						LN		111		8		false		 8   I'm representing the League of Women Voters of Baton				false

		2885						LN		111		9		false		 9   Rouge.  I also teach writing at LSU.  I'm from a family				false

		2886						LN		111		10		false		10   that has lived in this state for six generations, and				false

		2887						LN		111		11		false		11   I'm also a product of public schools, K through college.				false

		2888						LN		111		12		false		12   So I thank you for letting me speak today.  I appreciate				false
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		2890						LN		111		14		false		14                   So I have a little story to tell.  I				false
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		2892						LN		111		16		false		16   Wisconsin, for academics.  So we had a good job offer in				false

		2893						LN		111		17		false		17   Rochester, New York.  So my daughter was a kindergartner				false

		2894						LN		111		18		false		18   at Buchanan Elementary, where I was very active in the				false

		2895						LN		111		19		false		19   PTA.  She happened to be in a gifted program, and I felt				false

		2896						LN		111		20		false		20   terribly guilty about the fact that my gifted child --				false

		2897						LN		111		21		false		21   all of the kids there were gifted -- was in class with				false

		2898						LN		111		22		false		22   only six students, whereas next door, the regular				false

		2899						LN		111		23		false		23   students, had classrooms of 30.  Actually, those were				false
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		2905						LN		112		3		false		 3   amazing education because class sizes were capped at 20.				false

		2906						LN		112		4		false		 4   The property taxes I paid year to year were the property				false

		2907						LN		112		5		false		 5   taxes I paid in a month in New York, where teachers had				false

		2908						LN		112		6		false		 6   master degrees after five years and were paid very well.				false

		2909						LN		112		7		false		 7   And I had a kid with some learning issues, and she was				false

		2910						LN		112		8		false		 8   serviced just extraordinarily well.  Then we moved to				false

		2911						LN		112		9		false		 9   North Carolina, where we also had a fine education.				false

		2912						LN		112		10		false		10                   So then we came back to Louisiana about				false
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		2923						LN		112		21		false		21   educate these kid well, and then they come in here and				false
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		2925						LN		112		23		false		23   our way because we give so many tax breaks to big				false
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		2933						LN		113		5		false		 5   bus station and watched people wait two hours for a bus				false
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		2935						LN		113		7		false		 7   we going to step up and not be 48, 49, 50 in education?				false
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		3126						LN		120		16		false		16   rules.  In fact, the advanced application was filed back				false

		3127						LN		120		17		false		17   in 2016.  We waited unit the new rules were promulgated.				false

		3128						LN		120		18		false		18                   And there was a lot of discussion				false

		3129						LN		120		19		false		19   earlier on another agenda item about communicating with				false

		3130						LN		120		20		false		20   the public, and that's one thing that our company				false

		3131						LN		120		21		false		21   believes very strongly in.  We went and even talked to				false

		3132						LN		120		22		false		22   neighbors, elected officials and the mayor's office				false

		3133						LN		120		23		false		23   about these applications, and they asked us to wait				false

		3134						LN		120		24		false		24   until the new rules were promulgated to move forward.				false

		3135						LN		120		25		false		25               MR. MILLER:				false

		3136						PG		121		0		false		page 121				false

		3137						LN		121		1		false		 1                   I just want to make sure that everyone				false

		3138						LN		121		2		false		 2   understood, Exxon doesn't make -- like most people,				false

		3139						LN		121		3		false		 3   don't make decisions to invest in '16 to build in '16.				false

		3140						LN		121		4		false		 4   It's usually way before that.				false

		3141						LN		121		5		false		 5                   Secondly, during that timeframe, from				false

		3142						LN		121		6		false		 6   '14 through today, how many projects has Exxon, roughly,				false

		3143						LN		121		7		false		 7   and within your group, how many projects has Exxon				false

		3144						LN		121		8		false		 8   decided to do elsewhere?				false

		3145						LN		121		9		false		 9               MS. CARGILE:				false

		3146						LN		121		10		false		10                   So I think anyone can look at the media				false

		3147						LN		121		11		false		11   and see the investment that has been made recently in				false

		3148						LN		121		12		false		12   the state next to ours, in Texas.  There is, like I				false

		3149						LN		121		13		false		13   said, it is about $20-billion worth of investment at our				false

		3150						LN		121		14		false		14   hands and an opportunity.  I don't have an exact number				false

		3151						LN		121		15		false		15   of that 20-billion how much is going to Texas, but				false

		3152						LN		121		16		false		16   there's a lot, but the good news is we want to bring				false

		3153						LN		121		17		false		17   more of it here.				false

		3154						LN		121		18		false		18                   We have a project right now that is				false

		3155						LN		121		19		false		19   under gate review today, and we are hoping to get that				false

		3156						LN		121		20		false		20   project.  You guys actually approved the ITEP for the				false

		3157						LN		121		21		false		21   eventually nearly a billion-dollar polypropylene project				false

		3158						LN		121		22		false		22   here.  So we want to get some of that investment.  If we				false

		3159						LN		121		23		false		23   can, we can grow the amount of property taxes that we				false

		3160						LN		121		24		false		24   pay for the long-term.				false

		3161						LN		121		25		false		25               MR. MILLER:				false

		3162						PG		122		0		false		page 122				false

		3163						LN		122		1		false		 1                   Right.				false

		3164						LN		122		2		false		 2               MS. CARGILE:				false

		3165						LN		122		3		false		 3                   Our assets at the refinery, for example,				false

		3166						LN		122		4		false		 4   stay on the tax rolls for 30 years.  Even when those				false

		3167						LN		122		5		false		 5   assets go out of service, they are still -- we're still				false

		3168						LN		122		6		false		 6   paying taxes on them.				false

		3169						LN		122		7		false		 7               MR. MILLER:				false

		3170						LN		122		8		false		 8                   Okay.  So if I'm not mistaken, there was				false

		3171						LN		122		9		false		 9   a $10-billion project that Exxon took to Texas we barely				false

		3172						LN		122		10		false		10   got to look at because we were in the middle of our				false

		3173						LN		122		11		false		11   rules evaluation.  I think it was 1,200 jobs that went				false

		3174						LN		122		12		false		12   to Texas, and no mater what Exxon says, I have to				false

		3175						LN		122		13		false		13   believe that our uncertainty had something to do with				false

		3176						LN		122		14		false		14   that.				false

		3177						LN		122		15		false		15                   Just for -- this isn't necessarily about				false

		3178						LN		122		16		false		16   Exxon.  If anybody thinks that the markets trends,				false

		3179						LN		122		17		false		17   market forces, including ITEP, don't have an impact or				false

		3180						LN		122		18		false		18   they're not -- and the river's there.  If you go down --				false

		3181						LN		122		19		false		19   anybody here drives down Gulf States Road in Baton				false

		3182						LN		122		20		false		20   Rouge, when I was a kid, because I grew up right off of				false

		3183						LN		122		21		false		21   Foster Road where that gentleman lives, and my dad				false

		3184						LN		122		22		false		22   worked at the end of Gulf States Road, there are plants				false

		3185						LN		122		23		false		23   all of way down that road.  Today they're not there.				false

		3186						LN		122		24		false		24   Some of them are not there.  And nothing's come back in				false

		3187						LN		122		25		false		25   its place.  So things can make them leave.				false

		3188						PG		123		0		false		page 123				false

		3189						LN		123		1		false		 1                   I don't believe Exxon would pick up				false

		3190						LN		123		2		false		 2   tomorrow and be gone, but in 15 years, instead of being				false

		3191						LN		123		3		false		 3   6,500, 7,000 employees, there could be 3,000.  If you				false

		3192						LN		123		4		false		 4   think it's hard to get tax money out of people who are				false

		3193						LN		123		5		false		 5   growing and green and doing great, then try and get				false

		3194						LN		123		6		false		 6   something from someone that's leaving.				false

		3195						LN		123		7		false		 7                   And I have much more to say, but that's				false

		3196						LN		123		8		false		 8   all I'll leave with today.  Thank you.				false

		3197						LN		123		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3198						LN		123		10		false		10                   Thank you, Mr. Miller.				false

		3199						LN		123		11		false		11                   Mr. Moller.				false

		3200						LN		123		12		false		12               MR. MOLLER:				false

		3201						LN		123		13		false		13                   I just have some questions specific to				false

		3202						LN		123		14		false		14   the one on -- the refinery and the job creation totals.				false

		3203						LN		123		15		false		15   Would you be the appropriate person to ask or is there				false

		3204						LN		123		16		false		16   anybody else?				false

		3205						LN		123		17		false		17               MS. CARGILE:				false

		3206						LN		123		18		false		18                   I'd like for Gloria Moncada, our				false

		3207						LN		123		19		false		19   refinery manager, to come up here if that's okay.				false

		3208						LN		123		20		false		20               MR. MOLLER:				false

		3209						LN		123		21		false		21                   Okay.				false

		3210						LN		123		22		false		22               MS. CARGILE:				false

		3211						LN		123		23		false		23                   I can help answer them, but she's...				false

		3212						LN		123		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3213						LN		123		25		false		25                   Please identify yourself.				false

		3214						PG		124		0		false		page 124				false

		3215						LN		124		1		false		 1               MS. MONCADA:				false

		3216						LN		124		2		false		 2                   Gloria Moncada, Exxon Baton Rouge				false

		3217						LN		124		3		false		 3   Refinery Manager.				false

		3218						LN		124		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3219						LN		124		5		false		 5                   Congratulations.				false

		3220						LN		124		6		false		 6               MS. MONCADA:				false

		3221						LN		124		7		false		 7                   Thank you.				false

		3222						LN		124		8		false		 8               MR. MOLLER:				false

		3223						LN		124		9		false		 9                   I'm just trying to understand job				false

		3224						LN		124		10		false		10   creation, because this says the refinery component would				false

		3225						LN		124		11		false		11   create 18 new permanent jobs.				false

		3226						LN		124		12		false		12               MS. MONCADA:				false

		3227						LN		124		13		false		13                   Correct.				false

		3228						LN		124		14		false		14               MR. MOLLER:				false

		3229						LN		124		15		false		15                   I'm looking at the Advanced Notification				false

		3230						LN		124		16		false		16   filed on the refinery in late 2016.  That said there				false

		3231						LN		124		17		false		17   were 1,283 existing jobs at the refinery, and then				false

		3232						LN		124		18		false		18   another Advanced that was filed a year later, at the end				false

		3233						LN		124		19		false		19   of the 2017, that said there were 1,272 jobs, so a net				false

		3234						LN		124		20		false		20   loss of 11 jobs.  But then in your application, it said				false

		3235						LN		124		21		false		21   there were 1,357 existing jobs and that 18 new ones				false

		3236						LN		124		22		false		22   would be added.  Could you just kind of clarify those				false

		3237						LN		124		23		false		23   three numbers for me so I understand?				false

		3238						LN		124		24		false		24               MS. MONCADA:				false

		3239						LN		124		25		false		25                   Yeah, absolutely.  I know how it can be				false

		3240						PG		125		0		false		page 125				false

		3241						LN		125		1		false		 1   confusing.  It has to do with the timeframe that you're				false

		3242						LN		125		2		false		 2   looking at.  So we hire throughout the year.  In fact,				false

		3243						LN		125		3		false		 3   you know, we'll have years where we hire over 100				false

		3244						LN		125		4		false		 4   people, but during the year, we'll have retirements,				false

		3245						LN		125		5		false		 5   you've got people that move on to different assignments,				false

		3246						LN		125		6		false		 6   and so depending on when you take that snapshot, you				false

		3247						LN		125		7		false		 7   could see movement in the head count.				false

		3248						LN		125		8		false		 8                   What you need to look at is positions in				false

		3249						LN		125		9		false		 9   the refinery; right, because you'll sometimes have a				false

		3250						LN		125		10		false		10   position, but it's unfilled while you've got a				false

		3251						LN		125		11		false		11   retirement waiting on that next new hire to get trained				false

		3252						LN		125		12		false		12   up and put in the job.  So when we count positions, we				false

		3253						LN		125		13		false		13   know that we're increasing positions.				false

		3254						LN		125		14		false		14               MR. MOLLER:				false

		3255						LN		125		15		false		15                   So 1,357, the number that's in this				false

		3256						LN		125		16		false		16   application, that is the number of positions at your				false

		3257						LN		125		17		false		17   company at what point in time?				false

		3258						LN		125		18		false		18               MS. MONCADA:				false

		3259						LN		125		19		false		19                   I don't know that I can --				false

		3260						LN		125		20		false		20               MR. MOLLER:				false

		3261						LN		125		21		false		21                   That's not the actual number of warm				false

		3262						LN		125		22		false		22   bodies working at the refinery?				false

		3263						LN		125		23		false		23               MS. MONCADA:				false

		3264						LN		125		24		false		24                   The 1,357 is the number of bodies				false

		3265						LN		125		25		false		25   that -- that application has the number of bodies that				false

		3266						PG		126		0		false		page 126				false

		3267						LN		126		1		false		 1   were at the site at the time that number was drawn.				false

		3268						LN		126		2		false		 2               MR. MOLLER:				false

		3269						LN		126		3		false		 3                   On 3 -- on March 30th of 2018?				false

		3270						LN		126		4		false		 4               MS. MONCADA:				false

		3271						LN		126		5		false		 5                   I believe so.				false

		3272						LN		126		6		false		 6               MS. CARGILE:				false

		3273						LN		126		7		false		 7                   I believe so, yeah.  I think so.				false

		3274						LN		126		8		false		 8                   And, Jan, one other thing that you might				false

		3275						LN		126		9		false		 9   want to notice is when the advances were filed -- and				false

		3276						LN		126		10		false		10   this is something we've shared with a lot of folks --				false

		3277						LN		126		11		false		11   you had a different set of rules; right?  So the assets				false

		3278						LN		126		12		false		12   related to the jobs at that time were different than				false

		3279						LN		126		13		false		13   when we readjusted because several of our assets did not				false

		3280						LN		126		14		false		14   apply under the new rules; right?				false

		3281						LN		126		15		false		15               MR. MOLLER:				false

		3282						LN		126		16		false		16                   Right.				false

		3283						LN		126		17		false		17               MS. CARGILE:				false

		3284						LN		126		18		false		18                   So we had to remove regulatory,				false

		3285						LN		126		19		false		19   environmental regulatory, anything that was in there				false

		3286						LN		126		20		false		20   that did not apply.  So that changed the whole face of				false

		3287						LN		126		21		false		21   your application as well.  So your final application was				false

		3288						LN		126		22		false		22   moved to adjust the new capital that applied under the				false

		3289						LN		126		23		false		23   new rules and the new jobs with that capital.				false

		3290						LN		126		24		false		24               MR. MOLLER:				false

		3291						LN		126		25		false		25                   Okay.  And LED is satisfied that these				false

		3292						PG		127		0		false		page 127				false

		3293						LN		127		1		false		 1   18 jobs are actual 18 new jobs?  I'm just -- you				false

		3294						LN		127		2		false		 2   understand my confusion, because it looked like the				false

		3295						LN		127		3		false		 3   number of jobs decreased year to year during the year				false

		3296						LN		127		4		false		 4   where it was supposed to add 18.				false

		3297						LN		127		5		false		 5               MS. MONCADA:				false

		3298						LN		127		6		false		 6                   Absolutely.  Right.				false

		3299						LN		127		7		false		 7               MS. CHENG:				false

		3300						LN		127		8		false		 8                   There are compliance documents that need				false

		3301						LN		127		9		false		 9   to be filed with LED once there is an active contract on				false

		3302						LN		127		10		false		10   this application, and the compliance documents are filed				false

		3303						LN		127		11		false		11   every year, so...				false

		3304						LN		127		12		false		12               MS. MONCADA:				false

		3305						LN		127		13		false		13                   And we use whatever basis, you know,				false

		3306						LN		127		14		false		14   whether if we start out by applying with positions,				false

		3307						LN		127		15		false		15   we'll end with positions.  If we start out applying by				false

		3308						LN		127		16		false		16   just pure head count, we use that same basis so that we				false

		3309						LN		127		17		false		17   don't create confusion in approving of the number.				false

		3310						LN		127		18		false		18               MR. MOLLER:				false

		3311						LN		127		19		false		19                   So they file the compliance documents				false

		3312						LN		127		20		false		20   after we approve this?				false

		3313						LN		127		21		false		21               MS. CHENG:				false

		3314						LN		127		22		false		22                   Correct.				false

		3315						LN		127		23		false		23               MR. MOLLER:				false

		3316						LN		127		24		false		24                   And if there's some problem with the				false

		3317						LN		127		25		false		25   compliance, I mean, if you look at this and say, "Well,				false

		3318						PG		128		0		false		page 128				false

		3319						LN		128		1		false		 1   it doesn't look like you actually created the 18 jobs,"				false

		3320						LN		128		2		false		 2   what happens then?				false

		3321						LN		128		3		false		 3               MS. CHENG:				false

		3322						LN		128		4		false		 4                   If compliance isn't met, it comes back				false

		3323						LN		128		5		false		 5   to the Board and it goes back to the locals.				false

		3324						LN		128		6		false		 6               MR. MOLLER:				false

		3325						LN		128		7		false		 7                   Okay.				false

		3326						LN		128		8		false		 8               MS. CARGILE:				false

		3327						LN		128		9		false		 9                   And let me also add to that that you				false

		3328						LN		128		10		false		10   only see two EBR applications and one West Baton Rouge;				false

		3329						LN		128		11		false		11   right?  And we haven't asked why, but the answer is that				false

		3330						LN		128		12		false		12   all of our plant managers look at the CEA that LED asks				false

		3331						LN		128		13		false		13   us to sign, and they wanted to make sure that we were				false

		3332						LN		128		14		false		14   able to maintain those job growth numbers for each				false

		3333						LN		128		15		false		15   contract over the 10-year period of the abatement.  So				false

		3334						LN		128		16		false		16   that was done with very diligent review by each plant				false

		3335						LN		128		17		false		17   manager as well as our HR team because they didn't want				false

		3336						LN		128		18		false		18   to sign that --				false

		3337						LN		128		19		false		19               MS. MONCADA:				false

		3338						LN		128		20		false		20                   In fact, two of the applications, the				false

		3339						LN		128		21		false		21   reason they were not sure about maintaining is because				false

		3340						LN		128		22		false		22   we're sending employees to Texas for projects that are				false

		3341						LN		128		23		false		23   being built there with Exxon Mobil because it's more				false

		3342						LN		128		24		false		24   attractive.				false

		3343						LN		128		25		false		25               MR. MOLLER:				false

		3344						PG		129		0		false		page 129				false

		3345						LN		129		1		false		 1                   Thank you.				false

		3346						LN		129		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3347						LN		129		3		false		 3                   All right.  I have on deck Mr. Slone				false

		3348						LN		129		4		false		 4   first and then Secretary Pierson.				false

		3349						LN		129		5		false		 5                   Mr. Slone.				false

		3350						LN		129		6		false		 6               MR. SLONE:				false

		3351						LN		129		7		false		 7                   Sure.  Thank you for sharing that				false

		3352						LN		129		8		false		 8   information about the jobs because they can be a little				false

		3353						LN		129		9		false		 9   bit confusing.				false

		3354						LN		129		10		false		10                   I guess my questions would be simply can				false

		3355						LN		129		11		false		11   you talk a little bit about the direct value to Baton				false

		3356						LN		129		12		false		12   Rouge and the communities that you guys have put some				false

		3357						LN		129		13		false		13   work into?  Because I know there's some things going on				false

		3358						LN		129		14		false		14   in North Baton Rouge that are near and dear to my heart				false

		3359						LN		129		15		false		15   as a young mam that grew up in North Baton Rouge and had				false

		3360						LN		129		16		false		16   relatives at Exxon Mobil, and from what I can hear is				false

		3361						LN		129		17		false		17   there's a corporate citizenship piece that maybe				false

		3362						LN		129		18		false		18   sometimes get overlooked in some of these conversations.				false

		3363						LN		129		19		false		19   So can you share a little bit about that?				false

		3364						LN		129		20		false		20               MS. CARGILE:				false

		3365						LN		129		21		false		21                   Absolutely.  That's what I like to talk				false

		3366						LN		129		22		false		22   about the most.				false

		3367						LN		129		23		false		23                   So we give about 5-million back to the				false

		3368						LN		129		24		false		24   Baton Rouge community alone every year.  There's a				false

		3369						LN		129		25		false		25   little bit more added to that because we were actually				false

		3370						PG		130		0		false		page 130				false

		3371						LN		130		1		false		 1   able to attract $13-million that went to the National				false

		3372						LN		130		2		false		 2   Math and Science Initiative.  And that, by the way, goes				false

		3373						LN		130		3		false		 3   to schools in our surrounding school districts.  A lot				false

		3374						LN		130		4		false		 4   of it in EBR where each school gets direct funding and				false

		3375						LN		130		5		false		 5   the teachers in those schools that teach AP classes				false
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		3621						LN		139		17		false		17   Mobil.  When asked earlier about projects that have not				false

		3622						LN		139		18		false		18   come here, I've been involved in watching corporately				false

		3623						LN		139		19		false		19   decisions being made to send billion-dollar-plus				false

		3624						LN		139		20		false		20   projects to our Beaumont refinery.  And, in fact, we're				false

		3625						LN		139		21		false		21   competing right now, very hard, for a project in Baton				false

		3626						LN		139		22		false		22   Rouge that's being considered versus our Baytown, Texas				false

		3627						LN		139		23		false		23   refinery.				false

		3628						LN		139		24		false		24                   I'll just end with saying the $6-million				false

		3629						LN		139		25		false		25   abatement that we're talking about here, these projects				false

		3630						PG		140		0		false		page 140				false

		3631						LN		140		1		false		 1   came with that incentive.  It attracted those projects				false

		3632						LN		140		2		false		 2   to Baton Rouge versus our other refineries, 19, around				false

		3633						LN		140		3		false		 3   the world, and they're going to generate $23-million of				false

		3634						LN		140		4		false		 4   property and sales tax benefit over the next 20 years.				false

		3635						LN		140		5		false		 5   $6-million of abatement providing $23-million.  If the				false

		3636						LN		140		6		false		 6   projects hadn't come, that 23-million would be a zero,				false

		3637						LN		140		7		false		 7   so...				false

		3638						LN		140		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3639						LN		140		9		false		 9                   Thank you, Ms. Moncada.  And you tell				false

		3640						LN		140		10		false		10   those people at corporate that we want those projects.				false

		3641						LN		140		11		false		11               MS. MONCADA:				false

		3642						LN		140		12		false		12                   Thank you.				false

		3643						LN		140		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3644						LN		140		14		false		14                   I know this Board does.				false

		3645						LN		140		15		false		15                   All right.  Next we have Mr. Chris				false

		3646						LN		140		16		false		16   Parker.  I think Mr.  On deck we have Scott Gleason.				false

		3647						LN		140		17		false		17                   Again, if you can keep your comment to				false

		3648						LN		140		18		false		18   two to three minutes, unless there are questions by the				false

		3649						LN		140		19		false		19   Board members.				false

		3650						LN		140		20		false		20               MR. PARKER:				false

		3651						LN		140		21		false		21                   Yes, sir.  Chris Parker, Exxon Mobil.				false

		3652						LN		140		22		false		22                   Most of the comments I was going to make				false

		3653						LN		140		23		false		23   were discussed between the Board and Stephanie and Ms.				false

		3654						LN		140		24		false		24   Gloria, but I did just want to add and clear up				false

		3655						LN		140		25		false		25   something that was stated earlier.  It was said that the				false

		3656						PG		141		0		false		page 141				false

		3657						LN		141		1		false		 1   projects were completed 18 months ago, but in reality				false

		3658						LN		141		2		false		 2   they were completed December of 2017.  So that's 12				false

		3659						LN		141		3		false		 3   months by my calculations.  So just wanted to clear that				false

		3660						LN		141		4		false		 4   up.				false

		3661						LN		141		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3662						LN		141		6		false		 6                   All right.  Thank you.				false

		3663						LN		141		7		false		 7                   Mr. Gleason.				false

		3664						LN		141		8		false		 8                   Please, if you have comments you'd like				false

		3665						LN		141		9		false		 9   to talk amongst yourself, please step out to the				false

		3666						LN		141		10		false		10   hallway.				false

		3667						LN		141		11		false		11                   Mr. Gleason.				false

		3668						LN		141		12		false		12               MR. GLEASON:				false

		3669						LN		141		13		false		13                   Good morning.  I'm Scott Gleason.  I am				false

		3670						LN		141		14		false		14   the Plant Manager at the lubricants plant in Port Allen,				false

		3671						LN		141		15		false		15   Louisiana.				false

		3672						LN		141		16		false		16                   In the interest of not repeating				false

		3673						LN		141		17		false		17   anything, I'll just talk in terms of from a lubricants				false

		3674						LN		141		18		false		18   perspective.  We do compete, not only with the other				false

		3675						LN		141		19		false		19   plants here in the United States, but across the globe				false

		3676						LN		141		20		false		20   for these investments.  Recently we celebrated two years				false

		3677						LN		141		21		false		21   of our new aviation facility, which we are very, very				false

		3678						LN		141		22		false		22   proud of.  And the predictability of the investment that				false

		3679						LN		141		23		false		23   we make drives a lot of these decisions.  So we have a				false

		3680						LN		141		24		false		24   lot of things in the future that we're competing not				false

		3681						LN		141		25		false		25   only with our neighboring states in Texas, but				false

		3682						PG		142		0		false		page 142				false

		3683						LN		142		1		false		 1   throughout the US and throughout the globe for this				false

		3684						LN		142		2		false		 2   business.  So I'd ask that you continue to give us that				false

		3685						LN		142		3		false		 3   predictability so that we can make the appropriate				false

		3686						LN		142		4		false		 4   investment.				false

		3687						LN		142		5		false		 5                   I am not from Louisiana, but this is my				false

		3688						LN		142		6		false		 6   second time I've returned a citizen.  I'm very, very				false

		3689						LN		142		7		false		 7   happy to be here.  I want to continue to support our				false

		3690						LN		142		8		false		 8   great state, and thank you very much.				false

		3691						LN		142		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3692						LN		142		10		false		10                   Thank you, Mr. Gleason.				false

		3693						LN		142		11		false		11                   We have Brad Allen, and on deck, Sam				false

		3694						LN		142		12		false		12   Williams.				false

		3695						LN		142		13		false		13               MR. ALLEN:				false

		3696						LN		142		14		false		14                   Good morning.  My name is Brad Allen.				false

		3697						LN		142		15		false		15   I'm the Operations Manager at Exxon Mobil's Baton Rouge				false

		3698						LN		142		16		false		16   Polyolefins plant.  So that is the plant where we've had				false

		3699						LN		142		17		false		17   a lot of discussions at past meetings about the				false

		3700						LN		142		18		false		18   polypropylene expansion project.				false

		3701						LN		142		19		false		19                   Again, not to repeat anything.  Just				false

		3702						LN		142		20		false		20   wanted to mention, you know, one of our lined items on				false

		3703						LN		142		21		false		21   this ITEP approval is for some projects in our				false

		3704						LN		142		22		false		22   polyethylene facility.  So we produce both of those				false

		3705						LN		142		23		false		23   products at our plant here.  Those projects are really				false

		3706						LN		142		24		false		24   designed to increase our reliability, our safety				false

		3707						LN		142		25		false		25   performance in order to set ourselves up for that next				false

		3708						PG		143		0		false		page 143				false

		3709						LN		143		1		false		 1   tranche of that $20-billion corporate investment that				false

		3710						LN		143		2		false		 2   we're looking at.  So we are very successful over the				false

		3711						LN		143		3		false		 3   years of improving our plant to get that money for this				false

		3712						LN		143		4		false		 4   polypropylene plant.  We're doing the same thing right				false

		3713						LN		143		5		false		 5   now for polyethylene.  So that's another expansion zone				false

		3714						LN		143		6		false		 6   we're looking at, and that's what these projects are				false

		3715						LN		143		7		false		 7   really designed to do.  They're to make ourselves look				false

		3716						LN		143		8		false		 8   better in our corporation's eyes so that we're able to				false

		3717						LN		143		9		false		 9   successfully compete for those bigger expansions and				false

		3718						LN		143		10		false		10   projects in the future.				false

		3719						LN		143		11		false		11                   Thank you.				false

		3720						LN		143		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3721						LN		143		13		false		13                   Thank you, Mr. Allen.				false

		3722						LN		143		14		false		14                   Sam Williams, and on deck we have Clay				false

		3723						LN		143		15		false		15   Fuller.				false

		3724						LN		143		16		false		16               MR. WILLIAMS:				false

		3725						LN		143		17		false		17                   Good morning.  My name is Sam Williams.				false

		3726						LN		143		18		false		18   I am the Product Quality Assurance Manager at Port Allen				false

		3727						LN		143		19		false		19   lubricants plant on the west side.				false

		3728						LN		143		20		false		20                   I'm just here to say that I appreciate				false

		3729						LN		143		21		false		21   allowing me to come on today to speak and to ask you-all				false

		3730						LN		143		22		false		22   to do what you are here to do.  But I'm excited about				false

		3731						LN		143		23		false		23   the opportunity that I have at Exxon Mobil with these				false

		3732						LN		143		24		false		24   projects coming along and to make us more robust to get				false

		3733						LN		143		25		false		25   more projects at our facilities and also allow us an				false

		3734						PG		144		0		false		page 144				false

		3735						LN		144		1		false		 1   opportunity to send some of our employees over to the				false

		3736						LN		144		2		false		 2   other schools to be able to be mentors with Junior				false

		3737						LN		144		3		false		 3   Achievement and things of that nature.  And if it were				false

		3738						LN		144		4		false		 4   not for these projects, then we could not free these				false

		3739						LN		144		5		false		 5   young people up to go and inspire other people in our				false

		3740						LN		144		6		false		 6   public education schools.				false

		3741						LN		144		7		false		 7                   I am a graduate, a lifelong resident of				false

		3742						LN		144		8		false		 8   East Baton Rouge Parish.  I went to schools in East				false

		3743						LN		144		9		false		 9   Baton Rouge Parish.  I actually volunteered my time,				false

		3744						LN		144		10		false		10   energy and effort, also my wife, in the schools.  So we				false

		3745						LN		144		11		false		11   spend a lot of time in the schools.  So, therefore, I				false

		3746						LN		144		12		false		12   just ask you-all to assist us to help young people to go				false

		3747						LN		144		13		false		13   and inspire other young people in the education areas.				false

		3748						LN		144		14		false		14                   Thank you.				false

		3749						LN		144		15		false		15               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3750						LN		144		16		false		16                   Thank you.				false

		3751						LN		144		17		false		17                   Clay Fuller.				false

		3752						LN		144		18		false		18               MS. CHENG:				false

		3753						LN		144		19		false		19                   Clay Fuller doesn't want to speak.				false

		3754						LN		144		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3755						LN		144		21		false		21                   Oh, I'm sorry.				false

		3756						LN		144		22		false		22                   All right.  Tyler Gray, I think, and on				false

		3757						LN		144		23		false		23   deck, Adam Knapp.				false

		3758						LN		144		24		false		24               MR. GRAY:				false

		3759						LN		144		25		false		25                   Good morning.  I think it's still the				false

		3760						PG		145		0		false		page 145				false

		3761						LN		145		1		false		 1   morning.  My name is Tyler Gray.  I am currently the				false

		3762						LN		145		2		false		 2   General Counsel for the Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil &				false

		3763						LN		145		3		false		 3   Gas Association, but I will, in my capacity here, I'll				false

		3764						LN		145		4		false		 4   also be President of the organization starting next				false

		3765						LN		145		5		false		 5   year.				false

		3766						LN		145		6		false		 6                   You know, a lot has been covered today,				false

		3767						LN		145		7		false		 7   some different issues.  What I want to do is just kind				false

		3768						LN		145		8		false		 8   of make one general comment.  So Louisiana Mid-Continent				false

		3769						LN		145		9		false		 9   Oil & Gas Association has several members representing				false

		3770						LN		145		10		false		10   the oil and gas industry here in the State of Louisiana.				false

		3771						LN		145		11		false		11   Those memberships include Exxon, Shell, PBF, Chalmette				false

		3772						LN		145		12		false		12   Refining, Enlink, Tellurian and several other companies.				false

		3773						LN		145		13		false		13                   Now, the other companies have already				false

		3774						LN		145		14		false		14   been approved; right?  The rules have been followed, and				false

		3775						LN		145		15		false		15   they've been allowed to move forward.  At this point,				false

		3776						LN		145		16		false		16   we're looking at one application, and from what I've				false

		3777						LN		145		17		false		17   heard today from Secretary Pierson, whose trust I put in				false

		3778						LN		145		18		false		18   evaluating the rules that we set forth, it comes out in				false

		3779						LN		145		19		false		19   favor of the application.  So, therefore, as a				false

		3780						LN		145		20		false		20   representative of all of industry, I do want to focus on				false

		3781						LN		145		21		false		21   the fact that we are granting exemptions when				false

		3782						LN		145		22		false		22   organizations are following the rules.  Therefore, when				false

		3783						LN		145		23		false		23   we have situations where we look at policy beyond the				false

		3784						LN		145		24		false		24   scope of this Board, something like education, which the				false

		3785						LN		145		25		false		25   Governor has already come out and said is an issue and				false

		3786						PG		146		0		false		page 146				false

		3787						LN		146		1		false		 1   we will address going forward.  And as a representative				false

		3788						LN		146		2		false		 2   of industry, I can tell you that workforce development				false

		3789						LN		146		3		false		 3   is just as important as investment.				false

		3790						LN		146		4		false		 4                   We have those conversations at the				false

		3791						LN		146		5		false		 5   appropriate time.  Today we look at the rules, we review				false

		3792						LN		146		6		false		 6   the exemptions, we grant the exemption.  If they don't				false

		3793						LN		146		7		false		 7   comply, we send them back to the place that they go.				false

		3794						LN		146		8		false		 8   LED has spoken.  We've heard from the applicant.  And so				false

		3795						LN		146		9		false		 9   at that point, I ask you to look at it from that				false

		3796						LN		146		10		false		10   perspective to make sure that we stay focused, we review				false

		3797						LN		146		11		false		11   the application, what's put in front of us and we move				false

		3798						LN		146		12		false		12   forward.				false

		3799						LN		146		13		false		13                   With that, I appreciate the opportunity				false

		3800						LN		146		14		false		14   to make comments.  Thank you.				false

		3801						LN		146		15		false		15               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3802						LN		146		16		false		16                   Thank you.				false

		3803						LN		146		17		false		17                   Mr. Knapp.				false

		3804						LN		146		18		false		18               MR. KNAPP:				false

		3805						LN		146		19		false		19                   Thank you for the opportunity be with				false

		3806						LN		146		20		false		20   you today.  My name is Adam Knapp.  I'm the President				false

		3807						LN		146		21		false		21   and CEO of the Baton Rouge Area Chamber.  Our				false

		3808						LN		146		22		false		22   organization leads the economic development in the				false

		3809						LN		146		23		false		23   nine-parish Capitol Region and we serve as the economic				false

		3810						LN		146		24		false		24   development partner for East Baton Rouge Parish on				false

		3811						LN		146		25		false		25   economic development projects that concern the parish.				false

		3812						PG		147		0		false		page 147				false

		3813						LN		147		1		false		 1                   On a personal note, I'll also add, for				false

		3814						LN		147		2		false		 2   the prior comments, that my children are students in the				false

		3815						LN		147		3		false		 3   East Baton Rouge Parish School System, all three of				false

		3816						LN		147		4		false		 4   them, and my wife and I are both participants in the PTA				false

		3817						LN		147		5		false		 5   and active in our community.  Our parish -- our own				false

		3818						LN		147		6		false		 6   property taxes and sales taxes, of course, go to support				false

		3819						LN		147		7		false		 7   our parish services, and we are personally involved and				false

		3820						LN		147		8		false		 8   active in the education system.  And I would say we are				false

		3821						LN		147		9		false		 9   proud of the services provided by East Baton Rouge				false

		3822						LN		147		10		false		10   Parish public schools, and that's the reason why my				false

		3823						LN		147		11		false		11   family chooses to do that for our children.  It's				false

		3824						LN		147		12		false		12   something that we believe is an important part of our				false

		3825						LN		147		13		false		13   life.  Both of us were products of public education.  Me				false

		3826						LN		147		14		false		14   in Lake Charles and her in Virginia, but we both				false

		3827						LN		147		15		false		15   continue to be very active.  I will say it is a good				false

		3828						LN		147		16		false		16   public school system and it's one that's working very				false

		3829						LN		147		17		false		17   hard every day because of many of the people in the room				false

		3830						LN		147		18		false		18   doing everything they can to get better as well.				false

		3831						LN		147		19		false		19                   Our parish is stronger, not weaker, for				false

		3832						LN		147		20		false		20   having an incredible base of manufacturing, which is,				false

		3833						LN		147		21		false		21   today, driving our economy.  Yesterday, the Baton Rouge				false

		3834						LN		147		22		false		22   Area of Chamber released it's 2019 forecast for the				false

		3835						LN		147		23		false		23   regional economy, and we enjoy economic growth.  Much				false

		3836						LN		147		24		false		24   was said earlier about the boom that's happening in Lake				false

		3837						LN		147		25		false		25   Charles.  I would say that we've been on a pretty good				false

		3838						PG		148		0		false		page 148				false

		3839						LN		148		1		false		 1   streak ourselves, although we do envy a little bit some				false

		3840						LN		148		2		false		 2   of the numbers that we see in Lake Charles.  We've been				false

		3841						LN		148		3		false		 3   on a good streak ourselves.				false

		3842						LN		148		4		false		 4                   We also reported yesterday that area				false

		3843						LN		148		5		false		 5   household incomes in the Capital Region reached a record				false

		3844						LN		148		6		false		 6   high this past year, largely driven by an incredible				false

		3845						LN		148		7		false		 7   surge we've seen in manufacturing activity over the last				false

		3846						LN		148		8		false		 8   five or six years, and that is driving household income				false

		3847						LN		148		9		false		 9   at a rate faster than Louisiana, faster than our peer				false

		3848						LN		148		10		false		10   cities across the country in the last 10 years --				false

		3849						LN		148		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3850						LN		148		12		false		12                   Two minutes.				false

		3851						LN		148		13		false		13               MR. KNAPP:				false

		3852						LN		148		14		false		14                   -- and we're excited to see that				false

		3853						LN		148		15		false		15   contributing to a benefit that is spreading across our				false

		3854						LN		148		16		false		16   community.				false

		3855						LN		148		17		false		17                   Economic development is, of course, a				false

		3856						LN		148		18		false		18   complicated business, and our tax code is less				false

		3857						LN		148		19		false		19   attractive in many cases than other states, so the				false

		3858						LN		148		20		false		20   incentive tools that you provide through things like the				false

		3859						LN		148		21		false		21   ITE provide targeted strategies for how companies make				false

		3860						LN		148		22		false		22   corporate investment decisions, as you've heard, and it				false

		3861						LN		148		23		false		23   has benefited our community, not taking away from it, to				false

		3862						LN		148		24		false		24   have a very strong manufacturing base.				false

		3863						LN		148		25		false		25                   Industry, as you've heard, is paying				false

		3864						PG		149		0		false		page 149				false

		3865						LN		149		1		false		 1   two-thirds of the parish property taxes in our				false

		3866						LN		149		2		false		 2   community, and they're going to continue to be the fuel				false

		3867						LN		149		3		false		 3   in the tank of education funding because of ITEP,				false

		3868						LN		149		4		false		 4   because of ITEP is helping to attract manufacturing, and				false

		3869						LN		149		5		false		 5   we should do everything we can to continue to push				false

		3870						LN		149		6		false		 6   forward.				false

		3871						LN		149		7		false		 7                   We stand in support of the Exxon Mobil				false

		3872						LN		149		8		false		 8   applications today.  We are pleased to continue to				false

		3873						LN		149		9		false		 9   compete for economic development projects with Exxon.				false

		3874						LN		149		10		false		10   We continue to appreciate the support that this				false

		3875						LN		149		11		false		11   organization board has provided.				false

		3876						LN		149		12		false		12                   I would note that the last application				false

		3877						LN		149		13		false		13   you approved for the project, that polyolefin project				false

		3878						LN		149		14		false		14   that was spoken of, was approved at the local level				false

		3879						LN		149		15		false		15   unanimously by the school board, by the Metro Council				false

		3880						LN		149		16		false		16   and signed off on by the sheriff.  There is an enormous				false

		3881						LN		149		17		false		17   community support for Exxon Mobil and for manufacturing.				false

		3882						LN		149		18		false		18                   We appreciate your time in volunteering.				false

		3883						LN		149		19		false		19   Thank you.				false

		3884						LN		149		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3885						LN		149		21		false		21                   Thank you, Mr. Knapp.				false

		3886						LN		149		22		false		22                   That is all of the cards that I have.				false

		3887						LN		149		23		false		23   Again, is there anyone that would like to make a				false

		3888						LN		149		24		false		24   comment?				false

		3889						LN		149		25		false		25               (No response.)				false

		3890						PG		150		0		false		page 150				false

		3891						LN		150		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3892						LN		150		2		false		 2                   I always like to give everyone an				false

		3893						LN		150		3		false		 3   opportunity to speak.				false

		3894						LN		150		4		false		 4                   All right.  With that, all we have on				false

		3895						LN		150		5		false		 5   this one is three Exxons for consideration; correct, Ms.				false

		3896						LN		150		6		false		 6   Cheng?  Three?				false

		3897						LN		150		7		false		 7               MS. CHENG:				false

		3898						LN		150		8		false		 8                   Correct.  20161911, 20161914 and				false

		3899						LN		150		9		false		 9   20161915.				false

		3900						LN		150		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3901						LN		150		11		false		11                   All right.  With those, I believe				false

		3902						LN		150		12		false		12   Mr. Slone has made the motion to approve.  It has been				false

		3903						LN		150		13		false		13   seconded by Ms. Heather Malone.				false

		3904						LN		150		14		false		14                   Any further discussion or questions by				false

		3905						LN		150		15		false		15   any of the Board members?				false

		3906						LN		150		16		false		16               (No response.)				false

		3907						LN		150		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3908						LN		150		18		false		18                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		3909						LN		150		19		false		19               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		3910						LN		150		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3911						LN		150		21		false		21                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		3912						LN		150		22		false		22               (No response.)				false

		3913						LN		150		23		false		23               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3914						LN		150		24		false		24                   Motion carries.				false

		3915						LN		150		25		false		25                   Next on the agenda, we have 14				false

		3916						PG		151		0		false		page 151				false

		3917						LN		151		1		false		 1   post-Executive Order --				false

		3918						LN		151		2		false		 2               MS. CHENG:				false

		3919						LN		151		3		false		 3                   We just did that.				false

		3920						LN		151		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3921						LN		151		5		false		 5                   I'm sorry.				false

		3922						LN		151		6		false		 6               MS. CHENG:				false

		3923						LN		151		7		false		 7                   That's okay.  We have 111 --				false

		3924						LN		151		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3925						LN		151		9		false		 9                   We have 111 renewal applications, and in				false

		3926						LN		151		10		false		10   light of the video that was put out, I'd like for you to				false

		3927						LN		151		11		false		11   read each one of those individually.				false

		3928						LN		151		12		false		12               MS. CHENG:				false

		3929						LN		151		13		false		13                   Okay.				false

		3930						LN		151		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3931						LN		151		15		false		15                   So it is not perceived that we just				false

		3932						LN		151		16		false		16   rubber stamp these.  Unless there's an objection by any				false

		3933						LN		151		17		false		17   of the Board members.				false

		3934						LN		151		18		false		18               MS. CHENG:				false

		3935						LN		151		19		false		19                   20140276, American Advanced				false

		3936						LN		151		20		false		20   Technologies, LLC in Terrebonne Parish; 20121084, BASF				false

		3937						LN		151		21		false		21   Corporation in Concordia Parish; 20140332, Bancroft Bag,				false

		3938						LN		151		22		false		22   Inc. In Ouachita Parish; 20121271, Bell Helicopter				false

		3939						LN		151		23		false		23   Textron, Inc. in Lafayette Parish; 20140295, Bercen --				false

		3940						LN		151		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3941						LN		151		25		false		25                   I will entertain a motion to approve				false

		3942						PG		152		0		false		page 152				false

		3943						LN		152		1		false		 1   these in globo.				false

		3944						LN		152		2		false		 2                   Made by Mr. Slone; seconded by Mr. Jan				false

		3945						LN		152		3		false		 3   Moller.				false

		3946						LN		152		4		false		 4                   Is there any discussion from the public				false

		3947						LN		152		5		false		 5   concerning in globo passing of these renewals?				false

		3948						LN		152		6		false		 6               (No response.)				false

		3949						LN		152		7		false		 7               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3950						LN		152		8		false		 8                   Any comments or discussion from the				false

		3951						LN		152		9		false		 9   Board members?				false

		3952						LN		152		10		false		10               (No response.)				false

		3953						LN		152		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3954						LN		152		12		false		12                   Do we have a quorum?				false

		3955						LN		152		13		false		13               MR. CHABERT:				false

		3956						LN		152		14		false		14                   There are several members that are in				false

		3957						LN		152		15		false		15   need of a pause, but they're coming out.				false

		3958						LN		152		16		false		16               MS. CHENG:				false

		3959						LN		152		17		false		17                   I can keep reading until then if you				false

		3960						LN		152		18		false		18   want.				false

		3961						LN		152		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3962						LN		152		20		false		20                   I'm sorry.  There is a video screen in				false

		3963						LN		152		21		false		21   the break room with audio.  We have 13 now or 14.				false

		3964						LN		152		22		false		22                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		3965						LN		152		23		false		23               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		3966						LN		152		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3967						LN		152		25		false		25                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		3968						PG		153		0		false		page 153				false

		3969						LN		153		1		false		 1               (No response.)				false

		3970						LN		153		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3971						LN		153		3		false		 3                   The renewals are approved.				false

		3972						LN		153		4		false		 4                   We have one late renewal request.				false

		3973						LN		153		5		false		 5               MS. CHENG:				false

		3974						LN		153		6		false		 6                   Yep.  It's 20111226, PBF Holding				false

		3975						LN		153		7		false		 7   Company, LLC in St. Bernard Parish.  Their initial				false

		3976						LN		153		8		false		 8   contract expired 12/31/2017.  They requested their				false

		3977						LN		153		9		false		 9   renewal on 8/14/2018.				false

		3978						LN		153		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3979						LN		153		11		false		11                   Is there a representative here from PBF				false

		3980						LN		153		12		false		12   Holding Company?				false

		3981						LN		153		13		false		13                   Please step forward.  Can you tell us				false

		3982						LN		153		14		false		14   why you were late?				false

		3983						LN		153		15		false		15               MR. KORT:				false

		3984						LN		153		16		false		16                   First off, my name is Greg Kort.  I'm				false

		3985						LN		153		17		false		17   with Ryan, LLC.  Thank you for the chance to speak to				false

		3986						LN		153		18		false		18   you on this issue.				false

		3987						LN		153		19		false		19                   Reason for us being late on this is PBF				false

		3988						LN		153		20		false		20   had a transition in consulting in terms of who was				false

		3989						LN		153		21		false		21   handling their property taxes in Louisiana.  Prior				false

		3990						LN		153		22		false		22   consultant contract ended at the end of the year and				false

		3991						LN		153		23		false		23   ours picked up at the beginning of the year and we had				false

		3992						LN		153		24		false		24   basically a learning process of getting an understanding				false

		3993						LN		153		25		false		25   of what PBF all had.  And we kind of missed the boat on				false

		3994						PG		154		0		false		page 154				false

		3995						LN		154		1		false		 1   this, so we apologize.  And that's the reason for the				false

		3996						LN		154		2		false		 2   late application.				false

		3997						LN		154		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		3998						LN		154		4		false		 4                   So this due date was December 31st,				false

		3999						LN		154		5		false		 5   2017.  The renewal request date was 2018, 8/14 of 2018.				false

		4000						LN		154		6		false		 6   It's been our practice to reduce this by one year, and I				false

		4001						LN		154		7		false		 7   would entertain a motion for the same.				false

		4002						LN		154		8		false		 8                   Made by Ms. Malone; seconded by Mr.				false

		4003						LN		154		9		false		 9   Briggs.				false

		4004						LN		154		10		false		10                   Any discussion?				false

		4005						LN		154		11		false		11               (No response.)				false

		4006						LN		154		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4007						LN		154		13		false		13                   Do we have a quorum now?				false

		4008						LN		154		14		false		14                   Yes, we have a quorum.				false

		4009						LN		154		15		false		15                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		4010						LN		154		16		false		16               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		4011						LN		154		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4012						LN		154		18		false		18                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		4013						LN		154		19		false		19               (No response.)				false

		4014						LN		154		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4015						LN		154		21		false		21                   Motion carries.				false

		4016						LN		154		22		false		22                   Thank you, sir.				false

		4017						LN		154		23		false		23               MS. CHENG:				false

		4018						LN		154		24		false		24                   We have 74 changes of company name only				false

		4019						LN		154		25		false		25   contract amendments.				false

		4020						PG		155		0		false		page 155				false

		4021						LN		155		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4022						LN		155		2		false		 2                   Motion has been made to approve the 74				false

		4023						LN		155		3		false		 3   in globo as they apply to two entities, Columbian				false

		4024						LN		155		4		false		 4   Chemicals Company will be changed to Birla.				false

		4025						LN		155		5		false		 5               MS. CHENG:				false

		4026						LN		155		6		false		 6                   Birla Carbon U.S.A., Inc. in St. Mary				false

		4027						LN		155		7		false		 7   Parish and Graphic Packaging International, Inc. will be				false

		4028						LN		155		8		false		 8   changed to Graphic Packaging International, LLC in				false

		4029						LN		155		9		false		 9   Ouachita Parish.				false

		4030						LN		155		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4031						LN		155		11		false		11                   That's for all of the listed contracts				false

		4032						LN		155		12		false		12   as identified by number.				false

		4033						LN		155		13		false		13                   Motion has been made by Dr. Wilson to				false

		4034						LN		155		14		false		14   approve in globo; seconded by Ms. Malone.				false

		4035						LN		155		15		false		15                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		4036						LN		155		16		false		16               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		4037						LN		155		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4038						LN		155		18		false		18                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		4039						LN		155		19		false		19               (No response.)				false

		4040						LN		155		20		false		20               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4041						LN		155		21		false		21                   Motion carries.				false

		4042						LN		155		22		false		22               MS. CHENG:				false

		4043						LN		155		23		false		23                   We have one change in physical location				false

		4044						LN		155		24		false		24   contract amendment requests.				false

		4045						LN		155		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4046						PG		156		0		false		page 156				false

		4047						LN		156		1		false		 1                   Comments, please step outside.				false

		4048						LN		156		2		false		 2               MS. CHENG:				false

		4049						LN		156		3		false		 3                   Denbury Onshore, LLC, Contract 20150267				false

		4050						LN		156		4		false		 4   was previously located at 481 Highway 609, Delhi,				false

		4051						LN		156		5		false		 5   Louisiana 71235 in Richland Parish, and their new				false

		4052						LN		156		6		false		 6   location is 463 Highway 609, Delhi, Louisiana in				false

		4053						LN		156		7		false		 7   Richland Parish.				false

		4054						LN		156		8		false		 8                   I believe they didn't move.  It's a				false

		4055						LN		156		9		false		 9   change in address by the post office.				false

		4056						LN		156		10		false		10               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4057						LN		156		11		false		11                   All right.  Are there any questions				false

		4058						LN		156		12		false		12   concerning this, even though.				false

		4059						LN		156		13		false		13                   Motion has been made by Dr. Wilson to				false

		4060						LN		156		14		false		14   approve; seconded by Major Coleman.				false

		4061						LN		156		15		false		15                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye" --				false

		4062						LN		156		16		false		16   oh, I'm sorry.  Dr. Wilson has a question in addition.				false

		4063						LN		156		17		false		17               DR. S. WILSON:				false

		4064						LN		156		18		false		18                   Just to comment for a Senator Francis,				false

		4065						LN		156		19		false		19   we've had three projects that were all North Louisiana,				false

		4066						LN		156		20		false		20   and he was commenting the entire day of nothing being in				false

		4067						LN		156		21		false		21   North Louisiana.				false

		4068						LN		156		22		false		22               MR. THOMPSON:				false

		4069						LN		156		23		false		23                   I made the motion.				false

		4070						LN		156		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4071						LN		156		25		false		25                   All right.  Thank you, Dr. Wilson.				false

		4072						PG		157		0		false		page 157				false

		4073						LN		157		1		false		 1                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		4074						LN		157		2		false		 2               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		4075						LN		157		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4076						LN		157		4		false		 4                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		4077						LN		157		5		false		 5               (No response.)				false

		4078						LN		157		6		false		 6               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4079						LN		157		7		false		 7                   Motion carries.				false

		4080						LN		157		8		false		 8               MS. CHENG:				false

		4081						LN		157		9		false		 9                   We have one transfer of tax exemption				false

		4082						LN		157		10		false		10   contract:  Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,				false

		4083						LN		157		11		false		11   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20161014 is being				false

		4084						LN		157		12		false		12   transferred to South Atlantic, LLC in East Baton Rouge				false

		4085						LN		157		13		false		13   Parish.				false

		4086						LN		157		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4087						LN		157		15		false		15                   All right.  For the transfer of				false

		4088						LN		157		16		false		16   exemption contract, any comments from the public?				false

		4089						LN		157		17		false		17               (No response.)				false

		4090						LN		157		18		false		18               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4091						LN		157		19		false		19                   Motion from the Board?				false

		4092						LN		157		20		false		20                   Made by Mr. Briggs; seconded by Mayor				false

		4093						LN		157		21		false		21   Brasseaux.				false

		4094						LN		157		22		false		22                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		4095						LN		157		23		false		23               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		4096						LN		157		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4097						LN		157		25		false		25                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		4098						PG		158		0		false		page 158				false

		4099						LN		158		1		false		 1               (No response.)				false

		4100						LN		158		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4101						LN		158		3		false		 3                   Motion carries.				false

		4102						LN		158		4		false		 4               MS. CHENG:				false

		4103						LN		158		5		false		 5                   We actually have four -- that's				false

		4104						LN		158		6		false		 6   incorrect on the front cover page.  We have four partial				false

		4105						LN		158		7		false		 7   transfers -- or, no.  I'm sorry.  They're being				false

		4106						LN		158		8		false		 8   transferred to multiple companies.  That's why.  I				false

		4107						LN		158		9		false		 9   misspoke.  Sorry.				false

		4108						LN		158		10		false		10                   Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,				false

		4109						LN		158		11		false		11   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20100919, they're				false

		4110						LN		158		12		false		12   retaining $741,106.  South Atlantic, LLC is receiving				false

		4111						LN		158		13		false		13   $3,416,185 in assets and Natchez Management, LLC is				false

		4112						LN		158		14		false		14   receiving $5,281,298 in assets from that contract.				false

		4113						LN		158		15		false		15                   Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,				false

		4114						LN		158		16		false		16   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20190919-A is				false

		4115						LN		158		17		false		17   retaining $431,866 in assets in East Baton Rouge Parish				false

		4116						LN		158		18		false		18   and is transferring $25,571 to South Atlantic, LLC and				false

		4117						LN		158		19		false		19   Natchez Management, $31,101 to Natchez Management, LLC				false

		4118						LN		158		20		false		20   in East Baton Rouge Parish.				false

		4119						LN		158		21		false		21                   Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,				false

		4120						LN		158		22		false		22   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20140711 is retaining				false

		4121						LN		158		23		false		23   $71,273 in East Baton Rouge Parish, transferring $51,948				false

		4122						LN		158		24		false		24   in assets to South Atlantic, LLC and $68,237 in assets				false

		4123						LN		158		25		false		25   to Natchez Management, LLC both in East Baton Rouge				false

		4124						PG		159		0		false		page 159				false

		4125						LN		159		1		false		 1   Parish.				false

		4126						LN		159		2		false		 2               Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,				false

		4127						LN		159		3		false		 3   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20150736 is retaining				false

		4128						LN		159		4		false		 4   $8,046, transferring $92,553 to South Atlantic, LLC and				false

		4129						LN		159		5		false		 5   $78,091 to Natchez Management, LLC in East Baton Rouge				false

		4130						LN		159		6		false		 6   Parish.				false

		4131						LN		159		7		false		 7               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4132						LN		159		8		false		 8                   Thank you, Ms. Cheng.				false

		4133						LN		159		9		false		 9                   On the partial transfer of exemption				false

		4134						LN		159		10		false		10   contracts, any comments from the Board members?				false

		4135						LN		159		11		false		11               (No response.)				false

		4136						LN		159		12		false		12               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4137						LN		159		13		false		13                   From the public?				false

		4138						LN		159		14		false		14               (No response.)				false

		4139						LN		159		15		false		15               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4140						LN		159		16		false		16                   Questions or comment from the Board				false

		4141						LN		159		17		false		17   members?				false

		4142						LN		159		18		false		18               (No response.)				false

		4143						LN		159		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4144						LN		159		20		false		20                   Is there a motion to approve?				false

		4145						LN		159		21		false		21                   Made by Senator Francis Thompson;				false

		4146						LN		159		22		false		22   seconded by Mr. Briggs.				false

		4147						LN		159		23		false		23                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		4148						LN		159		24		false		24               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		4149						LN		159		25		false		25               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4150						PG		160		0		false		page 160				false

		4151						LN		160		1		false		 1                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		4152						LN		160		2		false		 2               (No response.)				false

		4153						LN		160		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4154						LN		160		4		false		 4                   Motion carries.				false

		4155						LN		160		5		false		 5                   Ms. Cheng.				false

		4156						LN		160		6		false		 6               MS. CHENG:				false

		4157						LN		160		7		false		 7                   I have 11 contract cancelation requests:				false

		4158						LN		160		8		false		 8   Deltech Corporation, Contracts 20090579, 20100090,				false

		4159						LN		160		9		false		 9   20110315, 20120527, 20130550, 20140481, 20141333,				false

		4160						LN		160		10		false		10   20150504 and 20160965, company requests cancelation, and				false

		4161						LN		160		11		false		11   they're located in East Baton Rouge Parish.				false

		4162						LN		160		12		false		12                   Dredging Supply Company, Inc., Contract				false

		4163						LN		160		13		false		13   20110831 in St. John the Baptist Parish, company				false

		4164						LN		160		14		false		14   requests cancelation.				false

		4165						LN		160		15		false		15                   And Groth Equipment Corporation, D/B/A,				false

		4166						LN		160		16		false		16   Groquip, Contract 20100619 in Ascension Parish, both				false

		4167						LN		160		17		false		17   companies request cancelation.				false

		4168						LN		160		18		false		18               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4169						LN		160		19		false		19                   All right.  All of these have been				false

		4170						LN		160		20		false		20   requested cancelation by the companies themselves.				false

		4171						LN		160		21		false		21                   Are there any comments from the public				false

		4172						LN		160		22		false		22   concerning the cancelation request of the companies?				false

		4173						LN		160		23		false		23               (No response.)				false

		4174						LN		160		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4175						LN		160		25		false		25                   Is there a motion?				false

		4176						PG		161		0		false		page 161				false

		4177						LN		161		1		false		 1                   The motion has been made by Senator				false

		4178						LN		161		2		false		 2   Thompson; seconded by Representative Devillier.				false

		4179						LN		161		3		false		 3                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		4180						LN		161		4		false		 4               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		4181						LN		161		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4182						LN		161		6		false		 6                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		4183						LN		161		7		false		 7               (No response.)				false

		4184						LN		161		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4185						LN		161		9		false		 9                   Motion carries.				false

		4186						LN		161		10		false		10               MS. CHENG:				false

		4187						LN		161		11		false		11                   I six special requests from Bradken in				false

		4188						LN		161		12		false		12   Tangipahoa Parish.  They request non-cancelation of				false

		4189						LN		161		13		false		13   their -- they are actually idled currently, but they're				false

		4190						LN		161		14		false		14   requesting to continue their ITEP contracts in the hopes				false

		4191						LN		161		15		false		15   of attracting a buyer.  They're working with locals to				false

		4192						LN		161		16		false		16   get a letter of support, but these are Contracts				false

		4193						LN		161		17		false		17   20100584, 20110612, 20120506, 20140515, 20150507, and				false

		4194						LN		161		18		false		18   20161009.				false

		4195						LN		161		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4196						LN		161		20		false		20                   All right.  Thank you.				false

		4197						LN		161		21		false		21                   Secretary Pierson.				false

		4198						LN		161		22		false		22               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		4199						LN		161		23		false		23                   Just some additional information.  The				false

		4200						LN		161		24		false		24   Parish Resident, Robbie Miller, would likely have to				false

		4201						LN		161		25		false		25   recuse himself from this vote.  He has not been able to				false

		4202						PG		162		0		false		page 162				false

		4203						LN		162		1		false		 1   stay here at the meeting and has had to depart.  His				false

		4204						LN		162		2		false		 2   request was to the Board that this be deferred to the				false

		4205						LN		162		3		false		 3   February meeting.				false

		4206						LN		162		4		false		 4               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4207						LN		162		5		false		 5                   Motion has been made by Mr. Slone to				false

		4208						LN		162		6		false		 6   defer the cancelations until the February meeting for				false

		4209						LN		162		7		false		 7   these ones related to Bradken.  There's a second by				false

		4210						LN		162		8		false		 8   Secretary Pierson.				false

		4211						LN		162		9		false		 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		4212						LN		162		10		false		10               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		4213						LN		162		11		false		11               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4214						LN		162		12		false		12                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		4215						LN		162		13		false		13               (No response.)				false

		4216						LN		162		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4217						LN		162		15		false		15                   Motion carries.				false

