
LOUISIANA SWEET POTATO ADVERTISING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

July 14, 2017
10:00 AM
Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry
Veterans’ Memorial Auditorium

5825 Florida Blvd

Baton Rouge, LA 70806

1) CALL TO ORDER
Dr. Tara Smith called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM.
2) ROLL CALL
Members Present


Members Absent 
Melvin Chappell


Rickey Ables
Hunter Fife




Larry Fontenot

Garry Jones




Matt Garber

Venoy Kinnaird


Todd O’Neal

Dr. Tara Smith

3) DECLARATION OF QUORUM
Melanie Tullier called roll and declared a quorum.
4) PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments.
5) ELECTION OF OFFICERS

A motion was made by Mr. Kinnaird to elect Matt Garber as Chairman.  It was seconded by Mr. Jones, and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Mr. Jones to elect Rickey Ables as Vice Chairman.  It was seconded by Mr. Kinnaird, and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Mr. Kinnaird to elect Dr. Tara Smith as Interim Chairman Pro Tem to run the meeting.  It was seconded by Mr. Fife, and passed unanimously.

6) APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM MARCH 30, 2017 MEETING
A motion was made by Mr. Kinnaird to approve the minutes from the March 30, 2017 meeting.  It was seconded by Mr. Fife and passed unanimously.

7) FINANCIAL REPORT


Mr. Simon presented the financial report to the board.  A motion was made by Mr. Fife  to approve the financial report.  It was seconded by Mr. Kinnaird and passed unanimously.

8) DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· The commission was a sponsor of the Louisiana Crawfish Boil-off.
· Attended the Associated Grocers Food Show at Lamar Dixon in Gonzales.
· Work continues on the 2019 USSPC Convention in New Orleans.
· Participated in the Eat Local New Orleans Challenge.

· The current law that governs the commission has been changed to allow 9 members.

9) REPORT FROM DIANE ALLEN AND ASSOCIATES AND CONSIDERATION OF THE FY 2017 – 2018 ADVERTISING BUDGET
Mr. Al McDuff and Mrs. Nancy Steiner updated the board on the current marketing strategies that Diane Allen and Associates is working on for the Sweet Potato Commission.

Mr. Al McDuff presented the proposed advertising budget for the 2017 – 2018 fiscal year. 

10) OTHER BUSINESS

a. CONSIDERATION OF FY 2017 – 2018 BUDGET

Mr. Simon presented the proposed FY 2017 - 2018 budget to the board. Mr. Fife made a motion to accept the proposed budget. It was seconded by Mr. Kinnaird and passed unanimously.

b. NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE DEPARTMENTS OF AGRICULTURE (NASDA)

Mr. Kinnaird made a motion for a sponsorship of $1,000 for NASDA.  It was seconded by Mr. Fife, and passed unanimously.

11) PUBLIC COMMENT
· Dr. Smith notified the commission that the committees for the 2019 USSPC Convention be developed at the upcoming field day.

· Richard Miller notified the commission that attempts are being made to change the trapping protocol by next growing season.

· Mr. Fife updated the board on Mertec in Louisiana.

· LSU thanked the commission for their continued support.

12) ADJOURN
A motion was made by Mr. Kinnard to adjourn the meeting.  It was seconded by Mr. Fife and passed unanimously at 11:24 am.

