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A meeting of the Louisiana Rice Promotion Board was held on June 30, 2011, 2010 at the LSU Rice Research Station.

Officers and Members Present: Kevin Berken, Jimmy Hoppe, Christian Richard, Jeff Durand, Robert Thevis, and Wayne Zaunbrecher
Officers and Members Not Present: Damian Bollich, Ronald Habetz and Mindy Hetzel.
Staff Present: Julie Baker Richard, Barbara Hamilton, Jaime LeJeune, Carrie Castille and Scott Privat
Others Present:  Michael Dana, Jennifer Marsh, Don Molino, Paul Coriel, Dwight Landreneaux, Randy Jemison, Mary Jemison, Anne Banville, Jim Guinn, Johnny Broussard, John Watkins, Greg Yielding, Tiffany Pruitt, Glendon Marceaux, Philip Watkins, Chris Krielow, Dwight Hollier, Lucas Berzas, and Blue Zaunbrecher.
Call to order, certification of a quorum, agenda review, approval of February 18, 2010 minutes and opening comments.

Chairman Berken called the LARPB meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. and certified that a quorum was present.  He presented the agenda to the members for review.  


MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Christian Richard
To accept the agenda as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION by Jeff Durand; Second by Robert Thevis
To accept the minutes of the February 18, 2011 meeting as mailed.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Louisiana Department of Ag & Forestry (LDAF) Report
Dr. Carrie Castille gave a brief update on LDAF rice promotion assessments stating that collections for the period July 2010 through June 30, 2011 totaled $1,003,389.19 with expenses for collection through June at $12,022.98 and a total paid to the promotion board of $991,366.21.  She noted that LADAF’s payment to LARPB for June 2010 collections would be $49,740.25.
Chairman Berken asked Dr. Castille to thank Dr. Strain, LADAF Commissioner, for maintaining his promotion assessments collection fees at $12,000.
MOTION by Robert Thevis; Second by Jimmy Hoppe
To accept the LDAF Report as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

LARPB Financial Report 
Barbara Hamilton, CPA with Broadhurst, Hamilton & Co., rendered the LARPB financial report noting that assessments for the year ending June 30, 2011 totaled $1,003,389 as compared to $935,211 for the year ending June 30, 2010.  Hamilton noted that expenses for the year ending June 30, 2011 totaled $1,003,614, which included payments to USA Rice Council of $948,000.  She reported that the current total net assets were $40,671.  There was a change in net assets of -$225.
The increase in office supplies spending was discussed.  The increase in office supplies were due to reordering letterhead, envelopes, and the Rice Promotion folders.

Hamilton stated actual receipts and expenses for the year ending June 30, 2011 varied from those budgeted, which necessitated the need to amend the budget.  She presented the following amended budget.
MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Jeff Durand
To accept the amended budget as presented by Hamilton
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION by Wayne Zaunbrecher; Second by Robert Thevis
To accept the financials as presented

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Amended budget on next page, page 3.
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FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2011
Original Actual at Amended
Budget June 29, 2011 Budget
REVENUES
Assessments $ 930,000 $ 1,003,389 $ 1.003.389
EXPENSES
Collection charges $ 12,000 $ 12,000 $ 12,000
Dues - U.S. Rice Producers 10,000 10,676 10,676
Miscellaneous 100 4,737 4,737
Professional services 4,550 4 550 4 550
Rice promotion
Ag Magic 1,000 1,000 1,000
Education Workbook 5,000 5,500 5,500
James Beard Event - - -
Farm Bureau - “This Week in LA Ag” 5,000 5,000 5,000
LA Network 5,000 4,995 4,995
Legislative Events 1,000 - -
Legislator/Public Education 5,500 - -
National Rice Month 1,200 - -
Miscellaneous - 23 23
Outlook Conference Promotion - - -
Red Beans and Rice Bowl 3,000 2,500 2,500
Yellow Rail and Rice Festival 500 500 500
Total rice promotion 27,200 19,518 19,518
Surety Bond 136 133 133
Travel 4,000 4,000 4,000
U. S. Rice Council 872,014 948.000 948,000
Total Expenses $ 930,000 $ 1,003,614 $ 1,003,614
EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER
EXPENSES $ - $  (225) $  (225)
APPROVED

Secretary of the Board




In-State, Board-Directed Promotion Projects Update
Jemison reviewed the in-state promotions project status report that had been provided to the board prior to the meeting including his funding recommendations for 2011-12 noted below. 
	2009-10 In-state Promotions Budget Status as of June 30, 2011
	Projected Costs 
2011-12

