







Approved July 1, 2010
LOUISIANA RICE PROMOTION BOARD (LARPB)
MEETING MINUTES

February 18, 2010





                   Walkers Restaurant, Jennings, LA
A meeting of the Louisiana Rice Promotion Board was held on December February 18, 2010 at Walker Cajun Restaurant in Jennings, Louisiana.
Officers and Members Present: Kevin Berken, Damian Bollich, Jeff Durand, Ronald Habetz, Jimmy Hoppe, Christian Richard., Robert Thevis, and Wayne Zaunbrecher.
Officers and Members Not Present: Mindy Hetzel 
Staff Present: Randy Jemison 
Others Present:  Nicole Broussard and Scott Privat.
I. Call to order, certification of a quorum, agenda review, approval of November 4, 2008 minutes and opening comments.

Chairman Berken called the LARPB meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. and certified that a quorum was present.     
He presented the agenda to the members for consideration.
MOTION by Habetz; Second by Durand
To approve the agenda as presented

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Berken asked the board if there were any changes to the July, 1, 2009 minutes that were mailed to each member prior to the meeting.  
MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Durand
To accept the minutes of the July 1, 2009 as mailed
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
II. Financial Reports
LA Rice Promotion Board (LARPB)
Nicole Broussard presented the LA Rice Promotion Board financials as of February 18, 2010.  The report included a trial balance and a general ledger showing line items for revenue and expenditures.  Total net assets were $40,598 with no current liabilities.  Revenues to date were $565,327 and market development expenditures to USA Rice Council totaled $530,000.
The financial report was accepted by consensus.

LA Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LADAF)
In the absence of Dr. Carrie Castille with the LA Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF), Jemison handed out copies of the LDAF financials through January 31, 2010, which showed total assets of $83,091 and current liabilities of $81,331.64 payable to the LARPB.

The financial report was accepted by consensus.

III. Update on In-state Promotion Projects

LA 5-K Rice Run/Walk

See addendum
“LA Rice – Awesome” Education Project
See addendum
Red Beans and Rice Bowl

See addendum
LA Farm Bureau TV Cooking Segment

See addendum

New Orleans Restaurant & Chef Recognition Campaign

See addendum
James Beard Awards

Berken reported that as a follow-up to the New Orleans Restaurant and Chef Recognition Campaign held in December the board was invited to participate in the Chefs of Louisiana Cookery being held in March in New Orleans.  The event is the venue at which chefs will be nominated for the 2010 James Beard Foundation Awards.  The event will feature New Orleans’ chefs partnering with local farmers to create dishes that showcase Louisiana’s quality ingredients, such as rice.
Berken further reported that Jimmy Hoppe and Jeff Durand volunteered to represent the board at the event and to highlight rice and crawfish production, respectively.

Berken recommended that the board participate in the event and that funding be provided for travel and miscellaneous expenses.

MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Zaunbrecher
To allocate $1250 for travel and miscellaneous expenses for the Chefs of Louisiana Cookery
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
IV. Other Business

Scott Privat noted that LA Ethics law dictates that board members file financial disclosure annually and that this year’s deadline is May 1.  Privat stated that he would mail the necessary forms to the board shortly and the members should complete the forms and return it to him for filing.  He urged members to contact him with any questions.
V. Public Comments
None
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 12:31 p.m. CST.
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