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MINUTES CRAB TASK FORCE MEETING

March 9, 2009
Call to Order/Roll Call
The Crab Task Force meeting was called to order by Chairman Pete Peterson at 4:38 p.m.

A roll call was then made: 

	VOTING 
	
	NONVOTING 
	

	Jim Rich
	
	Rusty Gaude
	x

	Roy Meek
	
	Mark Benfield
	x

	Dennis Landry
	x
	Walter Keithly
	x

	Gary Bauer
	x
	Vince Guillory
	x

	Keith Watts
	x
	David Lavergne
	x

	Pete Peterson
	x
	Jeff Mayne
	x

	Timmy Punch
	x
	Melissa Daigle
	x

	L.J. Sandras
	
	
	

	Randall Cramer
	x
	
	

	William Cramer
	x
	
	

	Pete Gerica
	x
	
	


A quorum of eight voting members was present.     

Adoption of Minutes and Agenda
Keith Watts moved and William Kramer seconded that “the minutes be approved as written” -- motion carried (all in favor).  

Pete  Gerica moved and Keith Watts seconded  “to remove fish predation” and to add “election of chairman” on the agenda -- motion carried (all in favor).  

Pete Gerica moved and Keith Watts seconded that “the amended agenda be approved” -- motion carried (all in favor).  

Public Input 

There was no input from the public.  

Financial Disclosure Requirements
Courtenay Jackson of the Louisiana Ethics Board gave a presentation on the new financial disclosure requirements for certain state boards and commissions.  The purpose of the disclosure is to ascertain whether or not there may be conflicts of interest.  She indicated that the Crab Task Force members would need to fill out the Tier 2 financial closure form by May 15 for the 2008 tax year and each year thereafter.   The form, however, was not yet posted on the ethics board web site but will be available soon.

Vince Guillory indicated that he would mail copies of the disclosure form as soon as they become available.  

Crab Education Day

Marty Bourgeois indicated that $60,506 and $94,802 were available in the “crab promotion” and “derelict crab trap removal program” accounts.    A short discussion on possible uses for the crab promotion funds was held.

Karen Foote noted that the State could take up to %5 of dedicated funds for general fund use in years of budget shortfall.  

No further discussion was held on this agenda item.  

Out of State Shipping License

David Lavergne indicated that only 11 out-of-state-shipping licenses were issued and that there was no notice placed in license form packets.   A discussion took place on options to notify seafood dealers about the new shipping license.  Joey Diaz of Enforcement Division indicated that they would not start enforcing this regulation only after the dealers were educated about the new license.    
Gary Bauer moved and Pete Gerica seconded that “the task force contact the Louisiana Seafood Promotion and Marketing Board to mail out a notice to wholesale/retail dealers about the out-of-state shipping license ” -- motion carried (all in favor).  

MSC Certification 

Gary Bauer gave an update of the MSC certification efforts.  The pre-assessment study was completed, and possible issues were identified.  The next step would be a full assessment, which could cost approximately $93,000.  However, the process could even be more costly if there issues that could not be resolved.  For instance, the Dungeness crab MSC process has taken five years and it is not yet completed.

Gary indicated that he would keep monitoring the situation and will report back to the task force.

Deepwater Crabs

Mark Benfield gave a presentation on deepwater crabs in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Election of Chairman
The nominating committee stated that they had a candidate.  Keith Watts moved and William Kramer seconded that “Gary Bauer be nominated as Chairman” -- motion carried (all in favor).  William Kramer moved and Keith Watts seconded that “Gary Bauer be nominated as Chairman” -- motion carried (all in favor).  

Next Meeting / Agenda Items
The task force requested that the next meeting be held in early or mid-May, and that labor issues be included on the agenda.  Pete Gerica moved and Keith Watts seconded that “the meeting be adjourned” -- motion carried (all in favor).  
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