		4218						LN		162		16		false		16               MS. CHENG:				false

		4219						LN		162		17		false		17                   That concludes the Industrial Tax				false

		4220						LN		162		18		false		18   Exemption portion of the agenda.				false

		4221						LN		162		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4222						LN		162		20		false		20                   We have an appeal, I believe.				false

		4223						LN		162		21		false		21               MS. CHENG:				false

		4224						LN		162		22		false		22                   ITEP appeals are under Other Business.				false

		4225						LN		162		23		false		23   We do have one ITEP denial appeal, LED requests --				false

		4226						LN		162		24		false		24   received a request from Reliable EDM appealing the				false

		4227						LN		162		25		false		25   decision to deny their request for late renewal of tax				false

		4228						PG		163		0		false		page 163				false

		4229						LN		163		1		false		 1   exemption contract by the Board of Commerce and Industry				false

		4230						LN		163		2		false		 2   at the October 31st, 2018 meeting.				false

		4231						LN		163		3		false		 3               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4232						LN		163		4		false		 4                   Is there a representative from Reliable				false

		4233						LN		163		5		false		 5   EDM with us?				false

		4234						LN		163		6		false		 6                   Please step forward and identify				false

		4235						LN		163		7		false		 7   yourself, make your appeal.				false

		4236						LN		163		8		false		 8               Mr. SOMMER:				false

		4237						LN		163		9		false		 9                   Yes.  I'm John Sommer with Reliable EDM,				false

		4238						LN		163		10		false		10   and we're obviously not on par with these companies.  I				false

		4239						LN		163		11		false		11   had no idea this is this formal.  I was actually out of				false

		4240						LN		163		12		false		12   town and I was at a meeting and I didn't realize that it				false

		4241						LN		163		13		false		13   was this formal.  I apologize.  I was not able to make				false

		4242						LN		163		14		false		14   it to the meeting on the 31st.  I was in Denver.				false

		4243						LN		163		15		false		15                   So I'm asking is there any way that we				false

		4244						LN		163		16		false		16   could continue this contract that we had?				false

		4245						LN		163		17		false		17               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4246						LN		163		18		false		18                   All right.  The process is, I believe we				false

		4247						LN		163		19		false		19   have to have a motion to --				false

		4248						LN		163		20		false		20               MS. CHENG:				false

		4249						LN		163		21		false		21                   Approve the appeal.				false

		4250						LN		163		22		false		22               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4251						LN		163		23		false		23                   -- approve the appeal, and then we'll				false

		4252						LN		163		24		false		24   vote on --				false

		4253						LN		163		25		false		25               MS. CHENG:				false

		4254						PG		164		0		false		page 164				false

		4255						LN		164		1		false		 1                   Reconsider.				false

		4256						LN		164		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4257						LN		164		3		false		 3                   -- the consequences, reconsideration.				false

		4258						LN		164		4		false		 4                   So is there a motion to approve the				false

		4259						LN		164		5		false		 5   request for appeal?				false

		4260						LN		164		6		false		 6                   Made by Mr. Briggs.				false

		4261						LN		164		7		false		 7                   Is there a second?				false

		4262						LN		164		8		false		 8                   Made by Mr. Manny Fajardo.  I'll get it				false

		4263						LN		164		9		false		 9   right one day.				false

		4264						LN		164		10		false		10                   Is there any discussion by any of the				false

		4265						LN		164		11		false		11   Board members to approve the request for the appeal?				false

		4266						LN		164		12		false		12               (No response.)				false

		4267						LN		164		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4268						LN		164		14		false		14                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		4269						LN		164		15		false		15               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		4270						LN		164		16		false		16               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4271						LN		164		17		false		17                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		4272						LN		164		18		false		18               (No response.)				false

		4273						LN		164		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4274						LN		164		20		false		20                   Motion carries.				false

		4275						LN		164		21		false		21                   All right.  So on here, you were due to				false

		4276						LN		164		22		false		22   be in on December 31st of 2017.  You were late by eight				false

		4277						LN		164		23		false		23   months.  The practice has been to reduce your exemption				false

		4278						LN		164		24		false		24   by one year for that.				false

		4279						LN		164		25		false		25               MR. SOMMER:				false

		4280						PG		165		0		false		page 165				false

		4281						LN		165		1		false		 1                   Okay.				false

		4282						LN		165		2		false		 2               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4283						LN		165		3		false		 3                   So is there a motion to do just that,				false

		4284						LN		165		4		false		 4   reduce it to a four-year contract?				false

		4285						LN		165		5		false		 5                   Motion has been made by Major Coleman;				false

		4286						LN		165		6		false		 6   seconded by Ms. Baker.				false

		4287						LN		165		7		false		 7                   Any further discussion?				false

		4288						LN		165		8		false		 8               (No response.)				false

		4289						LN		165		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4290						LN		165		10		false		10                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."				false

		4291						LN		165		11		false		11                   Mr. Slone.				false

		4292						LN		165		12		false		12               MR. SLONE:				false

		4293						LN		165		13		false		13                   Okay.  I was just curious, is this the				false

		4294						LN		165		14		false		14   one from our meeting where there was no representative				false

		4295						LN		165		15		false		15   present and we thought that maybe based on the magnitude				false

		4296						LN		165		16		false		16   of what's was going on that someone should have been				false

		4297						LN		165		17		false		17   here?  I'm just curious if this was the same one.  I'd				false

		4298						LN		165		18		false		18   have to go back to my last meeting notes.				false

		4299						LN		165		19		false		19               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4300						LN		165		20		false		20                   I don't believe so.  This was one where				false

		4301						LN		165		21		false		21   there was no representative.  The one that I -- I have a				false

		4302						LN		165		22		false		22   different question about, but I don't think so because				false

		4303						LN		165		23		false		23   this investment was $298,000.				false

		4304						LN		165		24		false		24               MR. SLONE:				false

		4305						LN		165		25		false		25                   Okay.				false

		4306						PG		166		0		false		page 166				false

		4307						LN		166		1		false		 1               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4308						LN		166		2		false		 2                   The exemption is $2,700 a year.				false

		4309						LN		166		3		false		 3               MR. SLONE:				false

		4310						LN		166		4		false		 4                   Okay.				false

		4311						LN		166		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4312						LN		166		6		false		 6                   All right.  Any further questions?				false

		4313						LN		166		7		false		 7               (No response.)				false

		4314						LN		166		8		false		 8               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4315						LN		166		9		false		 9                   Secretary Pierson.				false

		4316						LN		166		10		false		10               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		4317						LN		166		11		false		11                   I'll make my remarks very quickly as the				false

		4318						LN		166		12		false		12   hour grows late, and I know that --				false

		4319						LN		166		13		false		13               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4320						LN		166		14		false		14                   I'm sorry.  I thought you had a comment.				false

		4321						LN		166		15		false		15   Hold on.				false

		4322						LN		166		16		false		16                   All right.  So all in favor, indicate				false

		4323						LN		166		17		false		17   with an "aye" to reduce it by one year, so it's a				false

		4324						LN		166		18		false		18   four-year renewal contract.  All in favor, indicate with				false

		4325						LN		166		19		false		19   an "aye."				false

		4326						LN		166		20		false		20               (Several members respond "aye.")				false

		4327						LN		166		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4328						LN		166		22		false		22                   All opposed with a "nay."				false

		4329						LN		166		23		false		23               (No response.)				false

		4330						LN		166		24		false		24               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4331						LN		166		25		false		25                   Motion carried.  Thank you.				false

		4332						PG		167		0		false		page 167				false

		4333						LN		167		1		false		 1                   All right.  So what happened to				false

		4334						LN		167		2		false		 2   Cocentric?  Did the gentleman not make it?				false

		4335						LN		167		3		false		 3               MS. CHENG:				false

		4336						LN		167		4		false		 4                   No.  His renewal was timely.				false

		4337						LN		167		5		false		 5               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4338						LN		167		6		false		 6                   It was just an oversight?				false

		4339						LN		167		7		false		 7               MS. CHENG:				false

		4340						LN		167		8		false		 8                   Yeah.				false

		4341						LN		167		9		false		 9               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4342						LN		167		10		false		10                   That was the gentleman that I told that				false

		4343						LN		167		11		false		11   he did not have to come back?				false

		4344						LN		167		12		false		12               MS. CHENG:				false

		4345						LN		167		13		false		13                   That's correct.				false

		4346						LN		167		14		false		14               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4347						LN		167		15		false		15                   All right.  I just want to make sure				false

		4348						LN		167		16		false		16   that we all know that I was trying to be nice.				false

		4349						LN		167		17		false		17                   All right.  Secretary -- that's all the				false

		4350						LN		167		18		false		18   exemptions, special requests and everything?				false

		4351						LN		167		19		false		19               MS. CHENG:				false

		4352						LN		167		20		false		20                   Yes.				false

		4353						LN		167		21		false		21               MR. WINDHAM:				false

		4354						LN		167		22		false		22                   Secretary Pierson, comments to the Board				false

		4355						LN		167		23		false		23   and to the public.				false

		4356						LN		167		24		false		24               SECRETARY PIERSON:				false

		4357						LN		167		25		false		25                   Again, I'd like to thank all of the				false

		4358						PG		168		0		false		page 168				false

		4359						LN		168		1		false		 1   Board members for their participation in this important				false

		4360						LN		168		2		false		 2   process today.  We had a lot of very good discussion.				false

		4361						LN		168		3		false		 3   We think that it's very appropriate for the public to				false

		4362						LN		168		4		false		 4   have input with the elected officials to make the				false

		4363						LN		168		5		false		 5   decisions at the local level, which is what this Board				false

		4364						LN		168		6		false		 6   now provides through the new rules established through				false

		4365						LN		168		7		false		 7   the leadership of Governor John Bel Edwards.  We have				false

		4366						LN		168		8		false		 8   accountability, we have a local voice in the process and				false

		4367						LN		168		9		false		 9   what we're seeing here is simply that action taking				false

		4368						LN		168		10		false		10   place.  And with that, we've also seen unanimous support				false

		4369						LN		168		11		false		11   for proposed expanding industries in our state, and				false

		4370						LN		168		12		false		12   hopefully this message resonates and allows us to				false

		4371						LN		168		13		false		13   continue to recruit new jobs, new investment in our				false

		4372						LN		168		14		false		14   state, grow the pie and completely agree with the				false

		4373						LN		168		15		false		15   support for education, and we know that's a priority to				false

		4374						LN		168		16		false		16   the Governor as well.				false

		4375						LN		168		17		false		17                   I get concerned about some of the				false

		4376						LN		168		18		false		18   figures that I read in the paper when there are				false

		4377						LN		168		19		false		19   estimates about what a tax exemption might be, when				false

		4378						LN		168		20		false		20   those are exaggerated and divided by numbers and come up				false

		4379						LN		168		21		false		21   with a sort of a meaningless quote that alarms many				false

		4380						LN		168		22		false		22   people, citizens, business organizations and				false

		4381						LN		168		23		false		23   corporations, appropriately alarms them.  But just as we				false

		4382						LN		168		24		false		24   talked about 1,280 jobs for Exxon and their project with				false

		4383						LN		168		25		false		25   a realization that actually there's a number of				false

		4384						PG		169		0		false		page 169				false

		4385						LN		169		1		false		 1   contractors that augment that to a number that exceeds				false
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December 14, 2018
LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

Page 3
1 1 MR WNDHAM
2 2 Good norning, everyone. 1'd like to
3 3 call to order the neeting for the Decenber 14th Board of
4 4 Comerce and Industry. It is 9:02.
5 5 Just a few opening coments. |'d like
6 MEETI NG M NUTES FOR 6 to wel cone everyone to the neeting and say Happy
7 THE BOARD OF COMMERCE AND | NDUSTRY 7 Hlidays to all of you.
8 HELD AT 8 For the new visitors who are here and
9 STATE CAPI TOL BU LDI NG 9 the overflowroom | just want to give you an overview
10 900 NORTH 3RD STREET 10 of who we are because you may have never been to one of
11 COW TTEE ROOM 5 11 these neetings -- who we are, what we do, you nay have
12 BATON ROUGE, LQUI SI ANA 12 never been to these neetings.
13 ON THE 14TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2018 13 \¢ are the Board of Conmerce and
14 COWENCI NG AT 9:01 A M 14 Industry. V¢ re made up of 24 nenbers from comunities
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and entities across the state. Part of our charge is to
deternmne an applicant's conpliance with the laws and
rules for a variety of programs. | believe we hear four
different prograns, maybe five different prograns at
this meeting, the economc devel opment incentive
programs. Fromthere we nake reconmendation, and in the
case of the | TEP especially, to the Gvernor on whet her
or not a contract should be entered into between the
state and the applicant conpany.

(nce that determination is nade, we, by
staff -- via staff, forward the approved Industrial Tax
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Page 2 Page 4

1 Appearances of Board Menbers Present: 1 Exenption applications to the specific local bodies for
2 Tanita G | bert - Baker . . . .

Mayor G enn Brasseaux 2 their consideration of approval or disapproval .
3 Don Briggs - . .

Senator Norby Chabert 3 Ve aFimnl ster ina .un|for.mnanner. .Vé
4 Major Col eman 4 ensure that the required docunentation which establishes

Representative Phillip Devillier L . s
5 Rickey Fabra ' 5 accountability is present and certified through the

Manuel "Manny" Fajardo 6 approval of the documents that these entities represent
6 Representative Paul Hollis L . L

Jerald Jones 7 apositive and commnity -- a positive state and
7 Heat her Mal one i e i

Charles R "Robby" M1 er 8 comunity economc inpact for those communities that so
8 Jan K. Moller 9 choose to adopt them

Secretary Don Pierson

9 Rommie S one 10 The step this Board is charged with is
o B?bb)éhw I l\/\?lms ere ) 11 to deternine if an application qualifies for a program
Dr . W,ﬁg‘,“ow WSFQ'OH stanee 12 as provided for by the Gonstitution, the laws, the rules
11 St eve W ndham i i
12 Staff menbers present: 13 and Executive Ode.rs that govern the res.pefztlvg .
13 Samantha Booker 14 prograns. |f applicants meet these qualifications, it's
14 lflmsfgz’%ﬁgh; 15 the responsibility of the Board to forvard the
Frank Faval oro 16 application to the local authorities.
15 Eﬁﬂgf‘ﬁgﬁze 17 So as you step forward with thoughts or
16  Becky Lanbert 18 comments, that you exercise your rights as a citizen of
Mandi M tchel | . . .
17 Joyce Metoyer 19 Louisiana as well as the Lhited Sates of Anerica, we're
Debor ah Si mons o
18 Anne Villa 20 not here to debate the policies, though. So keep that
Daria Vinning 21 innind. Say onpoint. Each one of the respondents or
19 . . .
20 22 speakers will be given two to three ninutes of free
g; 23 speech, but understand there's no need to repeat what
23 24 has previously been said. |f you can keep it concise
o 25 and to the point and not repeat -- | have a gavel. If
T Baton Rouge, LA
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LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Pages 5..8
Page 5 Page 7
1 you can keep it concise and to the point and not repeat 1 MR JONES:
2 what has been previously expressed. 2 Here.
3 This Board is here to adnminister the 3 M. S MMNS:
4 Economc Devel opment progranms as provided by |aw 4 Heat her Mal one.
5 They've been through the |egal due process to adhere to 5 MB. MALONE:
6 therules to govern the programs. Your voice of concern | 6 Here.
7 shoul d speak to whether a conmpany is or not in 7 MB. S MONS:
8 conpliance with the laws or G8 Board rules. 8 Senator Francis Thonas.
9 So those are just ny opening comments. 9 MR THOWPSON
10 Wth that, we'll nove torollcall, M. S mons. 10 Here.  Thonpson.
11 M. S MMNS: 11 M. S MMNS:
12 Dr. Shawn WI son. 12 ["msorry. Thonson.
13 DR S WLSCN 13 MR THOWPSON
14 Here. 14 That's all right. If M. Chairman can
15 MB. S MONS: 15 repeat what | didn't hear when | canme in four seconds
16 Desi gnee Don Briggs. 16 late.
17 MR BRGS 17 M. S MMNS:
18 Here. 18 Charles Mller.
19 M. S MMNS: 19 MR MLLER
20 Representative Phillip Devillier. 20 Here.
21 MR DEVILLIER 21 M. S MMNS:
22 Here. 22 Jan Ml ler.
23 M. S MMNS: 23 MR MLLER
24 Tanita Baker. 24 Here.
25 M5 BAKER 25 M. S MMNS:
Page 6 Page 8
1 Here. 1 Senator Norby Chabert.
2 M. IMONS 2 MR CHABERT:
3 Mayor @ enn Brasseaux. 3 Very good. Yes, | amhere. Thisis
4 MAYCR BRASSEAUX: 4 only her second meeting, y'all, so she's gettingit.
5 Here. 5 M5 S MMNS:
6 M SMWNS 6 Secretary Don Pierson.
7 Representative Paul Hollis. 7 SECRETARY Pl ERSON
8§ M HLUS 8 Present.
9 Here. 9 M5 S MMNS:
10 M. SMMNS 10 Scott Richard.
11 Yvette Qola. 11 (No response.)
12 (No response.) 12 M5 S MMNS:
13 M SWNS 13 Darrell Saizan.
14 Mj or Col eman. 14 (No response.)
15  MJUCR COLEMAN 15 M5 SIMVONS:
16 Here. 16 Dani el Shexnaydre.
17 M. SIMINS, 17 (No response.)
18 R cky Fabra. 18 M5 S MMNS:
19 M FABRA 19 Ronni e Sl one.
20 Here. 20 M SLOE
21 M5 SMONS 21 Here.
22 Manuel Faj ar do. 22 M5 S MMNS:
23 (No response.) 23 Bobby WI1ians.
24 M5 SIMNS 24 MR WLLI AVE:
25 Jeral d Jones. 25 Here.
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Page 9 Page 11
1 MB. S MONS: 1 are specifically, but 1'd like to know-- it's been a
2 Seve Wndham 2 lot of conversation about the largest tax rebates are
3 MR WNDHAM 3 forgiveness. |'dliketo knowall of the details as you
4 Here. 4 go through, specifically on how nuch it cost and how
5 MB. S MONS: 5 much there are | eft for parishes or cities or
6 And Dr. WIison. 6 comunities to benefit from
7 (No response.) 7 Now, | knowthis one is not as specific,
8 MB. S MONS: 8 but as you go through them |'mjust telling those so |
9 V¢ have a quorum 9 won't have to ask that question 10 tines.
10 MR WNDHAM 10 M5 BOKER
11 Thank you, Ms. S mmons. 11 kay.
12 |"msure everyone has had a chance to 12 MR THOWPSON
13 read the mnutes fromthe last neeting. Is there a 13 Thank you.
14  notion to approve? 14 MS. BOKER
15 Made by Dr. WIson; seconded by 15 Thank you.
16 M. Sone 16 MR THOWPSON
17 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye." 17 And |'msure Commerce & I ndustry
18 (Several menbers respond "aye.") 18 officials will make coments onit.
19 MR WNDHAM 19 M5 BOKER
20 Al opposed with a "nay." 20 kay.
21 (No response.) 21 MR THOWPSON
22 MR WNDHAM 22 Thank you.
23 Motion carries. 23 MR WNDHAM
24 M. Samantha Booker will be presenting 24 Thank you, Senator.
25 the Quality Jobs Program 25 Are there any comments fromthe audi ence
Page 10 Page 12
1 This is your first presentation; right? 1 or guests?
2 MB. BOKER 2 (No response.)
3 It is. 3 MR WNDHAM
4 MR WNDHAM 4 Al right. The motion has been nade by
5 Al right. Everyone be nice. 5 President MIler to approve. Is there a second?
6 M. BOKER 6 Seconded by Myjor Col enan.
7 Good morning. | have one new QJ 7 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye."
8 application: Application Nunber 20161808, Juni per 8 (Several menbers respond "aye.")
9 Specialty Products, LLCin Calcasieu Parish. 9 MR WNDHAM
10 And that concludes the Quality Jobs 10 Al opposed with a "nay."
11 applications. 11 (No response.)
12 M WNHAM 12 M WNHAM
13 Al right. And to note on here, there 13 Motion carries.
14 s $140-nillion worth of investnent, 13 new permanent 14 MS. BOXER
15 jobs, 250 construction jobs. 15 | have three Quality Jobs Renewals:
16 Are there any questions fromthe Board 16 CQontract 1D 20140144, Gavios A umnumBoats, LLCin .
17 menbers concerning the application for Juniper Specialty |17 Mry Parish; 20131171, NG Energy (perating, LLCin East
18  Products? 18 Feliciana Parish; 20131124, Reagent Chemcal & Research,
19 (No response.) 19 Inc., Ascension Parish.
20 MR WNDHAM 20 And that concludes the Quality Jobs
21 Senat or  Thonpson. 21 Renewal s.
22 MR THOWPSON 22 M WNHAM
23 | would ask that as you go through 23 Thank you, M. Booker.
24 these, |'d like to know-- we're not debating, as the 24 Are there any comments fromthe public
25 acting Chairman said, we're not debating what the issues |25 concerning the renewals for the Quality Jobs Progran?
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Page 13 Page 15
1 (No response.) 1 MB.  LAMVBERT:
2 MR WNDHAM 2 Good norning.  Restoration Tax Abatenent
3 Questions or coments fromany of the 3 programhas one new application to present for Project
4 Board nenbers? 4 1D 20161678, 2700 Bohn Mtor, LLCin Oleans Parish for
5 (No response.) 5 aninvestment of $9,480,000, 45 new permanent jobs and
6 MR WNDHAM 6 30 construction jobs.
7 Motion to approve made by M. S one; 7 Thi s concl udes the application.
8 seconded by Mayor Brasseaux. 8 MR WNDHAM
9 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye." 9 Al right. Are there any questions from
10 (Several menbers respond "aye.") 10 the public concerning Restoration Tax Abatenent Program
11 MR WNDHAM 11 application?
12 Al opposed with a "nay." 12 (No response.)
13 (No response.) 13 MR WNDHAM
14 MR WNDHAM 14 Questions fromthe Board?
15 Motion carries. 15 (No response.)
16 M5 BOKER 16 MR WNDHAM
17 | have two special requests. First 17 I's there a motion to approve?
18 request to add an affiliate or LLC menbers to Schedule 1 | 18 Made by Mgjor Col eman; seconded by Jan
19 of the followng contract: Gontract 2015049, TQ 19  Miller.
20 Packaging, LLCrequests to add TO Plastics, LLC Avar |20 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye."
21 Properties 1, LLG France Road Parkway Properties, LLG 21 (Several menbers respond "aye.")
22 Transportation Gonsultants, Inc. in Qleans Parish. 22 MR WNDHAM
23 | also have one transfer of ownership: 23 Al opposed with a "nay."
24 Qontract 1D 20130822, from Boi se Packaging Newsprint, 24 (No response.)
25 LLC a whol |y owned subsidiary of Packaging Corporation |25 MR WNDHAM
Page 14 Page 16
1 of Anmerica to Packaging Corporation of Arerica in 1 Motion carries.
2 Beauregard Parish. 2 MB.  LAVBERT:
3 And that concludes the specials. 3 Thank you.
4 M WNHAM 4 M WNHAM
5 Thank you, M. Booker. 5 Next we have the Enterprise Zone Program
6 Are there any comments fromthe audience | 6 presented by Joyce Metoyer.
7 concerning the change of affiliate or full transfer of 7 M5 METOYER
8  ownershi p? 8 Good morning. | have five new
9 (No response.) 9 applications: 20160039, Benny's Car Wésh, LLC East
10 MR WNDHAM 10 Baton Rouge Parish; 20141316, Peter and Paul M, LLG
11 I's there any questions fromthe Board? 11 Qleans Parish; 20180100, Randol ph MGornick Realty,
12 (No response.) 12 Incorporated, . Landry Parish; 20160703, SB Nola
13 MR WNDHAM 13 Subtenant, LLC Qleans Parish; and 20150153, WIlla
14 Mtion to approve nade by Dr. WIson; 14 Jean, LLG Qleans Parish.
15  seconded by Senator Thonpson. 15 MR WNDHAM
16 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye." 16 And can you run through the total s real
17 (Several menbers respond "aye.") 17 quick on those?
18 MR WNDHAM 18 M5, METOYER
19 Al opposed with a "nay." 19 The invest nent ?
20 (No response.) 20 MR WNDHAM
21 MR WNDHAM 21 Yes, the investment and the tax break.
22 Motion carries. 22 MB. METOYER
23 Thank you, M. Booker. @od job. 23 Ckay. For Benny's Car Vésh, the
24 Next we have Restoration Tax Abatenent 24 investrent --
25 Programpresented by M. Becky |anbert. 25 MR WNDHAM

T

ToRRES REPORTING 85 ASSOCIATES, .

COURT REPORTING & LITIGATION SERVICES
www.torresreporting.com
1.866.982.6878 Toll Free

Baton Rouge, LA
225.751.0732
225.752.7308 FAX

New Orleans, LA
504.392.4791
504.392.4852 FAX



http://www.torresreporting.com/



December 14, 2018

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Pages 17..20
Page 17 Page 19
1 Just intotal. 1 dateis My 15 of 2018. The programrequirenents were
2 M. METOYER 2 et and no additional jobs were anticipated; the next
3 Ch, the total. |'msorry. 3 one is 20140988, |sidore Newnan School in Ol eans
4 The total investrment is $58, 383,398 for 4 Parish. The existing contract period is July 15 of 2014
5 total investnent, and the total ITC Investnent Tax 5 toJuly 14 of 2019. The requested termnation date is
6 Qedit, is $875,735. 6 March 15 of 2017. The programrequirenents have been
7 MR WNDHAM 7 net, no additional jobs are anticipated; 20120015, Tw n
8 Thank you, Ms. Metoyer. 8 Brothers Mrine, LLC S. Mary Parish. The existing
9 MR THOWPSON 9 contract period March 27 of 2012 to March 26 of 2017.
10 The nunber of permanent jobs? 10 The requested termdate i s Septenber 26th of 2014. The
11 M. METOYER 11 programrequirenents have been net, no additional jobs
12 Yes, sir, these are all pernmanent jobs. 12 are anticipated;, 20140151, International Paper,
13 MR THOWPSON 13 Veéshington Parish. The existing contract period is
14 Wiat's the estinated nunber of permanent | 14 February 1 of 2014 to January 31 of 2019. The requested
15 jobs? (ne-hundred sonet hing. 15 termdate is July 31 of 2016, and the program
16 M. METOYER 16 requirements have been net, no additional jobs are
17 161 new j obs. 17 anticipated; 20120850, Associated Ternminal of S.
18 MR THOWPSON 18 Bernard, LLC &. Bernard Parish. The existing contract
19 Yes. And the total is 58-nillion 19 period is Novenber 1, 2013 to Cctober 31 of 2018. The
20 investrent; right? 20 requested termdate is April 30 of 2016. The reason for
21 M. METOYER 21 termnation -- |'msorry. Programrequirenents have
22 Yes, sir. 22 been net, no additional jobs are anticipated; 20141196,
23 MR THOWPSON 23 500 Laurel Devel opnent, LLC East Baton Rouge Parish.
24 Ckay. Thank you. 24 The existing contract period is June 15 of 2015 to June
25 M. METOYER 25 14 of 2020. The requested termdate is March 31 of
Page 18 Page 20
1 You' re el cone. 1 2017. The programrequirenents have been net, no
2 MR WNDHAM 2 additional jobs are anticipated; 20130935 Corporate 737
3 Al right. Any conments fromthe public | 3 Hotels, LLC Terrebonne Parish. The existing contract
4 concerning the Enterprise Zone Programapplications, the | 4 periodis June 17 of 2013 to June 16 of 2018. The
5  new ones? 5 requested termdate is June 16 of 2016. The program
6 (No response.) 6 requirenents have been met, no additional jobs are
7 MR WNDHAM 7 anticipated; 20140182, B&G Food Enterprises, LLG
8 Questions or conments fromthe Board? 8 Lafourche Parish, February 10 of 2014 to February 9 of
9 (No response.) 9 2019. The requested termdate is August 9 of 2016, and
10 MR WNDHAM 10 the programrequirements have been net, no additional
11 "Il entertain a notion to approve. 11 jobs are anticipated; 20140456, Enlink M dstream
12 Made by Myjor Col eman; seconded by M. 12 (perating, LP, Acadia Parish, Cctober 1, 2014 to
13 Ml one. 13 Septenber 30, 2019 is the existing contract period. The
14 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye." 14 requested ternination date is Mrch 31, 2017. The
15 (Several menbers respond "aye.") 15 programrequi renents have been net and no additional
16 MR WNDHAM 16 jobs are anticipated; 20131410, Super Hospitality Mster
17 Al opposed with a "nay." 17 Tenant, LLC East Baton Rouge Parish. The existing
18 (No response.) 18 contract is January 1, 2014 to 12/31/2018. The
19 MR WNDHAM 19 requested termdates i s Decenber 31, 2016. The program
20 Motion carries. 20 requirenents have been nmet, no additional jobs are
21 Contract termnations. 21 anticipated;, 20120870, Exxon Mbil Corp., East Baton
22 MB. METOYER 22 Rouge Parish. The existing project periodis My 1 of
23 Ckay. 20150026, AJ Pontchartrain 23 2013 to April 30 of 2018. The requested termdate is
24 Enployer, LLC Qleans parish. The existing contract is |24 10/31 of 2015. The programrequirenents have been net,
25 My 1of "15to April 30 of 2020. The requested term 25 no additional jobs are anticipated;, and 20110959,
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1 C(halnette Refining, LLG . Bernard Parish, and the 1 Board?
2 contract period is My 1 of '13 to April 30 of 2018. 2 (No response.)
3 The requested termdate is Cctober 31 of 2015, and the 3 MR WNDHAM
4 programrequirements have been net, no additional jobs 4 I's there a motion to approve?
5 are anticipated. 5 Made by Myjor Col eman; seconded by M.
6 MR WNDHAM 6 la
7 Thank you, Ms. Metoyer. 7 M. BAKER
8 Are there any comments fromthe public 8 Baker.
9 concerning any of the cancel ations? 9 MR WNDHAM
10 M. METOYER 10 ["msorry. M. Baker.
11 Termnati ons. 11 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye."
12 MR WNDHAM 12 (Several menbers respond "aye.")
13 Terminations. |'msorry. Ternmnations. |13 MR WNDHAM
14 Any questions fromthe Board? 14 Al opposed with a "nay."
15 (No response.) 15 (No response.)
16 MR WNDHAM 16 MR WNDHAM
17 Motion has been made by Senator Thonpson | 17 Motion carries.
18 to accept the termnations; seconded by Fajardo. 18 MB. CGHENG
19 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye." 19 | have three post-Executive Order 2017
20 (Several menbers respond "aye.") 20 Rule application, but Syrah Technol ogies, LLCin
21 MR WNDHAM 21  (Qoncordia Parish has asked to defer to the February 2019
22 Al opposed with a "nay." 22 neeting.
23 (No response.) 23 MR WNDHAM
24 MR WNDHAM 24 I's there a motion to accept the request
25 Motion carries. 25 for deferral ?
Page 22 Page 24
1 Al right. Thank you, M. Metoyer. 1 Made by Jerry Jones; seconded by
2 Next we have the Industrial Tax 2 M. Sone.
3 Exenption Programpresented By M. Cheng. 3 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye."
4 MB. GHENG 4 (Several menbers respond "aye.")
5 Good norning. | have five pre-Executive | 5 MR WNDHAM
6 Qder new applications: 20160715, QustomMetal Vérks in | 6 Al opposed with a "nay."
7 East Baton Rouge Parish; 20140273-A Pod Pack 7 (No response.)
8 International, LLC East Baton Rouge Parish; 20141578-A 8 MR WNDHAM
9 Shell Chemcal Conpany, LPin &. Charles Parish; 9 Motion carries.
10 20151279-A Wéstlake Vinyls Gonpany, LP in Ascension 10 These two applications.
11 Parish; and 20160666, Véstlake Vinyls Conpany, LPin 11 Ms. GHENG
12 Ascension Parish. Total investnent of $54,953,90, 12 12 These two applications have received
13 newjobs and 181 construction jobs. 13 their local endorsenents prior to comng to the Board:
14 MR WNDHAM 14 20161566, Driftwood, LNGin Cal casieu Parish, and
15 The tax relief fromthe first year of 15 20160187, HR NJ Blu Energy, LLCin Vést Baton Rouge
16 exenption? 16  Parish for a total investment of $15, 946,603,365 with
17 Ms. GHENG 17 380 new jobs and 6,530 construction jobs. The estinated
18 The estimated tax relief is $853,904. 18 first year of tax relief is $284,409, 410.
19 MR WNDHAM 19 MR WNDHAM
20 Al right. Are there any questions or 20 Are there any comments fromthe public
21 any comments fromthe public concerning these 21 concerning these two applications?
22 applications? 22 P ease step forward and identify
23 (No response.) 23 yoursel f.
24 M WNHAM 24 MR BAERT:
25 Any questions or comments fromthe 25 | have sone material to hand out.
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1 MR WNDHAM 1 “shall post a copy -- or post a copy of the business'
2 You can give it to staff | believe. Qur 2 witten request to the parish governing authority,
3 staff. 3 school board and nunicipality for the required
4 MR BAGERT: 4 resolutions and the business' witten request to the
5 " mBroderick Bagert with Toget her 5 sheriff for the required letter onits website no later
6 Louisiana, and two residents from Cal casieu Parish will 6 than three business days after the receipt of the
7 hopefully be joining ne after they pass out these 7 request."
8 packets. 8 Now, there was, subsequent to this, an
9 This is or appears to be the |argest 9 interpretation by M. House that this is not what it
10 public subsidy by Iocal governnents in the history of 10 appears to be, that it wasn't your intent to actually
11 the country. There are two sides to that. That also 11 have the public knowwhat's going on, that this only
12 neans it's a gigantic project with enormous positive 12 becanme relevant if there was a witten request to start
13 potential. It's, if not the largest, close to the 13 120-day period.
14 largest capital investment in the history of the country | 14 (n the backside of this page is the
15 as well, and Southwest Louisiana is strategically 15 transcript of the deliberation that happened on February
16 positioned to benefit in an extraordinary way fromthe 16 21st, 2017, and it says what many of you knowto be the
17 changes in the liquid natural gas exporting narket. 17 case, that the intent of this is what it looks like it
18 It also neans that it isarealy big 18 was, to nake sure that people know an inportant decision
19 decision, and it ought to happen in an appropriate vay. 19 is going on before that decisionis made. This was not
20 Sone things that have happened are not appropriate, and |20 adhered to in this case. There was no posting of the
21 we'd like to describe why there's concern in Calcasieu 21 application. There was no notice provided that the
22 Parish and request a deferral until the next neeting. 22 deliberation process had started.
23 No one we' ve talked to was against this |23 Next, the local taxing bodies -- and
24 project. Mst people we've talked to aren't against an |24 this is onthem not on ne -- have set up a conmittee of
25 exenption for this project. They do want to be informed |25 a formal representative of the taxing bodies that meets
Page 26 Page 28
1 about it before the decisions of their elected officials | 1 inviolation of public neeting laws. It is -- doesn't
2 are nade. 2 provide public notice, it bars public input, and it is
3 There's three docunents that you have in | 3 convened by an industry representative. It was that
4 that packet. The first has got a little picture onit, 4 hody that devel oped the recomendation of 100- percent
5 and describes, well, four different points. In February | 5 exenption, and nobody even knew a 100- percent exenption
6 of 2017, this Board adopted a provision that is -- 6 isstill apossibility because the rules had changed it
7 becane LA Admnistrative Gode 503(D)(2)(b)(i); okay, and | 7 to cap at 80 percent.
8 the text of it isright there. It says, "The 8 Now, you and | know that there is a
9 business" -- that is the applicant business seeking an 9 provision of a period of tine that allows 100 percent,
10 Industrial Tax Exenption -- "shall copy LED on its 10 andit folds into that exception, but there was no way
11 witten request to the parish governing authority, the 11 to knowthat this was even going on, much less that it
12 school board and nunicipality for the required 12 fell into that exception; right? So everybody thought
13 resolutions and its witten request to the sheriff for 13 80 percent, we can live with that.
14 the required letter." 14 This conmittee neets in secret, then
15 The intent here was under the ol d rules, |15 makes a reconmendation, and with 24-hours noti ce,
16  when the process starting by conpanies going to their 16 Driftwood LNG Industrial Tax Exenption goes on an agenda
17 local taxing bodies and then woul d cone to the Board of 17 for a school board and police jury. Police jury dealt
18 Comerce & Industry, that citizens woul d know that's 18 with it in 45 seconds. The school board had al most no
19 happening, because if the only peopl e who know it was 19 discussion about it. There was no provision of the
20 happening vere industry and el ected official's, then 20 cost. As far as we know the school board menbers never
21 there wasn't a meaningful public process to deliberate 21 even sawthe analysis. (n the sane day that Exxon --
22 around it. Andin order to address that concern, this 22 Anazon approved HQ and New Yorkers flewinto a rage
23 Board adopted the provisions which started being known 23 because it was 112,000 jobs, this project got approved
24 as the "I TEP Sunshine Provision." 24 by the school hoard, and it's $8-nillion per job (sic).
25 It goes on, "LED' -- after being CCd -- |25 The Calcasieu -- it istrue. It's
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1 $2.4-billion and 350 jobs. 1 would change if they were a state senator, but that's
2 The Cal casieu school board president, in | 2 not their job.
3 his personal capacity, because there has not been tine 3 And | renminded you, if we did not get an
4 tohold a neeting, has witten to you asking for you to 4  exenption on this plant, it wouldn't be here in two
5 defer it and has said that the information provided was 5 years. Andif wedidn't, that land is worth zero. MNow
6 mninmal and it left out pertinent information. It 6 you can talk about how much it's valued at and what
7 failed toinclude critical details. And what he ends 7 it's-- but it's worth zero wthout the econonic
8 withis by saying, "By having a more public process, a 8 devel opment portioninit.
9 nore open process, it will end with greater support for 9 So ny question to you today is, the
10 Tellurian, Driftwood LNG" 10 locals did go through the process. The neeting m ght
11 V¢ think that's the case. W think 11 not have been as long as you would like it or | would
12 peopl e back this project, but to approve the |argest 12 likeit. They didn't maybe go in through all of the
13 exenption in state history, naybe in the country's 13 details that you thought, but you're not on that board,
14 history, on this basis with a violation of your own 14 nor | or probably anyone el se on the Louisiana group.
15 rules around Sunshine, with a violation locally around 15 What procedure did you find that was the nost
16  public meeting |aw and w thout anybody know ng what's 16 incrimnating part of it?
17 going on is unnecessary and is going to |eave a |ong 17 MR BAGERT:
18 legacy of distrust around this. 18 Vel |, | remenber the Lake Providence
19 More than 1,000 residents have signed a |19 discussion well, and two days before that neeting, | was
20 petition -- 20 on a conference with Sister Bernie Barrett, whois a --
21 MR WNDHAM 21 | don't knowif she | oves Lake Providence as nuch as you
22 Are you drawing to a close, M. Bagert? |22 do, but she loves it alot.
23 MR BAGERT: 23 MR THOWPSON
24 Yes, sir. 24 Not as much, but pretty close.
25 -- expressing concern about thisin a 25 MR BAGERT:
Page 30 Page 32
1 72-hour period, and a few of those who are here today 1 That's right. A close second.
2 would like to talk. 2 And she asked whether there was anyt hing
3 Thank you. 3 onthere that dealt wth Lake Providence, and | said no.
4 MR WNDHAM 4  And then that, if | remenber, was in a separate part of
5 Thank you. 5 the agenda because it was dealing with a conpany that
6 Senator  Thonpson. 6 had closed, and that's an unusual category for providing
7 MR THOWPSON 7 an exenption.
8 Just a coupl e questions for M. Bagert. 8 MR THOWPSON
9 You and | have had discussions about the exenptions for 9 R ght.
10 many years, and | think y'all have done good, Toget her 10 MR BAGERT:
11 Louisiana. Not always to what | thought, but basically |11 And you vent after me because what do |
12 taking another ook at exenptions and how communities 12 know about Lake Providence, and | said that you scare
13 are left, or some of them many years back, never got 13 ne, but not as mich as Sister Bernie. And | couldn't
14 anything, just got the exenption. But | made it clear 14 not convey the questions and concerns, not opposition in
15 to you on one in Lake Providence, Louisiana, and to the |15 that instance.
16  chairman of Commerce & Industry and others, | noticed 16 But | tell you, she just raised $50,000
17  nost of these names that are nentioned are bel ow | 20. 17 to do comunity inprovenent in Lake Providence, so she's
18 Mtter of fact, below[10. You don't -- | did hear 18 going to want to work wth you.
19  (oncordia mentioned once, but we have very little of 19 The two things that we think provided a
20 that. But you and | argued a point about a facility 20 significant and actionabl e basis for not providing
21 that was built and back to across the levee up in East 21 adequate or legal public notice are these: First, this
22 Carroll Parish, and we had a disagreement, but | wanted |22 Board has adopted a procedure for the rules in
23 toremnd you of this. Locals wanted it, and | told you |23 application for this request that say the applicant
24 that. And | saidalot of things | would change, but 24 conpany starts the process by witing a letter to the
25 that's not ny job. Probably alot of the things they 25 local entities and needs to CC LED, and within three
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1 days, LED needs to put it onits website. 1 But to answer ny question specifically,
2 ["'mfully aware and you'l| hear LED 2 the public bodies net and voted in a positive way; is
3 staff attorneys say that doesn't say what it appears to 3 that correct?
4 say. H'Il say that that only comes into effect if the 4 MR BAGERT:
5 conpanies are requesting 120-day period. | woul d ask 5 Ater --
6 youtorecall your own nemory and the testinony on here 6 MR THOWPSON
7 and what the Governor has said publicly about the intent 7 Yes or no?
8 of that. Sone of these things don't get resolved unless | 8 MR BAGERT:
9 there's alawsuit. V¢ don't have a bunch of |awyers. 9 Yes, after having a meeting that
10 Wé've just got a bunch of citizens. But that's the 10 violated public meeting | aw and the school board
11 first, so that no public residents, no menbers of the 11 president had -- again, yes.
12 public had any way, even if they were inclined, had any |12 MR THOWPSON
13 way to knowthat this deliberation was happening. 13 But that's not this body's or this
14 Second, at the local |evel, a process 14 group's problem W take it as it cones and that those
15 whereby official representatives of public bodies met 15 public bodies did vote in favor of it; isn't that
16 without public notice with industry representatives ina |16 correct?
17  neeting that barred the public, developed a 17 MR BAGERT:
18 recommendation that was then acted on. That viol ates 18 Your nission under Constitutionis to
19 public meeting law and inside of this process, you 19 nake decisions that are in the best interest of the
20 can't fix that by having a subsequent neeting that 20 state.
21 doesn't violate it. If the school board nenbers had 21 MR THOWPSON
22 gone to Bernuda and al | deliberated and cone up to a 22 Vel |, let us decide that. You just
23 conclusion and then they had a second meeting that was 23 answer the questions about public bodies voting for it.
24 public, it wouldn't fix the fact that deliberation and 24 MR BAGERT:
25 recomendation happened in a way that's nonpublic. 25 It iswthinthe purviewof this Board s
Page 34 Page 36
1 There was a msunderstanding at the 1 nmandate to deternmine whether a public process
2 local entities' level that if it wasn't an elected 2 violated -- being your own public process, though, and
3 official, if it was just staff, then public meeting | aw 3 sowe dothink that's a consideration.
4 didn't apply. It does apply. There have been 21 4 MR THOWPSON
5 decisions by the Attorney General's office that show 5 Yeah. But they did vote for it; isn't
6 that any official representative of the public body 6 that correct? That's the question | ask.
7 representing the public body, public meeting laws apply. 7 MR BAGERT:
8 That was violated. Sothe result is, in the |argest 8 They did.
9 public subsidy in Averican history, there was no 9 MR THOWPSON
10 responsibility of citizens having any of the information | 10 Thank you.
11 about the project before the decision was nade. That's |11 MR WNDHAM
12 wong. That's illegal. And all they're asking for is 12 M. Jones.
13 60 days to have those hearings. And then so beit. And |13 MR JONES:
14 thenif it's approved just the way it is now they can 14 M. Bagert, there's information in your
15 take it up with their school board menber, they can take |15 handout that | don't find that is in your -- it nay be.
16 it up with the police jury menber. They may di sagree, 16 | tried toread through it very quickly as I've just now
17  but they won't have a claimto feel that their rights 17 gottenit.
18 were violated to know what was happening. 18 Wien was the nmeeting of the parish hel d?
19 MR WNDHAM 19 Not the comttee nmeeting that you're referring to, but
20 Al right. Thank you. 20 the neeting itself where this was passed, what date was
21 MR THOWPSON 21 that?
22 Ckay. Let ne nake a conment, if | 22 MR BAGERT:
23 night, tothat. | understand that, and | had forgotten |23 Novenber the 13th for the school board,
24 howwel | versed you were and how nuch you enjoy talking |24 and then |'mnot recalling the police jury. Maybe it
25 about this issue, but that's a good thing. 25 was the -- do y'all know? Sometine in Novenber.
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1 MR JONES: 1 anopen -- if you believe there's an open neetings
2 So it was several weeks ago? 2 violation, there's a way to resolve that by filing a
3 MR BAGERT: 3 lawsuit?
4 Yes, sir. 4 MR BAGERT:
5 MR JONES: 5 Alot of the details that we found out
6 And you knew at that tine that, at |east 6 about that meeting are froman attorney who appears to
7 your allegations, that they violated open meetings? 7 be preparing a lawsuit on just those grounds.
8 MR BAGERT: 8 MR JONES:
9 | don't think anybody knew at that tine. 9 But it"s not been filed?
10  Nbbody knew any of the details or even that sonething 10 Thisis ny difficulty is that Nunber 1,
11 significant had happened at that tine because there 11 frankly, |I've been doi ng nunicipal |awfor 30 years, and
12 still was, after the meeting, all it said was the 12 | frankly disagree with your assessment of what the open
13 Driftwood LNG exenption had been approved. 13 neetings law says with this issue. | strongly disagree
14 MR JONES: 14 with you. So when you cone to us and represent, you're
15 Gkay. |'mtrying to understand. | 15 not under oath, you're comng in and naking
16 understand your allegations to be two-fold. Nunber one, |16 representations to this Board about sonething that's
17 that a clandestine neeting of government officials that 17 happened that we have no way of verifying, we have no
18 you believe violates the open neetings law that's one. 18 way of determning whether it's true or not. You're
19 MR BAGERT: 19 asking us to accept your word and put a stop to
20 That's right. 20 sonething that local officials, as far as we are
21 MR JONES: 21 concerned, has acted on, that you're wanting us to stop
22 And Nunber 2, | thought there was 22 it based on your representations of, A what you believe
23 sonething about the school board -- the parish neeting 23 happened, but we don't know for sure, of what you
24 itself had violated open neetings. |s that true? 24 believe the lawto be, that | disagree wth personally.
25 MR BAGERT: 25 | can't speak for anybody el se on the Board.
Page 38 Page 40
1 That's less clear in that they did give 1 | might suggest to you, M. Bagert, that
2 anotice that Driftwood LNGwas on there. They didn't 2 theright way to handle this, if you cone to me and
3 provide information around it. |'mnot sure whether 3 says, "V have filed suit because we believe that there
4 that violates public meetings law That's the kind of 4 isaviolation" | would be muich nore inclined to listen
5 judgnent call the court sonetines nakes. 5 to your argunent, because at that point, somebody has
6 But after they acted, there was still no | 6 filed sonething under oath before a court of lawthat A
7 understanding and awereness that an exenption of this 7 B Cand Dhas happened.
8 size has been approved because no information was shared | 8 MR BAGERT:
9 publically that that neeting -- 9 Vel --
10 MR JOES: 10 MR JONES:
11 Ckay. It was passed at a dul y-cal | ed 11 | can't speak for the rest of the Board,
12 rmeeting giving 24-hours notice of everything that was on |12 but that's ny problemw th what you're bringing to us
13 the agenda; is that correct? 13 here. There was plenty of tine to file a lawsuit based
14 MR BAGERT: 14 on what you've learned. There's -- if there was a
15 That's our under standi ng. 15 citizen that felt that strongly about it, believe ne, |
16 MR JONES: 16  have fought open neetings lawsuits, and al ways there's a
17 Ckay. MNow the earlier meeting that you |17 lawyer who's willing to file themif somebody feels
18 you're referring to, when did you learn of that early 18 strongly enough to get it done.
19 neeting? 19 So that's ny struggle wth what you're
20 MR BAGERT: 20 bringing to me today. You want me to accept what you're
21 Inlate Decenber -- personally, inlate |21 telling ne. | hesitate on that given the fact that
22 Novenber. 22 there vere lawful actions that, at least onits face,
23 MR JONES: 23 frompublic bodies.
24 Ckay. Late Novenber, so it's been at 24 MR BAGERT:
25 least a couple of weeks. You realize that if thereis 25 Look, two things: (ne is not everybody
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1 can afford an attorney. The second -- 1 we'veset up. And I'mecurious, M. House, on your
2 MR JONES: 2 interpretation of this Sunshine provision that we
3 Excuse me, M. Bagert. Let ne stop 3 adopted, and | believe | either nade the motion or
4 before everybody starts clapping. Wen | see how much 4 seconded the notion, and | certainly remenber what ny
5 noney Together Louisiana is spending in this state, 5 intent was at the tine, but |'mcurious how you
6 there's plenty of noney for Together Louisiana to hirea | 6 interpret it because what | have before ne, it says,
7 lawer, | guarantee you. 7 "LEDshall post a copy of the business's written request
8 MR BAGERT: 8 onits website no later than three business days after
9 How much do you think Together Louisiana | 9 receipt of the request." Wés that followed? Dd LED do
10 is spending in this state? 10 that, do you know? And what is your understanding of
11 MR JONES: 11 the intent?
12 Wien | see the ads, somebody's payi ng 12 MR HISE
13 for that. Sonebody's paying for those ads in the 13 That statute -- |'msorry. That rule,
14 newspapers; sonebody' s paying for the website; 14 which is available to conpanies under its plain
15  sonebody' s paying for the nailouts that go out. Sol 15 language, which is available to conpanies who have not
16 don't know 16 been able to secure a hearing before a local group,
17 MR BAGERT: 17 before a local entity, and it provides for a 120-day
18 You' d be anmazed. 18 period in which alocal entity has to act. And thisis
19 MR JONES: 19 under the 2017 approval process.
20 Apparently | woul d be because | know how | 20 MR MLLER
21 much ads in the newspapers cost. 21 Does this fall under the 2017 process?
22 MR BAGERT: 22 MR HOSE
23 V¢ didn't take any ads in the newspaper. |23 Yes, it does, and -- but, M. Mller, as
24 This was an article. 24 you know, at that particular meeting, we were discussing
25 The second is there's sonething broader |25 this 120-day process, and this particular -- |'ve never
Page 42 Page 44
1 at stake than narrowlegality, and it's the principle 1 heard it called the "Sunshine Act." It wasn't called
2 and the concept that when an inportant decision is nade, 2 that at the neeting. | remenber M. Jones naking a
3 citizens ought to have the opportunity to have access to | 3 nunber of comments at the point -- at that point in
4 the information that's relevant to that decision. And 4 time, and | also nade a point intime that this referred
5 even outside of the narrowlegality, the questions of 5 -- nade a comment at this point intime that this
6 narrowlegality that we have raised attenpting in our 6 referred to the 120-day provision.
7 nost honest way to represent our understanding of what 7 This particular rule has been fol | owed
8 happened, and at the request of 1,000 residents of 8 twce or has been invoked twce, once by a conpany in
9 Calcasieu Parish, that's one question. 9 Qleans Parish and another tine by a conpany in Caddo
10 The other is, if there's no way that 10 Parish, and in both instances, they had not secured or
11 peopl e can know sonething is happening, then they ought |11 been able to secure a hearing on their request for an
12 to be given the opportunity to have a hearing, and 12 exenption under the 2017 rules, and the conpanies have
13 that's what they're asking for. So | don't think it's 13 to have that request for an exenption.
14 just a matter of what's legal. It's a matter of what's |14 MR MLLER
15 appropriate and what's good for the people in Calcasieu |15 So they cane to you after they coul dn't
16 and the state. 16 secure that hearing?
17 M WNHAM 17 M HISE
18 Thank you, M. Bagert. 18 They filed their notice under this
19 M. Mller. 19 particular provision because that's what it was designed
20 MR MLLER 20 for, and then when they filed that request or that
21 Is M. House available to cone up? 21 notice, that notice was published in accordance wth
22 Because |'m-- you know, as you stated, M. Chairman, 22 what you call the "Sunshine Act."
23 we're here to see -- you know, not to vote necessarily 23 There have been now since under the
24 on our opinion of tax exenptions, but to see if whether |24 2017 rules, there have been a |arge nunber of
25 these applicants fol lowed the rules and the |aws that 25 contracts -- 1'd have to go back and count them-- where
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1 nobody followed that notice provision because that 1 TamBourgeoi s, Executive Gounsel of LED can give you
2 notice provision wasn't applicable. The conpanies were 2 the history of Exhibit Bs and the Board neetings and the
3 able to go before local governing bodies, secure the 3 information that we have regarding the procedures that
4 notice fromthe local governing bodies and get heard, 4 vent forth at the local level. And you can give as mich
5 have hearings. And then those |ocal governing bodies 5 weight as you want to or don't want to with respect to
6 provided us with Exhibit B, as is the case here. 6 that, but | believe that, you know that's a matter of
7 So this particular applicant foll oned 7 your judgrent, but | would ask you to take that into
8 the sane process that probably 50 to 100 ot her 8 consideration and that if -- you know and take into
9 applicants have followed in getting their contract 9 consideration the entirety of what you're considering
10 approved. There was no objection at that tinme, no 10 here in terns of the exenption and make the best
11 invocation of some type of "Sunshine Act." 11 decision that you can.
12 So that's ny answer to your question. 12 But the idea that, Nunber 1, there
13 MR MLLER 13 hasn't been public notice or public bodies haven't net
14 kay. 14 is dispelled by the documentation. | believeit'sin
15 MR HISE 15 your packet. But, again, that's up for you to decide.
16 And et me just add one other thing 16 | nean, if you read these Exhibit Bs and these
17 wvhile I'mhere and it's fresh on everybody's mnd 17 resol utions fromthese bodies and you don't want to
18 regarding the statement about Together Louisiana and 18 believe them then maybe you don't want to believe that
19 noney. Last year in Ascension Parish there was a 19 9/11 happened, | don't know, but that's up to you.
20 controversy about whether or not the city council or 20 You're a Board menber. So take into account those
21 parish counci| gave appropriate notice. Together 21 things that you have before you and what they are, and
22 Louisiana filed a lawsuit agai nst Ascension Parish and 22 take into account -- | do believe noticeis very
23 there was a hearing. M recollection, | believe it was |23 inportant. | do believe that what happens is inportant.
24 ultimately settled by the parties, but, M. Jones, | 24 But take a look at what you have in your file and nake
25 just wanted to make sure everyone knew that because that |25 your determination. | think this Board can interpret
Page 46 Page 48
1 wasn't the answer you just got. 1 its own rules.
2 M MLLER 2 M MLLER
3 Ckay. | guess ny second question, | 3 VeI, for the record, | do believe that
4 don't knowif it's for you or M. Bagert, but if the 4 9/11 happened, but | also believe there are 1,000
5 question here is whether to grant a -- to defer this 5 citizens of Calcasieu Parish who don't believe that
6 until February, if thisis deferred, what's the 6 they've had adequate input into this process.
7 recourse, |ike what could potentially be different in 7 MR WNDHAM
8 February than today? 8 Thank you, M. Mller.
9 MR HOSE 9 Senator Chabert .
10 Vell, | think as a matter of howthis 10 MR CHABERT:
11 Dboard conducts itself, Nunber 1, | don't know that 11 Thank you. | don't knowif M. Bagert
12 there's any pending notion before the Board right nowto |12 wants to come back up or what. | don't necessarily know
13 defer anything. 13 if | have any questions or coments for the gent!enan.
14 MR MLLER 14 There's a lot of nunbers being tossed
15 No, but that's the request. 15 around, and | just want to make sure that | give
16 MR WNDHAM 16 adequate representation to sone of the other factors.
17 There is no notion. 17 Sone of the issues that this Board has
18 MR HOSE 18 to analyze is return on investnent. This is the Board
19 There is no notion before the Board, 19 of Comerce & Industry. What is the value of the
20 M. Mller, sointerns of a hypothetical notion or a 20 investnent that is before us? It's a $15-billion
21 hypothetical consideration of this, the advice -- and 21 investnent of which the opponents are tal king about,
22 you guys are the Board menbers. |'mjust giving you 22 that $2-billion exenption. There's 350 jobs associ at ed
23 sone advice here -- is that you -- in the 2017 rul es, 23 with this project; okay, that are pernanent. An't
24 you set up a way to operate. You set that up with the 24 going no where. It's going to be there in, as we say
25 2018 rules. | do believe that you have Exhibit Bs, and |25 down in the bayou, "tenps toute de la terre" (sic), as
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1 long as there it shall last. Al right. They there. 1 increases across the board, that was because of Cheniere
2 Al right. And there's another 6,400 construction jobs 2 Energy. And then you've got Tellurian conmng right
3 associated with that for a total salary of over 3 behind it, and then you have another one.
4 $31-nillion. The average construction job salary is 4 | know a ot of you around here aren't
5 going to be sonewhere around $83,000. They going to be 5 famliar with the FERC process. That's the pernitting
6 building that plant for along time. Those jobs in that 6 process federally that these people have to go through.
7 comunity; okay, the average salary on those jobs, 350 7 It's mnimumnine, 15 months. And they're still going
8 of them $95,000 a year. $95,000 a year. That's 8 through it. They're not even approved yet. So there's
9 strong, y'all. That's a heck of a deal. 9 anple infornation out there for anyone, including all of
10 | don't serve on the Cal casieu Parish 10 the menbers of the school board, all of the menbers of
11 Shool Board. | don't know -- you know | do know that 11 the parish governnent, the sheriffs, the respective
12 it's one of largest school boards in the state. | think |12 council person; okay, certainly the |egislative
13 there's something along the lines like 11 or 15 nmenbers | 13 delegation, the state econom c devel opnent authority,
14 onit, where the average school hoard in the Sate of 14 and again the Southwest Economic Alliance. It's not
15 Louisiana is nine. For those of you who do not know | 15 like information on there isn't out there. But |
16 amalso the Chairman of the Senate Natural Resources 16 understand what y'all are saying about whether or not
17 Committee, so this is an area that | have particul ar 17 the benefit is there and should citizens have been
18 involvement with. The Driftwood LNG project, the 18 informed. V¢ appreciate that. However, that's not our
19 Tellurian Goup, have been advancing this project for 19 job. Ckay?
20 literally years. There has been so much community 20 | totally agree with what ny coll eague
21 outreach about this project, you can't -- and | don't 21 said about disputing M. Bagert's question about whet her
22 nean this in any way, shape or formto anyone here or on |22 or not that was even operating in anillegal way about
23 this list as disrespectfully. Ckay. | respect citizen |23 the public neeting law | don't knowif | agree with
24 participation. | nean, | voted for every Sunshine |aw 24 that at all. Andthen | totally think that probably a
25 since |'ve beenin office. | amfor it. M father was |25 lawsuit should be filed if that is the due course, but
Page 50 Page 52
1 ateacher. | get the inpact that some of these 1 that isn't our job.
2 exenptions, howthey hit school boards and I ocal 2 So | don't knowif M. Bagert vants to
3 governnents and whatnot. However; all right, there's 3 say anything or -- and, look, | respect the heck out of
4 over 200,000 people in Cal casieu Parish and growing. It 4 him And he conmes before -- | knowa lot of you, this
5 s literally the fastest growing market in the Sate of 5 isyour first meeting, but he cones in every meeting and
6 Louisiana in the Southern region and one of fastest 6 defends the citizens of our state, and that's a good
7 growng inthe country. Wat's going on there is world 7 thing.
8 renowned. Ckay? 8 MR BAGERT:
9 And, again, I'mgoing to say this 9 Qnly to clarify that you refer to me and
10 with-- | mean no disrespect. It'sreally hard tolive |10 the others here as opponents of this project.
11 where y'all live and not know about this project. 11 MR CHABERT:
12 Everyone is talking about it, and have been. The 12 | don't knowif | said opponents, and I
13 Chanber of Commerce laud this project. The Southwest 13 nay have. | don't want it to be --
14 Economc Devel opment Alliance lauds this project. Not 14 MR BAGERT:
15 to nention, the same peopl e who brought you Cheniere 15 And really as matter of clarification,
16  Energy, that amazing transformational project that is 16 the request is for a deferral till the next meeting so
17 being lauded worldw de as the first LNG export facility, |17 that they can have a process that feels like they had
18 they got bought out, and you know what they did? They 18 the basic information and were able to discuss it and
19 started a new conpany called Tellurian. Ckay? And are |19 don't have a sort of -- you know there's a lot of
20 doing -- they're trying to replicate the successes that |20 people that have come to feel like our politics are
21 they had with Cheniere Energy. And all of y'all that 21 rigged. There's alot of people in Cal casieu who feels
22 are working in Calcasieu and the Caneron area, all of 22 like this was rigged, and 60 days woul d address that and
23 that area, that know what kind of econonic boomit has 23 then we're all right back on track.
24 Dbeen, the construction that's going on, the retail 24 They knew Driftwood existed. They
25 investnent, the inprovenents to schools, salary 25 didn't know about the exenption, the size, the scale of
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1 it, and they just want to be able to have a public 1 MB. GRAVES
2 process with their public officials and then take it up 2 | have a sweet voice. |'msorry.
3 intwo nmonths. There's not opposition from Toget her 3 M nane is Georgina Gaves. |'mfrom
4 Louisiana or, as far as we know the 1,000 peopl e on 4 Sulphur, Louisiana. | pride nyself on being very active
5 that petitionto the project. It's asking for a 5 inour community.
6 deferral to have a public process. 6 Unfortunately, | was unaware of the
7 MR CHABERT: 7 motion to pass the LNG tax exenption, and nobody is
8 Under st ood and respect ed. 8 against it. Wat we are against is the exclusion of the
9 Thank you, M. Chairman. 9 public word. And everybody wants to have this. V¢ are
10 MR WNDHAM 10 definitely, like you said earlier, a boomng town. \¢
11 Thank you, Senator Chabert. 11 have advancenents happening | eft and right, but on
12 Dr. Wison. 12 several of the things, we had Cal casieu Parish School
13 DR S WLSN 13 Board, on their agenda posted online, did have a motion
14 | was just going to point out for ny 14 to talk about LNG but with this motion, no docunents
15 peer, Senator Chabert, M. House asked us to go back and |15 were provided for the public to see, nor online or at
16 look at the Exhibit, and | just wanted to share with the |16 the neeting itself, and they were denied public conment.
17 public what we look at here is a resolution that was 17 Now, | knowthis is a probl emthat
18  unani nous by the school board. So | have to trust the 18 should be taken up with ur school board, and believe ne,
19 local elected officials that the citizens have voted 19 that we have. But what |'mtrying to inplore upon you
20 for, and | would echo the Senator's coments. | don't 20 isnot that we are against this, but is by not delaying
21 know going through several processes, whether it's 21 this, you are setting a standard that you coul d
22 environnental process or others, where we delay and 22 fasttrack and ignore your constituents, have a
23 expect a different alternative, and | think those delays |23 separate -- they set aside a separate tax authority to
24 can be very conplicated and very inpactful, particularly |24 thwart the engagement of the public and then nade, you
25 when you're talking about $15-billion of investnent. 25  know sidebar conclusions without engaging us, whichis
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1 And | met just this week with other entities inthe same | 1 wong. Andif we'rejust going to cone back to the sane
2 business looking to get their final investment decision 2 conclusion that Driftwood gets accepted in 60 days, then
3 sooner than later, and | think those delays only 3 sobeit, but you're going to force the conversation
4 conplicate that process as well as others. 4 with the constituents, which is ideally and
5 So for the public to know all of the 5 altruistically howit's supposed to be; right? That's
6 exhibit and supports we see are froma unani mous school 6 all we're asking, because you're going to help set the
7 board, as well as support fromthe sheriff and others 7 standard that stuff like this will not rest, that it is
8 that are in this package, and that's what ve have to 8 unacceptable of any elected official, because | woul d
9 base our decisions on. So ny opinion at this point is | 9 hope that each of you woul d hear the concerns of anyone
10 don't see the value in the delay and woul d vel cone to 10 that cane to you, and that's not what's happening here.
11 hear other coments fromthe citizens that would like to |11 Thank you.
12 speak. 12 MR WNDHAM
13 M WNHAM 13 Thank you.
14 Thank you, Dr. WIson. 14 M am | believe we have one nore.
15 | believe we have two others that want 15  Sorry Senator.
16 to speak to this item Again, if the audience can keep |16 M. Briggs.
17 appl ause down, that woul d be good, and if you can 17 MR BRG=S
18 keep -- and not repeat what's been said before, that 18 This project is absolutely enormous. It
19 would be really good. 19 is ablessing for our state and for those in Cal casieu
20 MB. GRAVES 20 and that part of the state that we have such a project.
21 Absolutely. M nane is Georgina Gaves, |21 And the last thing we want to ever do is have that
2 1'm-- 22 project be noved across the river, the other side of the
23 MR WNDHAM 23  Sate of Louisiana
24 M. Gaves, can you pull the nic a 24 Now, you know, | agree with -- | believe
25 little closer? 25 wevoted onit. | have fanmly inthat area, and there
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1 are so many special projects going on in Calcasieu 1 Ma' am
2 Parish and that part of the state, and the state is 2 M. AVES
3 reaping the benefits fromit. Sois that whole area. 3 |"ve been waiting to speak, because |
4 And even when this one was being devel oped and voted on 4 just want to nake it short, sweet --
5 and things like that, that | even talked to sone of ny 5 MR WNDHAM
6 famly there, but there's so many wonderful projects 6 M ease state your nane.
7 already, and this is one of those very special ones as 7 M. AVES
8 jobs that keep on giving, revenue that keeps on giving. 8 M nane is Heather Ares. | ama journey
9 It doesn't get any better than that. \é're fortunate to | 9 wireman fromLake Charles, Louisiana in Cal casieu
10 have it. 10  Parish, which means that | ama construction worker.
11 MR WNDHAM 11 There's a large possibility that | will work on this
12 Thank you, M. Briggs. 12 project, and | do not make $95,00 a year.
13 M. Jones. 13 But |'mnot debating on -- | want you to
14 MR JONES: 14 understand that these projects are ny bread and butter.
15 | think it's real inportant for all of 15 Thisis how! make ny noney. | know exactly what it
16 the citizens to know not just of Calcasieu Parish, but 16  neans.
17 everywhere, is a group of people cane to this Board, 17 Now, the only debates that | have is
18 including the Governor, and said, "\ want the locals to |18 they already bought the land. They're not noving, you
19 have a voice," and we went through a great deal of 19  know And $2-mllion, this is a national conversation.
20 process to ensure that |ocals have a voice. V& put 20 Ckay? W¢'re not asking to have permission to cone up
21 rules in place to nake sure local s have a voi ce. 21  here and just cry whenever things don't go our way.
22 However, we cannot becone the policenen to make sure 22 It's obvious to e, it should be obvious
23 that the locals are doing it right. W have to, at some |23 to everyone else, that there was sone gray areas, sone
24 level, let locals be locals. You' ve asked for the right |24  mscommunications about the law about the "Sunshine"
25 togotothemand nake your arguments, and if your 25 rules, and these were recently inplenented, and this
Page 58 Page 60
1 locals, if you feel like your locals aren't doing it 1 also applies to our local officials. I'masking for a
2 right, and, as you said, ma'am you need to bring it up 2 90-day extension for us to get the legalities of this to
3 with them 3 find out what exactly needs to happen. Honestly, | hope
4 MB. GRAVES 4 that it passes. | hope to get it, but I'mstill here
5 V¢ have. 5 because what |'mafraidis that if we don't trust our
6 MR JONES: 6 local officials, at what point are citizens going to
7 But we -- | understand. Just one second | 7 show up and vote zero, zero, zero and deny tax
8 and you'll speak as long as M. Wndham!ets you. 8 exenptions because they feel that there's something
9 But the difficulty you're putting -- by 9 fraudulent going on. That would hurt ne financially.
10 asking what you're asking, the difficulty you're putting |10 That would hurt ny area. That woul d hurt everything
11 onthis Board is that then, in the future, every tine 11 about it.
12 soneone doesn't |ike what the |ocals have chosen, they 12 I'masking for 90 days that we have this
13 can cone to this Board and say, "Wt a mnute. They 13 clarified, that we get our local officials on board so
14 didn't dot this '"i'. They didn't cross that 't." Yall |14 that we don't ever have to worry about this again, that
15 need to defer and let us have another shot at the 15 we have input and we're properly represented.
16 locals." And | Frankly don't want this Board to be put 16 ["'man electrician. Yall, yall know
17 inthat situation. 17 the laws; y'all knowthe rules. |'mnot an accountant,
18 [f when the board sends us their 18 and whenever they have a neeting that discusses the
19 certified copies of their decisions, that needs to be 19 analysis of these dollars, | trust that somebody who
20 what werely on. And if you as citizens don't like the |20 professionally handles nunbers is going to say, "This
21 way your hoards handle it, | think that's where your 21 neans this. This neans this,"” just |ike you're doing
22 recourse is. Not this Board. 22 today with the law your perception of what you believe
23 Thank you. 23 and what you stand it. | should have privy to those
24 MR WNDHAM 24 nunbers and to that nmeeting, and the fact that we vere
25 Thank you, M. Jones. 25 not allowed that information and had to read in the
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1 paper that $2-billion was gone, people are very upset. 1 for approval ?
2 And | want 90 days to just funnel this down, stopit, 2 (No response.)
3 endit, and that here on out, that we make the best 3 MR WNDHAM
4 decisions for Cal casieu Parish and the residents feel 4 I's there a notion?
5 like we're naking the best decisions for Cal casieu 5 M. MIler has made the motion to
6 Parish. 6 approve; second by M. S one.
7 MR WNDHAM 7 Al infavor -- substitute by
8 Thank you, ma'am 8 M. Mller.
9 Representative Devillier. 9 P ease state your substitute.
10 MR DEVILLIER 10 MR MLLER
11 Thank you, M. Chairman. 11 | woul d nake a substitute notion to
12 Now, M. Heather, where do you cone up 12 defer this until the February neeting.
13 with $2-billion? 13 MR WNDHAM
14 M. AVES 14 Al right. There's an objection to that
15 The tax exenptions, the incentives, it 15 nade by Representative Devillier.
16 was over $2-billion and forgone revenue. 16 I's there a second on the substitute
17 MR DEVILLIER 17 motion?
18 Gkay. |'mlooking at 283-nillion. 18 Second on the substitute? n the
19 M5 AMES 19 substitute?
20 Ckay. Véll, nmaybe if | had the 20 MR MLLER
21 documentation that they decided in that private neeting, |21 No, | do not.
22 | mght knowa little bit better and have the nunbers to |22 MR WNDHAM
23 give you, Sir. 23 No.
24 MR WNDHAM 24 I's there a second on the substitute
25 Representative Devillier, that's the 25 nmotion?
Page 62 Page 64
1 first year. 1 M. BAKER
2 MR DEVILLIER 2 "1l second it.
3 Ckay. That's what |'mjust trying to 3 MR WNDHAM
4 figure out where you -- 4 M. Baker seconds the notion.
5 M5 AMES 5 V¢'|| have a vote.
6 Me too. M too, babe. Nnety days, 6 I's there any discussion on the
7 we'll get it figured out. 7 substitute notion by the Board nenbers?
8 MR DEVILLIER 8 (No response.)
9 Thank you, Ms. Heather. 9 MR WNDHAM
10 Are you for this project? 10 There's a substitute notion to defer
11 MB. AVES 11 until the February meeting. It's been nade by
12 ["mabsolutely for this project because, |12 M. Mller; seconded by M. Baker.
13 like | said, | wll beworking onit one way or another 13 MR CHABERT:
14 at sonme point, yes. 14 Point of clarification.
15 M DEMLLIER 15 M WNHAM
16 So you're for it? 16 Question by Senator Chabert.
17 MB. AVES 17 MR CHABERT:
18 Yes. W all are. 18 What happens should M. Mller's
19 MR DEVILLIER 19  substitute notion pass? Wat are the ramfications of
20 Thank you. | don't have any ot her 20 that? | think it would be inportant for the Board to
21 questions. 21  understand the ranfications of should this happen,
22 MR WNDHAM 22 should his substitute notion be approved. Can someone
23 Thank you. 23 fromstaff --
24 Al right. s there any further 24 MR WNDHAM
25 discussion on either of the two itens that are before us | 25 | will have staff totell you
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1 specifically. 1 organization. | think the scrutiny that they' ve brought
2 M5. BOREQ S: 2 tothe I TEP programand nany of the changes that have
3 | nean, as far as the Board is 3 cone about because of the discussion around the | TEP
4 concerned, it's sinply deferred until February and we 4 programhave been positive ones. And one of nost
5 just see what happens between now and February when it 5 positive changes that were brought about wes the |ocal
6 comes back to the Board at that point. V¢ can't 6 input. These are local tax dollars. So | do commend
7 anticipate what mght happen at a local |evel between 7 themand the work that they've done to help bring about
8 nowand then. 8 that change.
9 MR CHABERT: 9 V¢ respect the local process. V¢ went
10 Rght. And I'mrealizing that -- | 10 through the local process. After two years of
11 don't knowif you've heard fromanybody from Tellurian 11 discussions and after public notice in every one of the
12 onthis or Driftwood, soif -- they are present, and 12 neetings where a vote was taken on this project
13 we're about to take votes and we hadn't even heard from |13 unanimously, the elected officials supported us.
14 MR WNDHAM 14 To now defer when we have fol | oved that
15 I's there a representative fromDriftwood | 15 process, | think textbook to what the Governor
16 wth us? 16  envisioned when the changes to | TEP were made and what
17 P ease step forward, identify yoursel f 17 this Board envisioned, would send a nessage of
18 and answer any questions that may be posed. 18 uncertainty to us as a conpany, to the industry, to our
19 MR FRENCH 19  custoners and partners who are |ooking as we near final
20 M nane is Jason French, Vice President 20 investment decision and nake a final decision to
21 of Gvernment and Public Affairs for Tellurian, 21 actually locate this project in Louisiana. It would
22 devel oper of the Driftwood LNG project. Thank you, M. 22 create aclimate of uncertainty that | don't think this
23 Chairman, and nenbers of the Board for inviting ne to 23 Board wants to send into the industry, to our conpany,
24 the table. 24 and | think it sends a message to the local officials
25 Deferral, as the notion that's before 25 that their opinions aren't being respected as this
Page 66 Page 68
1 you, would be very problematic. |'mnot an attorney; | 1 process intended through the | TEP changes.
2 don't claimto be one, and | don't believe this is the 2 MR WNDHAM
3 venue to necessarily be litigating the issues that 3 Thank you, M. French.
4 M. Bagert has raised, but there are a couple things I 4 Are there any questions for M. French?
5 cantell you. | have been involved with this project 5 MR CHABERT:
6 since the beginning. As to Senator Chabert's point, 6 M. French, when you went through the
7 we've done extensive outreach to the local comunity and | 7 process, how nmany other entities that have to, by law
8 local elected officials and body that consider this 8 engage and sign off on this project have y'all had
9 resolution that you have before you, the resol utions 9 discussions wth?
10 that were, | wll point out, again, voted on 10 MR FRENCH
11 unani nousl y. 11 Soinour situation, we're an
12 | won't spend time going into the |egal 12 unincorporated area of Calcasieu Parish just south of
13 situation, but what | wll tell youis that uncertainty, |13 Carlyss, soit'd be the police jury, the school board
14 to your question, Senator Chabert, the deferral woul d 14 and sheriff's office.
15 create significant uncertainty for us. It would send a |15 MR CHABERT:
16 nessage to the industry that this process, the 16 And did the sheriffs approve this, the
17 Industrial Tax Exenption process, which is aninportant |17 sheriff's office?
18 part of the partnership, the public/private partnership, |18 MR FRENCH
19 that's causing this transfornative change in Southwest 19 Yes.
20 Louisiana and really across Louisiana. It would create |20 MR CHABERT:
21 uncertainty in that process, because | can tell you that |21 And you said the parish council?
22 we folloved the process. ¢ submitted the required 22 MR FRENCH
23 data. 23 The police jury.
24 And | would like to just, if you give ne |24 MR CHABERT:
25 anoment, | would like to credit M. Bagert and his 25 | still forget that some parishes around
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1 the state are on the jury system which is -- where the 1 our permts fromFERCto allow us to nove forward to

