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LOUISIANA COMMISSION ON 
PERINATAL CARE AND PREVENTION OF INFANT MORTALITY

1-888-204-5984 Access Code 1982918

March 10, 2016, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Attendees (via phone): Dr. Scott Barrilleaux, Dr. Robert Blereau, Gaye Dean, Pamela Egan, Beth Manning. Dr. Cliff Moore, Dr. Tina Stefanski, Dr. Rodney Wise, Amy Zapata

Guests: Berkley Durbin, Ekwutosi Okoroh, Sabrina Noah, Dr. Jim Hussey, Becky Majdoch, Chloe Lake, Rosa Bustamante-Forest, Kelly Bankston, Nicole Soudelier, Christine Cornell, Linda Pickett, Lisa Norman, Amy Pyles, Martha Hennegan
Meeting Notes: Note: Due to inclement weather, the meeting was conducted via teleconference.

1. Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome

The response to HCR No. 162 was submitted to the legislature on March 1, 2016.
· Next steps related to the Perinatal Commissions’ response to HCR 162 are: to present the findings to select legislative committees, such as Health and Welfare; review the recommendations from the document with the Bayou Health Quality Committee; put the response document online; and vote as the full Perinatal Commission to adopt the final document once a quorum is present.
· Several members attended the recent NAS Conference in Lafayette. Attendees learned about NAS and began the work to select NAS-related priorities for the Lafayette area. The conference was videotaped and the link to the video will be sent to members once it is available.  Amy Zapata thanked the attendees and requested that the Perinatal Commission work to develop a team of clinical champions related to NAS to help continue this work.
2. Title V MCH Blockgrant- Work Plan Input – Amy Zapata
The DHH-OPH-Bureau of Family Health (BFH) administers the Title V MCH Blockgrant and is charged with gathering feedback and public input about the blockgrant’s work plans. Members were given an overview of the planned activities for the eight selected National Performance Measures, and were asked to review the State Action Plan Summery Table and provide feedback via email to karis.schoellmann@la.gov by Friday, March 18th.

3. Perinatal Outcomes – Medicaid Enrollment 

In the Fall of 2015, by request of the Perinatal Commission , BFH epidemiologists conducted data analysis of Medicaid perinatal outcomes. The findings have not yet been shared because they are under review by Medicaid. Ekwutosi Okoroh is going to look into finalizing this review so that the results may be presented to the Perinatal Commission at the next face to face meeting if possible.

4. Pertinent legislation – update – Berkley Durbin
Berkley will send a list of all legislation that was filed before the beginning of the 2016 regular legislative session. Once received, members are asked to review this list. 
· There are several bills that the members noted should be reviewed by the Commission including, but not limited to, bills on NAS, immunizations, SIDS and Shaken Baby Syndrome, Newborn Screening, and referrals to mental health services.
· Dr. Hussey asked the Perinatal Commission to consider reviewing HB762 by Jackson. This bill is related to referrals for mental health services. The Commission members discussed the pros and cons of the legislation and decided to review it further on the next Commission call in April.

5. Membership

· There are three vacancies on the Commission. Dr. St Amant has offered to serve in member position of obstetrician. Karis Schoellmann has a call into Dr. Najar’s office to see if he is interested in filling the neonatologist vacancy. Dr. St. Amant offered to contact Dr. Bombet about filling the pediatrician vacancy. Berkley Durbin offered to help identify another pediatrician to fill the vacancy and assist in making the ask, if Dr. Bombet is not available. 
· Once potential members are identified for all 3 vacancies, Karis Schoellmann will work with the Office of the Governor to approve the choices and officially fill the positions.

· Robin Gruenfeld is working with Sandra Adams to craft a proclamation thanking Dr. Bill Gill for his years of service and this will be reported on at the next meeting.

6. Future Agenda Items

The Perinatal Commission members proposed the following future agenda topics and suggested that the topics be prioritized based on areas with momentum (such as NAS):

· Work to develop clinical champions (at the state and local level) to speak on topics of interest or concern on behalf of the Perinatal Commission.
· Examine relevant issues in Medicaid expansion, with a particular emphasis on the preventive medical visit for women. This topic encompasses several subjects that the Commission has identified as important, such as Long Acting Reversible Contraception (LARC), pregnancy spacing, folic acid use, access to gynecological services in Louisiana, and the postpartum visit, obesity, hypertension and diabetes. 
· Keep abreast of new guidelines coming out related to perinatal regionalization.

· The Commission should be prepared to review and respond to proposed legislation.

7. Next Meeting

· There will be a working teleconference meeting on Monday, April 18 from 11:30-12:30. The subject of this meeting will be to review and discuss relevant legislation filed for the 2016 regular legislative session, with particular attention to HB73 on NAS and HB762 on mental health referrals. 
· Additionally, this meeting will determine which commission members will be responsible for specific next steps related to the response to HCR 162.
8. Adjourn
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