Iberia Economic Development Authority
Meeting Minutes

Thursday, April 25, 2013
 Board of Commissioners of the Iberia Economic Development Authority
 met on Thursday, April 25, 2013 at 7:30 a.m. at 

101 Burke Street, in New Iberia, LA  70560

Cecil Hymel called the meeting to order.  
Mr. Hymel called for the roll:
Members Present: Cecil Hymel, Liz Bodin, Fran Henderson, Jim Wiggins
Members Absent: Damon Migues

Others Present: Michael Tarantino, Jeff Simon, Katie Chiasson, Lanie Borel
There being no public comment, Mr. Hymel asked for a review of the minutes and financials.  On motion by Jim Wiggins, seconded by Liz Bodin, the minutes of the regular February 2013 meeting were unanimously approved.  There was no quorum for the March 2013 meeting, so no meeting was held.
On a motion by Liz Bodin, seconded by Jim Wiggins, the February 2013 financials were unanimously approved.  On a motion by Liz Bodin, seconded by Fran Henderson, the March 2013 financials were unanimously approved.
Mr. Hymel asked the commissioners to refer to agenda item number 8: Discuss and consider a memorandum of understanding between the IDF and IEDA to include the IDF as a project partner on the Acadiana Regional Development District (ARDD) grant project.  There are changes in grant activities which require IDF involvement. Authority attorney Jeff Simon has reviewed the MOU and approved of the wording.  On a motion by Liz Bodin, seconded by Jim Wiggins, the board authorized the Chairman to sign the MOU on behalf of the IEDA commissioners.
Mr. Hymel asked the commissioners to refer to agenda item number 9: Discuss and consider the drafting of a resolution from the IEDA Board of Commissioners authorizing the Acadiana Regional Development District (ARDD) to reimburse the IDF for funds expensed under the ARDD grant project. On a motion by Fran Henderson, seconded by Jim Wiggins, the motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Hymel asked the commissioners to refer to agenda item number 10: Discuss and consider the drafting of a purchase agreement as it pertains to the options to purchase with the Tauriac family.  Parish Councilman Bernard Broussard has indicated he will be proposing a resolution to the Iberia Parish Council that would provide the IEDA with the 25% required local matching funds to move forward on property acquisition for Progress Point Business Park. Mr. Simon suggested that we talk to the Tauriac family first, to discuss a survey of what area we are interested in purchasing.  Discussion was held regarding obtaining the right of way for the entry road.  After much discussion, it was agreed that there was no action needed by the commissioners at this time.
Mr. Hymel asked the commissioners to refer to agenda item number 11:  Discuss receipt of land rents from Ulysse Gonsoulin and Sons, Inc. Mr. Tarantino noted that IEDA received $500.00 for land rent on the six acres IEDA currently owns. He noted however, there is no documentation on file that designates a rent amount.  Mr. Tarantino talked with the Tauriac’s and they said that $500.00 seems to be right to them.  Mr. Hymel will set up a meeting with Ronnie Gonsoulin and Mike Tarantino to disucss.
Moving on to agenda item number 7, Mr. Hymel invited Mr. Tarantino to give his update.  Reported that  Mark Berard is moving forward on surveys and road design.  Reported that the initial cost to relocate a gas line that traverses the business park property is estimated at  $178,000.  He noted that he continues to receive many phone calls from people who are interested in locating in the park once it is complete.
Onto agenda item number 6: Presentation by Katie Chiasson with Cleco.  Mr. Hymel reminded the commissioners that we heard from a representative with Entergy at the February meeting and will now be hearing from Cleco.  Ms. Chiasson noted that Cleco has served Iberia Parish since 1952 and have been involved with the business park concept since its inception.  There are already Cleco lines in the vicinity that can serve the park.  Cleco serves many businesses on the Highway 90 corridor, such as J.P. Thibodeaux and the Acadiana Regional Airport.  Ms. Chiasson also explained that they are currently working with LED on the Smart Sites Initiative.  
There being no further business to come before the Board, on a motion by Jim Wiggins, seconded by Fran Henderson, and unanimously approved, the meeting was adjourned. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 23, 2013 at 7:30 AM.