2 two parishes that | represent, Terrebonne and Laf ourche, 2 site build and operate this facility. That is a key

3 we have a consolidated governnent, and it's a 3 part. Soneone on the Board referenced earlier the

4 district-type of governnent where you like to think that 4 process that we go through in permtting this. That's

5 everybody kind of tries to hold hands and do things for 5 extensive; that's comng.

6 the betternment of the parish, whereas a police jury 6 V¢ are talking. V¢ are certainly

7 systemis very district specific. Your representatives 7 comercializing this project. You see announcenents

8 and the police jury are very focused, not necessarily on | 8 about the LNG projects in the newspaper and across the

9 the whol e so mich as sone of the individual parts. So 9 news. \% are commercializing our project and talking to
10 it's-- 1 wouldsay it's even more difficult to pass 10 customers and investing partners in our project. This
11 sonething through a police jury as opposed to a 11 woul d change and create sone significant uncertainty for
12 consol i dated governnent parish council. 12 those partners as we're moving forward, and we need to
13 And they voted unani nously; right? 13 get the final investnent decision to nake this

14 MR FRENCH 14 investnent in Loui siana.

15 R ght. 15 You know, the Amazon headquarters thing
16 MR CHABERT: 16 has been nentioned, but the fact is, thisis -- we do
17 And then the school board voted 17  not have a final decision here. s it conpeting wth
18  unani nousl y? 18 two cities against one another? Not necessarily, but it
19 MR FRENCH 19 is Louisiana conpeting against itself. Rght now we

20 Yes. 20 have nade a prelininary decision to site in Louisiana.
21 MR WNDHAM 21 W need to make a final investnent decision, and the

22 Thank you, Senator Chabert. 22 Industrial Tax Exenption is a key part of that cal cul us
23 M. Sone. 23 and we're noving very closely to that final investnent
24 MR SLONE 24 deci sion.

25 | was just going to ask, the 25 MR MLLER

Page 70 Page 72

1 requirenents have been met based upon what we're 1 But you' ve al ready bought the |and;

2 supposed to do, so, you know for us to consider 2 correct?

3 deferring woul d be goi ng against the process that's 3 MR FRENCH

4 already beenin place. |'ve looked at the Exhibit B's, 4 W& have acquired the land, but acquiring

5 and everything's been met, the requirenents have been 5 the land is a minuscul e amount of a 15.9-billion

6 net, sol don't think we should be trying to defer this. 6 project.

7 Thefight is alocal fight. 7 MR MLLER

8 MR WNDHAM 8 | understand that.

9 Thank you, M. S one. 9 MR WNDHAM

10 M. Mller. 10 Alittle order, please.

11 M MLLER 11 M. Mller, anything el se?

12 | just want to be clear, |'mnot opposed | 12 MR MLLER

13 tothis project at all. M concernis -- nor do | want |13 No. | guess ny only concern is | think
14 to substitute ny judgment for the locals, but the 14 if wejust -- if we push this back 90 days and al | owed
15 president of the school board sent us a letter saying he |15 for that input, it would set -- you know we talked

16 didn't think that they were furnished wth enough 16 about setting a precedent, and | want to set a positive
17 information before they made their decision, and so ny 17 precedent that when these types of projects of this

18 concernis, you know if we had just alittle bit nore 18 kind, of size and scope are approved -- and | don't

19 time. Like you said, this project has been in the works |19 think anybody opposes it. | haven't heard a single

20 for several years and there's been a lot of input. 20 person say they oppose this -- that the public process,
21 Explain specifically what does an extra 90 days do you? |21 especially at the local Ievel, is done in as open and
22 You nmentioned uncertainty. 22 transparent level and way as possible. So, again, I'm
23 MR FRENCH 23 not trying to kill this project in any way. |'mjust
24 So our project isin asensitivetinein |24 hoping we can...

25 that we are coming up on our final FERC process to get 25 MR WNDHAM
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1 Al right. Thank you. 1 MR FRENCH
2 M. Tam M. Bourgeois. 2 | appreciate all of your comments. The
3 M5. BOREQ S: 3 only thing | would clarify is that while thereis a
4 Tam Bour geoi s from LED. 4 letter that's been put before you today, that was from
5 Just as a coupl e points of infornation 5 anindividual citizen who happens to serve on the school
6 for the Board. MNunber 1, just to address one of the 6 board. That was not the school board itself. The
7 allegations, based upon our information, the committee 7 school board met 60 hours ago and had the opportunity to
8 that looks at the applications before they' re presented 8 reconsider the resolution -- there was significant
9 tothe local public bodies are not nade up of |ocal 9 pressure to do so -- and chose not to. So | think -- |
10 officials. They're nmade up on |ocal economc 10 don't want anyone on this Board to feel that the school
11 devel opment staff. So | just wanted to make that point. |11 board has suddenly turned against this project.
12 And, also, thisis not the first 12 MR THOWPSON
13 Calcasieu Parish project to cone through the Board under | 13 | got you. And that sounded |ike that
14 the 2017 rules. They have done -- you know, GCal casieu 14 was the school board, but 1'mglad you clarified that.
15  has been very responsible, we have found, in how they 15 I's there anynore clarification that we
16 carried out their duty with regard to the newrules, and |16 need to know about from LED?
17 sothisis not the first tine that a Cal casieu 17 M. BOREQ S:
18 application has been presented to you and they weren't 18 No, sir. \W've presented you with what
19 changed in the past. So just wanted to make those 19 we think you need to consider this application.
20 points. 20 MR THOWPSON
21 MR WNDHAM 21 Ckay. Thank you.
22 Thank you. 22 MR WNDHAM
23 Al right. There's a substitute mtion |23 Thank you, Senator.
24 onthe floor. |'msorry. Senator. 24 Senator Chabert.
25 MR THOWPSON 25 MR CHABERT:
Page 74 Page 76
1 | wanted to conplinent Toget her 1 Thank you. That was ny question,
2 Louisiana on making us take a real close ook on all of 2 Senator Thonpson hit it, was the letter | had before ne
3 these statewde. But ny concernis, as it was earlier 3 explicitly says, "Acting in ny personal capacity as a
4 today, if the locals have done it, and even if you get a | 4 resident."
5 letter fromthe school board saying, "Vell, we'd like 5 M question is -- "and not as the parish
6 sonme additional information," | know many tines that 6 president" -- | nean, excuse ne -- "the school board
7 this body, over 40-sonething years of service, 1'd like 7 president."”
8 to go back and have another shot at the apple or do 8 M question is, did the gentleman, this
9 something differently, but | think it's our 9 nenber, vote for this prior?
10 responsibility to not cause maybe dissension -- nore 10 MR FRENCH
11 dissension in the comunity, but followthe rules. 11 He did.
12 If locals are for it, | hate to make a 12 MR CHABERT:
13 substitute motion to or support one that would put it 13 So he previously voted for it, and then
14 off if we see no great changes. |f sonebody can tell ne |14 is sending a letter for -- that's -- no further
15 other than, "I'd like to defeat it," but they've already |15 questions.
16 had that discussion. 16 MR WNDHAM
17 And if they' ve done sonething illegal, 17 Dr. Wison.
18 if they've done sonething out of line, 1'msure that 18 DR S WLSON
19  sonmebody's going to file suit or do sonething, but I 19 | was just going to nake the sane
20 think it's our responsibility to nake these conpanies or |20 statenent, that | think the school board nenber, if he
21 corporations work for the locals. And but | wanted to 21 voted unanimously, we have to accept his official vote
22 nmake that clear, and if you have anything that you 22 inthat capacity as a public official, and so | knowthe
23 disagree that's the LED or the other speakers, |'d like |23 gentleman -- and, again, the letter is not signed, and
24 tohear it right now that's different fromwhat we've 24 sol just have totake it on face value. | don't
25 talked about. 25 disagree with the opinions that folks have expressed as
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1 totheir concerns, but it's not our place to fix that. 1 M. BAKER
2 And | think delaying will just leave us in an open 2 Yes.
3 windowwith no obligation to act on any other party 3 M SMONS
4 because they've already acted, and so it just puts usin | 4 Mayor @ enn Brasseaux.
5 aholding pattern and | think it does more danage than 5 MAYCR BRASSEAUX:
6 good. 6 No.
7 MR WNDHAM 7 M. SMNS
8 Thank you, Dr. WIson. 8 Representative Paul Hollis.
9 Wth that, we have a substitute notion 9 M HLUS
10 onthe floor; it's been seconded. It's been objected 10 No.
11 to, sowe wll have arollcall. The mtionisto 11 M. SMNS
12 defer -- M. Mller, you want to state your notion 12 Maj or Col eman.
13 again? 13 MAICR COLEMAN
14 MR MLLER 14 No.
15 I's to defer to the February neeting. 15 M. SMONS
16 MR WNDHAM 16 R ckey Fabra.
17 Wi ch is 60 days-ish. 17 MR FABRA
18 MR MLLER 18 No.
19 Sxty, yeah, February 27th. 19 M. SMONS
20 MR WNDHAM 20 Manuel Faj ardo.
21 Al right it's been objected to, so now |21 M FAJARDQ
22 weneed arollcall vote. M. Smons. 22 No.
23 MR CHABERT: 23 M SMNS:
24 Wi ch way, what happens? 24 Jeral d Jones.
25 MR WNDHAM 25 (No response.)
Page 78 Page 80
1 ['msorry. [If you vote for the notion, 1 M SMWNS
2 this application will be deferred until February. If 2 Heat her Mal one.
3 you vote against the motion, we will proceed with the 3 M MLOE
4 origina notion to approve both of these applications, 4 No.
5 Driftwood LNG and HR Nu Blu Energy, LLC 5 M SMWNS
6 M. S mons. 6 Senator Franci s Thonpson.
7 M5 S MVONS: 7 MR THOWSON
8 Dr. Wison. 8 No.
9 MR WNDHAM 9 M IMONS
10 Wit. 1'vegot toturnit on. 10 M. Mller.
11 MBS MNS, 11 MR MLLER
12 Ckay. Dr. WIson. 12 No.
13 DR S WLSON 13 M. SSMNS
14 ['musually at end of the rollcall, but |14 Jan Mol ler.
15 ny vote is not to defer. No. 15 M MLLERR
16 M5 S MVONS: 16 Yes.
17 Don Briggs. 17 M. SIMONS,
18 MR BRG=S 18 Senator Chabert.
19 No. 19 M CHABERT:
20 M5 ST MVONS: 20 Nb.
21 Representative Devillier. 21 M WS
22 MR DEVILLIER 22 Secretary Don Pierson.
23 Nb. 23 SECRETARY PIERSON
24 M5 S MVONS: 24 No.
25 M. Baker. 25 M SMNS
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1 Ronni e Sl one. 1 Any di scussi on?
2 MR SLOE 2 (No response.)
3 No. 3 MR WNDHAM
4 MB. S MONS: 4 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye."
5 Bobby WI1ians. 5 (Several menbers respond "aye.")
6 MR WLLI AVE: 6 MR WNDHAM
7 No. 7 Al opposed with a "nay."
8 MB. S MONS: 8 (No response.)
9 Seve Wndham 9 MR WNDHAM
10 MR WNDHAM 10 Motion carries.
11 No. 11 M. GHENG
12 MB. S MONS: 12 There was al so a request by Exxon Mobil
13 V¢ have two yes and 17 no. 13 Corp to withdraw two of their applications: 20161912
14 MR WNDHAM 14 and 20161913. So those are being wthdrawn fromthe
15 Al right. Sothe motion to defer 15 agenda.
16 fails. 16 MR WNDHAM
17 Now we have a notion on the floor to 17 I's there a notion to approve the
18 approve the two, and | believe it was made by M. Robbie |18 withdraval ?
19 Mller and seconded by Dr. WIson. 19 Made by Myjor Col eman; seconded by Dr.
20 Any further discussion on the motionto |20 WIson.
21 approve these two applications? 21 Any di scussion on the withdraval ?
22 (No response.) 22 (No response.)
23 MR WNDHAM 23 MR WNDHAM
24 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye." 24 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye."
25 (Several menbers respond "aye.") 25 (Several menbers respond "aye.")
Page 82 Page 84
1 M WNHAM 1 M WNHAM
2 Al opposed with a "nay." 2 Al opposed with a "nay."
3 (No response.) 3 (No response.)
4 M WNHAM 4 M WNHAM
5 Motion carries. 5 Motion carries.
6 Thank you, M. Cheng. 6 B GHENG
7 MB. GHENG 7 Ckay. V¢ have 20170552, Bancroft Bag,
8 V¢ need to approve HR Nu Blu Energy as 8 Incorporated in Quachita Parish; 20170154 Chal nette
9 well. 9 Refining, LLCin S. Bernard Parish; 20161911 Exxon
10 MR WNDHAM 10 Mbil Corporation in East Baton Rouge Parish; 20161914
11 The motion was to approve both of them 11 Exxon Mbil Corporation in East Baton Rouge Parish; and
12 MB. GHENG 12 20161915 Exxon Mobil Corporation in Vst Baton Rouge
13 Ch, for both. Ckay. 13 Parish; 20180413, G aham Packing Conpany, LP in East
14 M WNHAM 14 Baton Rouge Parish; 20170155, PBF Logistics, LPin &.
15 To approve both of them 15  Bernard Parish; 20170377, Pala Interstate LLCin
16 Al right. P ease proceed. 16  Livingston Parish; 20161917 Peppers Whlimted of
17 Ve GHENG 17 Louisiana, Inc. in . Mrtin Parish; 20180378, Shell
18 V¢ have 14 post - Executive O der 2018 18 (Chenical LPin Ascension Parish; and 20170378,
19 rule applications: 20180149, Diversified Foods & 19 Sevendal e Road, LLCin Livingston Parish.
20 Seasonings is requesting to defer until February. 20 MR WNDHAM
21 Diversified Foods is requesting to defer till February. 21 Al right. Thank you, M. Cheng.
22 MR WNDHAM 22 Al right. V& have a nunber of cards
23 Al right. Isthere amotionto allow 23 related to the Exxon Mbile applications. So with that,
24 for the deferral of Dversified Foods? 24 1'mgoing toinvite -- sone of themdon't indicate
25 Made by M. Sone; second by M. Malone. |25 whether or not they're for or against, so | amgoing to
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1 invite the ones that say against first. Sowhat |'m 1 The CEOof this board -- excuse ne -- of the conpany is
2 goingtodois|'mgoingto call out the person, and 2 making $14-nmllion. The deficit for our EBR schools is
3 then I'mgoing to call out the personto be on deck asa | 3 $16-nillion. That's the noney we need to teach our
4 basebal | term 4 children. Now he gets one year as much as we have as a
5 So, first, we have Kirk Geen that would | 5 deficit for our entire year. Vé're talking a lot of
6 like to discuss the Exxon project, and on deck we will 6 noney. | don't nmake near that.
7 have Donald Victorian. So these individuals could come 7 Now, your vote today is going to tell us
8 forvard, identify themsel ves and tell us your thoughts. 8 whether Louisiana will put children first or conpany
9 P ease step forward. 9 profits first. Qur children's right to a good education
10 MR GREEN 10 and the promsed social mobility of the Awrican dream
11 Kirk Geen. 11 isinportant and at stake in sone of the these decisions
12 MR WNDHAM 12 you are naking.
13 Two to three minutes, please. Keep it 13 V¢ have, as Dr. King said, a promssory
14 concise. Don't repeat what was said before, not that 14 note. It isfor all of us. It isnot for the benefit
15 anything has been said in your case. 15 of the few for the rich, for the white, for the black,
16 MR GREEN 16 for the Republican, for the Denuocrat.
17 Yes, sir. Thank you to the Board. M 17 MR WNDHAM
18 naneis Kirk Geen. First of all, I'ma parent of an 18 You have one minute |eft.
19 EBRstudent. M daughter attends Baton Rouge Magnet 19 MR GREEN
20 Hgh School. 1'ma teacher, a history teacher in the 20 Thank you, sir.
21 EBRschool system |'malso a honeowner and a taxpayer |21 So Benjanmin Franklin and our Foundi ng
22 for East Baton Rouge. 22 Fathers gave us a government of the people, by the
23 First, I'dlike to bring alittle bit of |23 people and for the people, not for the sharehol ders by
24 history into the context. I|f we renenber, we did have a |24 the corporations and for profit. V¢ sinply ask that
25 prior systemof governnent called the Articles of 25 equitable support of a society that benefits so heavily
Page 86 Page 88
1 CQonfederation. Under the Articles of Confederation, 1 fromthis society.
2 there was a conplete failure of the government, thanks 2 Thank you, sir.
3 tothings like Shay's Rebellion. Shay's Rebellion was 3 MR WNDHAM
4 an upheaval of the farners when the tax burden was 4 Thank you.
5 shifted conpletely upon them so much so that they were 5 Donal d M ctorian.
6 abletotake away their farns, and that lead to the 6 MR M CTCR AN
7 downfall of the Articles of Confederation and the 7 Thank you. M name is Donald Victorian,
8 constitution that we have. 8 and | live at 8545 Hooper Road here in Baton Rouge. ['m
9 Inthe light of that, Benjanin Franklin 9 aretired petroleumchemst with 35 years of experience.
10 wote to Robert Mrris, "The failure of our people in 10 These exenptions are inappropriate
11 paying taxes is highly bl aneable. The unwillingness to |11 because tax exenptions don't seemto be, in ny opinion,
12 pay themis still more so. | see in some resolutions of |12 the proper incentive for a conpany to |ocate or not
13 town neetings, a petition against giving congress power 13 locate -- not locate in a particular area.
14 totake, as they call it, the people's noney out of 14 M wife worked as an educator in East
15 their pockets. They seemto nmistake the point. Al 15 Baton Rouge school s in excess of 11 years. She worked
16 property seens to be taxable for public good. He that 16 inthe alternative school system Her disappointment in
17 does not like civil society on these terns, let him 17 the proper funding of necessary resources of those
18 retire and live among the savages. He can have no right |18 schools helped to influence her decision to move to
19 to the benefits of society who will not pay the support 19 Wllis, Texas school system
20 of it." 20 It's ny belief that the approval of
21 So that we are clear on some of the 21 these tax exenptions wll continue to drive qualified
22 nunbers, the quarterly profit for Exxon in the first 22 educators away fromEast Baton Rouge Parish in search of
23 quarter, 4.7-billion; second quarter, 4-billion; third 23 better opportunities.
24 quarter, 6.2-billion -- excuse ne -- .24-billion. That 24 Therefore, the proper funding of East
25 isjust profit enriching sharehol ders and board nenbers. |25 Baton Rouge schools is nore inportant than the proper
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1 developnent and -- |'msorry -- proper enbellishnent of 1 policies that are put in place on their behalf every
2 corporate profits. 2 day, and they can do absol utely nothing about it.
3 Thank you. 3 | could go on and on about how I'ma
4 MR WNDHAM 4 taxpayer and how | have honeownership right here in this
5 Thank you. 5 city. Yes, | do pay property taxes, and if |'mwlling
6 Dr. TiaMlls. Please step forward. 6 to put the investment of the children into play know ng
7 It's not indicated for or against. 7 that it's a good one, businesses and industry need to
8 And on deck we have Kathryn Gigshy. 8 seeit as the same thing too.
9 Please step forvward and identify yoursel ves. 9 MR WNDHAM
10 R MLLS 10 Thank you, M. MIIs.
11 Qod norning. M naneis Tia MIls. | 11 Next we have M. Kathryn Qigsby, and
12 amPresident of the East Baton Rouge Parish Association |12 Dianne Hanley is on deck.
13 of Educators, and |I'malso a public school teacher in 13 M5 CR GSBY:
14  East Baton Rouge Parish School System This has been an | 14 Good nor ni ng.
15 issue that | have been fighting for quite sone tine, and | 15 MR WNDHAM
16 the only thing that | can look at when |'ve been inthe |16 P ease identify yourself.
17 process of noving through this entire journey is the 17 M5, CRIGSBY:
18 fact that the students that | serve deserve so much 18 | am M nane is Kathryn Gigsby. |'m
19 better than what they have. 19 alifetine resident of East Baton Rouge Parish, and |
20 ["'mnot in favor of giving away dollars |20 began ny personal professional career as a teacher in
21 that could be used to best serve our students. 1'm 21 East Baton Rouge Parish School System | cone froma
22 currently at a school that is an alternative systemfor |22 fanily of educators. M grandparents, ny mother. M
23 elementary-aged children, and the school that |'mat, 23 nomactual ly was eight hours of short of a Ph.D. And
24 the building that | currently work in, it's been onthe |24 once we needed, when | was in high school, a plunber,
25 condermed list for years. |'ve never, since |'ve served |25 and she figured out that if she were being paid what the
Page 90 Page 92
1 in the school system obtained a salary increase. |'ve 1 plunber was being paid for the hours that she spent
2 been working for the school systemfor alnost 10 years. 2 teaching children, in the classroomonly, not at hone,
3 There are a nunber of things that ny 3 she woul d have been making $60,000 a year. And I'd
4 students don't get conpared to other schools. The 4 venture to say there's not very many teachers -- and
5 ‘entiredistrict as a whole, we have linted resources. 5 that was over 30 years ago.
6 & don't have a lot of technology in our building, and 6 A any rate, what | want you-all to
7 tothink that this is what | have -- | have to go above 7 think about and consider is that these dollars, you
8 and beyond. So many of our enployees give out of their 8 teach, you educate, you touch the future. Al of these
9 own pockets in order to make sure that our children 9 business and industries are conplaining about not having
10 obtain an education that's conducive to really learning, |10 educated workforce, and if you want an educated
11 because right now -- 11 workforce, you ve got to pay for that. You can't just
12 MR WNDHAM 12 say "(h, let's revard these people." This system came
13 Two m nut es. 13 into being 80 years ago, and little has changed. And we
14 R MLLS 14 reward the wealthy to continue a good ol boy's club,
15 -- right now they' re not. 15 and we can't afford that. Wen you have a state that is
16 I've been fighting this fight along with | 16 wllfully ignorant and benign neglect, when you all ow
17 many others. V¢'ve taken it to the court system V¢ 17 things like this to continue, you' ve got to think about
18  need business and industry to pay their fair share to 18 our future, and these conpanies want educated peopl e.
19 our children. Thisiswhoit is ultinately about. Yes, |19 They want peopl e who can read; they want peopl e who can
20 business and industry, they're doing very well, but what |20 do math. And we need this money in East Baton Rouge
21 about then? Forget about the fact that enpl oyees nay 21 Parish in our school system You would be appalled at
22 not be getting their due diligence, but what about the 22 the schools' --
23 children? They can't fight for themselves. Soit isup |23 MR WNDHAM
24 forus--it'suptoustodoso Itisuptoustodo |24 Two m nut es.
25 that, and that's what we're doing because there are 25 M5, CRIGSBY:
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1 -- condition, if you want to walk 1 mnd would take seriously that is an incentive to give
2 through them and see where there's ceiling tiles 2 me noney for sonething | have been able to do on ny own
3 falling off. 3 without you.
4 V¢ used to have a fine education system 4 Thank you very much.
5 in East Baton Rouge Parish. You have an opportunity 5 MR WNDHAM
6 today to ensure that that process begins again. And 6 Thank you, M. Hanley.
7 it's not just East Baton Rouge Parish. [t's our entire 7 Inthe interest of other applicants
8 state. Mllions and hillions of dollars are flying out 8 other than the Exxons, we have been requested to
9 the door. 9 consider those that don't have public coment, so those
10 Thank you. 10 include -- M. Cheng, if you'll read off the just the
11 MR WNDHAM 11 nanes real quick.
12 Thank you, Ms. Gigshy. 12 MB. GHENG
13 M. Hanley, step forward and identify 13 Excl udi ng Exxon?
14 yourself. 14 MR WNDHAM
15 M. HANLEY: 15 Excl udi ng Exxon.
16 | amDianne Hanley. | live here in East | 16 MB. GHENG
17  Baton Rouge Parish. 17 And | just want to note, these all goto
18 The Exxon exenptions are inappropriate 18 the locals after y'all give prelimnary approval.
19  because they do not neet the standards that they should | 19 MR WNDHAM
20 beinthe best interest of this state. The rules have 20 Al right.
21 been tweaked and tweaked, and | followed it for over two |21 M. GHENG
22 years. | watched how the rules have been tweaked and 22 2017 --
23 tweaked to be so vague and broad that the applications 23 MR WNDHAM
24 that are before you followa newinterpretation that | 24 You don't have to read the nunber, just
25 do not believe are true to the intent of full-time 25 the nanes.
Page 94 Page 96
1 equivalent jobs. There aren't enough full-term 1 B GHENG
2 equivalent jobs created to warrant the amount of noney 2 Bancroft Bag, Inc., Calunmet Refining,
3 being foregone, given away, especially fromschools. 3 LLC GahamPackagi ng Conpany, LP, PBF Logistics, LP,
4 This is inportant to me because all ny 4 PalalInterstate, LLP, Peppers Wnlimted of Louisiana,
5 children are teachers. They live here, two of them 5 Inc., Shell Chemcal LP and Sevendal e Road, LLC
6 They work in a different parish because of the salaries. 6 MR WNDHAM
7 (ne of themhas noved away. That's why it's inportant 7 Al right. Are there any coments from
8 tone. W need better salaries to attract and keep good | 8 the public concerning any of those applications?
9 teachers. 9 Yes, please step forward, identify
10 [f you approve this exenption, that will |10 yourself. Only those, not Exxon.
11 not bring ny children here to work. You are taking, 11 V5. PRANIIC
12 one, noney away fromteachers and giving it to Exxon. 12 Vell, first of all, I"mgoing to kind of
13 Exxon does not need it to stay here, but ny children 13 address generally all of the applications.
14 need it to stay here. |'masking you not to do that 14 MR WNDHAM
15 Dbecause it is against -- not to do that, not to give the |15 I dentify yourself.
16 exenption because it is against the interest of ny 16 MB. PRANJI C
17 children and the interest of this state. 17 And ny nane is Jessica Pranjic. |'mthe
18 Finally, Exxonis saying that they need |18 Manager of Communications and VWrkforce Devel opnent with
19 anincentive to do something that they did a year and a |19 the Geater Baton Rouge Industry Alliance, and on behal f
20 half ago. That is not an incentive. They finished the |20 of our 60-plus industrial nmenber facilities in the
21 construction project 18 nonths ago. \Wé're not saying we |21 greater Baton Rouge area, we would just like to urge the
22 blame themfor doing that. You gave them pernission. 22 Conmerce and Industry Board to approve all of the | TEP
23 Hght-two years of this programgives thempernission to |23 applications on the agenda today, of course, assumng
24 go do sonething and then come say, "V¢ need money to do |24 that they meet your criteria. And we believe that
25 it." But nobody on this Board and nobody in their right |25 should the Commerce and Industry Board not approve these
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1 exenptions, it is going to send a strong signal to those | 1 pretty fast there. You're not suggesting we do away
2 interested ininvesting in Louisiana that the |aws 2 with Honestead Exenption because --
3 witten as they are cannot be counted on and the 3 M. PRANJI C
4 instability caused woul d nake instant news that woul d 4 No.
5 travel literally around the globe with the signal that 5 MR THOWPSON
6 Louisiana is too unpredictable for business. 6 Ma' an?
7 Inour role at BRA we work closely 7 M. PRANJI C
8 with hundreds of contracting conpanies within our region | 8 " mnot.
9 hel ping themnavigate and understand the safety and 9 MR THOWPSON
10 skilled requirenments needed to construct, operate and 10 (kay. Because it woul d change ny
11  nmaintain these technol ogical |y sophisticated plants. W |11 opinion of Exxon and everybody else. You get ny drift?
12 alsointeract with high schools, trade schools and 12 Thank you.
13 universities so that they understand the specific skills | 13 MR WNDHAM
14 needed to prepare the industrial workforce, and we 14 Thank you, Senator.
15 interact wth many nonprofits who seek donations and 15 Al right. Are there any further
16 grants helping to make the necessary connections in 16 coments fromthe public concerning the ones that are
17 order to find funding for their causes. 17 not Exxon that were previously nentioned?
18 Al of these groups enpl oy peopl e and 18 (No response.)
19 benefit fromthe industrial manufacturers being located | 19 MR WNDHAM
20 inthis region, especially Exxon Mbil, whichis the 20 I's there a motion to approve, other than
21 largest of these. Exxon Mbil has been a steadfast 21 Exxon?
22 supporter of many activities and organizations that 22 Made by M. Mller; seconded by
23 provide a positive affect on our community, not only 23 M. Sone
24 nonetarily, but alsoinaway that lifts the spirit of 24 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye."
25 the peopl e here. 25 (Several menbers respond "aye.")
Page 98 Page 100
1 Fromthe products people buy in grocery 1 MR WNDHAM
2 stores to the volunteers hel ping kids and teachers at 2 Al opposed with a "nay."
3 schools or building hones for the needy and to the many 3 (No response.)
4 business owners who sell product to industry, the 4 MR WNDHAM
5 positive effects we see are unmstakable. Industry 5 Motion carries.
6 already pays for two-thirds of all of the property taxes | 6 Al right. W& are going to go back to
7 paidinthe Capital Region and at a higher percentage in | 7  Exxon.
8 other parts of the state. 8 Next we have M. Edgar Cage, and on deck
9 I'n addition, business and industry pays 9  Angel a Reans- Brown.
10 for half of all property taxes paidinthe state. To 10 Again, just to remnd everyone, if it's
11 say that industry should pay nore property taxes is like |11 already been said -- | know M. Cage has used the
12 saying that homeowners shoul d give up their Honestead 12 “ditto" statement before. In the interest of tine --
13 Exenption. Qur state's laws are set; the personal 13 M CAE
14 property and | TEP rules are set, soit's tine for us to |14 | will try to appropriate this tine.
15 approve these application and just |et the systemwork 15 MR WNDHAM
16 and let the results continue to build in our 16 Thank you.
17 comuni ties. 17 M CAE
18 So thank you for your tine. 18 M name is Edgar Cage. |'mwith
19 MR WNDHAM 19  Toget her Baton Rouge and Together Louisiana. |'ve been
20 Thank you. 20 afrequent visitor to this Board of Commerce and
21 Are there any questions by any of the 21 Industry, to this Capital and to this room | just want
22 Board menbers? 22 totell you about the four exenptions that you have
23 Senat or  Thonpson. 23 before you fromExxon Mobil.
24 MR THOWPSON 24 For over 83 years we have been giving
25 You wasn't suggesting -- you were going |25 away mllions of dollars to multibillion-dollar
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1 international conpanies by approving ad val oremtax 1 wll affect the citizens of this great Sate of
2 exenptions. The rich have gotten richer, when, 2 Louisiana. | would like to appear to a different part
3 unfortunately, the poor have gotten poorer, and renain 3 of your body, your heart.
4 the sane. Wen | ook around ny community, | see bad 4 (ften while watching TV we'll see
5 roads, failing schools, underpaid policenen and access 5 comercials that either warmour hearts or make us cry.
6 issues to healthy food and health care. These are just 6 It all depends on what we see and what we hear. ['m
7 some of the critical issues that need to be addressed. 7 asking each of you to take a minute to visualize a
8 Recently, in the last election, | 8 classroom a classroomw th a teacher who is fatigued
9 supported two tax neasures to begin to address road 9 fromworking an extra job to nake ends meet the night
10 issues and nental health availability. V¢ have been 10 before. Envision the classroomlacking the most
11 rubber-stanping these | TEP exenptions without criteria 11 innovative technology that will assist our students in
12 and standards. |f we had neaningful, fair and balanced |12 learning. |nagine the parent who i s unable to assist
13 criteria and standards, the tax neasures that | just 13 her child with their honework and can't afford to hire a
14 voted on may not have even been necessary. \¢ could 14 tutor, but could and woul d benefit froman after school
15 have had enough and sufficient funds to do what needs to |15 extended day program Envision the citizens of this
16  be done in our community. 16 great state paying additional taxes to support their
17 And | would like to comvend our East 17 local schools, even after their children have graduated
18 Baton Rouge Metro Gouncil and other taxing entities 18 and moved away fromthe State of Louisiana. Envision
19 across the state that have established those fair and 19  the teachers who do beconme nationally board certified
20 balanced criteria and standards and are not just 20 and earn advanced degrees moving away fromtheir
21 rubber-stanpi ng. 21 neighboring schools to a state so that they can afford
22 These exenptions that you are 22 tocare for their children and their famlies.
23 considering today will not affect the decision on 23 MR WNDHAM
24 whether the projects will cone. They are here and 24 Two m nut es.
25 operating, and they did not need your approval or our 25 M. BROM

Page 102 Page 104
1 approval for the exenption. Because they did not need 1 Now i magi ne that teacher is you.
2 themand the projects are conplete, we shoul d not give 2 Imagine that parent is you. Inagine that student is
3 it tothem Let's start today not to stop 3 your child, and inagine the taxpaying citizen as
4 rubber-stanping these exenptions and serve all citizens, 4 yourself. Mke a decision today that will warmyour
5 not just big business. P ease deny these exenptions. 5 heart and not nmake it cry. \ote no on these
6 Thank you. 6 applications, because these applications wll not create
7 MR WNDHAM 7 any additional jobs and they have already been
8 Thank you, M. Cage. 8  conpl eted.
9 M. Angel a Reans-Brown, and on deck we 9 Thank you, |adies and gentlenen, and
10 have Robin Mul der. 10 Merry Christnas.
1 P ease identify yourself. 1 MR WNDHAM
12 M. BROM 12 Thank you, M. Reans. You too.
13 Good morning. 1" mAngel a Reans- Brown. 13 M. Mul der, and on deck we have
14 I"maretired educator fromthe East Baton Rouge Parish |14 Aexandra dark.
15 School Systemwith 33 and a half years. |'mthe proud 15 MR MOULDER
16 mother of a son that just turned 35 this week, and he's | 16 M name is Robin Mulder. | ama
17 agraduate of the East Baton Rouge Parish School System |17 homeowner in East Baton Rouge Parish. These exenptions
18 but currently resides in the Sate of Texas. And I'm 18 and those this Board has passed in the past have and
19 the President of the East Baton Rouge Federation of 19 wll require homeowners and all other classes of
20 Teachers. 20 business, commercial, office space, apartnment,
21 As | sat here and |istened ny 21 residential, all other kinds of businesses, to pay nore
22 colleagues, | decided to approach ny message froma 22 property tax so that we can all have the sane |evel of
23 different point of view that of a storyteller and a 23 government services we have today, that's sheriff,
24 teacher. Al of the facts have been laid out about the |24 schools and the netro.
25  consequences of your actions and how your decision today |25 V¢ all pay nore so that we can exenpt
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1 Bxxon frompaying its share of the property tax. Wy? 1 psychol ogi st |eaves or retires, they are not replaced,
2 Wiy are we doing that? Wy are we giving Exxon and 2 just as with many other positions in the school system
3 other large industria firns an exenption to the taxes 3 Wien one | eaves, they just double our workload, which
4 we all pay, you pay? V¢ hope they'Il provide nore jobs. 4 adds nore stress on us, and, yet, our pay remains the
5 W don't require proof. V¢ don't have any idea what 5 same. Lack of funds al so neans |ess teachers enpl oyed,
6 they really did. Ve arejust taking it on faith that 6 which makes it harder to get the paperwork | need as
7 they are going to have nore jobs because we gave them 7 part of the special education evaluation. And may | add
8 their exenption to our taxes. 8 that all of that information is mandated by the federal
9 An ex-Mtro Gouncil nenber at the Baton 9 government, so | have to have it fromthe teachers as
10 Rouge Metro Qouncil -- 1'mgoing to paraphrase him |'m |10 part of the reports. Due to understaffing, teachers
11 sure I'mnot quoting himexactly -- said that that is 11 don't have planning periods or free tine to conplete the
12 like shooting of case of shotgun shells straight upin 12 required paperwork.
13 theair and calling it duck hunting. Inthis particular |13 The funding issue is so bad that ny
14 case, two years after they did the work, the flock of 14 departnent, Pupil Appraisal, is rationing out paper to
15  ducks is already on the other side of the hill before 15 us knowi ng that our job is paper based. Sonetines we
16 they started shooting. You' re wasting ammunition, ny 16 can do areport on a student that's over 30 pages |ong.
17 tax money. 17 So just inagine each of us probably eval uates at |east
18 MR WNDHAM 18 50 kids a year. There's like 60 to 70 of us altoget her,
19 Thank you, M. Mul der. 19 sothat's alot of reports and that's a lot of paper,
20 Aexandra dark, please step forward, 20 and they're rationing paper out to us for a paper-based
21 identify yourself. On deck we have Val encia Johnson, | 21 job. That's howbad it is. That's how muich noney we
22 believe. Valencia. 22 need. Wthout paper, | can't print the reports that are
23 AUD ENCE MEMBER 23 required to give a student the services they qualify
24 Val encia had to go. 24 for, which is both unethical and illegal.
25 MR WNDHAM 25 Keep in nind that Louisiana is Nunber 1
Page 106 Page 108
1 (h, okay. Thank you. 1 to Nunber 2 in nost resources. \% are the richest
2 n deck then ve have Joyce WIIians. 2 state, but, yet, we have the poorest schools, the
3 AUD ENCE MEMBER 3 poorest school systens. V¢'re at the bottomof the
4 She did too. 4 Dbarrel wth reading, math, quality of life and
5 MR WNDHAM 5 everything else, but we have all of these resources at
6 She had to | eave. 6 our disposal, but we don't access it because you keep
7 Al right. Qetchen Lanpe. 7 giving this noney away.
8 M5 LAVPE 8 MR WNDHAM
9 That's ne. 9 Two m nut es.
10 MR WNDHAM 10 M5 CLARK:
11 You're on deck, M. Lanpe. 11 Basi cal |y approving exenptions |eads to
12 Ms. CLARK 12 no noney for the school system which |eads to not
13 God norning. M nane is Alexandra 13 enough supplies or enpl oyees, and our children's
14 Qark, and I'ma school psychologist in the EBR School 14 education and future will suffer. These children are
15  System 15  supposed to be our future and our future |awyers,
16 As a school psychol ogist, ny main job 16  doctors, engineers and future process operators in the
17 responsibility is to eval uate students for special 17 plant. If you don't stop these exenptions, we will all
18 education eligibility. During the 2010-2011 school 18 soon regret it.
19 year, ny first year with EBR ny had close to 20 19 MR WNDHAM
20 psychol ogists. Nowwe are down to just 11, and two are |20 Thank you, nma'am
21 set toretire this school year. That's currently 11 21 M. Lanpe, and | believe on deck we have
22 school psychol ogists for 80-sonething school s once you 22 Jean Qoco.
23 include the private and charter schools that we have to |23 P ease identify yourself.
24 serve. 24 MB. LAVPE
25 Due to our lack of funds, when a 25 H. I"'mGQetchen Lanpe. |'menployed
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1 by the Louisiana Association of Educators. | represent 1 MR WNDHAM
2 the education enpl oyees in EBR 2 Thank you, M. Lanpe.
3 Just an aside conment before | nmake ny 3 Jean Coco. And then | believe that is
4 regular ones, the person who spoke before about how much | 4 all of ny opposition cards, and then we'll have the in
5 property tax the corporations of Louisiana are paying, 5 support of.
6 that they pay over half of the property taxes. |f 6 MS. Q00
7 you-al| happen to have the chance to ook at the | TEP 7 Qod norning. M name is Jean Qoco.
8 video that was done by Together Baton Rouge about why 8 |'mrepresenting the League of VWnen Voters of Baton
9 Louisiana remains in poverty, it may be because our 9 PRouge. | alsoteach witing at LSU |'mfroma famly
10 corporations property and the reason they're paying half |10 that has lived in this state for six generations, and
11 the property taxes is when your property is worth 11 I"malso a product of public schools, K through college.
12 $3.1-billion, that's a whole ot nore than that person 12 So | thank you for letting me speak today. | appreciate
13 who's getting a Homestead Exenption for their $115, 000 13 it.
14 home. Not only that, between 67 percent to 95 percent 14 So | have alittle story to tell. |
15 of that property is exenpted at this point, and they are |15 left Louisiana in 1999 with ny spouse, a native of
16 not paying taxes onit. 16  Wsconsin, for acadenmcs. So we had a good job offer in
17 You' ve heard of the phrase that it wll 17 Rochester, New York. So ny daughter was a ki ndergart ner
18 be a great day when schools are funded and the Ar Force |18 at Buchanan Henentary, where | was very active in the
19 has to have a bake sale to buy airplanes. The enployees |19 PTA  She happened to be in a gifted program and | felt
20 that | work with every day are trying to nmake sure that 20 terribly guilty about the fact that ny gifted child --
21 students have a great public school education. Qur 21 all of the kids there were gifted -- was in class with
22 econom ¢ devel opnent job is to prepare students for 22 only six students, whereas next door, the regul ar
23 future jobs that we are creating today and don't know 23 students, had classroons of 30. Actually, those were
24 what they're going to look like. It takes resources to |24 the kids that needed more help, nore one-on-one
25 have great public schools. 25 attention, a lower teacher-student ratio,

Page 110 Page 112
1 Inthe last 10 years, EBR just like 1 student-teacher ratio. So off we went to New York,
2 every other school systemin Louisiana, has had one, 2 where | have to say ny kids, for 10 years, had an
3 only one, dine of increase in per-pupil funding fromthe | 3 amazing education because class sizes were capped at 20.
4 Mnimm Foundation Program Now, that's on the 4 The property taxes | paid year to year were the property
5 legislature for doing that, but you have approved 47 tax | 5 ‘taxes | paidin anonth in New York, where teachers had
6 exenptions, which means that local revenue that we need 6 master degrees after five years and were paid very wvell.
7 to educate these students for future jobs is not comng 7 And | had a kid with some | earning issues, and she was
8 in. Because of the starvation of our school systens, 8 serviced just extraordinarily well. Then we noved to
9 and that's every school systemin this state that's 9 North Carolina, where we also had a fine education.
10 being starved, we're facing a $23-nillion deficit in EBR | 10 So then we came back to Louisiana about
11 this year. 11 18 years later because we kind of wanted to cone back
12 MR WNDHAM 12 and do sonething good for our state. M husband got a
13 Two i nut es. 13 job at LSU He's Dean of Library at LSU and |'mstill
14 MB. LAVPE 14 teaching there.
15 You' re now preparing to grant a tax 15 M WNHAM
16 incentive for projects that were conpleted in the past 16 Two m nut es.
17 and were actual |y we're acquiring capital equi prent, 17 M5, Q00
18 which is the cost of doing business if you own a 18 And | was shocked to see all of the
19 conpany. 19  volunteers we have in the state for Teach for Anerica,
20 ["I1 be now |ooking for a day when | 20 dty Year, AmeriCorps, that cone fromstates that
21 don't have to cone and beg you to deny tax exenptions 21 educate these kid well, and then they come in here and
22 that we believe don't neet the | TEP requirenents. 22 do charity work for us because we're really not paying
23 Thank you so very much for giving me an |23 our way because ve give so nany tax breaks to big
24 opportunity to speak to you today, and you-all have a 24 conpanies that aren't going to go anywhere el se because
25 real good hol i day. 25 we have the Mssissippi and the Qilf and they' ve already
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1 got stuff going on here. So it really nakes ne sad that 1 before you, two are in East Baton Rouge Parish and one
2 nothing's really changed here, and | watch poor kids get 2 isfor our facility in Port Allen, and we have our plant
3 poor education and have no alternatives. 3 nmanagenent here that can give you nore information about
4 | registered people to vote at the CATS 4 those specific projects that were involved. V¢ can
5 bus station and watched people wait two hours for a bus 5 provide you with the details of the investnent that wes
6 togettoajobinterview |It's enbarrassing. Wen are | 6 nmade.
7 we going to step up and not be 48, 49, 50 in education? 7 As it's been pointed out by some of the
8 V¢ have a miltimllion, billion dollar conpany all over 8 speakers, the investnent was made in 2017. However, in
9 thisriver, all over this state taking our resources. 9 anindustry like ours, we don't just build a unit in one
10  And then, yes, of course you would go to Texas to teach |10 year and say that we're done. Alot of the investnent
11 or to New York where a teacher woul d nake $90,000 a 11 on these three sites that we chose as a conpany to go
12 year. 12 forward with were to pave the way for future investnent,
13 MR WNDHAM 13 and our plant manager is here can speak to you about
14 Al right. Start wapping it up, 14 that. So they were strategic; they were conpetitive.
15  please. 15 | want to also point out that our
16 M5, Q00 16  conpany, we cannot take it for granted that they're
17 Thank you. 17 going to continue to invest in Baton Rouge. That is
18 MR WNDHAM 18 nmsinformation. V¢'re a global conpany. As you guys
19 Thank you. 19 have heard, we're investing right now $20-billion in the
20 Al right. Is there anyone else onthe |20 Qif Coast, sothat's a great opportunity for Louisiana.
21 opposition side that has not filled out a card that 21 It's also agreat opportunity for Texas. And that
22 would like to address the Board? 22 investnent --
23 (No response.) 23 MR WNDHAM
24 MR WNDHAM 24 Two ninut es.
25 Al right. Not seeing anyone, we wll 25 MS. CARA LE
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1 gowth the ones in support of the projects. | guess 1 -- it's conpetitive. So we have to use
2 we'll start off with Sephanie Cargile, and on deck 2 prograns like ITEP to bring that investment here.
3 we'll have Chris Barker. 3 The nost inportant thing | ask of you
4 P ease step forward and identify 4 today is to be predictable for us. |f you choose one
5 yourself. And, again, lint your comments to two to 5 conpany to single out, our conpany has fol | owed the
6 three mnutes, three ninutes, and don't repeat what has 6 rules, and like the folks that are here today, they're
7 been said previously if possible. 7 choosi ng one conpany to target. There have been nany
8 M5, CARG LE 8 applications that you guys have approved wth no
9 H. Thisis Sephanie Cargile with 9 comments, no questions that had 2017 investnents, and
10 Exxon Mbbil in Baton Rouge, and | amalso a Baton Rouge |10 these folks have not singled out. And we just ask for
11 native, like many of the speakers that you' ve heard 11 predictability and for fairness going forward.
12 today. 12 MR WNDHAM
13 I think the first thing | want to say, 13 Thank you, M. Cargile.
14 because ny job is the Public Affairs Manager here in 14 Senator Chabert may have a question.
15 Baton Rouge, is that we |ove teachers, and the mgjority |15 MR CHABERT:
16 of the community investnents that we nake in the Baton 16 Yes. M. Cargile, you're a
17 Rouge area is to education to support our teachers. In |17 representative of Exxon, how much did y'all pay in
18 fact, last night we vere honored at the school board for |18 property taxes |ast year?
19 being the largest corporate donor of the East Baton 19 M5, CARA LE
20 Rouge Parish School System and that's a conmtnent we 20 W' re the largest property taxpayer in
21 take seriously, to support education in the community, 21 East Baton Rouge.
22 and we'll continue to do so. Sothat isreality. It's |22 MR CHABERT:
23 not sonething we have to inagine. It's happening right |23 You're the largest property taxpayer in
24 now and it wll continue to happen. 24 East Baton Rouge Parish.
25 In particular, the three applications 25 M5, CARA LE
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1 And the state. 1 challenges in our state on a daily basis because we
2 MR CHABERT: 2 don't have any noney as |egislators to appropriate it
3 And the state. 3 properly because we don't collect enough because we have
4 MS. CARA LE 4 the lowest gas tax in the doggone country.
5 V¢ pay around 32 to 33-mllion annually. 5 Phillip Devillier hates it when | say
6 MR CHABERT: 6 that.
7 | just wanted to -- it's inportant to 7 DR S WLSN
8 get all of the information out there. Nunbers are 8 Secretary Wlson |ikes when you say
9 nunbers; math is math; one plus one equal s two. Period. 9 that.
10 If they're the largest taxpayer in the state, they're 10 MR CHABERT:
11 the largest taxpayer in the state. 11 But it's true.
12 AUD ENCE MEMBERS: 12 Traffic in East Baton Rouge backs up
13 How often do they get exenptions? That 13 every day. Wy? Because we don't have noney to pour
14 cancels it out. 14 another bridge? Wy? Because we don't collect enough
15 MR WNDHAM 15 infrastructure tax to inprove it. Exxon hates that,
16 My’ am 16  so...
17 MR CHABERT: 17 MR WNDHAM
18 Al right. | thinkit's very inportant, |18 Thank you, Senator Chabert.
19 and | don't want y'all to get all riled out about that. 19 MR CHABERT:
20 Al right. Just listen. It's aholistic -- you have to |20 So we all need to work on this together.
21 look at things froma holistic view Ckay? You can 21 MR WNDHAM
22 choose not to, but you have to. Al right? 22 Thank you, Senator.
23 The Sate of Louisiana generates the 23 M. Mller.
24 nmgjority of its tax revenue on two things, and I think 24 MR MLLER
25 it'swong and | think we need to change it. So as muich |25 Yes, ma'am | have -- actually | have a
Page 118 Page 120
1 passion as we have for this, we need toreally work ona | 1 Iot of thoughts, but | just want to ask you a few
2 constitutional convention. That's ny plug to y'all. 2 questions.
3 Because that's where a lot of the problens in our state 3 You mentioned that this project has
4 lie. AndI'mtelling -- look, M. Cargile probably 4 been -- several people have nentioned that this project
5 doesn't want that, and a lot of businesses out there 5 has been finished. Wen was the decision or
6 don't want that, but we have an inherently broken tax 6 approximatel y when was the decision made by Exxon to
7 systemthat begins there. Al right? 7 actually invest that money in East Baton Rouge Parish?
8 So | woul d encourage you-al | to channel 8 M5, CARA LE
9 this energy and work with your legislators and your 9 That's a great question.
10 local governnents and civic organizations to really work | 10 So for these projects, the decision was
11 on a broken constitution, particularly in the area of 11 nade way back in 2014 or 2015.
12 our tax code. V¢ do have the lowest property tax in the |12 MR MLLER
13 state. V¢ have the |owest gas tax in the state. The 13 That's what | figured.
14 result of that, you have to wind up having one of the 14 M5, CARA LE
15  highest sales taxes in the state. 15 So they were made under the ol d | TEP
16 V¢ have, you know the -- 75 percent of |16 rules. In fact, the advanced application was filed back
17 our revenue in cones fromsales and incone, and that 17 in 2016. V¢ waited unit the newrul es were promul gated.
18 hits every working person in the State of Louisiana, me, |18 And there was a lot of discussion
19  you, her, him them everybody. And ve need to 19 earlier on another agenda itemabout communicating wth
20 fundanentally change that. So quite often we pick a 20 the public, and that's one thing that our conpany
21 target like the largest corporation in the world and 21  believes very strongly in. V& went and even tal ked to
22 say, "You're the bad guy." So | think we really need to |22 neighbors, elected officials and the nayor's office
23 just take a more holistic viewof all of this and not 23 about these applications, and they asked us to wait
24 disincentivize it and di scourage corporate i nvestnent 24 until the newrules were pronul gated to nove forward.
25 into Baton Rouge. You know they face infrastructural 25 MR MLLER
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1 | just want to make sure that everyone 1 | don't believe Exxon woul d pick up
2 understood, Exxon doesn't make -- like most peopl e, 2 tomorrow and be gone, but in 15 years, instead of being
3 don't make decisions to invest in'16to buildin'16. 3 6,500, 7,000 enployees, there could be 3,000. If you
4 It's usually way before that. 4 think it's hard to get tax money out of people who are
5 Secondly, during that tineframe, from 5 growing and green and doing great, then try and get
6 '14 through today, how many projects has Exxon, roughly, 6 something fromsoneone that's |eaving.
7 and within your group, how many projects has Exxon 7 And | have much nore to say, but that's
8 decided to do el sewhere? 8 al I'll leave with today. Thank you.
9 M5 CARALE 9 MR WNDHAM
10 So | think anyone can look at the media |10 Thank you, M. Mller.
11 and see the investnent that has been nade recently in 11 M. Mller.
12 the state next to ours, in Texas. Thereis, like | 12 MR MLLER
13 said, it is about $20-billion worth of investment at our |13 | just have some questions specific to
14 hands and an opportunity. | don't have an exact nunber 14 the one on -- the refinery and the job creation totals.
15 of that 20-billion how nuch is going to Texas, but 15 Wuld you be the appropriate person to ask or is there
16 there's alot, but the good news is we want to bring 16  anybody el se?
17 more of it here. 17 M5 CARALE
18 V¢ have a project right nowthat is 18 I"d like for Qoria Mncada, our
19 under gate reviewtoday, and we are hoping to get that 19 refinery manager, to cone up here if that's okay.
20 project. You guys actual Iy approved the | TEP for the 20 MR MLLER
21 eventually nearly a billion-dollar polypropylene project |21 kay.
22 here. So we want to get some of that investment. If we |22 MS. CARA LE
23 can, we can growthe anount of property taxes that we 23 | can hel p answer them but she's...
24 pay for the long-term 24 MR WNDHAM
25 MR MLLER 25 P ease identify yourself.

