MINUTES

LOUISIANA RICE RESEARCH BOARD

Crowley, Louisiana

July 1, 2010
MEMBERS

Jackie Loewer, Richard Fontenot, Linda Zaunbrecher, Clarence 
PRESENT:

Berken, Johnny Hensgens, Fred Zaunbrecher, Bobby Miller, Donald Berken, Dane Hebert and Wayne Wild

MEMBERS

 

ABSENT:

Brian Wild, Sammy Noel and John Boudreaux
OTHERS

Kyle McCann, David Boethel, Frankie Gould, Mike Salassi,
PRESENT:

Steve Linscombe, Bruce Schultz, John Owen, John Russin, Linda Sieh, Anthony Rivera, Don Earles, Don Molino, Carrie Castille, Carol Bastain and Frank Reirman

Chairman Jackie Loewer called the meeting to order. He commented on the excellent field day. He then reviewed the meeting agenda. He also commented on the latest developments regarding the EU market and the GMO issue.
ACTION
A motion was made by Johnny Hensgens, seconded and carried, to approve
     #1             the minutes of the November 10, 2009 meeting. 

ACTION
A motion was made by Richard Fontenot, seconded and carried, to approve
     #2             the minutes of the February 8, 2010 meeting. 

Carrie Castille then presented the June 10, 2010 collections report from the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry.    
Don Earles then presented the May 31, 2010 financial report. As of May 31 the Board had $1,217,255 in assets and but had one half of the contractual obligations left to pay for the year. Members then discussed the Board’s financial position. Kyle McCann indicated that if collections continued the ending reserves would be higher than projected at the budget meeting.

Chairman Loewer then gave an update on USA Rice Federation activities.  He also discussed the Rice Foundation activities and indicated that others states were following Louisiana’s lead in increasing their contribution to the Foundation. 
The Board then considered the election of officers.
Clarence Berken nominated Jackie Loewer for Chairman.  There being no other nominations he was elected by acclamation.  

ACTION
A motion was made by Fred Zaunbrecher, seconded and carried, that the 

    # 3

remaining officers be reelected, Clarence Berken Vice-Chairman, and Richard Fontenot Secretary-Treasurer.

Dr. Steve Linscombe, Southwest Regional Director, LSU AgCenter, gave an update on activities at the station, on station scientists and reviewed the field day. He also commented on the efforts to address the sustainability issue for rice.  The Board briefly discussed the sustainability issue.

Frankie Gould reviewed the layout, number of publications, and items to be included in the Board’s publication.  The Board then discussed the rice research publication.  She asked that if anyone had any specific ideas or input for the publication to forward them through Steve.
The Board then considered the appointment of the budget committee.  The committee members were named.  Members named were:  Richard Fontenot, Jackie Loewer, Bobby Miller, Wayne Wild, Brian Wild, Johnny Boudreaux. 
ACTION
A motion was made by Linda Zaunbrecher, seconded and carried, to
     #4             approve the of the budget committee of Richard Fontenot, Jackie Loewer, Bobby Miller, Wayne Wild, Brian Wild, and Johnny Boudreaux. 

The Board discussed the Budget committee meeting date and the project review/Board meeting date.  They also discussed the format of the reviews of 15 minutes for full reports and 5 minutes for abbreviated reports and inviting all other Boards to attend.  
ACTION
A motion was made by Richard Fontenot, seconded and carried, to approve
   #5              set the date for the budget and review meetings for November 2, 2010 at 6 pm and November 16, 2010, at 8 am respectively.  

Dr. Boethel then reviewed the current budget situation that the LSU AgCenter is 

facing and thanked the Board for their support both financial and leadership.  He also 
reviewed the Clearfield revenues shared within the system.


Dr. Linscombe then discussed Dr. Lee’s work in hybrid rice and discussed public
 hybrid rice development.

Dr. Salassi then briefly reviewed the work being conducted regarding the determination of costs related to harvesting down rice.  This was brought about by an effort to develop an insurance product to address these losses.

There being no additional business, the meeting was adjourned.
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