

LOUISIANA SWEET POTATO ADVERTISING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

June 24, 2020

DRAFT MINUTES
10:00 AM
Alexandria Evacuation MegaShelter , LSUA 
8125 Hwy 71S.
Alexandria, LA 71302

1) CALL TO ORDER

Vice Chairman Jason Ables called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM
2) ROLL CALL
Members Present


Members Absent 
Jason Ables 




Hunter Fife
Larry Fontenot




Cynthia Vead







Garry Jones






Todd O’Neal




Dr. Tara Smith
3) DECLARATION OF QUORUM
Rene Simon called roll and declared a quorum.
4) PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Members spoke of Mr. Venoy Kinnaird’s passing and the loss to the industry
5) APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JANUARY 8, 2020 MEETING
A motion was made by Mr. Todd O’Neal accept the minutes as presented.  It was seconded by Mr. Cindy Vead and passed unanimously.
6) FINANCIAL REPORT


Mr. Rene Simon presented the financial report to the board. A motion was made by Mr. Larry Fontenot to accept the financial report as presented.  It was seconded by Mr. Todd O’Neal and passed unanimously.
7) DIRECTOR’S REPORT
· Attended the USSPC Annual Convention in Nashville, TN 
· Interviewed by Matthew Ogg with Produce Business for an update on industry

· Participated in a number of webinars on Corona Virus Food Assistance Program
· With great sadness, attended Venoy Kinnaird’s funeral services

8) REPORT FROM THE GRAHAM GROUP 
Candy Domengeaux and Kathy Andersen of the Graham Group updated the board on the current marketing strategies that Graham Group has been working on for the Sweet Potato Commission. 
9) OTHER BUSINESS

Proposed Budget of FY 2020 -2021: 
A motion was made by Mr. Larry Fontenot to accept the budget as presented.  It was seconded by Mr. Todd O’Neal and passed unanimously.
LSU AgCenter Update
Dr. Mike Salassi and Dr. Tara Smith gave an update on the status of the AgCenter, the Sweet Potato Station and Faculty updates
LDAF Horticulture/Quarantine Program Update

Richard Miller, Administrative Coordinator, reported that LDAF had a Guava Root Knot Nematode at Black Gold Famrs.  The find was in certified seed potatoes from North Carolina.  Black Gold has been placed under a compliance agreement with LDAF. 

He also reported that there were several weevil finds in the Green Tag area of the state.  One of the finds was at the Sweet Potato Research Station and the others were at private farms.  LDAF is using existing protocol to work with all involved to remedy the issue.  
10) NOMINATIONS FOR COMMISSION MEMBERS
Three Commission Members must be replaced.  Mr. Kinnaird’s passing; Brian Barham’s resignation due to no longer growing sweet potatoes, and Larry Fontenot term is ending caused these vacancies.  The Commission nominated Charles Brown, Matt Garber, Todd Cullen, Chad Quibedeaux, Melvin Chapel, and James Deshotel.  The nominees will be asked if they wish to be considered.  Commissioner Strain will then pick from this list of those who answered positive.  

11) PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mr. Fontenot noted that friends of Venoy Kinnaird are working to establish a Scholarship in Mr. Kinnaird’s name at the LSU AgCenter.  
Mr. Brian Breaux, Louisiana Farm Bureau, spoke about the Corona Virus Food Assistance Program and how it may benefit the industry  
12) ADJOURN
A motion was made by Mr. Larry Fontenot to adjourn the meeting.  It was seconded by Mr. Garry Jones and passed unanimously.   The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 AM.