Page 122 Page 124
1 R ght. 1 M5, MONCADA
2 M5, CARG LE 2 Qoria Mncada, Exxon Baton Rouge
3 Qur assets at the refinery, for exanple, 3 Refinery Manager.
4 stay onthe tax rolls for 30 years. Even when those 4 MR WNDHAM
5 assets go out of service, they are still -- we're still 5 Congrat ul ati ons.
6 paying taxes on them 6 MB. MONCADA
7 M MLLER 7 Thank you.
8 Gkay. Soif I'mnot mstaken, there was | 8 MR MLLER
9 a $10-billion project that Exxon took to Texas we barely | 9 ["mjust trying to understand job
10 got to look at because we were in the mddle of our 10 creation, because this says the refinery conponent woul d
11 rules evaluation. | think it was 1,200 jobs that went 11 create 18 new pernanent jobs.
12 to Texas, and no mater what Exxon says, | have to 12 MB. MONCADA
13 believe that our uncertainty had something to do with 13 Qorrect.
14 that. 14 M MLLER
15 Just for -- thisisn't necessarily about | 15 ["mlooking at the Advanced Notification
16 Exxon. If anybody thinks that the markets trends, 16 filed on the refinery in late 2016. That said there
17 nmarket forces, including ITEP, don't have an inpact or 17 were 1,283 existing jobs at the refinery, and then
18 they're not -- and the river's there. |f you go down -- |18 another Advanced that wes filed a year later, at the end
19 anybody here drives down QuIf States Road in Baton 19 of the 2017, that said there were 1,272 jobs, so a net
20 Rouge, when | was a kid, because | grewup right off of 20 loss of 11 jobs. But then in your application, it said
21 Foster Road where that gentleman lives, and ny dad 21 there were 1,357 existing jobs and that 18 new ones
22 worked at the end of QuIf States Road, there are plants |22 would be added. Gould you just kind of clarify those
23 all of way down that road. Today they're not there. 23 three nunbers for me so | understand?
24 Sone of themare not there. And nothing's cone back in |24 MB. MONCADA
25 its place. So things can make them| eave. 25 Yeah, absolutely. | knowhowit can be
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1 confusing. It has to do with the timefrane that you're 1 18 jobs are actual 18 newjobs? |'mjust -- you
2 looking at. So we hire throughout the year. In fact, 2 understand ny confusion, because it |ooked like the
3 you know we'll have years where we hire over 100 3 nunber of jobs decreased year to year during the year
4 people, but during the year, we'll have retirenents, 4 vhere it was supposed to add 18.
5 you've got people that nove on to different assignnents, 5 MB. MONCADA
6 and so depending on when you take that snapshot, you 6 Absol utely. Rght.
7 coul d see novenent in the head count. 7 M. GHENG
8 Wiat you need to look at is positionsin | 8 There are conpliance docunents that need
9 the refinery; right, because you'll sonetines have a 9 tobefiledwth LED once there is an active contract on
10 position, but it's unfilled while you've got a 10 this application, and the conpliance documents are filed
11 retirenent waiting on that next newhire to get trained |11 every year, so...
12 up and put in the job. So when we count positions, we 12 MB. MONCADA
13 know that we're increasing positions. 13 And we use whatever basis, you know,
14 MR MLLER 14 whether if we start out by applying with positions,
15 S0 1,357, the nunber that's inthis 15 we'll end with positions. |f we start out applying by
16 application, that is the nunber of positions at your 16 just pure head count, we use that sane basis so that we
17 conpany at what point in tinme? 17 don't create confusion in approving of the nunber.
18 M5, MONCADA 18 MR MLLER
19 | don't knowthat | can -- 19 So they file the conpliance docunents
20 MR MLLER 20 after we approve this?
21 That's not the actual nunber of warm 21 M. GHENG
22 bodies working at the refinery? 22 Qorrect.
23 M5, MONCADA 23 MR MLLER
24 The 1,357 is the nunber of bodies 24 And if there's sone problemwith the
25 that -- that application has the nunber of bodies that 25 conpliance, | nean, if you look at this and say, "Veéll,
Page 126 Page 128
1 were at the site at the time that nunber was drawn. 1 it doesn't look Iike you actually created the 18 jobs,"
2 MR MLLER 2 wvhat happens then?
3 (3 -- on March 30th of 2018? 3 M5 CHENG
4 MB. MONCADA 4 [f conpliance isn't net, it comes back
5 | believe so. 5 tothe Board and it goes back to the locals.
6 M. CARALE 6 M MLLER
7 | believe so, yeah. | think so. 7 Kay.
8 And, Jan, one other thing that you mght 8 M5, CARA LE
9 want to notice is when the advances were filed -- and 9 And et me also add to that that you
10 thisis something we've shared with a lot of folks -- 10 only see two EBR applications and one Vst Baton Rouge;
11 you had a different set of rules; right? So the assets |11 right? And we haven't asked why, but the answer is that
12 related to the jobs at that time were different than 12 all of our plant nanagers ook at the CEA that LED asks
13 when we readj usted because several of our assets did not |13 us to sign, and they vanted to nake sure that we were
14 apply under the newrules; right? 14 able to maintain those job growth nunbers for each
15 MR MLLER 15 contract over the 10-year period of the abatenent. So
16 R ght. 16 that was done with very diligent review by each plant
17 M5, CARA LE 17 nanager as well as our HR teambecause they didn't want
18 So we had to remove regul atory, 18 tosign that --
19 environnental regulatory, anything that was in there 19 M5, MONCADA
20 that did not apply. So that changed the whol e face of 20 Infact, two of the applications, the
21 your application as well. So your final application was |21 reason they were not sure about maintaining is because
22 noved to adjust the new capital that applied under the 22 we're sending enpl oyees to Texas for projects that are
23 newrules and the newjobs with that capital. 23 being built there with Exxon Mbil because it's nore
24 MR MLLER 24 attractive.
25 Ckay. And LEDis satisfied that these 25 MR MLLER
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1 Thank you. 1 area
2 MR WNDHAM 2 V&' re secondly expanding our North Baton
3 Al right. | have on deck M. Sone 3 Rouge Industrial Training Initiative. That actually
4 first and then Secretary Pierson. 4 tripled. There was a news rel ease that went out
5 M. Sone. 5 yesterday. And like you said, it didn't get picked up
6 MR SLOE 6 yet by the nedia. Sonetines it's hard to get the story
7 Sure.  Thank you for sharing that 7 out. But that programaccepted 200 people in North
8 information about the jobs because they can be a little 8 Baton Rouge to go through a free fasttrack training
9 hit confusing. 9 where they'Il get jobs in our industry. And Qoria
10 | guess ny questions would be sinply can | 10 Mbncada right here made the comtnent to actually
11 youtalk alittle hit about the direct value to Baton 11 direct hire the students in the mllwight program So
12 Rouge and the comunities that you guys have put sone 12 that's anewtract directly that will be hired by the
13 work into? Because | knowthere's sone things going on |13 refinery.
14 in North Baton Rouge that are near and dear to ny heart 14 So that's just an exanple of two of the
15 as a young mamthat grew up in North Baton Rouge and had | 15 prograns that we're doing in North Baton Rouge.
16 relatives at Exxon Mbbil, and fromwhat | can hear is 16 MR SLONE
17 there's a corporate citizenship piece that nmaybe 17 Do you have any idea of how much noney
18 sonetines get overlooked in sone of these conversations. |18 does Exxon Mbil contribute to the Uhited Vdy?
19 So can you share a little bit about that? 19 MS. CARA LE
20 MB. CARA LE 20 V' re the largest corporate distributor
21 Absolutely. That's what | liketotalk |21 tothe United Wy, so we make up about 14 percent of
22 about the nost. 22 their budget, and it's about 1.5-nillion each year.
23 So we give about 5-mllion back to the 23 MR SLOE
24 Baton Rouge community al one every year. There's a 24 But when they distribute that noney, it
25 little bit nore added to that because we were actually 25 doesn't say "Exxon Mbil" onit, does it?

Page 130 Page 132
1 abletoattract $13-nillion that went to the National 1 MS. CARA LE
2 Mth and Science Initiative. And that, by the way, goes | 2 No, it does not.
3 to schools in our surrounding school districts. Alot 3 M SLOE
4 of it in EBRwhere each school gets direct funding and 4 It just says "United Viy"?
5 the teachers in those schools that teach AP classes 5 M. CARALE
6 actually get stipends. Soit's a great way to directly 6 That's right.
7 support the school s and teachers involved in the 7 MR SLONE
8 NMNational Mith and Science Initiative. So we are hoping 8 Thank you.
9 that we can continue to bring that NVBl funding back to 9 MR WNDHAM
10  Louisiana and back to EBR school s. 10 Thank you, M. S one.
11 Sone of the really cool projects that | 11 Secretary Pierson.
12 think you're referring to that we're doing in North 12 Pease let's keep the order.
13 Baton Rouge, we're working right nowto help the 13 SECRETARY Pl ERSON
14 comunity there start a small business resource center, 14 Just a point of clarification and naybe
15 and we're hoping to get that up and running in early 15 one other point |I'd like toillumnate, but certainly
16 2019. That's a cool partnership between Southern 16  Advanced Notifications are estimates and they shoul d
17 Uhiversity, the Chanber, LED. V¢ brought in a whole lot |17 already be treated that way. They are the best
18 of partners, and even gotten other companies in the 18 available information when the project is envisioned,
19 area, like Coca-(ola and some of the banks in North 19 and that's why when the application comes forward, you
20 Baton Rouge to rally around with us. That will be a 20 have nore certainty, and certainly the Governor's
21 business investment because the business is actually 21 edition of the NXA which is basically a contract of
22 giving us an office building to operate from V¢ will 22 what the conpany will provide and where and for how
23 al'so have the Baton Rouge North Economic Devel opnent 23 long. Those details are available. They're available
24 District housed there. So that's a great way to foster |24 for the examination in front of these school boards and
25 growth in small businesses in the North Baton Rouge 25 parish and sheriff activities. So the idea that the
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1 Advanced nay not have agreed with the final docunent in 1 like what Commissioner Pierson said, if we don't get
2 the application is not surprising at all. 2 these corporations in and people that are init nowto
3 Just want to kind of -- one of features 3 doagoodjob for the future, we won't have the public
4 of the Industria Tax Exenption Programis it also 4 being supporting you |ike you're being supported today.
5 recogni zes the permanent jobs that are created as part 5 Nothing' s nore inportant than education.
6 of the project. That may or nay not be a full-tine 6 Wen | hear those teachers, former teachers, talking
7 Exxon enpl oyee, but represent a significant enpl oyment 7 about the inportance of education, nothing is nore
8 intheregion. So while we see maybe 1,270, 80 jobs 8 inportant than that. And corporations |ike Exxon have
9 that are Exxon at the refinery, what figure do you think | 9 recognized that, but they're going to have to do a real
10  of when you think of your total enployment there? 10 good selling job for the next generation of those | TEP
11 MB. MONCADA 11 groups that cone in. Hope they're in ny area. Hope we
12 The nunber of people that cross through |12 can work as partners in that type of operation, but if
13 our gate every day at the refinery alone is over 3,000 13 we hadn't had Governor John Bel Edwards in the nix, we
14 people. For all of the Exxon Mbil facilities in Baton |14 probably wouldn't have this opportunity to do what we're
15 Rouge, it's about 5,000 people. 15  doi ng today.
16 SECRETARY Pl ERSON 16 But | just want people to realize that
17 Thank you. | think it just calls 17 here today, the public is supporting Exxon and ot hers.
18 attention to a discrepancy of seven or 10 that will be 18 \¢'ve seen that all through the process today, but that
19 accounted for, that we do know the exact |ocation where |19 may not be the case in another five or six nonths. And
20 these projects will be executed, we do have access to 20 [Don Pierson made that point very clear. V¢ ve got to
21 payroll and we will hold Exxon accountable to the 21 nake sure that you-all do the right thing all of the
22 requirenents of the program but | would hope that all 22 tine, and | want to encourage that. | don't know who's
23 of us would | ook beyond just the people that pass 23 here with Bxxon Mbil today, but one of the |argest
24 through the gate, nore than 5,000 daily, and understand |24 corporations in the world naking more profit than any,
25 the inplications that these manufacturing tax exenptions |25 they need to set good exanpl es here in Loui si ana.

Page 134 Page 136
1 areonly offered to manufacturers. Wy? Because 1 MS. CARA LE
2 they're atrenmendous multiplier. There's many thousands | 2 Absol utely.
3 of other jobs that are generated by this project and by 3 MR THOWPSON
4 that enployment that ripple through the econony, and all 4 As they've done in the past.
5 of that needs to be looked at. And, you know certainly | 5 M5, CARA LE
6 fromour perspective, we want to build a vibrant econony | 6 V¢ agree.
7 in Louisiana, we want good education. Hwwll we get 7 MR THOWPSON
8 there? W growthe pie. And so |'mhopeful that the 8 But rather than taking baby steps, we
9 Board wll support today, and I'mcertainly speaking on 9 ought to make sonme | eaps. \%& shouldn't be here today
10 behal f of these projects that Exxon has proposed for the |10 talking about that. |f we'd have done right at the
11 10-year tax exenption. 11 beginning, we probably wouldn't be refighting this
12 MR WNDHAM 12 battle and every step of the way. You understand that?
13 Thank you, M. Secretary. 13 M5, CARA LE
14 Senator  Thonpson. 14 Rght. | think, you know-- and just to
15 MR THOWPSON 15 reply to that, | think, you know in general, our
16 M. Secretary, those were great remarks |16 conpany agrees with the policy changes that have been
17 and coments. | had wanted to say that | have a lot of |17 nade. V& like the fact that locals are involved. It's
18  support back horme for changes in the |aws that we have 18 given us an opportunity to talk to a lot of stakehol ders
19 and the procedures that we have, but | wanted to let you |19 about our investnent, about our projects, things that we
20 knowthat it's alittle bit toolittle too late. Asyou |20 naybe woul d have never had those types of conversations.
21 said, you couldn't get it in the paper about what you 21  So we enbrace the changes that have been nade.
22 were doing and how you're doing, but | just, as a 22 The thing that | think our conpany asks
23 warning or as an information deliver, there's alot of 23 the nost is just for predictability. Tell us what the
24 legislators that want to change the direction we're 24 policyis, and wve will followit, we will abide by it,
25 going. And the way we're going to build Louisiana is 25 andwe wll useit totryto get projects here so that
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1 we can becone an even stronger corporate citizen, an 1 all of these entities next tine are right there in
2 even stronger contributor to the econony. 2 support of what you're doi ng because this -- the
3 MR THOWPSON 3 resources that we have in Louisiana, gas, oil, you
4 Thank you for those comments, because 4 wouldn't be here without that, and processing and so
5 that's what we want, but if | was at Exxon Mobil, | 5 forth, but that's owned by all of the citizens of the
6 woul d have every university in research and devel opnent 6 Sate of Louisiana. You know that.
7 inthis area, not just -- and | would not cone to the 7 MR WNDHAM
8 table and say, "I couldn't get ny points across in the 8 Thank you, Senator.
9 newspaper.” If you can't get your points across in the 9 Al right. Next on we have -- M.
10  newspaper, sonebody's not doing their business. 10 Mncada, do you have anything to add?
11 M5 CARALE 11 M5, MONCADA
12 It was just that one story. 12 The only thing | want to clear upis a
13 MR THOWPSON 13 fallacy that was | think referred to earlier that Exxon
14 Rght, but we ought to be |eading, not 14 Mbil is here to stay and that the | TEP doesn't nake any
15 followng or not saying, "Watever y'all require of us 15 difference. 1'm infact, ina position of know edge to
16 todo, we're going to do our best todoit." You ought 16 knowthat it makes absol utely a difference at Exxon
17 to be naking exanples. And | bet if | didalittle 17 Mbil. Wen asked earlier about projects that have not
18 research, | could find that you' re doing much nore in 18  cone here, |'ve been involved in watching corporately
19 sone other states that are not doing as much for you as |19 decisions being made to send billion-dollar-plus
20 the people of Louisiana are. 20 projects to our Beaunont refinery. And, in fact, we're
21 MB. CARA LE 21 conpeting right now very hard, for a project in Baton
22 | actually do have to just disagree with |22 Rouge that's being considered versus our Baytown, Texas
23 that. Qur comunity -- 23 refinery.
24 MR THOWPSON 24 "Il just end with saying the $6-nillion
25 Vell, prove it to ne. 25 abatenent that we're talking about here, these projects
Page 138 Page 140
1 M5, CARG LE 1 came withthat incentive. It attracted those projects
2 | would love to sit down with you and 2 to Baton Rouge versus our other refineries, 19, around
3 show you what we're doing in the Baton Rouge Community. 3 the world, and they're going to generate $23-nillion of
4 That is the | eader anongst all of our downstreamsites. 4 property and sal es tax benefit over the next 20 years.
5 M5, MONCADA 5 $6-nllion of abatement providing $23-nmillion. If the
6 Absol utely. 6 projects hadn't cone, that 23-nllion would be a zero,
7 Me. CARG LE 7 so...
8 And oriawll agree withthat. Asfar | 8 MR WNDHAM
9 as bringing private sector funding and resources to 9 Thank you, M. Mncada. And you tell
10 public issues, Iike giving capacity to small businesses, |10 those people at corporate that we want those projects.
11 like giving folks jobs in North Baton Rouge. 1 M5, MONCADA
12 MR THOWPSON 12 Thank you.
13 R ght. 13 MR WNDHAM
14 M5, CARG LE 14 | know this Board does.
15 So that was -- North Baton Rouge 15 Al right. Next we have M. Chris
16 Industrial Training Initiative was, one of our refinery |16 Parker. | think M. n deck we have Scott @ eason.
17 nmanagers started that because they wanted our near 17 Again, if you can keep your comment to
18 neighbors to have more jobs in our industry. Sothat is |18 two to three mnutes, unless there are questions by the
19 a programthat has not been replicated at any of our 19  Board nenbers.
20 sites across the US, and we want to |ead. 20 MR PARKER
21 MR THOMPSON 21 Yes, sir. Chris Parker, Exxon Mohil.
22 Rght. Last comment, | appreciate that, |22 Most of the conments | was going to nmake
23  but | would just suggest make some |eaps and just -- you |23 were discussed between the Board and Stephanie and M.
24 don't have to do it just right here where you get the 24 Qoria, but | didjust want to add and clear up
25 vote. You need to do it statew de and nake sure that 25 sonething that was stated earlier. It was said that the
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1 projects were conpleted 18 nonths ago, but in reality 1 tranche of that $20-billion corporate investnent that
2 they were conpleted Decenber of 2017. So that's 12 2 we'relooking at. So we are very successful over the
3 nonths by ny calculations. So just wanted to clear that 3 years of inproving our plant to get that money for this
4 up. 4 polypropyl ene plant. V&' re doing the sane thing right
5 MR WNDHAM 5 nowfor polyethylene. So that's another expansion zone
6 Al right. Thank you. 6 we'relooking at, and that's what these projects are
7 M. Q eason. 7 really designed to do. They're to make oursel ves | ook
8 P ease, if you have comments you'd Iike 8 better in our corporation's eyes so that we're able to
9 totalk anongst yoursel f, please step out to the 9 successfully conpete for those higger expansions and
10  hal | way. 10 projectsinthe future.
11 M. Q eason. 11 Thank you.
12 MR GEASON 12 MR WNDHAM
13 Qod norning. |'mScott Qeason. | am |13 Thank you, M. Alen.
14 the Plant Minager at the lubricants plant in Port Allen, |14 SamWIlians, and on deck we have Qay
15 Loui si ana. 15  Fuller.
16 Inthe interest of not repeating 16 MR WLLIAVE:
17 anything, 1'Il just talk in terns of froma |ubricants 17 Qod norning. M nane is SamWI|ians.
18 perspective. V¢ do conpete, not only with the other 18 | amthe Product Quality Assurance Mwnager at Port Allen
19 plants here inthe Lhited States, but across the gl obe 19 lubricants plant on the west side.
20 for these investnents. Recently we celebrated two years |20 ["mjust here to say that | appreciate
21 of our newaviation facility, which we are very, very 21 allowing me to come on today to speak and to ask you-all
22 proud of. And the predictability of the investment that |22 to do what you are here to do. But |'mexcited about
23 we make drives a lot of these decisions. So we have a 23 the opportunity that | have at Exxon Mobil with these
24 lot of things inthe future that we're conpeting not 24 projects comng along and to make us nore robust to get
25 only with our neighboring states in Texas, but 25 nore projects at our facilities and also allow us an
Page 142 Page 144
1 throughout the US and throughout the globe for this 1 opportunity to send some of our enpl oyees over to the
2 business. So |'d ask that you continue to give us that 2 other schools to be able to be mentors with Junior
3 predictability so that we can nake the appropriate 3 Achieverment and things of that nature. And if it were
4 investnent. 4 not for these projects, then we could not free these
5 | amnot fromLouisiana, but thisis ny 5 young people up to go and inspire other people in our
6 second time |'ve returned a citizen. |'mvery, very 6 public education schools.
7 happy to be here. | want to continue to support our 7 | ama graduate, a lifelong resident of
8 great state, and thank you very much. 8 East Baton Rouge Parish. | went to schools in East
9 MR WNDHAM 9 Baton Rouge Parish. | actually volunteered ny tine,
10 Thank you, M. @ eason. 10 energy and effort, also ny wife, in the schools. So we
11 V¢ have Brad Allen, and on deck, Sam 11 spend a lot of tine in the schools. So, therefore, |
12 Wllians. 12 just ask you-all to assist us to help young people to go
13 MR ALLEN 13 and inspire other young people in the education areas.
14 Good morning. M name is Brad Allen. 14 Thank you.
15 I"mthe Qperations Manager at Exxon Mbil's Baton Rouge | 15 MR WNDHAM
16 Polyolefins plant. Sothat is the plant where we've had | 16 Thank you.
17 alot of discussions at past neetings about the 17 Qay Fuller.
18  pol ypropyl ene expansi on proj ect. 18 B GHENG
19 Again, not to repeat anything. Just 19 Qay Fuller doesn't want to speak.
20 wented to mention, you know one of our lined itens on 20 MR WNDHAM
21 this I TEP approval is for sone projects in our 21 Ch, ['msorry.
22 polyethylene facility. So we produce both of those 22 Al right. Tyler Gay, | think, and on
23 products at our plant here. Those projects are really 23 deck, Adam Knapp.
24 designed to increase our reliability, our safety 24 MR GRAY:
25 performance in order to set ourselves up for that next 25 God norning. | think it's still the
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1 nmorning. M nane is Tyler Gay. | amcurrently the 1 (nh a personal note, I'Il also add, for
2 General Qounsel for the Louisiana Md-Continent Gl & 2 the prior comments, that ny children are students in the
3 (as Association, but | wll, inny capacity here, I'll 3 East Baton Rouge Parish School System all three of
4 also be President of the organization starting next 4 them and ny wife and | are both participants in the PTA
5 year. 5 and active in our conmunity. Qur parish -- our own
6 You know, a lot has been covered today, 6 property taxes and sal es taxes, of course, go to support
7 some different issues. Wat | want to dois just kind 7 our parish services, and we are personal |y invol ved and
8 of nake one general coment. So Louisiana M d- Gontinent 8 active inthe education system And | would say we are
9 {l & Gas Association has several nenbers representing 9 proud of the services provided by East Baton Rouge
10 the oil and gas industry here inthe State of Louisiana. |10 Parish public schools, and that's the reason why ny
11 Those nenberships include Exxon, Shell, PBF, Chal nette 11 famly chooses to do that for our children. It's
12 Refining, Enlink, Tellurian and several other conpanies. |12 sonething that we believe is an inportant part of our
13 Now, the other conpanies have al ready 13 life. Both of us were products of public education. M
14 been approved; right? The rules have been followed, and |14 in Lake Charles and her in Mirginia, but we both
15 they've been allowed to move forward. A this point, 15 continue to be very active. | wll say it is a good
16 we're looking at one application, and fromwhat |'ve 16  public school systemand it's one that's working very
17  heard today fromSecretary Pierson, whose trust | put in |17 hard every day because of many of the people in the room
18 evaluating the rules that we set forth, it comes out in |18 doing everything they can to get better as well.
19 favor of the application. So, therefore, as a 19 Qur parish is stronger, not weaker, for
20 representative of all of industry, | do want to focus on |20 having an incredible base of manufacturing, whichis,
21 the fact that we are granting exenptions when 21 today, driving our econony. Yesterday, the Baton Rouge
22 organizations are followng the rules. Therefore, when |22 Area of Chanber released it's 2019 forecast for the
23 we have situations where we | ook at policy beyond the 23 regional econony, and we enjoy economc growh. Mich
24 scope of this Board, something |ike education, which the |24 was said earlier about the boomthat's happening in Lake
25 @vernor has already come out and said is an issue and 25 Charles. | would say that we've been on a pretty good
Page 146 Page 148
1 wewll address going forward. And as a representative 1 streak ourselves, al though we do envy a little bit some
2 of industry, | cantell you that workforce devel opment 2 of the nunbers that we see in Lake Charles. V¢'ve been
3 isjust as inportant as investment. 3 onagood streak oursel ves.
4 V¢ have those conversations at the 4 V¢ al so reported yesterday that area
5 appropriate time. Today we look at the rules, we review | 5 household incones in the Capital Region reached a record
6 the exenptions, we grant the exenption. [f they don't 6 highthis past year, largely driven by an incredible
7 conply, we send themback to the place that they go. 7 surge we've seen in manufacturing activity over the |ast
8 LED has spoken. V¢'ve heard fromthe applicant. And so | 8 five or six years, and that is driving househol d i ncone
9 at that point, | ask youto look at it fromthat 9 at arate faster than Louisiana, faster than our peer
10 perspective to make sure that we stay focused, we review | 10 cities across the country in the last 10 years --
11 the application, what's put in front of us and we nove 11 MR WNDHAM
12 forwvard. 12 Two m nut es.
13 Wth that, | appreciate the opportunity |13 MR KNAPP:
14 to make coments. Thank you. 14 -- and we're excited to see that
15 MR WNDHAM 15 contributing to a benefit that is spreading across our
16 Thank you. 16 comunity.
17 M. Knapp. 17 Econoni ¢ devel opnent is, of course, a
18 MR KNAPP: 18  conplicated business, and our tax code is |ess
19 Thank you for the opportunity be wth 19 attractive in many cases than other states, so the
20 you today. M nane is AdamKnapp. |'mthe President 20 incentive tools that you provide through things Iike the
21 and CEOof the Baton Rouge Area Chanber. Qur 21 ITE provide targeted strategies for how conpani es nake
22 organization |eads the econonc devel opnent in the 22 corporate investnent decisions, as you' ve heard, and it
23 nine-parish Capitol Region and we serve as the economic |23 has benefited our comunity, not taking away fromit, to
24 devel opment partner for East Baton Rouge Parish on 24 have a very strong nanufacturing base.
25  econom ¢ devel opment projects that concern the parish. 25 Industry, as you've heard, is paying
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1 two-thirds of the parish property taxes in our 1 post-Executive Qder --
2 community, and they're going to continue to be the fuel 2 MB. GHENG
3 inthe tank of education funding because of |TEP, 3 V¢ just did that.
4 because of ITEPis helping to attract manufacturing, and | 4 MR WNDHAM
5 e shoul d do everything we can to continue to push 5 ["msorry.
6 forvard. 6 M. GHENG
7 V¢ stand in support of the Exxon Mbil 7 That's okay. W have 111 --
8 applications today. \é are pleased to continue to 8 MR WNDHAM
9 conpete for economc devel opment projects with Exxon. 9 V¢ have 111 renewal applications, and in
10 V¢ continue to appreciate the support that this 10 light of the video that was put out, I'd Iike for you to
11 organization board has provi ded. 11 read each one of those individually.
12 | would note that the last application 12 MB. GHENG
13 you approved for the project, that polyol efin project 13 kay.
14 that was spoken of, was approved at the local |evel 14 MR WNDHAM
15 unani nousl y by the school board, by the Metro Council 15 So it is not perceived that we just
16 and signed off on by the sheriff. There is an enornmous |16 rubber stanp these. Unless there's an objection by any
17 comunity support for Exxon Mbil and for manufacturing. | 17 of the Board nenbers.
18 V¢ appreciate your tine in volunteering. |18 MB. CGHENG
19 Thank you. 19 20140276, American Advanced
20 MR WNDHAM 20 Technol ogies, LLCin Terrebonne Parish; 20121084, BASF
21 Thank you, M. Knapp. 21  Qorporation in Concordia Parish; 20140332, Bancroft Bag,
22 That is all of the cards that | have. 22 Inc. In Quachita Parish; 20121271, Bell Helicopter
23 Again, is there anyone that would Iike to make a 23 Textron, Inc. in Lafayette Parish; 20140295, Bercen --
24 conment ? 24 MR WNDHAM
25 (No response.) 25 | will entertain a notion to approve
Page 150 Page 152
1 MR WNDHAM 1 these in gl obo.
2 | always like to give everyone an 2 Made by M. S one; seconded by M. Jan
3 opportunity to speak. 3 Miller.
4 Al right. Wth that, all we have on 4 I's there any discussion fromthe public
5 this one is three Exxons for consideration; correct, M. 5 concerning in globo passing of these renewal s?
6 Cheng? Three? 6 (No response.)
7 M5 CHENG 7 MR WNDHAM
8 Qorrect. 20161911, 20161914 and 8 Any comments or discussion fromthe
9 20161915. 9 Board menbers?
10 MR WNDHAM 10 (No response.)
1 Al right. Wth those, | believe 1 MR WNDHAM
12 M. Sone has nade the notion to approve. It has been 12 Do we have a quorun?
13 seconded by Ms. Heather Ml one. 13 MR CHABERT:
14 Any further discussion or questions by 14 There are several nenbers that are in
15 any of the Board nenbers? 15 need of a pause, but they're comng out.
16 (No response.) 16 B GHENG
17 MR WNDHAM 17 | can keep reading until then if you
18 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye." 18 want.
19 (Several menbers respond "aye.") 19 MR WNDHAM
20 MR WNDHAM 20 ['msorry. There is a video screenin
21 Al opposed with a "nay." 21 the break roomwth audio. \& have 13 now or 14.
22 (No response.) 22 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye."
23 MR WNDHAM 23 (Several menbers respond "aye.")
24 Motion carries. 24 M WNHAM
25 Next on the agenda, we have 14 25 Al opposed with a "nay."
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1 (No response.) 1 MR WNDHAM
2 MR WNDHAM 2 Motion has been nade to approve the 74
3 The renewal s are approved. 3 inglobo as they apply to two entities, Colunbian
4 V¢ have one |ate renewal request. 4 (henicals Conpany will be changed to Birla.
5 M. GHENG 5 M. GHENG
6 Yep. It's 20111226, PBF Hol ding 6 Birla Carbon US A, Inc. in &. Mry
7 Conpany, LLCin &. Bernard Parish. Their initial 7 Parish and Gaphic Packaging International, Inc. wll be
8 contract expired 12/31/2017. They requested their 8 changed to Gaphic Packaging International, LLCin
9 renewal on 8/ 14/2018. 9 Quachita Parish.
10 MR WNDHAM 10 MR WNDHAM
11 I's there a representative here fromPBF | 11 That's for all of the listed contracts
12 Hol ding Conpany? 12 as identified by nunber.
13 P ease step forward. Can you tell us 13 Motion has been nade by Dr. Wlson to
14 why you were | ate? 14 approve in globo; seconded by M. Ml one.
15 MR KCRT: 15 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye."
16 First off, ny nane is Geg Kort. |'m 16 (Several menbers respond "aye.")
17 with Ryan, LLC Thank you for the chance to speak to 17 MR WNDHAM
18 you on this issue. 18 Al opposed with a "nay."
19 Reason for us being late on thisis PBF |19 (No response.)
20 had atransition in consulting in terns of who was 20 MR WNDHAM
21 handling their property taxes in Louisiana. Prior 21 Motion carries.
22 consultant contract ended at the end of the year and 22 MB. GHENG
23 ours picked up at the beginning of the year and we had 23 V¢ have one change i n physical |ocation
24 basically alearning process of getting an understanding |24 contract amendnent requests.
25 of what PBF all had. And we kind of mssed the boat on |25 MR WNDHAM

Page 154 Page 156
1 this, so we apologize. And that's the reason for the 1 Coment s, pl ease step out si de.
2 late application. 2 B GHENG
3 MR WNDHAM 3 Denbury Onshore, LLC Contract 20150267
4 So this due date was Decenber 31st, 4 was previously located at 481 H ghvway 609, Delhi,
5 2017. The renewal request date was 2018, 8/ 14 of 2018. 5 Louisiana 71235 in Rchland Parish, and their new
6 It's been our practice to reduce this by one year, and | 6 locationis 463 Hghway 609, Delhi, Louisianain
7 would entertain a motion for the sane. 7 Rchland Parish.
8 Made by Ms. Malone; seconded by M. 8 | believe they didn't nove. It's a
9 Briggs. 9 change in address by the post office.
10 Any di scussi on? 10 MR WNDHAM
11 (No response.) 11 Al right. Are there any questions
12 MR WNDHAM 12 concerning this, even though.
13 Do we have a quor um now? 13 Mtion has been nmade by Dr. WIison to
14 Yes, we have a quorum 14 approve; seconded by Myjor Col eman.
15 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye." 15 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye" --
16 (Several menbers respond "aye.") 16 oh, I'msorry. Dr. Wlson has a question in addition.
17 M WNHAM 17 R S WLSON
18 Al opposed with a "nay." 18 Just to conment for a Senator Francis,
19 (No response.) 19 we've had three projects that were all North Loui siana,
20 MR WNDHAM 20 and he was commenting the entire day of nothing being in
21 Motion carries. 21 North Loui siana.
22 Thank you, Sir. 22 MR THOWPSON
23 B GHENG 23 | made the motion.
24 V¢ have 74 changes of conpany nane only |24 M WNHAM
25 contract anendnents. 25 Al right. Thank you, Dr. WIson.
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1 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye." 1 Parish.
2 (Several menbers respond "aye.") 2 Qeat Southern Glvanizing, Inc., DBA
3 MR WNDHAM 3 Qeat Sates Gilvanizing, Contract 20150736 is retaining
4 Al opposed with a "nay." 4 $8,046, transferring $92,553 to South Atlantic, LLC and
5 (No response.) 5 78,091 to Natchez Management, LLCin East Baton Rouge
6 MR WNDHAM 6 Parish.
7 Motion carries. 7 MR WNDHAM
8 MB. GHENG 8 Thank you, M. Cheng.
9 V¢ have one transfer of tax exenption 9 On the partial transfer of exenption
10 contract: Qeat Southern Galvanizing, Inc., DB A 10 contracts, any comments fromthe Board menbers?
11 Qeat Sates Gilvanizing, Contract 20161014 is being 11 (No response.)
12 transferred to South Alantic, LLCin East Baton Rouge 12 MR WNDHAM
13 Parish. 13 Fromthe public?
14 MR WNDHAM 14 (No response.)
15 Al right. For the transfer of 15 MR WNDHAM
16 exenption contract, any conments fromthe public? 16 Questions or coment fromthe Board
17 (No response.) 17 nenbers?
18 MR WNDHAM 18 (No response.)
19 Motion fromthe Board? 19 MR WNDHAM
20 Made by M. Briggs; seconded by Mayor 20 I's there a motion to approve?
21  Brasseaux. 21 Made by Senator Francis Thonpson;
22 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye." 22 seconded by M. Briggs.
23 (Several menbers respond "aye.") 23 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye."
24 MR WNDHAM 24 (Several menbers respond "aye.")
25 Al opposed with a "nay." 25 MR WNDHAM
Page 158 Page 160
1 (No response.) 1 Al opposed with a "nay."
2 MR WNDHAM 2 (No response.)
3 Motion carries. 3 MR WNDHAM
4 B GHENG 4 Motion carries.
5 V¢ actual |y have four -- that's 5 M. Cheng.
6 incorrect onthe front cover page. \¢ have four partial 6 Ms. GHENG
7 transfers -- or, no. |'msorry. They' re being 7 | have 11 contract cancelation requests:
8 transferred to miltiple conpanies. That's why. | 8 Deltech Gorporation, Contracts 20090579, 20100090,
9 msspoke. Sorry. 9 20110315, 20120527, 20130550, 20140481, 20141333,
10 Qeat Southern Galvanizing, Inc., DB/A |10 20150504 and 20160965, conpany requests cancel ation, and
11 Geat Sates Glvanizing, Contract 20100919, they're 11 they're located in East Baton Rouge Parish.
12 retaining $741,106. South Atlantic, LLCis receiving 12 Dredging Supply Conpany, Inc., Contract
13 $3,416,185 in assets and Natchez Managenent, LLCis 13 20110831 in &. John the Baptist Parish, conpany
14 receiving $5,281,298 in assets fromthat contract. 14 requests cancel ation.
15 Qeat Southern Gl vanizing, Inc., DBA |15 And Goth Equi prent Corporation, DB A
16 Qeat Sates Gilvanizing, Contract 20190919-Ais 16 Qoquip, Contract 20100619 in Ascension Parish, both
17 retaining $431,866 in assets in East Baton Rouge Parish |17  conpanies request cancel ation.
18 andis transferring $25,571 to South Atlantic, LLC and 18 MR WNDHAM
19  Natchez Managenent, $31,101 to Natchez Managenent, LLC 19 Al right. Al of these have been
20 in East Baton Rouge Parish. 20 requested cancel ation by the conpanies thensel ves.
21 Qeat Southern Galvanizing, Inc., DBA |21 Are there any comments fromthe public
22 Qeat Sates Glvanizing, Contract 20140711 is retaining |22 concerning the cancel ation request of the conpanies?
23 $71,273 in East Baton Rouge Parish, transferring $51,948 |23 (No response.)
24 in assets to South Atlantic, LLC and $68,237 in assets 24 MR WNDHAM
25 to MNatchez Managenent, LLC both in East Baton Rouge 25 I's there a notion?
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1 The notion has been nade by Senator 1 exenption contract by the Board of Commerce and |ndustry
2 Thonpson; seconded by Representative Devillier. 2 at the Gctober 3lst, 2018 neeting.
3 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye." 3 MR WNDHAM
4 (Several menbers respond "aye.") 4 I's there a representative fromReliable
5 MR WNDHAM 5 EDMwith us?
6 Al opposed with a "nay." 6 P ease step forward and identify
7 (No response.) 7 yoursel f, make your appeal .
8 MR WNDHAM 8 M. SOWER
9 Motion carries. 9 Yes. |'mJohn Somver with Reliable EDM
10 MB. GHENG 10 and we're obviously not on par with these conpanies. |
11 | six special requests fromBradken in 11 had no idea this is this formal. | was actually out of
12 Tangi pahoa Parish. They request non-cancel ation of 12 town and | was at a neeting and | didn't realize that it
13 their -- they are actually ided currently, but they're |13 was this formal. | apologize. | was not able to make
14 requesting to continue their I TEP contracts in the hopes |14 it to the neeting on the 31st. | was in Denver.
15 of attracting a buyer. They're working with locals to 15 So |'masking is there any way that we
16 get aletter of support, but these are Contracts 16 could continue this contract that we had?
17 20100584, 20110612, 20120506, 20140515, 20150507, and 17 MR WNDHAM
18 20161009. 18 Al right. The process is, | believe we
19 MR WNDHAM 19 have to have a notion to --
20 Al right. Thank you. 20 MB. GHENG
21 Secretary Pierson. 21 Approve the appeal .
22 SECRETARY Pl ERSON 22 MR WNDHAM
23 Just sone additional information. The 23 -- approve the appeal, and then we'll
24 Parish Resident, Robbie MIler, would likely have to 24 vote on --
25 recuse hinself fromthis vote. He has not been able to |25 M. GHENG

Page 162 Page 164
1 stay here at the neeting and has had to depart. Hs 1 Reconsi der .
2 request was to the Board that this be deferred to the 2 MR WNDHAM
3 February neeting. 3 -- the consequences, reconsideration.
4 MR WNDHAM 4 So is there a motion to approve the
5 Mtion has been nade by M. Sone to 5 request for appeal ?
6 defer the cancel ations until the February neeting for 6 Made by M. Briggs.
7 these ones related to Bradken. There's a second by 7 I's there a second?
8 Secretary P erson. 8 Made by M. Manny Fajardo. I'I1 get it
9 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye." 9 right one day.
10 (Several menbers respond "aye.") 10 I's there any discussion by any of the
11 MR WNDHAM 11 Board nenbers to approve the request for the appeal ?
12 Al opposed with a "nay." 12 (No response.)
13 (No response.) 13 MR WNDHAM
14 MR WNDHAM 14 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye."
15 Motion carries. 15 (Several menbers respond "aye.")
16 M5 CHENG 16 MR WNDHAM
17 That concl udes the Industrial Tax 17 Al opposed with a "nay."
18  Exenption portion of the agenda. 18 (No response.)
19 MR WNDHAM 19 MR WNDHAM
20 V¢ have an appeal, | believe. 20 Motion carries.
21 Ms. GHENG 21 Al right. So on here, you were due to
22 | TEP appeal s are under Qther Business. 22 bein on Decenber 31st of 2017. You were |ate by eight
23 V¢ do have one | TEP denial appeal, LED requests -- 23 nmonths. The practice has been to reduce your exenption
24 received a request fromReliable EDMappealing the 24 by one year for that.
25 decision to deny their request for late renewal of tax 25 MR SOWER
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1 kay. 1 Al right. So what happened to
2 MR WNDHAM 2 (ocentric? Didthe gentleman not make it?
3 Sois there a motion to do just that, 3 MB. GHENG
4 reduce it to a four-year contract? 4 No. Hs renewal was timely.
5 Motion has been nade by Myjor ol enan; 5 MR WNDHAM
6 seconded by M. Baker. 6 It was just an oversight?
7 Any further discussion? 7 MB. GHENG
8 (No response.) 8 Yeah.
9 MR WNDHAM 9 MR WNDHAM
10 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye." 10 That was the gentlenman that | told that
11 M. S one. 11 he did not have to come back?
12 MR SLOE 12 M. GHENG
13 Ckay. | was just curious, is this the 13 That's correct.
14 one fromour neeting where there was no representative 14 MR WNDHAM
15 present and we thought that naybe based on the magnitude | 15 Al right. | just want to make sure
16 of what's was going on that someone shoul d have been 16 that we all knowthat | was trying to be nice.
17 here? |'mjust curious if this was the sane one. 1'd 17 Al right. Secretary -- that's all the
18 have to go back to ny last meeting notes. 18 exenptions, special requests and everything?
19 MR WNDHAM 19 M. GHENG
20 | don't believe so. This was one where |20 Yes.
21 there was no representative. The one that | -- | have a |21 MR WNDHAM
22 different question about, but | don't think so because 22 Secretary Pierson, coments to the Board
23 this investnent was $298, 000. 23 and to the public.
24 MR SLONE 24 SECRETARY Pl ERSON
25 kay. 25 Again, 1'dlike to thank all of the
Page 166 Page 168
1 MR WNDHAM 1 Board menbers for their participation in this inportant
2 The exenption is $2,700 a year. 2 process today. W had a lot of very good discussion.
3 MR SLOE 3 Ve think that it's very appropriate for the public to
4 Ckay. 4 have input with the elected officials to make the
5 MR WNDHAM 5 decisions at the local level, which is what this Board
6 Al right. Any further questions? 6 now provides through the new rul es established through
7 (No response.) 7 the leadership of Governor John Bel Edwards. V¢ have
8 MR WNDHAM 8 accountability, we have a local voice in the process and
9 Secretary Pierson. 9 what we're seeing here is sinply that action taking
10 SECRETARY Pl ERSON 10 place. And with that, we've al so seen unanimous support
11 ['I1 make ny remarks very quickly as the |11 for proposed expanding industries in our state, and
12 hour grows late, and | knowthat -- 12 hopeful ly this message resonates and allows us to
13 MR WNDHAM 13 continue to recruit newjobs, newinvestnent in our
14 ["msorry. | thought you had a coment. |14 state, growthe pie and conpletely agree wth the
15 Hold on. 15 support for education, and we knowthat's a priority to
16 Al right. Soall infavor, indicate 16 the Governor as well.
17 wvith an "aye" to reduce it by one year, soit's a 17 | get concerned about sone of the
18 four-year renewal contract. Al in favor, indicate with |18 figures that | read in the paper when there are
19 an "aye." 19 estimates about what a tax exenption mght be, when
20 (Several menbers respond "aye.") 20 those are exaggerated and divided by nunbers and cone up
21 MR WNDHAM 21 wth asort of a neaningless quote that alarns many
22 Al opposed with a "nay." 22 people, citizens, business organizations and
23 (No response.) 23 corporations, appropriately alarms them But just as we
24 MR WNDHAM 24 talked about 1,280 jobs for Exxon and their project with
25 Mtion carried. Thank you. 25 arealization that actually there's a nunber of
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Page 169 Page 171
1 contractors that augnent that to a nunber that exceeds 1 passed themout. GCkay. | didn't get that. Maybe |
2 3,000, and those are the jobs inside the fence that are 2 did.
3 nmultiplied significantly through the ripple effect in 3 And then nost inportantly, elections of
4 the econony. 4 officers will be at the February Board neeting. So any
5 Again, it's inportant, as we do our 5 of you that would like to step into this chair, please
6 work, to educate and to make sure there's an 6 raise your hand now.
7 understanding out there in the greater community, that 7 SECRETARY Pl ERSON:
8 we're not doing this for every business. W are doing 8 V¥ have had sone interest fromM. Jerry
9 this for manufacturers that will be held accountable for 9 Jones, but we can handle this nom nations process at our
10 what they're offering to our state and growing the pie, 10 next neeting.
11 and that certainly is how we inprove nmany things, 11 MR, W NDHAM
12 education included, health care, roads, bridges, et 12 Okay. There's going to be a
13 cetera. 13 nominations.
14 Wth that, | want to thank the LED staff |14 Senat or Thonpson.
15 who put a lot of nuscle into making sure that we were 15 MR, THOVPSON:
16 well prepared today to answer your questions, to answer 16 I"mnot a regular menber of this Board,
17  the questions of the public and for their dedication. 17 sadly to say, but it's well run. | appreciate the
18 W've had a great year. W will print our annual report |18 effort that you-all put forward, and certainly our
19 and have that available to you in the first quarter of 19 chairman, he was very well prepared. | would like to
20 '19, but we continue to set a standard of excellence at 20  have himrun nost of ny neetings for me. |'d just tell
21  Louisiana Economic Devel opment, where we are now the 21  himwhat to do, Don. But thank you for your know edge
22 only state organization in econonic devel opnent that is 22 and your background. You know, |'ve watched you through
23 certified by the International Econonic Devel opment 23 Covernor -- before you retired. And thank you, Don
24 Council where we once again receive the Nunber 1 24 Pierson, on the job you do. Appreciate all of you's
25 Workforce Training Programin America designation from 25 hard work and dedication, and |egislators that agree to
Page 170 Page 172
1 Business Facilities Magazine, and our efforts in 2017 1 serve on here. That's really good. Very inportant
2 yielded a Nunber 2 Business Position in the South for 2 group.
3 Capital Investment and Job Creation. Only Kentucky in 3 MR W NDHAM
4  front of us. 4 Al right. Wth that, I'Il entertain a
5 So we're doing your work, and certainly 5 notion to adjourn.
6 the support that we get fromthis Board with the 6 Made by M. Hollis; seconded by
7 scrutiny, the requirenent for accountability and 7 M. Slone.
8 following a process, treating all of our clients in a 8 Al in favor, indicate with an "aye."
9 uniformmanner is greatly appreciated and nakes a very 9 (Several menbers respond "aye.")
10 significant statement towards establishing stability, 10 MR W NDHAM
11 which is the nunber one requirenent for business to make | 11 Al opposed with a "nay."
12 investnents in our state. 12 (No response.)
13 So thank you for your efforts and 13 MR W NDHAM
14 support in that regard. 14 Adj our ned.
15 MR, W NDHAM 15 (Meeting concludes at 12:08 p.m)
16 Thank you, Secretary Pierson. 16
17 | have just a couple of announcements 17
18 that | have to make before we adjourn. Mbst 18
19 inportantly, your annual ethics for Board nenbers is due | 19
20  Decenber 31st. If you have not taken the online class, 20
21  you will be getting -- you'll probably be getting an 21
22 e-mail anyway to sign up for the online ethics training 22
23 so that we all are in conpliance with that. 23
24 Board neeting dates for next year will 24
25 be forthcoming, | believe, or do we have then? Ch, we 25
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE:

I, ELICTA H WOODWORTH, Certified Court
Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, as the
of ficer before whomthis neeting for the Louisiana Board

1
2
3
4
5 of Commerce and Industry, do hereby certify that this
6 neeting was reported by me in the stenotype reporting

7 nmethod, was prepared and transcribed by nme or under ny
8 personal direction and supervision, and is a true and

9 correct transcript to the best of ny ability and

10  understandi ng;

11 That the transcript has been prepared in

12 conpliance with transcript format required by statute or
13 by rules of the board, that | have acted in conpliance
14 with the prohibition on contractual relationships, as

15 defined by Louisiana Code of Givil Procedure Article

16 1434 and in rules and advi sory opinions of the board,;

17 That | amnot related to counsel or to the
18 parties herein, nor am| otherwise interested in the

19  outcone of this matter.

20

Dated this 4th day of January, 2019.
21
22
23 ELICIA H WOODWORTH, CCR
24 CERTI FI ED COURT REPORTER
25
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Good morning, everyone.  I'd like to

 3   call to order the meeting for the December 14th Board of

 4   Commerce and Industry.  It is 9:02.

 5                   Just a few opening comments.  I'd like

 6   to welcome everyone to the meeting and say Happy

 7   Holidays to all of you.

 8                   For the new visitors who are here and

 9   the overflow room, I just want to give you an overview

10   of who we are because you may have never been to one of

11   these meetings -- who we are, what we do, you may have

12   never been to these meetings.

13                   We are the Board of Commerce and

14   Industry.  We're made up of 24 members from communities

15   and entities across the state.  Part of our charge is to

16   determine an applicant's compliance with the laws and

17   rules for a variety of programs.  I believe we hear four

18   different programs, maybe five different programs at

19   this meeting, the economic development incentive

20   programs.  From there we make recommendation, and in the

21   case of the ITEP especially, to the Governor on whether

22   or not a contract should be entered into between the

23   state and the applicant company.

24                   Once that determination is made, we, by

25   staff -- via staff, forward the approved Industrial Tax
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 1   Exemption applications to the specific local bodies for

 2   their consideration of approval or disapproval.

 3                   We administer in a uniform manner.  We

 4   ensure that the required documentation which establishes

 5   accountability is present and certified through the

 6   approval of the documents that these entities represent

 7   a positive and community -- a positive state and

 8   community economic impact for those communities that so

 9   choose to adopt them.

10                   The step this Board is charged with is

11   to determine if an application qualifies for a program

12   as provided for by the Constitution, the laws, the rules

13   and Executive Orders that govern the respective

14   programs.  If applicants meet these qualifications, it's

15   the responsibility of the Board to forward the

16   application to the local authorities.

17                   So as you step forward with thoughts or

18   comments, that you exercise your rights as a citizen of

19   Louisiana as well as the United States of America, we're

20   not here to debate the policies, though.  So keep that

21   in mind.  Stay on point.  Each one of the respondents or

22   speakers will be given two to three minutes of free

23   speech, but understand there's no need to repeat what

24   has previously been said.  If you can keep it concise

25   and to the point and not repeat -- I have a gavel.  If
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 1   you can keep it concise and to the point and not repeat

 2   what has been previously expressed.

 3                   This Board is here to administer the

 4   Economic Development programs as provided by law.

 5   They've been through the legal due process to adhere to

 6   the rules to govern the programs.  Your voice of concern

 7   should speak to whether a company is or not in

 8   compliance with the laws or C&I Board rules.

 9                   So those are just my opening comments.

10   With that, we'll move to rollcall, Ms. Simmons.

11               MS. SIMMONS:

12                   Dr. Shawn Wilson.

13               DR. S. WILSON:

14                   Here.

15               MS. SIMMONS:

16                   Designee Don Briggs.

17               MR. BRIGGS:

18                   Here.

19               MS. SIMMONS:

20                   Representative Phillip Devillier.

21               MR. DEVILLIER:

22                   Here.

23               MS. SIMMONS:

24                   Tanita Baker.

25               MS. BAKER:
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 1       Here.

 2   MS. SIMMONS:

 3       Mayor Glenn Brasseaux.

 4   MAYOR BRASSEAUX:

 5       Here.

 6   MS. SIMMONS:

 7       Representative Paul Hollis.

 8   MR. HOLLIS:

 9       Here.

10   MS. SIMMONS:

11       Yvette Cola.

12   (No response.)

13   MS. SIMMONS:

14       Major Coleman.

15   MAJOR COLEMAN:

16       Here.

17   MS. SIMMONS:

18       Ricky Fabra.

19   MR. FABRA:

20       Here.

21   MS. SIMMONS:

22       Manuel Fajardo.

23   (No response.)

24   MS. SIMMONS:

25       Jerald Jones.
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 1               MR. JONES:

 2                   Here.

 3               MS. SIMMONS:

 4                   Heather Malone.

 5               MS. MALONE:

 6                   Here.

 7               MS. SIMMONS:

 8                   Senator Francis Thomas.

 9               MR. THOMPSON:

10                   Here.  Thompson.

11               MS. SIMMONS:

12                   I'm sorry.  Thomson.

13               MR. THOMPSON:

14                   That's all right.  If Mr. Chairman can

15   repeat what I didn't hear when I came in four seconds

16   late.

17               MS. SIMMONS:

18                   Charles Miller.

19               MR. MILLER:

20                   Here.

21               MS. SIMMONS:

22                   Jan Moller.

23               MR. MOLLER:

24                   Here.

25               MS. SIMMONS:
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 1                   Senator Norby Chabert.

 2               MR. CHABERT:

 3                   Very good.  Yes, I am here.  This is

 4   only her second meeting, y'all, so she's getting it.

 5               MS. SIMMONS:

 6                   Secretary Don Pierson.

 7               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 8                   Present.

 9               MS. SIMMONS:

10                   Scott Richard.

11               (No response.)

12               MS. SIMMONS:

13                   Darrell Saizan.

14               (No response.)

15               MS. SIMMONS:

16                   Daniel Shexnaydre.

17               (No response.)

18               MS. SIMMONS:

19                   Ronnie Slone.

20               MR. SLONE:

21                   Here.

22               MS. SIMMONS:

23                   Bobby Williams.

24               MR. WILLIAMS:

25                   Here.
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 1               MS. SIMMONS:

 2                   Steve Windham.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Here.

 5               MS. SIMMONS:

 6                   And Dr. Wilson.

 7               (No response.)

 8               MS. SIMMONS:

 9                   We have a quorum.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Thank you, Ms. Simmons.

12                   I'm sure everyone has had a chance to

13   read the minutes from the last meeting.  Is there a

14   motion to approve?

