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LOUISIANA RICE PROMOTION BOARD (LARPB)
MEETING MINUTES

November 4, 2008
A meeting of the Louisiana Rice Promotion Board was held on November 4, 2008 at the LSU AgCenter Rice Research Station in Crowley.
Officers and Members Present: Kevin Berken, Jeff Durand, Ronald Habetz, Mindy Hetzel, Jimmy Hoppe, Christian Richard, Robert Thevis, and Wayne Zaunbrecher
Officers and Members Not Present: Damian Bollich
Staff Present: Randy Jemison 
Others Present:  Lacy Hetzel and Gary Reifeiss (via conference call)
Call to order, certification of a quorum, agenda review, approval of July 2, 2008 minutes and opening comments.

Chairman Berken called the LARPB meeting to order at 10:58 a.m. and certified that a quorum was present.     
He presented the agenda to the members for review, which was accepted by consensus.
Chairman Berken asked if there were any changes to the July 31, 2008 minutes.  It was noted that the first sentence under “New Member Orientations” was incomplete.  Staff was instructed to complete the sentence to read “Staff presented each board member with a copy of the LA statue establishing the LARPB and outlining its responsibilities”
MOTION by Habetz; Second by Richard
To accept the minutes of the July 31, 2008 as amended.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
LA Public Meetings Law
Staff presented the requirements for public meetings as received from the LA Department of Agriculture and Forestry
Arkansas Rice Council “Red Beans and Rice Bowl” Sponsorship Request
Chairman Berken directed the board’s attention to background information regarding an AR rice industry request presented by Gary Reifeiss for a sponsorship for the “Red Beans & Rice Bowl”.  Reifeiss then joined the meeting via conference call and noted that the event would be the upcoming McNeese State University (MSU) and University of Central Arkansas (UCA) football game scheduled for November 22.  AR rice industry leadership had coordinated with UCA and MSU to designate the annual game as the Red Beans & Rice Bowl with all sponsorship revenue being given to The Rice Depot, an AR food bank.  Reifeiss suggested that if the LA rice industry coordinated the event in LA in 2009 that all sponsorship revenue be donated to LA food banks.  Reifeiss further noted that the annual effort would serve to highlight the state’s rice industries while meeting humanitarian needs.  Reifeiss indicated that in return for a $2500 sponsorship LARPB would receive 75 game tickets.  
MOTION by Hetzel; Second by Hoppe
To provide a $2,500 sponsorship to the 2008 “Red Beans and Rice Bowl”
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Chairman Berken encouraged board members to attend the event and suggested that the board approve funding to assist with board travel expense.

MOTION by Durand; Second by Zaunbrecher
To provide up to $1,000 for board travel to the “Red Beans and Rice Bowl”
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Update on In-state Promotion Projects
Jemison reviewed the recently completed National Rice Month radio campaign conducted via the LA News Network.
Jemison then presented an operational and budget update for the “La Rice – Awesome” school project, noting that the board had allocated funding for the project on two occasions; June 28, 2007 - $12,000 to develop and print the study guides and on July 2, 2008 for a public relations campaign to ensure that the project gained the most media coverage for the effort.  Jemison further noted that costs to ship the study guides to the schools was not included in the original proposal or funding of June 28, 2007.  He estimated the total cost of the project would be $24,240 to $27,540, depending on the number of schools to which the study guides had to be shipped and that approved funding was presently $22,200.
Jemison noted that LA Farm Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom Committee had reviewed the project and expressed interest in using the material in their curriculum and had indicated their willingness to approach the LAFB board for funding.  Jemison said that a request for funding assistance had not been made at this time and suggested that the request not be made until the project was complete and the total costs were known.
MOTION by Hetzel; Second by Durand
To increase the total funding available to complete the “LA Rice – Awesome” project not to 
exceed $28,000.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Public Comments
None
Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:54 a.m.
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