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LOUISIANA RICE PROMOTION BOARD (LARPB)
MEETING MINUTES

December 18, 2008
A meeting of the Louisiana Rice Promotion Board was held on December 18, 2008 at Walker Cajun Restaurant in Jennings, Louisiana.
Officers and Members Present: Kevin Berken, Damian Bollich, Jeff Durand, Ronald Habetz, Jimmy Hoppe, Robert Thevis, and Wayne Zaunbrecher
Officers and Members Not Present: Mindy Hetzel and Christian Richard
Staff Present: Randy Jemison 
Others Present:  Clarence Berken, Nicole Broussard, Roy Johnson, Scott Privat and Bruce Schultz
Call to order, certification of a quorum, agenda review, approval of November 4, 2008 minutes and opening comments.

Chairman Berken called the LARPB meeting to order at 12:27 p.m. and certified that a quorum was present.     
He presented the agenda to the members for review.
MOTION by Durand; Second by Zaunbrecher

To approve the agenda as presented

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Berken asked the board if there were any changes to the November 4, 2008 minutes that were mailed to each member prior to the meeting.  
MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Durand
To accept the minutes of the November 4, 2008
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Financial Reports
LA Rice Promotion Board (LARPB)
Nicole Broussard presented the LA Rice Promotion Board financials as of December 17, 2008.  The report included a trial balance and a general ledger showing line items for revenue and expenditures. 
LA Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LADAF)
Roy Johnson presented the LADAF financial report that showed current assets of $116,704 with accounts payable to the board of $114,272 and to LADAF in the amount of $2332 and a fund balance of $100.  Johnson reported total assessments July through November of $263,492 with collection charges of $5,270 and payments to the board of $258,223.
MOTION by Habetz; Second by Bollich
To accept the LARPB and LADAF financial reports as presented
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

LA Ethics Financial Disclosure Requirements Update
Scott Privat provided draft financial disclosure forms provided by the LA Ethics Commission and noted that final versions had not yet been developed.  He stated that LARPB members were subject to R.S. 42:1124.2.1 financial disclosure rules and the first filings pursuant to this provision are due by May 15, 2009.  Privat reviewed the information board members would be required to provide and stated that he would route the final disclosure forms, when developed, to members and assist each member in completing and filing the forms.

Update on In-state Promotion Projects

“LA Rice – Awesome” Education Project
Jemison provided the board with an operational update on the “LA Rice – Awesome” project and noted that the student guides had been finalized and 20,000 had been printed and were at the bindery. Shipping to elementary schools is scheduled for the first week of January 2009 and the public relations campaign designed to raise the public’s awareness of the project would begin in early spring.  Jemison outlined the components of the PR campaign and reminded the board that they would be called on to participate.

Jemison reported that the board had approved $28,000 to complete the project and public relations campaign and that expenditures for the project as of December 10, 2008 totaled $2850 with a pending expense of $1840.  He reminded the board that the budget for the public relation component of the project is $10,200.
Red Beans and Rice Bowl

Berken reported on the Red Beans and Rice Bowl noting that it was a huge success, providing much publicity to the Louisiana rice industry.  He reminded the board that the event would take place in Louisiana in November, 2009 and appointed Ronald Habetz, Mindy Hetzel and Jimmy Hoppe to serve on a committee that he would chair to develop and implement plans for the event.

Public Comments
Clarence Berken suggested that the board consider coordinating with the USA Rice Federation Domestic Promotion team on future in-state promotions.  The board briefly discussed the suggestion and agreed to coordinate with USA Rice on an as needed basis.
Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 1:01 p.m.
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