15                   Made by Dr. Wilson; seconded by

16   Mr. Slone.

17                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

18               (Several members respond "aye.")

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All opposed with a "nay."

21               (No response.)

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Motion carries.

24                   Ms. Samantha Booker will be presenting

25   the Quality Jobs Program.
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 1                   This is your first presentation; right?

 2               MS. BOOKER:

 3                   It is.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   All right.  Everyone be nice.

 6               MS. BOOKER:

 7                   Good morning.  I have one new QJ

 8   application:  Application Number 20161808, Juniper

 9   Specialty Products, LLC in Calcasieu Parish.

10                   And that concludes the Quality Jobs

11   applications.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   All right.  And to note on here, there

14   is $140-million worth of investment, 13 new permanent

15   jobs, 250 construction jobs.

16                   Are there any questions from the Board

17   members concerning the application for Juniper Specialty

18   Products?

19               (No response.)

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Senator Thompson.

22               MR. THOMPSON:

23                   I would ask that as you go through

24   these, I'd like to know -- we're not debating, as the

25   acting Chairman said, we're not debating what the issues

0011

 1   are specifically, but I'd like to know -- it's been a

 2   lot of conversation about the largest tax rebates are

 3   forgiveness.  I'd like to know all of the details as you

 4   go through, specifically on how much it cost and how

 5   much there are left for parishes or cities or

 6   communities to benefit from.

 7                   Now, I know this one is not as specific,

 8   but as you go through them, I'm just telling those so I

 9   won't have to ask that question 10 times.

10               MS. BOOKER:

11                   Okay.

12               MR. THOMPSON:

13                   Thank you.

14               MS. BOOKER:

15                   Thank you.

16               MR. THOMPSON:

17                   And I'm sure Commerce & Industry

18   officials will make comments on it.

19               MS. BOOKER:

20                   Okay.

21               MR. THOMPSON:

22                   Thank you.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Thank you, Senator.

25                   Are there any comments from the audience
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 1   or guests?

 2               (No response.)

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   All right.  The motion has been made by

 5   President Miller to approve.  Is there a second?

 6                   Seconded by Major Coleman.

 7                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 8               (Several members respond "aye.")

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   All opposed with a "nay."

11               (No response.)

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Motion carries.

14               MS. BOOKER:

15                   I have three Quality Jobs Renewals:

16   Contract ID 20140144, Gravios Aluminum Boats, LLC in St.

17   Mary Parish; 20131171, NGL Energy Operating, LLC in East

18   Feliciana Parish; 20131124, Reagent Chemical & Research,

19   Inc., Ascension Parish.

20                   And that concludes the Quality Jobs

21   Renewals.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Thank you, Ms. Booker.

24                   Are there any comments from the public

25   concerning the renewals for the Quality Jobs Program?
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 1               (No response.)

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Questions or comments from any of the

 4   Board members?

 5               (No response.)

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Motion to approve made by Mr. Slone;

 8   seconded by Mayor Brasseaux.

 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10               (Several members respond "aye.")

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   All opposed with a "nay."

13               (No response.)

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Motion carries.

16               MS. BOOKER:

17                   I have two special requests.  First

18   request to add an affiliate or LLC members to Schedule 1

19   of the following contract:  Contract 2015049, TCI

20   Packaging, LLC requests to add TCI Plastics, LLC, Alvar

21   Properties 1, LLC, France Road Parkway Properties, LLC,

22   Transportation Consultants, Inc. in Orleans Parish.

23                   I also have one transfer of ownership:

24   Contract ID 20130822, from Boise Packaging Newsprint,

25   LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Packaging Corporation
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 1   of America to Packaging Corporation of America in

 2   Beauregard Parish.

 3                   And that concludes the specials.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Thank you, Ms. Booker.

 6                   Are there any comments from the audience

 7   concerning the change of affiliate or full transfer of

 8   ownership?

 9               (No response.)

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Is there any questions from the Board?

12               (No response.)

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Motion to approve made by Dr. Wilson;

15   seconded by Senator Thompson.

16                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

17               (Several members respond "aye.")

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   All opposed with a "nay."

20               (No response.)

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Motion carries.

23                   Thank you, Ms. Booker.  Good job.

24                   Next we have Restoration Tax Abatement

25   Program presented by Ms. Becky lambert.
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 1               MS. LAMBERT:

 2                   Good morning.  Restoration Tax Abatement

 3   program has one new application to present for Project

 4   ID 20161678, 2700 Bohn Motor, LLC in Orleans Parish for

 5   an investment of $9,480,000, 45 new permanent jobs and

 6   30 construction jobs.

 7                   This concludes the application.

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   All right.  Are there any questions from

10   the public concerning Restoration Tax Abatement Program

11   application?

12               (No response.)

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Questions from the Board?

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Is there a motion to approve?

18                   Made by Major Coleman; seconded by Jan

19   Moller.

20                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

21               (Several members respond "aye.")

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   All opposed with a "nay."

24               (No response.)

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Motion carries.

 2               MS. LAMBERT:

 3                   Thank you.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Next we have the Enterprise Zone Program

 6   presented by Joyce Metoyer.

 7               MS. METOYER:

 8                   Good morning.  I have five new

 9   applications:  20160039, Benny's Car Wash, LLC, East

10   Baton Rouge Parish; 20141316, Peter and Paul MT, LLC,

11   Orleans Parish; 20180100, Randolph McCormick Realty,

12   Incorporated, St. Landry Parish; 20160703, SB Nola

13   Subtenant, LLC, Orleans Parish; and 20150153, Willa

14   Jean, LLC, Orleans Parish.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   And can you run through the totals real

17   quick on those?

18               MS. METOYER:

19                   The investment?

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Yes, the investment and the tax break.

22               MS. METOYER:

23                   Okay.  For Benny's Car Wash, the

24   investment --

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Just in total.

 2               MS. METOYER:

 3                   Oh, the total.  I'm sorry.

 4                   The total investment is $58,383,398 for

 5   total investment, and the total ITC, Investment Tax

 6   Credit, is $875,735.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.

 9               MR. THOMPSON:

10                   The number of permanent jobs?

11               MS. METOYER:

12                   Yes, sir, these are all permanent jobs.

13               MR. THOMPSON:

14                   What's the estimated number of permanent

15   jobs?  One-hundred something.

16               MS. METOYER:

17                   161 new jobs.

18               MR. THOMPSON:

19                   Yes.  And the total is 58-million

20   investment; right?

21               MS. METOYER:

22                   Yes, sir.

23               MR. THOMPSON:

24                   Okay.  Thank you.

25               MS. METOYER:
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 1                   You're welcome.

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   All right.  Any comments from the public

 4   concerning the Enterprise Zone Program applications, the

 5   new ones?

 6               (No response.)

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Questions or comments from the Board?

 9               (No response.)

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   I'll entertain a motion to approve.

12                   Made by Major Coleman; seconded by Ms.

13   Malone.

14                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

15               (Several members respond "aye.")

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   All opposed with a "nay."

18               (No response.)

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Motion carries.

21                   Contract terminations.

22               MS. METOYER:

23                   Okay.  20150026, AJ Pontchartrain

24   Employer, LLC, Orleans parish.  The existing contract is

25   May 1 of '15 to April 30 of 2020.  The requested term
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 1   date is May 15 of 2018.  The program requirements were

 2   met and no additional jobs were anticipated; the next

 3   one is 20140988, Isidore Newman School in Orleans

 4   Parish.  The existing contract period is July 15 of 2014

 5   to July 14 of 2019.  The requested termination date is

 6   March 15 of 2017.  The program requirements have been

 7   met, no additional jobs are anticipated; 20120015, Twin

 8   Brothers Marine, LLC, St. Mary Parish.  The existing

 9   contract period March 27 of 2012 to March 26 of 2017.

10   The requested term date is September 26th of 2014.  The

11   program requirements have been met, no additional jobs

12   are anticipated; 20140151, International Paper,

13   Washington Parish.  The existing contract period is

14   February 1 of 2014 to January 31 of 2019.  The requested

15   term date is July 31 of 2016, and the program

16   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are

17   anticipated; 20120850, Associated Terminal of St.

18   Bernard, LLC, St. Bernard Parish.  The existing contract

19   period is November 1, 2013 to October 31 of 2018.  The

20   requested term date is April 30 of 2016.  The reason for

21   termination -- I'm sorry.  Program requirements have

22   been met, no additional jobs are anticipated; 20141196,

23   500 Laurel Development, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish.

24   The existing contract period is June 15 of 2015 to June

25   14 of 2020.  The requested term date is March 31 of
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 1   2017.  The program requirements have been met, no

 2   additional jobs are anticipated; 20130935, Corporate 737

 3   Hotels, LLC, Terrebonne Parish.  The existing contract

 4   period is June 17 of 2013 to June 16 of 2018.  The

 5   requested term date is June 16 of 2016.  The program

 6   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are

 7   anticipated; 20140182, B&G Food Enterprises, LLC,

 8   Lafourche Parish, February 10 of 2014 to February 9 of

 9   2019.  The requested term date is August 9 of 2016, and

10   the program requirements have been met, no additional

11   jobs are anticipated; 20140456, Enlink Midstream

12   Operating, LP, Acadia Parish, October 1, 2014 to

13   September 30, 2019 is the existing contract period.  The

14   requested termination date is March 31, 2017.  The

15   program requirements have been met and no additional

16   jobs are anticipated; 20131410, Super Hospitality Master

17   Tenant, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish.  The existing

18   contract is January 1, 2014 to 12/31/2018.  The

19   requested term dates is December 31, 2016.  The program

20   requirements have been met, no additional jobs are

21   anticipated; 20120870, Exxon Mobil Corp., East Baton

22   Rouge Parish.  The existing project period is May 1 of

23   2013 to April 30 of 2018.  The requested term date is

24   10/31 of 2015.  The program requirements have been met,

25   no additional jobs are anticipated; and 20110959,
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 1   Chalmette Refining, LLC, St. Bernard Parish, and the

 2   contract period is May 1 of '13 to April 30 of 2018.

 3   The requested term date is October 31 of 2015, and the

 4   program requirements have been met, no additional jobs

 5   are anticipated.

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.

 8                   Are there any comments from the public

 9   concerning any of the cancelations?

10               MS. METOYER:

11                   Terminations.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Terminations.  I'm sorry.  Terminations.

14                   Any questions from the Board?

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Motion has been made by Senator Thompson

18   to accept the terminations; seconded by Fajardo.

19                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

20               (Several members respond "aye.")

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   All opposed with a "nay."

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Motion carries.
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 1                   All right.  Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.

 2                   Next we have the Industrial Tax

 3   Exemption Program presented By Ms. Cheng.

 4               MS. CHENG:

 5                   Good morning.  I have five pre-Executive

 6   Order new applications:  20160715, Custom Metal Works in

 7   East Baton Rouge Parish; 20140273-A, Pod Pack

 8   International, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish; 20141578-A,

 9   Shell Chemical Company, LP in St. Charles Parish;

10   20151279-A, Westlake Vinyls Company, LP in Ascension

11   Parish; and 20160666, Westlake Vinyls Company, LP in

12   Ascension Parish.  Total investment of $54,953,90, 12

13   new jobs and 181 construction jobs.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   The tax relief from the first year of

16   exemption?

17               MS. CHENG:

18                   The estimated tax relief is $853,904.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All right.  Are there any questions or

21   any comments from the public concerning these

22   applications?

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Any questions or comments from the
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 1   Board?

 2               (No response.)

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Is there a motion to approve?

 5                   Made by Major Coleman; seconded by Ms.

 6   Cola.

 7               MS. BAKER:

 8                   Baker.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   I'm sorry.  Ms. Baker.

11                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

12               (Several members respond "aye.")

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   All opposed with a "nay."

15               (No response.)

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Motion carries.

18               MS. CHENG:

19                   I have three post-Executive Order 2017

20   Rule application, but Syrah Technologies, LLC in

21   Concordia Parish has asked to defer to the February 2019

22   meeting.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Is there a motion to accept the request

25   for deferral?
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 1                   Made by Jerry Jones; seconded by

 2   Mr. Slone.

 3                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 4               (Several members respond "aye.")

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   All opposed with a "nay."

 7               (No response.)

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Motion carries.

10                   These two applications.

11               MS. CHENG:

12                   These two applications have received

13   their local endorsements prior to coming to the Board:

14   20161566, Driftwood, LNG in Calcasieu Parish, and

15   20160187, HR NU Blu Energy, LLC in West Baton Rouge

16   Parish for a total investment of $15,946,603,365 with

17   380 new jobs and 6,530 construction jobs.  The estimated

18   first year of tax relief is $284,409,410.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Are there any comments from the public

21   concerning these two applications?

22                   Please step forward and identify

23   yourself.

24               MR. BAGERT:

25                   I have some material to hand out.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   You can give it to staff I believe.  Our

 3   staff.

 4               MR. BAGERT:

 5                   I'm Broderick Bagert with Together

 6   Louisiana, and two residents from Calcasieu Parish will

 7   hopefully be joining me after they pass out these

 8   packets.

 9                   This is or appears to be the largest

10   public subsidy by local governments in the history of

11   the country.  There are two sides to that.  That also

12   means it's a gigantic project with enormous positive

13   potential.  It's, if not the largest, close to the

14   largest capital investment in the history of the country

15   as well, and Southwest Louisiana is strategically

16   positioned to benefit in an extraordinary way from the

17   changes in the liquid natural gas exporting market.

18                   It also means that it is a really big

19   decision, and it ought to happen in an appropriate way.

20   Some things that have happened are not appropriate, and

21   we'd like to describe why there's concern in Calcasieu

22   Parish and request a deferral until the next meeting.

23                   No one we've talked to was against this

24   project.  Most people we've talked to aren't against an

25   exemption for this project.  They do want to be informed
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 1   about it before the decisions of their elected officials

 2   are made.

 3                   There's three documents that you have in

 4   that packet.  The first has got a little picture on it,

 5   and describes, well, four different points.  In February

 6   of 2017, this Board adopted a provision that is --

 7   became LA Administrative Code 503(D)(2)(b)(i); okay, and

 8   the text of it is right there.  It says, "The

 9   business" -- that is the applicant business seeking an

10   Industrial Tax Exemption -- "shall copy LED on its

11   written request to the parish governing authority, the

12   school board and municipality for the required

13   resolutions and its written request to the sheriff for

14   the required letter."

15                   The intent here was under the old rules,

16   when the process starting by companies going to their

17   local taxing bodies and then would come to the Board of

18   Commerce & Industry, that citizens would know that's

19   happening, because if the only people who know it was

20   happening were industry and elected officials, then

21   there wasn't a meaningful public process to deliberate

22   around it.  And in order to address that concern, this

23   Board adopted the provisions which started being known

24   as the "ITEP Sunshine Provision."

25                   It goes on, "LED" -- after being CC'd --
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 1   "shall post a copy -- or post a copy of the business'

 2   written request to the parish governing authority,

 3   school board and municipality for the required

 4   resolutions and the business' written request to the

 5   sheriff for the required letter on its website no later

 6   than three business days after the receipt of the

 7   request."

 8                   Now, there was, subsequent to this, an

 9   interpretation by Mr. House that this is not what it

10   appears to be, that it wasn't your intent to actually

11   have the public know what's going on, that this only

12   became relevant if there was a written request to start

13   120-day period.

14                   On the backside of this page is the

15   transcript of the deliberation that happened on February

16   21st, 2017, and it says what many of you know to be the

17   case, that the intent of this is what it looks like it

18   was, to make sure that people know an important decision

19   is going on before that decision is made.  This was not

20   adhered to in this case.  There was no posting of the

21   application.  There was no notice provided that the

22   deliberation process had started.

23                   Next, the local taxing bodies -- and

24   this is on them, not on me -- have set up a committee of

25   a formal representative of the taxing bodies that meets
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 1   in violation of public meeting laws.  It is -- doesn't

 2   provide public notice, it bars public input, and it is

 3   convened by an industry representative.  It was that

 4   body that developed the recommendation of 100-percent

 5   exemption, and nobody even knew a 100-percent exemption

 6   is still a possibility because the rules had changed it

 7   to cap at 80 percent.

 8                   Now, you and I know that there is a

 9   provision of a period of time that allows 100 percent,

10   and it folds into that exception, but there was no way

11   to know that this was even going on, much less that it

12   fell into that exception; right?  So everybody thought

13   80 percent, we can live with that.

14                   This committee meets in secret, then

15   makes a recommendation, and with 24-hours notice,

16   Driftwood LNG Industrial Tax Exemption goes on an agenda

17   for a school board and police jury.  Police jury dealt

18   with it in 45 seconds.  The school board had almost no

19   discussion about it.  There was no provision of the

20   cost.  As far as we know, the school board members never

21   even saw the analysis.  On the same day that Exxon --

22   Amazon approved HQ2 and New Yorkers flew into a rage

23   because it was 112,000 jobs, this project got approved

24   by the school board, and it's $8-million per job (sic).

25                   The Calcasieu -- it is true.  It's
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 1   $2.4-billion and 350 jobs.

 2                   The Calcasieu school board president, in

 3   his personal capacity, because there has not been time

 4   to hold a meeting, has written to you asking for you to

 5   defer it and has said that the information provided was

 6   minimal and it left out pertinent information.  It

 7   failed to include critical details.  And what he ends

 8   with is by saying, "By having a more public process, a

 9   more open process, it will end with greater support for

10   Tellurian, Driftwood LNG."

11                   We think that's the case.  We think

12   people back this project, but to approve the largest

13   exemption in state history, maybe in the country's

14   history, on this basis with a violation of your own

15   rules around Sunshine, with a violation locally around

16   public meeting law and without anybody knowing what's

17   going on is unnecessary and is going to leave a long

18   legacy of distrust around this.

19                   More than 1,000 residents have signed a

20   petition --

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Are you drawing to a close, Mr. Bagert?

23               MR. BAGERT:

24                   Yes, sir.

25                   -- expressing concern about this in a
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 1   72-hour period, and a few of those who are here today

 2   would like to talk.

 3                   Thank you.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Thank you.

 6                   Senator Thompson.

 7               MR. THOMPSON:

 8                   Just a couple questions for Mr. Bagert.

 9   You and I have had discussions about the exemptions for

10   many years, and I think y'all have done good, Together

11   Louisiana.  Not always to what I thought, but basically

12   taking another look at exemptions and how communities

13   are left, or some of them, many years back, never got

14   anything, just got the exemption.  But I made it clear

15   to you on one in Lake Providence, Louisiana, and to the

16   chairman of Commerce & Industry and others, I noticed

17   most of these names that are mentioned are below I20.

18   Matter of fact, below I10.  You don't -- I did hear

19   Concordia mentioned once, but we have very little of

20   that.  But you and I argued a point about a facility

21   that was built and back to across the levee up in East

22   Carroll Parish, and we had a disagreement, but I wanted

23   to remind you of this.  Locals wanted it, and I told you

24   that.  And I said a lot of things I would change, but

25   that's not my job.  Probably a lot of the things they
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 1   would change if they were a state senator, but that's

 2   not their job.

 3                   And I reminded you, if we did not get an

 4   exemption on this plant, it wouldn't be here in two

 5   years.  And if we didn't, that land is worth zero.  Now,

 6   you can talk about how much it's valued at and what

 7   it's -- but it's worth zero without the economic

 8   development portion in it.

 9                   So my question to you today is, the

10   locals did go through the process.  The meeting might

11   not have been as long as you would like it or I would

12   like it.  They didn't maybe go in through all of the

13   details that you thought, but you're not on that board,

14   nor I or probably anyone else on the Louisiana group.

15   What procedure did you find that was the most

16   incriminating part of it?

17               MR. BAGERT:

18                   Well, I remember the Lake Providence

19   discussion well, and two days before that meeting, I was

20   on a conference with Sister Bernie Barrett, who is a --

21   I don't know if she loves Lake Providence as much as you

22   do, but she loves it a lot.

23               MR. THOMPSON:

24                   Not as much, but pretty close.

25               MR. BAGERT:
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 1                   That's right.  A close second.

 2                   And she asked whether there was anything

 3   on there that dealt with Lake Providence, and I said no.

 4   And then that, if I remember, was in a separate part of

 5   the agenda because it was dealing with a company that

 6   had closed, and that's an unusual category for providing

 7   an exemption.

 8               MR. THOMPSON:

 9                   Right.

10               MR. BAGERT:

11                   And you went after me because what do I

12   know about Lake Providence, and I said that you scare

13   me, but not as much as Sister Bernie.  And I couldn't

14   not convey the questions and concerns, not opposition in

15   that instance.

16                   But I tell you, she just raised $50,000

17   to do community improvement in Lake Providence, so she's

18   going to want to work with you.

19                   The two things that we think provided a

20   significant and actionable basis for not providing

21   adequate or legal public notice are these:  First, this

22   Board has adopted a procedure for the rules in

23   application for this request that say the applicant

24   company starts the process by writing a letter to the

25   local entities and needs to CC LED, and within three
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 1   days, LED needs to put it on its website.

 2                   I'm fully aware and you'll hear LED

 3   staff attorneys say that doesn't say what it appears to

 4   say.  He'll say that that only comes into effect if the

 5   companies are requesting 120-day period.  I would ask

 6   you to recall your own memory and the testimony on here

 7   and what the Governor has said publicly about the intent

 8   of that.  Some of these things don't get resolved unless

 9   there's a lawsuit.  We don't have a bunch of lawyers.

10   We've just got a bunch of citizens.  But that's the

11   first, so that no public residents, no members of the

12   public had any way, even if they were inclined, had any

13   way to know that this deliberation was happening.

14                   Second, at the local level, a process

15   whereby official representatives of public bodies met

16   without public notice with industry representatives in a

17   meeting that barred the public, developed a

18   recommendation that was then acted on.  That violates

19   public meeting law, and inside of this process, you

20   can't fix that by having a subsequent meeting that

21   doesn't violate it.  If the school board members had

22   gone to Bermuda and all deliberated and come up to a

23   conclusion and then they had a second meeting that was

24   public, it wouldn't fix the fact that deliberation and

25   recommendation happened in a way that's nonpublic.

0034

 1                   There was a misunderstanding at the

 2   local entities' level that if it wasn't an elected

 3   official, if it was just staff, then public meeting law

 4   didn't apply.  It does apply.  There have been 21

 5   decisions by the Attorney General's office that show

 6   that any official representative of the public body

 7   representing the public body, public meeting laws apply.

 8   That was violated.  So the result is, in the largest

 9   public subsidy in American history, there was no

10   responsibility of citizens having any of the information

11   about the project before the decision was made.  That's

12   wrong.  That's illegal.  And all they're asking for is

13   60 days to have those hearings.  And then so be it.  And

14   then if it's approved just the way it is now, they can

15   take it up with their school board member, they can take

16   it up with the police jury member.  They may disagree,

17   but they won't have a claim to feel that their rights

18   were violated to know what was happening.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All right.  Thank you.

21               MR. THOMPSON:

22                   Okay.  Let me make a comment, if I

23   might, to that.  I understand that, and I had forgotten

24   how well versed you were and how much you enjoy talking

25   about this issue, but that's a good thing.

0035

 1                   But to answer my question specifically,

 2   the public bodies met and voted in a positive way; is

 3   that correct?

 4               MR. BAGERT:

 5                   After --

 6               MR. THOMPSON:

 7                   Yes or no?

 8               MR. BAGERT:

 9                   Yes, after having a meeting that

10   violated public meeting law and the school board

11   president had -- again, yes.

12               MR. THOMPSON:

13                   But that's not this body's or this

14   group's problem.  We take it as it comes and that those

15   public bodies did vote in favor of it; isn't that

16   correct?

17               MR. BAGERT:

18                   Your mission under Constitution is to

19   make decisions that are in the best interest of the

20   state.

21               MR. THOMPSON:

22                   Well, let us decide that.  You just

23   answer the questions about public bodies voting for it.

24               MR. BAGERT:

25                   It is within the purview of this Board's
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 1   mandate to determine whether a public process

 2   violated -- being your own public process, though, and

 3   so we do think that's a consideration.

 4               MR. THOMPSON:

 5                   Yeah.  But they did vote for it; isn't

 6   that correct?  That's the question I ask.

 7               MR. BAGERT:

 8                   They did.

 9               MR. THOMPSON:

10                   Thank you.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Mr. Jones.

13               MR. JONES:

14                   Mr. Bagert, there's information in your

15   handout that I don't find that is in your -- it may be.

16   I tried to read through it very quickly as I've just now

17   gotten it.

18                   When was the meeting of the parish held?

19   Not the committee meeting that you're referring to, but

20   the meeting itself where this was passed, what date was

21   that?

22               MR. BAGERT:

23                   November the 13th for the school board,

24   and then I'm not recalling the police jury.  Maybe it

25   was the -- do y'all know?  Sometime in November.
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 1               MR. JONES:

 2                   So it was several weeks ago?

 3               MR. BAGERT:

 4                   Yes, sir.

 5               MR. JONES:

 6                   And you knew at that time that, at least

 7   your allegations, that they violated open meetings?

 8               MR. BAGERT:

 9                   I don't think anybody knew at that time.

10   Nobody knew any of the details or even that something

11   significant had happened at that time because there

12   still was, after the meeting, all it said was the

13   Driftwood LNG exemption had been approved.

14               MR. JONES:

15                   Okay.  I'm trying to understand.  I

16   understand your allegations to be two-fold.  Number one,

17   that a clandestine meeting of government officials that

18   you believe violates the open meetings law, that's one.

19               MR. BAGERT:

20                   That's right.

21               MR. JONES:

22                   And Number 2, I thought there was

23   something about the school board -- the parish meeting

24   itself had violated open meetings.  Is that true?

25               MR. BAGERT:
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 1                   That's less clear in that they did give

 2   a notice that Driftwood LNG was on there.  They didn't

 3   provide information around it.  I'm not sure whether

 4   that violates public meetings law.  That's the kind of

 5   judgment call the court sometimes makes.

 6                   But after they acted, there was still no

 7   understanding and awareness that an exemption of this

 8   size has been approved because no information was shared

 9   publically that that meeting --

10               MR. JONES:

11                   Okay.  It was passed at a duly-called

12   meeting giving 24-hours notice of everything that was on

13   the agenda; is that correct?

14               MR. BAGERT:

15                   That's our understanding.

16               MR. JONES:

17                   Okay.  Now, the earlier meeting that you

18   you're referring to, when did you learn of that early

19   meeting?

20               MR. BAGERT:

21                   In late December -- personally, in late

22   November.

23               MR. JONES:

24                   Okay.  Late November, so it's been at

25   least a couple of weeks.  You realize that if there is
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 1   an open -- if you believe there's an open meetings

 2   violation, there's a way to resolve that by filing a

 3   lawsuit?

 4               MR. BAGERT:

 5                   A lot of the details that we found out

 6   about that meeting are from an attorney who appears to

 7   be preparing a lawsuit on just those grounds.

 8               MR. JONES:

 9                   But it's not been filed?

10                   This is my difficulty is that Number 1,

11   frankly, I've been doing municipal law for 30 years, and

12   I frankly disagree with your assessment of what the open

13   meetings law says with this issue.  I strongly disagree

14   with you.  So when you come to us and represent, you're

15   not under oath, you're coming in and making

16   representations to this Board about something that's

17   happened that we have no way of verifying, we have no

18   way of determining whether it's true or not.  You're

19   asking us to accept your word and put a stop to

20   something that local officials, as far as we are

21   concerned, has acted on, that you're wanting us to stop

22   it based on your representations of, A, what you believe

23   happened, but we don't know for sure, of what you

24   believe the law to be, that I disagree with personally.

25   I can't speak for anybody else on the Board.
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 1                   I might suggest to you, Mr. Bagert, that

 2   the right way to handle this, if you come to me and

 3   says, "We have filed suit because we believe that there

 4   is a violation," I would be much more inclined to listen

 5   to your argument, because at that point, somebody has

 6   filed something under oath before a court of law that A,

 7   B, C and D has happened.

 8               MR. BAGERT:

 9                   Well --

10               MR. JONES:

11                   I can't speak for the rest of the Board,

12   but that's my problem with what you're bringing to us

13   here.  There was plenty of time to file a lawsuit based

14   on what you've learned.  There's -- if there was a

15   citizen that felt that strongly about it, believe me, I

16   have fought open meetings lawsuits, and always there's a

17   lawyer who's willing to file them if somebody feels

18   strongly enough to get it done.

19                   So that's my struggle with what you're

20   bringing to me today.  You want me to accept what you're

21   telling me.  I hesitate on that given the fact that

22   there were lawful actions that, at least on its face,

23   from public bodies.

24               MR. BAGERT:

25                   Look, two things:  One is not everybody
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 1   can afford an attorney.  The second --

 2               MR. JONES:

 3                   Excuse me, Mr. Bagert.  Let me stop

 4   before everybody starts clapping.  When I see how much

 5   money Together Louisiana is spending in this state,

 6   there's plenty of money for Together Louisiana to hire a

 7   lawyer, I guarantee you.

 8               MR. BAGERT:

 9                   How much do you think Together Louisiana

10   is spending in this state?

11               MR. JONES:

12                   When I see the ads, somebody's paying

13   for that.  Somebody's paying for those ads in the

14   newspapers; somebody's paying for the website;

15   somebody's paying for the mailouts that go out.  So I

16   don't know.

17               MR. BAGERT:

18                   You'd be amazed.

19               MR. JONES:

20                   Apparently I would be because I know how

21   much ads in the newspapers cost.

22               MR. BAGERT:

23                   We didn't take any ads in the newspaper.

24   This was an article.

25                   The second is there's something broader
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 1   at stake than narrow legality, and it's the principle

 2   and the concept that when an important decision is made,

 3   citizens ought to have the opportunity to have access to

 4   the information that's relevant to that decision.  And

 5   even outside of the narrow legality, the questions of

 6   narrow legality that we have raised attempting in our

 7   most honest way to represent our understanding of what

 8   happened, and at the request of 1,000 residents of

 9   Calcasieu Parish, that's one question.

10                   The other is, if there's no way that

11   people can know something is happening, then they ought

12   to be given the opportunity to have a hearing, and

13   that's what they're asking for.  So I don't think it's

14   just a matter of what's legal.  It's a matter of what's

15   appropriate and what's good for the people in Calcasieu

16   and the state.

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   Thank you, Mr. Bagert.

19                   Mr. Moller.

20               MR. MOLLER:

21                   Is Mr. House available to come up?

22   Because I'm -- you know, as you stated, Mr. Chairman,

23   we're here to see -- you know, not to vote necessarily

24   on our opinion of tax exemptions, but to see if whether

25   these applicants followed the rules and the laws that
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 1   we've set up.  And I'm curious, Mr. House, on your

 2   interpretation of this Sunshine provision that we

 3   adopted, and I believe I either made the motion or

 4   seconded the motion, and I certainly remember what my

 5   intent was at the time, but I'm curious how you

 6   interpret it because what I have before me, it says,

 7   "LED shall post a copy of the business's written request

 8   on its website no later than three business days after

 9   receipt of the request."  Was that followed?  Did LED do

10   that, do you know?  And what is your understanding of

11   the intent?

12               MR. HOUSE:

13                   That statute -- I'm sorry.  That rule,

14   which is available to companies under its plain

15   language, which is available to companies who have not

16   been able to secure a hearing before a local group,

17   before a local entity, and it provides for a 120-day

18   period in which a local entity has to act.  And this is

19   under the 2017 approval process.

20               MR. MOLLER:

21                   Does this fall under the 2017 process?

22               MR. HOUSE:

23                   Yes, it does, and -- but, Mr. Moller, as

24   you know, at that particular meeting, we were discussing

25   this 120-day process, and this particular -- I've never
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 1   heard it called the "Sunshine Act."  It wasn't called

 2   that at the meeting.  I remember Mr. Jones making a

 3   number of comments at the point -- at that point in

 4   time, and I also made a point in time that this referred

 5   -- made a comment at this point in time that this

 6   referred to the 120-day provision.

 7                   This particular rule has been followed

 8   twice or has been invoked twice, once by a company in

 9   Orleans Parish and another time by a company in Caddo

10   Parish, and in both instances, they had not secured or

11   been able to secure a hearing on their request for an

12   exemption under the 2017 rules, and the companies have

13   to have that request for an exemption.

14               MR. MOLLER:

15                   So they came to you after they couldn't

16   secure that hearing?

17               MR. HOUSE:

18                   They filed their notice under this

19   particular provision because that's what it was designed

20   for, and then when they filed that request or that

21   notice, that notice was published in accordance with

22   what you call the "Sunshine Act."

23                   There have been now, since under the

24   2017 rules, there have been a large number of

25   contracts -- I'd have to go back and count them -- where
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 1   nobody followed that notice provision because that

 2   notice provision wasn't applicable.  The companies were

 3   able to go before local governing bodies, secure the

 4   notice from the local governing bodies and get heard,

 5   have hearings.  And then those local governing bodies

 6   provided us with Exhibit B, as is the case here.

 7                   So this particular applicant followed

 8   the same process that probably 50 to 100 other

 9   applicants have followed in getting their contract

10   approved.  There was no objection at that time, no

11   invocation of some type of "Sunshine Act."

12                   So that's my answer to your question.

13               MR. MOLLER:

14                   Okay.

15               MR. HOUSE:

16                   And let me just add one other thing

17   while I'm here and it's fresh on everybody's mind

18   regarding the statement about Together Louisiana and

19   money.  Last year in Ascension Parish there was a

20   controversy about whether or not the city council or

21   parish council gave appropriate notice.  Together

22   Louisiana filed a lawsuit against Ascension Parish and

23   there was a hearing.  My recollection, I believe it was

24   ultimately settled by the parties, but, Mr. Jones, I

25   just wanted to make sure everyone knew that because that
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 1   wasn't the answer you just got.

 2               MR. MOLLER:

 3                   Okay.  I guess my second question, I

 4   don't know if it's for you or Mr. Bagert, but if the

 5   question here is whether to grant a -- to defer this

 6   until February, if this is deferred, what's the

 7   recourse, like what could potentially be different in

 8   February than today?

 9               MR. HOUSE:

10                   Well, I think as a matter of how this

11   board conducts itself, Number 1, I don't know that

12   there's any pending motion before the Board right now to

13   defer anything.

14               MR. MOLLER:

15                   No, but that's the request.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   There is no motion.

18               MR. HOUSE:

19                   There is no motion before the Board,

20   Mr. Moller, so in terms of a hypothetical motion or a

21   hypothetical consideration of this, the advice -- and

22   you guys are the Board members.  I'm just giving you

23   some advice here -- is that you -- in the 2017 rules,

24   you set up a way to operate.  You set that up with the

25   2018 rules.  I do believe that you have Exhibit Bs, and
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 1   Tam Bourgeois, Executive Counsel of LED, can give you

 2   the history of Exhibit Bs and the Board meetings and the

 3   information that we have regarding the procedures that

 4   went forth at the local level.  And you can give as much

 5   weight as you want to or don't want to with respect to

 6   that, but I believe that, you know, that's a matter of

 7   your judgment, but I would ask you to take that into

 8   consideration and that if -- you know, and take into

 9   consideration the entirety of what you're considering

10   here in terms of the exemption and make the best

11   decision that you can.

12                   But the idea that, Number 1, there

13   hasn't been public notice or public bodies haven't met

14   is dispelled by the documentation.  I believe it's in

15   your packet.  But, again, that's up for you to decide.

16   I mean, if you read these Exhibit Bs and these

17   resolutions from these bodies and you don't want to

18   believe them, then maybe you don't want to believe that

19   9/11 happened, I don't know, but that's up to you.

20   You're a Board member.  So take into account those

21   things that you have before you and what they are, and

22   take into account -- I do believe notice is very

23   important.  I do believe that what happens is important.

24   But take a look at what you have in your file and make

25   your determination.  I think this Board can interpret
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 1   its own rules.

 2               MR. MOLLER:

 3                   Well, for the record, I do believe that

 4   9/11 happened, but I also believe there are 1,000

 5   citizens of Calcasieu Parish who don't believe that

 6   they've had adequate input into this process.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Thank you, Mr. Moller.

 9                   Senator Chabert.

10               MR. CHABERT:

11                   Thank you.  I don't know if Mr. Bagert

12   wants to come back up or what.  I don't necessarily know

13   if I have any questions or comments for the gentleman.

14                   There's a lot of numbers being tossed

15   around, and I just want to make sure that I give

16   adequate representation to some of the other factors.

17                   Some of the issues that this Board has

18   to analyze is return on investment.  This is the Board

19   of Commerce & Industry.  What is the value of the

20   investment that is before us?  It's a $15-billion

21   investment of which the opponents are talking about,

22   that $2-billion exemption.  There's 350 jobs associated

23   with this project; okay, that are permanent.  Ain't

24   going no where.  It's going to be there in, as we say

25   down in the bayou, "temps toute de la terre" (sic), as
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 1   long as there it shall last.  All right.  They there.

 2   All right.  And there's another 6,400 construction jobs

 3   associated with that for a total salary of over

 4   $31-million.  The average construction job salary is

 5   going to be somewhere around $83,000.  They going to be

 6   building that plant for a long time.  Those jobs in that

 7   community; okay, the average salary on those jobs, 350

 8   of them, $95,000 a year.  $95,000 a year.  That's

 9   strong, y'all.  That's a heck of a deal.

10                   I don't serve on the Calcasieu Parish

11   School Board.  I don't know -- you know, I do know that

12   it's one of largest school boards in the state.  I think

13   there's something along the lines like 11 or 15 members

14   on it, where the average school board in the State of

15   Louisiana is nine.  For those of you who do not know, I

16   am also the Chairman of the Senate Natural Resources

17   Committee, so this is an area that I have particular

18   involvement with.  The Driftwood LNG project, the

19   Tellurian Group, have been advancing this project for

20   literally years.  There has been so much community

21   outreach about this project, you can't -- and I don't

22   mean this in any way, shape or form to anyone here or on

23   this list as disrespectfully.  Okay.  I respect citizen

24   participation.  I mean, I voted for every Sunshine law

25   since I've been in office.  I am for it.  My father was
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 1   a teacher.  I get the impact that some of these

 2   exemptions, how they hit school boards and local

 3   governments and whatnot.  However; all right, there's

 4   over 200,000 people in Calcasieu Parish and growing.  It

 5   is literally the fastest growing market in the State of

 6   Louisiana in the Southern region and one of fastest

 7   growing in the country.  What's going on there is world

 8   renowned.  Okay?

 9                   And, again, I'm going to say this

10   with -- I mean no disrespect.  It's really hard to live

11   where y'all live and not know about this project.

12   Everyone is talking about it, and have been.  The

13   Chamber of Commerce laud this project.  The Southwest

14   Economic Development Alliance lauds this project.  Not

15   to mention, the same people who brought you Cheniere

16   Energy, that amazing transformational project that is

17   being lauded worldwide as the first LNG export facility,

18   they got bought out, and you know what they did?  They

19   started a new company called Tellurian.  Okay?  And are

20   doing -- they're trying to replicate the successes that

21   they had with Cheniere Energy.  And all of y'all that

22   are working in Calcasieu and the Cameron area, all of

23   that area, that know what kind of economic boom it has

24   been, the construction that's going on, the retail

25   investment, the improvements to schools, salary
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 1   increases across the board, that was because of Cheniere

 2   Energy.  And then you've got Tellurian coming right

 3   behind it, and then you have another one.

 4                   I know a lot of you around here aren't

 5   familiar with the FERC process.  That's the permitting

 6   process federally that these people have to go through.

 7   It's minimum nine, 15 months.  And they're still going

 8   through it.  They're not even approved yet.  So there's

 9   ample information out there for anyone, including all of

10   the members of the school board, all of the members of

11   the parish government, the sheriffs, the respective

12   council person; okay, certainly the legislative

13   delegation, the state economic development authority,

14   and again the Southwest Economic Alliance.  It's not

15   like information on there isn't out there.  But I

16   understand what y'all are saying about whether or not

17   the benefit is there and should citizens have been

18   informed.  We appreciate that.  However, that's not our

19   job.  Okay?

20                   I totally agree with what my colleague

21   said about disputing Mr. Bagert's question about whether

22   or not that was even operating in an illegal way about

23   the public meeting law, I don't know if I agree with

24   that at all.  And then I totally think that probably a

25   lawsuit should be filed if that is the due course, but
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 1   that isn't our job.

 2                   So I don't know if Mr. Bagert wants to

 3   say anything or -- and, look, I respect the heck out of

 4   him.  And he comes before -- I know a lot of you, this

 5   is your first meeting, but he comes in every meeting and

 6   defends the citizens of our state, and that's a good

 7   thing.

 8               MR. BAGERT:

 9                   Only to clarify that you refer to me and

10   the others here as opponents of this project.

11               MR. CHABERT:

12                   I don't know if I said opponents, and I

13   may have.  I don't want it to be --

14               MR. BAGERT:

15                   And really as matter of clarification,

16   the request is for a deferral till the next meeting so

17   that they can have a process that feels like they had

18   the basic information and were able to discuss it and

19   don't have a sort of -- you know, there's a lot of

20   people that have come to feel like our politics are

21   rigged.  There's a lot of people in Calcasieu who feels

22   like this was rigged, and 60 days would address that and

23   then we're all right back on track.

24                   They knew Driftwood existed.  They

25   didn't know about the exemption, the size, the scale of
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 1   it, and they just want to be able to have a public

 2   process with their public officials and then take it up

 3   in two months.  There's not opposition from Together

 4   Louisiana or, as far as we know, the 1,000 people on

 5   that petition to the project.  It's asking for a

 6   deferral to have a public process.

 7               MR. CHABERT:

 8                   Understood and respected.

 9                   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Thank you, Senator Chabert.

12                   Dr. Wilson.

13               DR. S. WILSON:

14                   I was just going to point out for my

15   peer, Senator Chabert, Mr. House asked us to go back and

16   look at the Exhibit, and I just wanted to share with the

17   public what we look at here is a resolution that was

18   unanimous by the school board.  So I have to trust the

19   local elected officials that the citizens have voted

20   for, and I would echo the Senator's comments.  I don't

21   know, going through several processes, whether it's

22   environmental process or others, where we delay and

23   expect a different alternative, and I think those delays

24   can be very complicated and very impactful, particularly

25   when you're talking about $15-billion of investment.

0054

 1   And I met just this week with other entities in the same

 2   business looking to get their final investment decision

 3   sooner than later, and I think those delays only

 4   complicate that process as well as others.

 5                   So for the public to know, all of the

 6   exhibit and supports we see are from a unanimous school

 7   board, as well as support from the sheriff and others

 8   that are in this package, and that's what we have to

 9   base our decisions on.  So my opinion at this point is I

10   don't see the value in the delay and would welcome to

11   hear other comments from the citizens that would like to

12   speak.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Thank you, Dr. Wilson.

15                   I believe we have two others that want

16   to speak to this item.  Again, if the audience can keep

17   applause down, that would be good, and if you can

18   keep -- and not repeat what's been said before, that

19   would be really good.

20               MS. GRAVES:

21                   Absolutely.  My name is Georgina Graves,

22   I'm --

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Ms. Graves, can you pull the mic a

25   little closer?
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 1               MS. GRAVES:

 2                   I have a sweet voice.  I'm sorry.

 3                   My name is Georgina Graves.  I'm from

 4   Sulphur, Louisiana.  I pride myself on being very active

 5   in our community.

 6                   Unfortunately, I was unaware of the

 7   motion to pass the LNG tax exemption, and nobody is

 8   against it.  What we are against is the exclusion of the

 9   public word.  And everybody wants to have this.  We are

10   definitely, like you said earlier, a booming town.  We

11   have advancements happening left and right, but on

12   several of the things, we had Calcasieu Parish School

13   Board, on their agenda posted online, did have a motion

14   to talk about LNG, but with this motion, no documents

15   were provided for the public to see, nor online or at

16   the meeting itself, and they were denied public comment.

17                   Now, I know this is a problem that

18   should be taken up with ur school board, and believe me,

19   that we have.  But what I'm trying to implore upon you

20   is not that we are against this, but is by not delaying

21   this, you are setting a standard that you could

22   fasttrack and ignore your constituents, have a

23   separate -- they set aside a separate tax authority to

24   thwart the engagement of the public and then made, you

25   know, sidebar conclusions without engaging us, which is
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 1   wrong.  And if we're just going to come back to the same

 2   conclusion that Driftwood gets accepted in 60 days, then

 3   so be it, but you're going to force the conversation

 4   with the constituents, which is ideally and

 5   altruistically how it's supposed to be; right?  That's

 6   all we're asking, because you're going to help set the

 7   standard that stuff like this will not rest, that it is

 8   unacceptable of any elected official, because I would

 9   hope that each of you would hear the concerns of anyone

10   that came to you, and that's not what's happening here.

11                   Thank you.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Thank you.

14                   Ma'am, I believe we have one more.

15   Sorry Senator.

16                   Mr. Briggs.

17               MR. BRIGGS:

18                   This project is absolutely enormous.  It

19   is a blessing for our state and for those in Calcasieu

20   and that part of the state that we have such a project.

21   And the last thing we want to ever do is have that

22   project be moved across the river, the other side of the

23   State of Louisiana.

24                   Now, you know, I agree with -- I believe

25   we voted on it.  I have family in that area, and there

0057

 1   are so many special projects going on in Calcasieu

 2   Parish and that part of the state, and the state is

 3   reaping the benefits from it.  So is that whole area.

 4   And even when this one was being developed and voted on

 5   and things like that, that I even talked to some of my

 6   family there, but there's so many wonderful projects

 7   already, and this is one of those very special ones as

 8   jobs that keep on giving, revenue that keeps on giving.

 9   It doesn't get any better than that.  We're fortunate to

10   have it.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Thank you, Mr. Briggs.

13                   Mr. Jones.

14               MR. JONES:

15                   I think it's real important for all of

16   the citizens to know, not just of Calcasieu Parish, but

17   everywhere, is a group of people came to this Board,

18   including the Governor, and said, "We want the locals to

19   have a voice," and we went through a great deal of

20   process to ensure that locals have a voice.  We put

21   rules in place to make sure locals have a voice.

22   However, we cannot become the policemen to make sure

23   that the locals are doing it right.  We have to, at some

24   level, let locals be locals.  You've asked for the right

25   to go to them and make your arguments, and if your
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 1   locals, if you feel like your locals aren't doing it

 2   right, and, as you said, ma'am, you need to bring it up

 3   with them.

 4               MS. GRAVES:

 5                   We have.

 6               MR. JONES:

 7                   But we -- I understand.  Just one second

 8   and you'll speak as long as Mr. Windham lets you.

 9                   But the difficulty you're putting -- by

10   asking what you're asking, the difficulty you're putting

11   on this Board is that then, in the future, every time

12   someone doesn't like what the locals have chosen, they

13   can come to this Board and say, "Wait a minute.  They

14   didn't dot this 'i'.  They didn't cross that 't.'  Y'all

15   need to defer and let us have another shot at the

16   locals."  And I Frankly don't want this Board to be put

17   in that situation.

18                   If when the board sends us their

19   certified copies of their decisions, that needs to be

20   what we rely on.  And if you as citizens don't like the

21   way your boards handle it, I think that's where your

22   recourse is.  Not this Board.

23                   Thank you.

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Thank you, Mr. Jones.
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 1                   Ma'am.

 2               MS. AMES:

 3                   I've been waiting to speak, because I

 4   just want to make it short, sweet --

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Please state your name.

 7               MS. AMES:

 8                   My name is Heather Ames.  I am a journey

 9   wireman from Lake Charles, Louisiana in Calcasieu

10   Parish, which means that I am a construction worker.

11   There's a large possibility that I will work on this

12   project, and I do not make $95,00 a year.

13                   But I'm not debating on -- I want you to

14   understand that these projects are my bread and butter.

15   This is how I make my money.  I know exactly what it

16   means.

17                   Now, the only debates that I have is

18   they already bought the land.  They're not moving, you

19   know.  And $2-million, this is a national conversation.

20   Okay?  We're not asking to have permission to come up

21   here and just cry whenever things don't go our way.

22                   It's obvious to me, it should be obvious

23   to everyone else, that there was some gray areas, some

24   miscommunications about the law, about the "Sunshine"

25   rules, and these were recently implemented, and this
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 1   also applies to our local officials.  I'm asking for a

 2   90-day extension for us to get the legalities of this to

 3   find out what exactly needs to happen.  Honestly, I hope

 4   that it passes.  I hope to get it, but I'm still here

 5   because what I'm afraid is that if we don't trust our

 6   local officials, at what point are citizens going to

 7   show up and vote zero, zero, zero and deny tax

 8   exemptions because they feel that there's something

 9   fraudulent going on.  That would hurt me financially.

10   That would hurt my area.  That would hurt everything

11   about it.

12                   I'm asking for 90 days that we have this

13   clarified, that we get our local officials on board so

14   that we don't ever have to worry about this again, that

15   we have input and we're properly represented.

16                   I'm an electrician.  Y'all, y'all know

17   the laws; y'all know the rules.  I'm not an accountant,

18   and whenever they have a meeting that discusses the

19   analysis of these dollars, I trust that somebody who

20   professionally handles numbers is going to say, "This

21   means this.  This means this," just like you're doing

22   today with the law, your perception of what you believe

23   and what you stand it.  I should have privy to those

24   numbers and to that meeting, and the fact that we were

25   not allowed that information and had to read in the
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 1   paper that $2-billion was gone, people are very upset.

 2   And I want 90 days to just funnel this down, stop it,

 3   end it, and that here on out, that we make the best

 4   decisions for Calcasieu Parish and the residents feel

 5   like we're making the best decisions for Calcasieu

 6   Parish.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Thank you, ma'am.

 9                   Representative Devillier.

10               MR. DEVILLIER:

11                   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

12                   Now, Ms. Heather, where do you come up

13   with $2-billion?

14               MS. AMES:

15                   The tax exemptions, the incentives, it

16   was over $2-billion and forgone revenue.

17               MR. DEVILLIER:

18                   Okay.  I'm looking at 283-million.

19               MS. AMES:

20                   Okay.  Well, maybe if I had the

21   documentation that they decided in that private meeting,

22   I might know a little bit better and have the numbers to

23   give you, sir.

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Representative Devillier, that's the
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 1   first year.

 2               MR. DEVILLIER:

 3                   Okay.  That's what I'm just trying to

 4   figure out where you --

 5               MS. AMES:

 6                   Me too.  Me too, babe.  Ninety days,

 7   we'll get it figured out.

 8               MR. DEVILLIER:

 9                   Thank you, Ms. Heather.

10                   Are you for this project?

11               MS. AMES:

12                   I'm absolutely for this project because,

13   like I said, I will be working on it one way or another

14   at some point, yes.

15               MR. DEVILLIER:

16                   So you're for it?

17               MS. AMES:

18                   Yes.  We all are.

19               MR. DEVILLIER:

20                   Thank you.  I don't have any other

21   questions.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Thank you.

24                   All right.  Is there any further

25   discussion on either of the two items that are before us
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 1   for approval?

 2               (No response.)

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Is there a motion?

 5                   Mr. Miller has made the motion to

 6   approve; second by Mr. Slone.

 7                   All in favor -- substitute by

 8   Mr. Moller.

 9                   Please state your substitute.

10               MR. MOLLER:

11                   I would make a substitute motion to

12   defer this until the February meeting.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   All right.  There's an objection to that

15   made by Representative Devillier.

16                   Is there a second on the substitute

17   motion?

18                   Second on the substitute?  On the

19   substitute?

20               MR. MILLER:

21                   No, I do not.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   No.

24                   Is there a second on the substitute

25   motion?
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 1               MS. BAKER:

 2                   I'll second it.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Ms. Baker seconds the motion.

 5                   We'll have a vote.

 6                   Is there any discussion on the

 7   substitute motion by the Board members?

 8               (No response.)

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   There's a substitute motion to defer

11   until the February meeting.  It's been made by

12   Mr. Moller; seconded by Ms. Baker.

13               MR. CHABERT:

14                   Point of clarification.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Question by Senator Chabert.

17               MR. CHABERT:

18                   What happens should Mr. Moller's

19   substitute motion pass?  What are the ramifications of

20   that?  I think it would be important for the Board to

21   understand the ramifications of should this happen,

22   should his substitute motion be approved.  Can someone

23   from staff --

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   I will have staff to tell you
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 1   specifically.

 2               MS. BOURGEOIS:

 3                   I mean, as far as the Board is

 4   concerned, it's simply deferred until February and we

 5   just see what happens between now and February when it

 6   comes back to the Board at that point.  We can't

 7   anticipate what might happen at a local level between

 8   now and then.

 9               MR. CHABERT:

10                   Right.  And I'm realizing that -- I

11   don't know if you've heard from anybody from Tellurian

12   on this or Driftwood, so if -- they are present, and

13   we're about to take votes and we hadn't even heard from.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Is there a representative from Driftwood

16   with us?

17                   Please step forward, identify yourself

18   and answer any questions that may be posed.

19               MR. FRENCH:

20                   My name is Jason French, Vice President

21   of Government and Public Affairs for Tellurian,

22   developer of the Driftwood LNG project.  Thank you, Mr.

23   Chairman, and members of the Board for inviting me to

24   the table.

25                   Deferral, as the motion that's before
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 1   you, would be very problematic.  I'm not an attorney; I

 2   don't claim to be one, and I don't believe this is the

 3   venue to necessarily be litigating the issues that

 4   Mr. Bagert has raised, but there are a couple things I

 5   can tell you.  I have been involved with this project

 6   since the beginning.  As to Senator Chabert's point,

 7   we've done extensive outreach to the local community and

 8   local elected officials and body that consider this

 9   resolution that you have before you, the resolutions

10   that were, I will point out, again, voted on

11   unanimously.

12                   I won't spend time going into the legal

13   situation, but what I will tell you is that uncertainty,

14   to your question, Senator Chabert, the deferral would

15   create significant uncertainty for us.  It would send a

16   message to the industry that this process, the

17   Industrial Tax Exemption process, which is an important

18   part of the partnership, the public/private partnership,

19   that's causing this transformative change in Southwest

20   Louisiana and really across Louisiana.  It would create

21   uncertainty in that process, because I can tell you that

22   we followed the process.  We submitted the required

23   data.

24                   And I would like to just, if you give me

25   a moment, I would like to credit Mr. Bagert and his
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 1   organization.  I think the scrutiny that they've brought

 2   to the ITEP program and many of the changes that have

 3   come about because of the discussion around the ITEP

 4   program have been positive ones.  And one of most

 5   positive changes that were brought about was the local

 6   input.  These are local tax dollars.  So I do commend

 7   them and the work that they've done to help bring about

 8   that change.

 9                   We respect the local process.  We went

10   through the local process.  After two years of

11   discussions and after public notice in every one of the

12   meetings where a vote was taken on this project

13   unanimously, the elected officials supported us.

14                   To now defer when we have followed that

15   process, I think textbook to what the Governor

16   envisioned when the changes to ITEP were made and what

17   this Board envisioned, would send a message of

18   uncertainty to us as a company, to the industry, to our

19   customers and partners who are looking as we near final

20   investment decision and make a final decision to

21   actually locate this project in Louisiana.  It would

22   create a climate of uncertainty that I don't think this

23   Board wants to send into the industry, to our company,

24   and I think it sends a message to the local officials

25   that their opinions aren't being respected as this
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 1   process intended through the ITEP changes.

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Thank you, Mr. French.

 4                   Are there any questions for Mr. French?

 5               MR. CHABERT:

 6                   Mr. French, when you went through the

 7   process, how many other entities that have to, by law,

 8   engage and sign off on this project have y'all had

 9   discussions with?

10               MR. FRENCH:

11                   So in our situation, we're an

12   unincorporated area of Calcasieu Parish just south of

13   Carlyss, so it'd be the police jury, the school board

14   and sheriff's office.

15               MR. CHABERT:

16                   And did the sheriffs approve this, the

17   sheriff's office?

18               MR. FRENCH:

19                   Yes.

20               MR. CHABERT:

21                   And you said the parish council?

22               MR. FRENCH:

23                   The police jury.

24               MR. CHABERT:

25                   I still forget that some parishes around
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 1   the state are on the jury system, which is -- where the

 2   two parishes that I represent, Terrebonne and Lafourche,

 3   we have a consolidated government, and it's a

 4   district-type of government where you like to think that

 5   everybody kind of tries to hold hands and do things for

 6   the betterment of the parish, whereas a police jury

 7   system is very district specific.  Your representatives

 8   and the police jury are very focused, not necessarily on

 9   the whole so much as some of the individual parts.  So

10   it's -- I would say it's even more difficult to pass

11   something through a police jury as opposed to a

12   consolidated government parish council.

13                   And they voted unanimously; right?

14               MR. FRENCH:

15                   Right.

16               MR. CHABERT:

17                   And then the school board voted

18   unanimously?

19               MR. FRENCH:

20                   Yes.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Thank you, Senator Chabert.

23                   Mr. Slone.

24               MR. SLONE:

25                   I was just going to ask, the
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 1   requirements have been met based upon what we're

 2   supposed to do, so, you know, for us to consider

 3   deferring would be going against the process that's

 4   already been in place.  I've looked at the Exhibit B's,

 5   and everything's been met, the requirements have been

 6   met, so I don't think we should be trying to defer this.

 7   The fight is a local fight.

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Thank you, Mr. Slone.

10                   Mr. Moller.

11               MR. MOLLER:

12                   I just want to be clear, I'm not opposed

13   to this project at all.  My concern is -- nor do I want

14   to substitute my judgment for the locals, but the

15   president of the school board sent us a letter saying he

16   didn't think that they were furnished with enough

17   information before they made their decision, and so my

18   concern is, you know, if we had just a little bit more

19   time.  Like you said, this project has been in the works

20   for several years and there's been a lot of input.

21   Explain specifically what does an extra 90 days do you?

22   You mentioned uncertainty.

23               MR. FRENCH:

24                   So our project is in a sensitive time in

25   that we are coming up on our final FERC process to get
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 1   our permits from FERC to allow us to move forward to

 2   site build and operate this facility.  That is a key

 3   part.  Someone on the Board referenced earlier the

 4   process that we go through in permitting this.  That's

 5   extensive; that's coming.

 6                   We are talking.  We are certainly

 7   commercializing this project.  You see announcements

 8   about the LNG projects in the newspaper and across the

 9   news.  We are commercializing our project and talking to

10   customers and investing partners in our project.  This

11   would change and create some significant uncertainty for

12   those partners as we're moving forward, and we need to

13   get the final investment decision to make this

14   investment in Louisiana.

15                   You know, the Amazon headquarters thing

16   has been mentioned, but the fact is, this is -- we do

17   not have a final decision here.  Is it competing with

18   two cities against one another?  Not necessarily, but it

19   is Louisiana competing against itself.  Right now we

20   have made a preliminary decision to site in Louisiana.

21   We need to make a final investment decision, and the

22   Industrial Tax Exemption is a key part of that calculus

23   and we're moving very closely to that final investment

24   decision.

25               MR. MOLLER:
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 1                   But you've already bought the land;

 2   correct?

 3               MR. FRENCH:

 4                   We have acquired the land, but acquiring

 5   the land is a minuscule amount of a 15.9-billion

 6   project.

 7               MR. MOLLER:

 8                   I understand that.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   A little order, please.

11                   Mr. Moller, anything else?

12               MR. MOLLER:

13                   No.  I guess my only concern is I think

14   if we just -- if we push this back 90 days and allowed

15   for that input, it would set -- you know, we talked

16   about setting a precedent, and I want to set a positive

17   precedent that when these types of projects of this

18   kind, of size and scope are approved -- and I don't

19   think anybody opposes it.  I haven't heard a single

20   person say they oppose this -- that the public process,

21   especially at the local level, is done in as open and

22   transparent level and way as possible.  So, again, I'm

23   not trying to kill this project in any way.  I'm just

24   hoping we can...

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   All right.  Thank you.

 2                   Ms. Tam.  Ms. Bourgeois.

 3               MS. BOURGEOIS:

 4                   Tam Bourgeois from LED.

 5                   Just as a couple points of information

 6   for the Board.  Number 1, just to address one of the

 7   allegations, based upon our information, the committee

 8   that looks at the applications before they're presented

 9   to the local public bodies are not made up of local

10   officials.  They're made up on local economic

11   development staff.  So I just wanted to make that point.

12                   And, also, this is not the first

13   Calcasieu Parish project to come through the Board under

14   the 2017 rules.  They have done -- you know, Calcasieu

15   has been very responsible, we have found, in how they

16   carried out their duty with regard to the new rules, and

17   so this is not the first time that a Calcasieu

18   application has been presented to you and they weren't

19   changed in the past.  So just wanted to make those

20   points.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Thank you.

23                   All right.  There's a substitute motion

24   on the floor.  I'm sorry.  Senator.

25               MR. THOMPSON:
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 1                   I wanted to compliment Together

 2   Louisiana on making us take a real close look on all of

 3   these statewide.  But my concern is, as it was earlier

 4   today, if the locals have done it, and even if you get a

 5   letter from the school board saying, "Well, we'd like

 6   some additional information," I know many times that

 7   this body, over 40-something years of service, I'd like

 8   to go back and have another shot at the apple or do

 9   something differently, but I think it's our

10   responsibility to not cause maybe dissension -- more

11   dissension in the community, but follow the rules.

12                   If locals are for it, I hate to make a

13   substitute motion to or support one that would put it

14   off if we see no great changes.  If somebody can tell me

15   other than, "I'd like to defeat it," but they've already

16   had that discussion.