	Event/Activity
	Budget 
	Expenditures
	Variance
	

	Education Project
	$5,000
	$5,500
	($500)
	  $5,500

	AgMagic
	$1,000
	$1,000
	-0-
	$1,000

	LAFB Cooking Segment
	$5,000
	$5,000
	-0-
	$5,000

	NRM 5-K Rice Run
	$1,200
	-0-
	$1,200
	$1,200

	Red Beans & Rice Bowl
	$3,000
	$2,500
	$500
	   -0-

	NRM Radio Campaign
	$5,000
	$4,595
	$5
	$5,000

	Yellow Rails & Rice Festival
	$500
	$500
	-0-
	$500

	Legislator/Public Education
	$5,500
	$3,500
	$1,910
	    -0-

	Total
	$26,200
	$22,685
	$3,115
	$18,200


By Consensus of the Board the report was approved with funding decisions to be made during budget development.
Louisiana Independent Rice Producers Association (LIRPA) Funding Request
Chairman Berken noted that he had been asked by the LA Independent Rice Producers Association (LIRPA) to be added to the agenda to request funding for US Rice Producers Association (USRPA).  He referred the board’s to the USRPA financial information and related promotion activities information that had been provided to board members prior to the meeting. 
Chairman Berken asked members of the Louisiana Independent Rice Producers Association (LIRPA) to present their funding request to the board.  Philip Watkins, president of LIRPA, state that the LIRPA supports the promotion activities of its national group, USRPA, in Mexico and requested that LARPB provide $10,000 to USRPA for those promotion activities.  Watkins then called on Greg Yielding, USRPA Field Staff, to explain the intended use of the funding should it be provided.  Yielding indicated that the USRPA would use the funds in its school nutrition program, which according to Yielding currently services 70 percent of the Mexican population.  This program included school lunch programs and rice-cooking instructions to mothers.  Yielding noted that an independent third-party review of the program noted that the program was found to be significantly underfunded.  Yielding stated that the $10,000 would fund the school nutrition program for one month in 4 Mexican states.  He further noted that none of the funds would be used for administrative costs. 
Hearing no questions, Chairman Berken thanked LIRPA members for their interest in rice promotion and indicated that the board would act on their request prior to budget development.
USA Rice Council Funding Request
Chairman Berken referred the board members to the USA Rice Council funding request letter and supporting financial information that had been provided prior to the meeting.

He then called on USA Rice Council representatives to report on the use of the 2010-11 funding and plans for use future funding should it be provided.

Randy Jemison, director of LA Field Services for USA Rice Federation, reported to the board on past and continuing transparency and accountability practices regarding the use of LARPB funding and reviewed the organizational structure of USA Rice.  He also reviewed USA Rice’s funding mechanisms and presented its current revenue and expense budgets.

Jim Guinn, VP of International Promotion for USA Rice, outlined the member-driven approach to development of international rice-promotion strategic planning and noted that LA has nine producer members on the USA Rice International Promotion Committee.  Guinn outlined market access challenges and USA Rice’s response to each. He then reviewed promotion activities in international markets to which LA rice is exported.  He closed by outlining market access opportunities.
Anne Banville, VP of domestic promotion for USA Rice, reported that USA Rice Federation is the only group that actively leverages government food policy to grow the rice market, promotes the half of the rice crop that gets sold through the domestic market each year and whose programs are research based.  She reported that six LA farmers sit on the USA Rice Domestic Promotion Committee and involved in domestic promotion strategy development.  She then reviewed various promotion activities conducted by USA Rice and reported their results.
With no questions from the board Berken thanked USA Rice representatives for their report and stated that the board would act on their funding request prior to budget development.
LA Network Funding Request
Jennifer Marsh with Louisiana Network proposed that the LARPB join with the LA Cattlemen’s Association for a second year in a September “Beef & Rice – It’s what’s for dinner” radio campaign designed to raise the public’s awareness of both industries and build good will.  The proposal would be for 18 commercials each 60 seconds long aired multiple times a day over their entire state nework.  The campaign would cost LARPB would be $5000. 

LA Farm Bureau – Mike Dana
Mike Dana with LA Farm Bureau (LAFB) requested that the board renew its $5000 sponsorship for the cooking segment that is featured on the LAFB TV program, This Week in LA Agriculture.  During the 2010-2011 broadcast year rice was featured 6 times along with 17 other rice related stories.  
Yellow Rail and Rice Festival 
Chairman Berken proposed that the board make a $500 sponsorship to the annual “Yellow Rails and Rice Festival”, a project of the Jeff Davis Rice Growers Association, LSU AgCenter, the LA Department of Ag, and the Jeff Davis Economic Development commission that was initiated in 2009.  A thank you letter from Steven Cardiff for the 2010 sponsorship was read to the board.  Chairman Berken stated that this project brings knowledge of the rice industry to a large group of environmental enthusiasts.
Rice Run
Discussion on this topic was postponed until a time when Mindy Hetzel was present to give an update.  It was recommended by staff to keep this item in the budget pending a request for funding from this group.

Referendum 2012

Chairman Berken reminder the board that the statue under which it operates requires that it conduct a referendum every five years to determine whether LA rice stakeholder wish to continue the rice promotion assessment.  He stated the next referendum is scheduled for January 2012 and appointed Jimmy Hoppe, Jeff Durand, Robert Thevis and himself to serve on the referendum planning committee.
Act on 2011-2012 Funding Requests

Chairman Berken then called on the board to act on each of the funding request that were presented.
LA Network

MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Christian Richard
To provide $5000 to LA Network to develop and implement a Nation Rice Month radio campaign in partnership with the LA Cattlemen’s Association.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
LA Farm Bureau
MOTION by Robert Thevis; Second by Wayne Zaunbrecher
To provide a $5000 sponsorship to LA Farm Bureau for the cooking segment of their weekly television program, This Week in LA Agriculture.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Yellow Rails and Rice Festival

MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Christian Richard
To provide a $500 sponsorship to the Yellow Rails & Rice Festival.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
LA Independent Rice Producers Association

Upon the chairman’s call for board action the IRPA funding request none was offered and the chairman stated the request failed for lack of a motion.
Glendon Marceaux asked the chairman if he could address the board.

