
LOUISIANA SWEET POTATO ADVERTISING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

January 8, 2020

 MINUTES
1:00 PM
LSU AgCenter

Dewitt Livestock Facility

100 Greg Marshal Dr.
Alexandria, LA 71302

1) CALL TO ORDER

Interim Chairman Dr. Tara Smith called the meeting to order at 1:10 PM
2) ROLL CALL
Members Present


Members Absent 
Jason Ables 




Larry Fontenot
Brian Barham

Hunter Fife




Cynthia Vead







Venoy Kinnaird





Garry Jones






Todd O’Neal




Dr. Tara Smith
3) DECLARATION OF QUORUM
Melanie Tullier called roll and declared a quorum.
4) PUBLIC COMMENTS 
The Commission welcomed new member Cindy Vead and thanked Matt Garber for his many years of service to the Commission as a member and Chairman. 
5) APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JULY 9, 2019 MEETING
A motion was made by Mr. Jason Ables to accept the minutes as presented.  It was seconded by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird and passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JULY 23, 2019 MEETING
A motion was made by Mr. Jason Ables to accept the minutes as presented.  It was seconded by Mr. Brian Barham and passed unanimously.

6) FINANCIAL REPORT


Mr. Rene Simon presented the financial report to the board. A motion was made by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird to accept the financial report as presented.  It was seconded by Mr. Jason Ables and passed unanimously.
7) DIRECTOR’S REPORT
· Did not attend the USSPC annual summer meeting in Washington DC due to Hurricane Barry
· Exhibited at the Louisiana Restaurant Association’s Trade Show in New Orleans in August.
· Travel on a USDA Trade Mission to Canada.  
· Exhibited at the Produce Marketing Association’s Fresh Summit in Anaheim, CA

8) REPORT FROM THE GRAHAM GROUP 
Candy Domengeaux and Kathy Andersen of the Graham Group updated the board on the current marketing strategies that Graham Group has been working on for the Sweet Potato Commission. 
9) OTHER BUSINESS

a. Election of Officers: 
A motion was made by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird to nominate Mr. Brian Braham as Chairman of the Commission.  It was seconded by Mr. Todd O’Neal and passed unanimously.
Mr. Barham assumes the chair and conducts the remainder of the meeting.
A motion was made by Mr. Garry Jones to nominate Mr. Jason Ables as the Vice Chairman.  It was seconded by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird and passed unanimously.  

b. LDAF Horticulture/Quarantine Program Update

Richard Miller, Administrative Coordinator, reported that LDAF had done 17 inspections to ensure no North Carolina Fresh Market Sweet Potatoes were being sold in stores.  Three stores had North Carolina product.  Those sweet potatoes were confiscated and destroyed.   

Also investigated sweet potatoes from California to ensure the proper tags were being displayed.  Five of these inspections turned up sweet potatoes with no green tags.  These sweet potatoes were confiscated and destroyed.  
10) PUBLIC COMMENT 
The Commission thanked Dr. Rogers Leonard for all of his support and wished him well in his retirement.  

11) ADJOURN
A motion was made by Mr. Todd O’Neal to adjourn the meeting.  It was seconded by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird and passed unanimously.   The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 pm.