17                   And if they've done something illegal,

18   if they've done something out of line, I'm sure that

19   somebody's going to file suit or do something, but I

20   think it's our responsibility to make these companies or

21   corporations work for the locals.  And but I wanted to

22   make that clear, and if you have anything that you

23   disagree that's the LED or the other speakers, I'd like

24   to hear it right now, that's different from what we've

25   talked about.
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 1               MR. FRENCH:

 2                   I appreciate all of your comments.  The

 3   only thing I would clarify is that while there is a

 4   letter that's been put before you today, that was from

 5   an individual citizen who happens to serve on the school

 6   board.  That was not the school board itself.  The

 7   school board met 60 hours ago and had the opportunity to

 8   reconsider the resolution -- there was significant

 9   pressure to do so -- and chose not to.  So I think -- I

10   don't want anyone on this Board to feel that the school

11   board has suddenly turned against this project.

12               MR. THOMPSON:

13                   I got you.  And that sounded like that

14   was the school board, but I'm glad you clarified that.

15                   Is there anymore clarification that we

16   need to know about from LED?

17               MS. BOURGEOIS:

18                   No, sir.  We've presented you with what

19   we think you need to consider this application.

20               MR. THOMPSON:

21                   Okay.  Thank you.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   Thank you, Senator.

24                   Senator Chabert.

25               MR. CHABERT:
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 1                   Thank you.  That was my question,

 2   Senator Thompson hit it, was the letter I had before me

 3   explicitly says, "Acting in my personal capacity as a

 4   resident."

 5                   My question is -- "and not as the parish

 6   president" -- I mean, excuse me -- "the school board

 7   president."

 8                   My question is, did the gentleman, this

 9   member, vote for this prior?

10               MR. FRENCH:

11                   He did.

12               MR. CHABERT:

13                   So he previously voted for it, and then

14   is sending a letter for -- that's -- no further

15   questions.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Dr. Wilson.

18               DR. S. WILSON:

19                   I was just going to make the same

20   statement, that I think the school board member, if he

21   voted unanimously, we have to accept his official vote

22   in that capacity as a public official, and so I know the

23   gentleman -- and, again, the letter is not signed, and

24   so I just have to take it on face value.  I don't

25   disagree with the opinions that folks have expressed as

0077

 1   to their concerns, but it's not our place to fix that.

 2   And I think delaying will just leave us in an open

 3   window with no obligation to act on any other party

 4   because they've already acted, and so it just puts us in

 5   a holding pattern and I think it does more damage than

 6   good.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Thank you, Dr. Wilson.

 9                   With that, we have a substitute motion

10   on the floor; it's been seconded.  It's been objected

11   to, so we will have a rollcall.  The motion is to

12   defer -- Mr. Moller, you want to state your motion

13   again?

14               MR. MOLLER:

15                   Is to defer to the February meeting.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Which is 60 days-ish.

18               MR. MOLLER:

19                   Sixty, yeah, February 27th.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   All right it's been objected to, so now

22   we need a rollcall vote.  Ms. Simmons.

23               MR. CHABERT:

24                   Which way, what happens?

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   I'm sorry.  If you vote for the motion,

 2   this application will be deferred until February.  If

 3   you vote against the motion, we will proceed with the

 4   original motion to approve both of these applications,

 5   Driftwood LNG and HR Nu Blu Energy, LLC.

 6                   Ms. Simmons.

 7               MS. SIMMONS:

 8                   Dr. Wilson.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Wait.  I've got to turn it on.

11               MS. SIMMONS:

12                   Okay.  Dr. Wilson.

13               DR. S. WILSON:

14                   I'm usually at end of the rollcall, but

15   my vote is not to defer.  No.

16               MS. SIMMONS:

17                   Don Briggs.

18               MR. BRIGGS:

19                   No.

20               MS. SIMMONS:

21                   Representative Devillier.

22               MR. DEVILLIER:

23                   No.

24               MS. SIMMONS:

25                   Ms. Baker.
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 1   MS. BAKER:

 2       Yes.

 3   MS. SIMMONS:

 4       Mayor Glenn Brasseaux.

 5   MAYOR BRASSEAUX:

 6       No.

 7   MS. SIMMONS:

 8       Representative Paul Hollis.

 9   MR. HOLLIS:

10       No.

11   MS. SIMMONS:

12       Major Coleman.

13   MAJOR COLEMAN:

14       No.

15   MS. SIMMONS:

16       Rickey Fabra.

17   MR. FABRA:

18       No.

19   MS. SIMMONS:

20       Manuel Fajardo.

21   MR. FAJARDO:

22       No.

23   MS. SIMMONS:

24       Jerald Jones.

25   (No response.)
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 1   MS. SIMMONS:

 2       Heather Malone.

 3   MS. MALONE:

 4       No.

 5   MS. SIMMONS:

 6       Senator Francis Thompson.

 7   MR. THOMPSON:

 8       No.

 9   MS. SIMMONS:

10       Mr. Miller.

11   MR. MILLER:

12       No.

13   MS. SIMMONS:

14       Jan Moller.

15   MR. MOLLER:

16       Yes.

17   MS. SIMMONS:

18       Senator Chabert.

19   MR. CHABERT:

20       No.

21   MS. SIMMONS:

22       Secretary Don Pierson.

23   SECRETARY PIERSON:

24       No.

25   MS. SIMMONS:
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 1                   Ronnie Slone.

 2               MR. SLONE:

 3                   No.

 4               MS. SIMMONS:

 5                   Bobby Williams.

 6               MR. WILLIAMS:

 7                   No.

 8               MS. SIMMONS:

 9                   Steve Windham.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   No.

12               MS. SIMMONS:

13                   We have two yes and 17 no.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All right.  So the motion to defer

16   fails.

17                   Now we have a motion on the floor to

18   approve the two, and I believe it was made by Mr. Robbie

19   Miller and seconded by Dr. Wilson.

20                   Any further discussion on the motion to

21   approve these two applications?

22               (No response.)

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

25               (Several members respond "aye.")
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   All opposed with a "nay."

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Motion carries.

 6                   Thank you, Ms. Cheng.

 7               MS. CHENG:

 8                   We need to approve HR Nu Blu Energy as

 9   well.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   The motion was to approve both of them.

12               MS. CHENG:

13                   Oh, for both.  Okay.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   To approve both of them.

16                   All right.  Please proceed.

17               MS. CHENG:

18                   We have 14 post-Executive Order 2018

19   rule applications:  20180149, Diversified Foods &

20   Seasonings is requesting to defer until February.

21   Diversified Foods is requesting to defer till February.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   All right.  Is there a motion to allow

24   for the deferral of Diversified Foods?

25                   Made by Mr. Slone; second by Ms. Malone.
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 1                   Any discussion?

 2               (No response.)

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 5               (Several members respond "aye.")

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   All opposed with a "nay."

 8               (No response.)

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Motion carries.

11               MS. CHENG:

12                   There was also a request by Exxon Mobil

13   Corp to withdraw two of their applications:  20161912

14   and 20161913.  So those are being withdrawn from the

15   agenda.

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   Is there a motion to approve the

18   withdrawal?

19                   Made by Major Coleman; seconded by Dr.

20   Wilson.

21                   Any discussion on the withdrawal?

22               (No response.)

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

25               (Several members respond "aye.")
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   All opposed with a "nay."

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Motion carries.

 6               MS. CHENG:

 7                   Okay.  We have 20170552, Bancroft Bag,

 8   Incorporated in Ouachita Parish; 20170154 Chalmette

 9   Refining, LLC in St. Bernard Parish; 20161911 Exxon

10   Mobil Corporation in East Baton Rouge Parish; 20161914

11   Exxon Mobil Corporation in East Baton Rouge Parish; and

12   20161915 Exxon Mobil Corporation in West Baton Rouge

13   Parish; 20180413, Graham Packing Company, LP in East

14   Baton Rouge Parish; 20170155, PBF Logistics, LP in St.

15   Bernard Parish; 20170377, Pala Interstate LLC in

16   Livingston Parish; 20161917 Peppers Unlimited of

17   Louisiana, Inc. in St. Martin Parish; 20180378, Shell

18   Chemical LP in Ascension Parish; and 20170378,

19   Stevendale Road, LLC in Livingston Parish.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   All right.  Thank you, Ms. Cheng.

22                   All right.  We have a number of cards

23   related to the Exxon Mobile applications.  So with that,

24   I'm going to invite -- some of them don't indicate

25   whether or not they're for or against, so I am going to
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 1   invite the ones that say against first.  So what I'm

 2   going to do is I'm going to call out the person, and

 3   then I'm going to call out the person to be on deck as a

 4   baseball term.

 5                   So, first, we have Kirk Green that would

 6   like to discuss the Exxon project, and on deck we will

 7   have Donald Victorian.  So these individuals could come

 8   forward, identify themselves and tell us your thoughts.

 9                   Please step forward.

10               MR. GREEN:

11                   Kirk Green.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Two to three minutes, please.  Keep it

14   concise.  Don't repeat what was said before, not that

15   anything has been said in your case.

16               MR. GREEN:

17                   Yes, sir.  Thank you to the Board.  My

18   name is Kirk Green.  First of all, I'm a parent of an

19   EBR student.  My daughter attends Baton Rouge Magnet

20   High School.  I'm a teacher, a history teacher in the

21   EBR school system.  I'm also a homeowner and a taxpayer

22   for East Baton Rouge.

23                   First, I'd like to bring a little bit of

24   history into the context.  If we remember, we did have a

25   prior system of government called the Articles of
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 1   Confederation.  Under the Articles of Confederation,

 2   there was a complete failure of the government, thanks

 3   to things like Shay's Rebellion.  Shay's Rebellion was

 4   an upheaval of the farmers when the tax burden was

 5   shifted completely upon them, so much so that they were

 6   able to take away their farms, and that lead to the

 7   downfall of the Articles of Confederation and the

 8   constitution that we have.

 9                   In the light of that, Benjamin Franklin

10   wrote to Robert Morris, "The failure of our people in

11   paying taxes is highly blameable.  The unwillingness to

12   pay them is still more so.  I see in some resolutions of

13   town meetings, a petition against giving congress power

14   to take, as they call it, the people's money out of

15   their pockets.  They seem to mistake the point.  All

16   property seems to be taxable for public good.  He that

17   does not like civil society on these terms, let him

18   retire and live among the savages.  He can have no right

19   to the benefits of society who will not pay the support

20   of it."

21                   So that we are clear on some of the

22   numbers, the quarterly profit for Exxon in the first

23   quarter, 4.7-billion; second quarter, 4-billion; third

24   quarter, 6.2-billion -- excuse me -- .24-billion.  That

25   is just profit enriching shareholders and board members.
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 1   The CEO of this board -- excuse me -- of the company is

 2   making $14-million.  The deficit for our EBR schools is

 3   $16-million.  That's the money we need to teach our

 4   children.  Now, he gets one year as much as we have as a

 5   deficit for our entire year.  We're talking a lot of

 6   money.  I don't make near that.

 7                   Now, your vote today is going to tell us

 8   whether Louisiana will put children first or company

 9   profits first.  Our children's right to a good education

10   and the promised social mobility of the American dream

11   is important and at stake in some of the these decisions

12   you are making.

13                   We have, as Dr. King said, a promissory

14   note.  It is for all of us.  It is not for the benefit

15   of the few, for the rich, for the white, for the black,

16   for the Republican, for the Democrat.

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   You have one minute left.

19               MR. GREEN:

20                   Thank you, sir.

21                   So Benjamin Franklin and our Founding

22   Fathers gave us a government of the people, by the

23   people and for the people, not for the shareholders by

24   the corporations and for profit.  We simply ask that

25   equitable support of a society that benefits so heavily
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 1   from this society.

 2                   Thank you, sir.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Thank you.

 5                   Donald Victorian.

 6               MR. VICTORIAN:

 7                   Thank you.  My name is Donald Victorian,

 8   and I live at 8545 Hooper Road here in Baton Rouge.  I'm

 9   a retired petroleum chemist with 35 years of experience.

10                   These exemptions are inappropriate

11   because tax exemptions don't seem to be, in my opinion,

12   the proper incentive for a company to locate or not

13   locate -- not locate in a particular area.

14                   My wife worked as an educator in East

15   Baton Rouge schools in excess of 11 years.  She worked

16   in the alternative school system.  Her disappointment in

17   the proper funding of necessary resources of those

18   schools helped to influence her decision to move to

19   Wallis, Texas school system.

20                   It's my belief that the approval of

21   these tax exemptions will continue to drive qualified

22   educators away from East Baton Rouge Parish in search of

23   better opportunities.

24                   Therefore, the proper funding of East

25   Baton Rouge schools is more important than the proper
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 1   development and -- I'm sorry -- proper embellishment of

 2   corporate profits.

 3                   Thank you.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Thank you.

 6                   Dr. Tia Mills.  Please step forward.

 7   It's not indicated for or against.

 8                   And on deck we have Kathryn Grigsby.

 9   Please step forward and identify yourselves.

10               DR. MILLS:

11                   Good morning.  My name is Tia Mills.  I

12   am President of the East Baton Rouge Parish Association

13   of Educators, and I'm also a public school teacher in

14   East Baton Rouge Parish School System.  This has been an

15   issue that I have been fighting for quite some time, and

16   the only thing that I can look at when I've been in the

17   process of moving through this entire journey is the

18   fact that the students that I serve deserve so much

19   better than what they have.

20                   I'm not in favor of giving away dollars

21   that could be used to best serve our students.  I'm

22   currently at a school that is an alternative system for

23   elementary-aged children, and the school that I'm at,

24   the building that I currently work in, it's been on the

25   condemned list for years.  I've never, since I've served
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 1   in the school system, obtained a salary increase.  I've

 2   been working for the school system for almost 10 years.

 3                   There are a number of things that my

 4   students don't get compared to other schools.  The

 5   entire district as a whole, we have limited resources.

 6   We don't have a lot of technology in our building, and

 7   to think that this is what I have -- I have to go above

 8   and beyond.  So many of our employees give out of their

 9   own pockets in order to make sure that our children

10   obtain an education that's conducive to really learning,

11   because right now --

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Two minutes.

14               DR. MILLS:

15                   -- right now, they're not.

16                   I've been fighting this fight along with

17   many others.  We've taken it to the court system.  We

18   need business and industry to pay their fair share to

19   our children.  This is who it is ultimately about.  Yes,

20   business and industry, they're doing very well, but what

21   about them?  Forget about the fact that employees may

22   not be getting their due diligence, but what about the

23   children?  They can't fight for themselves.  So it is up

24   for us -- it's up to us to do so.  It is up to us to do

25   that, and that's what we're doing because there are
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 1   policies that are put in place on their behalf every

 2   day, and they can do absolutely nothing about it.

 3                   I could go on and on about how I'm a

 4   taxpayer and how I have homeownership right here in this

 5   city.  Yes, I do pay property taxes, and if I'm willing

 6   to put the investment of the children into play knowing

 7   that it's a good one, businesses and industry need to

 8   see it as the same thing too.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Thank you, Ms. Mills.

11                   Next we have Ms. Kathryn Grigsby, and

12   Dianne Hanley is on deck.

13               MS. GRIGSBY:

14                   Good morning.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Please identify yourself.

17               MS. GRIGSBY:

18                   I am.  My name is Kathryn Grigsby.  I'm

19   a lifetime resident of East Baton Rouge Parish, and I

20   began my personal professional career as a teacher in

21   East Baton Rouge Parish School System.  I come from a

22   family of educators.  My grandparents, my mother.  My

23   mom actually was eight hours of short of a Ph.D.  And

24   once we needed, when I was in high school, a plumber,

25   and she figured out that if she were being paid what the
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 1   plumber was being paid for the hours that she spent

 2   teaching children, in the classroom only, not at home,

 3   she would have been making $60,000 a year.  And I'd

 4   venture to say there's not very many teachers -- and

 5   that was over 30 years ago.

 6                   At any rate, what I want you-all to

 7   think about and consider is that these dollars, you

 8   teach, you educate, you touch the future.  All of these

 9   business and industries are complaining about not having

10   educated workforce, and if you want an educated

11   workforce, you've got to pay for that.  You can't just

12   say "Oh, let's reward these people."  This system came

13   into being 80 years ago, and little has changed.  And we

14   reward the wealthy to continue a good ol' boy's club,

15   and we can't afford that.  When you have a state that is

16   willfully ignorant and benign neglect, when you allow

17   things like this to continue, you've got to think about

18   our future, and these companies want educated people.

19   They want people who can read; they want people who can

20   do math.  And we need this money in East Baton Rouge

21   Parish in our school system.  You would be appalled at

22   the schools' --

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Two minutes.

25               MS. GRIGSBY:
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 1                   -- condition, if you want to walk

 2   through them, and see where there's ceiling tiles

 3   falling off.

 4                   We used to have a fine education system

 5   in East Baton Rouge Parish.  You have an opportunity

 6   today to ensure that that process begins again.  And

 7   it's not just East Baton Rouge Parish.  It's our entire

 8   state.  Millions and billions of dollars are flying out

 9   the door.

10                   Thank you.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Thank you, Ms. Grigsby.

13                   Ms. Hanley, step forward and identify

14   yourself.

15               MS. HANLEY:

16                   I am Dianne Hanley.  I live here in East

17   Baton Rouge Parish.

18                   The Exxon exemptions are inappropriate

19   because they do not meet the standards that they should

20   be in the best interest of this state.  The rules have

21   been tweaked and tweaked, and I followed it for over two

22   years.  I watched how the rules have been tweaked and

23   tweaked to be so vague and broad that the applications

24   that are before you follow a new interpretation that I

25   do not believe are true to the intent of full-time
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 1   equivalent jobs.  There aren't enough full-term

 2   equivalent jobs created to warrant the amount of money

 3   being foregone, given away, especially from schools.

 4                   This is important to me because all my

 5   children are teachers.  They live here, two of them.

 6   They work in a different parish because of the salaries.

 7   One of them has moved away.  That's why it's important

 8   to me.  We need better salaries to attract and keep good

 9   teachers.

10                   If you approve this exemption, that will

11   not bring my children here to work.  You are taking,

12   one, money away from teachers and giving it to Exxon.

13   Exxon does not need it to stay here, but my children

14   need it to stay here.  I'm asking you not to do that

15   because it is against -- not to do that, not to give the

16   exemption because it is against the interest of my

17   children and the interest of this state.

18                   Finally, Exxon is saying that they need

19   an incentive to do something that they did a year and a

20   half ago.  That is not an incentive.  They finished the

21   construction project 18 months ago.  We're not saying we

22   blame them for doing that.  You gave them permission.

23   Eight-two years of this program gives them permission to

24   go do something and then come say, "We need money to do

25   it."  But nobody on this Board and nobody in their right
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 1   mind would take seriously that is an incentive to give

 2   me money for something I have been able to do on my own

 3   without you.

 4                   Thank you very much.

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   Thank you, Ms. Hanley.

 7                   In the interest of other applicants

 8   other than the Exxons, we have been requested to

 9   consider those that don't have public comment, so those

10   include -- Ms. Cheng, if you'll read off the just the

11   names real quick.

12               MS. CHENG:

13                   Excluding Exxon?

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Excluding Exxon.

16               MS. CHENG:

17                   And I just want to note, these all go to

18   the locals after y'all give preliminary approval.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All right.

21               MS. CHENG:

22                   2017 --

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   You don't have to read the number, just

25   the names.
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 1               MS. CHENG:

 2                   Bancroft Bag, Inc., Calumet Refining,

 3   LLC, Graham Packaging Company, LP, PBF Logistics, LP,

 4   Pala Interstate, LLP, Peppers Unlimited of Louisiana,

 5   Inc., Shell Chemical LP and Stevendale Road, LLC.

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   All right.  Are there any comments from

 8   the public concerning any of those applications?

 9                   Yes, please step forward, identify

10   yourself.  Only those, not Exxon.

11               MS. PRANJIC:

12                   Well, first of all, I'm going to kind of

13   address generally all of the applications.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Identify yourself.

16               MS. PRANJIC:

17                   And my name is Jessica Pranjic.  I'm the

18   Manager of Communications and Workforce Development with

19   the Greater Baton Rouge Industry Alliance, and on behalf

20   of our 60-plus industrial member facilities in the

21   greater Baton Rouge area, we would just like to urge the

22   Commerce and Industry Board to approve all of the ITEP

23   applications on the agenda today, of course, assuming

24   that they meet your criteria.  And we believe that

25   should the Commerce and Industry Board not approve these
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 1   exemptions, it is going to send a strong signal to those

 2   interested in investing in Louisiana that the laws

 3   written as they are cannot be counted on and the

 4   instability caused would make instant news that would

 5   travel literally around the globe with the signal that

 6   Louisiana is too unpredictable for business.

 7                   In our role at GBRIA, we work closely

 8   with hundreds of contracting companies within our region

 9   helping them navigate and understand the safety and

10   skilled requirements needed to construct, operate and

11   maintain these technologically sophisticated plants.  We

12   also interact with high schools, trade schools and

13   universities so that they understand the specific skills

14   needed to prepare the industrial workforce, and we

15   interact with many nonprofits who seek donations and

16   grants helping to make the necessary connections in

17   order to find funding for their causes.

18                   All of these groups employ people and

19   benefit from the industrial manufacturers being located

20   in this region, especially Exxon Mobil, which is the

21   largest of these.  Exxon Mobil has been a steadfast

22   supporter of many activities and organizations that

23   provide a positive affect on our community, not only

24   monetarily, but also in a way that lifts the spirit of

25   the people here.
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 1                   From the products people buy in grocery

 2   stores to the volunteers helping kids and teachers at

 3   schools or building homes for the needy and to the many

 4   business owners who sell product to industry, the

 5   positive effects we see are unmistakable.  Industry

 6   already pays for two-thirds of all of the property taxes

 7   paid in the Capital Region and at a higher percentage in

 8   other parts of the state.

 9                   In addition, business and industry pays

10   for half of all property taxes paid in the state.  To

11   say that industry should pay more property taxes is like

12   saying that homeowners should give up their Homestead

13   Exemption.  Our state's laws are set; the personal

14   property and ITEP rules are set, so it's time for us to

15   approve these application and just let the system work

16   and let the results continue to build in our

17   communities.

18                   So thank you for your time.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Thank you.

21                   Are there any questions by any of the

22   Board members?

23                   Senator Thompson.

24               MR. THOMPSON:

25                   You wasn't suggesting -- you were going
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 1   pretty fast there.  You're not suggesting we do away

 2   with Homestead Exemption because --

 3               MS. PRANJIC:

 4                   No.

 5               MR. THOMPSON:

 6                   Ma'am?

 7               MS. PRANJIC:

 8                   I'm not.

 9               MR. THOMPSON:

10                   Okay.  Because it would change my

11   opinion of Exxon and everybody else.  You get my drift?

12                   Thank you.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Thank you, Senator.

15                   All right.  Are there any further

16   comments from the public concerning the ones that are

17   not Exxon that were previously mentioned?

18               (No response.)

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Is there a motion to approve, other than

21   Exxon?

22                   Made by Mr. Moller; seconded by

23   Mr. Slone.

24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

25               (Several members respond "aye.")
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   All opposed with a "nay."

 3               (No response.)

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Motion carries.

 6                   All right.  We are going to go back to

 7   Exxon.

 8                   Next we have Mr. Edgar Cage, and on deck

 9   Angela Reams-Brown.

10                   Again, just to remind everyone, if it's

11   already been said -- I know, Mr. Cage has used the

12   "ditto" statement before.  In the interest of time --

13               MR. CAGE:

14                   I will try to appropriate this time.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Thank you.

17               MR. CAGE:

18                   My name is Edgar Cage.  I'm with

19   Together Baton Rouge and Together Louisiana.  I've been

20   a frequent visitor to this Board of Commerce and

21   Industry, to this Capital and to this room.  I just want

22   to tell you about the four exemptions that you have

23   before you from Exxon Mobil.

24                   For over 83 years we have been giving

25   away millions of dollars to multibillion-dollar
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 1   international companies by approving ad valorem tax

 2   exemptions.  The rich have gotten richer, when,

 3   unfortunately, the poor have gotten poorer, and remain

 4   the same.  When I look around my community, I see bad

 5   roads, failing schools, underpaid policemen and access

 6   issues to healthy food and health care.  These are just

 7   some of the critical issues that need to be addressed.

 8                   Recently, in the last election, I

 9   supported two tax measures to begin to address road

10   issues and mental health availability.  We have been

11   rubber-stamping these ITEP exemptions without criteria

12   and standards.  If we had meaningful, fair and balanced

13   criteria and standards, the tax measures that I just

14   voted on may not have even been necessary.  We could

15   have had enough and sufficient funds to do what needs to

16   be done in our community.

17                   And I would like to commend our East

18   Baton Rouge Metro Council and other taxing entities

19   across the state that have established those fair and

20   balanced criteria and standards and are not just

21   rubber-stamping.

22                   These exemptions that you are

23   considering today will not affect the decision on

24   whether the projects will come.  They are here and

25   operating, and they did not need your approval or our
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 1   approval for the exemption.  Because they did not need

 2   them and the projects are complete, we should not give

 3   it to them.  Let's start today not to stop

 4   rubber-stamping these exemptions and serve all citizens,

 5   not just big business.  Please deny these exemptions.

 6                   Thank you.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Thank you, Mr. Cage.

 9                   Ms. Angela Reams-Brown, and on deck we

10   have Robin Moulder.

11                   Please identify yourself.

12               MS. BROWN:

13                   Good morning.  I'm Angela Reams-Brown.

14   I'm a retired educator from the East Baton Rouge Parish

15   School System with 33 and a half years.  I'm the proud

16   mother of a son that just turned 35 this week, and he's

17   a graduate of the East Baton Rouge Parish School System,

18   but currently resides in the State of Texas.  And I'm

19   the President of the East Baton Rouge Federation of

20   Teachers.

21                   As I sat here and listened my

22   colleagues, I decided to approach my message from a

23   different point of view, that of a storyteller and a

24   teacher.  All of the facts have been laid out about the

25   consequences of your actions and how your decision today
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 1   will affect the citizens of this great State of

 2   Louisiana.  I would like to appear to a different part

 3   of your body, your heart.

 4                   Often while watching TV we'll see

 5   commercials that either warm our hearts or make us cry.

 6   It all depends on what we see and what we hear.  I'm

 7   asking each of you to take a minute to visualize a

 8   classroom, a classroom with a teacher who is fatigued

 9   from working an extra job to make ends meet the night

10   before.  Envision the classroom lacking the most

11   innovative technology that will assist our students in

12   learning.  Imagine the parent who is unable to assist

13   her child with their homework and can't afford to hire a

14   tutor, but could and would benefit from an after school

15   extended day program.  Envision the citizens of this

16   great state paying additional taxes to support their

17   local schools, even after their children have graduated

18   and moved away from the State of Louisiana.  Envision

19   the teachers who do become nationally board certified

20   and earn advanced degrees moving away from their

21   neighboring schools to a state so that they can afford

22   to care for their children and their families.

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Two minutes.

25               MS. BROWN:
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 1                   Now imagine that teacher is you.

 2   Imagine that parent is you.  Imagine that student is

 3   your child, and imagine the taxpaying citizen as

 4   yourself.  Make a decision today that will warm your

 5   heart and not make it cry.  Vote no on these

 6   applications, because these applications will not create

 7   any additional jobs and they have already been

 8   completed.

 9                   Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, and

10   Merry Christmas.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Thank you, Ms. Reams.  You too.

13                   Mr. Moulder, and on deck we have

14   Alexandra Clark.

15               MR. MOULDER:

16                   My name is Robin Moulder.  I am a

17   homeowner in East Baton Rouge Parish.  These exemptions

18   and those this Board has passed in the past have and

19   will require homeowners and all other classes of

20   business, commercial, office space, apartment,

21   residential, all other kinds of businesses, to pay more

22   property tax so that we can all have the same level of

23   government services we have today, that's sheriff,

24   schools and the metro.

25                   We all pay more so that we can exempt
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 1   Exxon from paying its share of the property tax.  Why?

 2   Why are we doing that?  Why are we giving Exxon and

 3   other large industrial firms an exemption to the taxes

 4   we all pay, you pay?  We hope they'll provide more jobs.

 5   We don't require proof.  We don't have any idea what

 6   they really did.  We are just taking it on faith that

 7   they are going to have more jobs because we gave them

 8   their exemption to our taxes.

 9                   An ex-Metro Council member at the Baton

10   Rouge Metro Council -- I'm going to paraphrase him.  I'm

11   sure I'm not quoting him exactly -- said that that is

12   like shooting of case of shotgun shells straight up in

13   the air and calling it duck hunting.  In this particular

14   case, two years after they did the work, the flock of

15   ducks is already on the other side of the hill before

16   they started shooting.  You're wasting ammunition, my

17   tax money.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Thank you, Mr. Moulder.

20                   Alexandra Clark, please step forward,

21   identify yourself.  On deck we have Valencia Johnson, I

22   believe.  Valencia.

23               AUDIENCE MEMBER:

24                   Valencia had to go.

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Oh, okay.  Thank you.

 2                   On deck then we have Joyce Williams.

 3               AUDIENCE MEMBER:

 4                   She did too.

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   She had to leave.

 7                   All right.  Gretchen Lampe.

 8               MS. LAMPE:

 9                   That's me.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   You're on deck, Ms. Lampe.

12               MS. CLARK:

13                   Good morning.  My name is Alexandra

14   Clark, and I'm a school psychologist in the EBR School

15   System.

16                   As a school psychologist, my main job

17   responsibility is to evaluate students for special

18   education eligibility.  During the 2010-2011 school

19   year, my first year with EBR, my had close to 20

20   psychologists.  Now we are down to just 11, and two are

21   set to retire this school year.  That's currently 11

22   school psychologists for 80-something schools once you

23   include the private and charter schools that we have to

24   serve.

25                   Due to our lack of funds, when a
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 1   psychologist leaves or retires, they are not replaced,

 2   just as with many other positions in the school system.

 3   When one leaves, they just double our workload, which

 4   adds more stress on us, and, yet, our pay remains the

 5   same.  Lack of funds also means less teachers employed,

 6   which makes it harder to get the paperwork I need as

 7   part of the special education evaluation.  And may I add

 8   that all of that information is mandated by the federal

 9   government, so I have to have it from the teachers as

10   part of the reports.  Due to understaffing, teachers

11   don't have planning periods or free time to complete the

12   required paperwork.

13                   The funding issue is so bad that my

14   department, Pupil Appraisal, is rationing out paper to

15   us knowing that our job is paper based.  Sometimes we

16   can do a report on a student that's over 30 pages long.

17   So just imagine each of us probably evaluates at least

18   50 kids a year.  There's like 60 to 70 of us altogether,

19   so that's a lot of reports and that's a lot of paper,

20   and they're rationing paper out to us for a paper-based

21   job.  That's how bad it is.  That's how much money we

22   need.  Without paper, I can't print the reports that are

23   required to give a student the services they qualify

24   for, which is both unethical and illegal.

25                   Keep in mind that Louisiana is Number 1
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 1   to Number 2 in most resources.  We are the richest

 2   state, but, yet, we have the poorest schools, the

 3   poorest school systems.  We're at the bottom of the

 4   barrel with reading, math, quality of life and

 5   everything else, but we have all of these resources at

 6   our disposal, but we don't access it because you keep

 7   giving this money away.

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Two minutes.

10               MS. CLARK:

11                   Basically approving exemptions leads to

12   no money for the school system, which leads to not

13   enough supplies or employees, and our children's

14   education and future will suffer.  These children are

15   supposed to be our future and our future lawyers,

16   doctors, engineers and future process operators in the

17   plant.  If you don't stop these exemptions, we will all

18   soon regret it.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Thank you, ma'am.

21                   Ms. Lampe, and I believe on deck we have

22   Jean Coco.

23                   Please identify yourself.

24               MS. LAMPE:

25                   Hi.  I'm Gretchen Lampe.  I'm employed
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 1   by the Louisiana Association of Educators.  I represent

 2   the education employees in EBR.

 3                   Just an aside comment before I make my

 4   regular ones, the person who spoke before about how much

 5   property tax the corporations of Louisiana are paying,

 6   that they pay over half of the property taxes.  If

 7   you-all happen to have the chance to look at the ITEP

 8   video that was done by Together Baton Rouge about why

 9   Louisiana remains in poverty, it may be because our

10   corporations property and the reason they're paying half

11   the property taxes is when your property is worth

12   $3.1-billion, that's a whole lot more than that person

13   who's getting a Homestead Exemption for their $115,000

14   home.  Not only that, between 67 percent to 95 percent

15   of that property is exempted at this point, and they are

16   not paying taxes on it.

17                   You've heard of the phrase that it will

18   be a great day when schools are funded and the Air Force

19   has to have a bake sale to buy airplanes.  The employees

20   that I work with every day are trying to make sure that

21   students have a great public school education.  Our

22   economic development job is to prepare students for

23   future jobs that we are creating today and don't know

24   what they're going to look like.  It takes resources to

25   have great public schools.
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 1                   In the last 10 years, EBR, just like

 2   every other school system in Louisiana, has had one,

 3   only one, dime of increase in per-pupil funding from the

 4   Minimum Foundation Program.  Now, that's on the

 5   legislature for doing that, but you have approved 47 tax

 6   exemptions, which means that local revenue that we need

 7   to educate these students for future jobs is not coming

 8   in.  Because of the starvation of our school systems,

 9   and that's every school system in this state that's

10   being starved, we're facing a $23-million deficit in EBR

11   this year.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Two minutes.

14               MS. LAMPE:

15                   You're now preparing to grant a tax

16   incentive for projects that were completed in the past

17   and were actually we're acquiring capital equipment,

18   which is the cost of doing business if you own a

19   company.

20                   I'll be now looking for a day when I

21   don't have to come and beg you to deny tax exemptions

22   that we believe don't meet the ITEP requirements.

23                   Thank you so very much for giving me an

24   opportunity to speak to you today, and you-all have a

25   real good holiday.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Thank you, Ms. Lampe.

 3                   Jean Coco.  And then I believe that is

 4   all of my opposition cards, and then we'll have the in

 5   support of.

 6               MS. COCO:

 7                   Good morning.  My name is Jean Coco.

 8   I'm representing the League of Women Voters of Baton

 9   Rouge.  I also teach writing at LSU.  I'm from a family

10   that has lived in this state for six generations, and

11   I'm also a product of public schools, K through college.

12   So I thank you for letting me speak today.  I appreciate

13   it.

14                   So I have a little story to tell.  I

15   left Louisiana in 1999 with my spouse, a native of

16   Wisconsin, for academics.  So we had a good job offer in

17   Rochester, New York.  So my daughter was a kindergartner

18   at Buchanan Elementary, where I was very active in the

19   PTA.  She happened to be in a gifted program, and I felt

20   terribly guilty about the fact that my gifted child --

21   all of the kids there were gifted -- was in class with

22   only six students, whereas next door, the regular

23   students, had classrooms of 30.  Actually, those were

24   the kids that needed more help, more one-on-one

25   attention, a lower teacher-student ratio,

0112

 1   student-teacher ratio.  So off we went to New York,

 2   where I have to say my kids, for 10 years, had an

 3   amazing education because class sizes were capped at 20.

 4   The property taxes I paid year to year were the property

 5   taxes I paid in a month in New York, where teachers had

 6   master degrees after five years and were paid very well.

 7   And I had a kid with some learning issues, and she was

 8   serviced just extraordinarily well.  Then we moved to

 9   North Carolina, where we also had a fine education.

10                   So then we came back to Louisiana about

11   18 years later because we kind of wanted to come back

12   and do something good for our state.  My husband got a

13   job at LSU.  He's Dean of Library at LSU, and I'm still

14   teaching there.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Two minutes.

17               MS. COCO:

18                   And I was shocked to see all of the

19   volunteers we have in the state for Teach for America,

20   City Year, AmeriCorps, that come from states that

21   educate these kid well, and then they come in here and

22   do charity work for us because we're really not paying

23   our way because we give so many tax breaks to big

24   companies that aren't going to go anywhere else because

25   we have the Mississippi and the Gulf and they've already
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 1   got stuff going on here.  So it really makes me sad that

 2   nothing's really changed here, and I watch poor kids get

 3   poor education and have no alternatives.

 4                   I registered people to vote at the CATS

 5   bus station and watched people wait two hours for a bus

 6   to get to a job interview.  It's embarrassing.  When are

 7   we going to step up and not be 48, 49, 50 in education?

 8   We have a multimillion, billion dollar company all over

 9   this river, all over this state taking our resources.

10   And then, yes, of course you would go to Texas to teach

11   or to New York where a teacher would make $90,000 a

12   year.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   All right.  Start wrapping it up,

15   please.

16               MS. COCO:

17                   Thank you.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Thank you.

20                   All right.  Is there anyone else on the

21   opposition side that has not filled out a card that

22   would like to address the Board?

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   All right.  Not seeing anyone, we will
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 1   go with the ones in support of the projects.  I guess

 2   we'll start off with Stephanie Cargile, and on deck

 3   we'll have Chris Barker.

 4                   Please step forward and identify

 5   yourself.  And, again, limit your comments to two to

 6   three minutes, three minutes, and don't repeat what has

 7   been said previously if possible.

 8               MS. CARGILE:

 9                   Hi.  This is Stephanie Cargile with

10   Exxon Mobil in Baton Rouge, and I am also a Baton Rouge

11   native, like many of the speakers that you've heard

12   today.

13                   I think the first thing I want to say,

14   because my job is the Public Affairs Manager here in

15   Baton Rouge, is that we love teachers, and the majority

16   of the community investments that we make in the Baton

17   Rouge area is to education to support our teachers.  In

18   fact, last night we were honored at the school board for

19   being the largest corporate donor of the East Baton

20   Rouge Parish School System, and that's a commitment we

21   take seriously, to support education in the community,

22   and we'll continue to do so.  So that is reality.  It's

23   not something we have to imagine.  It's happening right

24   now, and it will continue to happen.

25                   In particular, the three applications
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 1   before you, two are in East Baton Rouge Parish and one

 2   is for our facility in Port Allen, and we have our plant

 3   management here that can give you more information about

 4   those specific projects that were involved.  We can

 5   provide you with the details of the investment that was

 6   made.

 7                   As it's been pointed out by some of the

 8   speakers, the investment was made in 2017.  However, in

 9   an industry like ours, we don't just build a unit in one

10   year and say that we're done.  A lot of the investment

11   on these three sites that we chose as a company to go

12   forward with were to pave the way for future investment,

13   and our plant manager is here can speak to you about

14   that.  So they were strategic; they were competitive.

15                   I want to also point out that our

16   company, we cannot take it for granted that they're

17   going to continue to invest in Baton Rouge.  That is

18   misinformation.  We're a global company.  As you guys

19   have heard, we're investing right now $20-billion in the

20   Gulf Coast, so that's a great opportunity for Louisiana.

21   It's also a great opportunity for Texas.  And that

22   investment --

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Two minutes.

25               MS. CARGILE:
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 1                   -- it's competitive.  So we have to use

 2   programs like ITEP to bring that investment here.

 3                   The most important thing I ask of you

 4   today is to be predictable for us.  If you choose one

 5   company to single out, our company has followed the

 6   rules, and like the folks that are here today, they're

 7   choosing one company to target.  There have been many

 8   applications that you guys have approved with no

 9   comments, no questions that had 2017 investments, and

10   these folks have not singled out.  And we just ask for

11   predictability and for fairness going forward.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Thank you, Ms. Cargile.

14                   Senator Chabert may have a question.

15               MR. CHABERT:

16                   Yes.  Ms. Cargile, you're a

17   representative of Exxon, how much did y'all pay in

18   property taxes last year?

19               MS. CARGILE:

20                   We're the largest property taxpayer in

21   East Baton Rouge.

22               MR. CHABERT:

23                   You're the largest property taxpayer in

24   East Baton Rouge Parish.

25               MS. CARGILE:
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 1                   And the state.

 2               MR. CHABERT:

 3                   And the state.

 4               MS. CARGILE:

 5                   We pay around 32 to 33-million annually.

 6               MR. CHABERT:

 7                   I just wanted to -- it's important to

 8   get all of the information out there.  Numbers are

 9   numbers; math is math; one plus one equals two.  Period.

10   If they're the largest taxpayer in the state, they're

11   the largest taxpayer in the state.

12               AUDIENCE MEMBERS:

13                   How often do they get exemptions?  That

14   cancels it out.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Ma'am.

17               MR. CHABERT:

18                   All right.  I think it's very important,

19   and I don't want y'all to get all riled out about that.

20   All right.  Just listen.  It's a holistic -- you have to

21   look at things from a holistic view.  Okay?  You can

22   choose not to, but you have to.  All right?

23                   The State of Louisiana generates the

24   majority of its tax revenue on two things, and I think

25   it's wrong and I think we need to change it.  So as much
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 1   passion as we have for this, we need to really work on a

 2   constitutional convention.  That's my plug to y'all.

 3   Because that's where a lot of the problems in our state

 4   lie.  And I'm telling -- look, Ms. Cargile probably

 5   doesn't want that, and a lot of businesses out there

 6   don't want that, but we have an inherently broken tax

 7   system that begins there.  All right?

 8                   So I would encourage you-all to channel

 9   this energy and work with your legislators and your

10   local governments and civic organizations to really work

11   on a broken constitution, particularly in the area of

12   our tax code.  We do have the lowest property tax in the

13   state.  We have the lowest gas tax in the state.  The

14   result of that, you have to wind up having one of the

15   highest sales taxes in the state.

16                   We have, you know, the -- 75 percent of

17   our revenue in comes from sales and income, and that

18   hits every working person in the State of Louisiana, me,

19   you, her, him, them, everybody.  And we need to

20   fundamentally change that.  So quite often we pick a

21   target like the largest corporation in the world and

22   say, "You're the bad guy."  So I think we really need to

23   just take a more holistic view of all of this and not

24   disincentivize it and discourage corporate investment

25   into Baton Rouge.  You know, they face infrastructural
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 1   challenges in our state on a daily basis because we

 2   don't have any money as legislators to appropriate it

 3   properly because we don't collect enough because we have

 4   the lowest gas tax in the doggone country.

 5                   Phillip Devillier hates it when I say

 6   that.

 7               DR. S. WILSON:

 8                   Secretary Wilson likes when you say

 9   that.

10               MR. CHABERT:

11                   But it's true.

12                   Traffic in East Baton Rouge backs up

13   every day.  Why?  Because we don't have money to pour

14   another bridge?  Why?  Because we don't collect enough

15   infrastructure tax to improve it.  Exxon hates that,

16   so...

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   Thank you, Senator Chabert.

19               MR. CHABERT:

20                   So we all need to work on this together.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Thank you, Senator.

23                   Mr. Miller.

24               MR. MILLER:

25                   Yes, ma'am.  I have -- actually I have a
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 1   lot of thoughts, but I just want to ask you a few

 2   questions.

 3                   You mentioned that this project has

 4   been -- several people have mentioned that this project

 5   has been finished.  When was the decision or

 6   approximately when was the decision made by Exxon to

 7   actually invest that money in East Baton Rouge Parish?

 8               MS. CARGILE:

 9                   That's a great question.

10                   So for these projects, the decision was

11   made way back in 2014 or 2015.

12               MR. MILLER:

13                   That's what I figured.

14               MS. CARGILE:

15                   So they were made under the old ITEP

16   rules.  In fact, the advanced application was filed back

17   in 2016.  We waited unit the new rules were promulgated.

18                   And there was a lot of discussion

19   earlier on another agenda item about communicating with

20   the public, and that's one thing that our company

21   believes very strongly in.  We went and even talked to

22   neighbors, elected officials and the mayor's office

23   about these applications, and they asked us to wait

24   until the new rules were promulgated to move forward.

25               MR. MILLER:
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 1                   I just want to make sure that everyone

 2   understood, Exxon doesn't make -- like most people,

 3   don't make decisions to invest in '16 to build in '16.

 4   It's usually way before that.

 5                   Secondly, during that timeframe, from

 6   '14 through today, how many projects has Exxon, roughly,

 7   and within your group, how many projects has Exxon

 8   decided to do elsewhere?

 9               MS. CARGILE:

10                   So I think anyone can look at the media

11   and see the investment that has been made recently in

12   the state next to ours, in Texas.  There is, like I

13   said, it is about $20-billion worth of investment at our

14   hands and an opportunity.  I don't have an exact number

15   of that 20-billion how much is going to Texas, but

16   there's a lot, but the good news is we want to bring

17   more of it here.

18                   We have a project right now that is

19   under gate review today, and we are hoping to get that

20   project.  You guys actually approved the ITEP for the

21   eventually nearly a billion-dollar polypropylene project

22   here.  So we want to get some of that investment.  If we

23   can, we can grow the amount of property taxes that we

24   pay for the long-term.

25               MR. MILLER:
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 1                   Right.

 2               MS. CARGILE:

 3                   Our assets at the refinery, for example,

 4   stay on the tax rolls for 30 years.  Even when those

 5   assets go out of service, they are still -- we're still

 6   paying taxes on them.

 7               MR. MILLER:

 8                   Okay.  So if I'm not mistaken, there was

 9   a $10-billion project that Exxon took to Texas we barely

10   got to look at because we were in the middle of our

11   rules evaluation.  I think it was 1,200 jobs that went

12   to Texas, and no mater what Exxon says, I have to

13   believe that our uncertainty had something to do with

14   that.

15                   Just for -- this isn't necessarily about

16   Exxon.  If anybody thinks that the markets trends,

17   market forces, including ITEP, don't have an impact or

18   they're not -- and the river's there.  If you go down --

19   anybody here drives down Gulf States Road in Baton

20   Rouge, when I was a kid, because I grew up right off of

21   Foster Road where that gentleman lives, and my dad

22   worked at the end of Gulf States Road, there are plants

23   all of way down that road.  Today they're not there.

24   Some of them are not there.  And nothing's come back in

25   its place.  So things can make them leave.

0123

 1                   I don't believe Exxon would pick up

 2   tomorrow and be gone, but in 15 years, instead of being

 3   6,500, 7,000 employees, there could be 3,000.  If you

 4   think it's hard to get tax money out of people who are

 5   growing and green and doing great, then try and get

 6   something from someone that's leaving.

 7                   And I have much more to say, but that's

 8   all I'll leave with today.  Thank you.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Thank you, Mr. Miller.

11                   Mr. Moller.

12               MR. MOLLER:

13                   I just have some questions specific to

14   the one on -- the refinery and the job creation totals.

15   Would you be the appropriate person to ask or is there

16   anybody else?

17               MS. CARGILE:

18                   I'd like for Gloria Moncada, our

19   refinery manager, to come up here if that's okay.

20               MR. MOLLER:

21                   Okay.

22               MS. CARGILE:

23                   I can help answer them, but she's...

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Please identify yourself.
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 1               MS. MONCADA:

 2                   Gloria Moncada, Exxon Baton Rouge

 3   Refinery Manager.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Congratulations.

 6               MS. MONCADA:

 7                   Thank you.

 8               MR. MOLLER:

 9                   I'm just trying to understand job

10   creation, because this says the refinery component would

11   create 18 new permanent jobs.

12               MS. MONCADA:

13                   Correct.

14               MR. MOLLER:

15                   I'm looking at the Advanced Notification

16   filed on the refinery in late 2016.  That said there

17   were 1,283 existing jobs at the refinery, and then

18   another Advanced that was filed a year later, at the end

19   of the 2017, that said there were 1,272 jobs, so a net

20   loss of 11 jobs.  But then in your application, it said

21   there were 1,357 existing jobs and that 18 new ones

22   would be added.  Could you just kind of clarify those

23   three numbers for me so I understand?

24               MS. MONCADA:

25                   Yeah, absolutely.  I know how it can be
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 1   confusing.  It has to do with the timeframe that you're

 2   looking at.  So we hire throughout the year.  In fact,

 3   you know, we'll have years where we hire over 100

 4   people, but during the year, we'll have retirements,

 5   you've got people that move on to different assignments,

 6   and so depending on when you take that snapshot, you

 7   could see movement in the head count.

 8                   What you need to look at is positions in

 9   the refinery; right, because you'll sometimes have a

10   position, but it's unfilled while you've got a

11   retirement waiting on that next new hire to get trained

12   up and put in the job.  So when we count positions, we

13   know that we're increasing positions.

14               MR. MOLLER:

15                   So 1,357, the number that's in this

16   application, that is the number of positions at your

17   company at what point in time?

18               MS. MONCADA:

19                   I don't know that I can --

20               MR. MOLLER:

21                   That's not the actual number of warm

22   bodies working at the refinery?

23               MS. MONCADA:

24                   The 1,357 is the number of bodies

25   that -- that application has the number of bodies that
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 1   were at the site at the time that number was drawn.

 2               MR. MOLLER:

 3                   On 3 -- on March 30th of 2018?

 4               MS. MONCADA:

 5                   I believe so.

 6               MS. CARGILE:

 7                   I believe so, yeah.  I think so.

 8                   And, Jan, one other thing that you might

 9   want to notice is when the advances were filed -- and

10   this is something we've shared with a lot of folks --

11   you had a different set of rules; right?  So the assets

12   related to the jobs at that time were different than

13   when we readjusted because several of our assets did not

14   apply under the new rules; right?

15               MR. MOLLER:

16                   Right.

17               MS. CARGILE:

18                   So we had to remove regulatory,

19   environmental regulatory, anything that was in there

20   that did not apply.  So that changed the whole face of

21   your application as well.  So your final application was

22   moved to adjust the new capital that applied under the

23   new rules and the new jobs with that capital.

24               MR. MOLLER:

25                   Okay.  And LED is satisfied that these
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 1   18 jobs are actual 18 new jobs?  I'm just -- you

 2   understand my confusion, because it looked like the

 3   number of jobs decreased year to year during the year

 4   where it was supposed to add 18.

 5               MS. MONCADA:

 6                   Absolutely.  Right.

 7               MS. CHENG:

 8                   There are compliance documents that need

 9   to be filed with LED once there is an active contract on

10   this application, and the compliance documents are filed

11   every year, so...

12               MS. MONCADA:

13                   And we use whatever basis, you know,

14   whether if we start out by applying with positions,

15   we'll end with positions.  If we start out applying by

16   just pure head count, we use that same basis so that we

17   don't create confusion in approving of the number.

18               MR. MOLLER:

19                   So they file the compliance documents

20   after we approve this?

21               MS. CHENG:

22                   Correct.

23               MR. MOLLER:

24                   And if there's some problem with the

25   compliance, I mean, if you look at this and say, "Well,
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 1   it doesn't look like you actually created the 18 jobs,"

 2   what happens then?

 3               MS. CHENG:

 4                   If compliance isn't met, it comes back

 5   to the Board and it goes back to the locals.

 6               MR. MOLLER:

 7                   Okay.

 8               MS. CARGILE:

 9                   And let me also add to that that you

10   only see two EBR applications and one West Baton Rouge;

11   right?  And we haven't asked why, but the answer is that

12   all of our plant managers look at the CEA that LED asks

13   us to sign, and they wanted to make sure that we were

14   able to maintain those job growth numbers for each

15   contract over the 10-year period of the abatement.  So

16   that was done with very diligent review by each plant

17   manager as well as our HR team because they didn't want

18   to sign that --

19               MS. MONCADA:

20                   In fact, two of the applications, the

21   reason they were not sure about maintaining is because

22   we're sending employees to Texas for projects that are

23   being built there with Exxon Mobil because it's more

24   attractive.

25               MR. MOLLER:

0129

 1                   Thank you.

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   All right.  I have on deck Mr. Slone

 4   first and then Secretary Pierson.

 5                   Mr. Slone.

 6               MR. SLONE:

 7                   Sure.  Thank you for sharing that

 8   information about the jobs because they can be a little

 9   bit confusing.

10                   I guess my questions would be simply can

11   you talk a little bit about the direct value to Baton

12   Rouge and the communities that you guys have put some

13   work into?  Because I know there's some things going on

14   in North Baton Rouge that are near and dear to my heart

15   as a young mam that grew up in North Baton Rouge and had

16   relatives at Exxon Mobil, and from what I can hear is

17   there's a corporate citizenship piece that maybe

18   sometimes get overlooked in some of these conversations.

19   So can you share a little bit about that?

20               MS. CARGILE:

21                   Absolutely.  That's what I like to talk

22   about the most.

23                   So we give about 5-million back to the

24   Baton Rouge community alone every year.  There's a

25   little bit more added to that because we were actually
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 1   able to attract $13-million that went to the National

 2   Math and Science Initiative.  And that, by the way, goes

 3   to schools in our surrounding school districts.  A lot

 4   of it in EBR where each school gets direct funding and

 5   the teachers in those schools that teach AP classes

 6   actually get stipends.  So it's a great way to directly

 7   support the schools and teachers involved in the

 8   National Math and Science Initiative.  So we are hoping

 9   that we can continue to bring that NMSI funding back to

10   Louisiana and back to EBR schools.

11                   Some of the really cool projects that I

12   think you're referring to that we're doing in North

13   Baton Rouge, we're working right now to help the

14   community there start a small business resource center,

15   and we're hoping to get that up and running in early

16   2019.  That's a cool partnership between Southern

17   University, the Chamber, LED.  We brought in a whole lot

18   of partners, and even gotten other companies in the

19   area, like Coca-Cola and some of the banks in North

20   Baton Rouge to rally around with us.  That will be a

21   business investment because the business is actually

22   giving us an office building to operate from.  We will

23   also have the Baton Rouge North Economic Development

24   District housed there.  So that's a great way to foster

25   growth in small businesses in the North Baton Rouge
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 1   area.

 2                   We're secondly expanding our North Baton

 3   Rouge Industrial Training Initiative.  That actually

 4   tripled.  There was a news release that went out

 5   yesterday.  And like you said, it didn't get picked up

 6   yet by the media.  Sometimes it's hard to get the story

 7   out.  But that program accepted 200 people in North

 8   Baton Rouge to go through a free fasttrack training

 9   where they'll get jobs in our industry.  And Gloria

10   Moncada right here made the commitment to actually

11   direct hire the students in the millwright program.  So

12   that's a new tract directly that will be hired by the

13   refinery.

14                   So that's just an example of two of the

15   programs that we're doing in North Baton Rouge.

16               MR. SLONE:

17                   Do you have any idea of how much money

18   does Exxon Mobil contribute to the United Way?

19               MS. CARGILE:

20                   We're the largest corporate distributor

21   to the United Way, so we make up about 14 percent of

22   their budget, and it's about 1.5-million each year.

23               MR. SLONE:

24                   But when they distribute that money, it

25   doesn't say "Exxon Mobil" on it, does it?
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 1               MS. CARGILE:

 2                   No, it does not.

 3               MR. SLONE:

 4                   It just says "United Way"?

 5               MS. CARGILE:

 6                   That's right.

 7               MR. SLONE:

 8                   Thank you.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Thank you, Mr. Slone.

11                   Secretary Pierson.

12                   Please let's keep the order.

13               SECRETARY PIERSON:

14                   Just a point of clarification and maybe

15   one other point I'd like to illuminate, but certainly

16   Advanced Notifications are estimates and they should

17   already be treated that way.  They are the best

18   available information when the project is envisioned,

19   and that's why when the application comes forward, you

20   have more certainty, and certainly the Governor's

21   edition of the NXA, which is basically a contract of

22   what the company will provide and where and for how

23   long.  Those details are available.  They're available

24   for the examination in front of these school boards and

25   parish and sheriff activities.  So the idea that the

0133

 1   Advanced may not have agreed with the final document in

 2   the application is not surprising at all.

 3                   Just want to kind of -- one of features

 4   of the Industrial Tax Exemption Program is it also

 5   recognizes the permanent jobs that are created as part

 6   of the project.  That may or may not be a full-time

 7   Exxon employee, but represent a significant employment

 8   in the region.  So while we see maybe 1,270, 80 jobs

 9   that are Exxon at the refinery, what figure do you think

10   of when you think of your total employment there?

11               MS. MONCADA:

12                   The number of people that cross through

13   our gate every day at the refinery alone is over 3,000

14   people.  For all of the Exxon Mobil facilities in Baton

15   Rouge, it's about 5,000 people.

16               SECRETARY PIERSON:

17                   Thank you.  I think it just calls

18   attention to a discrepancy of seven or 10 that will be

19   accounted for, that we do know the exact location where

20   these projects will be executed, we do have access to

21   payroll and we will hold Exxon accountable to the

22   requirements of the program, but I would hope that all

23   of us would look beyond just the people that pass

24   through the gate, more than 5,000 daily, and understand

25   the implications that these manufacturing tax exemptions

0134

 1   are only offered to manufacturers.  Why?  Because

 2   they're a tremendous multiplier.  There's many thousands

 3   of other jobs that are generated by this project and by

 4   that employment that ripple through the economy, and all

 5   of that needs to be looked at.  And, you know, certainly

 6   from our perspective, we want to build a vibrant economy

 7   in Louisiana, we want good education.  How will we get

 8   there?  We grow the pie.  And so I'm hopeful that the

 9   Board will support today, and I'm certainly speaking on

10   behalf of these projects that Exxon has proposed for the

11   10-year tax exemption.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

14                   Senator Thompson.

15               MR. THOMPSON:

16                   Mr. Secretary, those were great remarks

17   and comments.  I had wanted to say that I have a lot of

18   support back home for changes in the laws that we have

19   and the procedures that we have, but I wanted to let you

20   know that it's a little bit too little too late.  As you

21   said, you couldn't get it in the paper about what you

22   were doing and how you're doing, but I just, as a

23   warning or as an information deliver, there's a lot of

24   legislators that want to change the direction we're

25   going.  And the way we're going to build Louisiana is
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 1   like what Commissioner Pierson said, if we don't get

 2   these corporations in and people that are in it now to

 3   do a good job for the future, we won't have the public

 4   being supporting you like you're being supported today.

 5                   Nothing's more important than education.

 6   When I hear those teachers, former teachers, talking

 7   about the importance of education, nothing is more

 8   important than that.  And corporations like Exxon have

 9   recognized that, but they're going to have to do a real

10   good selling job for the next generation of those ITEP

11   groups that come in.  Hope they're in my area.  Hope we

12   can work as partners in that type of operation, but if

13   we hadn't had Governor John Bel Edwards in the mix, we

14   probably wouldn't have this opportunity to do what we're

15   doing today.

16                   But I just want people to realize that

17   here today, the public is supporting Exxon and others.

18   We've seen that all through the process today, but that

19   may not be the case in another five or six months.  And

20   Don Pierson made that point very clear.  We've got to

21   make sure that you-all do the right thing all of the

22   time, and I want to encourage that.  I don't know who's

23   here with Exxon Mobil today, but one of the largest

24   corporations in the world making more profit than any,

25   they need to set good examples here in Louisiana.
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 1               MS. CARGILE:

 2                   Absolutely.

 3               MR. THOMPSON:

 4                   As they've done in the past.

 5               MS. CARGILE:

 6                   We agree.

 7               MR. THOMPSON:

 8                   But rather than taking baby steps, we

 9   ought to make some leaps.  We shouldn't be here today

10   talking about that.  If we'd have done right at the

11   beginning, we probably wouldn't be refighting this

12   battle and every step of the way.  You understand that?

13               MS. CARGILE:

14                   Right.  I think, you know -- and just to

15   reply to that, I think, you know, in general, our

16   company agrees with the policy changes that have been

17   made.  We like the fact that locals are involved.  It's

18   given us an opportunity to talk to a lot of stakeholders

19   about our investment, about our projects, things that we

20   maybe would have never had those types of conversations.

21   So we embrace the changes that have been made.

22                   The thing that I think our company asks

23   the most is just for predictability.  Tell us what the

24   policy is, and we will follow it, we will abide by it,

25   and we will use it to try to get projects here so that
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 1   we can become an even stronger corporate citizen, an

 2   even stronger contributor to the economy.

 3               MR. THOMPSON:

 4                   Thank you for those comments, because

 5   that's what we want, but if I was at Exxon Mobil, I

 6   would have every university in research and development

 7   in this area, not just -- and I would not come to the

 8   table and say, "I couldn't get my points across in the

 9   newspaper."  If you can't get your points across in the

10   newspaper, somebody's not doing their business.

11               MS. CARGILE:

12                   It was just that one story.

13               MR. THOMPSON:

14                   Right, but we ought to be leading, not

15   following or not saying, "Whatever y'all require of us

16   to do, we're going to do our best to do it."  You ought

17   to be making examples.  And I bet if I did a little

18   research, I could find that you're doing much more in

19   some other states that are not doing as much for you as

20   the people of Louisiana are.

21               MS. CARGILE:

22                   I actually do have to just disagree with

23   that.  Our community --

24               MR. THOMPSON:

25                   Well, prove it to me.
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 1               MS. CARGILE:

 2                   I would love to sit down with you and

 3   show you what we're doing in the Baton Rouge Community.

 4   That is the leader amongst all of our downstream sites.

 5               MS. MONCADA:

 6                   Absolutely.

 7               MS. CARGILE:

 8                   And Gloria will agree with that.  As far

 9   as bringing private sector funding and resources to

10   public issues, like giving capacity to small businesses,

11   like giving folks jobs in North Baton Rouge.

12               MR. THOMPSON:

13                   Right.

14               MS. CARGILE:

15                   So that was -- North Baton Rouge

16   Industrial Training Initiative was, one of our refinery

17   managers started that because they wanted our near

18   neighbors to have more jobs in our industry.  So that is

19   a program that has not been replicated at any of our

20   sites across the US, and we want to lead.