Chairman Berken noted that the agenda provided for public comments and asked Mr. Marceaux to wait until then.

Glendon Marceaux responded that the board should at least give LIRPA the courteously of a vote. 

The chairman then asked the board once more for their pleasure regarding the LIRPA funding request.
MOTION by Wayne Zaunbrecher; Second by Robert Thevis
To deny the La Independent Rice Producers Association’s funding Request.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

USA Rice Council 
MOTION by Jeff Durand; Second by Robert Thevis
To approve the USA Rice Council funding request and renew 2011-12 contract with payment limits of not less than $400,000 or more than $1,000,000.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Act on 2011-12 Contracts

Scott Privat presented the contracts between the LARPB and Broadhurst, Hamilton & Co., Privat & Privat, USA Rice Council, and USA Rice Producers’ Group.

Broadhurst, Hamilton & Co
MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Robert Thevis

To renew 2011-12 contract with Broadhurst, Hamilton & Co. for an annual payment of $2000

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Privat & Privat

MOTION by Robert Thevis; Second by Wayne Zaunbrecher

To renew the 2011-12 legal counsel contract with Privat and Privat for $1000


MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

USA Rice Producers’ Group

MOTION by Christian Richard; Second by Robert Thevis
To renew that 2011-12 contract with USA Rice Producers Group that includes annual fees not to exceed $20,000.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Develop 2008-09 Budget

The board entered into a discussion of expected planted acreage and yields for the 2011-12 rice crop and agreed to develop the year 2011-12 budget based on an estimated 420,000 planted acres yielding approximately 5960 pounds per acre.  The board then proposed the following budget.
MOTION by Wayne Zaunbrecher; Second by Robert Thevis

To accept the 2011-12 budget as developed by the board.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

2011-11 Budget on next page, page 9.
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REVENUES
Assessments
EXPENSES
Collection charges
Dues - U.S. Rice Producers
Miscellaneous
Professional services

Rice promotion
Ag Magic
Education Workbook
James Beard Event
Farm Bureau - “This Week in LA Ag”
LA Network
Legislative Events
Legislator/Public Education
National Rice Month
Miscellaneous
Outlook Conference Promotion
Red Beans and Rice Bowl
Yellow Rail and Rice Festival

Total rice promotion

Surety Bond
Travel
U. 8. Rice Council
Total Expenses
EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER
EXPENSES

APPROVED

Chairman of the Board

Actual at Accepted
June 29, 2011 Budget

$ 1003389 § 750.000

$ 12,000 12,000
10,676 10,000
4,737 100
4,550 4,550
1,000 1,000
5,500 5,500
5,000 5,000
4,995 5,000
- 1,000
- 1,200

23 -

2,500 -
500 500
19,518 19,200
133 136
4,000 4,000

948,000 700,014
$ 1.003614 § 750,000

$ (226) $ -

Secretary of the Board




Election of Officers, LA Rice Producers’ Group Representative and Education Liaison on Ethics 

MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Jeff Durand
To reelect by acclamation the full slate of officers including Kevin Berken, chairman; 
Christian Richard, vice-chairman; and Wayne Zaunbrecher, secretary/treasurer.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Robert Thevis
To appoint Jeff Durand as the LARPB representative to the LA Rice Producers’ Group.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Christian Richard 

To reappoint Scott Privat as LA Ethics Commission liaison for the LA Rice Promotion
Board.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Public Comments

Chairman Berken called for public comments.  
Chris Krielow stated his concern about the way the promotion board oversees funds and his unhappiness with the board for not asking questions regarding the LIRPA funding request presentation.  He stated that he felt the money was his and that his opinion on where the money was spent was not being heard.  He stated that is was close minded of the board not to approve the LIRPA Mexican project.
Chairman Berken responded that the board had ample opportunity to review the LIRPA funding request and supporting documents prior to the meeting, which evidently satisfied any questions the board may have had.

Dwight Hollier expressed concerns about the past referendum and accused Chairman Berken of watching him vote.  Berken denied Hollier’s accusation.  Hollier recommended that mail ballots be used for future referendums.  Chairman Berken stated mail ballots are used in parishes with low grower numbers but that that polls were used in the larger parishes to save on postage costs. 
Glendon Marceaux reiterated his displeasure with the board’s attempt to take no action on the LIPA funding request.
Board member Jimmy Hoppe stated that all board members receive funding request information prior to each meeting and that he reviews all information before coming to the board meetings.  
Board member Jeff Durand stated that he votes for the most responsible manner in which to invest the boards money and that if some feel it is misspent he apologizes.  

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m.






PAGE  
2

