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After the research reports were presented, Jackie Loewer called the meeting to order.  The Board then reviewed the meeting agenda.

ACTION
A motion was made by Wayne Wild, seconded and carried, to 

    #1 

approve the minutes of the previous meeting as presented.

Frankie Gould with the LSU AgCenter reviewed the Board’s annual rice research report and discussed the details on stories to be included as well as the timing of the publication.  The Board was presented the first draft and asked to communicate any ideas or thoughts they had regarding the publication.

Kyle McCann then presented the LDAF October collections report.  Judy Earles presented the financial report. 
ACTION
A motion was made by Clarence Berken, seconded and carried, to  

#2

change the format of the historical collections information to a fiscal year report.

ACTION
A motion was made by Richard Fontenot, seconded and carried, to  

    #3

accept the financial and collections reports.

The FY 2010 audit was then reviewed and presented to the Board.
ACTION
A motion was made by Richard Fontenot, seconded to

    #4

receive and file the audit report.

Richard Fontenot then presented the budget committee’s report and the proposed operating budget.  He reviewed the research projects included in the recommendation as well as the other contracts and operating expenses of the Board (see budget committee minutes).  Kyle McCann then reviewed the income estimates, reserve balances as of 6/30/10, the board operational budget estimates for FY 2011, the total proposed funding levels proposed by the committee and the projected ending reserves for 6/30/11.   
ACTION
A motion was made by Richard Fontenot, seconded to  

#5

offered the Budget Committee’s recommendation of full funding for approval for the 2011 budget and project funding levels. 

The Board then discussed some of the new projects proposed.  Richard Fontenot reviewed the projects and the funding levels proposed.  After some discussion the following amendment was made to the committee recommendation:
· An amendment was made by Clarence Berken, seconded and carried, eliminate the proposed funding of $29,000 for the new project by Sathivel, “ Soluble Rice Brain Fibers and Determination of Resistant Starch in Milled Louisiana Rice Varieties”, and ask that the project be submitted to the Rice Foundation.

· An amendment was made by Richard Fontenot to increase the funding level by $5,000 for the continuing project of Salassi, “Economic Analysis of Rice Production and Farm Management in Louisiana.”
· The Board then voted on the original motion as amended.  The Motion passed and the budget was approved.

Total project funding was set at $1,471,830 with total TRQ funding set at $23,625 and total checkoff funding set ay $ 1,448,205. Projected ending reserves for 6/30/11 were estimated to be $545,550.  See attached Budget.
ACTION
A motion was made by Dane Hebert, seconded and carried, to  

#6

approved the necessary contracts in the amounts as contained in the approved budget (LSU AgCenter, USA Rice Federation, Rice Foundation, Don Earles, and Kyle McCann).  

The Board then had a brief discussion regarding Clearfield technology.  They discussed out crossing and dormancy issues as well as grower responsibilities.  The Board also expressed the need for growers to press Ricetech to get them to allow the station to do research and publish their analysis of the technology.
Dr.  Linscombe gave an overview of the Rice Station activities and discussed at length the sustainability issue and the process that is developing with Kelloggs.  He encouraged growers to become aware and be involved in this issue as it continues to develop.
Jackie Loewer then presented an update on the seed rice plan, the USA Rice Producers Group, the Rice Foundation and Federation activities. 

The Board thanked Dr. Boethel for his years of service.    He reviewed some of the budget challenges ahead and thanked the Board for their dedication and input in support of rice research.
The Board held a brief executive session.  The board discussed participating in the funding of a graduate student scholarship in entomology that was being created and named in honor of Dr. David Boethel.  Several agricultural groups and Boards were participating. This would help advance entomology research and benefit the rice industry.  After the session the following motion was made.

 ACTION
A motion was made by Richard Fontenot, seconded and carried to  

      #7

fund a graduate student scholarship in entomology in the amount of $1,000 from the budgeted miscellaneous fund. 


The Board then discussed intellectual property rights.  They reviewed the experience with Clearfield technology and discussed the new Hybrid rice development project that they are helping to fund.  Based on how technology is being licensed or handled in general today, they felt that these issues need to be addressed in future contracts.  Mainly they expressed the desire to have a say in the control of the technology or share in royalties in some manner so that additional resources would be available for future rice research.  They agreed to research language to address the IP issue for the purpose of generating revenue from royalties to be dedicated to rice research. 

There being no additional business the meeting was adjourned.
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