21               MR. THOMPSON:

22                   Right.  Last comment, I appreciate that,

23   but I would just suggest make some leaps and just -- you

24   don't have to do it just right here where you get the

25   vote.  You need to do it statewide and make sure that
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 1   all of these entities next time are right there in

 2   support of what you're doing because this -- the

 3   resources that we have in Louisiana, gas, oil, you

 4   wouldn't be here without that, and processing and so

 5   forth, but that's owned by all of the citizens of the

 6   State of Louisiana.  You know that.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Thank you, Senator.

 9                   All right.  Next on we have -- Ms.

10   Moncada, do you have anything to add?

11               MS. MONCADA:

12                   The only thing I want to clear up is a

13   fallacy that was I think referred to earlier that Exxon

14   Mobil is here to stay and that the ITEP doesn't make any

15   difference.  I'm, in fact, in a position of knowledge to

16   know that it makes absolutely a difference at Exxon

17   Mobil.  When asked earlier about projects that have not

18   come here, I've been involved in watching corporately

19   decisions being made to send billion-dollar-plus

20   projects to our Beaumont refinery.  And, in fact, we're

21   competing right now, very hard, for a project in Baton

22   Rouge that's being considered versus our Baytown, Texas

23   refinery.

24                   I'll just end with saying the $6-million

25   abatement that we're talking about here, these projects
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 1   came with that incentive.  It attracted those projects

 2   to Baton Rouge versus our other refineries, 19, around

 3   the world, and they're going to generate $23-million of

 4   property and sales tax benefit over the next 20 years.

 5   $6-million of abatement providing $23-million.  If the

 6   projects hadn't come, that 23-million would be a zero,

 7   so...

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Thank you, Ms. Moncada.  And you tell

10   those people at corporate that we want those projects.

11               MS. MONCADA:

12                   Thank you.

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   I know this Board does.

15                   All right.  Next we have Mr. Chris

16   Parker.  I think Mr.  On deck we have Scott Gleason.

17                   Again, if you can keep your comment to

18   two to three minutes, unless there are questions by the

19   Board members.

20               MR. PARKER:

21                   Yes, sir.  Chris Parker, Exxon Mobil.

22                   Most of the comments I was going to make

23   were discussed between the Board and Stephanie and Ms.

24   Gloria, but I did just want to add and clear up

25   something that was stated earlier.  It was said that the
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 1   projects were completed 18 months ago, but in reality

 2   they were completed December of 2017.  So that's 12

 3   months by my calculations.  So just wanted to clear that

 4   up.

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   All right.  Thank you.

 7                   Mr. Gleason.

 8                   Please, if you have comments you'd like

 9   to talk amongst yourself, please step out to the

10   hallway.

11                   Mr. Gleason.

12               MR. GLEASON:

13                   Good morning.  I'm Scott Gleason.  I am

14   the Plant Manager at the lubricants plant in Port Allen,

15   Louisiana.

16                   In the interest of not repeating

17   anything, I'll just talk in terms of from a lubricants

18   perspective.  We do compete, not only with the other

19   plants here in the United States, but across the globe

20   for these investments.  Recently we celebrated two years

21   of our new aviation facility, which we are very, very

22   proud of.  And the predictability of the investment that

23   we make drives a lot of these decisions.  So we have a

24   lot of things in the future that we're competing not

25   only with our neighboring states in Texas, but
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 1   throughout the US and throughout the globe for this

 2   business.  So I'd ask that you continue to give us that

 3   predictability so that we can make the appropriate

 4   investment.

 5                   I am not from Louisiana, but this is my

 6   second time I've returned a citizen.  I'm very, very

 7   happy to be here.  I want to continue to support our

 8   great state, and thank you very much.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   Thank you, Mr. Gleason.

11                   We have Brad Allen, and on deck, Sam

12   Williams.

13               MR. ALLEN:

14                   Good morning.  My name is Brad Allen.

15   I'm the Operations Manager at Exxon Mobil's Baton Rouge

16   Polyolefins plant.  So that is the plant where we've had

17   a lot of discussions at past meetings about the

18   polypropylene expansion project.

19                   Again, not to repeat anything.  Just

20   wanted to mention, you know, one of our lined items on

21   this ITEP approval is for some projects in our

22   polyethylene facility.  So we produce both of those

23   products at our plant here.  Those projects are really

24   designed to increase our reliability, our safety

25   performance in order to set ourselves up for that next
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 1   tranche of that $20-billion corporate investment that

 2   we're looking at.  So we are very successful over the

 3   years of improving our plant to get that money for this

 4   polypropylene plant.  We're doing the same thing right

 5   now for polyethylene.  So that's another expansion zone

 6   we're looking at, and that's what these projects are

 7   really designed to do.  They're to make ourselves look

 8   better in our corporation's eyes so that we're able to

 9   successfully compete for those bigger expansions and

10   projects in the future.

11                   Thank you.

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Thank you, Mr. Allen.

14                   Sam Williams, and on deck we have Clay

15   Fuller.

16               MR. WILLIAMS:

17                   Good morning.  My name is Sam Williams.

18   I am the Product Quality Assurance Manager at Port Allen

19   lubricants plant on the west side.

20                   I'm just here to say that I appreciate

21   allowing me to come on today to speak and to ask you-all

22   to do what you are here to do.  But I'm excited about

23   the opportunity that I have at Exxon Mobil with these

24   projects coming along and to make us more robust to get

25   more projects at our facilities and also allow us an
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 1   opportunity to send some of our employees over to the

 2   other schools to be able to be mentors with Junior

 3   Achievement and things of that nature.  And if it were

 4   not for these projects, then we could not free these

 5   young people up to go and inspire other people in our

 6   public education schools.

 7                   I am a graduate, a lifelong resident of

 8   East Baton Rouge Parish.  I went to schools in East

 9   Baton Rouge Parish.  I actually volunteered my time,

10   energy and effort, also my wife, in the schools.  So we

11   spend a lot of time in the schools.  So, therefore, I

12   just ask you-all to assist us to help young people to go

13   and inspire other young people in the education areas.

14                   Thank you.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Thank you.

17                   Clay Fuller.

18               MS. CHENG:

19                   Clay Fuller doesn't want to speak.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Oh, I'm sorry.

22                   All right.  Tyler Gray, I think, and on

23   deck, Adam Knapp.

24               MR. GRAY:

25                   Good morning.  I think it's still the
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 1   morning.  My name is Tyler Gray.  I am currently the

 2   General Counsel for the Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil &

 3   Gas Association, but I will, in my capacity here, I'll

 4   also be President of the organization starting next

 5   year.

 6                   You know, a lot has been covered today,

 7   some different issues.  What I want to do is just kind

 8   of make one general comment.  So Louisiana Mid-Continent

 9   Oil & Gas Association has several members representing

10   the oil and gas industry here in the State of Louisiana.

11   Those memberships include Exxon, Shell, PBF, Chalmette

12   Refining, Enlink, Tellurian and several other companies.

13                   Now, the other companies have already

14   been approved; right?  The rules have been followed, and

15   they've been allowed to move forward.  At this point,

16   we're looking at one application, and from what I've

17   heard today from Secretary Pierson, whose trust I put in

18   evaluating the rules that we set forth, it comes out in

19   favor of the application.  So, therefore, as a

20   representative of all of industry, I do want to focus on

21   the fact that we are granting exemptions when

22   organizations are following the rules.  Therefore, when

23   we have situations where we look at policy beyond the

24   scope of this Board, something like education, which the

25   Governor has already come out and said is an issue and
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 1   we will address going forward.  And as a representative

 2   of industry, I can tell you that workforce development

 3   is just as important as investment.

 4                   We have those conversations at the

 5   appropriate time.  Today we look at the rules, we review

 6   the exemptions, we grant the exemption.  If they don't

 7   comply, we send them back to the place that they go.

 8   LED has spoken.  We've heard from the applicant.  And so

 9   at that point, I ask you to look at it from that

10   perspective to make sure that we stay focused, we review

11   the application, what's put in front of us and we move

12   forward.

13                   With that, I appreciate the opportunity

14   to make comments.  Thank you.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Thank you.

17                   Mr. Knapp.

18               MR. KNAPP:

19                   Thank you for the opportunity be with

20   you today.  My name is Adam Knapp.  I'm the President

21   and CEO of the Baton Rouge Area Chamber.  Our

22   organization leads the economic development in the

23   nine-parish Capitol Region and we serve as the economic

24   development partner for East Baton Rouge Parish on

25   economic development projects that concern the parish.
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 1                   On a personal note, I'll also add, for

 2   the prior comments, that my children are students in the

 3   East Baton Rouge Parish School System, all three of

 4   them, and my wife and I are both participants in the PTA

 5   and active in our community.  Our parish -- our own

 6   property taxes and sales taxes, of course, go to support

 7   our parish services, and we are personally involved and

 8   active in the education system.  And I would say we are

 9   proud of the services provided by East Baton Rouge

10   Parish public schools, and that's the reason why my

11   family chooses to do that for our children.  It's

12   something that we believe is an important part of our

13   life.  Both of us were products of public education.  Me

14   in Lake Charles and her in Virginia, but we both

15   continue to be very active.  I will say it is a good

16   public school system and it's one that's working very

17   hard every day because of many of the people in the room

18   doing everything they can to get better as well.

19                   Our parish is stronger, not weaker, for

20   having an incredible base of manufacturing, which is,

21   today, driving our economy.  Yesterday, the Baton Rouge

22   Area of Chamber released it's 2019 forecast for the

23   regional economy, and we enjoy economic growth.  Much

24   was said earlier about the boom that's happening in Lake

25   Charles.  I would say that we've been on a pretty good
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 1   streak ourselves, although we do envy a little bit some

 2   of the numbers that we see in Lake Charles.  We've been

 3   on a good streak ourselves.

 4                   We also reported yesterday that area

 5   household incomes in the Capital Region reached a record

 6   high this past year, largely driven by an incredible

 7   surge we've seen in manufacturing activity over the last

 8   five or six years, and that is driving household income

 9   at a rate faster than Louisiana, faster than our peer

10   cities across the country in the last 10 years --

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Two minutes.

13               MR. KNAPP:

14                   -- and we're excited to see that

15   contributing to a benefit that is spreading across our

16   community.

17                   Economic development is, of course, a

18   complicated business, and our tax code is less

19   attractive in many cases than other states, so the

20   incentive tools that you provide through things like the

21   ITE provide targeted strategies for how companies make

22   corporate investment decisions, as you've heard, and it

23   has benefited our community, not taking away from it, to

24   have a very strong manufacturing base.

25                   Industry, as you've heard, is paying
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 1   two-thirds of the parish property taxes in our

 2   community, and they're going to continue to be the fuel

 3   in the tank of education funding because of ITEP,

 4   because of ITEP is helping to attract manufacturing, and

 5   we should do everything we can to continue to push

 6   forward.

 7                   We stand in support of the Exxon Mobil

 8   applications today.  We are pleased to continue to

 9   compete for economic development projects with Exxon.

10   We continue to appreciate the support that this

11   organization board has provided.

12                   I would note that the last application

13   you approved for the project, that polyolefin project

14   that was spoken of, was approved at the local level

15   unanimously by the school board, by the Metro Council

16   and signed off on by the sheriff.  There is an enormous

17   community support for Exxon Mobil and for manufacturing.

18                   We appreciate your time in volunteering.

19   Thank you.

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Thank you, Mr. Knapp.

22                   That is all of the cards that I have.

23   Again, is there anyone that would like to make a

24   comment?

25               (No response.)
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   I always like to give everyone an

 3   opportunity to speak.

 4                   All right.  With that, all we have on

 5   this one is three Exxons for consideration; correct, Ms.

 6   Cheng?  Three?

 7               MS. CHENG:

 8                   Correct.  20161911, 20161914 and

 9   20161915.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   All right.  With those, I believe

12   Mr. Slone has made the motion to approve.  It has been

13   seconded by Ms. Heather Malone.

14                   Any further discussion or questions by

15   any of the Board members?

16               (No response.)

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

19               (Several members respond "aye.")

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   All opposed with a "nay."

22               (No response.)

23               MR. WINDHAM:

24                   Motion carries.

25                   Next on the agenda, we have 14
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 1   post-Executive Order --

 2               MS. CHENG:

 3                   We just did that.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   I'm sorry.

 6               MS. CHENG:

 7                   That's okay.  We have 111 --

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   We have 111 renewal applications, and in

10   light of the video that was put out, I'd like for you to

11   read each one of those individually.

12               MS. CHENG:

13                   Okay.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   So it is not perceived that we just

16   rubber stamp these.  Unless there's an objection by any

17   of the Board members.

18               MS. CHENG:

19                   20140276, American Advanced

20   Technologies, LLC in Terrebonne Parish; 20121084, BASF

21   Corporation in Concordia Parish; 20140332, Bancroft Bag,

22   Inc. In Ouachita Parish; 20121271, Bell Helicopter

23   Textron, Inc. in Lafayette Parish; 20140295, Bercen --

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   I will entertain a motion to approve
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 1   these in globo.

 2                   Made by Mr. Slone; seconded by Mr. Jan

 3   Moller.

 4                   Is there any discussion from the public

 5   concerning in globo passing of these renewals?

 6               (No response.)

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Any comments or discussion from the

 9   Board members?

10               (No response.)

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Do we have a quorum?

13               MR. CHABERT:

14                   There are several members that are in

15   need of a pause, but they're coming out.

16               MS. CHENG:

17                   I can keep reading until then if you

18   want.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   I'm sorry.  There is a video screen in

21   the break room with audio.  We have 13 now or 14.

22                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

23               (Several members respond "aye.")

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   All opposed with a "nay."
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 1               (No response.)

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   The renewals are approved.

 4                   We have one late renewal request.

 5               MS. CHENG:

 6                   Yep.  It's 20111226, PBF Holding

 7   Company, LLC in St. Bernard Parish.  Their initial

 8   contract expired 12/31/2017.  They requested their

 9   renewal on 8/14/2018.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   Is there a representative here from PBF

12   Holding Company?

13                   Please step forward.  Can you tell us

14   why you were late?

15               MR. KORT:

16                   First off, my name is Greg Kort.  I'm

17   with Ryan, LLC.  Thank you for the chance to speak to

18   you on this issue.

19                   Reason for us being late on this is PBF

20   had a transition in consulting in terms of who was

21   handling their property taxes in Louisiana.  Prior

22   consultant contract ended at the end of the year and

23   ours picked up at the beginning of the year and we had

24   basically a learning process of getting an understanding

25   of what PBF all had.  And we kind of missed the boat on
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 1   this, so we apologize.  And that's the reason for the

 2   late application.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   So this due date was December 31st,

 5   2017.  The renewal request date was 2018, 8/14 of 2018.

 6   It's been our practice to reduce this by one year, and I

 7   would entertain a motion for the same.

 8                   Made by Ms. Malone; seconded by Mr.

 9   Briggs.

10                   Any discussion?

11               (No response.)

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   Do we have a quorum now?

14                   Yes, we have a quorum.

15                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

16               (Several members respond "aye.")

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   All opposed with a "nay."

19               (No response.)

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Motion carries.

22                   Thank you, sir.

23               MS. CHENG:

24                   We have 74 changes of company name only

25   contract amendments.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   Motion has been made to approve the 74

 3   in globo as they apply to two entities, Columbian

 4   Chemicals Company will be changed to Birla.

 5               MS. CHENG:

 6                   Birla Carbon U.S.A., Inc. in St. Mary

 7   Parish and Graphic Packaging International, Inc. will be

 8   changed to Graphic Packaging International, LLC in

 9   Ouachita Parish.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   That's for all of the listed contracts

12   as identified by number.

13                   Motion has been made by Dr. Wilson to

14   approve in globo; seconded by Ms. Malone.

15                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

16               (Several members respond "aye.")

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   All opposed with a "nay."

19               (No response.)

20               MR. WINDHAM:

21                   Motion carries.

22               MS. CHENG:

23                   We have one change in physical location

24   contract amendment requests.

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   Comments, please step outside.

 2               MS. CHENG:

 3                   Denbury Onshore, LLC, Contract 20150267

 4   was previously located at 481 Highway 609, Delhi,

 5   Louisiana 71235 in Richland Parish, and their new

 6   location is 463 Highway 609, Delhi, Louisiana in

 7   Richland Parish.

 8                   I believe they didn't move.  It's a

 9   change in address by the post office.

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   All right.  Are there any questions

12   concerning this, even though.

13                   Motion has been made by Dr. Wilson to

14   approve; seconded by Major Coleman.

15                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye" --

16   oh, I'm sorry.  Dr. Wilson has a question in addition.

17               DR. S. WILSON:

18                   Just to comment for a Senator Francis,

19   we've had three projects that were all North Louisiana,

20   and he was commenting the entire day of nothing being in

21   North Louisiana.

22               MR. THOMPSON:

23                   I made the motion.

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   All right.  Thank you, Dr. Wilson.
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 1                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 2               (Several members respond "aye.")

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   All opposed with a "nay."

 5               (No response.)

 6               MR. WINDHAM:

 7                   Motion carries.

 8               MS. CHENG:

 9                   We have one transfer of tax exemption

10   contract:  Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,

11   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20161014 is being

12   transferred to South Atlantic, LLC in East Baton Rouge

13   Parish.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All right.  For the transfer of

16   exemption contract, any comments from the public?

17               (No response.)

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   Motion from the Board?

20                   Made by Mr. Briggs; seconded by Mayor

21   Brasseaux.

22                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

23               (Several members respond "aye.")

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   All opposed with a "nay."
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 1               (No response.)

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   Motion carries.

 4               MS. CHENG:

 5                   We actually have four -- that's

 6   incorrect on the front cover page.  We have four partial

 7   transfers -- or, no.  I'm sorry.  They're being

 8   transferred to multiple companies.  That's why.  I

 9   misspoke.  Sorry.

10                   Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,

11   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20100919, they're

12   retaining $741,106.  South Atlantic, LLC is receiving

13   $3,416,185 in assets and Natchez Management, LLC is

14   receiving $5,281,298 in assets from that contract.

15                   Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,

16   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20190919-A is

17   retaining $431,866 in assets in East Baton Rouge Parish

18   and is transferring $25,571 to South Atlantic, LLC and

19   Natchez Management, $31,101 to Natchez Management, LLC

20   in East Baton Rouge Parish.

21                   Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,

22   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20140711 is retaining

23   $71,273 in East Baton Rouge Parish, transferring $51,948

24   in assets to South Atlantic, LLC and $68,237 in assets

25   to Natchez Management, LLC both in East Baton Rouge
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 1   Parish.

 2               Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,

 3   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20150736 is retaining

 4   $8,046, transferring $92,553 to South Atlantic, LLC and

 5   $78,091 to Natchez Management, LLC in East Baton Rouge

 6   Parish.

 7               MR. WINDHAM:

 8                   Thank you, Ms. Cheng.

 9                   On the partial transfer of exemption

10   contracts, any comments from the Board members?

11               (No response.)

12               MR. WINDHAM:

13                   From the public?

14               (No response.)

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Questions or comment from the Board

17   members?

18               (No response.)

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Is there a motion to approve?

21                   Made by Senator Francis Thompson;

22   seconded by Mr. Briggs.

23                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

24               (Several members respond "aye.")

25               MR. WINDHAM:
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 1                   All opposed with a "nay."

 2               (No response.)

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Motion carries.

 5                   Ms. Cheng.

 6               MS. CHENG:

 7                   I have 11 contract cancelation requests:

 8   Deltech Corporation, Contracts 20090579, 20100090,

 9   20110315, 20120527, 20130550, 20140481, 20141333,

10   20150504 and 20160965, company requests cancelation, and

11   they're located in East Baton Rouge Parish.

12                   Dredging Supply Company, Inc., Contract

13   20110831 in St. John the Baptist Parish, company

14   requests cancelation.

15                   And Groth Equipment Corporation, D/B/A,

16   Groquip, Contract 20100619 in Ascension Parish, both

17   companies request cancelation.

18               MR. WINDHAM:

19                   All right.  All of these have been

20   requested cancelation by the companies themselves.

21                   Are there any comments from the public

22   concerning the cancelation request of the companies?

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Is there a motion?
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 1                   The motion has been made by Senator

 2   Thompson; seconded by Representative Devillier.

 3                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 4               (Several members respond "aye.")

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   All opposed with a "nay."

 7               (No response.)

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Motion carries.

10               MS. CHENG:

11                   I six special requests from Bradken in

12   Tangipahoa Parish.  They request non-cancelation of

13   their -- they are actually idled currently, but they're

14   requesting to continue their ITEP contracts in the hopes

15   of attracting a buyer.  They're working with locals to

16   get a letter of support, but these are Contracts

17   20100584, 20110612, 20120506, 20140515, 20150507, and

18   20161009.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   All right.  Thank you.

21                   Secretary Pierson.

22               SECRETARY PIERSON:

23                   Just some additional information.  The

24   Parish Resident, Robbie Miller, would likely have to

25   recuse himself from this vote.  He has not been able to
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 1   stay here at the meeting and has had to depart.  His

 2   request was to the Board that this be deferred to the

 3   February meeting.

 4               MR. WINDHAM:

 5                   Motion has been made by Mr. Slone to

 6   defer the cancelations until the February meeting for

 7   these ones related to Bradken.  There's a second by

 8   Secretary Pierson.

 9                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

10               (Several members respond "aye.")

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   All opposed with a "nay."

13               (No response.)

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   Motion carries.

16               MS. CHENG:

17                   That concludes the Industrial Tax

18   Exemption portion of the agenda.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   We have an appeal, I believe.

21               MS. CHENG:

22                   ITEP appeals are under Other Business.

23   We do have one ITEP denial appeal, LED requests --

24   received a request from Reliable EDM appealing the

25   decision to deny their request for late renewal of tax
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 1   exemption contract by the Board of Commerce and Industry

 2   at the October 31st, 2018 meeting.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   Is there a representative from Reliable

 5   EDM with us?

 6                   Please step forward and identify

 7   yourself, make your appeal.

 8               Mr. SOMMER:

 9                   Yes.  I'm John Sommer with Reliable EDM,

10   and we're obviously not on par with these companies.  I

11   had no idea this is this formal.  I was actually out of

12   town and I was at a meeting and I didn't realize that it

13   was this formal.  I apologize.  I was not able to make

14   it to the meeting on the 31st.  I was in Denver.

15                   So I'm asking is there any way that we

16   could continue this contract that we had?

17               MR. WINDHAM:

18                   All right.  The process is, I believe we

19   have to have a motion to --

20               MS. CHENG:

21                   Approve the appeal.

22               MR. WINDHAM:

23                   -- approve the appeal, and then we'll

24   vote on --

25               MS. CHENG:
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 1                   Reconsider.

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   -- the consequences, reconsideration.

 4                   So is there a motion to approve the

 5   request for appeal?

 6                   Made by Mr. Briggs.

 7                   Is there a second?

 8                   Made by Mr. Manny Fajardo.  I'll get it

 9   right one day.

10                   Is there any discussion by any of the

11   Board members to approve the request for the appeal?

12               (No response.)

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

15               (Several members respond "aye.")

16               MR. WINDHAM:

17                   All opposed with a "nay."

18               (No response.)

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   Motion carries.

21                   All right.  So on here, you were due to

22   be in on December 31st of 2017.  You were late by eight

23   months.  The practice has been to reduce your exemption

24   by one year for that.

25               MR. SOMMER:
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 1                   Okay.

 2               MR. WINDHAM:

 3                   So is there a motion to do just that,

 4   reduce it to a four-year contract?

 5                   Motion has been made by Major Coleman;

 6   seconded by Ms. Baker.

 7                   Any further discussion?

 8               (No response.)

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

11                   Mr. Slone.

12               MR. SLONE:

13                   Okay.  I was just curious, is this the

14   one from our meeting where there was no representative

15   present and we thought that maybe based on the magnitude

16   of what's was going on that someone should have been

17   here?  I'm just curious if this was the same one.  I'd

18   have to go back to my last meeting notes.

19               MR. WINDHAM:

20                   I don't believe so.  This was one where

21   there was no representative.  The one that I -- I have a

22   different question about, but I don't think so because

23   this investment was $298,000.

24               MR. SLONE:

25                   Okay.
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 1               MR. WINDHAM:

 2                   The exemption is $2,700 a year.

 3               MR. SLONE:

 4                   Okay.

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   All right.  Any further questions?

 7               (No response.)

 8               MR. WINDHAM:

 9                   Secretary Pierson.

10               SECRETARY PIERSON:

11                   I'll make my remarks very quickly as the

12   hour grows late, and I know that --

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   I'm sorry.  I thought you had a comment.

15   Hold on.

16                   All right.  So all in favor, indicate

17   with an "aye" to reduce it by one year, so it's a

18   four-year renewal contract.  All in favor, indicate with

19   an "aye."

20               (Several members respond "aye.")

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   All opposed with a "nay."

23               (No response.)

24               MR. WINDHAM:

25                   Motion carried.  Thank you.
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 1                   All right.  So what happened to

 2   Cocentric?  Did the gentleman not make it?

 3               MS. CHENG:

 4                   No.  His renewal was timely.

 5               MR. WINDHAM:

 6                   It was just an oversight?

 7               MS. CHENG:

 8                   Yeah.

 9               MR. WINDHAM:

10                   That was the gentleman that I told that

11   he did not have to come back?

12               MS. CHENG:

13                   That's correct.

14               MR. WINDHAM:

15                   All right.  I just want to make sure

16   that we all know that I was trying to be nice.

17                   All right.  Secretary -- that's all the

18   exemptions, special requests and everything?

19               MS. CHENG:

20                   Yes.

21               MR. WINDHAM:

22                   Secretary Pierson, comments to the Board

23   and to the public.

24               SECRETARY PIERSON:

25                   Again, I'd like to thank all of the
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 1   Board members for their participation in this important

 2   process today.  We had a lot of very good discussion.

 3   We think that it's very appropriate for the public to

 4   have input with the elected officials to make the

 5   decisions at the local level, which is what this Board

 6   now provides through the new rules established through

 7   the leadership of Governor John Bel Edwards.  We have

 8   accountability, we have a local voice in the process and

 9   what we're seeing here is simply that action taking

10   place.  And with that, we've also seen unanimous support

11   for proposed expanding industries in our state, and

12   hopefully this message resonates and allows us to

13   continue to recruit new jobs, new investment in our

14   state, grow the pie and completely agree with the

15   support for education, and we know that's a priority to

16   the Governor as well.

17                   I get concerned about some of the

18   figures that I read in the paper when there are

19   estimates about what a tax exemption might be, when

20   those are exaggerated and divided by numbers and come up

21   with a sort of a meaningless quote that alarms many

22   people, citizens, business organizations and

23   corporations, appropriately alarms them.  But just as we

24   talked about 1,280 jobs for Exxon and their project with

25   a realization that actually there's a number of
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 1   contractors that augment that to a number that exceeds

 2   3,000, and those are the jobs inside the fence that are

 3   multiplied significantly through the ripple effect in

 4   the economy.

 5                   Again, it's important, as we do our

 6   work, to educate and to make sure there's an

 7   understanding out there in the greater community, that

 8   we're not doing this for every business.  We are doing

 9   this for manufacturers that will be held accountable for

10   what they're offering to our state and growing the pie,

11   and that certainly is how we improve many things,

12   education included, health care, roads, bridges, et

13   cetera.

14                   With that, I want to thank the LED staff

15   who put a lot of muscle into making sure that we were

16   well prepared today to answer your questions, to answer

17   the questions of the public and for their dedication.

18   We've had a great year.  We will print our annual report

19   and have that available to you in the first quarter of

20   '19, but we continue to set a standard of excellence at

21   Louisiana Economic Development, where we are now the

22   only state organization in economic development that is

23   certified by the International Economic Development

24   Council where we once again receive the Number 1

25   Workforce Training Program in America designation from
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 1   Business Facilities Magazine, and our efforts in 2017

 2   yielded a Number 2 Business Position in the South for

 3   Capital Investment and Job Creation.  Only Kentucky in

 4   front of us.

 5                   So we're doing your work, and certainly

 6   the support that we get from this Board with the

 7   scrutiny, the requirement for accountability and

 8   following a process, treating all of our clients in a

 9   uniform manner is greatly appreciated and makes a very

10   significant statement towards establishing stability,

11   which is the number one requirement for business to make

12   investments in our state.

13                   So thank you for your efforts and

14   support in that regard.

15               MR. WINDHAM:

16                   Thank you, Secretary Pierson.

17                   I have just a couple of announcements

18   that I have to make before we adjourn.  Most

19   importantly, your annual ethics for Board members is due

20   December 31st.  If you have not taken the online class,

21   you will be getting -- you'll probably be getting an

22   e-mail anyway to sign up for the online ethics training

23   so that we all are in compliance with that.

24                   Board meeting dates for next year will

25   be forthcoming, I believe, or do we have them?  Oh, we
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 1   passed them out.  Okay.  I didn't get that.  Maybe I

 2   did.

 3                   And then most importantly, elections of

 4   officers will be at the February Board meeting.  So any

 5   of you that would like to step into this chair, please

 6   raise your hand now.

 7               SECRETARY PIERSON:

 8                   We have had some interest from Mr. Jerry

 9   Jones, but we can handle this nominations process at our

10   next meeting.

11               MR. WINDHAM:

12                   Okay.  There's going to be a

13   nominations.

14                   Senator Thompson.

15               MR. THOMPSON:

16                   I'm not a regular member of this Board,

17   sadly to say, but it's well run.  I appreciate the

18   effort that you-all put forward, and certainly our

19   chairman, he was very well prepared.  I would like to

20   have him run most of my meetings for me.  I'd just tell

21   him what to do, Don.  But thank you for your knowledge

22   and your background.  You know, I've watched you through

23   Governor -- before you retired.  And thank you, Don

24   Pierson, on the job you do.  Appreciate all of you's

25   hard work and dedication, and legislators that agree to
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 1   serve on here.  That's really good.  Very important

 2   group.

 3               MR. WINDHAM:

 4                   All right.  With that, I'll entertain a

 5   motion to adjourn.

 6                   Made by Mr. Hollis; seconded by

 7   Mr. Slone.

 8                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."

 9               (Several members respond "aye.")

10               MR. WINDHAM:

11                   All opposed with a "nay."

12               (No response.)

13               MR. WINDHAM:

14                   Adjourned.

15               (Meeting concludes at 12:08 p.m.)

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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 1   REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE:

 2               I, ELICIA H. WOODWORTH, Certified Court

 3   Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, as the

 4   officer before whom this meeting for the Louisiana Board

 5   of Commerce and Industry, do hereby certify that this

 6   meeting was reported by me in the stenotype reporting

 7   method, was prepared and transcribed by me or under my

 8   personal direction and supervision, and is a true and

 9   correct transcript to the best of my ability and

10   understanding;

11               That the transcript has been prepared in

12   compliance with transcript format required by statute or

13   by rules of the board, that I have acted in compliance

14   with the prohibition on contractual relationships, as

15   defined by Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure Article

16   1434 and in rules and advisory opinions of the board;

17               That I am not related to counsel or to the

18   parties herein, nor am I otherwise interested in the

19   outcome of this matter.

20

     Dated this 4th day of January, 2019.

21

22                               ___________________________

23                                 ELICIA H. WOODWORTH, CCR

24                                 CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER

25
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			533									LN			20			23			false			23   2013 to April 30 of 2018.  The requested term date is						false


			534									LN			20			24			false			24   10/31 of 2015.  The program requirements have been met,						false


			535									LN			20			25			false			25   no additional jobs are anticipated; and 20110959,						false


			536									PG			21			0			false			page 21						false


			537									LN			21			1			false			 1   Chalmette Refining, LLC, St. Bernard Parish, and the						false


			538									LN			21			2			false			 2   contract period is May 1 of '13 to April 30 of 2018.						false


			539									LN			21			3			false			 3   The requested term date is October 31 of 2015, and the						false


			540									LN			21			4			false			 4   program requirements have been met, no additional jobs						false


			541									LN			21			5			false			 5   are anticipated.						false


			542									LN			21			6			false			 6               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			543									LN			21			7			false			 7                   Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.						false


			544									LN			21			8			false			 8                   Are there any comments from the public						false


			545									LN			21			9			false			 9   concerning any of the cancelations?						false


			546									LN			21			10			false			10               MS. METOYER:						false


			547									LN			21			11			false			11                   Terminations.						false


			548									LN			21			12			false			12               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			549									LN			21			13			false			13                   Terminations.  I'm sorry.  Terminations.						false


			550									LN			21			14			false			14                   Any questions from the Board?						false


			551									LN			21			15			false			15               (No response.)						false


			552									LN			21			16			false			16               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			553									LN			21			17			false			17                   Motion has been made by Senator Thompson						false


			554									LN			21			18			false			18   to accept the terminations; seconded by Fajardo.						false


			555									LN			21			19			false			19                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			556									LN			21			20			false			20               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			557									LN			21			21			false			21               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			558									LN			21			22			false			22                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			559									LN			21			23			false			23               (No response.)						false


			560									LN			21			24			false			24               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			561									LN			21			25			false			25                   Motion carries.						false


			562									PG			22			0			false			page 22						false


			563									LN			22			1			false			 1                   All right.  Thank you, Ms. Metoyer.						false


			564									LN			22			2			false			 2                   Next we have the Industrial Tax						false


			565									LN			22			3			false			 3   Exemption Program presented By Ms. Cheng.						false


			566									LN			22			4			false			 4               MS. CHENG:						false


			567									LN			22			5			false			 5                   Good morning.  I have five pre-Executive						false


			568									LN			22			6			false			 6   Order new applications:  20160715, Custom Metal Works in						false


			569									LN			22			7			false			 7   East Baton Rouge Parish; 20140273-A, Pod Pack						false


			570									LN			22			8			false			 8   International, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish; 20141578-A,						false


			571									LN			22			9			false			 9   Shell Chemical Company, LP in St. Charles Parish;						false


			572									LN			22			10			false			10   20151279-A, Westlake Vinyls Company, LP in Ascension						false


			573									LN			22			11			false			11   Parish; and 20160666, Westlake Vinyls Company, LP in						false


			574									LN			22			12			false			12   Ascension Parish.  Total investment of $54,953,90, 12						false


			575									LN			22			13			false			13   new jobs and 181 construction jobs.						false


			576									LN			22			14			false			14               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			577									LN			22			15			false			15                   The tax relief from the first year of						false


			578									LN			22			16			false			16   exemption?						false


			579									LN			22			17			false			17               MS. CHENG:						false


			580									LN			22			18			false			18                   The estimated tax relief is $853,904.						false


			581									LN			22			19			false			19               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			582									LN			22			20			false			20                   All right.  Are there any questions or						false


			583									LN			22			21			false			21   any comments from the public concerning these						false


			584									LN			22			22			false			22   applications?						false


			585									LN			22			23			false			23               (No response.)						false


			586									LN			22			24			false			24               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			587									LN			22			25			false			25                   Any questions or comments from the						false


			588									PG			23			0			false			page 23						false


			589									LN			23			1			false			 1   Board?						false


			590									LN			23			2			false			 2               (No response.)						false


			591									LN			23			3			false			 3               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			592									LN			23			4			false			 4                   Is there a motion to approve?						false


			593									LN			23			5			false			 5                   Made by Major Coleman; seconded by Ms.						false


			594									LN			23			6			false			 6   Cola.						false


			595									LN			23			7			false			 7               MS. BAKER:						false


			596									LN			23			8			false			 8                   Baker.						false


			597									LN			23			9			false			 9               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			598									LN			23			10			false			10                   I'm sorry.  Ms. Baker.						false


			599									LN			23			11			false			11                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			600									LN			23			12			false			12               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			601									LN			23			13			false			13               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			602									LN			23			14			false			14                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			603									LN			23			15			false			15               (No response.)						false


			604									LN			23			16			false			16               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			605									LN			23			17			false			17                   Motion carries.						false


			606									LN			23			18			false			18               MS. CHENG:						false


			607									LN			23			19			false			19                   I have three post-Executive Order 2017						false


			608									LN			23			20			false			20   Rule application, but Syrah Technologies, LLC in						false


			609									LN			23			21			false			21   Concordia Parish has asked to defer to the February 2019						false


			610									LN			23			22			false			22   meeting.						false


			611									LN			23			23			false			23               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			612									LN			23			24			false			24                   Is there a motion to accept the request						false


			613									LN			23			25			false			25   for deferral?						false


			614									PG			24			0			false			page 24						false


			615									LN			24			1			false			 1                   Made by Jerry Jones; seconded by						false


			616									LN			24			2			false			 2   Mr. Slone.						false


			617									LN			24			3			false			 3                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			618									LN			24			4			false			 4               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			619									LN			24			5			false			 5               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			620									LN			24			6			false			 6                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			621									LN			24			7			false			 7               (No response.)						false


			622									LN			24			8			false			 8               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			623									LN			24			9			false			 9                   Motion carries.						false


			624									LN			24			10			false			10                   These two applications.						false


			625									LN			24			11			false			11               MS. CHENG:						false


			626									LN			24			12			false			12                   These two applications have received						false


			627									LN			24			13			false			13   their local endorsements prior to coming to the Board:						false


			628									LN			24			14			false			14   20161566, Driftwood, LNG in Calcasieu Parish, and						false


			629									LN			24			15			false			15   20160187, HR NU Blu Energy, LLC in West Baton Rouge						false


			630									LN			24			16			false			16   Parish for a total investment of $15,946,603,365 with						false


			631									LN			24			17			false			17   380 new jobs and 6,530 construction jobs.  The estimated						false


			632									LN			24			18			false			18   first year of tax relief is $284,409,410.						false


			633									LN			24			19			false			19               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			634									LN			24			20			false			20                   Are there any comments from the public						false


			635									LN			24			21			false			21   concerning these two applications?						false


			636									LN			24			22			false			22                   Please step forward and identify						false


			637									LN			24			23			false			23   yourself.						false


			638									LN			24			24			false			24               MR. BAGERT:						false


			639									LN			24			25			false			25                   I have some material to hand out.						false


			640									PG			25			0			false			page 25						false


			641									LN			25			1			false			 1               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			642									LN			25			2			false			 2                   You can give it to staff I believe.  Our						false


			643									LN			25			3			false			 3   staff.						false


			644									LN			25			4			false			 4               MR. BAGERT:						false


			645									LN			25			5			false			 5                   I'm Broderick Bagert with Together						false


			646									LN			25			6			false			 6   Louisiana, and two residents from Calcasieu Parish will						false


			647									LN			25			7			false			 7   hopefully be joining me after they pass out these						false


			648									LN			25			8			false			 8   packets.						false


			649									LN			25			9			false			 9                   This is or appears to be the largest						false


			650									LN			25			10			false			10   public subsidy by local governments in the history of						false


			651									LN			25			11			false			11   the country.  There are two sides to that.  That also						false


			652									LN			25			12			false			12   means it's a gigantic project with enormous positive						false


			653									LN			25			13			false			13   potential.  It's, if not the largest, close to the						false


			654									LN			25			14			false			14   largest capital investment in the history of the country						false


			655									LN			25			15			false			15   as well, and Southwest Louisiana is strategically						false


			656									LN			25			16			false			16   positioned to benefit in an extraordinary way from the						false


			657									LN			25			17			false			17   changes in the liquid natural gas exporting market.						false


			658									LN			25			18			false			18                   It also means that it is a really big						false


			659									LN			25			19			false			19   decision, and it ought to happen in an appropriate way.						false


			660									LN			25			20			false			20   Some things that have happened are not appropriate, and						false


			661									LN			25			21			false			21   we'd like to describe why there's concern in Calcasieu						false


			662									LN			25			22			false			22   Parish and request a deferral until the next meeting.						false


			663									LN			25			23			false			23                   No one we've talked to was against this						false


			664									LN			25			24			false			24   project.  Most people we've talked to aren't against an						false


			665									LN			25			25			false			25   exemption for this project.  They do want to be informed						false


			666									PG			26			0			false			page 26						false


			667									LN			26			1			false			 1   about it before the decisions of their elected officials						false


			668									LN			26			2			false			 2   are made.						false


			669									LN			26			3			false			 3                   There's three documents that you have in						false


			670									LN			26			4			false			 4   that packet.  The first has got a little picture on it,						false


			671									LN			26			5			false			 5   and describes, well, four different points.  In February						false


			672									LN			26			6			false			 6   of 2017, this Board adopted a provision that is --						false


			673									LN			26			7			false			 7   became LA Administrative Code 503(D)(2)(b)(i); okay, and						false


			674									LN			26			8			false			 8   the text of it is right there.  It says, "The						false


			675									LN			26			9			false			 9   business" -- that is the applicant business seeking an						false


			676									LN			26			10			false			10   Industrial Tax Exemption -- "shall copy LED on its						false


			677									LN			26			11			false			11   written request to the parish governing authority, the						false


			678									LN			26			12			false			12   school board and municipality for the required						false


			679									LN			26			13			false			13   resolutions and its written request to the sheriff for						false


			680									LN			26			14			false			14   the required letter."						false


			681									LN			26			15			false			15                   The intent here was under the old rules,						false


			682									LN			26			16			false			16   when the process starting by companies going to their						false


			683									LN			26			17			false			17   local taxing bodies and then would come to the Board of						false


			684									LN			26			18			false			18   Commerce & Industry, that citizens would know that's						false


			685									LN			26			19			false			19   happening, because if the only people who know it was						false


			686									LN			26			20			false			20   happening were industry and elected officials, then						false


			687									LN			26			21			false			21   there wasn't a meaningful public process to deliberate						false


			688									LN			26			22			false			22   around it.  And in order to address that concern, this						false


			689									LN			26			23			false			23   Board adopted the provisions which started being known						false


			690									LN			26			24			false			24   as the "ITEP Sunshine Provision."						false


			691									LN			26			25			false			25                   It goes on, "LED" -- after being CC'd --						false


			692									PG			27			0			false			page 27						false


			693									LN			27			1			false			 1   "shall post a copy -- or post a copy of the business'						false


			694									LN			27			2			false			 2   written request to the parish governing authority,						false


			695									LN			27			3			false			 3   school board and municipality for the required						false


			696									LN			27			4			false			 4   resolutions and the business' written request to the						false


			697									LN			27			5			false			 5   sheriff for the required letter on its website no later						false


			698									LN			27			6			false			 6   than three business days after the receipt of the						false


			699									LN			27			7			false			 7   request."						false


			700									LN			27			8			false			 8                   Now, there was, subsequent to this, an						false


			701									LN			27			9			false			 9   interpretation by Mr. House that this is not what it						false


			702									LN			27			10			false			10   appears to be, that it wasn't your intent to actually						false


			703									LN			27			11			false			11   have the public know what's going on, that this only						false


			704									LN			27			12			false			12   became relevant if there was a written request to start						false


			705									LN			27			13			false			13   120-day period.						false


			706									LN			27			14			false			14                   On the backside of this page is the						false


			707									LN			27			15			false			15   transcript of the deliberation that happened on February						false


			708									LN			27			16			false			16   21st, 2017, and it says what many of you know to be the						false


			709									LN			27			17			false			17   case, that the intent of this is what it looks like it						false


			710									LN			27			18			false			18   was, to make sure that people know an important decision						false


			711									LN			27			19			false			19   is going on before that decision is made.  This was not						false


			712									LN			27			20			false			20   adhered to in this case.  There was no posting of the						false


			713									LN			27			21			false			21   application.  There was no notice provided that the						false


			714									LN			27			22			false			22   deliberation process had started.						false


			715									LN			27			23			false			23                   Next, the local taxing bodies -- and						false


			716									LN			27			24			false			24   this is on them, not on me -- have set up a committee of						false


			717									LN			27			25			false			25   a formal representative of the taxing bodies that meets						false


			718									PG			28			0			false			page 28						false


			719									LN			28			1			false			 1   in violation of public meeting laws.  It is -- doesn't						false


			720									LN			28			2			false			 2   provide public notice, it bars public input, and it is						false


			721									LN			28			3			false			 3   convened by an industry representative.  It was that						false


			722									LN			28			4			false			 4   body that developed the recommendation of 100-percent						false


			723									LN			28			5			false			 5   exemption, and nobody even knew a 100-percent exemption						false


			724									LN			28			6			false			 6   is still a possibility because the rules had changed it						false


			725									LN			28			7			false			 7   to cap at 80 percent.						false


			726									LN			28			8			false			 8                   Now, you and I know that there is a						false


			727									LN			28			9			false			 9   provision of a period of time that allows 100 percent,						false


			728									LN			28			10			false			10   and it folds into that exception, but there was no way						false


			729									LN			28			11			false			11   to know that this was even going on, much less that it						false


			730									LN			28			12			false			12   fell into that exception; right?  So everybody thought						false


			731									LN			28			13			false			13   80 percent, we can live with that.						false


			732									LN			28			14			false			14                   This committee meets in secret, then						false


			733									LN			28			15			false			15   makes a recommendation, and with 24-hours notice,						false


			734									LN			28			16			false			16   Driftwood LNG Industrial Tax Exemption goes on an agenda						false


			735									LN			28			17			false			17   for a school board and police jury.  Police jury dealt						false


			736									LN			28			18			false			18   with it in 45 seconds.  The school board had almost no						false


			737									LN			28			19			false			19   discussion about it.  There was no provision of the						false


			738									LN			28			20			false			20   cost.  As far as we know, the school board members never						false


			739									LN			28			21			false			21   even saw the analysis.  On the same day that Exxon --						false


			740									LN			28			22			false			22   Amazon approved HQ2 and New Yorkers flew into a rage						false


			741									LN			28			23			false			23   because it was 112,000 jobs, this project got approved						false


			742									LN			28			24			false			24   by the school board, and it's $8-million per job (sic).						false


			743									LN			28			25			false			25                   The Calcasieu -- it is true.  It's						false


			744									PG			29			0			false			page 29						false


			745									LN			29			1			false			 1   $2.4-billion and 350 jobs.						false


			746									LN			29			2			false			 2                   The Calcasieu school board president, in						false


			747									LN			29			3			false			 3   his personal capacity, because there has not been time						false


			748									LN			29			4			false			 4   to hold a meeting, has written to you asking for you to						false


			749									LN			29			5			false			 5   defer it and has said that the information provided was						false


			750									LN			29			6			false			 6   minimal and it left out pertinent information.  It						false


			751									LN			29			7			false			 7   failed to include critical details.  And what he ends						false


			752									LN			29			8			false			 8   with is by saying, "By having a more public process, a						false


			753									LN			29			9			false			 9   more open process, it will end with greater support for						false


			754									LN			29			10			false			10   Tellurian, Driftwood LNG."						false


			755									LN			29			11			false			11                   We think that's the case.  We think						false


			756									LN			29			12			false			12   people back this project, but to approve the largest						false


			757									LN			29			13			false			13   exemption in state history, maybe in the country's						false


			758									LN			29			14			false			14   history, on this basis with a violation of your own						false


			759									LN			29			15			false			15   rules around Sunshine, with a violation locally around						false


			760									LN			29			16			false			16   public meeting law and without anybody knowing what's						false


			761									LN			29			17			false			17   going on is unnecessary and is going to leave a long						false


			762									LN			29			18			false			18   legacy of distrust around this.						false


			763									LN			29			19			false			19                   More than 1,000 residents have signed a						false


			764									LN			29			20			false			20   petition --						false


			765									LN			29			21			false			21               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			766									LN			29			22			false			22                   Are you drawing to a close, Mr. Bagert?						false


			767									LN			29			23			false			23               MR. BAGERT:						false


			768									LN			29			24			false			24                   Yes, sir.						false


			769									LN			29			25			false			25                   -- expressing concern about this in a						false


			770									PG			30			0			false			page 30						false


			771									LN			30			1			false			 1   72-hour period, and a few of those who are here today						false


			772									LN			30			2			false			 2   would like to talk.						false


			773									LN			30			3			false			 3                   Thank you.						false


			774									LN			30			4			false			 4               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			775									LN			30			5			false			 5                   Thank you.						false


			776									LN			30			6			false			 6                   Senator Thompson.						false


			777									LN			30			7			false			 7               MR. THOMPSON:						false


			778									LN			30			8			false			 8                   Just a couple questions for Mr. Bagert.						false


			779									LN			30			9			false			 9   You and I have had discussions about the exemptions for						false


			780									LN			30			10			false			10   many years, and I think y'all have done good, Together						false


			781									LN			30			11			false			11   Louisiana.  Not always to what I thought, but basically						false


			782									LN			30			12			false			12   taking another look at exemptions and how communities						false
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			1268									LN			49			4			false			 4   $31-million.  The average construction job salary is						false
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			1270									LN			49			6			false			 6   building that plant for a long time.  Those jobs in that						false


			1271									LN			49			7			false			 7   community; okay, the average salary on those jobs, 350						false


			1272									LN			49			8			false			 8   of them, $95,000 a year.  $95,000 a year.  That's						false
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			1274									LN			49			10			false			10                   I don't serve on the Calcasieu Parish						false


			1275									LN			49			11			false			11   School Board.  I don't know -- you know, I do know that						false


			1276									LN			49			12			false			12   it's one of largest school boards in the state.  I think						false
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			1278									LN			49			14			false			14   on it, where the average school board in the State of						false


			1279									LN			49			15			false			15   Louisiana is nine.  For those of you who do not know, I						false


			1280									LN			49			16			false			16   am also the Chairman of the Senate Natural Resources						false


			1281									LN			49			17			false			17   Committee, so this is an area that I have particular						false


			1282									LN			49			18			false			18   involvement with.  The Driftwood LNG project, the						false


			1283									LN			49			19			false			19   Tellurian Group, have been advancing this project for						false


			1284									LN			49			20			false			20   literally years.  There has been so much community						false


			1285									LN			49			21			false			21   outreach about this project, you can't -- and I don't						false


			1286									LN			49			22			false			22   mean this in any way, shape or form to anyone here or on						false


			1287									LN			49			23			false			23   this list as disrespectfully.  Okay.  I respect citizen						false


			1288									LN			49			24			false			24   participation.  I mean, I voted for every Sunshine law						false
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			1291									LN			50			1			false			 1   a teacher.  I get the impact that some of these						false


			1292									LN			50			2			false			 2   exemptions, how they hit school boards and local						false


			1293									LN			50			3			false			 3   governments and whatnot.  However; all right, there's						false


			1294									LN			50			4			false			 4   over 200,000 people in Calcasieu Parish and growing.  It						false


			1295									LN			50			5			false			 5   is literally the fastest growing market in the State of						false


			1296									LN			50			6			false			 6   Louisiana in the Southern region and one of fastest						false


			1297									LN			50			7			false			 7   growing in the country.  What's going on there is world						false


			1298									LN			50			8			false			 8   renowned.  Okay?						false


			1299									LN			50			9			false			 9                   And, again, I'm going to say this						false


			1300									LN			50			10			false			10   with -- I mean no disrespect.  It's really hard to live						false


			1301									LN			50			11			false			11   where y'all live and not know about this project.						false


			1302									LN			50			12			false			12   Everyone is talking about it, and have been.  The						false


			1303									LN			50			13			false			13   Chamber of Commerce laud this project.  The Southwest						false


			1304									LN			50			14			false			14   Economic Development Alliance lauds this project.  Not						false


			1305									LN			50			15			false			15   to mention, the same people who brought you Cheniere						false


			1306									LN			50			16			false			16   Energy, that amazing transformational project that is						false


			1307									LN			50			17			false			17   being lauded worldwide as the first LNG export facility,						false


			1308									LN			50			18			false			18   they got bought out, and you know what they did?  They						false


			1309									LN			50			19			false			19   started a new company called Tellurian.  Okay?  And are						false


			1310									LN			50			20			false			20   doing -- they're trying to replicate the successes that						false


			1311									LN			50			21			false			21   they had with Cheniere Energy.  And all of y'all that						false


			1312									LN			50			22			false			22   are working in Calcasieu and the Cameron area, all of						false


			1313									LN			50			23			false			23   that area, that know what kind of economic boom it has						false


			1314									LN			50			24			false			24   been, the construction that's going on, the retail						false


			1315									LN			50			25			false			25   investment, the improvements to schools, salary						false
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			1317									LN			51			1			false			 1   increases across the board, that was because of Cheniere						false


			1318									LN			51			2			false			 2   Energy.  And then you've got Tellurian coming right						false


			1319									LN			51			3			false			 3   behind it, and then you have another one.						false


			1320									LN			51			4			false			 4                   I know a lot of you around here aren't						false


			1321									LN			51			5			false			 5   familiar with the FERC process.  That's the permitting						false


			1322									LN			51			6			false			 6   process federally that these people have to go through.						false


			1323									LN			51			7			false			 7   It's minimum nine, 15 months.  And they're still going						false


			1324									LN			51			8			false			 8   through it.  They're not even approved yet.  So there's						false


			1325									LN			51			9			false			 9   ample information out there for anyone, including all of						false


			1326									LN			51			10			false			10   the members of the school board, all of the members of						false


			1327									LN			51			11			false			11   the parish government, the sheriffs, the respective						false


			1328									LN			51			12			false			12   council person; okay, certainly the legislative						false


			1329									LN			51			13			false			13   delegation, the state economic development authority,						false


			1330									LN			51			14			false			14   and again the Southwest Economic Alliance.  It's not						false


			1331									LN			51			15			false			15   like information on there isn't out there.  But I						false


			1332									LN			51			16			false			16   understand what y'all are saying about whether or not						false


			1333									LN			51			17			false			17   the benefit is there and should citizens have been						false


			1334									LN			51			18			false			18   informed.  We appreciate that.  However, that's not our						false


			1335									LN			51			19			false			19   job.  Okay?						false


			1336									LN			51			20			false			20                   I totally agree with what my colleague						false


			1337									LN			51			21			false			21   said about disputing Mr. Bagert's question about whether						false


			1338									LN			51			22			false			22   or not that was even operating in an illegal way about						false


			1339									LN			51			23			false			23   the public meeting law, I don't know if I agree with						false


			1340									LN			51			24			false			24   that at all.  And then I totally think that probably a						false


			1341									LN			51			25			false			25   lawsuit should be filed if that is the due course, but						false
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			1343									LN			52			1			false			 1   that isn't our job.						false


			1344									LN			52			2			false			 2                   So I don't know if Mr. Bagert wants to						false


			1345									LN			52			3			false			 3   say anything or -- and, look, I respect the heck out of						false


			1346									LN			52			4			false			 4   him.  And he comes before -- I know a lot of you, this						false


			1347									LN			52			5			false			 5   is your first meeting, but he comes in every meeting and						false


			1348									LN			52			6			false			 6   defends the citizens of our state, and that's a good						false


			1349									LN			52			7			false			 7   thing.						false


			1350									LN			52			8			false			 8               MR. BAGERT:						false


			1351									LN			52			9			false			 9                   Only to clarify that you refer to me and						false


			1352									LN			52			10			false			10   the others here as opponents of this project.						false


			1353									LN			52			11			false			11               MR. CHABERT:						false


			1354									LN			52			12			false			12                   I don't know if I said opponents, and I						false


			1355									LN			52			13			false			13   may have.  I don't want it to be --						false


			1356									LN			52			14			false			14               MR. BAGERT:						false


			1357									LN			52			15			false			15                   And really as matter of clarification,						false


			1358									LN			52			16			false			16   the request is for a deferral till the next meeting so						false


			1359									LN			52			17			false			17   that they can have a process that feels like they had						false


			1360									LN			52			18			false			18   the basic information and were able to discuss it and						false


			1361									LN			52			19			false			19   don't have a sort of -- you know, there's a lot of						false


			1362									LN			52			20			false			20   people that have come to feel like our politics are						false


			1363									LN			52			21			false			21   rigged.  There's a lot of people in Calcasieu who feels						false


			1364									LN			52			22			false			22   like this was rigged, and 60 days would address that and						false


			1365									LN			52			23			false			23   then we're all right back on track.						false
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			1370									LN			53			2			false			 2   process with their public officials and then take it up						false
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			1372									LN			53			4			false			 4   Louisiana or, as far as we know, the 1,000 people on						false


			1373									LN			53			5			false			 5   that petition to the project.  It's asking for a						false


			1374									LN			53			6			false			 6   deferral to have a public process.						false
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			1377									LN			53			9			false			 9                   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.						false
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			1383									LN			53			15			false			15   peer, Senator Chabert, Mr. House asked us to go back and						false


			1384									LN			53			16			false			16   look at the Exhibit, and I just wanted to share with the						false


			1385									LN			53			17			false			17   public what we look at here is a resolution that was						false


			1386									LN			53			18			false			18   unanimous by the school board.  So I have to trust the						false


			1387									LN			53			19			false			19   local elected officials that the citizens have voted						false


			1388									LN			53			20			false			20   for, and I would echo the Senator's comments.  I don't						false


			1389									LN			53			21			false			21   know, going through several processes, whether it's						false


			1390									LN			53			22			false			22   environmental process or others, where we delay and						false


			1391									LN			53			23			false			23   expect a different alternative, and I think those delays						false


			1392									LN			53			24			false			24   can be very complicated and very impactful, particularly						false
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			1395									LN			54			1			false			 1   And I met just this week with other entities in the same						false


			1396									LN			54			2			false			 2   business looking to get their final investment decision						false


			1397									LN			54			3			false			 3   sooner than later, and I think those delays only						false


			1398									LN			54			4			false			 4   complicate that process as well as others.						false


			1399									LN			54			5			false			 5                   So for the public to know, all of the						false


			1400									LN			54			6			false			 6   exhibit and supports we see are from a unanimous school						false


			1401									LN			54			7			false			 7   board, as well as support from the sheriff and others						false


			1402									LN			54			8			false			 8   that are in this package, and that's what we have to						false


			1403									LN			54			9			false			 9   base our decisions on.  So my opinion at this point is I						false


			1404									LN			54			10			false			10   don't see the value in the delay and would welcome to						false


			1405									LN			54			11			false			11   hear other comments from the citizens that would like to						false


			1406									LN			54			12			false			12   speak.						false
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			1408									LN			54			14			false			14                   Thank you, Dr. Wilson.						false
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			1411									LN			54			17			false			17   applause down, that would be good, and if you can						false


			1412									LN			54			18			false			18   keep -- and not repeat what's been said before, that						false


			1413									LN			54			19			false			19   would be really good.						false
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			1415									LN			54			21			false			21                   Absolutely.  My name is Georgina Graves,						false
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			1421									LN			55			1			false			 1               MS. GRAVES:						false


			1422									LN			55			2			false			 2                   I have a sweet voice.  I'm sorry.						false


			1423									LN			55			3			false			 3                   My name is Georgina Graves.  I'm from						false


			1424									LN			55			4			false			 4   Sulphur, Louisiana.  I pride myself on being very active						false
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			1427									LN			55			7			false			 7   motion to pass the LNG tax exemption, and nobody is						false


			1428									LN			55			8			false			 8   against it.  What we are against is the exclusion of the						false


			1429									LN			55			9			false			 9   public word.  And everybody wants to have this.  We are						false


			1430									LN			55			10			false			10   definitely, like you said earlier, a booming town.  We						false


			1431									LN			55			11			false			11   have advancements happening left and right, but on						false


			1432									LN			55			12			false			12   several of the things, we had Calcasieu Parish School						false


			1433									LN			55			13			false			13   Board, on their agenda posted online, did have a motion						false


			1434									LN			55			14			false			14   to talk about LNG, but with this motion, no documents						false


			1435									LN			55			15			false			15   were provided for the public to see, nor online or at						false


			1436									LN			55			16			false			16   the meeting itself, and they were denied public comment.						false
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			1438									LN			55			18			false			18   should be taken up with ur school board, and believe me,						false


			1439									LN			55			19			false			19   that we have.  But what I'm trying to implore upon you						false


			1440									LN			55			20			false			20   is not that we are against this, but is by not delaying						false


			1441									LN			55			21			false			21   this, you are setting a standard that you could						false


			1442									LN			55			22			false			22   fasttrack and ignore your constituents, have a						false


			1443									LN			55			23			false			23   separate -- they set aside a separate tax authority to						false


			1444									LN			55			24			false			24   thwart the engagement of the public and then made, you						false


			1445									LN			55			25			false			25   know, sidebar conclusions without engaging us, which is						false
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			1447									LN			56			1			false			 1   wrong.  And if we're just going to come back to the same						false


			1448									LN			56			2			false			 2   conclusion that Driftwood gets accepted in 60 days, then						false


			1449									LN			56			3			false			 3   so be it, but you're going to force the conversation						false


			1450									LN			56			4			false			 4   with the constituents, which is ideally and						false


			1451									LN			56			5			false			 5   altruistically how it's supposed to be; right?  That's						false


			1452									LN			56			6			false			 6   all we're asking, because you're going to help set the						false


			1453									LN			56			7			false			 7   standard that stuff like this will not rest, that it is						false


			1454									LN			56			8			false			 8   unacceptable of any elected official, because I would						false


			1455									LN			56			9			false			 9   hope that each of you would hear the concerns of anyone						false


			1456									LN			56			10			false			10   that came to you, and that's not what's happening here.						false
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			1460									LN			56			14			false			14                   Ma'am, I believe we have one more.						false
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			1464									LN			56			18			false			18                   This project is absolutely enormous.  It						false


			1465									LN			56			19			false			19   is a blessing for our state and for those in Calcasieu						false


			1466									LN			56			20			false			20   and that part of the state that we have such a project.						false


			1467									LN			56			21			false			21   And the last thing we want to ever do is have that						false


			1468									LN			56			22			false			22   project be moved across the river, the other side of the						false
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			1473									LN			57			1			false			 1   are so many special projects going on in Calcasieu						false


			1474									LN			57			2			false			 2   Parish and that part of the state, and the state is						false


			1475									LN			57			3			false			 3   reaping the benefits from it.  So is that whole area.						false


			1476									LN			57			4			false			 4   And even when this one was being developed and voted on						false


			1477									LN			57			5			false			 5   and things like that, that I even talked to some of my						false


			1478									LN			57			6			false			 6   family there, but there's so many wonderful projects						false


			1479									LN			57			7			false			 7   already, and this is one of those very special ones as						false


			1480									LN			57			8			false			 8   jobs that keep on giving, revenue that keeps on giving.						false


			1481									LN			57			9			false			 9   It doesn't get any better than that.  We're fortunate to						false
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			1484									LN			57			12			false			12                   Thank you, Mr. Briggs.						false
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			1489									LN			57			17			false			17   everywhere, is a group of people came to this Board,						false


