GOVERNOR’S ADVISORY COUNCIL 
ON DISABILITY AFFAIRS
MINUTES JULY 23, 2013
The Governor’s Advisory Council held a meeting on July 23, 2013 at 1201 North 3rd Street in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  GACDA Chairperson, Donna S. Breaux, presided.  
Attendees:





Absent:
Jamar Ennis





Harold Beck

Sara Spencer




Sen. Yvonne Dorsey-Colomb

Missy Graves




Rep. Scott Simon

Willard Hamilton




Sharon Buchert

Amy Dawson





Brandi Jones

Brandon Burris




Mitch Granger

Nancy Hicks





Michele Beck

Margaret Hill





Sharon Hennessey

Stephen Kauffman

Julie Nesbit

Kelly Serrett

Ben Cornwell

Donna Breaux

Lynette Fontenot

Brandon Jones

Donna St. Cyr











Guests:







Anita Gray
Quorum was present.
CALL TO ORDER AND NEW MEMBER INTRODUCTIONS
GACDA Chairperson, Donna Breaux called the meeting to order at 10:20AM, and asked everyone to briefly introduce themselves.  All present, including GODA Staff, identified themselves and their relative agencies.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Approval of the January 15th minutes was presented by Chairperson, Donna Breaux. Lynnette Fontenot motioned for approval, Steve Kaufman second the motion and the minutes were approved unanimously. 
GOVERNOR’S ADVISORY COUNCIL ON DISABILITY AFFAIRS CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
Chairperson Donna Breaux mentioned that there has been has controversy with HB1 relative to the line item vetoes. Breaux mentioned that she has participated in the Developmental Disabilities Council meeting and spoke to Dr. Laura Bracken, and says that the Now Waiver System needs to be fixed. Chairperson Breaux provided a handout that Kathy Klebert of DHH created. Breaux also mentioned that it is important to determine what persons with disabilities need, and understands that there are many challenges that are ahead. Chairwoman Breaux says that she has concerns with HB375, and SB76, and campaigns for advocacy will likely take place in the next few months.  Breaux suggested that the future meeting dates be sent out to the members.
GOVERNOR’S OFFCE OF DISABILITYEXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Director Burris informed members that the Governor’s Office of Disability Affairs has moved to the Claiborne Building and Introduced Sara Spencer as GODA’s new Administrative Assistant, and Laura Meaux as the Coordinator of the SILC.  Burris also informed members of the various changes in office responsibilities. Burris also mentioned that GODA has been dealing with the budget cuts relative to the 2013 Legislative Session. Burris informed members that despite the negative press that the Governor’s Office has received, some individuals in the disability community understand that there are significant budget challenges. Burris mentioned that LATAN has lost 40% of their operating budget. Julie Nesbit mentioned that a significant portion of her programs and services will be lost because of the budget cuts. Nesbit also mentioned that LATAN is the only resource for many persons with disabilities in Louisiana for adaptive technology.  Burris urges all GACDA members to keep GODA updated of all developments involving the budget cuts relative to their respective organizations.  Burris directed members to the quarterly newsletter and gave a brief introduction of what’s featured in the most recent edition.  Burris has provided members with an updated copy of the updated GACDA roster. There are currently five at-large memberships available and would like assistance from GACDA to recommend persons who may be interested in joining the council. Burris will inform members of any updates or recommendation relative to council membership when available. GODA will continue to look for better venues to host GACDA meetings.
NEW BUSINESS
GOLD Awards: Jamar Ennis provided an update relative to the 2013 GOLD Awards. The GOLD Awards will take place on November 6, 2013 at the Old State Capitol. GODA will be accepting online nominations for this year’s ceremony. The nomination packets were sent to members email addresses.

Newsletter: The quarterly newsletter is designed to inform persons within our statewide community. Ennis asked members to contribute agency updates to be added in future newsletter. GACDA members provided suggestions of what they would like to see in future editions.

Art Program Discussion: Sara Spencer provided an update relative to 2012-2013 Inclusive Art Show Competition. The recognition ceremony will take place August 6, 2013 at the Governor’s Mansion.  The 2013-2014 Art show theme will be “we are the world inclusion”. Spencer will keep members informed of the dates relative to the 2013-2014 Inclusive Art Show program.

Constituent Services Discussion: Director Burris spoke briefly about the trends relative to the constituent contacts that GODA has received. Constituents have called calls about service animals and other issues.

Mrs. Wheelchair Louisiana: Ms. Anita Gray, Mrs. Wheelchair Louisiana spoke to the GACDA members. Mrs. Gray says that she recently went to Houston, Texas to compete for the Mrs. Wheelchair America. She shared her various duties and responsibilities as Mrs. Wheelchair Louisiana, and is currently looking for interested persons to compete in the Wheelchair pageant.

FUTURE MEETING INFORMATION 
The Next GACDA meeting will take place October 29, 2013. GODA will continue to look for venues for future meetings. 
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING:
The meeting was adjourned by GACDA Chairperson, Donna Breaux, at approximately 11:58AM.            
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