GOVERNOR’S ADVISORY COUNCIL 

ON DISABILITY AFFAIRS
MINUTES October 11, 2011
The Governor’s Advisory Council held a meeting on October 11th at 660 North 4th Street in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  GACDA Chairperson, Donna S. Breaux, presided.  
Attendees:





Absent:
Julie Nesbit





Yvonne Bell



Steve Kaufmann




Yvonne Dorsey

Donna Breaux 




Mitch Granger         

Missy Graves          




Willard Hamilton
Laura Brackin




Scott Simon
Margaret Hill





Ben Cornwell

David Gill





Carol Lirette 


Brandon Jones




Kay Rone-Wilson

Jan Chiles





Mike Watts 

Martha Manuel




Michelle Beck 

Robbie Grey 








Guests 








H. Brandon Burris








Joey Cooper








Jamar Ennis 

Quorum was present.


CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS

The meeting was called to order at 10:12 a.m. Executive Director Brandon Burris asked everyone to introduce themselves. All present, including GODA Staff, identified themselves and their relative agencies.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
The July 12th meeting minutes were presented by Burris. Julie Nesbit motioned for approval, Martha Manuel second the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously.
GOVERNOR’S ADVISORY COUNCIL ON DISABILITY AFFAIRS CHAIRPERSON REPORT

GACDA Chairperson, Donna Breaux, provided a brief update regarding the recent initiatives of the St. Andrew’s Village. Madam chair announced that St. Andrew’s Village is receiving funds from Rural Development to spur health serves, job creation, housing opportunities and community development. These plans will create a variety of activities that will be open to the community at large. 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE ON DISABILITY AFFAIRS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

Executive Director Brandon Burris briefly discussed GODA activities. In October, GODA has assisted thirteen constituents, managed two guardianship contracts, fulfilled four council obligations, and has stayed extremely busy around the office. 
Next, Brandon Burris discussed the his plans to revamp the GODA survey. 
Burris will send an email out to GACDA members and interested parties to participate in the survey initiative. 

Burris announced the Governor’s Proclamation in recognition of Disability Awareness Month. In Disability Awareness Month, GODA will participate in as many disability job fairs as possible.  
Burris also announced that the October 11th meeting will be the last under Governor Jindal’s first term. If Governor Jindal is re-elected, ACTION:GODA will need to find a new meeting place. There are 26 GACDA roster spots. Currently, five spots are vacant, and two of the five spots are at large positions. GACDA membership may change due to the upcoming election; ACTION: members should consider potential candidates for GACDA who have a history of being active in the disability community. 

Burris sought suggestions regarding how the council would like to participate with GODA in the future. Dr. Bracken mentioned that GACDA member have an advantage by working together; she would like to see this advantage used legislatively. In addition, she would like to see an established format for submitting an issue for the council to address. Steve Kaufman would like to see more projects and activities directed towards all persons with disabilities. Martha Manual would like ACTION: members to draft a document that will let others know what they do and how their activities will impact GACDA.  
Council Initiatives:

Joey Cooper, members of the Louisiana State Fire Marshal’s Office, and the ARC of LA, have been planned the ADA Symposium for months and will be held, Wednesday, October 26, 2011. Registration will begin at 8:30 and only 85 spaces remain. 
New Business:

Next, the 2011-2012 Inclusive Schools Art Show Competition was discussed. The theme for the competition is “Building a Brighter Future Together. Information relative to the competition has been distributed to many schools, including those specializing in special education. Art work submissions are due on December 20, 2011. Information regarding the judging, planning, and ceremony will be provided at a later time.  
Finally, the 2011 GOLD Awards was discussed. Packets of Nomination were distributed to members and the disability community. Jamar Ennis expects more nominations this year than in year’s past. November 6th is the deadline for submitting nominations. More information will provided to members via email. 
ANNOUNCEMNT/ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING:

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 pm.              
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