



Louisiana Crab Task Force Meeting
Keith Watts, Chairman
Thursday, July 11, 1:30 PM

LDWF Waddill Outdoor Education Center 




    4142 North Flannery Rd, Baton Rouge, LA 70814
Meeting called to order at 1:35 p.m.
I.            Roll Call and introduction of guests and new members
	Chalin Delaune
	Melissa Trosclair Daigle (non-voting)

	      LaQuita Meek 
	Martin Bourgeois in for Carl Britt (non-voting)

	Kernny Comardelle
	Alan Matherne (non-voting)

	Trudy Luke
	Kim Alfonso

	Pete Gerica (entered at 1:45)
	

	James Bergeron
	

	Keith Watts
	

	Rodney Parfait
	

	Donnye Bourn
	

	Dr. Julie Anderson (non-voting)
	

	Dr. Jack Isaacs (non-voting)
	

	Major Jubal Marceaux in for Lt. Col Jeff Mayne  (non-voting)
	


   Present




                                                 Absent   

Motion by Donnye Bourn to approve February 23 minutes, second by Rodney Parfait, motion adopted unanimously

Motion to approve the agenda by Trudy Luke, second by Kernny Comardelle , motion adopted unanimously
Financial Report- Rene LeBreton reported
Rene reviewed the crab promotion and derelict crab trap account through June 30, 2013.  Balance of $27,367 in Crab Promotion Account.  Appropriation for FY 2014 is $48,085. Derelict crap trap appropriation for FY 2014 is $207,743
Serviceable Crab Trap Law- meeting with shrimp management subcommittee
Keith Watts had a meeting with the shrimp management committee and LDWF and Major Jubal Marceaux reported on the results of this meeting, discussion was held.

Martin Bourgeois gave an update on the legislative bills that affected the crab task force this session.
Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne addressed the group and gave them an update on the seafood board and asked that the crab task force continue to fund their contribution to the salaries of the seafood board. 

Motion to return $14,017.05 back to the seafood promotion and marketing board. Motion by Pete Gerica, second by Trudy Luke.  

Chalin Delaune asked for a report for how the salary and related benefits are determined. 

Ewell Smith addressed Mr. Delaune and told him that the salaries contributed are an equal percentage from each task force. 
Motion adopted unanimously.


Discussion was held on harvest of immature female crabs (crabs that have not yet mated or spawned) 
Motion by Pete Gerica to favor amending legislation to prohibit harvest of immature female crabs (except for shedder crabs) with a certain tolerance limit, second by Chalin Delaune.  Motion adopted unanimously.  Note:  LDWF should create brochure describing immature shedder female crabs.
As part of housekeeping, Martin  Bourgeois suggested members review Crab Task Force standard operating procedures and bylaw subcommittee selection, the task force asked for more advanced notice of meetings.
Martin Bourgeois also suggested review of personal financial disclosure reporting requirements, which are due May 15, FAQs were also handed out
Dumpsters for derelict crab traps during shrimp season
Dr. Julie Anderson presented dumpster rental costs. Discussion was held; including the suggestion of using a piece of state owned land to put derelict traps on was mentioned.

Motion by Pete Gerica requesting LDWF implement and site a pilot project to collect unserviceable crab traps from commercial fishermen. Second by Donnye Bourn.  Trudy Luke said that they can use her shop as a collection site and other additional sites were recommended. Motion adopted unanimously.
MSC update- Rene LeBreton gave an update and Keith Watts said that he is going to talk to the seafood board about making sure the logo is placed on advertisements that are for crab.
Keith Watts proposed to members that they pay the MSC recertification payment from the derelict crab trap account. 

Motion by Pete Gerica to make the payment for the MSC recertification payment from the derelict crab trap account instead of the crab promotion and marketing account, second by Rodney Parfait.  Motion adopted. Rene LeBreton said that he would look into whether or not this can be done. 
Keith Watts asked that we allocate some money to polo shirts and legislative days (both state and federal). 

Keith Watts suggested updating the blue crab stock assessment from January 1 to present.  Motion by Chalin Delaune for the LDWF to do an updated blue crab stock assessment for 2012 and any numbers from 2013.  Second by James Bergeron. 
Discussion was held. Chalin Delaune moves to withdraw his motion, the second agrees. Motion withdrawn.
Pete Gerica made a motion to request hard and soft blue crab landings and value by month by basin from 2010 to current.  This should be on a separate sheet.  Second by Kernny Comardelle.  Motion adopted unanimously.  Mr. Delaune requested that the landings data is charted which would make it easier to interpret.
Task force vacancies – Martin Bourgeois discussed the remaining task force vacancies and asked for suggestions for new members and is going to send paperwork to a couple of fishermen to try and fill remaining vacancies for hard crab fishermen. 
Motion by Pete Gerica to nominate Eddie Chagnard III for hard crab fishermen position  and Eric Blanchard for crab dealer and procesor position and ask that Sec. Barham appoint them, second by Trudy Luke. Motion adopted unanmiously. 
Dr. Jack Isaacs presented his seafood processor survey findings.
Soft-shell crab shedding grant – not enough notice given to have someone present, will try for next meeting. 
Next Meeting- August 29, 1:30 in New Orleans
Adjourn—Motion to adjourn by Trudy Luke, second by Donnye Bourn. Motion adopted unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 5 p.m.

