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MEMBERS ABSENT:
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OTHERS PRESENT:
Rogers Leonard and Kyle McCann

Chairman Schexnayder called the meeting to order and reviewed the agenda. The Board agreed to look at all requests after the financial reports were given.

ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.

Kyle McCann then reviewed the December collections report and the YTD collections from the LDAF were presented and reviewed.  The current cash position as of January 21, 2014 and the assessment income projections for the 2013 crop were then presented (see attached).  The Board discussed the projections and agreed to use the soybean net assessment income estimate based on a $13.00 per bushel of  $ 1,641,626 and the wheat and corn assessment income estimate of $ 556,860 in establishing available funds for the 2014 projects.  The sorghum pass back allocation from the United Sorghum Checkoff Program (USCP) for 2014 projects was $ 61,548.13. Sorghum project allocations were made at the previous meeting.  The Board also reviewed the budget worksheet that would be completed by the funding decisions made at the meeting.  The Board also briefly discussed the current legal status of check off programs in Louisiana and what impacts this could have on their programs.
Chairman Schexnayder then led a discussion on how to proceed with the consideration of projects and the consideration of any modifications to any continuing or new projects proposed.  Rogers Leonard, with the LSU AgCenter, briefly reviewed the overall research request and covered the projects that had been wrapped up and new projects submitted.  While understanding that continuing projects often change various objectives over time, the Board was interested in more projects being completed and new projects developed.
ACTION NO. 2
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, that the Board encourage the principle investigators to close out old projects and develop completely new projects.

The Board then considered and reviewed each of the research project proposals submitted by the LSU AgCenter and discussed the details of the projects. The Board asked that Dr. Sabliov,pg 118, to come to a conclusion this year. They agreed to fund the internet and app portion of the project submitted by Dr. Gould,pg 148, for $12,750 for corn and wheat.  They also agreed to fund Dr. Tubana, pg 65, for one more year but specifically asked that she submit a new project next year.  The Board also discussed other projects related to corn and sorghum research and the work conducted on red shoulder stink bug.

The Board set funding levels to each continuing project.  They then considered each new project. The final allocations for the LSU AgCenter were established at $ 1,463,266 in total for 2014 with soybean funding at $ 919,399 and wheat and corn at $ 479,446 and sorghum at $ 64,412. The attached 2014 project list contains the projects approved and funded for 2014-2015 with the LSU AgCenter. 
The Board then considered the other research and promotional organizations’ funding. Board members briefly spoke on the activities of each organization. The Board last year had agreed to fund MSSB $51,843 for a new project if the other states also approved it.  The other MSSB states have now approved the project and it will begin this year. The Board agreed to support the MSSB project and fund it at $51,843 for 2014.The Board also discussed the NCGA and the AMCOE work conducted by them.  It was recommended that the funding level of $85,000 remain the same for 2014.  They next considered the USGC and recommended the funding remain the same at $20,000 for 2014.  
The Board then briefly discussed the annual request of the FFA Foundation.
ACTION NO. 3
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, that the Board provide support of up to $1,000 to the FFA Foundation.
The Board then reviewed the total allocations to the LSU AgCenter research projects and the organizational funding levels before determining the total budget for the year.  The Budget worksheet was completed and reviewed after all projects and funding levels had been agreed upon. 
ACTION NO. 4
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, to approve the 2014 budget and funding levels and to approve the necessary contracts with all the respective organizations NCGA, USGC, LSU AgCenter, MSSB and the USCP.
The Board then discussed the outreach efforts of the USDA and USB regarding representation on the USB. 

The Board next discussed the issues and efforts being made regarding check off programs in Louisiana.

ACTION NO. 5
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, that the LSGRPB supports the continuation of all the current check off programs under its jurisdiction and further supports corrective legislation to address the constitutional issues by deleting all referendum provisions.
The Board next agreed to meet at the LSU AgCenter’s Northeast field day on June 17th.

Dr. Leonard thanked the Board for their support and input on the research conducted by the LSU AgCenter.
There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.
__________________________________

__________________

 Chairman 






Date
