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Crowley, LA
A meeting of the Louisiana Rice Promotion Board was held on July 1, 2009 at the LSU Rice Research Station.

Officers and Members Present: Kevin Berken, Mindy Hetzel, Jimmy Hoppe, Christian Richard and Robert Thevis
Officers and Members Not Present: Damian Bollich, Jeff Durand, Ronald Habetz and Wayne Zaunbrecher.
Staff Present: Randy Jemison, Nicole Broussard, Roy Johnson and Scott Privat
Others Present:  Johnny Broussard, Holley Clegg, Michael Dana, Mary Jemison, Geri McNeal, Linda Sieh and Jamie Warshaw.
Call to order, certification of a quorum, agenda review, approval of December 18, 2008 minutes and opening comments.

Chairman Berken called the LARPB meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. and certified that a quorum was present.  He presented the agenda to the members for review.  


MOTION by Mindy Hetzel; Second by Christian Richard 

To accept the agenda as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Robert Thevis
To accept the minutes of the December 18, 2008 meeting as mailed.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

USA Rice Federation Chairman, Jamie Warshaw, thanked the board for its continued relationship with the USA Rice Council (USARC) and assured the board that USARC would continue to be good stewards of the promotion assessments should the board agree to renew its contract with them.
Louisiana Department of Ag & Forestry (LADAF) Report
Roy Johnson gave a brief update on LADAF rice promotion assessments stating that collections for the period July 2008 through May 2009 totaled $695,505.39 with expenses for collection through May at $12,000 and a total paid to the promotion board of $683,505.39.  He noted that LADAF’s payment to LARPB for June 2009 collections would be $45,634.81 which would make the total payments for 2008-09 of$729,140.20.
Geri McNeal with the LADAF briefly described the LA Farm and Agribusiness Recovery Grant and Loan Program and to assist industry stakeholders with losses from Hurricanes Gustav and Ike.

Chairman Berken asked Roy Johnson to thank Dr. Strain, LADAF Commissioner, for maintaining his promotion assessments collection fees at $12,000.
LARPB Financial Report 
Nicole Broussard, CPA with Broadhurst, Hamilton & Co., rendered the LARPB financial report noting that assessments for the year ending June 30, 2008 totaled $741,140 as compared to $574,790 for the year ending June 30, 2007.  Broussard noted that expenses for the year ending June 30, 2008 totaled $731,473, which included payments to USA Rice Council of $670,000.  She noted that the current assets totaled $40,375.
Broussard stated actual receipts and expenses for the year ending June 30, 2009 varied from those budgeted, which necessitated the need to amend the budget.  She presented an amended budget that included revenues of $741,140 and expenses of $731,473 with an excess of revenue over expenses of $9,667.
MOTION by Mindy Hetzel; Second by Christian Richard
To accept the amended budget as presented by Broussard
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
USA Rice Federation (USARF) and USA Rice Council (USARC) Financial Reports

Linda Sieh, USA Rice Federation VP of Finance and Administration, presented the USARF and USARC financial statements for April 30, 2009 and 2008.  She noted that total member contributions to USARF through April 2009 was $4,880,712 with other revenue of $16,341,199 and total program service expenditures of $20,669,460.  She further noted that USARC reserves or net assets as April 30, 2009 were $3,673,718.

Act on 2009-10 Contracts

Scott Privat presented the contracts between the LARPB and Broadhurst, Hamilton & Co., Privat & Privat, USA Rice Council, and USA Rice Producers’ Group.
MOTION by Mindy Hetzel; Second by Christian Richard
To renew 2009-10 contract with Broadhurst, Hamilton & Co. for an annual payment of $2000
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY


MOTION by Robert Thevis; Second by Jimmy Hoppe


To renew the 2009-10 contract with Privat and Privat for $1000


MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION by Robert Thevis; Second by Christian Richard


To renew the 2009-10 contract with USA Rice Council with set payment limits of not 

less than $400,000 or more than $1,000,000.


MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY


MOTION by Mindy Hetzel; Second by Jimmy Hoppe


To renew that 2009-10 contract with USA Rice Producers Group that includes

 annual fees not to exceed $20,000.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
In-State Promotion Projects
LA Rice – Awesome Project Report
Jemison reported that the total budget for the project that was allocated in separate actions since June 28, 2007 totaled $28,000.  He further noted that total expenditures equaled $24,258.76.
Steve Gibbs with TagTeam Global joined the meeting via conference call.  Jemison reported results of the public relations campaign for the education project noting that all targeted media markets as well as others were reached with more than 550,000 media impressions generated.

