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LOUISIANA COMMISSION ON PERINATAL CARE AND PREVENTION OF INFANT MORTALITY

DHH Bienville Building, 628 N 4th St, 1st Floor Room 173 Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Optional call-in for members 1888-204-5984 Access Code 1982918

March 12, 2015
Attendees: 
Dr. Rebecca Accardo, Dr. P. Scott Barrilleaux, Chair (phone), Regina Barrow, Dr. Robert Blereau, Gaye Dean, Pam Egan, Dr. William Gill, Beth Manning, Dr. Cliff Moore, Dr. Tina Stefanski (phone), Dr. Rodney Wise, Amy Zapata
Guests:  
Becky Majdoch, Ekwutosi Okoroh, Sabrina Noah (phone), Berkley Durbin, Tammy Gillett, Nolia Bernard, Beverly Hardy-Decuir, Jan Byland, Brenda Sharp, Makesha Davis, Robin Gruenfeld (phone);  Regional MCH Coordinators: Kelly Bankston, Nicole Soudelier (phone), Chris Cornell (phone) Annelle Tanner (phone)
Meeting Notes: 

1) Welcome -New Members
· Beth Manning, Dr. Rodney Wise, and Dr. Tina Stefanski were welcomed to the Commission. 
2) Review/Approval of Minutes

· Members voted unanimously to approve and accept the meeting notes of January 2015 and February 2015

3) Perinatal Commission Membership

· Membership of Beth Manning, Dr. Tina Stefanski, and Dr. Debra Hollingsworth serving in the positions of Social Worker, Family Planning Clinic Representative, and Nutritionist, respectively, was approved by the Governor’s Office, Dept. of Boards and Commissions. 
· Recommendations for the final vacancy were discussed. The Commission recommended Dr. Roberta Carona Vicari for the position of pediatrician.  Karis Schoellmann will reach out to the candidate to confirm interest, and accordingly submit these recommendations to the Dept. of Boards and Commissions.
4) Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS)
· Dr. Ekwutosi Okoroh, CDC epidemiologist assignee to Louisiana Medicaid presented an analysis of Medicaid claims data related to the prevalence and cost of NAS.  A child born with NAS symptoms incurs two times the in-patient hospital costs as a child without NAS.  Commission members requested additional analysis to include rates of NAS in White and Black infants as well as a map showing the parish of residence of the mother for potential intervention points.
· Brenda Sharp shared data from the Early Steps program. 540 children in the 3-year birth cohort had a code related to NAS, noting that the most common code related to substance abuse was for 760.71-73 – Noxious Influences—alcohol, narcotics, hallucinogenic agents.  Children do not have to be on Medicaid to take part in Early Steps and NAS codes are not currently used for automatic eligibility, so if the child had another condition, this coding would not be required.

· Regina Barrow requested input from the Commission on potential legislation to consider for the upcoming legislative session. The Commission asked her to monitor bills to ensure that nothing is proposed to criminalize NAS.  Makesha Davis, March of Dimes, offered sample legislation from other states related to “Good Samaritan” laws if there was an interest.  

· The Commission requested that Rep. Barrow propose a Study Resolution to look at best practices and pros and cons of legislation related to NAS and during the study period, the Commission would like to report on the topic to the legislature.  Members proposed a workgroup of the Commission meet to determine the areas of focus for this study before the resolution is proposed.

· Dr. Dunham, Director of the Office of Behavioral Health, was unable to attend this meeting and plans to attend the meeting on May 14 to discuss potential action items related to NAS.
5) Future Perinatal Commission Agenda Items 
· March of Dimes provided an update on the 39 weeks initiative. From this initiative, early elective deliveries at participating hospitals were reduced by 89%, occurring in only 2% of births at these facilities.  On March 13, March of Dimes and Medicaid are announcing a “40 weeks” initiative with a goal to eliminate all elective inductions and thus reduce Louisiana’s c-section rates.  Berkley Durbin strongly urged Medicaid and March of Dimes to engage physicians in this process and to ensure that infrastructure is in place before policy changes go into effect.  The potentials agenda items for the Commission will be updated to reflect this discussion.
· All members were requested to review the Commission’s potential agenda items for 2015 via email and to rank each item in order of priority.  Karis Schoellmann will send an e-mail to members with instructions for prioritizing the items and the results will be shared at the May 14th meeting. 
6) Upcoming Meetings

· Teleconference on April 8, 2015 from 12:30-1:30.  Call 1-888-204-5984, code 1982918
· In-Person Meeting:  May 14, 2015 from 1:00-3:00 at the Bienville Building, Baton Rouge 
· Karis Schoellmann will send Outlook calendar invites to members for the all the scheduled 2015.   
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