			1490									LN			57			18			false			18   including the Governor, and said, "We want the locals to						false


			1491									LN			57			19			false			19   have a voice," and we went through a great deal of						false


			1492									LN			57			20			false			20   process to ensure that locals have a voice.  We put						false


			1493									LN			57			21			false			21   rules in place to make sure locals have a voice.						false


			1494									LN			57			22			false			22   However, we cannot become the policemen to make sure						false


			1495									LN			57			23			false			23   that the locals are doing it right.  We have to, at some						false


			1496									LN			57			24			false			24   level, let locals be locals.  You've asked for the right						false


			1497									LN			57			25			false			25   to go to them and make your arguments, and if your						false
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			1745									LN			67			13			false			13   unanimously, the elected officials supported us.						false


			1746									LN			67			14			false			14                   To now defer when we have followed that						false


			1747									LN			67			15			false			15   process, I think textbook to what the Governor						false


			1748									LN			67			16			false			16   envisioned when the changes to ITEP were made and what						false


			1749									LN			67			17			false			17   this Board envisioned, would send a message of						false


			1750									LN			67			18			false			18   uncertainty to us as a company, to the industry, to our						false


			1751									LN			67			19			false			19   customers and partners who are looking as we near final						false


			1752									LN			67			20			false			20   investment decision and make a final decision to						false


			1753									LN			67			21			false			21   actually locate this project in Louisiana.  It would						false


			1754									LN			67			22			false			22   create a climate of uncertainty that I don't think this						false


			1755									LN			67			23			false			23   Board wants to send into the industry, to our company,						false


			1756									LN			67			24			false			24   and I think it sends a message to the local officials						false


			1757									LN			67			25			false			25   that their opinions aren't being respected as this						false


			1758									PG			68			0			false			page 68						false


			1759									LN			68			1			false			 1   process intended through the ITEP changes.						false


			1760									LN			68			2			false			 2               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1761									LN			68			3			false			 3                   Thank you, Mr. French.						false


			1762									LN			68			4			false			 4                   Are there any questions for Mr. French?						false


			1763									LN			68			5			false			 5               MR. CHABERT:						false


			1764									LN			68			6			false			 6                   Mr. French, when you went through the						false


			1765									LN			68			7			false			 7   process, how many other entities that have to, by law,						false


			1766									LN			68			8			false			 8   engage and sign off on this project have y'all had						false


			1767									LN			68			9			false			 9   discussions with?						false


			1768									LN			68			10			false			10               MR. FRENCH:						false


			1769									LN			68			11			false			11                   So in our situation, we're an						false


			1770									LN			68			12			false			12   unincorporated area of Calcasieu Parish just south of						false


			1771									LN			68			13			false			13   Carlyss, so it'd be the police jury, the school board						false


			1772									LN			68			14			false			14   and sheriff's office.						false


			1773									LN			68			15			false			15               MR. CHABERT:						false


			1774									LN			68			16			false			16                   And did the sheriffs approve this, the						false


			1775									LN			68			17			false			17   sheriff's office?						false


			1776									LN			68			18			false			18               MR. FRENCH:						false


			1777									LN			68			19			false			19                   Yes.						false


			1778									LN			68			20			false			20               MR. CHABERT:						false


			1779									LN			68			21			false			21                   And you said the parish council?						false


			1780									LN			68			22			false			22               MR. FRENCH:						false


			1781									LN			68			23			false			23                   The police jury.						false


			1782									LN			68			24			false			24               MR. CHABERT:						false


			1783									LN			68			25			false			25                   I still forget that some parishes around						false


			1784									PG			69			0			false			page 69						false


			1785									LN			69			1			false			 1   the state are on the jury system, which is -- where the						false


			1786									LN			69			2			false			 2   two parishes that I represent, Terrebonne and Lafourche,						false


			1787									LN			69			3			false			 3   we have a consolidated government, and it's a						false


			1788									LN			69			4			false			 4   district-type of government where you like to think that						false


			1789									LN			69			5			false			 5   everybody kind of tries to hold hands and do things for						false


			1790									LN			69			6			false			 6   the betterment of the parish, whereas a police jury						false


			1791									LN			69			7			false			 7   system is very district specific.  Your representatives						false


			1792									LN			69			8			false			 8   and the police jury are very focused, not necessarily on						false


			1793									LN			69			9			false			 9   the whole so much as some of the individual parts.  So						false


			1794									LN			69			10			false			10   it's -- I would say it's even more difficult to pass						false


			1795									LN			69			11			false			11   something through a police jury as opposed to a						false


			1796									LN			69			12			false			12   consolidated government parish council.						false


			1797									LN			69			13			false			13                   And they voted unanimously; right?						false


			1798									LN			69			14			false			14               MR. FRENCH:						false


			1799									LN			69			15			false			15                   Right.						false


			1800									LN			69			16			false			16               MR. CHABERT:						false


			1801									LN			69			17			false			17                   And then the school board voted						false


			1802									LN			69			18			false			18   unanimously?						false


			1803									LN			69			19			false			19               MR. FRENCH:						false


			1804									LN			69			20			false			20                   Yes.						false


			1805									LN			69			21			false			21               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1806									LN			69			22			false			22                   Thank you, Senator Chabert.						false


			1807									LN			69			23			false			23                   Mr. Slone.						false


			1808									LN			69			24			false			24               MR. SLONE:						false


			1809									LN			69			25			false			25                   I was just going to ask, the						false


			1810									PG			70			0			false			page 70						false


			1811									LN			70			1			false			 1   requirements have been met based upon what we're						false


			1812									LN			70			2			false			 2   supposed to do, so, you know, for us to consider						false


			1813									LN			70			3			false			 3   deferring would be going against the process that's						false


			1814									LN			70			4			false			 4   already been in place.  I've looked at the Exhibit B's,						false


			1815									LN			70			5			false			 5   and everything's been met, the requirements have been						false


			1816									LN			70			6			false			 6   met, so I don't think we should be trying to defer this.						false


			1817									LN			70			7			false			 7   The fight is a local fight.						false


			1818									LN			70			8			false			 8               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1819									LN			70			9			false			 9                   Thank you, Mr. Slone.						false


			1820									LN			70			10			false			10                   Mr. Moller.						false


			1821									LN			70			11			false			11               MR. MOLLER:						false


			1822									LN			70			12			false			12                   I just want to be clear, I'm not opposed						false


			1823									LN			70			13			false			13   to this project at all.  My concern is -- nor do I want						false


			1824									LN			70			14			false			14   to substitute my judgment for the locals, but the						false


			1825									LN			70			15			false			15   president of the school board sent us a letter saying he						false


			1826									LN			70			16			false			16   didn't think that they were furnished with enough						false


			1827									LN			70			17			false			17   information before they made their decision, and so my						false


			1828									LN			70			18			false			18   concern is, you know, if we had just a little bit more						false


			1829									LN			70			19			false			19   time.  Like you said, this project has been in the works						false


			1830									LN			70			20			false			20   for several years and there's been a lot of input.						false


			1831									LN			70			21			false			21   Explain specifically what does an extra 90 days do you?						false


			1832									LN			70			22			false			22   You mentioned uncertainty.						false


			1833									LN			70			23			false			23               MR. FRENCH:						false


			1834									LN			70			24			false			24                   So our project is in a sensitive time in						false


			1835									LN			70			25			false			25   that we are coming up on our final FERC process to get						false


			1836									PG			71			0			false			page 71						false


			1837									LN			71			1			false			 1   our permits from FERC to allow us to move forward to						false


			1838									LN			71			2			false			 2   site build and operate this facility.  That is a key						false


			1839									LN			71			3			false			 3   part.  Someone on the Board referenced earlier the						false


			1840									LN			71			4			false			 4   process that we go through in permitting this.  That's						false


			1841									LN			71			5			false			 5   extensive; that's coming.						false


			1842									LN			71			6			false			 6                   We are talking.  We are certainly						false


			1843									LN			71			7			false			 7   commercializing this project.  You see announcements						false


			1844									LN			71			8			false			 8   about the LNG projects in the newspaper and across the						false


			1845									LN			71			9			false			 9   news.  We are commercializing our project and talking to						false


			1846									LN			71			10			false			10   customers and investing partners in our project.  This						false


			1847									LN			71			11			false			11   would change and create some significant uncertainty for						false


			1848									LN			71			12			false			12   those partners as we're moving forward, and we need to						false


			1849									LN			71			13			false			13   get the final investment decision to make this						false


			1850									LN			71			14			false			14   investment in Louisiana.						false


			1851									LN			71			15			false			15                   You know, the Amazon headquarters thing						false


			1852									LN			71			16			false			16   has been mentioned, but the fact is, this is -- we do						false


			1853									LN			71			17			false			17   not have a final decision here.  Is it competing with						false


			1854									LN			71			18			false			18   two cities against one another?  Not necessarily, but it						false


			1855									LN			71			19			false			19   is Louisiana competing against itself.  Right now we						false


			1856									LN			71			20			false			20   have made a preliminary decision to site in Louisiana.						false


			1857									LN			71			21			false			21   We need to make a final investment decision, and the						false


			1858									LN			71			22			false			22   Industrial Tax Exemption is a key part of that calculus						false


			1859									LN			71			23			false			23   and we're moving very closely to that final investment						false


			1860									LN			71			24			false			24   decision.						false


			1861									LN			71			25			false			25               MR. MOLLER:						false
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			1863									LN			72			1			false			 1                   But you've already bought the land;						false


			1864									LN			72			2			false			 2   correct?						false


			1865									LN			72			3			false			 3               MR. FRENCH:						false


			1866									LN			72			4			false			 4                   We have acquired the land, but acquiring						false


			1867									LN			72			5			false			 5   the land is a minuscule amount of a 15.9-billion						false


			1868									LN			72			6			false			 6   project.						false


			1869									LN			72			7			false			 7               MR. MOLLER:						false


			1870									LN			72			8			false			 8                   I understand that.						false


			1871									LN			72			9			false			 9               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1872									LN			72			10			false			10                   A little order, please.						false


			1873									LN			72			11			false			11                   Mr. Moller, anything else?						false


			1874									LN			72			12			false			12               MR. MOLLER:						false


			1875									LN			72			13			false			13                   No.  I guess my only concern is I think						false


			1876									LN			72			14			false			14   if we just -- if we push this back 90 days and allowed						false


			1877									LN			72			15			false			15   for that input, it would set -- you know, we talked						false


			1878									LN			72			16			false			16   about setting a precedent, and I want to set a positive						false


			1879									LN			72			17			false			17   precedent that when these types of projects of this						false


			1880									LN			72			18			false			18   kind, of size and scope are approved -- and I don't						false


			1881									LN			72			19			false			19   think anybody opposes it.  I haven't heard a single						false


			1882									LN			72			20			false			20   person say they oppose this -- that the public process,						false


			1883									LN			72			21			false			21   especially at the local level, is done in as open and						false


			1884									LN			72			22			false			22   transparent level and way as possible.  So, again, I'm						false


			1885									LN			72			23			false			23   not trying to kill this project in any way.  I'm just						false


			1886									LN			72			24			false			24   hoping we can...						false


			1887									LN			72			25			false			25               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1888									PG			73			0			false			page 73						false


			1889									LN			73			1			false			 1                   All right.  Thank you.						false


			1890									LN			73			2			false			 2                   Ms. Tam.  Ms. Bourgeois.						false


			1891									LN			73			3			false			 3               MS. BOURGEOIS:						false


			1892									LN			73			4			false			 4                   Tam Bourgeois from LED.						false


			1893									LN			73			5			false			 5                   Just as a couple points of information						false


			1894									LN			73			6			false			 6   for the Board.  Number 1, just to address one of the						false


			1895									LN			73			7			false			 7   allegations, based upon our information, the committee						false


			1896									LN			73			8			false			 8   that looks at the applications before they're presented						false


			1897									LN			73			9			false			 9   to the local public bodies are not made up of local						false


			1898									LN			73			10			false			10   officials.  They're made up on local economic						false


			1899									LN			73			11			false			11   development staff.  So I just wanted to make that point.						false


			1900									LN			73			12			false			12                   And, also, this is not the first						false


			1901									LN			73			13			false			13   Calcasieu Parish project to come through the Board under						false


			1902									LN			73			14			false			14   the 2017 rules.  They have done -- you know, Calcasieu						false


			1903									LN			73			15			false			15   has been very responsible, we have found, in how they						false


			1904									LN			73			16			false			16   carried out their duty with regard to the new rules, and						false


			1905									LN			73			17			false			17   so this is not the first time that a Calcasieu						false


			1906									LN			73			18			false			18   application has been presented to you and they weren't						false


			1907									LN			73			19			false			19   changed in the past.  So just wanted to make those						false


			1908									LN			73			20			false			20   points.						false


			1909									LN			73			21			false			21               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1910									LN			73			22			false			22                   Thank you.						false


			1911									LN			73			23			false			23                   All right.  There's a substitute motion						false


			1912									LN			73			24			false			24   on the floor.  I'm sorry.  Senator.						false


			1913									LN			73			25			false			25               MR. THOMPSON:						false
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			1915									LN			74			1			false			 1                   I wanted to compliment Together						false


			1916									LN			74			2			false			 2   Louisiana on making us take a real close look on all of						false


			1917									LN			74			3			false			 3   these statewide.  But my concern is, as it was earlier						false


			1918									LN			74			4			false			 4   today, if the locals have done it, and even if you get a						false


			1919									LN			74			5			false			 5   letter from the school board saying, "Well, we'd like						false


			1920									LN			74			6			false			 6   some additional information," I know many times that						false


			1921									LN			74			7			false			 7   this body, over 40-something years of service, I'd like						false


			1922									LN			74			8			false			 8   to go back and have another shot at the apple or do						false


			1923									LN			74			9			false			 9   something differently, but I think it's our						false


			1924									LN			74			10			false			10   responsibility to not cause maybe dissension -- more						false


			1925									LN			74			11			false			11   dissension in the community, but follow the rules.						false


			1926									LN			74			12			false			12                   If locals are for it, I hate to make a						false


			1927									LN			74			13			false			13   substitute motion to or support one that would put it						false


			1928									LN			74			14			false			14   off if we see no great changes.  If somebody can tell me						false


			1929									LN			74			15			false			15   other than, "I'd like to defeat it," but they've already						false


			1930									LN			74			16			false			16   had that discussion.						false


			1931									LN			74			17			false			17                   And if they've done something illegal,						false


			1932									LN			74			18			false			18   if they've done something out of line, I'm sure that						false


			1933									LN			74			19			false			19   somebody's going to file suit or do something, but I						false


			1934									LN			74			20			false			20   think it's our responsibility to make these companies or						false


			1935									LN			74			21			false			21   corporations work for the locals.  And but I wanted to						false


			1936									LN			74			22			false			22   make that clear, and if you have anything that you						false


			1937									LN			74			23			false			23   disagree that's the LED or the other speakers, I'd like						false


			1938									LN			74			24			false			24   to hear it right now, that's different from what we've						false


			1939									LN			74			25			false			25   talked about.						false


			1940									PG			75			0			false			page 75						false


			1941									LN			75			1			false			 1               MR. FRENCH:						false


			1942									LN			75			2			false			 2                   I appreciate all of your comments.  The						false


			1943									LN			75			3			false			 3   only thing I would clarify is that while there is a						false


			1944									LN			75			4			false			 4   letter that's been put before you today, that was from						false


			1945									LN			75			5			false			 5   an individual citizen who happens to serve on the school						false


			1946									LN			75			6			false			 6   board.  That was not the school board itself.  The						false


			1947									LN			75			7			false			 7   school board met 60 hours ago and had the opportunity to						false


			1948									LN			75			8			false			 8   reconsider the resolution -- there was significant						false


			1949									LN			75			9			false			 9   pressure to do so -- and chose not to.  So I think -- I						false


			1950									LN			75			10			false			10   don't want anyone on this Board to feel that the school						false


			1951									LN			75			11			false			11   board has suddenly turned against this project.						false


			1952									LN			75			12			false			12               MR. THOMPSON:						false


			1953									LN			75			13			false			13                   I got you.  And that sounded like that						false


			1954									LN			75			14			false			14   was the school board, but I'm glad you clarified that.						false


			1955									LN			75			15			false			15                   Is there anymore clarification that we						false


			1956									LN			75			16			false			16   need to know about from LED?						false


			1957									LN			75			17			false			17               MS. BOURGEOIS:						false


			1958									LN			75			18			false			18                   No, sir.  We've presented you with what						false


			1959									LN			75			19			false			19   we think you need to consider this application.						false


			1960									LN			75			20			false			20               MR. THOMPSON:						false


			1961									LN			75			21			false			21                   Okay.  Thank you.						false


			1962									LN			75			22			false			22               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1963									LN			75			23			false			23                   Thank you, Senator.						false


			1964									LN			75			24			false			24                   Senator Chabert.						false


			1965									LN			75			25			false			25               MR. CHABERT:						false


			1966									PG			76			0			false			page 76						false


			1967									LN			76			1			false			 1                   Thank you.  That was my question,						false


			1968									LN			76			2			false			 2   Senator Thompson hit it, was the letter I had before me						false


			1969									LN			76			3			false			 3   explicitly says, "Acting in my personal capacity as a						false


			1970									LN			76			4			false			 4   resident."						false


			1971									LN			76			5			false			 5                   My question is -- "and not as the parish						false


			1972									LN			76			6			false			 6   president" -- I mean, excuse me -- "the school board						false


			1973									LN			76			7			false			 7   president."						false


			1974									LN			76			8			false			 8                   My question is, did the gentleman, this						false


			1975									LN			76			9			false			 9   member, vote for this prior?						false


			1976									LN			76			10			false			10               MR. FRENCH:						false


			1977									LN			76			11			false			11                   He did.						false


			1978									LN			76			12			false			12               MR. CHABERT:						false


			1979									LN			76			13			false			13                   So he previously voted for it, and then						false


			1980									LN			76			14			false			14   is sending a letter for -- that's -- no further						false


			1981									LN			76			15			false			15   questions.						false


			1982									LN			76			16			false			16               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1983									LN			76			17			false			17                   Dr. Wilson.						false


			1984									LN			76			18			false			18               DR. S. WILSON:						false


			1985									LN			76			19			false			19                   I was just going to make the same						false


			1986									LN			76			20			false			20   statement, that I think the school board member, if he						false


			1987									LN			76			21			false			21   voted unanimously, we have to accept his official vote						false


			1988									LN			76			22			false			22   in that capacity as a public official, and so I know the						false


			1989									LN			76			23			false			23   gentleman -- and, again, the letter is not signed, and						false


			1990									LN			76			24			false			24   so I just have to take it on face value.  I don't						false


			1991									LN			76			25			false			25   disagree with the opinions that folks have expressed as						false


			1992									PG			77			0			false			page 77						false


			1993									LN			77			1			false			 1   to their concerns, but it's not our place to fix that.						false


			1994									LN			77			2			false			 2   And I think delaying will just leave us in an open						false


			1995									LN			77			3			false			 3   window with no obligation to act on any other party						false


			1996									LN			77			4			false			 4   because they've already acted, and so it just puts us in						false


			1997									LN			77			5			false			 5   a holding pattern and I think it does more damage than						false


			1998									LN			77			6			false			 6   good.						false


			1999									LN			77			7			false			 7               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2000									LN			77			8			false			 8                   Thank you, Dr. Wilson.						false


			2001									LN			77			9			false			 9                   With that, we have a substitute motion						false


			2002									LN			77			10			false			10   on the floor; it's been seconded.  It's been objected						false


			2003									LN			77			11			false			11   to, so we will have a rollcall.  The motion is to						false


			2004									LN			77			12			false			12   defer -- Mr. Moller, you want to state your motion						false


			2005									LN			77			13			false			13   again?						false


			2006									LN			77			14			false			14               MR. MOLLER:						false


			2007									LN			77			15			false			15                   Is to defer to the February meeting.						false


			2008									LN			77			16			false			16               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2009									LN			77			17			false			17                   Which is 60 days-ish.						false


			2010									LN			77			18			false			18               MR. MOLLER:						false


			2011									LN			77			19			false			19                   Sixty, yeah, February 27th.						false


			2012									LN			77			20			false			20               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2013									LN			77			21			false			21                   All right it's been objected to, so now						false


			2014									LN			77			22			false			22   we need a rollcall vote.  Ms. Simmons.						false


			2015									LN			77			23			false			23               MR. CHABERT:						false


			2016									LN			77			24			false			24                   Which way, what happens?						false


			2017									LN			77			25			false			25               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2018									PG			78			0			false			page 78						false


			2019									LN			78			1			false			 1                   I'm sorry.  If you vote for the motion,						false


			2020									LN			78			2			false			 2   this application will be deferred until February.  If						false


			2021									LN			78			3			false			 3   you vote against the motion, we will proceed with the						false


			2022									LN			78			4			false			 4   original motion to approve both of these applications,						false


			2023									LN			78			5			false			 5   Driftwood LNG and HR Nu Blu Energy, LLC.						false


			2024									LN			78			6			false			 6                   Ms. Simmons.						false


			2025									LN			78			7			false			 7               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2026									LN			78			8			false			 8                   Dr. Wilson.						false


			2027									LN			78			9			false			 9               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2028									LN			78			10			false			10                   Wait.  I've got to turn it on.						false


			2029									LN			78			11			false			11               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2030									LN			78			12			false			12                   Okay.  Dr. Wilson.						false


			2031									LN			78			13			false			13               DR. S. WILSON:						false


			2032									LN			78			14			false			14                   I'm usually at end of the rollcall, but						false


			2033									LN			78			15			false			15   my vote is not to defer.  No.						false


			2034									LN			78			16			false			16               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2035									LN			78			17			false			17                   Don Briggs.						false


			2036									LN			78			18			false			18               MR. BRIGGS:						false


			2037									LN			78			19			false			19                   No.						false


			2038									LN			78			20			false			20               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2039									LN			78			21			false			21                   Representative Devillier.						false


			2040									LN			78			22			false			22               MR. DEVILLIER:						false


			2041									LN			78			23			false			23                   No.						false


			2042									LN			78			24			false			24               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2043									LN			78			25			false			25                   Ms. Baker.						false


			2044									PG			79			0			false			page 79						false


			2045									LN			79			1			false			 1               MS. BAKER:						false


			2046									LN			79			2			false			 2                   Yes.						false


			2047									LN			79			3			false			 3               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2048									LN			79			4			false			 4                   Mayor Glenn Brasseaux.						false


			2049									LN			79			5			false			 5               MAYOR BRASSEAUX:						false


			2050									LN			79			6			false			 6                   No.						false


			2051									LN			79			7			false			 7               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2052									LN			79			8			false			 8                   Representative Paul Hollis.						false


			2053									LN			79			9			false			 9               MR. HOLLIS:						false


			2054									LN			79			10			false			10                   No.						false


			2055									LN			79			11			false			11               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2056									LN			79			12			false			12                   Major Coleman.						false


			2057									LN			79			13			false			13               MAJOR COLEMAN:						false


			2058									LN			79			14			false			14                   No.						false


			2059									LN			79			15			false			15               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2060									LN			79			16			false			16                   Rickey Fabra.						false


			2061									LN			79			17			false			17               MR. FABRA:						false


			2062									LN			79			18			false			18                   No.						false


			2063									LN			79			19			false			19               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2064									LN			79			20			false			20                   Manuel Fajardo.						false


			2065									LN			79			21			false			21               MR. FAJARDO:						false


			2066									LN			79			22			false			22                   No.						false


			2067									LN			79			23			false			23               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2068									LN			79			24			false			24                   Jerald Jones.						false


			2069									LN			79			25			false			25               (No response.)						false


			2070									PG			80			0			false			page 80						false


			2071									LN			80			1			false			 1               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2072									LN			80			2			false			 2                   Heather Malone.						false


			2073									LN			80			3			false			 3               MS. MALONE:						false


			2074									LN			80			4			false			 4                   No.						false


			2075									LN			80			5			false			 5               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2076									LN			80			6			false			 6                   Senator Francis Thompson.						false


			2077									LN			80			7			false			 7               MR. THOMPSON:						false


			2078									LN			80			8			false			 8                   No.						false


			2079									LN			80			9			false			 9               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2080									LN			80			10			false			10                   Mr. Miller.						false


			2081									LN			80			11			false			11               MR. MILLER:						false


			2082									LN			80			12			false			12                   No.						false


			2083									LN			80			13			false			13               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2084									LN			80			14			false			14                   Jan Moller.						false


			2085									LN			80			15			false			15               MR. MOLLER:						false


			2086									LN			80			16			false			16                   Yes.						false


			2087									LN			80			17			false			17               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2088									LN			80			18			false			18                   Senator Chabert.						false


			2089									LN			80			19			false			19               MR. CHABERT:						false


			2090									LN			80			20			false			20                   No.						false


			2091									LN			80			21			false			21               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2092									LN			80			22			false			22                   Secretary Don Pierson.						false


			2093									LN			80			23			false			23               SECRETARY PIERSON:						false


			2094									LN			80			24			false			24                   No.						false


			2095									LN			80			25			false			25               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2096									PG			81			0			false			page 81						false


			2097									LN			81			1			false			 1                   Ronnie Slone.						false


			2098									LN			81			2			false			 2               MR. SLONE:						false


			2099									LN			81			3			false			 3                   No.						false


			2100									LN			81			4			false			 4               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2101									LN			81			5			false			 5                   Bobby Williams.						false


			2102									LN			81			6			false			 6               MR. WILLIAMS:						false


			2103									LN			81			7			false			 7                   No.						false


			2104									LN			81			8			false			 8               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2105									LN			81			9			false			 9                   Steve Windham.						false


			2106									LN			81			10			false			10               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2107									LN			81			11			false			11                   No.						false


			2108									LN			81			12			false			12               MS. SIMMONS:						false


			2109									LN			81			13			false			13                   We have two yes and 17 no.						false


			2110									LN			81			14			false			14               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2111									LN			81			15			false			15                   All right.  So the motion to defer						false


			2112									LN			81			16			false			16   fails.						false


			2113									LN			81			17			false			17                   Now we have a motion on the floor to						false


			2114									LN			81			18			false			18   approve the two, and I believe it was made by Mr. Robbie						false


			2115									LN			81			19			false			19   Miller and seconded by Dr. Wilson.						false


			2116									LN			81			20			false			20                   Any further discussion on the motion to						false


			2117									LN			81			21			false			21   approve these two applications?						false


			2118									LN			81			22			false			22               (No response.)						false


			2119									LN			81			23			false			23               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2120									LN			81			24			false			24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			2121									LN			81			25			false			25               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			2122									PG			82			0			false			page 82						false


			2123									LN			82			1			false			 1               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2124									LN			82			2			false			 2                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			2125									LN			82			3			false			 3               (No response.)						false


			2126									LN			82			4			false			 4               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2127									LN			82			5			false			 5                   Motion carries.						false


			2128									LN			82			6			false			 6                   Thank you, Ms. Cheng.						false


			2129									LN			82			7			false			 7               MS. CHENG:						false


			2130									LN			82			8			false			 8                   We need to approve HR Nu Blu Energy as						false


			2131									LN			82			9			false			 9   well.						false


			2132									LN			82			10			false			10               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2133									LN			82			11			false			11                   The motion was to approve both of them.						false


			2134									LN			82			12			false			12               MS. CHENG:						false


			2135									LN			82			13			false			13                   Oh, for both.  Okay.						false


			2136									LN			82			14			false			14               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2137									LN			82			15			false			15                   To approve both of them.						false


			2138									LN			82			16			false			16                   All right.  Please proceed.						false


			2139									LN			82			17			false			17               MS. CHENG:						false


			2140									LN			82			18			false			18                   We have 14 post-Executive Order 2018						false


			2141									LN			82			19			false			19   rule applications:  20180149, Diversified Foods &						false


			2142									LN			82			20			false			20   Seasonings is requesting to defer until February.						false


			2143									LN			82			21			false			21   Diversified Foods is requesting to defer till February.						false


			2144									LN			82			22			false			22               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2145									LN			82			23			false			23                   All right.  Is there a motion to allow						false


			2146									LN			82			24			false			24   for the deferral of Diversified Foods?						false


			2147									LN			82			25			false			25                   Made by Mr. Slone; second by Ms. Malone.						false


			2148									PG			83			0			false			page 83						false


			2149									LN			83			1			false			 1                   Any discussion?						false


			2150									LN			83			2			false			 2               (No response.)						false


			2151									LN			83			3			false			 3               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2152									LN			83			4			false			 4                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			2153									LN			83			5			false			 5               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			2154									LN			83			6			false			 6               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2155									LN			83			7			false			 7                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			2156									LN			83			8			false			 8               (No response.)						false


			2157									LN			83			9			false			 9               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2158									LN			83			10			false			10                   Motion carries.						false


			2159									LN			83			11			false			11               MS. CHENG:						false


			2160									LN			83			12			false			12                   There was also a request by Exxon Mobil						false


			2161									LN			83			13			false			13   Corp to withdraw two of their applications:  20161912						false


			2162									LN			83			14			false			14   and 20161913.  So those are being withdrawn from the						false


			2163									LN			83			15			false			15   agenda.						false


			2164									LN			83			16			false			16               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2165									LN			83			17			false			17                   Is there a motion to approve the						false


			2166									LN			83			18			false			18   withdrawal?						false


			2167									LN			83			19			false			19                   Made by Major Coleman; seconded by Dr.						false


			2168									LN			83			20			false			20   Wilson.						false


			2169									LN			83			21			false			21                   Any discussion on the withdrawal?						false


			2170									LN			83			22			false			22               (No response.)						false


			2171									LN			83			23			false			23               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2172									LN			83			24			false			24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			2173									LN			83			25			false			25               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			2174									PG			84			0			false			page 84						false


			2175									LN			84			1			false			 1               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2176									LN			84			2			false			 2                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			2177									LN			84			3			false			 3               (No response.)						false


			2178									LN			84			4			false			 4               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2179									LN			84			5			false			 5                   Motion carries.						false


			2180									LN			84			6			false			 6               MS. CHENG:						false


			2181									LN			84			7			false			 7                   Okay.  We have 20170552, Bancroft Bag,						false


			2182									LN			84			8			false			 8   Incorporated in Ouachita Parish; 20170154 Chalmette						false


			2183									LN			84			9			false			 9   Refining, LLC in St. Bernard Parish; 20161911 Exxon						false


			2184									LN			84			10			false			10   Mobil Corporation in East Baton Rouge Parish; 20161914						false


			2185									LN			84			11			false			11   Exxon Mobil Corporation in East Baton Rouge Parish; and						false


			2186									LN			84			12			false			12   20161915 Exxon Mobil Corporation in West Baton Rouge						false


			2187									LN			84			13			false			13   Parish; 20180413, Graham Packing Company, LP in East						false


			2188									LN			84			14			false			14   Baton Rouge Parish; 20170155, PBF Logistics, LP in St.						false


			2189									LN			84			15			false			15   Bernard Parish; 20170377, Pala Interstate LLC in						false


			2190									LN			84			16			false			16   Livingston Parish; 20161917 Peppers Unlimited of						false


			2191									LN			84			17			false			17   Louisiana, Inc. in St. Martin Parish; 20180378, Shell						false


			2192									LN			84			18			false			18   Chemical LP in Ascension Parish; and 20170378,						false


			2193									LN			84			19			false			19   Stevendale Road, LLC in Livingston Parish.						false


			2194									LN			84			20			false			20               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2195									LN			84			21			false			21                   All right.  Thank you, Ms. Cheng.						false


			2196									LN			84			22			false			22                   All right.  We have a number of cards						false


			2197									LN			84			23			false			23   related to the Exxon Mobile applications.  So with that,						false


			2198									LN			84			24			false			24   I'm going to invite -- some of them don't indicate						false


			2199									LN			84			25			false			25   whether or not they're for or against, so I am going to						false


			2200									PG			85			0			false			page 85						false


			2201									LN			85			1			false			 1   invite the ones that say against first.  So what I'm						false


			2202									LN			85			2			false			 2   going to do is I'm going to call out the person, and						false


			2203									LN			85			3			false			 3   then I'm going to call out the person to be on deck as a						false


			2204									LN			85			4			false			 4   baseball term.						false


			2205									LN			85			5			false			 5                   So, first, we have Kirk Green that would						false


			2206									LN			85			6			false			 6   like to discuss the Exxon project, and on deck we will						false


			2207									LN			85			7			false			 7   have Donald Victorian.  So these individuals could come						false


			2208									LN			85			8			false			 8   forward, identify themselves and tell us your thoughts.						false


			2209									LN			85			9			false			 9                   Please step forward.						false


			2210									LN			85			10			false			10               MR. GREEN:						false


			2211									LN			85			11			false			11                   Kirk Green.						false


			2212									LN			85			12			false			12               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2213									LN			85			13			false			13                   Two to three minutes, please.  Keep it						false


			2214									LN			85			14			false			14   concise.  Don't repeat what was said before, not that						false


			2215									LN			85			15			false			15   anything has been said in your case.						false


			2216									LN			85			16			false			16               MR. GREEN:						false


			2217									LN			85			17			false			17                   Yes, sir.  Thank you to the Board.  My						false


			2218									LN			85			18			false			18   name is Kirk Green.  First of all, I'm a parent of an						false


			2219									LN			85			19			false			19   EBR student.  My daughter attends Baton Rouge Magnet						false


			2220									LN			85			20			false			20   High School.  I'm a teacher, a history teacher in the						false


			2221									LN			85			21			false			21   EBR school system.  I'm also a homeowner and a taxpayer						false


			2222									LN			85			22			false			22   for East Baton Rouge.						false


			2223									LN			85			23			false			23                   First, I'd like to bring a little bit of						false


			2224									LN			85			24			false			24   history into the context.  If we remember, we did have a						false


			2225									LN			85			25			false			25   prior system of government called the Articles of						false


			2226									PG			86			0			false			page 86						false


			2227									LN			86			1			false			 1   Confederation.  Under the Articles of Confederation,						false


			2228									LN			86			2			false			 2   there was a complete failure of the government, thanks						false


			2229									LN			86			3			false			 3   to things like Shay's Rebellion.  Shay's Rebellion was						false


			2230									LN			86			4			false			 4   an upheaval of the farmers when the tax burden was						false


			2231									LN			86			5			false			 5   shifted completely upon them, so much so that they were						false


			2232									LN			86			6			false			 6   able to take away their farms, and that lead to the						false


			2233									LN			86			7			false			 7   downfall of the Articles of Confederation and the						false


			2234									LN			86			8			false			 8   constitution that we have.						false


			2235									LN			86			9			false			 9                   In the light of that, Benjamin Franklin						false


			2236									LN			86			10			false			10   wrote to Robert Morris, "The failure of our people in						false


			2237									LN			86			11			false			11   paying taxes is highly blameable.  The unwillingness to						false


			2238									LN			86			12			false			12   pay them is still more so.  I see in some resolutions of						false


			2239									LN			86			13			false			13   town meetings, a petition against giving congress power						false


			2240									LN			86			14			false			14   to take, as they call it, the people's money out of						false


			2241									LN			86			15			false			15   their pockets.  They seem to mistake the point.  All						false


			2242									LN			86			16			false			16   property seems to be taxable for public good.  He that						false


			2243									LN			86			17			false			17   does not like civil society on these terms, let him						false


			2244									LN			86			18			false			18   retire and live among the savages.  He can have no right						false
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			2484									LN			95			24			false			24                   You don't have to read the number, just						false
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			2487									LN			96			1			false			 1               MS. CHENG:						false


			2488									LN			96			2			false			 2                   Bancroft Bag, Inc., Calumet Refining,						false


			2489									LN			96			3			false			 3   LLC, Graham Packaging Company, LP, PBF Logistics, LP,						false


			2490									LN			96			4			false			 4   Pala Interstate, LLP, Peppers Unlimited of Louisiana,						false


			2491									LN			96			5			false			 5   Inc., Shell Chemical LP and Stevendale Road, LLC.						false
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			2493									LN			96			7			false			 7                   All right.  Are there any comments from						false


			2494									LN			96			8			false			 8   the public concerning any of those applications?						false


			2495									LN			96			9			false			 9                   Yes, please step forward, identify						false


			2496									LN			96			10			false			10   yourself.  Only those, not Exxon.						false


			2497									LN			96			11			false			11               MS. PRANJIC:						false


			2498									LN			96			12			false			12                   Well, first of all, I'm going to kind of						false


			2499									LN			96			13			false			13   address generally all of the applications.						false


			2500									LN			96			14			false			14               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2501									LN			96			15			false			15                   Identify yourself.						false


			2502									LN			96			16			false			16               MS. PRANJIC:						false


			2503									LN			96			17			false			17                   And my name is Jessica Pranjic.  I'm the						false


			2504									LN			96			18			false			18   Manager of Communications and Workforce Development with						false


			2505									LN			96			19			false			19   the Greater Baton Rouge Industry Alliance, and on behalf						false


			2506									LN			96			20			false			20   of our 60-plus industrial member facilities in the						false


			2507									LN			96			21			false			21   greater Baton Rouge area, we would just like to urge the						false


			2508									LN			96			22			false			22   Commerce and Industry Board to approve all of the ITEP						false


			2509									LN			96			23			false			23   applications on the agenda today, of course, assuming						false


			2510									LN			96			24			false			24   that they meet your criteria.  And we believe that						false


			2511									LN			96			25			false			25   should the Commerce and Industry Board not approve these						false
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			2513									LN			97			1			false			 1   exemptions, it is going to send a strong signal to those						false


			2514									LN			97			2			false			 2   interested in investing in Louisiana that the laws						false


			2515									LN			97			3			false			 3   written as they are cannot be counted on and the						false


			2516									LN			97			4			false			 4   instability caused would make instant news that would						false


			2517									LN			97			5			false			 5   travel literally around the globe with the signal that						false


			2518									LN			97			6			false			 6   Louisiana is too unpredictable for business.						false


			2519									LN			97			7			false			 7                   In our role at GBRIA, we work closely						false


			2520									LN			97			8			false			 8   with hundreds of contracting companies within our region						false


			2521									LN			97			9			false			 9   helping them navigate and understand the safety and						false


			2522									LN			97			10			false			10   skilled requirements needed to construct, operate and						false


			2523									LN			97			11			false			11   maintain these technologically sophisticated plants.  We						false


			2524									LN			97			12			false			12   also interact with high schools, trade schools and						false


			2525									LN			97			13			false			13   universities so that they understand the specific skills						false


			2526									LN			97			14			false			14   needed to prepare the industrial workforce, and we						false


			2527									LN			97			15			false			15   interact with many nonprofits who seek donations and						false


			2528									LN			97			16			false			16   grants helping to make the necessary connections in						false


			2529									LN			97			17			false			17   order to find funding for their causes.						false


			2530									LN			97			18			false			18                   All of these groups employ people and						false


			2531									LN			97			19			false			19   benefit from the industrial manufacturers being located						false


			2532									LN			97			20			false			20   in this region, especially Exxon Mobil, which is the						false


			2533									LN			97			21			false			21   largest of these.  Exxon Mobil has been a steadfast						false


			2534									LN			97			22			false			22   supporter of many activities and organizations that						false


			2535									LN			97			23			false			23   provide a positive affect on our community, not only						false


			2536									LN			97			24			false			24   monetarily, but also in a way that lifts the spirit of						false


			2537									LN			97			25			false			25   the people here.						false


			2538									PG			98			0			false			page 98						false


			2539									LN			98			1			false			 1                   From the products people buy in grocery						false
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			2541									LN			98			3			false			 3   schools or building homes for the needy and to the many						false


			2542									LN			98			4			false			 4   business owners who sell product to industry, the						false


			2543									LN			98			5			false			 5   positive effects we see are unmistakable.  Industry						false


			2544									LN			98			6			false			 6   already pays for two-thirds of all of the property taxes						false


			2545									LN			98			7			false			 7   paid in the Capital Region and at a higher percentage in						false


			2546									LN			98			8			false			 8   other parts of the state.						false


			2547									LN			98			9			false			 9                   In addition, business and industry pays						false


			2548									LN			98			10			false			10   for half of all property taxes paid in the state.  To						false


			2549									LN			98			11			false			11   say that industry should pay more property taxes is like						false


			2550									LN			98			12			false			12   saying that homeowners should give up their Homestead						false


			2551									LN			98			13			false			13   Exemption.  Our state's laws are set; the personal						false


			2552									LN			98			14			false			14   property and ITEP rules are set, so it's time for us to						false


			2553									LN			98			15			false			15   approve these application and just let the system work						false


			2554									LN			98			16			false			16   and let the results continue to build in our						false


			2555									LN			98			17			false			17   communities.						false


			2556									LN			98			18			false			18                   So thank you for your time.						false


			2557									LN			98			19			false			19               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2558									LN			98			20			false			20                   Thank you.						false


			2559									LN			98			21			false			21                   Are there any questions by any of the						false
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			2567									LN			99			3			false			 3               MS. PRANJIC:						false


			2568									LN			99			4			false			 4                   No.						false


			2569									LN			99			5			false			 5               MR. THOMPSON:						false


			2570									LN			99			6			false			 6                   Ma'am?						false


			2571									LN			99			7			false			 7               MS. PRANJIC:						false


			2572									LN			99			8			false			 8                   I'm not.						false


			2573									LN			99			9			false			 9               MR. THOMPSON:						false


			2574									LN			99			10			false			10                   Okay.  Because it would change my						false


			2575									LN			99			11			false			11   opinion of Exxon and everybody else.  You get my drift?						false
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			2578									LN			99			14			false			14                   Thank you, Senator.						false


			2579									LN			99			15			false			15                   All right.  Are there any further						false


			2580									LN			99			16			false			16   comments from the public concerning the ones that are						false


			2581									LN			99			17			false			17   not Exxon that were previously mentioned?						false


			2582									LN			99			18			false			18               (No response.)						false


			2583									LN			99			19			false			19               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2584									LN			99			20			false			20                   Is there a motion to approve, other than						false


			2585									LN			99			21			false			21   Exxon?						false


			2586									LN			99			22			false			22                   Made by Mr. Moller; seconded by						false


			2587									LN			99			23			false			23   Mr. Slone.						false


			2588									LN			99			24			false			24                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false
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			2590									PG			100			0			false			page 100						false


			2591									LN			100			1			false			 1               MR. WINDHAM:						false
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			2593									LN			100			3			false			 3               (No response.)						false
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			2596									LN			100			6			false			 6                   All right.  We are going to go back to						false
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			2598									LN			100			8			false			 8                   Next we have Mr. Edgar Cage, and on deck						false


			2599									LN			100			9			false			 9   Angela Reams-Brown.						false


			2600									LN			100			10			false			10                   Again, just to remind everyone, if it's						false


			2601									LN			100			11			false			11   already been said -- I know, Mr. Cage has used the						false


			2602									LN			100			12			false			12   "ditto" statement before.  In the interest of time --						false


			2603									LN			100			13			false			13               MR. CAGE:						false


			2604									LN			100			14			false			14                   I will try to appropriate this time.						false


			2605									LN			100			15			false			15               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2606									LN			100			16			false			16                   Thank you.						false


			2607									LN			100			17			false			17               MR. CAGE:						false


			2608									LN			100			18			false			18                   My name is Edgar Cage.  I'm with						false


			2609									LN			100			19			false			19   Together Baton Rouge and Together Louisiana.  I've been						false


			2610									LN			100			20			false			20   a frequent visitor to this Board of Commerce and						false


			2611									LN			100			21			false			21   Industry, to this Capital and to this room.  I just want						false


			2612									LN			100			22			false			22   to tell you about the four exemptions that you have						false


			2613									LN			100			23			false			23   before you from Exxon Mobil.						false


			2614									LN			100			24			false			24                   For over 83 years we have been giving						false
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			2618									LN			101			2			false			 2   exemptions.  The rich have gotten richer, when,						false


			2619									LN			101			3			false			 3   unfortunately, the poor have gotten poorer, and remain						false
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			2621									LN			101			5			false			 5   roads, failing schools, underpaid policemen and access						false
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			2625									LN			101			9			false			 9   supported two tax measures to begin to address road						false


			2626									LN			101			10			false			10   issues and mental health availability.  We have been						false


			2627									LN			101			11			false			11   rubber-stamping these ITEP exemptions without criteria						false


			2628									LN			101			12			false			12   and standards.  If we had meaningful, fair and balanced						false


			2629									LN			101			13			false			13   criteria and standards, the tax measures that I just						false


			2630									LN			101			14			false			14   voted on may not have even been necessary.  We could						false
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			2646									LN			102			4			false			 4   rubber-stamping these exemptions and serve all citizens,						false


			2647									LN			102			5			false			 5   not just big business.  Please deny these exemptions.						false
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			3929									LN			151			13			false			13                   Okay.						false


			3930									LN			151			14			false			14               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			3931									LN			151			15			false			15                   So it is not perceived that we just						false


			3932									LN			151			16			false			16   rubber stamp these.  Unless there's an objection by any						false


			3933									LN			151			17			false			17   of the Board members.						false


			3934									LN			151			18			false			18               MS. CHENG:						false


			3935									LN			151			19			false			19                   20140276, American Advanced						false


			3936									LN			151			20			false			20   Technologies, LLC in Terrebonne Parish; 20121084, BASF						false


			3937									LN			151			21			false			21   Corporation in Concordia Parish; 20140332, Bancroft Bag,						false


			3938									LN			151			22			false			22   Inc. In Ouachita Parish; 20121271, Bell Helicopter						false


			3939									LN			151			23			false			23   Textron, Inc. in Lafayette Parish; 20140295, Bercen --						false


			3940									LN			151			24			false			24               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			3941									LN			151			25			false			25                   I will entertain a motion to approve						false


			3942									PG			152			0			false			page 152						false


			3943									LN			152			1			false			 1   these in globo.						false


			3944									LN			152			2			false			 2                   Made by Mr. Slone; seconded by Mr. Jan						false


			3945									LN			152			3			false			 3   Moller.						false


			3946									LN			152			4			false			 4                   Is there any discussion from the public						false


			3947									LN			152			5			false			 5   concerning in globo passing of these renewals?						false


			3948									LN			152			6			false			 6               (No response.)						false


			3949									LN			152			7			false			 7               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			3950									LN			152			8			false			 8                   Any comments or discussion from the						false


			3951									LN			152			9			false			 9   Board members?						false


			3952									LN			152			10			false			10               (No response.)						false


			3953									LN			152			11			false			11               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			3954									LN			152			12			false			12                   Do we have a quorum?						false


			3955									LN			152			13			false			13               MR. CHABERT:						false


			3956									LN			152			14			false			14                   There are several members that are in						false


			3957									LN			152			15			false			15   need of a pause, but they're coming out.						false


			3958									LN			152			16			false			16               MS. CHENG:						false


			3959									LN			152			17			false			17                   I can keep reading until then if you						false


			3960									LN			152			18			false			18   want.						false


			3961									LN			152			19			false			19               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			3962									LN			152			20			false			20                   I'm sorry.  There is a video screen in						false


			3963									LN			152			21			false			21   the break room with audio.  We have 13 now or 14.						false


			3964									LN			152			22			false			22                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			3965									LN			152			23			false			23               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			3966									LN			152			24			false			24               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			3967									LN			152			25			false			25                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			3968									PG			153			0			false			page 153						false


			3969									LN			153			1			false			 1               (No response.)						false


			3970									LN			153			2			false			 2               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			3971									LN			153			3			false			 3                   The renewals are approved.						false


			3972									LN			153			4			false			 4                   We have one late renewal request.						false


			3973									LN			153			5			false			 5               MS. CHENG:						false


			3974									LN			153			6			false			 6                   Yep.  It's 20111226, PBF Holding						false


			3975									LN			153			7			false			 7   Company, LLC in St. Bernard Parish.  Their initial						false


			3976									LN			153			8			false			 8   contract expired 12/31/2017.  They requested their						false


			3977									LN			153			9			false			 9   renewal on 8/14/2018.						false


			3978									LN			153			10			false			10               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			3979									LN			153			11			false			11                   Is there a representative here from PBF						false


			3980									LN			153			12			false			12   Holding Company?						false


			3981									LN			153			13			false			13                   Please step forward.  Can you tell us						false


			3982									LN			153			14			false			14   why you were late?						false


			3983									LN			153			15			false			15               MR. KORT:						false


			3984									LN			153			16			false			16                   First off, my name is Greg Kort.  I'm						false


			3985									LN			153			17			false			17   with Ryan, LLC.  Thank you for the chance to speak to						false


			3986									LN			153			18			false			18   you on this issue.						false


			3987									LN			153			19			false			19                   Reason for us being late on this is PBF						false


			3988									LN			153			20			false			20   had a transition in consulting in terms of who was						false


			3989									LN			153			21			false			21   handling their property taxes in Louisiana.  Prior						false


			3990									LN			153			22			false			22   consultant contract ended at the end of the year and						false


			3991									LN			153			23			false			23   ours picked up at the beginning of the year and we had						false


			3992									LN			153			24			false			24   basically a learning process of getting an understanding						false


			3993									LN			153			25			false			25   of what PBF all had.  And we kind of missed the boat on						false


			3994									PG			154			0			false			page 154						false


			3995									LN			154			1			false			 1   this, so we apologize.  And that's the reason for the						false


			3996									LN			154			2			false			 2   late application.						false


			3997									LN			154			3			false			 3               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			3998									LN			154			4			false			 4                   So this due date was December 31st,						false


			3999									LN			154			5			false			 5   2017.  The renewal request date was 2018, 8/14 of 2018.						false


			4000									LN			154			6			false			 6   It's been our practice to reduce this by one year, and I						false


			4001									LN			154			7			false			 7   would entertain a motion for the same.						false


			4002									LN			154			8			false			 8                   Made by Ms. Malone; seconded by Mr.						false


			4003									LN			154			9			false			 9   Briggs.						false


			4004									LN			154			10			false			10                   Any discussion?						false


			4005									LN			154			11			false			11               (No response.)						false


			4006									LN			154			12			false			12               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4007									LN			154			13			false			13                   Do we have a quorum now?						false


			4008									LN			154			14			false			14                   Yes, we have a quorum.						false


			4009									LN			154			15			false			15                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			4010									LN			154			16			false			16               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			4011									LN			154			17			false			17               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4012									LN			154			18			false			18                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			4013									LN			154			19			false			19               (No response.)						false


			4014									LN			154			20			false			20               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4015									LN			154			21			false			21                   Motion carries.						false


			4016									LN			154			22			false			22                   Thank you, sir.						false


			4017									LN			154			23			false			23               MS. CHENG:						false


			4018									LN			154			24			false			24                   We have 74 changes of company name only						false


			4019									LN			154			25			false			25   contract amendments.						false


			4020									PG			155			0			false			page 155						false


			4021									LN			155			1			false			 1               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4022									LN			155			2			false			 2                   Motion has been made to approve the 74						false


			4023									LN			155			3			false			 3   in globo as they apply to two entities, Columbian						false


			4024									LN			155			4			false			 4   Chemicals Company will be changed to Birla.						false


			4025									LN			155			5			false			 5               MS. CHENG:						false


			4026									LN			155			6			false			 6                   Birla Carbon U.S.A., Inc. in St. Mary						false


			4027									LN			155			7			false			 7   Parish and Graphic Packaging International, Inc. will be						false


			4028									LN			155			8			false			 8   changed to Graphic Packaging International, LLC in						false


			4029									LN			155			9			false			 9   Ouachita Parish.						false


			4030									LN			155			10			false			10               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4031									LN			155			11			false			11                   That's for all of the listed contracts						false


			4032									LN			155			12			false			12   as identified by number.						false


			4033									LN			155			13			false			13                   Motion has been made by Dr. Wilson to						false


			4034									LN			155			14			false			14   approve in globo; seconded by Ms. Malone.						false


			4035									LN			155			15			false			15                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			4036									LN			155			16			false			16               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			4037									LN			155			17			false			17               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4038									LN			155			18			false			18                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			4039									LN			155			19			false			19               (No response.)						false


			4040									LN			155			20			false			20               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4041									LN			155			21			false			21                   Motion carries.						false


			4042									LN			155			22			false			22               MS. CHENG:						false


			4043									LN			155			23			false			23                   We have one change in physical location						false


			4044									LN			155			24			false			24   contract amendment requests.						false


			4045									LN			155			25			false			25               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4046									PG			156			0			false			page 156						false


			4047									LN			156			1			false			 1                   Comments, please step outside.						false


			4048									LN			156			2			false			 2               MS. CHENG:						false


			4049									LN			156			3			false			 3                   Denbury Onshore, LLC, Contract 20150267						false


			4050									LN			156			4			false			 4   was previously located at 481 Highway 609, Delhi,						false


			4051									LN			156			5			false			 5   Louisiana 71235 in Richland Parish, and their new						false


			4052									LN			156			6			false			 6   location is 463 Highway 609, Delhi, Louisiana in						false


			4053									LN			156			7			false			 7   Richland Parish.						false


			4054									LN			156			8			false			 8                   I believe they didn't move.  It's a						false


			4055									LN			156			9			false			 9   change in address by the post office.						false


			4056									LN			156			10			false			10               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4057									LN			156			11			false			11                   All right.  Are there any questions						false


			4058									LN			156			12			false			12   concerning this, even though.						false


			4059									LN			156			13			false			13                   Motion has been made by Dr. Wilson to						false


			4060									LN			156			14			false			14   approve; seconded by Major Coleman.						false


			4061									LN			156			15			false			15                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye" --						false


			4062									LN			156			16			false			16   oh, I'm sorry.  Dr. Wilson has a question in addition.						false


			4063									LN			156			17			false			17               DR. S. WILSON:						false


			4064									LN			156			18			false			18                   Just to comment for a Senator Francis,						false


			4065									LN			156			19			false			19   we've had three projects that were all North Louisiana,						false


			4066									LN			156			20			false			20   and he was commenting the entire day of nothing being in						false


			4067									LN			156			21			false			21   North Louisiana.						false


			4068									LN			156			22			false			22               MR. THOMPSON:						false


			4069									LN			156			23			false			23                   I made the motion.						false


			4070									LN			156			24			false			24               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4071									LN			156			25			false			25                   All right.  Thank you, Dr. Wilson.						false


			4072									PG			157			0			false			page 157						false


			4073									LN			157			1			false			 1                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			4074									LN			157			2			false			 2               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			4075									LN			157			3			false			 3               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4076									LN			157			4			false			 4                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			4077									LN			157			5			false			 5               (No response.)						false


			4078									LN			157			6			false			 6               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4079									LN			157			7			false			 7                   Motion carries.						false


			4080									LN			157			8			false			 8               MS. CHENG:						false


			4081									LN			157			9			false			 9                   We have one transfer of tax exemption						false


			4082									LN			157			10			false			10   contract:  Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,						false


			4083									LN			157			11			false			11   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20161014 is being						false


			4084									LN			157			12			false			12   transferred to South Atlantic, LLC in East Baton Rouge						false


			4085									LN			157			13			false			13   Parish.						false


			4086									LN			157			14			false			14               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4087									LN			157			15			false			15                   All right.  For the transfer of						false


			4088									LN			157			16			false			16   exemption contract, any comments from the public?						false


			4089									LN			157			17			false			17               (No response.)						false


			4090									LN			157			18			false			18               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4091									LN			157			19			false			19                   Motion from the Board?						false


			4092									LN			157			20			false			20                   Made by Mr. Briggs; seconded by Mayor						false


			4093									LN			157			21			false			21   Brasseaux.						false


			4094									LN			157			22			false			22                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			4095									LN			157			23			false			23               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			4096									LN			157			24			false			24               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4097									LN			157			25			false			25                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			4098									PG			158			0			false			page 158						false


			4099									LN			158			1			false			 1               (No response.)						false


			4100									LN			158			2			false			 2               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4101									LN			158			3			false			 3                   Motion carries.						false


			4102									LN			158			4			false			 4               MS. CHENG:						false


			4103									LN			158			5			false			 5                   We actually have four -- that's						false


			4104									LN			158			6			false			 6   incorrect on the front cover page.  We have four partial						false


			4105									LN			158			7			false			 7   transfers -- or, no.  I'm sorry.  They're being						false


			4106									LN			158			8			false			 8   transferred to multiple companies.  That's why.  I						false


			4107									LN			158			9			false			 9   misspoke.  Sorry.						false


			4108									LN			158			10			false			10                   Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,						false


			4109									LN			158			11			false			11   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20100919, they're						false


			4110									LN			158			12			false			12   retaining $741,106.  South Atlantic, LLC is receiving						false


			4111									LN			158			13			false			13   $3,416,185 in assets and Natchez Management, LLC is						false


			4112									LN			158			14			false			14   receiving $5,281,298 in assets from that contract.						false


			4113									LN			158			15			false			15                   Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,						false


			4114									LN			158			16			false			16   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20190919-A is						false


			4115									LN			158			17			false			17   retaining $431,866 in assets in East Baton Rouge Parish						false


			4116									LN			158			18			false			18   and is transferring $25,571 to South Atlantic, LLC and						false


			4117									LN			158			19			false			19   Natchez Management, $31,101 to Natchez Management, LLC						false


			4118									LN			158			20			false			20   in East Baton Rouge Parish.						false


			4119									LN			158			21			false			21                   Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,						false


			4120									LN			158			22			false			22   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20140711 is retaining						false


			4121									LN			158			23			false			23   $71,273 in East Baton Rouge Parish, transferring $51,948						false


			4122									LN			158			24			false			24   in assets to South Atlantic, LLC and $68,237 in assets						false


			4123									LN			158			25			false			25   to Natchez Management, LLC both in East Baton Rouge						false


			4124									PG			159			0			false			page 159						false


			4125									LN			159			1			false			 1   Parish.						false


			4126									LN			159			2			false			 2               Great Southern Galvanizing, Inc., D/B/A,						false


			4127									LN			159			3			false			 3   Great States Galvanizing, Contract 20150736 is retaining						false


			4128									LN			159			4			false			 4   $8,046, transferring $92,553 to South Atlantic, LLC and						false


			4129									LN			159			5			false			 5   $78,091 to Natchez Management, LLC in East Baton Rouge						false


			4130									LN			159			6			false			 6   Parish.						false


			4131									LN			159			7			false			 7               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4132									LN			159			8			false			 8                   Thank you, Ms. Cheng.						false


			4133									LN			159			9			false			 9                   On the partial transfer of exemption						false


			4134									LN			159			10			false			10   contracts, any comments from the Board members?						false


			4135									LN			159			11			false			11               (No response.)						false


			4136									LN			159			12			false			12               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4137									LN			159			13			false			13                   From the public?						false


			4138									LN			159			14			false			14               (No response.)						false


			4139									LN			159			15			false			15               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4140									LN			159			16			false			16                   Questions or comment from the Board						false


			4141									LN			159			17			false			17   members?						false


			4142									LN			159			18			false			18               (No response.)						false


			4143									LN			159			19			false			19               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4144									LN			159			20			false			20                   Is there a motion to approve?						false


			4145									LN			159			21			false			21                   Made by Senator Francis Thompson;						false


			4146									LN			159			22			false			22   seconded by Mr. Briggs.						false


			4147									LN			159			23			false			23                   All in favor, indicate with an "aye."						false


			4148									LN			159			24			false			24               (Several members respond "aye.")						false


			4149									LN			159			25			false			25               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4150									PG			160			0			false			page 160						false


			4151									LN			160			1			false			 1                   All opposed with a "nay."						false


			4152									LN			160			2			false			 2               (No response.)						false


			4153									LN			160			3			false			 3               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4154									LN			160			4			false			 4                   Motion carries.						false


			4155									LN			160			5			false			 5                   Ms. Cheng.						false


			4156									LN			160			6			false			 6               MS. CHENG:						false


			4157									LN			160			7			false			 7                   I have 11 contract cancelation requests:						false


			4158									LN			160			8			false			 8   Deltech Corporation, Contracts 20090579, 20100090,						false


			4159									LN			160			9			false			 9   20110315, 20120527, 20130550, 20140481, 20141333,						false


			4160									LN			160			10			false			10   20150504 and 20160965, company requests cancelation, and						false


			4161									LN			160			11			false			11   they're located in East Baton Rouge Parish.						false


			4162									LN			160			12			false			12                   Dredging Supply Company, Inc., Contract						false


			4163									LN			160			13			false			13   20110831 in St. John the Baptist Parish, company						false


			4164									LN			160			14			false			14   requests cancelation.						false


			4165									LN			160			15			false			15                   And Groth Equipment Corporation, D/B/A,						false


			4166									LN			160			16			false			16   Groquip, Contract 20100619 in Ascension Parish, both						false


			4167									LN			160			17			false			17   companies request cancelation.						false


			4168									LN			160			18			false			18               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4169									LN			160			19			false			19                   All right.  All of these have been						false


			4170									LN			160			20			false			20   requested cancelation by the companies themselves.						false


			4171									LN			160			21			false			21                   Are there any comments from the public						false


			4172									LN			160			22			false			22   concerning the cancelation request of the companies?						false


			4173									LN			160			23			false			23               (No response.)						false


			4174									LN			160			24			false			24               MR. WINDHAM:						false


			4175									LN			160			25			false			25                   Is there a motion?						false


			4176									PG			161			0			false			page 161						false


			4177									LN			161			1			false			 1                   The motion has been made by Senator						false


			4178									LN			161			2			false			 2   Thompson; seconded by Representative Devillier.						false
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