Gibbs presented various project proposals for 2010 including: production and distribution in rice-growing parishes similar to that of 2009 for a cost of $12,000; a public relations campaign similar to that of 2009 for $12,000; and expanded state-wide program for $6,200 and a New Orleans/Baton Rouge program with two options, the first costing $3,500 and the second costing $2,400.
Following discussion the board agreed to conduct a program similar to the 2009 effort without employing the services of TagTeam to conduct a public relations campaign.  Rather the board agreed that each board member would contact schools in their area to solicit their participation in a media event to highlight the education project.  The board also agreed to solicit an inner-city school in New Orleans, possibly Ben Franklin Elementary, to participate.
MOTION by Mindy Hetzel; Second by Robert Thevis

To allocate $15,000 for the 2010 LA Rice – Awesome education project to include
 $12,000 for revisions and production of the study guides with distribution to the 
elementary schools in the rice-growing parishes, and $3,000 to facilitate use of the 
study guides by an inner-city elementary school in New Orleans with a public 
relations effort 
for that school only.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

National Rice Month 5-K Rice Run

Mindy Hetzel thanked the board for its 2008 sponsorship and gave a brief report on the event.  She then requested that the board sponsor the 2009 event at $1,200.
MOTION by Christian Richard; Second by Robert Thevis
To support the 2009 NRM 5K Rice Run with a sponsorship of up to $1200.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
LA Farm Bureau “This Week in LA Agriculture” Cooking Segment Sponsorship Request
Mike Dana with LA Farm Bureau requested that the board be one of four major sponsors for twelve cooking segments to be aired on its weekly TV program.  Holley Clegg, the featured chef, answered questions regarding content and commodities featured on the segment.
Dana stated that a major sponsorship of $5,000 would provide: 

1. Pre- and post-segment audio bumpers featuring the LARPB logo.

2. A 30-second ad in the show

3. A year round web ad on the TWILA Web site.

4. Posting of segments on the TWILA Web site.

5. The use of rice in segments as often as possible in the remaining 11 segments (One segment has already been taped).

6. LARPB logo displayed visibly in the kitchen during each segment.

Dana noted that the LA Crawfish Promotion Board had already agreed to be a major sponsor and that in addition to rice; beef and seafood would be asked to be major sponsors.

MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Christian Richard
To provide a major sponsorship of $5,000 to LA Farm Bureau Federation for their cooking segment to be aired on its weekly TV program, This Week in LA Agriculture.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Red Bean and Rice Bowl
Chairman Berken reminded the board that it had agreed to participate in the inaugural “Red Beans and Rice Bowl”, the annual football game between the University of Central AR and McNeese State University, and to host the event in 2009.  Revenue generated from the annual event will go to a local food bank.

Hetzel reported on the 2008 AR event at which she represented LARPB.
Following the expressed consensus of the board to participate in the 2009 event, Chairman Berken requested that Ronald Habetz, Mindy Hetzel, and Jimmy Hoppe serve on a planning and implementation committee which he would chair.

Berken then indicated that the next step would be to meet with McNeese officials and Abraham’s Tent to begin planning the event.

MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Mindy Hetzel

To host the second annual Red Beans and Rice Bowl and to allocate $5,000, including $2,500 for a sponsorship and $2,500 for implementation of the event.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

New Orleans Restaurant & Chef Recognition

Jimmy Hoppe suggested that the board coordinate with the USA Rice Domestic Promotion team through funding to identify and compile a list of New Orleans restaurants that serve U.S.-grown rice and provide the list to attendees of the USA Rice Federation Outlook conference in December.  Additionally he recommended that selected LA chefs that use/promote U.S.-grown rice be recognized during the conference.

MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Mindy Hetzel

To coordinate with USA Rice Federation’s Domestic Promotion team to:

1. Survey and identify New Orleans restaurants that use/promote U.S.-grown rice, develop a “Recommended Dining” brochure listing the restaurants and to provide the brochure to attendees of the USA Rice Federation Outlook conference in December 2009. 

2. Identify and recognize, during the conference, selected LA chefs who use/promote U.S.-grown rice.  

3. Allocate $2,500 for the restaurant and chef recognition project. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Chairman Berken appointed Mindy Hetzel to be the LARPB point person to work with USA Rice on the project.
Develop 2008-09 Budget

The board entered into a discussion of expected planted acreage and yields for the 2008-09 rice crop and agreed to develop the year ending June 30, 2010 budget based on 420,000 planted acres yielding approximately 5800 pounds per acre.  The board then proposed the following budget.
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MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Robert Thevis
To accept the 2009-10 budget as developed by the board.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Election of Officers and Education Liaison on Ethics 

MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Robert Thevis
To reelect by acclamation the full slate of officers including Kevin Berken, chairman; Christian Richard, vice-chairman; and Wayne Zaunbrecher, secretary/treasurer;  and, to reappoint Christian Richard as the LARPB representative to the LA Rice Producers’ Group; to reappoint Scott Privat as ethics liaison.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Public Comments
Chairman Berken called for public comments.  None were received.

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:17 p.m.
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