STRAWBERRY MARKETING BOARD

Minutes for Meeting Held on January 12, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 6:10 pm by Chairman Chris Olah at the Hammond district office of the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry office at 47076 North Morrison Blvd, Hammond, LA.  
Patricia Dayberry conducted the roll call. Chairman Olah announced that a quorum was present.  
MEMBERS PRESENT                                               
MEMBERS NOT PRESENT         

Commissioner Mike Strain, DVM                                         
Chairperson of the Ponchatoula Strawberry Festival           
Mr. Chris Olah, Chairman                                
Dr. Regina Bracy
Mr. William Fletcher, Vice Chairman
Mr. Mark Liuzza
Mr. Eric Morrow                                                                            

Mrs. Rhonda Poche’





Mr. Kevin Liuzza

Mrs. Lucy Mike                                                                          
Mr. Wayne Howes

Mr. Blaine Dayries
Mrs. Heather Robertson

Guests 
Paul Blair, Director Strawberry Marketing Board
Patricia Dayberry – LDAF

E. B Thompson - LDAF Livestock Brand Officer

Michelle Estay - LDAF

Michael Capadona – Caps Produce

Joey Liuzza – Liuzza Produce

Gerald Garrison - Garrison Advertising
Stephen Lechich - Louisiana Network

Nick Gagliano - Gagliano Group

John B. Edwards – State House of Representatives – District 72

Johnny Morgan - LSU AgCenter 
Sam Irwin – Press Secretary - LDAF
Jeanne S. Smith - Louisiana Public Broadcasting 

Mr. John Bell Edwards made a brief statement about receiving his invitation to attend this meeting and thanked the Board for the opportunity to attend.  He hoped that the farmers had faired well with the cold weather and also he came to find out what the Strawberry Board is all about.  He also offered his assistance to anyone that may have a care or concern that he could assist with.      
MOTION:
Mr. Eric Morrow moved to approve the minutes from the January 8, 2009 meeting as written.  William Fletcher seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Paul Blair presented the financial statement and collection reports. 
MOTION:
Mr. Blaine Dayries moved to approve the reports as discussed.  Mr. Eric Morrow seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. Heather Robertson arrived late and was accepted to the Board.

No one from LSU Ag Center was present to present the strawberry research.  Mr. Johnny Morgan, who is with the LSU Ag Center, is in communications not research.
The board began their discussion of the Strawberry Promotions aspect of the agenda.

Mrs. Michelle Estay explained how she had grant money available through the specialty crop fund for promotions.  She can help the Board out with printing recipe cards, bin signs and shelf talkers that can be placed in grocery stores or at the farmers markets.  Mrs. Estay asked the Board for any suggestions on logos, recipes or designs for the bin signs or for the shelf talkers.  She has money available for radio spots for the farmers market and road side stands.  This money would be for the general promotion for all specialty crops.  Mrs. Estay asked the Board for what time frame would be the best for advertising for their crop.  The Board suggested that during the month of March would be ideal for promoting strawberries.  She will continue to apply for grants for specialty crops and is looking for any ideas that the Board may have for Louisiana grown products such as logos, emblems, brochures, etc.  Also think about what else your industry may need and could use the grant money for like equipment, research and feasibility studies.
Commissioner Mike Strain, DVM arrived and the Board would like to have the minutes make note of his presence.

Nick Gagliano from The Gagliano Group presented to the Board his advertising and promotion recommendations.

Gerald Garrison of Garrison Advertising made a presentation on various promotion projects.
Steve Lechich of Louisiana Network made a state wide radio proposal. 
Jeanne Smith with Louisiana Public Broadcasting made a proposal for public television, telethons, phone banks and magazines.
Mrs. Lucy Mike discussed all of the extra promotions that she has been during on Louisiana strawberries at the Jazz Fest each weekend and the honor she had to serve the International Culinary Association Louisiana goodies at the River Walk in New Orleans.  Mrs. Lucy Mike also wanted to thank Anthony Liuzza for donating all the strawberries that are used during these promotions.

Kevin Liuzza discussed how the Board can trace back berries to their original origin.  Commissioner Strain discussed the new issues with food safety from USDA on tracing commodities back to the field where it was grown.  Development of standards and certifications for Louisiana products are now being looked into.   These standards and certifications are going to help promote and sell Louisiana products.  

Commissioner Strain mentioned that Public Service Announcements will be done early in the mornings on television for promoting products.  LSU Ag Center is currently working on the Market Making Project through USDA along with the extension office and they can link a producer with a purchaser on all commodities.  The Farm Service Agency for your area can work with you on documenting any of your losses or damages to your crop due to any weather conditions.  In the meantime if they cannot get to you soon enough, keep documented records for yourself, pictures, notes, etc. 
MOTION:
Mr. Chris Olah made a motion that the board go into Executive Session.  Mr. Eric Morrow seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
MOTION:
Mr. William Fletcher made a motion that the board come out of Executive Session.  Mr. Eric Morrow seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   

MOTION:
Mr. William Fletcher moved to allocate $19,900.00 to The Gagliano Group for television advertising.  Mrs. Lucy Mike seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
MOTION:
Mr. William Fletcher moved to allocate $3,460.00 to Garrison Advertising for statewide newspaper internet banner ads to begin running on March 1st.  Mr. Wayne Howes seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

MOTION:
Mr. William Fletcher moved to allocate $9,000.00 to Louisiana Network, pending approval of reduced price on statewide radio advertisements.  Mr. Eric Morrow seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

MOTION:
Mr. William Fletcher moved to appropriate $500.00 to the Future Farmers of America (FFA) for service awards. Mrs. Rhonda Poche’ seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

OTHER BUSINESS 
No other business.  Mr. Johnny Morgan, with LSU Ag Center just needed to get a quote from Mr. William Fletcher, on the freeze damage to the strawberry crop.  There will be a news story, radio and television footage coming out.
MOTION:
Mr. Wayne Howes moved to adjourn. Mr. Eric Morrow seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

